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FOREWORD

The great Soviet people has every reason to be
proud of the way the woman question has been solved
in the U.S.S.R. For centuries the position of women
in Europe, Asia, America and Africa has been one
of dependence and subordination. Under capitalism
the lot of working women is rendered still worse by
ruthless exploitation in factories and mills, the joy
of motherhood darkened by poverty more than ever
before, increased child mortality and increased pros-
titution.

The ruling classes of capitalist countries and their
hired agents exalt bourgeois so-called “democracy’
to the skies. But the fact remains that under capitalism
the great majority of women are inhumanly exploited
and they suffer from numerous disabilities, from re-
strictions of their rights in public and political life,
from degrading marriage and divorce laws which place
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women in a humiliating and inferior position to men,
from economic dependence and household drudgery.

Marxism-Leninism, which has become the banner
of liberation for millions of working people the
world over, pointed out the correct way to solve the
woman question. Lenin and Stalin led the working
men and women of our country to victory over tsar-
dom and capitalism.

In the fire of relentless battles fought by the work-
ing class under the leadership of the great Party
of Lenin and Stalin, the first Socialist State in the
world was born.

Under the wise leadership of the Bolshevik Party
the Soviet people travelled a glorious and heroic
path, in the course of which they have done away
with capitalism and have built up Socialism in our
country.

From the backward country it used to be, our
Motherland has become transformed into a mighty
industrial and collective-farm power, the home of
the most progressive culture in the world, a model
of true democracy, an impregnable stronghold of
Socialism.

The great achievements which the Soviet system
brought the working people has radically altered the
position of women.

The Soviet system abolished all legal restrictions

imposed upon women and granted them equal rights
with men in all fields of government, economic, cul-
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tural and public and political life. Women became
free and cconomically independent. The Bolshevik
Party elevated women—workers and mothers—and
awakened the great creative power latent In them.

“In Soviet times a new generation has grown up
and is beginning to spread its eagle wings.

“It must be admitted that one of the greatest achieve-
ments of our revolution is the new spiritual make-
up, the intellectual growth of our people, as Soviet
patriots. This is true of all Soviet people. in town
and in countryside, of those engaged in physical la-
bour and those engaged in mental labour. That is,
indeed, a supreme achievement of the October Rev-
olution. an achievement of epochal significance.

“The Soviet people are nmot what they were thirty
years ago.” (V.- M. Molotov.)

These words fully apply to Soviet women.

Masters of the country on a footing of equality,
women, along with men, built the majestic edihce of
Socialism. and in the years of trial during the war
they defended the honour and independence of their
country. They contributed their full share to the his-
toric victory over fascist Germany and imperialist Ja-
pan. And today they give all their strength and knowl-
edee to the work of fulfilling and exceeding the post-
war Stalin five-year plan, to the work of building
Communism in the U.S.S.R.

The share of Soviet women in the world-historic vic-
tories of Socialism in the U.S.S.R. is enormous. They
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are a great force in Soviet society, active particinants
in the political, economic and cultural life of our
country.

Women’s high position in Soviet society, the posi-
tion they have won under the leadership of the Party
of Lenin and Stalin, has placed them. toeether with
the rest of the Soviet people, in the vanguard of the
progressive forces of mankind.

Soviet women deservedly enjoy the respect of all
freedom-loving peoples who perceive in them a pow-
erful force in the fight against reaction and war-
mongers, for a lasting and stable peace, for democracy
and for the great progress of all mankind.

The successful solution of the woman question in
the U.S.S.R. is eloquent, irrefutable evidence of the
advantages of the Soviet social and state system over
capitalism; it shows that only the path of Lenin and
Stalin, the glorious path to Communism, leads to free-
dom and happiness for the people, to freedom and
happiness for mankind.



I. THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION BROUGHT
WORKING WOMEN FREEDOM AND HAPPINESS

Ever since the dawn of history, when private owner-
~ship of the means of production first appeared, wom-
an’s position in society has been an inferior one.
Engels iraces woman’s dependent position to the
rise of class society, which at the various staces of
its development produced various forms of inequali-
ty and social disabilities. The first class antagonism
which appeared in history, he wrote, coincided with
the development of the antagonism between man and
woman in individual marriage, and the first class op-
pression with that of the female sex by the male. Wom-
en of the exploited classes, besides being degraded
and kept in an inferior position to men, shared the
“hard lot of their class—first as slaves, then as serfs
and lastly as proletarians obliged to sell their labour
power to the capitalist.

From the slave societies of ancient times through
to present-day capitalism the ideologists of the ruling
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classes have always argued, in accordance with the
interests of the exploiters, that the existing form of
exploitation and the existing order are “just,” “wise”
and ‘“natural.” They have spoken of “immutable laws
of nature,” which, they have asserted, destine some
to be rich and rule, and others to be poor and
be ruled. The same arguments are used to justify the
inequality and subjugation of nations. The exploiters
have always found it convenient to claim that “nature”
justifies exploitation,

All through the history of class society the shame-
ful attitude towards women as inferior beings, in-
herently incapable of attaining the intellectual level
of men, has prevailed. For two thousand years, wrote
Maxim Gorky, the church and the state have instilled
intlo woman the belief that she is second-rate, and
this idea prevailed, poisoning the minds of people.
Women were treated as perpetual minors.

The ideologists of the ruling classes have filled in-
numerable volumes in the attempt to prove man’s
“right” to rule over woman, to justify the subordi-
nated and degrading position of women, to implant
in women the false idea of the deficiency of their
sex and the slavish psychology that this idea engen-
ders. The champions of the reactionary bourgeoisie
cynically assert that nature itself created woman in-
ferior to man, made her subordinate to man, unfit
for public activities, her interests confined to the fami-

ly, the kitchen and the church.
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Lenin summed up the position of women in capital-
ist countries in the following words: “It is the
business of the bourgeoisie to promote trusts, to herd
women and children in factories, to torture them there,
to corrupt them, to condemn them, to extreme poverty.”*

Hard and devoid of hope was the life of women
in tsarist Russia. For the post-revolutionary genera-
tion of Soviet people, who have not known the yoke
of the tsarist autocracy and .life under the bourgeoisie
and the landlords, fully to appreciate the freedom
and equality women enjoy in our country today; they
must be told about women’s hard lot in the past.
The equality of women was won by our people in
battle and in labour under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party. The girls of the Soviet Union, said
Maxim Gorky, can realize and appreciate all that
the Bolshevik Party has achieved in the struggle to
better the conditions of the people, only if they know
about the hard lives their mothers and grandmothers
led.

Especially hard were the conditions of women fac-
tory workers and farm labourers in tsarist Russia.
In Russia, as in other countries of Europe, America

* V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, 3rd Russ. ed., Vol. XIX,
pp. 316-17.
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and Asia, the increasing use of machinery reduced
the need for big muscular strength in the factories.
The capitalists were not slow to take advantage of
this fact and began to employ women and children
in large numbers, exploiting them most ruthlessly,
forcing them to accept lower pay than men for the same
work, and employing them on the least skilled jobs.

However, this influx of women into industry did not
improve the well-being of the worker’s family, for
according to the law of value operating under capi-
talism: the value of labour power is determined by the
minimum required to keep the worker and his family
alive. Therefore, the more women the capitalists em-
ployed the more they lowered the wages of men
workers.

There were no laws to protect the labour of wom-
en and children, not even elementary provisions for
mother and child welfare. Women and children worked
13-15 hours a day. This system of appalling ex-
ploitation reduced the woman worker to the status
of a mere slave. Chronic unemployment and starva-
tion, inevitable under capitalism, bred prostitution,
which often involved even children.

In tsarist Russia the wages of a man working in a
factory were not sufficient to pay for the bare submst-
eice of his family. The wages of women workers,
according to data compiled by Professor I. Yanzhul,
well known in his day, averaged about one-half of
what was paid to men. Svyatlovsky, a factory inspec-
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tor in the Kharkov area, reported that the average
wage of a woman worker was 7!/2 rubles, of a man—
141/5.

The capitalists thought only of their profits, and
flagrantly disregarded the most elementary require-
ments of women workers. There was no maternity
leave, nor were nursing mothers given time off to
nurse their infants. Capitalist methods of production
rapidly ruined the health of working women, and this
had a disastrous effect on the physical condition and
development of their children. The barbarous condi-
tions under which millions of working women lived
resulted in an abnormally high death rate among
children.

“How inhumanly working mothers were treated in
tsarist Russia!” wrote Leningrad working women in
a letter to Comrade Stalin. “If a woman became preg-
nant she was driven from the factory. Working wom-
en therefore concealed their pregnancy, tortured
themselves until they were driven mad with pain, and
frequently gave birth right in the shop. Immediately
after childbirth the women would have to go back to
work...what can be more terrible than a mother
not wanting her child, and there were any number
of working women who cursed their children.”

As a rule working women received no medical as-
sistance at childbirth.

The condition of peasant women in old Russia was
no better than that of the working women of the cities.
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