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Election Manifesto of the
Communist Party of India:
General Elections, 1962*

I. INDIA AFTER FOURTEEN YEARS OF CONGRESS RULE

The Third General Elections takes place at a crucial mo-
ment in the world situation and in our national life. How
our people participate in it and exercise their franchise will
not only greatly influence the course of events within our
country, but will have powerful impact all over the world.

Our people expect that as the resuit of these elections,
the progressive, patriotic and secular forces will grow stronger
and the struggle for democratic transformation of our soci-
ety will gather greater momentum. People all over the world
expect that this increased strength of Indian democracy will
enable our country of four hundred forty million people, to
play an even more important role than hitherto in the battle
for world peace, for disarmament, for putting an end to the
hated colonial system.

In order to understand how these expectations can be ful-
filled, we must examine some of the main features of the
economic and political situation as it prevails in India today.

Fourteen years have passed since the attainment of free-
dom by our country. These have been years of uninterrupted
rule of the Congress which has always had a huge majority
not only in the Indian Parliament but also in practically all
the State Legislatures. Few parties in countries of parlia-
mentary democracy have had such unchallenged sway over
the Government for such a long period.

* This was actually released in October. 1961

Com. 9. 1
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The Congress has, therefore, had ample time and op-
portunity to carry out its pledges. It has had ample time and
opportunity to put its promises into practice and to lay the
foundation of a happy, prosperous India. But the Congress
has not kept faith with the people.

The situation in the country is far from what it should
be. Most of the promises given in the days when we were
fighting for freedom remain unfulfilled. Developments are
taking place in our economic, political and social life which
cannot but cause deep concern to every patriot. All this
would be admitted by everyone, including those Congress-
men who retain the idealism and fervour of the earlier days.

The nation has witnessed the completion of two Five-
Year Plans and the commencement of the Third Plan. We,
Communists, have fully supported every step taken by the
Government that strengthens national economy and we have
always stressed that the Second Five-Year Plan has had a
number of positive features Among these are the growth of
the public sector, the building of three steel plants and of
machine-building industries, the construction of several irriga-
tion and power projects, the manufacturing of a number of
articles which we formerly used to import from outside. A
number of other gains also can be cited.

The advance which our economy has registered has been
facilitated enormously by the relations of co-operation that
have been established between our country on the one hand
and the Soviet Union and other socialist countries on the
other. This co-operation which our Party has always advoc-
ated in India’s national interest, has been a big factor in the
building of heavy and basic industries in the state sector.

All this cannot, however, blind one to the reality of the
overall economic and political situation that prevails in the
country.

Congress leaders and the Government proclaimed that
their policies would lead to rapid development of industry
and agriculture. But the growth has been extremely uncer-
tain and tardy. The survey carried out by the United Nations



Election Manifesto of the C.P.I., General Election, 1962 3

shows that the rate of growth of our economy is painfully
slow. It lags far behind 10t only the socialist countries, not
only such capitalist countries as Japan and Italy, but even
such underdeveloped countries as Iraq, Venezuela and
others. Congress leaders rarely mention the fact that even
after two Five-Year Plans, India’s per capita income remains
one of the lowest in the world and that its rate of growth has
failed to attain even the low targets.

Further, even this meagre increase is distributed in such
a way as to increase the disparity between the rich and the
poor. Unemployment figures go on continuously mounting.
Prices have risen to giddy heights—enabling profiteers to
amass wealth and inflicting colossal misery on the common
man. The big monopolists become ever richer, while the
working class is denied adequate wage rise even to compens-
ate for the rise in the cost of living.

Discontent mounts in all parts of the country, giving rise
to big struggles which the Government strives to suppress
with an iron hand. The sense of frustration that inevitably
grows is getting more and more utilised by forces of dark
reaction and obscurantis..: which want to disrupt the unity
of the nation and destroy all the precious heritages of our
national movement.

Our Party is firmly of the view that such a situation could
not have arisen but for the policies pursued by the Congress
Government. These policies are, in essence, a negation of
what our national movement advocated and fought for.

Faced with the tremendous and growing attraction of the
ideas of socialism among our people, including their own
followers, the Congress leaders proclaim socialism as their
objective. But this is only a clever device to distort and
cloud the ideas of scientific socialism and keep the masses
away from democratic struggles. Capitalism 1s in such de-
cline and discredit today that even the capitalists and their
political representatives shy away from taking its name,
especially when they approach 'the masses.

But our complaint today against the Congress is not that
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it is not building socialism. For, how can one expect social-
ism to be built when state power is in the hands of the
capitalist class and not in the hands of the working class
and peasantry ? The building of socialism can begin only
when the rule of capital is overthrown, only when the state
passes into the control of the working people led by the
working class and a proletarian, popular statehood comes
into existence.

Socialism, of course, remains our goal. For, socialism
alone can end exploitation of man by man, unemployment,
poverty and hunger.

But in the present stage of India’s development, our com-
plaint against the Congress is that it is not using the enorm-
ous power and opportunities to resolutely wipe out the lega-
cies of British rule, improve the living conditions of the
masses and set the country on the road to rapid mational
advance.

For two hundred years, the British exploited our wealth
and it was, therefore, rigktly pledged by the Congress that
free India would put an end to this exploitation. But even
fourteen years after freedom, British monopolists—now joined
by American monopolists, the worst international exploiters
—continue to hold dominant position in several vital sec-
tors of our economy. Handsome concessions have been of-
fered to them under the plans and the door has been thrown
wide open for fresh economic penetration by these imper-
ialist monopolies.

New investment by foreign monopolies is readily sanc-
tioned, sometimes in violation of the Government’s own
declared policies. Collaboration between foreign monopolists
and Indian big business is encouraged and now there are a
big number of joint-concerns. With their tremendous finan-
cial power, the foreign monopolists, through such collab-
oration, take advantage of India’s planning and her pro-
tected market. They hit the indigenous industry, particularly
small and medium ones.

Every year, the foreign exploiters pump out of our country
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vast amount of wealth as profits, interest, salaries, commission
and various other charges. This goes on at a time when
countries like Cuba, Egypt and Indonesia have nationalised
many industries of their former foreign exploiters.

The increasing collaboration between Indian big business
and foreign monopolists is a disturbing development, fraught
with grave danger to the future of our nation. Through this
and through the vast amount of so-called economic aid that
is coming from imperialists, weapons are being forged to
bring economic and political pressure on our country.

The U.S. imperialists in particular take full advantage of
India’s backwardness, economic dependence and the diffi-
culties that arise from this. By their so-called economic aid,
they seek to create levers of economic and political pressure
on our country and such pressures are already in evidence.

Where does agriculture on which depend seventy per cent
of our people for livelihood stand today ? What is the con-
dition of the mass of peasants after 14 years of Congress
rule?

The Congress Government proclaimed that land reforms
would be carried out with a view to end the concentration
of land in a few hands, give land to the peasants and agri-
cultural workers, ensure social justice in the countryside. In
actual practice, whatever land reforms have been effected,
tardily and half-heartedly, they have brought little benefit to
the mass of peasants. More evictions have taken place dur-
ing Congress rule than in the previous hundred years. The
imposition of ceilings has been turned into a farce by fixing
it too high and by allowing fictitious transfers. The usurer
retains firm grip on the rural poor, the trading monopolists
continue to deny the peasants a fair price for their products,
the Government imposes ever new burdens on the peasants
in the form of various taxes—all of which together prevent
adequate investment in land and a real upsurge in agricul-
ture, the key sector of our economy. The agricultural work-
ers who, together with their families, number 70 million
continue to be denied land and a living wage. Belonging
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mostly to Scheduled Castes and the backward communities,
they suffer from numerous social disabilities. Even when
some of them are abolished by law, they remain in practice
in most parts of the country.

It is no wonder that the increase in our agricultural pro-
duction has been meagre compared to our necessities. Dur-
ing ten years of planning, our country has had to import 29
million tons of foodgrains at a cost of over Rs.1,250 crores.

The failure to attain self-sufficiency in foodgrains in all
these fourteen years is perhaps the greatest condemnation of
the agrarian pclicy of the Congress.

Increased industrial productivity, it was stated, would lead
‘to increased earnings. But the reality has been just the op-
posite. Overall industrial production has gone up, as also
the productivity per worker. Yet, the level of real wages, far
from going up, has actually declined. Increased productiv-
ity, rationalisation and speed-up have been used to intensify
exploitation, to increase work-load and to retrench workers.
The Government’s attitude towards its own employees has
been callous and heartless, as seen in the way their just
struggle about a year ago was suppressed.

The labour policy of the Government is openly pro-cap-
italist and anti-working class. It is against the interests of
the country. Its hostile attitude towards labour is exhibited
in constant appeasement of the millionaires, in unmitigated
attacks on trade union rights, including refusal to recognise
unions commanding workers’ support. The Government of-
ficially supports and feeds the trade unions of the INTUC
and the employers behave likewise. Police repression against
the workers is a common occurrence.

In the present stage of our economy, small and medium
industries have a very important role to play in meeting the
requirement of consumer goods, in quickening the pace of
industrialisation and in narrowing regional disparities. But
they do not receive the necessary assistance and encourage-
ment from the Government. They are discriminated against,
in favour of big business.
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In the matter of location of private industries, big busi-
ness, already entrenched in certain areas, is favoured. Cap-
ital in privately owned industries is mostly controlled by
those who often use it not for building industries but for
speculation, for cornering essential goods, for grabbing shares
and building up private industrial empires.

The Government proclaimed that it would reduce the dis-
parity of income. That promise was so cynically violated and
gave rise to such criticism even among its own supporters
that an assurance was given to institute an enquiry to find out
how the increased national income has been distributed. None
knows what happened to that enquiry. But then the Third
Five-Year Plan sticks to the same policies that have led to the
inequitable distribution of the increases in national income
and the widening of income disparities.

Facts are glaring enough even without inquiry. Prices
have risen almost continuously during the operation of the
two Plans, depressing the living standard of the common
man, both in towns and in villages. During the last three
years, the wholesale prices alone have gone up by about 20
percent, the retail prices of course, much higher.

The proportion of direct taxes in the total tax revenue has
declined, while that of indirect taxes, the main burden of
which falls on the poor has gone on rising. Under the
Second Plan Rs. 900 crores has been raised by additional
taxes, as against the target of Rs. 450 crores—here again
the common man has had to bear the brunt. Now the Third
Plan proposes to raise a much bigger amount through addi-
tional taxes. That these taxes wi.! also be mostly gathered
from the working people, professional classes and small traders
and businessmen, has been left in no doubt.

Unemployment has grown phenomenally. When the
Second Plan started the backlog of unemployment was 5.3
million. But at the start of the Third Plan, it stood at 9
million. Besides, there are 15 to 18 million under-employed
persons, and the situation will further worsen in the next
five years. It is one of the major failures of the Plan that it
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is not able to create enough employment opportunities to
provide jobs to those who enter the labour market every
year. The growth in the number of educated unemployed,
including those with technical and scientific education, is
yet another distressing feature of the whole situation.

The aggravation of the housing conditions has in no small
measure added to the misery of the people. Whether in vil-
lages or in towns, the overwhelming majority of our people
live in extremely congested and unhygienic dwellings and
they fall easy prey to fatal diseases and epidemics. The
meagre housing schemes originally provided in the Second
Plan were curtailed and then even the lowered targets were
not fulfilled. Urban housing is in the grip of greedy land-
lords who extort impermissibly high rents, coerce their ten-
ants into all manner of illegal payments and indulge in reck-
less speculation in urban land. In the big cities, millfons
live in slums that are a living hell or without any roof at all
over their heads.

At the same time, the concentration of wealth has pro-
ceeded apace. Millionaires have become multimillionaires.
A few families like the Tatas, Birlas, Singhanias, Jains and
Thapars dominate almost all branches of private sector in-
dustry and commerce. They are dominant in banking and in
wholesale trade. They own the most widely circulated news-
papers which mould public opinion.

This tremendous growth in the wealth and power of big
business has become the most marked feature of our economic
life. The big monopolists have their trusted men in important
positions in the ruling party and in the Government. The
bureaucracy and the police are at their beck and call to
suppress workers’ trade union struggles, to arrest, intimidate
and shoot them. Big business donates crores of rupees to
the Congress election fund, thus degrading elections and
corrupting public life. Simultaneously, some of them help
to build up, by financial contribution and otherwise, parties
of extreme reaction like the Jana Sangh and the Swatantra
with a view to bring pressure on the Government and move
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it further to the right. Big business constitutes a grave danger
to Indian democracy.

The concentration of wealth in the hands of a few
monopolists, the concentration of power in the hands of one
political party, and the increasingly closer relation between
the two—this is one of the root causes of corruption which
has come to pervade our whole economic, political and social
life. Indeed, it would be no exaggeration to say that nothing
creates such disgust in the common citizen today as this
prevalence of corruption at all levels and in every sphere.

Having enjoyed political power continuously for over 14
years, the leaders of the Congress have developed an atti-
tude of authoritarianism and intolerance. They disregard the
criticism made by the Democratic Opposition. They pay scant
attention even to the suggestions made by members of their
own party, for it is their votes rather than their views that
are wanted. Many democratically-minded Congress legis-
lators feel helpless at this state of affairs but can do nothing
to remedy it.

Congress rulers showed how hollow their pretensions of
democracy are when thev first engineered an unconstitu-
tional and violent movement against the communist-led
Ministry of Kerala and then arbitrarily dismissed it. The
only crime of that Government was it had refused to act as
an instrument of the exploiting classes and follow in the
steps of Congress Ministries. Afraid that Kerala would serve
as an example to the people of other States and give a
powerful impetus to the forces of democracy, the Congress
Party and the Central Government :1id not hesitate to violate
the spirit of the Indian Constitution.

Further, they threw overboard all the principles of secu-
larism, when, in the ensuing mid-term elections in Kerala,
they joined hand with the Muslim League with the sole
objective of securing a majority in the Assembly.

All these revealed to what length the votaries of non-
violence, constiutionalism and secularism could go when
the question of power is involved.
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But Kerala was only an extreme example. The Congress
leaders show intolerance and resort to arbitrary methods even
in relation to corporations, municipalities and district boards.
Conventions are violated and Government power is freely
utilised to discriminate against and even supersede elected
bodies solely because they are not under Congress control.

Even where there is no such blatant resort to arbitrary
methods, democracy remains stunted. The constituent States
of the Indian Union are denied power, resources and author-
ity which they should have under a federal set up. Even for
trivial matters they have often to wait for approval of New
Delhi, Congress Ministries in the States sometimes resent
this state of affairs but dare not raise their voice of protest.
Under the Congress, the rights and interests of the States
are surrendered.

At the same time when the necessity arises for the
Centre to act firmly in defence of minorities and in order to
ensure proper investigation into the conduct of Ministers
against whom grave charges are levelled by responsible persons,
the Central Government pleads inability to do anything.

At lower levels, democracy, despite all talks of panchayat
raj, remains formal. Thanks to the glaring inequality of in-
come between the rich and the poor and social disabilities,
the elected bodies generally get captured by representatives
of vested interests. Moreover, they enjoy very little power
even in such matters as local planning and development.
The real power and authority rest with the officers.

As in the days of British rule, it is the bureaucrats, isol-
ated from the people and profoundly contemptuous of them,
that run the administration. The gulf between the people
and the administration remains as wide as ever.

Muslims constitute the biggest religious-cultural minor-
ity in the country but they suffer—often in silence—from
many disabilities and discriminations. Their just grievances
are not even looked into, much less redressed. There are
also linguistic and minority groups whose rights and inter-
ests are not safeguarded and even properly defined. Despite
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all pious declarations, the Congress regime has no firm policy
for the protection and safeguard of minorities.

The practice of untouchability has not yet been eradic-
ated. Tens of millions of our fellow citizens belonging to
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and backward
communities live in sheer neglect, humbled and humiliated.
The funds that are allocated for their uplift are not only
meagre but are misused and sometimes even not spent at all.
The miserable conditions in which this downtrodden hu-
manity lives mock at all the rhetorics about social justice.

In the field of education and culture, there is still a wide
gap between the urgent needs and actual achievements. Even
the constitutional directive to provide free compulsory prim-
ary education for all children by 1960 has not been carried
out. New schools and colleges have no doubt come up but
they are still few compared to our barest requirements.
Economic and social conditions shut out the boys and girls
from the peasantry, working class and other poor sections of
the community from higher education.

Absence of an adequate number of secondary schools
and colleges. lack of other physical amenities, high tuition
fees and generally high cost of education make higher learn-
ing unapproachable even for those who are somewhat better
off. Teachers are given miserablv low pay and they have
often to suffer indignities at the hands of managements. The
opportunities for scientific and technical education are very
restricted. There is calculated reluctance to change over from
English to regional language as the medium of instruction
in higher education.

The Indian people are heirs to a glorious and noble tradi-
tion of culture—one of the richest in the world. Even during
the days of British imperialist domination, when our culture
was cruelly suppressed, distorted and looked down upon by
the imperialists, the Indian spirit asserted itself and great writers,
poets, artists and thinkers in the various fields of learning
produced works of outstanding excellence and beauty, imbued
with patriotic, humanist and democratic consciousness.
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The Indian people expected that with the advent of free-
dom, fullest possible opportunities would be provided for
our cultural development; that the masses of our people,
deprived so long of the fruits of culture, would get facilities
to create and benefit from the various fields of cultural
activities, i.e., literature, drama, music, song and dance, etc.

However, the record of Congress Party rule in the field
of culture during the last fourteen years presents a dismal
picture. Culture under Congress rule remains a monopoly of
the upper and well-to-do classes. Corruption, favouritism
and nepotism, in total disregard of merit and ability, have
entered even the holy precincts of the three Akademis run
by the Central Government—the Lalit Kala Akademi, the
Sahitya Akademi and the Sangeet Natak Akademi. Discrim-
ination is practised against many notable writers and artists
who refuse to be servile sycophants of the ruling party. Full
facilities are given to organisations like the Congress for
Cultural Freedom, financed by the USA, to carry on nefari-
ous cold-war imperialist propaganda in our country and many
Congress leaders join this body.

Cinema, one of the most powerful vehicles of culture in
modern times, is allowed to be dominated by a small group
of rich and generally unfettered capitalists who drag it down
to the lowest depths. Progressive, patriotic and humanist
cine-producers and cine-workers are often reduced to bank-
ruptcy and abject poverty. An unintelligent official Censor
Board prevents the free development of healthy and progres-
sive trends in the cinema industry.

In the working of the All India Radio also, the ruling
Congress Party pursues a policy of discrimination against
progressive artists and writers; of favouritism, of suppres-
sion of democratic and scientific ideas and of a blatant use
of this national vehicle of culture and education for the
propagation and eulogy of the Congress Party and its rule.

Such economic, political and administrative policies could
not but encounter opposition from the mass of people and
give rise to big struggles. Like the earlier period, the five
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years since the last general elections, too, have been marked
by many mass actions. The policy of the Government has
been, as before, one of attempt to suppress these struggles
by means of terror, by resort to lathis and bullets.

Inevitably, a sense of frustration is growing all over the
country. There is lack of interest in the plans whose main
burden falls on the poor and the main fruits are garnered by
the rich. New promises and new assurances, as held out in
the Third Plan, fail to rouse any enthusiasm. There is wide-
spread and sullen discontent. Many people are losing faith
in the future and effectiveness of democratic institutions.

It is not surprising that in this atmosphere and in the
absence of an inspiring national objective, which could unite
the nation and take it forward, fissiparous and disruptive
tendencies have grown alarmingly. The violent disturbances
which took place in Assam, Jubbulpore, Saugor and other
places sometime back and the disturbances that have taken
place recently in Uttar Pradesh show how deep the poison
has gone. Attacks on the minority community on the shight-
est pretext is becoming a common phenomenon in several
areas. Organisations like the Jana Sangh, Hindu Mahasabha,
the RSS, the Muslim League, the Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Akali Party have become more active than before.

Ever in the forefront of the struggle against communalism,
casteism, regionalism and linguistic chauvinism, our Party
has repeatedly declared its willingness to join hand with
all secular and patriotic forces, including Congress-men,
to fight these disruptive tendencies. We have done so in
practice too. However, we cannot but stress that these
tendencies and the parties which thrive on them could not
have attained their present strength but for the grave failures
of the Congress itself and the sense of discontent and
frustration that its policies have given rise to. Lacking any
common outlook, lacking the spirit of dedication that
characterised Congressmen of earlier days, intent only to
maintain themselves in power by any and every means,
many Congress leaders themselves resort to appeals based
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on communalism, casteism, regionalism, provincialism and
so on. Quite often, factions come to be formed inside the
Congress on the basis of caste.

In addition to all this, sometimes the Congress leaders
directly strengthen parties of communalism by their oppor-
tunistic policies—such as the unholy altiance with the Mus-
lim League in Kerala which gave new impetus to Muslim
communalism all over the country, the playing between Sikh
and Hindu communalism in Punjab and allying with each
by turn, and most serious of all, the attitude of sympathy
and concealed support given by many Congress leaders to
the Jana Sangh and other communal parties.

The parties of communal reaction, as well as the Swatantra
Party, are striving to make use of the popular discontent
that prevails today. They utilise all the shortcomings and
failures of the Congress Government in order to get a®mass
base for themselves. They indulge in demagogy against
corruption and for a clean administration and sometimes
voice some genuine demands of the people. But that cannot
conceal their real character. They are parties of dark reac-
tion. They attack precisely those policies of the Government
that have a progressive content.

They want our country to abandon the policy of non-
alignment and peace. They oppose the development of heavy
and basic industries and the strengthening of the public sector.
They want all land reforms to be abandoned. They want
State-trading to be given up. Some of them even go to the
length of opposing the very concept of India as a secular
State. Some preach that parliamentary democracy is not suited
to India.

The Communist Party’s criticism of the Congress and
opposition to many of its policies has nothing in common
with the attitude of these parties. The Communist Party
considers them to be parties of extreme right, parties of
dark reaction and obscurantism, whose growth and success
would imperil the cause of national freedom, national advance
and democracy. The Communist Party, therefore, advocates
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determined and sustained struggles against these parties and
the ideas they spread.

The leadership of the Praja Socialist Party, blinded by
anti-communism, often joins hands with these forces. This
is seen in their common opposition to the Government’s
foreign policy. Also the Praja Socialists have, on a number
of occasions, acted as disruptors of mass struggles—as in
West Bengal during the great food movement of 1939. The
Praja Socialists were the first to enter into open alliance
with the Muslim League in Kerala.

Anti-communism has become in our country, as else-
where, the bankrupt banner of the PSP and right reaction,
which want to disrupt the democratic movement, divide the
patriotic and democratic forces and keep the masses away
from struggles.

In the situation that has grown in our country, patriotic
and democratic-minded people are naturally asking: How to
solve the problems that have arisen? How to take the coun-
try forward?

II. For RaPID NATIONAL ADVANCE,
FOR A BETTER LiFE FOR OUR PEOPLE

The Communist Party is firmly of the opinion that the four-
teen years of unbroken Congress rule have shown that the
path of development the Congress has chosen cannot ensure
an all-sided national advance or eliminate poverty, hunger
and unemployment. We must seek an alternative path.
The crying need of the hour is that the tiller of the soil
must be given land, every job seeker a job and the people
food, clothes and other essential necessities at cheap prices.
Congress rule holds out no promise whatsoever that our
peopte will ever get them. The alternative policies and pro-
posals we are outlining below will alone answer this need.

End Foreign Exploitation!

The Communist Party stands for elimination of foreign mono-
polies from our national economy and for securing
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economic independence. As an immediate step, our Party
demands drastic curbs on the profits of foreign concern and
on their remittance abroad. Resources lying with them must
be taxed by the State in a greater measure and our foreign
trade which they control should be taken over by the State
Trading Corporation. All new private investments by foreign
monopolists must be banned. Unjust concessions to foreign
monopolies must be withdrawn.

Our Party is not opposed to proper type foreign eco-
nomic assistance being obtained from any country provided
such assistance is taken for the creation of a modern economy
and for other truly nation-building projects. Every effort,
however, must be made to ensure that India’s foreign liabil-
ities do not needlessly go on increasing. With this end in
view, imports should be further cut, exports vigorously stepped
up and loans repayable in rupee given preference. These
objectives, as experience has shown, can be achieved by
greater economic co-operation with the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries which offer the most disinterested
and needed assistance to our country.

But this necessitates the reorganisation of India’s trade
pattern as well as the removal of other obstructions and
inhibitions. Our Party stands for further strengthening of
economic cooperation with the Soviet Union and the so-
cialist countries as an essential feature of national plan-

ning.

Land to the Peasant

The Communist Party has been tirelessly fighting against
the anti-peasant policies of the Government. It most em-
phatically demands radical agrarian reforms and reorganisa-
tion of our agriculture. All land transfers made in recent
years must be re-examined and fictitious transfers declared
null and void. All loopholes in the existing land legislations,
particularly in regard to ceilings must be forthwith removed
and ceilings to eliminate the concentration of land-holdings
and for benefiting the peasants must be introduced in every
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State and effectively enforced. Land must be distributed to
the landless labourer and the poor peasant.

Economic burdens on the peasants such as high rents,
high taxes and debts, must be reduced. The peasants must
be guaranteed a fair price for their produce and protected
against market operations which rob them. Fixation of mini-
mum and maximum prices for this purpose is essential.

Minimum wage for the agricultural labourer must be fixed
everywhere and strictly enforced.

To emancipate the peasantry from its age-long bondage
is the most urgent task to enable the remaking of the nation.
Without this, rapid economic progress is impossible and
democracy would be a misnomer. Our Party stands for a
radical orientation of the Plans so as to do away with all
semi-feudal survivals and bring about an upsurge in our
agriculture.

For Rapid Industrialisation

The Communist Party stands for a comprehensive programme
of rapid industrialisation in which the public sector must at
once be given the leading :ole and capital goods industries
the pride of place. The public sector must be democratically
organised and efficiently run and it must be kept free from
all influences of big business. Small and medium industries
must be given every encouragement and assistance by the
State and their promotion must form a vital part of national
planning. This is essential for arresting the growth of un-
employment.

The Communist Party stands for a special programme of
industrial projects for the industrially backward regions in
order to reduce regional disparities in the country’s eco-
nomic development and help the backward regions to catch
up with the advanced regions. The Party demands all neces-
sary readjustments in our Plans for such a fair deal to the
backward regions.

The Communist Party demands nationalisation of banking,
general insurance, iron and steel, coal and other mining, oil,

Com. 9. 2
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sugar, jute, tea-plantations under foreign control as well as
export and import trade. To allow any sector of our vital and
strategic industries to remain in the grip of foreign monopolies
is to put the economy and the country to great risks. The
nationalisation of banking, we repeat, brooks not a moment’s
delay.

Raise Wages, Respect Trade Union Rights

The Communist Party stands for a general rise in basic wages
and for raising and fixing of minimum wages. It demands a
sliding scale of dearness allowance with full neutralisation
of rise in prices in all organised industries, trades and pro-
fessions. The Party would continue its fight against ration-
alisation or productivity that leads to retrenchment, to greater
workload and no commensurate rise in wages. The Cgmmun-
ist Party demands that bonus be treated as a share of the
workers in profits. In defence of the vital interests of the
working class and for its trade union and democratic rights,
the Party will conduct resolute struggles. Trade union rights
must be unequivocally guaranteed. The labour policy of the
Government must be changed to conform to the principles
of democracy and social justice.

Curb Monopolies

In Parliament and in State Legislatures and more so outside,
our Party has been ceaselessly exposing the malpractices of
Big Money and fighting it in action. For this, many of our
comrades have had 1o share along with others dismissals
and persecutions at the ha i !s of the bosses of industry and
severe repression by the p ‘1ice and Government. It has been
our Party’s proud privilege to be in the forefront of the
struggle against the inonopolies and bear the brunt of their
fury.

Our Party demands an end to all pro-Big Business, pro-
monopoly policies of the Government and far-reaching pro-
gressive changes in the State policies. Managing agency system
must be sciapped. Concentration through interlocking, take-
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overs, subsidiaries and similar devices must be firmly checked
by the State. The Party stands for higher taxes on Big Busi-
ness and also for tapping of the resources through compuls-
ory loans. Ceilings must be imposed on profits, as well as
on the salaries of high business executives. State policy should
be directed towards breaking their economic power and
compelling the monopolistic capitalists to fall in line with
the basic principles of social justice and democratic plan-
ning.

The vicious grip of Big Business over the newspaper
industry must be broken.

In curbing monopolies, the co-operation of workers and
the employees and their trade union organisations is of
utmost importance.

Bring Down Prices

Our people must be saved from the depredations of high
prices. The Party stands for all possible monetary, fiscal and
other effective measures to check price rises and hold the
price line at a level within the reach of the common man.
Strong actions must be tak. n against the monopolists, prof-
iteers and speculators who hold back stocks, manipulate
markets, create artificial scarcities to fleece the consumer.
The state sector must be extended tv internal trade in ¢ssen-
tial commodities and state-trading in such commodities must
be undertaken on a large scale.

Plan for the People

To realise the above urgent objective » and ensure rapid eco-
nomic and social progress, the Communist Party demands
certain fundamental changes in our Five-Year Plan. Plan-
ning must be first and foremost for the people. The Plans
must mobilise to the fullest possible extent India’s vast man-
power resources and create labour enthusiasm by constantly
impro: ing the living conditions of the working people. To
them must go a progressively bigger proportion cf our na-
tional income. The present yawning disparity in both rural
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and urban incomes must be reduced. The Plans must strike
hard at the out-dated socio-economic conditions that stand
in the way of India’s rapid progress. Our Party stands for
bigger and bolder plans and for a much higher rate of
economic growth.

Make the Rich Pay for the Plans

The Communist Party demands that the rich be made to pay
their due share towards the resources for the Plan. Enorm-
ous accumulations lying with the monopolists, big specula-
tors, former princes and big landlords must be fully tapped.
Former princes who have huge fortunes locked up in foreign
banks and foreign securities must be compelled to surrender
as loans these assets to the State. The payment of privy
purses to them is impermissible and this must stop.

The Party stands for raising the direct taxes on the richer
classes while, at the same time, reducing indirect taxes that
hit the poor. Huge quantities of gold worth over a thousand
crores of rupees held in bullion by the monopolies and specu-
lators must be made available for financing the Plan.

Expand State Sector for Raising Resources

The Communist Party demands that the state sector be rap-

wn idly expanded in different sectors of our economy to raise
125 resources for the Plan. For this, not only must new undertak-
) ")c([ ings be started by the State, but a number of existing private

}u‘\ industries and business concerns, as we have already sug-
gested, must be nationalised State-trading in our interna’

uw‘l‘cct should be developed as a major source of revenue.
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of the State. It must be expressly and unambiguously pro-
vided in the Constitution that the President of the Indian
Republic is only a constitutional head and that all his func-
tions are subject to the unquestioned supremacy of Parlia-
ment. The emergency powers of the President must be abol-
ished. The power of the President and the Central Govern-
ment to dismiss a State Government so long as the latter
enjoys the confidence of the State Assembly must be an-
nulled. The Governors must be directly elected.

Proportional representation should be introduced in all
elections so that public opinion is duly reflected in the elected
bodies and the monopoly of power for any single party based
on minority of votes is ended once and for all. All legis-
lators must be subject to recall to ensure their accountabil-
ity to their electors and to assert the latter’s supremacy over
those whom they elect. The Upper Houses are superfluous
and expensive and these must be abolished.

The Communist Party demands that there must be Standing
Committees in Parliament and in the State Legislatures
with requisite statutory powers so that all parties and groups
represented in the Legislature may be directly and actively
associated with the initia..on and formulation of policies
by different Ministries and Government. Such Committees
should also have the power to re\:ew the implementation
of the Government policies and the work of the adminis-
tration.

Judiciary must be separated from executive in all respects,
including appointments and promotions.

The process of reorganisation of the States on a linguistic
basis must be completed. Hence the Communist Party stands
for the reorganisation of the present bilingual Punjab State
on a linguistic basis. Where thc situation so demands, as in
the case of Nepali-speaking areas in Darjeeling (West Bengal)
or the compact Adivasi area of Chota Nagpur (Bihar), regional
autonomy should be granted. Rights of Adivasis to their
distinct culture and self-expression must be fully recognised
and respected.
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Give More Power to the States,
Democratise Local Bodies
The Communist Party firmly stands for wider power and
authority, particularly in financial and economic matters, be-
ing given to the States of the Indian Union. The Seventh Sched-
ule of the Constitution must be revised and amended so as to
enlarge the powers of the State and abridge that of the Central
Government. Manipur, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi
must have democratic set up and responsible Government.
Our Party demands greater power for the panchayats and
other local bodies, as well as adequate resources for them.
Elections must everywhere be direct and by secret ballot
without any bureaucratic interference. Our Party demands
adult franchise for municipal elections in Calcutta. It stands
for ending all bureaucratic control over local bodies and for
raising their status and dignity. The guiding line in al} these
matters must be decentralisation and democratisation. Masses
must be drawn closer to the functions of the State.

Strictly Enforce Fundamental Rights

Fundamental rights must be scrupulously respected. The Party
stands for revocation of all laws, rules and regulations that
conflict with fundamental rights. Directive principles which
relate to the fundamental rights of the people must be made
enforceable by necessary amendments to the Constitution.
All repressive measures directed against the democratic forces
or which are liable to be so used must be withdrawn.
There must be compulsory, independent public enquiry
into all cases of police firing. Police administration must be
reformed and the existing police codes revised to bring them
in line with democratic standards. Except where question of
defence of the country or its security is involved, there must
be no reference to secret police reports in deciding appoint-
ments, promotions and so on. Political witch-hunt must stop.

Release Long-term Political Prisoners

The continued incarceration of long-term political prisoners
who have already spent many years behind prison-bars can
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now be regarded only as an act of political vendetta. Our
Party demands immediate release of all such prisoners and
withdrawal of warrants pending in connection with political
cases which arose over a decade ago.

Probe Into All Corruption Charges

To fight and stamp our rampant corruption in high places
and in administration, our Party demands the setting up of
independent impartial commissions at the Central as well as
the State levels for promptly probing into all cases of offi-
cial corruption, malpractices and improprieties. Those found
guilty must be severely dealt with.

Promote National Integration, Protect Minority Rights

The Communist Party stands for uncompromising struggle
against the forces of communalism, casteism, of narrow pro-
vincialism and separatism. In order to wipe out these dark,
ruinous forces and promote national integration, efforts must
be made in every sphere—economic, as well as political,
administrative as well as cultural. The policies that breed
these evil trends must be changed.

The Party stands for tl- creation of permanent minority
commissions at the all-India and the State levels whose func-
tions shall be to study the probleras of the minorities, ex-
amine their grievances and formulite concrete measures and
tasks for protection and safeguard of minority rights and
interests.

Larger funds must be allocated for the uplift and welfare
of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes and these funds must be
administered through popular age. ..es commanding their
confidence. All other effective measures should be taken for
their uplift and advancement.

Harijans must be given land and relief. The Communist
Party stands not only for effective Government actions but
a national campaign for the implementation of the
Untouchability Abolition Act and the complete removal of
all social disabilities. '
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The language of the linguistic minorities in different States
must be fully safeguarded and given their due status. All
rights of the Urdu-speaking minorities must be strictly en-
forced and all legitimate grievances of the Urdu-speaking
people of our country should be forthwith removed.

Sindhi should be recognised as a language of our Repub-
lic and included in the Eighth Schedule of our Constitution.

The Communist Party is of the view that reduction of
regional disparities in economic development is essential
for national integration.

The Communist Party advocates effective steps at all
levels, including joint campaign by all secular parties, against
propaganda and activities which are designed to rouse com-
munal passions, caste feelings. Our Party is totally against
intrusion of religion into politics in any form or under any
cover. It demands that the administration bé rid of all com-

munal elements.
Our Party is prepared to work with all secular forces in

the country in order to combat the forces of communalism,
casteism and separatism and promote naticnal integration.
We are, at the same time, conscious that in the final ana-
lysis, the problem of national integration is a problem of
democracy and social progress.

Reorientate Education

The Communist Party demands a radical change in the edu-
cation policy of the State so that our boys and girls are
trained to take their rightful place in building of the nation.
Education must be infused with a social purpose—with deep
love for India’s rich cultural heritage and above all, with a
spirit of service to the people and the country.

The Communist Party stands for greater financial alloca-
tions for education and extension of opportunities for scient-
ific and technical education.

The change-over to regional languages as the medium of
instruction must be expedited and the State must render all
required assistance for the purpose. Education must be made
cheaper.
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Condition of teachers, especially the primary school
teachers, must be improved. Bureaucratic interference in
education must end. Academic bodies should be under the
control of qualified, progressive-minded educationists. The
Communist Party demands an all-out national campaign to
wipe out illiteracy.

Culture to the People

The Communist Party of India stands for the rooting out of
all corruption, favouritism, bias against democratic popular
ideas and tendencies from all the national vehicles of cul-
ture; it demands that the common people of our country should
be beneficiaries of all our cultural activities. It stands for the
development of a people’s democratic culture, for a generous
and unbiased help to literary and cultural bodies and organi-
sations; for the establishment of national theatres in all the
major cultural centres of our country; for a policy of devel-
oping the cinema industry of our country on progressive lines;
for drawing in of the largest mass of workers, peasants and
the intelligentsia in the manifold fields of cultural activities.
It stands for rescuing culture from the grip of profiteers and
foreign and Indian reactic aary influences. It stands for the
economic rehabilitation of thousands of our writers, artists
and workers in the various cultura fields by providing them
with the fullest opportunity, in au atmosphere of freedom
and joy, for the development of their talent and for the efflo-
rescence of a popular and democratic culture.

Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women

The Communist Party stands for ewual rights for women in
every sphere of our national life. It demands equal pay for
equal work for women and removal of all restrictions in
respect of employment of married women. The State must
see that the social reforms that have been passed to uplift
the status of women are strictly enforced.

Our Party stands for adequate financial allocations and
extra facilities for education of women. The system of
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maternity benefits must be made obligatory on the part of
the employers. Social welfare schemes for women and the
organisations engaged in such work must be given State
assistance. To raise the status of women in every way must
be regarded as of prime importance for the remaking of the

nation.

Improve Housing

The Communist Party demands larger schemes and bigger
financial allocations for rural housing as well as the speedi-
est implementation of such schemes. As for urban housing,
the State must take an increasingly direct part in construc-
tion of tenements and buildings for workers and lower in-
come groups in addition to financial assistance given to
individual or to employers. The claims of housing for lower
income groups must be given topmost priority and wasteful
and luxury constructions for the rich must be prohibited.
Urban tenants must be protected against the extortions of
landlords and the unconscionably high rents now paid by
them must be brought down by law. Larger targets should
be set under industrial housing schemes and the employers
must be compelled o fulfill their obligation.

Provide Gainful Employment to Refugees

The Communist Party demands speedy rehabilitation of all
refugees including the partially rehabilitated. They must be
provided with gainful employment. Our Party is totally op-
posed to any abandonment of rehabilitation work by the
Government before the refugee problem is satisfactorily and
finally solved.

III. For WORLD PFACE, AGAINST COLONIALISM

The burning issue for all mankind today is that of peace or
war. Peaceful coexistence or a devastating thermonuclear
war are the alternative facing humanity.

Our emphatic answer is that a third world war can and
must be averted by the joint efforts of the forces of peace.
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We, Communists, consider it our prime task to work for
peace and peaceful coexistence and thus deliver mankind
from the threat of nuclear destruction.

Imperialism which brings about war is no longer in its
past dominant position. It is on the way out. The socialist
system is becoming today the decisive force in the develop-
ment of society. Many Afro-Asian nations have in recent
years shaken off the colonial yoke and emerged into the
world arena as free nations.

The breathtaking achievements of the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries have been exerting increasing influ-
ence in shaping the destiny of mankind. The historic Pro-
gramme of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union which
keralds the establishment of a communist society within the
life-time of the present generation brings inspiration and
strength to the cause of freedom as it deals a staggering
blow to the forces that make for war and colonialism. The
cause of peace gains new strength with every passing day.

At the same time, it must be recognised that since the
end of the Second World War, the danger of a thermonuclear
war has never been so grave at any time as at the present
moment.

Imperialism headed by the USA is madly driving the
world to the edge of a catastrophc West Germany under the
former Hitlerite generals and the revenge-seekers, has not
only been armed to the teeth but it is about to be equipped
with nuclear weapons. Once again German militarism, lav-
ishly backed by the USA and NATO powers has been re-
vived. Once again, it spells war and destruction

The signing of a peace treaty .th both German States
and the conversion of West Berlin into a de-militarised free
city is essential to lessen this threat and safeguard peace.

Both the Soviet and the German Democratic Republic
have made repeated proposals for such constiuctive steps.
but the only answer of the USA to the Soviet proposal has
been heavier military spcnding, calling up of reserves, fur-
ther intensification of the war ‘drive and finally a brazen
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threat of nuclear war against the Soviet Union and other
socialist countries.

The Communist Party appeals to our people to heighten
their vigilance and redouble their efforts at this critical juncture
against the U.S. and other imperialist warmongers.

On the occasion of the third general elections, our Party
renews its pledge to devote all its strength and energy to the
cause of preservation of world peace. It extends its co-opera-
tion, across the barriers of party and other loyalties, to all
those who are dedicated to this noble cause. Let this general
election be a mighty demonstration of our people’s resolve
to defend world peace.

Our Party attaches the greatest importance to India’s role
in the worldwide struggle for peace and against colonialism.
It has always worked for enhancing this great role and ex-
posed and fought the opponents of India’s policy of peace and
anti-colonialism. We warn our people against those forces
within our land who, while paying lip-service to the policy of
non-alignment, are in reality trying to undermine India’s for-
eign policy and push our country towards the imperialist camp.

Our Party seeks the mandate of the people so that India
can assume a still greater role in the coming days in defence
of world peace, so that our great country becomes a most
potent ally of all those fighting against colonialism.

In the recent period, however, the Government of India
has shown some unbecoming vacillations particularly on issues
of anti-colonialism. After the Bandung Conference at which
India had played so admirable a part, great expectations
were aroused about India’s contributions to the struggle against
colonialism. But today many Afro-Asian nations have the
feeling that India is backsliding and trying to soft-pedal the
fight against imperialism. The hesitation of the Government
of India to recognise the Provisional Government of the
Algerian Republic has caused dismay and disappointment
and brought no credit to our country.

The Government of India recognises the aggressive milit-
arist Federal Republic of Germany which openly denounces
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India’s foreign policy and even supports the Portuguese over
Goa. But the Government of India does not still recognise
the German Democratic Republic, which subscribes to Panch
Sheel and is fully in agreement with our country over the
Goa issue as on all basic questions of peace and anti-colon-
ialism. This discrimination in favour of West Germany is
not only inconsistent with the policy of India’s non-align-
ment, but gives comfort to the West German militarists and
revenge-seekers. To India’s friends abroad, this attitude on
the part of the Indian Government has always seemed in-
comprehensible and it has indeed compromised our coun-
try’s position in their eyes.

The haste with which the Government of India offered to
sell sugar to the USA when the Kennedy regime stopped
buying sugar from Cuba in order to blackmail and punish
the Cuban people for their heroic revolution is yet another
example of the Indian Government’s deviation from anti-
colonialism.

When President Kennedy pours huge quantities of mili-
tary hardwares into Pakistan and equips her military ma-
chine with supersonic planc., the Government of India strange
as it may seem, indulges in public adulation of the Kennedy
administration!

The Congress rulers refuse to call such military aid to
Pakistan an unfriendly act, although such a declaration would
go a long way to rouse world public opinion against the
Kennedy-Ayub arms deal. Evidently the U.S. dollars that
are flowing into our country are choking the voice of the
Congress Government.

The Communist Party stands for a consistent and un-
wavering application of India’s broad foreign policy in de-
fence of world peace and national independence.

Our Party stands for vigorous efforts by India to bring
Western powers to their senses and make them agree to
general, complete and controlled disarmament.

The Communist Party demands that the Indian Govern-
ment accord full recognition to the German Democratic
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Republic and the Algerian Provisional Government, as well
as render the Algerian freedom struggle every possible as-
sistance. Our Party urges India’s full support to a peace
treaty with Germany and for the creation of a de-militarised
free city of West Berlin.

The Communist Party demands that the Government take
all necessary steps so that the newly liberated nations like
our own and the socialist world find their due place in the
executive of the UNO and in all its leading bodies.

The U.S. military aid to Pakistan must be denounced as
an unfriendly act of the USA towards our country and every
effort must be made to rouse world public opinion against
U.S. military build-up in Pakistan.

Our Party stands for the abolition of all foreign military
bases.

Our Party demands that the Government take a firm stand
against the U.S. violations of the Geneva Agreements in
regard to Indo-China, especially against the U.S. military
build-up in South Vietnam.

The liberation of Goa and thereby the completion of the
process of national independence must be effected without
any further delay. To free several lakhs of our long-suffering
brothers and sisters from savagery and violence of the
Portuguese imperialists, armed action by the Government is
fully justified. Indeed, it has become a pressing necessity.
Our Party is convinced that such a step will receive wide
support throughout the freedom-loving world.

For the cause of world peace and the progress of our
nation, friendship and co-operation with the socialist world
and all other peace-loving nations is of utmost importance.
Our Party stands for the strengthening and consolidation of
this friendship.

For a Peaceful Settlement of
India-China Border Dispute
Our Party has viewed with grave concern and distress the
deterioration of the relation between our country and China—



Election Manifesto of the C.P.l., General Election, 1962 31

the two great countries between whom bonds of close friend-
ship have always existed and who jointly proclaimed the
historic Panch Shila.

We have made it clear that, in our opinion, the frontier of
India in the Eastern Sector lies along what is known as the
MacMohan Line, that in the Western Sector it is the tradi-
tional frontier betwecn the two countries that should be rec-
ognised and that the whole of Jammu and Kashmir, including
the part occupied by Pakistan, forms a part of India. Our Party
has made it known time and again that it stands for the terri-
torial integrity of the country. We reiterate these declarations.

We have always urged that this dispute between India and
China should be settled through peaceful negotiations and
this is in full accord with India’s approach in regard to dis-
putes among nations. Indeed, it redounds to the greatness of
our nation that India adheres to this only correct approach
for the solution of the problems which have arisen between
India and China today. Our Party is confident that peaceful
negotiations with China, which now need to be carried for-
ward on a political basis and in which the country’s territo-
rial integrity and the cau.: of friendship between the two
countries will naturally be given paramount importance will
bear fruit and bring the present ui.happy chapter to a close.

The Communist Party fervently hopes that the threads of
negotiations will be picked up and efforts for a peaceful set-
tlement continued, bearing in mind such vital political con-
siderations as the promotion of Afro-Asian solidarity, main-
tenance of world peace, struggle against colonialism. For the
advance of all these noble objective ., the friendship and co-
operation between the two great countries of the world—
India and China—has become an imperative need of history.

IV. Our APPEAL

We have put before our people the alternative policies of
the Communist Party, as well as the immediate measures we
would like the Government to take. These policies and
measures accord with the interests of the whole nation. We
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are confident that their implementation will release the mighty
creative energies of our people and bring them happiness,
prosperity and a cultural resurgence.

For these policies and measures, our Party has been per-
sistently fighting, both inside and outside legislatures, along
with other progressive forces. In the short span of 28 months,
the Communist-led Ministry in Kerala has shown that the
Communists mean to practice what they preach. For its
unshakable loyalty to the masses, the only reward the Com-
munist Ministry in Kerala got from the Congress rulers was
arbitrary dismissal.

Born in the stormy days of India’s struggle against Brit-
ish rule and steeled in many a fight for people’s rights and
interests, the Communist Party has always stood loyally by
the people. In the fight for freedom, Communists were in
the forefront of militant mass actions, especially of the working
class. Ours is the Party that first carried the message of
socialism to our workiag people and imparted to them a
new consciousness about their historic destiny. It has always
striven to direct numerous popular struggles, big and small,
into the broad mainstream of our national democratic move-
ment. Our Party has always resisted anti-national currents
of communal, caste and similar other disintegrating forces.

When foreign rulers and internal reaction instigated Hindu-
Muslim riots and conflicts our Party fought this foul chal-
lenge, held aloft the banner of communal harmony and in so
doing not a few of our comrades gave their lives. After
independence, the Communist Party has carried forward this
patriotic tradition in many popular movements and heroic
struggles in defence of the rights and interests of our
people, for democracy and for the consolidation of our hard-
won national independence. In this march forward, our Party
has had to face often severe repression and many of our
comrades made the supreme sacrifice of their lives.

Our Party has worked for strengthening India’s nascent
parliamentary system. It is known to our people how the
Communist Party has countered the forces of reaction in the
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parliamentary arena, fought them and striven to bring our
Parliament and State Assemblies close to the urges and as-
pirations of the masses. These efforts our Party will con-
tinue in order to shape India’s parliamentary institutions as
genuine instruments of people’s will. The Communist Party
stands for the peaceful way of India’s progress.

The making of a‘new India of the dream of our martyrs
and of the living generations calls for a clearer perspective,
as well as the unity and struggle on the part of all progres-
sive forces of the nation. The supreme need of the hour is
a broad national democratic front of all patriotic and demo-
cratic forces. Our Party is pledged to build this historic
front and seeks our people’s support and inspiration for the
fulfilment of this noble task.

The forces of reaction working from both within and
outside the Congress have already brought about some shift
to the right in Government policies. They are out to sab-
otage democracy and reverse the course of development in
a reactionary direction. It is the unity of all progressive
forces that can defeat Right reaction and all its treacherous
moves.

The answer to these trends and to the anti-people, anti-
democratic policies of the Congress Government is the unity
and struggles of the democratic forces for a shift to the left.
Either such a shift to the left is brought about or the right
reaction turns the wheel back. There is no third alternative.
The Communist Party will continue to fight for a progres-
sive orientation of Government poljcies in all fields—for a
decisive shift to the left. In this strnggle, our Party counts
upon co-operation and unity with all those who stand for
progress.

We know many Congressmen cherish the great traditions
of our freedom fight and share the democratic sentiments
and aspirations of the masses. We know that these Congress-
men and many of those who support the Congress feel un-
happy at the growing distress and frustration of the
people, at the loss of moral values under the present

Com. 9 3
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Congress regime. May we, in all humility, appeal to them to
ask themselves why, even after fourteen years of independ-
ence, this great land of ours, with its vast areas under the
plough, has still to depend on heavy food imports year after
year? Why is it that after the two Five-Year Plans, unem-
ployment has grown to dimensions never known in all our
history? Why is it that in spite of the claim of the Congress
Government that it is working for the establishment of a
socialist pattern of society, the monopolists are growing alike
in their economic power and in their political influence? Why
is it that with all the promise of a “good life” the people
groan under crushing burdens of heavy taxes and high prices?
Why is it that corruption and nepotism has become so ram-
pant today? How is it that extreme reaction is fast acquiring
a mass base in some States and is able to find support among
influential elements within the Congress itself?

To the right-minded Congressmen and the masses of Con-
gress followers, their leaders surely owe an explanation.

The monopoly of power of the Congress  and the big
majorities it enjoys in Parliament and Assemblies out of all
proportion to the votes it receives in elections has become
today a positive hindrance to the growth of democracy and
the advancement of people’s cause. This stranglehold de-
grades the country’s political life and helps reactionaries to
gain upper hand within the Congress and the administration.
Progressive-minded Congressmen are systematically pushed
to the background.

More than ever before, it has become today a national
necessity to weaken and break this monopoly of power by
returning in large number Communists and other candidates
of Democratic Opposition to Parliament and the State As-
semblies.

Ten years of experience in Parliament and in the State
Legislatures are a convincing proof that communist repre-
sentation there helps the masses to fight for their interests
and rights, as well as the broad progressive forces to effec-
tively intervene in the affairs of the State and the nation.
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After the 1957 election victories, when a communist-led
Government was formed in Kerala, that event gave a tre-
mendous 1mpetus to all democratic forces throughout the
country.

In the past two general elections, our people gave the
Communist Party their massive support and that gave us the
strength to fight for their cause. In this Third General Elec-
tions, we once again approach our people for the renewal of
their confidence and support so that our Party can discharge,
with greater strength and assurance, its responsibilities in
the service of the Indian people and of world peace.
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Third Elections—
Communist Challenge*

Ajoy Ghosh

Polling for the Third General Elections will begin on Feb-
ruary 19,1962. But already all major parties have started
their election preparations in right earnest. Manifestos have
been published, names of a large number of candidates have
been finalised, meetings have started being held"

Everyone knows, of course, that neither at the Centre nor
in the majority of states, is there any possibility of a change
of government. Never.heless, people take the elections seri-
ously, for they know on its outcome will depend to a great
extent the course of events in the coming period.

They know that while it may not be possible to dislodge
the present government from power, it is possible to influ-
ence to some extent at least, the policies that would be
adopted and the methods that would be pursued.

Issues Before the Electorate

There will be many parties and many candidates in the field.
But, as in the last two elections, the main party in the field
will be the Congress which, for a period of over fifteen
years, has had overwhelming majority in the Parliament and
in almost all the State Legislatures.

Enjoying a monopoly of power it has had ample oppor-
tunity to translate into practice its declarations. Inevitably,
therefore, the issues that will dominate elections will be

*This was released as a booklet in December, 1961
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those connected with the policies which the Congress has
pursued. The electorate will be called upon to do two things:

Firstly, express their verdict on 15 years of Congress rule.

Secondly, indicate clearly in what way they want the policies
of the Congress to be changed—in the way advocated by
parties of the extreme Right or in the way demanded by the
parties of forces of the Left.

There are people who take a cynical attitude towards the
elections All this excitement, they say, is due to nothing
but power-politics and the careerist ambitions of a handful
of politicians. The common man, they argue, has no interest
in all this and desires only to be left in peace.

Such an appraisal may seem to be very wise. It does not,
however, explain certain facts.

Why is it, for instance, that the “common man” who
mostly belongs to no political party evinces such keen in-
terest in the elections?

Why was it that, during the last two general elections,
while a fairly large number of well-to-do people did not
bother to cast their votes, polling was especially heavy precisely
in those areas where the toiling people—workers. poor peasants
and agricultural labourers, artisans, office employees, etc.,
predominated ?

The fact is—and our masses ire coming to realise it
more and more—that whether one likes politics or not, one
cannot, in a modern society, stay away from it. Politics
affects every sphere of our life.

How big will be the increase in national income and how
will it be distributed? What good: v ill be available and at
what price? What provisions will be there for health, hous-
ing and education? What taxes will be imposed and on whom
will fall the burden?

These and a hundred other questions certainly concern
the common man.

And, the answer to them depends on what policies are
pursued by the government, what laws are enacted and how
they are implemented.
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Hence the importance of the elections which, in the present
Indian context, will essentially be a battle over policies and
methods.

In our Political Resolution, our Election Manifesto and
various other publications we have given our appraisal of
the present situation, our criticism of the policies of the
Congress as well as an outline of our alternative policies. It
is not necessary to repeat all of them here. However, certain
points need to be stressed and elaborated.

Record of the Congress

First of all—the record of the Congress. This cannot be
judged in isolation from the political situation that has pre-
vailed in our country for the last 15 years. And the most
striking feature of that situation, as already mentioned, has
been the Congress monopoly of power.

As our Election Manifesto stresses, few parties in coun-
tries of parliamentary democracy have had such unchallenged
sway over the government for such a long period. Few
parties have enjoyed such prestige, such influence, such au-
thority.

What has the Congress done with all this?

Of course, certain achievements have been made, both in
the sphere of foreign policy and in internal affairs. We,
Communists, advocated many of them and we welcomed
them when they came about. We do so even now. But the
question is : Was this all that was possible?

In order to answer this question, we do not propose to
lay down a criterion of our own. Nor do we propose to
compare our record with that of countries which have taken
to the path of socialism. Nor do we even want to remind
Congress leaders of what promises they made in those days
when they were leading the battle for freedom.

We propose to do something more modest—examine the
situation today in the light of the pledges given only a few
years back, i.e., at the time of the Second General Elections
in 1957.
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“Good Progress”

In the Election Manifesto issued by the Congress in 1957,
the claim was made:

“We have made good progress and laid the foundations
of the new India of our dreams”.

Do facts substantiate this claim even today?

A pertinent issue in this connection is the growth of
national income. Over the entire period of the two plans,
national income increased only by 42 per cent or at the rate
of 3.05 per cent per annum (compound). This is a rate lower
than of even many underdeveloped countries. Per capita income
rose only by 16.7 per cent in this whole period.

At this rate, we shall take many many years—and not 25
years as the First Plan calculated—to double our per capita
income.

The Second Plan fixed certain industrial targets. Though
modest, many of them have not been reached. Moreover, as
the Third Plan Report says, “the shortfalls have occurred in
some of those very industries which are of crucial importance
and have deprived the economy of the benefits reckoned on
for the start of the Third Plan” (p. 454).

For instance, the target for steel was 4.3 million tons. It
has reached only 2.2 million. For nitrogenous fertilizers the
respective figures are 290 thousand and 110 thousand tons.
For cement, 13 million and 8.5 million tons. Production of
machineries to produce textile, cement and paper as well as
of several other items is far behind the schedule.

Our agricultural production, on which depends the state
of our economy as a whole, remain- precariously dependent
on monsoon despite the expenditure of over 1,500 crore
rupees. It barely keeps pace with the growth of population.
During the last three years we had to import 12 million tons
of foodgrains.

So unsatisfactory is the food situation that the Third Plan
Report had to admit that “the relative stability of the foodgrain
prices latterly has been due largely to PL 480 imports” (p.123).

Who can, with these facts before him assert that “the
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foundations of the new India of our dreams” have been laid?
The claim had little basis in reality in 1957. That position
has not changed substantially even today.

Land Reforms

The land problem, the Congress always proclaimed, is of para-
mount importance for our country. Agriculture is the decisive
sector of our economy. The relation between land reforms and
agricultural production has been stressed many a time—by
leading economists, by the Kisan Sabha and by Congressmen.

Thus, the Congress Agrarian Reforms Committee, pres-
ided over by the veteran Gandhiite, J.C. Kumarappa stated,
“It has been found by experience that unless land 1s owned
by the tiller, his incentive to production does not reach the
optimum”.

This was as early as 1949 when the Congress had atready
been in power for two years. What was promised in this
respect in 1957 and what is the result?

“On land”, the 1957 Manifesto said, “all intermediaries
must be progressively removed so that land is owned by the
cultivator himself. The principle of ceilings has been ac-
cepted and should be progressively introduced so as to bring
about a better distribution of land.”

Again, in December 1958, a Sub-Committee of the AICC
presided over by U.N. Dhebar, after considering “the ques-
tion of land reforms from the point of view of agricultural
production as well as achieving social and economic jus-
tice”, demanded land legislation “without any further de-
lay”. The whole thing was to be “completed in all States by
the end of 1959”. This was approved by the Congress

Where does the matter stand now? The Third Plan Report
replies:

“The impact of tenancy legislation on the welfare of the
tenants has been less than was hoped for. One of the prin-
cipal reasons for this is that in a number of States ejectments
of tenants have taken place on a considerable scale under
the plea of voluntary surrender” (p. 244).
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As regards ceilings, in several States they have yet to be
imposed. Even where ceilings have been fixed, the Third
Plan Report says: “On the whole it would be correct to say
that in recent years, transfers of land have tended to defeat
the aims of legislation for ceilings and to reduce its impact
on rural economy” (p. 229).

And, the UP Chief Minister, C. B. Gupta whom even his
worst enemies would not call a leftist, said in a public meeting
at Aligarh on June 19, 1961 that “ceiling on landholdings
has failed to serve its purpose”. He explained, “Before the
Act could be enforced, the owners had succeeded in distrib-
uting their land among their relatives and kinsmen. Very
little land is now available for distribution among the til-
lers.”

This is how the Congress implemented the slogan of land
to the tiller.

And yet the Congress Manifesto for the Third General
Elections has the audacity to proclaim : “Agrarian reforms
are the basis for rural progress. Much has been done in the
past years in regard to such reforms.”

Evidently, Congress leaders think not merely that people
have a short memory but .!so that they do not read even
government publications.

In view of the sorry results which the Congress brand of
agrarian reforms have achieved—both in relation to food
production and social justice——we may point out that in the
Election Manifesto of 1957 the Communist Party of India
had warned that “so many concessions have been made to
the landlords that very little land will be left for distribution
even if and when ceilings are imposed”. We had wamed
against the danger of “fictitious transfer of land”.

Our warning went unheeded. But today the Planning Com-
mission as well as leading Congressmen have to admit that
we were right.

As regards the most exploited strata in the rural areas—
the agricultural workers—the startling fact is that their con-
dition has actually deteriorated. -The Second Agricultural
Labour Enquiry revealed that:
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“The average daily wage rate of the male worker decreased
from 109 naya paise in 1950-51 to 96 naya paise in 1956-57
and the average daily wage rate of adult women too fell from
86 n.p. in 1950-51 to 59 n.p. in 1956-57. Child labour received
an average of 70 n.p. in 1950-51 and 53 n.p. in 1956-57.”

“No Exploitation and No Monopolies”’

“In economic relations” said the 1957 Congress Manifesto
“there should be no exploitation and no monopolies and
disparities in income should be progressively lessened”.

What has happened to this promise?

At no time in India’s history was there so much concen-
tration of economic power in so few hands as today. At no
time was the wealth of the few and the poverty of the many
so staggering. At no time did monopolists own or control
such a big sector of our economy as now.

These are not just sweeping statements. They are borne
out by facts. They are admitted by all economists.

Pressed to explain why was it that despite the increase in
national income, the condition of the masses remains as
wretched as ever and even deteriorates, Nehru said in the
Lok Sabha in August 1960 :

“We have to avoid and prevent too much accumulation of
wealth. If, after all this additional income, only five per
cent or ten per cent of the population have benefited by 1t
and ninety per cent have not, that is not a good result.”

A committee was appointed by the government to invest-
igate ito the matter, to discover where the increased na-
tional income has gone. To this day the findings of the
committee have not been published, nor are they likely to
be published till the elections are over—for reasons which
are only too obvious. But what little has leaked out to the
press is a sufficient condemnation of the government which
claims to be building a “socialistic pattern of society”.

However, we do not want to say anything at this stage
about the “leaked” information. The facts which are known
to all are sufficiently damning.



Third Elections—Communist Challenge 43

Out of a total of nearly 28,000 private and public limited
companies whose total assets comes to nearly 2,800 crores
of rupees, only 7 top houses own or control Rs 776 crores.
Even among these, the two super-giants Tatas and Birlas
have between them nearly 600 crores.

In the sphere of banking, the three top banks have nearly
30 per cent of the total deposits of all banks.

And if we take the entire organised private sector—planta-
tion, manufacture, banking, insurance and trade—it would
be revealed that less than 50 Indian and foreign big business
houses, firms and companies many of whom are closely
connected to each other, control between themselves no less
than 70-80 per cent of this sector.

Harsha Dev Malaviya, a loyal Congressman, had to say:
“It passes one’s comprehension as to how in these days of
socialist transition in the country... business tycoons in the
corporate sector are still allowed to wield power over so
large a number of companies as ten or more with all ben-
efits to reap from them and offer little in exchange” (Social-
ist Congressman, July 15, 1961).

But amazingly enough, even after all this, Congress lead-
ers have nothing to say as to what they propose to do. Their
present Election Manifesto only proclaims the following pious
principle :

“The fundamental problem in India is not only to in-
crease greatly the living standards of the people but also to
bring about progressively social and economic equality.
Existing inequalities and disparities in the social fabric are
ethically wrong and will obstruct [.rogress on all fronts and
produce considerable strains.”

It can be seen that Congress leaders are inordinately fond
of the word “progressively” which occurs again and again in
all their proclamations And no wonder, for it commits them
to nothing definite. In the ineantime, the power of big business
grows.

The power that big business wields is not confined to the
economic sphere alone They have intimate links with many
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of the top leaders of the Congress—quite a good number of
whose relatives are high-paid employees of these concerns.
The monopolists have their friends in many key positions in
our administration. Also they control the largest—circulated
newspapers which play a big role in moulding public opin-
ion.

And while the millionaires grow into multi-millionaires,
what is the condition of those whose labour has produced
the additional national wealth?

Union Labour Minister, Gulzarilal Nanda himself stated
in a speech in the Lok Sabha on 11th April, 1960 :

“Between 1939 and 1947 the standard of living of the
worker had declined by 25 per cent. By 1951, they recov-
ered lost ground. By 1955, real wages had risen by 13 per
cent. But since 1956 when prices again started rising, their
gains have to an extent been wiped out.”

The reports of the Census of Manufacturing Industries
reveal that since independence the workers have been pro-
ducing more and more values, the bulk of which are appro-
priated by the owners.

The value added per worker went up from Rs.1578 in
1946-47 to Rs.2792 in 1956-57. For each rupee that the
worker earned on an average in 1956-57, he returned that
rupee plus two rupee and 39 naya paise, i.e. 3.39 rupees.
This is how exploitation has been steadily intensified. This
is how the handful of monopolists have enriched themselves.

Not merely factory workers, but others too—office em-
ployees, teachers and other people with fixed income—get
systematically robbed in order to swell the coffers of the

rich.

“Prices at Reasonable Level”
This brings us to another declaration of the Congress Elec-
tion Manifesto of 1957.

“It is of the highest importance”, said that Manifesto,
“to keep prices at reasonable level and to prevent inflation.
To some extent inflation is almost inevitable in a developing
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economy (they should have said developing capitalist
economy—AG) but this should be kept fully in check and all
necessary steps should be taken to that end.”

What happened to this declaration?

The Third Plan Report replies:

“The Second Plan has been characterised by a persistent
upward trend in prices, though of course part of the rise was
a corrective to the earlier decline. Over the five-year period,
the rise in the general index of wholesale prices has been
about 30 per cent; food articles as a group have gone up by
some 27 per cent; industrial raw materials by 45 per cent,
manufactures by over 25 per cent” (p.121).

The index of wholesale prices, as we all know, does not
give adequate idea of the increase. Even then, the figures
are revealing enough

The steep rise in price of food hits, above all, the poorest
sections. The rise of 30 per cent in the price of cloth and
similar rise in case of many other articles of everyday con-
sumption, had nothing to do either with wages or anything
else. They were just a looting of the people by big business.
The Congress Governmen* did nothing to prevent or even
minimise the loot.

But when workers demanded hi -her dearness allowance
to compensate for the increase in prices, they were told that
this would give rise to inflation. The way the government
suppressed the strike of its own employees is known to all
and needs no narration.

The present Congress Manifesto keeps discreetly silent
about what it said on prices in 1%57 and what actually
happened. But that does not prevent it from making new
promises. Their “new” Manifesto tells: “Prices of essential
commodities should be stabilised and trading on State ac-
count should be undertaken whenever this is found pos-
sible.”

Naturally, they do not say anything about the fate of their
resolution on State-trading in foodgrains.
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Incentive for Rich, Sacrifice by Poor

“The principal burden of finding resources”—said the 1957
Congress Election Manifesto—"“must inevitably fall on the
people of the country. This burden has to be borne. But, it
should be spread out in such a way as to fall chiefly on
those who are in a better position to shoulder it. The struc-
ture of taxation is being reconstructed with this object in
view. This process will all also help in reducing disparities
in income and wealth” (our emphasis).

What has actually happened?

Between 1950-51 and 1961-62 total tax revenue of the
Central Government increased by 411 crores of rupees. Of this,
direct taxes whose burden “falls chiefly on those who are in a
better position to shoulder it” increased by only Rs.76 crores.
Indirect taxes which hit the common man the most, increased
by Rs.335 crores. The corresponding figures in respect df State
Governments are Rs.110 crores and Rs. 220 crores.

In the name of providing “incentives”, the government
gives numerous concessions to the rich.

It refuses to take measures against foreign capital of the
type that Egypt, Indonesia and Cuba did, measures which
would extend the public sector and also place vast resources
in the hands of the government.

It refuses to nationalise banking and general insurance in
order not to offend the monopolists.

At the same time, it goes on throwing more and more
burdens on the people and calls for “sacrifice”. The rich
need “incentives”, the poor have to “sacrifice”—such is the
logic. Innumerable struggles have taken place all over the
country against this policy. The anti-tax struggle in Bihar
which grew into a vast movement is one such example.

It would have been good if Congress leaders had told in
their “new” Manifesto in what manner they implemented
the 1957 declaration. They have not done that. Instead, once
again, they say: “Taxation should be so devised as to aim at
lessening disparities of income and increasing the resources
available for development.”
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What reason is there to believe that this declaration also
will not met the same fate as the declaration made in 19577

If one reads the new Congress Election Manifesto, one
might think that there is some reason. May be, at long last,
Congress leaders are becoming conscious that they owe a
duty to the people and are going to change their taxation
policies. Those who harbour such illusions should read the
Third Plan Report.

TheReport admits that additional taxation in the Second
Plan was of the order of 1,052 crores of rupees as against
an estimate of 450 crores. The proposal now is to levy fur-
ther additional taxes of 1,710 crores during the Third Plan.

On whom will this stupendous burden fall?

“In the field of income tax™ we are told, “the scope for
raising the rates are generally limited.” As regards “wealth
tax, the capital gains tax, the expenditure tax and estate
duty”, all of which are paid by the rich, “the yield from
these taxes are relatively small”.*

Why?

No straight reply was given but it is suggested that there
should be *“as few loopholes as possible for evasion or avoid-
ance of taxes”—which gives the reply eloquently enough.

Then as regards “taxation of corporate incomes”, which
again is paid by the rich, “a numbe: of tax incentives and
concessions are at present being given for investment”. These
will remain but “kept under continuous review”—which elastic
phrase can mean anything including further concession, if
past budgets are any indication.

Where then will the big sum of 1,710 crores of rupees
come from?

The answer is :“The Third Plan will involve a substan-
tial increase of indirect taxation”. Then follows : “Indirect

* It should be noted that a UN publication, Processes and Problems
of Industrialisation (1955), stated that “indirect taxes tend to have an
adverse effect on industrial development” since they “are likely to raise
the prices of domestic manufacture™ and since they, by their regressive
nature “tend to restrict the local market”.
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taxation along these lines tends to raise the price paid by
a domestic consumer. This is a sacrifice that has to be ac-
cepted as part of the Plan.” (Third Five-Year Plan,
pp.102-104).

Nothing could be plainer. And yet they talk, in their present
Manifesto, “of stabilisation” of prices and of “lessening dis-
parities of income”.

Such is the contrast between the pious platitudes of the
Election Manifesto and the actual proposals of the Third
Plan. Yet both have come from the same party!

“Unemployment is Bad”

“Unemployment is not only bad for the individual but is a
disorder injurious to social health”—opined the Congress
Election Manifesto of 1957.

The Second Plan started with a backlog of 5.3 million
unemployed. The number now stands at nine million. Not
only that. It was estimated by Prof. P.C. Mahalonobis, Stat-
istical adviser to the Central Cabinet and Member of the
Planning Commission that 20 million of our people have
hardly one hour’s work a day, 27 million have less than two
hours a day, 45 million have less than four hours a day and
so on. Our vast manpower, which in a socialist society could
have been a big national asset, is becoming a chronic and
ever-intensifying problem.

Undeterred by this grim reality, the new Manifesto pro-
claims : “The ending of unemployment is of vital import-
ance both from the economic and social point of view.”

It is not necessary to give more extracts from the 1957
Election Manifesto of the Congress and contrast them with
the present reality. What has been said is enough to prove
that the record of the Congress has been an unbroken record

of broken pledges.

Lack of Time—Bogus Plea

Let it be clearly understood that we, Communists, have never
asserted that the legacies of nearly two hundred years of
British rule can be liquidated in a few years.
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No matter which Government is in power, the task of
rebuilding the country would be gigantic and would require
time for completion.

Nevertheless, as we have stated repeatedly, those polit-
ical, social and economic measures which alone can create
firm basis for national regeneration do not require a long
period.

It does not require a long time to nationalise the most
important British concerns as well as those sectors of economy
which should be nationalised in the interest of the country.

It does not require 4 long time to abolish landlordism
and hand over land to the peasants.

It does not require a long time to evolve a just system of
taxation.

It dose not require a long time to ensure that increase in
national wealth gets equitably distributed.

The question is not one of time. It is one of bias in
favour of particular classes—the propertied classes.

We have dealt at some length with certain economic policies
of the government and their results. We have done so be-
cause it is in this sphere th»t the Government makes the
loudest claims. But our criticism of the Congress regime is
not confined to this aspect alone. It covers a much wider
field.

Corruption and Authoritarianism

Take the question of corruption which has become so rampant.
Congress leaders either minimise its extent or blame “every-
body” for this.

They refuse to recognise that at the root of this wide-
spread corruption lie the twin phenomena of enormous con-
centration of wealth in a few hands and the concentration of
political power in the hands of a single political party—the
relationship between whom grows closer every year.

How big business subscribes to the funds of the Con-
gress and how Congress leaders protect their interest are
known so widely that they need no elaboration.

Com. 9. 4
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Serious charges of corruption have been made in almost
every State by responsible people against officials and even
against Ministers. These charges are not even investigated.

The result is lowering of morale, encouragement to mal-
practices, loss of confidence. Apart from corruption of the
most blatant type, there is also the practice of a large part
of the allocation for social welfare being spent to provide
fat salaries for favourites of Ministers and for supporters of
particular Congress factions.

Congress leaders are never tired of speaking about
democracy. But their actual record is one that can inspire
little confidence.

Everyone knows how the votaries of constitutionalism
organised, in alliance with dark forces of communalism and
casteism, the “popular upsurge” in Kerala, how the Central
Government aided and abetted the “struggle” and Row a
democratically elected Government was dismissed because
it represented a party other than the Congress and tried to
serve, within the framewotk of the Constitution, the mass of
the people.

A few months before this, a Congress leader, speaking at
the AICC meeting held in Hyderabad, had warned that the
“contagion” from Kerala might spread to other states.

As regards civil liberties, no less a person than the Pres-
ident of our Republic, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, himself expressed
the view in November 1960 at the Governors’ Conference
that there had been more police firings in India since Inde-
pendence than during the days of British rule.

The powers of the bureaucracy and the police remain as
sweeping as ever and these powers are used in the same way
as the British days. Recently, Mr. Justice A.N. Mulla deliv-
ering a judgement of the Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad
High Court, remarked :

“I say with all sense of responsibility that there is not a
single lawless group in the whole country, whose record of
crimes is anywhere near the record of that organised unit
which is known as the Indian police force.”
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Perhaps never in any democratic country did a judge of
the High Court utter such scathing condemnation of the
police force. It should make the leaders of the Congress sit
up.

Officials, with a few honourable exceptions, continue to
act and behave as they did in the days of the British. They
consider themselves to be not servants of the people but
their masters. Volumes can be written about the repression
that the Government lets loose whenever the people, driven
by misery, rise in struggle. Eighty persons were killed and
over 200 injured during the food agitation in Calcutta. Eight
were killed and 12,000 jailed in Punjab in connection with
the anti-betterment levy agitation. The list is unending. Only
recently 16,000 peasants were arrested in Madras State during
the ceiling agitation.

The authoritarian and anti-democratic outlook which
Congress leaders have acquired can be seen in many other
spheres as well. Years of uninterrupted rule have made them
intolerant of criticism even from their own ranks.

They use the power of the Government to discriminate
against and sometimes ever to suppress local bodies which
are not under their control.

Also, funds allotted by the Government to help victims
of such natural calamities as floods are often spent in such
a way as to strengthen the position of the Congress party or
the ruling faction inside it.

Disruption of National Unity

The Congress enjoys monopoly of sower. It runs the Cent-
ral Government, it runs all the State Governments, it con-
trols a big majority of corporations, municipalities, district
boards and even panchayats.

Such a dominant pocition of a single party in the polit-
ical life of the country should normally prevent the growth
of fissiparous, disruptive and centrifugal forces.

In reality, just the opposite has happened.

The unity that existed when India won freedom has, to a
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great extent, been disrupted. Forces of communalism, casteism,
regionalism and linguistic chauvinism have grown alarm-
ingly in recent years. So serious has the situation become
that Prime Minister Nehru exclaimed once that he would be
prepared “to sacrifice even national planning to save na-
tional unity”.

This growth of disruptive forces and tendencies is due to
complex causes some of which are rooted in our history.
But they could not have assumed such menacing propor-
tions if the Congress had acted correctly.

We cannot agree with the thesis advanced in the Con-
gress Election Manifesto that “the attraction of political power
led to factions and numerous political groupings” and that
“the general release of energy often led people in a wrong
direction” and so on. We cannot agree with this thesns for
it amounts to throwing the whole blame on the people and
giving an alibi to the ruling party.

It is evident that after the attainment of freedom the unity
that the national movement had built up could not continue
indefinitely on the old basis. New problems faced the nation,the
problem of rebuilding our country and of refashioning of
our life. These problems could be tackled and national unity
could be forged on a new basis only if the ruling party did
the following things:

Place before the people an inspiring national objective
and take radical measures to achieve it—nationalisation of
foreign concerns, land to the tiller, etc.

Deprive reactionary classes and elements of their eco-
nomic power.

Work out and firmly implement a correct policy on lan-
guages, linguistic states and on protection of minorities.

Take measures to overcome regional disparities as far as
possible and uplift backward classes and tribal people.

Launch a powerful and sustained nationwide campaign against
obscurantist forces, against communalism, casteism etc.

Instead of doing all this, the Congress followed policies
of compromise and concessions and of drift. Inevitably, the
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mood of frustration and anger replaced the earlier mood of
hope and enthusiasm. Reactionary forces took full advant-
age of this situation.

Sometimes, even the just demands of the people as re-
gards regional development and language got distorted and
were given a disruptive turn by interested parties. Some-
times, the Congress itself directly helped the growth of
communalism by alliance with avowedly communal parties—
as in Kerala and in Punjab. Quite often, appeals in the name
of caste were made by Congress candidates to secure votes.

In this way national unity got disrupted. In this way
princes, landlords and extreme reactionaries who, at the time
when the nation won freedom, stood isolated and discred-
ited could, in a number of states, stage a comeback and win
some measure of popular support by playing on people’s
discontent, by demagogy and by fanning hatred against
minority communities.

Federation of Warring Groups

Policies that could not unite the nation could not retain the
unity of the Congress either. Factionalism of the most acute
type has become chronic ii. the Congress organisation in
practically every state—factionalism based on power-politics,
on the question as to which group vould have how many
ministers, whose candidates will get imore tickets, how con-
tracts and jobs will be distributed and so on.

Honest Congressmen, many of whom dedicated their whole
life to the service of the country, feel themselves out of
place in such an atmosphere and often get pushed out or
voluntarily retire.

In one State after another, the Congress is assuming the
character of a loose federation of warring groups, held to-
gether by common desire to retain power and by the tower-
ing perscnality of Jawaharlal Nehru.

The ugly incidents that occur in practically every State
Congress Committee, the squabbles based on nothing but
lust for power, the never-ending intrigues that have become
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a marked feature of internal Congress life, the scramble for
tickets that grows as elections approach—all these bring out
vividly the degeneration which has set in and which defy all
“solutions”.

The state of affairs inside the Congress was described by
Lakshmi Menon, the Deputy Minister for External Affairs,
in a recent speech which she made at a meeting of Con-
gressmen in Nagpur :

Describing, Prime Minister Nehru as the only Congress-
man who followed Gandhian principles faithfully, she said,
most Congressmen, while swearing by the Gandhian way of
life, merely represented the reactionary urges in India. She
said she was chagrined to find that in the nation’s Parlia-
ment, Congressmen were foremost in their opposition to
progressive legislation concerning overdue social reforms.

“Mrs. Menon said most Congressmen, unlike the Prime
Minister, were insincere in their behaviour. Many of them
donned Khadi but secretly owed allegiance to or harboured
sympathies with communal organisations like the Jana Sangh
or Hindu Mahasabha or the RSS. It would be far more honest
if such persons left the Congress and openly worked with
those whom they agreed with” (Times of India, Novem-ber
18,1961).

Mrs. Menon did not explain why such persons are kept
in the organisation and not expelled.

Further,

“Mrs. Menon deplored the ‘increasingly noticeable ten-
dency among Congressmen and Congress Committees to go
after money’. It was very distressing, she said, to find that
several deserving persons who had made sacrifices in the
fight for freedom were ignored by the Congress Committees
and discarded in favour of those who gave money to the
organisation...” (ibid).

Lakshmi Menon said plenty of more things in the same
strain. Her criticism was so “scathing and trenchant” that
the President of the Nagpur Congress Committee who pres-
ided, “appealed to Mrs. Menon to convey her sentiments to
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the great leaders of the organisation with whom she was in
close touch, rather than ‘harrying and confusing’ Congress-
men at lower levels” (ibid).

Weaken Monopoly of Congress Power

No comment is necessary. Unfortunately, however, Lakshmi
Menon did not probe deep enough. She did not try to lay
bare the causes which have led to such lowering of morale.

In view of such things, is it at all surprising that when
leaders of Congress preach the need for sacrifice, for hon-
esty, for high standard of public morals, when they con-
demn casteism, communalism and obscurantism, people merely
shrug their shoulders and smile cynically?

For all these reasons, the Communist Party considers
that in the forthcoming elections, it is of utmost importance
that the anti-people policies of the Congress are exposed,
the damage done by them are explained and people rallied
to weaken and—where possible—break the Congress mono-
poly of power.

That would be good for the country and the people. That
would be good for the Con;ress itself, for it would help
honest Congressmen to fight the evils that have crept in,
with greater chances of success.

Defeat Forces of Right Reaction

That does not mean, however, that we merely want the defeat
of the Congress — no matter at whose hands. Our attitude
towards the Congress and its policies has nothing in com-
mon with the attitude of parties, groups and elements of the
extreme right.

They say they too want to defeat the Congress. That is
true. But the fact is that thev denounce and oppose precisely
those policies of the Congress which are of a relatively
progressive character. The policies they want to impose on
the country are policies of rank reaction. They want to turn
back the wheels of history.
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Foreign Policy

For instance, it is well-known that India’s foreign policy,
the policy of peace, non-alignment and anti-colonialism, has
raised our prestige throughout the world. India has built
friendly relation with socialist countries which has helped
her to strengthen her national economy and build a number
of heavy industries in the public sector.

We, Communists, have voiced some criticism of India’s
foreign policy. We have pointed out that it is not consistent
enough.

We regret the failure of our Government to sharply con-
demn American imperialists who organised the invasion of
Cuba.

We regret the non-recognition of the Algerian people’s
revolutionary Government.

We deplore the fact that due to the half-hearted attitude
taken by us in recent periods, in relation to colonialists and
neo-colonialists, our prestige, especially in the African coun-
tries, has received a setback.

We strongly urge the recognition of the German Demo-
cratic Republic, whose existence cannot be ignored and which
pursues a policy of peace and opposition to colonialism. We
also demand action to liberate Goa.

Our attitude towards the Government of India’s foreign
policy is, therefore, one of general support, together with
the demand that it should become firmer and more consist-
ent.

India-China Dispute
Some people think that the line that we take in the sphere
of foreign policy is self-contradictory because, whereas we
demand action to hiberate Goa, we, while firmly upholding
India’s territory integrity, have urged that our dispute with
China should be settled through negotiations. In reality,
however, there is no such contradiction.

Portugal is an imperialist country with no common fron-
tiers with India. Not even Dr. Salazar claims that there is
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any border dispute between Portugal and India. People who
are indisputably Indian are subjected to repression and hu-
miliation in Goa. They are denied elementary human rights
and the right to unite with India.

Goa, therefore, belongs to a specific category. Our na-
tional freedom itself will not be complete till the Goan people
are liberated.

Such is not the nature of the dispute which India has
with China. We want that India’s territorial integrity be
defended by all means at our disposal, no matter who en-
croaches on it. But we also urge that every effort should be
made to solve the border dispute between our country and
China by peaceful methods.

Our critics may say that this attitude we adopt only be-
cause China is a country where Communists wield power.
Let them remember that even in relation to Pakistan whose
forces occupied a part of Indian territory by military action,
whose regime we sharply criticise, where the Communist
Party is illegal, where scores of Communists are in prison
and several have been killed, we have always advocated
negotiations.*

In this matter our posi.on has been the same as the
position of the Government of India.

Further it must be admitted that - he Government of India
does not act in a straight-forward manner in this matter.
From time to time they announce that India’s air space is
being violated by planes coming from China, that Chinese

*It should be noted that in our last Election Manifesto (1957) it was
stated : “The Communist Party will do ai. .. its power to assist the
liberation movement inside Goa and strive to secure effective interven-
tion by the Government so that this last vestige of colonial rule on our
fair soil is wiped out”.

“It will strive for the estallishment of relations of friendship be-
tween India and Pakistan, for increase in trade, mutual and other con-
tacts between the two countries as well as for greater facilities for
communication between their peoples.”

The consistency of our stand is self-evident.






