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ommunist Resolution for Tripuri

UNITY AND STRUGGLE

R. D. Bharadwaj, Bankim Mukherji, Somnath Lahiri,
N. Dutt Mazumdar, S. G. Sardesai, V. D. Chitale and other
Communist members of the AICC have sent the following draft
resolution :

TheCongress reiterates the ialicnable nght of the Indian people
to complete national independence The Congress declares that no
constitution except onc framed by the frecly clected Constituent
Assembly shall be accepted by the nation

In spitc of the uncquivocal opposition of the nation. the Slave
Constrtution. as embodicd in the Government of India Act. was
maugurated in April 1936 Impenalism 1s now preparng to impose
on the nation the blackest part of the Act—the Federal Scheme
That national opposition to the Federation has not made Impenalism
abandon the scheme 1s cvident from the recent st~tements of the
Viccroy and other responsible British statesmen

At the same time. becausc of the rapidly developing cnsis i
the international arena and because of the growing power of the
Congress. British Impenalism fears to precipitate conflict with the
united national forces Its prescnt policy is therefore of
(1) consolidating its international position by alhance with Fascist
Powers, (2) making concthatory gestures in order to win over a
scction of the national forces, spht the Congress and weaken 1t.
(3) extending the hife of the present Central Legslaturc indefimtely.
(4) encouraging communal and oth.= disruptive forces

Expenence of the last two years has proved that without power
at the Centre. without replacing the existing 1rresponsive and
irresponstble Central Government by a Government elected by the
people and responsible to them, it 1s not possible to fully implement
the Congress Election programme Repressive laws. hike that aganst

* Published m “NATIONAL FRONT ' March 1939
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sedition. continue on the Statutc Book and arc frequently being
used in Non-Congress Provinees . the notorious Princes Protection
Act 1s used to suppress agitation in British India against Princely
misrule : the Army 1s requisitioned to suppress the States™ people™s
movement : trade and industry are crippled by the continuation of
the ruinous 18d ratio . an excessively large portion of the state
income 1s spent for an expensive Army. thercby starving the
Provinces and preventing them from undertaking ameliorative
measures and nation-building activitics

Even in the Provinces the bureaucracy. the Civil Services and
the Police remain irremovable and outsidce effective control of the
Mumnistries. The laws of the Central Government invest them with
extraordinary powers as regards prohibition of political
demonstrations and meetings, arrests, etc Governor’'s assent to
Progressive social measures is not given. sometimes for months |
(Orissa Tenancy Bill. Frontier Tent Bill. etc ) the Upper Houses
packed with rcpresentatives of reactionary vested interests, can
delay thc promulgation of all progressive laws

National rescntment against the sham constitution which transfers
no real power to the Indian people is increasing The Congress has
grown more powerful than ever. workers and peasants. cven the
most backward sections of them. have entered the pohitical arena.
have developed powerful orgamsations and have ralhied in ever
increasmng numbers round the Congress.

In the States the tremendous awakeming of the people has
evoked the wrath of the Princes and therr ally imperialism. and the
popular movement for Responsible Government 1s being sought to
be drowned in blood. Impeniahist intervention against(the States
people and in favour of the Princes 1s increasing In ‘pllc of the
ruthless repression the popular movement is gainiio:trength.
artificial barriers are breaking down The States lc have
entered the political arena as a mighty force. a detachment of the
national Army.

In view of the tremendous strength that the popular forces have
attained. in view of the present international situation and in view
of the continued defiance of the popular will by British Imperialism.
The congress feels that the timc is ripe for passing on to the
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offensive. The imperialist policy of preparing the ground for
federation can be dcfeated only by uniting the entirc national
forces-workers, pcasants. statcs” people and all frecedom loving
Indians for a forward move for an all-round attack on the slave
constitution as a whole.

The Congress. therefore, reiterates the national demands for
complcte independence, immediate withdrawal of the Army of
Occupation, complete control over Defence, Foreign Affairs and
Finance by the Indian pcople. The Congress calls upon the British
Government to concede these demands immediately and in their
cntirety.

In case of non-acceptance of thesc demands within six months
thc Workirg committee shall review the situation as it cxists then
and shall take whatever steps are necessary to enforce the people’s
will.

With the object of preparing the country for mass struggle on
a national scalc and for mobilising the cntire people for active
participation in the battle for independence the Congress adopts
the following Plan of Actions :—

(a) Intensive campaign throughout the country against the Federal
Scheme, against the existing autocratic Central Government. against
the limitations imposed on Provincial Governments under the
Government of India Act, against the entire slave Canstitution.

(b) Extensive popularisation of thc demand for the Constituent
Asscmbly as expressing the sovercign right of the Indian people
to self-detcrmination.

(c) Incorporation of thc basic demands of the toiling masses in
concretc and specific form in the Congress programme.

(d) Elimination of corruption from Congress ranks by strict
supcrvision of membership rolls. by vigorous functioning of the
Congrecss Committees and by ensuring active participation of the
rank and file in thc work of the Con, . :ss.

(¢) Creation of an All-India Voluntcer Corps of at least a million
members as the nucleus of the national militia: arrangement for
political and technical training of the Congress workers.

() Rapid implementation of thc Elcction Programme by the
Congress Ministries with regard to social legislation and
establishment of democratic libettics.
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(g) Establishment of closc United Front relations between the
Congress and the workers and peasants organisations : active support
by thc Congress to workers and peasants in their struggle for
economic and democratic demands.

(h) Unity with communal minoritics espccially Muslims and
untouchables through appeal for joint struggles. through negotiations
with their organisations and through direct work among the masses
of the minority communities. granting of all minority demands
consistent with basic principles of national unity.

(i) Formation of Coalition Ministries wherever possible on the
basis of thc Congress Election programme.

(j) Co-ordination of the States peoplc’s struggles and developing
them as an integral part of the national libcration movement.
through a Committec appointed by the Congress. Formation of
Congress Committecs, in the States to conduct the States people’s
movement for Responsible Government and Civil Libertics.
Adoption of a Charter of Demands of the States people defining
Responsiblec Government and mobilisation ofmass support
throughout the copntry in its favour. Solidarity demonstrations and
organisation of relief for the States people in British India.



INDIAN WORKERS’ GREAT
ONE-DAY STRIKE

Ben Bradley

The most important cvent in India of recent times was the tremendous
onc-day strike against the Bombay Trades Dispute Bill. In Bombay
alone, on lcss than two hundred thousand workers of all trades
came out on the strects in strike action, in order to demonstrate
their mehatlc opposition to a mecasure which is calculated to
severely curtail their liberty of action.

The original text of the Bill as brought forward by the Bombay
Congress Ministry carly in March last, opened by stating that it
was to aid in the “prevention of strikes and lock-outs and to
promotc amicablc scttlement of Trades Disputes in factories and
other industrial establishments.™ Even a glance at the original text
of the Bill shows that its mamn purpose and trend was to restrict
the freedom of trade union movement. and render dircct action of
the workers almost impossible. The main title of the B:ll disclosed
its purpose, to prevent strikes and lock-outs.

As soon as the original text of the Bill was made public, the
Trade Union lecaders in India expressed their unanimous
condcmnation, and at a mass meeting of workers held on Kamgar
Maidan, Bombay. on March 7. Subhas Chandra Bose, President
of the Indian National Congress, also expressed his dlssatlsfactlon
with the measure.

It was recognised on all sides that the pressing through of such
a measure could only have extremely serious repercussions in
relation to the United National Front in India. The Ministries of
the seven Provinces where there are Congress majorities, are bound
by the pledges which outline the National Congress policy towards
working-class legislation. The Election Manifesto of the Congress
fully understood the democratic character of the economic struggle
of the masses. It assured the workers the right to strike and
organise, it promised freedom for the Trade Union Movement, and
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also declared that the Congress would establish conciliation
machinery for scttiement of industrial disputes.

The Legislative Assemblies with Congress Mimistrics has
acquired an important significance for thc working-class. The
Congress Ministrics are under mandate to pass measures extending
democratic rights and libertics. to remove burcaucratic restrictions,
thus cnabling the workers and peasants to organise and struggle
for better economic conditions. It is with these facts in mind that
we consider the Bill which rouscd the opposition of the Indian
working-class movement.

Onc of the most objcctionable features of the original text runs
as follows -

1. Any Union may apply to thc Registrar for registration as
a recognised Union. On receipt of such application for registration.
the Registrar shall forward a copy of the application to the employer
or cmployers concerned. and on receipt of a communication from
such emplover or employers to the cffect that the Union has
received recognition from them the Registrar shall procced to
register such union as a recognised Union

This clausc-would mean that no union would be registered
unless the said Union satisfied thc emplovers

We will not go into detail in connection with the onginal text,
becausc when the Draft Bill was published in the Government
Gazette and presented to the Bombay Provincial Legislative
Assembly six months later. on July 30. 1t had been considerably
amended Prcsumably. the vigorous opposition created as a result
of the publication of the original text caused the sponsors of the
Bill to make these alterations.

For example. it is very sigmficant that the operjing statement
was altered from "aid in the prevention of strikes, cfc.” to “‘make
provision for the promotion of peaccful and amicaple settlement
of industrial disputes by conciliation and arbitration 4nd for certain
other purposcs.™ Further. the clause referred to earliet in connection
with submitting an application for registration to the employers
first. does not appear in the published Draft of the Bill.

Even with the drastic alterations made in the wording between
the first and sccond Drafts of the Bill, still the Bill as submitted
remained most objectionable. Ignoring the protests of the Bombay
Provincial Trade Union Congress, the new Draft embodied the
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same principles which had evoked the protests. The most vicious
aspect of the Bill was that it would take away from the worker
the only cffective weapon he has—the right to strike.

The Trades Disputes Act (1929) of the Government of India.
which cvoked so much protest, prevents lightning strike by
prescribing a month’s notice in public utility service. The present
Bill not only demands a notice of strike, but makes every strikes
which takes place before the conciliatory proceedings are over
illegal, but the notice provision, together with the conciliatory
procecdings. would makc strikes impossible for a period of between
three to five months—thus strike action would be paralysed under
this Bill.

The -crininal draft blatantly announced its preference for
arbitration and company Unions. The new proposals are intended
to do the same with equal effectiveness. Militant unions, disfavoured
by the owners. are effectively shut off from representing the workers,
or cntering into collective agreements before the Conciliation Court.
Under Scction 7 of the Bill any recognised Union with not less than
five per cent. membership of the total number of employees will
be declared a Registered Union under the Act. A Registered Union
sccures the right of representing the workers under certain conditions
in the Conciliation Court. The Bill does not lav down any provision
regarding recognition. Therc is no obligation on the owners to
recognise a genuinely representative union. The question is left to
the sweet will of the owners who are notorious for their hostility
to any independent union. The provision. therefore, is a direct
incitement to start company unions or recognise anti-working-class
ones and securc them the right of representation beforc the
Conciliation Court.

The same scction provides that where a Union is not recognised
it must show 50 per cent membership of the total emploved before
it is registered, i.e., before it can claim to recognise the workers
in a Court of Conciliation. Anyone conversant with the Trade
Union Movement knows that very few Unions can boast of consistent
50 per cent membership. This provision therefore threatens the
existence of free Trade Unions.

The Bill provides for the establishment of a pecrmanent tribunal
for Arbitration—the Industrial Court—and contemplates making
arbitration more and morc the dominant method of settling disputes.
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The Conciliation proccedings arc to last for a peniod of three to
five months—no strikcs can take place dunng this period.

The owners. however have been allowed a number of exceptions.
They can lock-out their employces in a period of industrial
depression. No noticc is necessary. The workers cannot take the
dispute to the Conciliation Court. Notice is required only for lock-
out ansing out of a tradc dispute. Schedule II of the Bill allows
the owners to rcduce the number of employces on the plea “that
the character or volumc of production has changed.” Thus under
the plea of temporary depression the owner can dismiss any number
without notice. without conciliation proceedings. The change will
become operative immediately. The workers are not atlowed to give
an immediate reply to this sudden change. Scction 62 (b) (a) (c)
makes it illegal to stnke before the conciliation proccedings arc
over, that is. for a period of three to five months. In the mcanwhile
the change will continuc to be in operation. This 1s nothing but
a legal provision to break the solidanity of the workers. The Bill
makes conciliatory proceedings absolutely binding on the workers
but not on thc owners.

This same attempt to load the workers with heavy restrictions
is seen in other provisions. Owners may lock-out their factories
without notice by pleading industrial dcpression. But workers
cannot strike for the whole period of conciliation. when prices are
rising. World conditions exempt owners from the operation of the
Act. but not the workers.

This partiality for the owners is notoriously seen in Section 28.
That Section makes it incumbent on workers to give notice of every
change that is desired. But the clause binding thc owners to give
notice convcniently omits the question of wages. One 1§ apt to treat
this as an oversight. But the precise way in which the workers’
responsibilities are mentioned, makes one belicve that the omission
is deliberatc. Anyway, the Bill as it stands does not} require any
notice or conciliation proceedings when the owners want to reduce
wages. At the same time it compels workers to resort to conciliation
whenever a change is desired. No comment is necessary on this
provision which so shamelessly favours the owners. There are a
number of such provisions which directly or indirectly allow the
owners to makc changes and simultaneously deprive the workers
of the right to resist immediately.
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Under Section 62. every strike, whether before or after conciliation
procecdings, against the standing orders of thc management. is
rendered illegal for a period of one year. So far as the standing
orders are concerned the right to strike is abolished for a year. So
far as other matters are concemed no strike can be declared or
commenced till after the conciliation proceedings are over. Workers
cannot declare a strike only for the reason that the employer has
not carried out provision of any standing ordcer and has made an
illegal change. The provision herc is absolute. This is followed by
another provision which restricts the right still further. After
conciliation proceedings a strike to be legal must be commenced
within two months after the expiry of the conciliation proccedings.
Thus in various ways the right to dircct action is so narrowed down
that the freedom to strike is given only for two months aftcr expiry
of conciliation proccedings.

The new Bill cnhances the penaltics for illegal strikes The
original draft prescribed a finc equal tu one day’s wage for every
day of the illegal strike. The present proposals prescribe a penalty
of six month’s imprisonment or fine, or both. The same pcnalties
arc prescribed for instigation. The Trade Disputes Act of the
Central Government prescribes three month’s imprisonment for
illegal strikes. The Bombay Ministry intends to outbid the Central
Government in legislative tyranny.

Strike is the only effective weapon of struggle in the last resort.
In the final stage it is thc normal form of industrial unrest, the most
common form of worker’s resistancc. On the other hand, the
owner’s counter offensive does not normally take the form of lock-
out. It takes the form of strike-breaking. Lock-out, as a method
of intimidating thc workers, is rarely used. In the nature of things
it cannot be used as a normal weapon of counter-offensive. By
putting strikes and lock-outs in the same category the Bill penalises
the only weapon of the workers.

The Bombay Provincial Trade union Congress made every
effort to meet the Congress Ministers in order to discuss their
objections.to the Bill and to endeavour to get them to retrace their
steps. The Bill was opposed in the Legislative Assembly by
representatives of the Trade Union Movement, but the Congress
Government persisted in pressing through this measure.
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At huge worker s ralhies all over India. workers voiced their protests
against this rcactionary Bill.

On October 16 the Bombay workers. under the leadership of
the Bombay Provincial Tradc Union Congress. decided to organisc
a onc-day Protest Strike to demonstrate agamst this unwanted Bill,
and to demand its withdrawal, The Congress Socialist Party opposcd
this plan of the B.P.T.U.C. to rally the workers against this measure
and in defence of their trade union nights.

As November 7 drew near the Maharashtra Provincial Congress
Committee mobilised all its resources in an endeavour to counter
the call of the B.P.T.U.C. for the onc-day Protest Strike. Motor
lornes fitted with loud speakers went around the working-class
areas calling upon the workers not to strike : meetings were
arranged for front-rank Congress Icaders. but the poor attendances
at these meetings showed. as the Bombay Scntinel. a Nationalist
evening daily, stated on November 2, that even all this ™ has not
cut much icc among the mill workers. The strike will come off as
planned by the Labour leaders and the demonstration promuses to
be a very imposing one.”

A last-minutc cffort was made by Labour leaders to prevail
upon the Congress Ministry to postpone the further consideration
of the Bill and discuss its provisions at a Joint Conference with
labour representatives. This was rejected.

November 7. 1938, camc, and 1t will go down in the history
of the Indian working-class movement as onc of the greatest
demonstrations of the working-class in defence of trade union
rights. No less than 200.000 workers of all trades came out on
the streets of Bombay alonc. Only 6 out of a total of 69 textile
mills of Bombay worked partially during the day shift. Irj not one
Mill did the night shift workers turn up. The Municipal Wgrkshops
closed down. The scavengers joined the protest strike. At Kurla,
a suburb of Bombay. 3,000 workers downed tools. Five ghousand
tannery workers of Dharavi joined up. The overwhclming majoritv
of the building workers, 5,000 domestic servants. compositors and
machine-men of many presses in Girgaum, including those employed
at the press of Patil (The Secretary of the Bombay Congress
Committee), all the gold, silver and brass workers in Bhulshwar
and Mandvi participated in the strike.

“For the first time in the history of this great industrial city
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which has backed the Congress to its utmost power and strength
in all its trials and vicissitudes, the word of the Congress failed
in a most dismal manner.”” (Bombay Sentinel. November 7. 1938).

Never had Bombay scen such a complcte and spontancous
strike. Never had the unity of the working-class been demonstrated
in such a striking manner. It was the most important mass
demonstration of workers since thc great strike movements of

1928-29.

The rally at the Kamgar Maidan was attended by over one
hundred thousand strikers. This vast gathering passed the resolution
condemning the Labour Bill without a single dissentient voice.

It was not in Bombay alone that the proletariat struck. At
Ahmedubad, the fortress of Mr. Gulzarilal Nanda, 10.000 workers
of 12 mills came out on strike. This in spite of the utmost efforts
made by the Majoor Mahajan (Ahmedabad Labour Association),
in spite of the ordcrs issued by the police practically prohibiting
processions.

At Sholapur. the Jumi Mill workers were the first to down tools.
The workers came out cn bloc and formed a procession of 8.000
led by Meenakshi Sardesai. This was the signal for the workers
of other mills. By noon. 80 per cent. of the workers were out on
the streets. All the women workers in Bidi factories joined the
strike.

At Amalner, Dhulia and Chalisgaon, the strike was a complete
success. Scores of presscs had to close down at Poona.

The working-class. as far away as Calcutta. Cawnpore and
Madras also demonstrated their solidarity and support to the
magnificent stand the Bombay workers were making.

In Bombay City carly in the morning of November 7. lorry
loads of armed police invaded the working-class locality. Trade
Union leaders toured the locality in a lorry with a loud speaker
calling the workers to strike action. Despite all Congress efforts
to frustrate the strike, it was a tremendous success. An eye witness,
writing in National Front. describes a scene as follows :

Deafening noise was coming through the window. 1 looked out
of the window and found tram-cars packed with working class
youth and children. They had hoisted up the red flag on the cars
or waved them through the windows, lustily singing revolutionary
songs and shouting slogans of triumph. We had only one lorry to
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do propaganda for the strike. but the boys managed to celebrate
the victory from cven tramcar or bus that passed through Parcl.
Not one passenger was hurt or molested. Tram conductors let them
inwithout hindrance The broad grin of the police constables showed
that the thrill of a most successful strugglc has scized them too.

I went round among the knots of elderly workers The holiday
mood of thc moming was no morc therc. They looked grim and
thoughtful Uppcrmost in their mind was ~A Black Bill . . the
same lathis ..... Bullets too..... all this under a Congress Mimistry .
what to make of the Congress now. ...

The police had opened fire on three occasions and there had
been lathi charges. A number of workers were shot. two workers
died as a result of the shooting—Bhairoo Chavan and Bhagay
Waghmare add their names to the long list of workers who have
made the greatest sacrifice in defence of working-class nghts.

Interested clements who werce desirous of sphtting the umited
front of the Indian people tried to utihse the strke to drive a wedge
between the working-cfass and the Indian National Congress The
Times of India. the mouthpicce of the Briish Government. stated
on the eve of the stmke - It 1s a tnal of strength between the
Congress and the labour leaders.” This. however was far from
being the casc. the working-class of Bombay have a long record
of struggle under the lcadership of the Indian National Congress.
the strike was not under the leadership of anti-Congress clements

In order to show that workers understood what they were
struggling for. we will quote the most influential working-class
paper in Bombay, National Front :

The smashing victory of the strike 1s not a victory against the
Congress. It is a victory for working class unity. a victofy of the
same principles fighting for which the Congress has grgwn. and
therefore a victory for the Congress n the truest sense of the word
The fact that Dr. Ambedkar supported the strike. the fac ithat Sjt.
Jamnadas Mehta is the President of thc B.P T.U.C. cannot detract
from the essential character of the protest strike. It was a victory
over those who in the interest of enemies of the people seck to
divide the popular forces, who disrupt the umty of thc Congress
by their attacks on the working class.

m 7th November strikc was the greatest independent political
mbyﬂwpmhtaﬁatofﬁxiscmmtry.ltslmllpreparcthcpmhmﬁm
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for futurc actions on an ¢ven vaster scale The umty of the working
class movement achieved at Nagpur will be further cemented and
strengthened by this first great united action under the leadership
of the umted TU C for the defence of democratic rights of
organisation and action

The strike 1s of national sigmficance The workers downed tools
tn protest agamnst a measure itiated by the Congress Mimstny

The blood of workers flowed on the streets of Bombay on
November 7th because the Congress Mimstry remained deaf to all
appeals. refuscd to hsten to the demand made by the A1 T.UC.
representing over three hundred thousand orgamscd workers

The strike must act as the unifier of the national forces The
suicidab mimisterial policy of concessions to vested interests and
upholding policc firing in the name of non-violence must be reversed
Adhcrence to Truth demands admussion of the overw helming success
of the stnke The Black Bill whosc condemnation the working class
has wntten with its blood must be withdrawn The unity of the
people which has been achieved under the banner of the Congress
must not be allowed to be disrupted

Dr Suresh Banerji. President of the A1 T U C has, according
to latest nformation. been discussing the proposal for a Conference
between the Bombay provincial Trade Umon Congress and the
Congress Ministnies. with Jawaharlal Nehru and other leaders of
the Congress The workers are concerned with the unity of the
nation as a wholce . they scck to rehabihitate the cordial relations
that must cxist between the Indian National Congress and the Trade
Union Congress if India’s battle for freedom 1s to succeed

Janaharlal Nehru can play an important role in cornection with
this situation While in England he was conscious of the growing
rift between the Ministenal conciliators on the one hand and the
growing force of the labour and kisan struggle on the other He
indicated this in an article he wrote a the Labour Monthly n
August last year All left Congressmen. labour and kisan workers,
Socialists and Communsts. will look to Jawaharlal Nehru to give
a lcad to stop the dnft towards compromise The most effective
way to do this and to save umty would be first to consolidate all
these forces in the form of a determined bloc as the basis for
achicving the broader unity of the Indian people for the struggle
against the Federation.
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Chinese Communist Party
SALUTES PEOPLE OF INDIA

The following letter of greetings was received from the Chinese
Communist Party and read out in the Open Session of the
Congress at Tripuri :

The Communist Party of China through its Central Committee
sends brotherly greetings to Indian National Congress which meets
on March 10. 1939 Indians and Chinese arc the two great peoples
of Asia Both are oppressed by Impenalism The people of India
for more than half a century have been carrying on a struggle to
gain national independence and to emancipate a population of three
hundred muthons.

We firmly believe in your final success as we belicve in our own
victory over the Japancse aggressors The unity expressed in your
National Congress 1s the only way which you can achieve victory
over Impenalism.

Your National Congress 1s rallying the forces of all social
classes and of all the political parties of India to form an All India
National United Front which 1s the most important stepping stone.
The Chinese are united in their war against the savagery of Japanese
Imperialism in thc name of the entirc people of China We thank
you for all your sympathy and assistance. The first medical umt
sent by your Congress is now with the 8th Route Army‘ This is
the concrete proof that the peoplc of India are deeply in sympathy
with thc Chinese National Revolutionary vanguard S s to
your National Congress and long live the people of |

Published in : “NATIONAL FRONT", 19.3.1939. Page ~6



British Communists

GREET INDIAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS

The Hariputa Session of the Indian National Congress met under
the shadow of a constitutional cnisss. as a result of the unwarranted
interference of the Governors in the functions of the Congress
Mimsters.of Behar and the United Provinces It was the united stand
of the Indran People at this ume under the leadership of the Indian
National Congress. which forced the Govemor General to recognise
that the Congress Ministers would brook on interference in their
dutics under the Constitution

All-round development

Since the Hanpura Session there has been a decisnve growth in
the movement of mass struggle among the peasantry  Also duning
the past twehe months the cconomic struggle of the industnal
workers reached one of ity highest ponts since 1928-29 This
development of the struggle ot workers and peasants provides the
guarantee of strength jor the Congress n its fignt against the
Federaton and por Indian freedom  What 1s perhaps most important
i1s the gencral movement among the people n the Indian states
demanding democratic nghts and civil liberties We are glad to sec
that the Congress 1s giving its whole-hearted support to this
movement The movement for democratic nights in the Indian States
15 closcly bound up with the fight aganst the Federation

Fascist menace

During recent years the Indian National Congress has made
great stndes We feel an orgamsation with 5.000.000 members.
leading the fight of the great Indian people for hberation has
an important role to play not only i India but also m relation
to the present world situation The National Congress has

Published m * NAUIONAL FRONT March 19 1939
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taken its stand clearly on the issues of Spain and China. against
Fascism and in defence of democracy and peace. This is most
important. it has rcalised that the struggle for liberation of the
Indian peoplc is intimately linked up with the forces of progress
and democracy-in their fight to stcm the advance of reaction and
Fascism.

The threat of Fascism does not only menace the people in
democratic countries but also provides a real menace for people
in subject countries. Hitler's and Mussolini’s demands for colonies
are accompanicd by scrious attempts to take advantage of the
feelings of the colonial peoples resulting from years of oppression
and their hatred of imperialism. Agents of Fascism are active in
all the colonial countries, Palestinc and thc Arab countries. South,
North and West Africa, South America. etc. Centres are set up in
the fascist countrics in order to train colonial people to carry the
teachings of Fascism back to their countrics.

Fascism thus posés as the friend of hberty n order to extend
its murderous sway over peoples and lands now engaged in strugglcs
for National indcpendence and liberty. But the record of Fascism
itself, s racial theories. its mass murders in Abyssinia, Spain and
China, and its imperialist ambitions and alliances cxposes this
pretence as a sham and should leave our comrades in colonial and
semi-colonial countries in no doubt as to its rcal motives and
character.

In India. the Congress has unequavocally declared its opposition
to Fascism and its firm resolve to co-operate with the progre-
ssive forces of the world for peace dnd demacracy. The}Congress
has also dissociated the Indian pcople-from the fapcist and
pro-fascist policies and actions of the British National Goyernment.
The struggle of the Indian people against Imperialist dppression
has begun to be increasingly and consciously recogniséd as part
of the common struggle of the peoples of the world for democracy
and peace and against imperialism, Fascism and war, which must
be.waged by all of us unremittingly, with determination and with
unity.
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Call for Unity

In this situation, the greatest nced, obviously, is umty of all
the forces making for national liberation. The Indian National
Congress today carries the tremendous responsibility to lead this
struggle. Recognising the fact that this is bound up with the worldwide
movement against reaction, we clearly appreciatc the tremend-
ously important role that the Indian people can play frecd
from British Imperialism, alongside the democratic and progre-
ssive people throughout the world. to bring victory over the black
forces of reaction which are bringing us to the verge of a new world
war.

As wo in this country, call for the unity of all labour and
democratic forces, so at this urgent moment. the question
of paramount importance in India in our view s the unity of
all national forces under the leadership of the Indian National
Congress.

In sending our greetings, we once again pledge our support
to the Indian National Congress in its fight against Imperialism
and for the complete independence of India.

yours fraternallhy.

Harry Pollitt
For thc Central Committee

Communist Party or Britain

Vol-iv—2
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TRIPURI MUST SOUND
THE WAR DRUM

The re-election of Subhash Chandra Bose as the president of the
National Congress has created a grave and cnitical situation. Never
before in the history of thc National Congress was the Presidential
election fought round buming political issues. The controversy
which raged just on the eve of the clection revcaled sharp differences
inside the Working Committee which were expressed with a
considerable amount of bitterness. Immediately after Subhash’s
victory came the sensational news of the resignation of the seven
leading members of the Working Conmittec. who had issued a
statement opposing Bose’s re-clection. This was promptly
contradicted. But on the heels of this demal came Gandhp's article
which interpreted Bosc's election as a defeat for his principles and
policy and forcshadowed the resignation of the pr&sent Working
Committce members by asking Bose to choosc a "Homogencous
Cabinct ™ Political speculation 1s rifc in the daily press How will
this conflict between the Right and Left develop ? Who will win
at Tripuri ? Will there be a split ? This is how the question is posed
Impenahist press is of coursc gloating over the prospect A
compromise is regarded as a remotc possibility ™. says the Times
of India. “unless something unexpected happens duning the next
four weeks and preparations are going on for a straight fight™ (4-
2-39).

All this is happening against the background of a s¢rious and
menacing intemational situation. If the rapid advance pf Franco
leads to the collapsc of Republican Spain. Europe would be in the
throes of an acute war crisis in two months " time. British | 1alism,
in spite of its successive “appeasing™ surrenders to fascist
powers, is being driven into a position in which it is memaced more
than ever Today more than ever British Imperialism 1s vulnerable.
If we it out now, we win. An all round people s offensive is the
need of the hour. But this demands umty. umty of National
leadership, umity of the Cengress, unity of the entire people for

Published in . “THE NEW AGE ' February 1939
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a decisive struggle. To achieve this unity at Tripuri is the supreme
task before us. Our enemies expect hatile royal at Tripurt. It is
wishful thinking. They want the Congress to crack through the
pressure of inner conflict. It will facihtate their task of foistng
the Federation on India. The Viceroy has recently told us how
urgent il is in view of the advance of the totalitarian attack ! We
have to foil this game. We have to evolve unity out of this very
conflict which has arisen. This necessitates an analysis of i1ssues
around which the controversy raged.

Issues in the Presidential Controversy

Two issues came up 1 the controversy. One was political and
the other organisational. The political issue was about the struggle
against the Federation. Haripura had decided to combat the Federal
scheme with all the means at the disposal of the nation. The line
of the Working Committee in implementing this rcsolution has been
to wait and drift till Federation was actually on the point of being
cnforced. In the meanwhile the “experiment of office acceptance™
was to go on. The Right wing visualised a sort of a constitutional
crisis at the time of the Federal clections leading towards a settlement
resulting in modifications in the Federal scheme which would make
it worthwhile trying the ““experiment of officc acceptance™ at the
centre as well. For instance Babu Rajendra Prasad who charged
Subhash Bose of cooking ‘"imaginary diffcrences™ on the issue of
Federation visualises the fight against thc Federation thus :—

“What steps this non-co-operation (against Federation) would
take, whether there would be non-co-operation cven at the stage
of Fedcral elections or at the stage of acceptance of office after
election, was a matter of detail and tactics which would be decided
on the cxigencies of the situation then existing.™

(Bombay Chronicle ; 28-1-39)

Subhash Babu on the other hand. in a series of statements which
he published in December last, had clearly indicated an alternative
course. The most effective way of fighting the Federation according
to him was to take initiative now, to give an ultimatum to Imperialism
at Tripuri and launch an offensive without waiting for the Federation.

Bose and the Seven

Thus, while there 1s a general agrcement on the issue of fighting
the Federation on the basis of the Haripura resolution there is
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difference in tactics to be employed to implcment it. This divergence
in tactics however makes all the diffcrence. The policy of wait and
drift, when read in conjunction with the outspoken statements of
Satyamurti and Bhulabhai can only mean compromisc and the
acceptance of the Federation. Subhash Babu warned against this
tendency and made a fight against it, an issuc in the controversy
which preceded his election He stated :—

“It is widely believed that there is a prospect of a compromise
on the Federal scheme betwecn the Right wing of the Congress and
the British Government during the coming ycar. Conscquently the
Right wing do not want a leftist President who may bc a thom in
the way of a compromise and may put obstacles 1n the path of
negotiation........It is imperative in these circumstanccs to have a
President who will be an anti-Federationist to the core of his heart.™

While Sjt. Bose took his stand on the anti-federation struggle
and on his plan of action the seven Right wing lcaders who opposed
Bose tried to make out as if therc were no differences at all on that
political issue They opposed hus election on formal grounds —**Re-
election was only resorted to, in cxceptional circumstances
Presidential clection should be unanimous.™ Bosc was accused of
sctting up new precedents by forcing a contest They did not want
the presidential ¢lection to be made the issue of a pohitical vote
They wanted the president to be hke the “speaker ™ in the parliament.
who is supposed to be above party-politics. This raiscd an
organisational issuc, Subhash protested against thc cfforts of the
seven members of the Working Committce in bringing pressurc
upon Dr. Pattabhi not to withdraw from the contest. He protested
against their attempts to influence the democratic yote of the
delegates.

Vote For Bese—A Vote for Struggle

b 5& f Thus there were two issues before the dclegates whep they went
ﬁ Q’—z_l;'lg"ﬂw polls on the 29th January : (1) A militant plan bf action to
il the Federation, and (2) the bureaucratic manipulation of

ISy gbers of the Working Committec who wanted to prevent
BoNof a leflist President. The majority vote for Subhash

both these points. Personal as well as provincial
s might have swayed a certain section of the VOIErs .

Repbole it was a pofitical vote, It was a vote for a militant
—th 324254
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policy in fighting the Fedération. It was a rank and file vote against
bureaucratic manipulation of certain Working Committee members.
It was a vote for a democratic functioning of the Congress. The
majority vote cast in favour of Subhash gets added significance
because of the following factors - (1) Seven leading members of
the Working Committee had deprecated Subhash’s candidature and
the raising of political issues in the presidential election (2) Rajendra
Babu had criticised Subhash’s views on Federation stating that they
were ““not crystallised enough™. (3) Jawaharlal Nehru had, in a
sensc supported the contention of the Right wingers that the issue
of the Federation was irrelcvent as there was no difference among
Congressmen on that score. (4) Gandhiji had not spoken. but the
fact that fic had not prevailed upon Dr. Pattabhi to withdraw in
favour of Subhash and thus avoid a contest was a pointer in itself.
That the delegates voted for Subhash in spite of these factors shows
clearly that the vote is a defimte indication of a swing towards the
left. It reflects the militant mood of the Congress rank and file
whom the dclegates represent and consequently the growing will
of the people to fight. Masses are on the move fighting against every
form of opprcssion in the States and in the British provinces. The
realisation of the weakness of Imperialism is dawning upon the
people. The dissatisfaction with the Congrcss Ministries s growing.
These factors have swayed the votc.

Gandhiji’s Warning Finger

Can we thercfore say that it was a 100% left vote ? Can we
celcbrate 1t as a left victory ? We cannot and must not. It is not
a vote against the present lcadership; nor can it be interpreted as
a vote for an alternative leadership. They have voted for militant
action and a democratic functioning. They want the present
leadership to implement their verdict. Gandhiji knows the weakness
of this majority. A considerable section of it has implicit faith in
Gandhiji. His sensational statement after Subhash’s victory is aimed
at them —

“Since | was instrumental in inducing Dr. Pattabhi. not <o,
withdraw his name as a candidate when Maulana Sahib had rétired,
the defeat is more mine than his. [ am nothing if [ do not'répresent
definite principles and policy. Therefore it is plain to 8¢ thgtthc
delegates do not approve of the principles and pohcy% which 1
stand,”



22 0O Documents of The Communist Movement In India

Gandhiji points his warning finger to the rank and file delegate who
has voted for Subhash and says—In voting for Subhash you have
voted against me. To Subhash he says, you have won. Form your
own “homogeneous Cabinct’™ and carry out your programme. You
think yours is *'the most forward and boldest policy and programme.™
Carry it out. You have my blessings. But | am afraid “the minority
if it cannot keep pace with it must come out of the Congress™ and
the ministrics too may have to resign if you make “changes in the
parliamentary programme as fixed by the erstwhile majority.™

Subhash’s Plea for Unity

Gandhiji's statement opens up a disastrous perspective. It is a
challenge to unity as well as democracy within the Congress. If
every time a minority whose vicws arc rejected were to take the
coursc of non-co-operation no united and democratic functioning
would ever be possible. It is an open encourgement to the right wing
leaders of the working committec, to non-co-operate with Subhash
it is a provocation to the Left to accept the challenge of an ali-
left Working Committee. A left conference has jlst concluded its
informal deliberations at Calcutta. It is rumourcd that conference
of the Right-wing leaders 1s to meet in Wardha. Is it a preparation
for a battle royal at Tripun and a spht ? Only a splitter, an cnemy
of the people. can wish for such a culmination. It is the duty of
the Left—especially of the Socialists and Communsts to rise equal
to the occasion and find out of this situation the path for unity in
common fight. Sjt. Subhash Bose in his reply to Gandhiji has takcn
the correct line :—

*“Assuming for argument'’s sake that the result implies a victory
of the lcft, we should stop to consider what the Leftist’§ programme
is. For thc immediate futurc the leftists stand for Nhtional umty

take the responsibility of creating a split within the Congress : if
agplitdoescomeitwillcomeaboutnotbecauseoftlmnbutin
spite of them.” (Times of India 4-2-39).

Wanted a United War Council

How do we procced to implement this line concretely ? The issue
beforgﬂwcounuyismt»vhetherwchavea“tigﬂ”oralcﬁ
“Cabinet”. The Congress is not a parliament. The nation has more
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urgent tasks to facc than play thc game of the Cabinet and the
Opposition—however benevolent. The Congress has been and is
a fighting organisation. It has to bc far more so in the future. Each
one of its decisions is a decision for the fight for freedom. It needs
a united leadership and a United Congress to lead a united people.
We have to talk not in terms of a Cabinet but of a war council
and a general staff. Decisions democratically arrived at have to be
carried out with a military disciplinc by all in equal mcasure. There
cannot be any standing aside in this grave hour In order to achieve
unity of action and leadership we have to concentrate on achieving
an all-round agreement on the plan of action which we have to adopt
at Tripyri. Let the left with Subhash and Jawahar at the head take
the initiative in drafting the main ommbus resolution for Tripuri.
Let it be placed before the country for discussion. Let it be deliberated
upon by the Working Committec. Let there be a maximum give and
take so that a united resolution laying down a concrete plan of fight
against the Federation results. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash
Bose have to take joint initiative in this matter. They alone can
perform the task. in the present situation, of achieving unity between
the Right wing of the Congress on thc one hand and the Left. the
labour and Kisan forces on the other. on the basis of a common
plan of fight. This has to be achicved before Tripuri so that the
president elect and the Working Committee are able to come before
the AL.C.C. with an agreed and a fighting resolation.

Agreed Plan of Action Possible

The central question therefore is whether an agreed plan of fight
is possible. As pointed out in the beginning of the article we have
to deal with two opposing lines.

The line of the present working committee has been “Wait and
watch till the Federation comes and drift in the meanwhile. On the
issue of ministrics the guiding princigle has been, follow the line
of least resistance. no embarrassing demonstrations, and minimum
violence ‘to maintain® non-violent atmosphere™ On the issue of the
States the line in practice has come to individual aggressive and
to an actual strugglc of the States people.

The alternative line of Sjt. Bose and the Left may be summed
up thus. Ultimatum at Tripuri to Impenialism, immediate preparation
for struggle. More militant policy to be followed by the ministries,
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better understanding between the Ministries and the labour and
Kisan organisation and avoiding of conflict in the camp of the
National Front, further widening of civil liberties with counter
guarantees ensured by the joint agreement between Congress and
the Labour and Kisan organisations. On the issue of States—
centralised and co-ordinated guidance and help to the states peoples’
struggle through the Indian National Congress.

As pointed out in our last month’s Editorial, the one is a line
which leads inevitably to compromise and conciliation, through the
avoidancc of struggle, while the other is a line of a people’s
offensive which is dictated by the national as well as international
situation. Is it possible to achieve a common line of action in view
of these differences ? We say yes. Our reasons are as follows. The
line of the Right is understood by its rank and file as also a line
of struggle. It is understood as a tactic of “hasten slowly!”* With
the rapidly developing situation the need for an offensive is dawning
upon this rank and file also. The majority vote for Subhash is a
clear indication of this change.

The British Offensive

Let us examine this point more in detail. British Imperialism
has been playing a‘loosing game throughout the last year against
the Fascist Dictators ; consequently it is being driven to an increasing
attack against the subject peoples of its Empire. It must defend its
imperial possessions with all its might. The continued exploitation
is its main source of strength in the coming war. That is why the
British Government is taking an increasingly aggressive attitude
towards the Indian people as a whole and against the Congress.
Inspitc of the repeated resolutions of the Congress Assembly Party,
the Viceroy has continued to extend the lease of life of the Central
Assembly. The Central Government is being used as a
the purpose of the autocratic central federal authority. Vi
of Indian Trade and Industry such as ratio, reservationjof coastal
shipping, discrimination against foreign capital entering into new
industries etc. are being turned down. The British Central
Government is conspiring with the Princes to smash the States
people’s struggle for responsible govemment by staging ‘“‘Organised
goondaism” and inciting communal riots. As Gandhiji recently
remarked, the States people’s struggle is becoming an issue between
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the Congress on the onc hand and the Central Government on the
other. Lastly as the Viceroy recently announced the Federation 1s
not far off. Revised draft of the instruments of instruction have been
issued to the Princes and their replies arc to be obtained within six
months.

Our Reply—Uiltimatum

The rising militancy and magnitude of the mass struggle in the
British provinces and the Indian states as well as rejection of the
Federation by all parties undoubtedly delayed the offensive. But
it has not been stopped entirely. With the worsening international
situation it is being intensified. Conflict between the Congress and
the Government is already developing on the issu¢ of the Central
Government of the states and of the Federation. That is why the
time is tipe for grasping the initiative for an offensive for giving
an ultimatum of 6 months to the British Government demanding
complete independence, all power to the people, through the
Constituent Assembly. The draft resolution must lay down that if
the National Demand is not granted within six months the Congress
decides to launch a direct all India struggle, the form of which will
be determined by the A.I.C.C.

Six Months’ Preparation

This draft resolution must also include the following points
which lay down the policy and programme of action to be followed
during the intervening 6 months.

(1) Agitation for the dissolution of the present Central Assembly.

(2) A uniform programme for the States. Co-ordinated and
centralised guidance and help to the States people’s struggle through
an AL States Committee directly under the Working Committee.
All India demonstrations, organisation of relief etc. organised by
the National Congress in solidarity with the States people’s cause.

(3) A 6-month programme of preparation for struggle. A unified
All-India Volunteer Corps, as nucleus of the National Army. Creation
of politically and technically trained cadres for the continuation of
struggle and organisation under the conditions of repression. Actively
Functioning Congress Committee, campaign for the purification of
Congress organisation without prejudice to its broad basis and
democratic functioning.

(4) An essential condition for the preparation of the struggle is
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the liquidation of all conflict between the ministries and the labour
and Kisan organisations. Special efforts have to be made to achicve
an understanding between the ministries and thesc organisations on
the issues of agrarian and labour legislations and on the issue of
Civil Liberties.

(5) Similarly thc state of tension between the Congress
Committees and the Trade Unions and the Kisan Sabhas must be
replaced by fratemal relations.

(6) Unity with communal minorities, especially the Muslim and
the untouchables, through appeal for joint struggle against the
Federation. Coalition Ministrics wherever necessary and possible
on the basis of the Congress programme of struggle. granting of
all minority demands and the working out of a radical agrarian
programme.

Tripuri’s Battle Call

We have outlined the main points of a draft omnibus resolution
on the basis of which we want Subhash Bose and Jawaharlal Nchru
to achieve unity between the Right and the Left. We are of the
opinion that a serious and paticnt cffort must be made to achicve
agreement in an enlarged meeting of the Working Committec on
such a draft resolution. The right-wingers must agree to accept the
plan of the ultimatum and the intcrim preparation. The Left, the
labour and Kisan organisations wil! be willing to come to a rcasonable
agreement with the issue of civil liberties. The Left will ever be
willing to make sacrifices in the interest of national unity and for
joint national struggle. If such an agreement results in an agrced
resolution the Working Committee in the next few days then Tripuri
would be an unprecedented demonstration of nation’s unity and
militant strength. The people’s ultimatum would be given, the
nation’s clarion call for battle will call millions to attentidgn. Tripuri
will tumn a new leaf in the history of our nation’s sttulc for
emancipation.



TRIPURI—A REVIEW

Tripuri reflected all the weaknesses and defects of the national
movement at the present stage. The Congress was faced with an
unprecedented crisis. It met at a time when both the national and
international situation demanded bold decisions. But it was the
organisational crisis which overshadowed all and dominated the
entire session.

The Background

Since after the withdrawal of the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Congress organisation, its influence and populanty have grown at
a tremendous pace. The National Congress has increasingly come
to rcpresent the consciousness of the Indian people, and has
embodied their urge for freedom and independence. This immense
growth of the mass influcnce of the Congress has not been fully
reflected in the leadership of the Congress. While the masses are
increasingly on the move and mass struggles are bursting out on
all sides. the leadership continues to follow a policy of drift and
compromise As expressed by Gandhiyji at the time of Office
Acceptance, the policy dominating the Congress has been one of
using the Ministries to avoid revolution on the one hand and a mass
civil disobedience on an unheard of scale. on the other. The working
of Ministries has, if anything. intensified the tendency of drift.

The failure of the Congress leadership to reflect the new urge
and consciousness of the masses has resulted in the increasing
disillusionment of the Congress ranks in the policy of drift. Subhash
Babu's re-election in the face of the opposition of the dominant
leadership of the Congress was an indication of this radicalisation
in the Congress ranks, of the dissatisfaction with this policy dictated
from the top.

Subhash’s clection by the deleguies was a vote for a militant
policy on the part of the Congress. Gandhiji and the right wing
members of the Working Committee, however, too it as a votc of
noconfidence in themselves and the latter resigned from the Working
Committée precipitating a crisis in the national organisation.
Published in : “THE NEW AGE" April, 1939
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Subhash’s victory in the election did not imply lack of confidence
in the old leadership of the Congress. It was a mandate to thc same
leadership for the new policy of preparation and struggle. This
mandate the old leadership refused to accept and camc forward with
the theory of ‘“‘homogeneous Cabinet™ as if the mandate of the
dalegates was not for the Congress as a wholc but for Subhash
Babu alone.

Issues Confused

Events moved fast after Subhash Babu's election. The resignation
of the old guards of the Working Committec threw the entirc
country into confusion. The political consideration which had decided
the voting in favour of Subhash had been thrown into the background.

The solution of the orgamisational crisis which had becn
precipitated by the Right had come to occupy the foremost place.
Tripuri met at this juncture with the heart of every Congressman
throbbing with anxiety. The fate of the Congress and the entire
national movement was in the balance. Will Tripuri mean a split?
Will it be able to overcome the crisis ? These were the questions
dominating the minds of all at the cve of Tripun Congress.

The right wing leaders had propounded thc-theory of a
homogeneous cabinet. This meant complete withdrawal of the co-
operation of the right and ultimately forcing Bose to resign his
presidentship. Homogeneity plea only mcant that the Right wing
was propounding the view of incompatibility of the two wings of
the Congress. Mahatma Gandhi had written in this strain just after
the Delhi. A. I. C. C. walk-out and it scemed as if the theory was
going to be put in practice and the Democles’ Sword which had
been hanging over the Congress was going to fall and have its
victim,

While the Right was thus taking its stand on the bpsis of a
disruptive policy, thcre was a section of the left which equally
going to the other extreme and threatened disruption fromgthe Left.

The Swing to the Left—Its Limitations
and Shortcomings

Durmg the course of the last threc or four years, the Left has
gained increasing strength. Dissatisfied with the policy of drift
followed by the leadership, more and more ranks have tumed
towards the Left which was showing the way out of the difficulties.
The Leftward swing has been rapid and swift. But the parties of
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the Left were not so swift in absorbing the new elements which.
were groping their way towards them. The Communists and Socialists
wcre not able to give these new Left element the education and
training which would makec them conscious lefts, and enable them
to play their proper role in the national struggle. Organisationally,
the place of most of them was within the C.S.P., but the C.S.P.
was not cxpanding: it has been marking time for a long period.
These new left clements fell an easy prey to certain adventurist
leaders in the Congress who, due to their old factional past were
not so much concerned with the Congress accepting the new policy
of struggle, as with getting control of the Congress organisation.
Congress Working Committee to them was a pawn in the game and
it had somehoyw to be brought under control. These elements also
supported the homogeneous cabinet proposal, only from the other
side. 'They wanted a Working Committee cntircly of the Left and
of themselves in which the old leadership was to find no place. The
most consistent exponent of this theory was Roy who in the course
of a manifesto distributed at Tripuri said “Irrespective of the
attitude of the older lcaders, re-constitution of the Supreme Executive
of the Congress must take place as a logical consequence of the
result of the presidential election. ™ For, according to him. *“otherwise
the Congress will not be given an alternative leadership and the
historic nccessity of a consciously revolutionary leadership will not
be fulfilled.”

Between these die-hards from the Right and the Left Congress
seemed to be facing disunity and disruption. Theii tug-of-war had
alrecady diverted the wholc issue before Tripuri away from the
political plane. The problem of the Change of policy, of the adoption
of a policy of struggle and conscious direction had already been
relegated to the rear.

The Possibilities

Tripuri Congress presented immense possibilities. The majonty
of the Congress delegates had voted in favour of a new policy when
British Imperialism was faced with a grave crisis in international
arena. lts policy of appeasement, instead of succeeding in its end
has whetted the appetite of the fascist powers. When the stocks of
British Imperialism stood so low, it was exactly the time when the
National forces were maturing in their rovolutionary strength.
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Workers, peasants. students, all section of the population have been
rising to a new awakening and consciousness. The people in the
States were rising from their slumbers of centuries and were on
their march. This was the opportunity to launch an offensive on
the part of the Congress against the proposed Federal Scheme.
against the Imperialist domination itself and achieve the independence
of the country. As a corollary to this new policy of the Congress,
there was the need for a united leadership which would properly
reflect the desires and aspirations of the Congress. The united
lcadership in which both the Left and the Right could co-operate
and enable the Congress to make the advance that national and
international situation demanded. With the election of Bose the
possibilities of such as advancc opened before the Congress and
a historic step forward, by which the Congress was to make a
breach with the past policy of drift and prepare for launching an
offensive, and have a leadership which would unify and head the
entire forces of the Congress and the Nation to participate in this
struggle, was on the order of the day.

The Communists and Socialists realised the possibilitics of the
situation and consciously worked in the direction ofumaking this
advance. They formulated the tasks facing Tripurr. Congress should
emerge as a Congress of unity and struggle, struggle through unity
for struggle. They moved for getting the Congress to accept a
programme of struggle which would be the best guarantee of
revolutionary unity.

Unity and Struggle

A draft of the National Demand resolution agreed between the
Socialists and Communists was prepared which after reviewing the
increasing strength of the forces of struggle declared that, “taking
into account the situation in the country and outside. the Congress
feels that the time has come to lead all this rising tide, intdf a nation-
wide attack at the very existence of imperialist dominfition and
secure for the people of India a Constitution of their ows making,
To this clarion call for an immediate offensive was attached a
concrete programme of action for the Congress “‘to put the
organisation on a fighting basis”, to eliminate factors making
communal dissensions and disruption, to build a much stronger
front against imperialism by drawing closer the organisations of
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the workers and peasants. to develop the fighting capacity of the
people, by the Ministries utilising the opportunity of offices more
fully. to co-ordinate and develop the struggles of the peoples of the
various states as an integral part of the national movement, the
creation of a national volunteer corps. so that by the time the
Congress met again a fit situation may be created for the enforcement
of the national demand for Independence.

The resolution if passed would have been a charter of struggle
and would have given the lead to the nation for the final struggle
for independence.

The Communists and Socialists not only agreed among
themselves, but also approached the Left nationalists with the
agreed draft and got their consent for the same. The entire Left
stood united for pressing this programme of struggle upon the
Congress anti putting the Congress on different rails. The first
condition of success in getting this programme accepted was the
unity of the left itself which had been fulfilled. It was now possible
to press it upon other sections of the Congress. so as to make it
the programme of the Congress as a wholc. Jawahar was approached
and he agreed in substance with the draft. Jawahar s agrecment was
of great importance. for with him in favour there was a fair chance
of the resolution being passed by the Congress itself. But while the
programme was accepted by the entire Left. its implications were
not grasped. Programmec of struggle necessitates united Congress
and only unity in the entire national ranks could enable this
programme to be carried through. While there was a section of the
right which neither liked this programme nor wanted a really united
Congress. there was a section of the left as well which accepted
this fighting programme but would not accept its nccessary
implication of fighting for maintaining the unity of the congress.
and of working for a united Working Committee which would have
the co-operation of both wings of the Congress. They were thinking
in terms of a Left Working Committec and working for the same.
It was necessary for the United Left t. take the imtiative for
proposing a united Working Committee as well, in order to
supplement their proposal for the united fighting programme.
Here the left failed and allowed Tripuri to be turned into a
Congress which shirked real issues of the movement and carried
on fight on non-political personal plane.
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The Communists and Socialists put their entire weight in favour
of a united Working Committee. They attempted to win the support
of the right as well as the lefts in favour of this. But they met with
concerted opposition from both the quarter. With Bose as the
president, the left was in a position to seize the initiative and put
forward the proposal of a united Working Committee. Such a
proposal on Bose’s part would bave rallied the Congress except
the disruptive elements of extreme Right. It would have enabled
us to act as the unifiers of the Congress. Those who would have
opposed the proposals would have exposed themselves as disruptors.
Under the united pressure of the left, centre and the reasonable
elements of the Right, Congress unity would have been forged on
the basis of united Working Committee and a sound basis for a
militant fighting programme of the Congress would have been

prepared.
The President’s failure

This was not to be. The proposal of the Communists and
Socialists for making a move in this direction was not liked by the
Rashtrapati probably under pressure from thc nationalist Left
elements who wanted an exclusive Left Workin® Committee or at
least a Working Committee with a clear majority for the Left. The
failure of Bose to take the initiative left the field frec to the right
and they were not slow to take advantage of the situation.
Right Seizes the Initiative

With signatures of more than 100 ALC.C members they
sponsored a resolution in the A.1.C.C. wherein they proposed the
unity of the Congress but a unity which was on terms advantageous
to the Right

Pant’s resolution embodied the Right wing’s method of bringing
about unity in the Congress. It attempted to restore he domination
of the Right wing in the supreme organ of the Cdngress. It was
not a move for a united Working Committec in which the Right
and Left would co-operate; it was for installing a Right Working
Committee with which the Left must co-operate unconditionally.
The resolution even administered a rebuke to the President who as
the representative of the Left had got clected to the Presidential
chair. Thus the resolution restored unity in the Congress by
demanding complete sarrender of the Left.
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The failure of the left to take the initiative in favour of unity.
enablcd the Right to capitalise all the sentiments for unity in favour
of this resolution. Thc mover made a fervent appeal for unity in
the Congress ranks and asked all those who wanted unity to support
the resolution. The left was put on the defensive. Instead of coming
out as unifiers. they had to plead and argue that they also stood
for unity but on terms fair to both the wings. The Left was put
to the necessity of moving amendments to get thosc portions delcted,
which militated against real unity, and which in cffect were meant
to squeeze the Left.

While the entire Left could not be united in favour of a positive
lead for a united Working Committec, it was possiblc, after some
differcnces, to unite all the left clements cxcept the small group
round Roy in favour of the amendments to Pant’s resolution.

The pusition taken by the Left was clear. Unity in the Congress
ranks was absolutely indispensable. for only a united Congress
could lead the country against imperialism. At the present, when
we give a call to the nation for a nationwide struggle against
imperialist domination, it is not the time te emphasise our ideological
differen¢es with Gandbhiji and his followers. We have differences
with Gandhiji, we will never give up our right to speak about them,
but right now Gandhiji’s co-operation and guidance is essential, we
therefore; accept that under Gandhiji's leadership a united Working
Committec must be given the task tu preparc the country for
launching the offensive against Imperialism.

There were voices in the Left which were against the acceptence
of Gandhiji’s leadership. They would emphasise the necessity of
over-throwing the same. It appeared opportunistic to them to consent
to Gandhian leadership. Little do they rcalisc, however. that they
are taking an abstract point of view. The task at Tripun was not
to popularisc our critique of Gandhism. with a view to ultimately—
sometimes in futurc—Dbring the Congress undcr our lcadership. Fhe
task was now and herc to commit the whole Congress to that
forward step which would enable us .5 launch a struggle against
imperialism. Thosc who would care for the immediate advance and
who would see that this advance alone could be the stepping stonc
for more advance in future had no hesitation in considering Gandhian
leadership as inevitable for the present stage. It is only the infantile
babblers who would think that their principles are so weak as to

Vol-iv 3
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be in danger of being lost sight of, unlcss they protested in season
and out of scason, who think that their revolutionary purism would
be lost if they accept Gandhian leadership even though it be for
launching the struggle against imperialism, in short only thosc who
value words more than struggle, could protest aganst the stand
taken by the left. The Left uncquivocally came forward to point
out the undesirable features of the resolution. They protested against
the positions which implied lack of confidence in the democratically
clected President, against thc attempt made in the resolution to
reconstitute the domunation of the Right and made an appeal for
modifying the resolution so as to transform it in favour of a united
Congress and a united Working Committec.

A Moral Victory

In fighting for the amendments to the rcsolution. the left was
really fighting for gcnuine unity in the national ranks The entire
strength of the left was being put in favour of the policy of forging
a united Congress. the fittest instrument for national struggle The
left was therefore able to mobilisc many centre clements It could
win the sympathies of a large mass of dclegates. Even when the
Right refused to modify the resolution, and pressed it to vote. the
Left went to vote with thc sympathisers of the centre and of many
of those also who voted in favour of the resolution The left
mustered 135 against 218 of the Right. the highcst votes that the
left has yet got in the history of thc Congress. It was clear that
though defeated in votes, the moral victory was of thc Left. the
moral sympathies were with them and the delegates would record
a higher voting strength in favour of the Left

The Landslide

But the lessons of the entire developments seem to have been
lost upon a section of the Left. They did not rcalise that they could
win and make any advance only fo the extent that l&;: fought for
adcditional umty, that the task of the left 1s not to worl{ for scctional
gains, but to strive their best for national advance. an4 to the extent
that they do that, they advance their own strength and the strength
of the nation. The extreme left section failing to see this obvious
truth reinforced by the experience at Tripuri. easilly got provoked
and staged thc rowdy demonstration in the open scssion. The
Communists and Socizlists had forestalled some such ugly
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developments and prepared their ranks to fight against any such
move. But a small element who style themselves as * left” alienated
the sympathies of the centre and prepared for the landslide of the
votes on the following day.

Sarat Babu’s stand on the National Demand resolution still
further exposed the left nationalists as opportunists. The National
Demand resolution certainly did not embody all that the left wanted
but it marked a great step forward and enabled us to take the
Congress as a whole in the direction of a fighting programme. Sarat
Babu’s opposition to the resolution as a whole made it impossible
for the Left to stand united and further alienated the sympathies
of those who stood for a militant programme, on the basis of a
united Congress.

A Session of Lost Opportunities

Next day’s debacle was a foregone conclusion, The moral victory
of the Left in the Subjects Committec had been transformed into
a moral victory of the Right by the adventurist acts of the irresponsible
‘Left”. The great opportunity of making a historic advance in the
development of the united Congress was thus lost. For this the
extreme right eclement was certainly responsible to a great extent.
But the adventurist left was also responsible to a greater cxtent,
first by refusing to allow the united left to take the initiative for
a united Working Committee and then by creating the scene in the
open session and thus preventing all chances of utilising the pressure
of thc mass of delegates to force the right to modify the resolution.
Tripuri is a session of lost opportunities for the left because of
the irresponsible anti-united front and ultrasectarian attitude of
a section of the left.

This failure of a scction of the left cnabled the right wing to
concentrate the attention of the entirc Congress on Pant’s resolution
to the extent of pushing the real issues of struggle to the rear.
Nonetheless, the Tripuri Congress has marked a real advance in
its political decisions.

The original draft of Jawaharlal was partially based upon the
agreed draft of the felt. It declared that “the time has come for the
full application of the principle of self-determination to India. so
that the people of India might establish an independent democratic
state by means of a Constituent Assembly’. It, however, still lacked
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the operative part and did not indicate what the Congress decides
to do in order to achieve this goal. The joint amendment of the
Communists and Socialists attempted to remove this deficiency
But Jawaharlal himself came forward to accept the central idea of
the amendment and incorporated in the resolution that *with a view
to prepare the country for a nation-wide struggle. this Congress
calls upon all parts of the Congress organisations. Congress
Provincial Governments and the pcople generally” to eliminate
communal disruption, co-ordinate thc work of Provincial
Governments with work outside the legislatures and to strengthen
the Congress organisation, ‘so as to make it a still more effective
organ of the People’s will.”

For Nation-wide Struggle

The National Demand resolution marks a definite stcp forward
For the first time, it calls upon the Congress “to prepare for a
nation-wide struggle’. The Haripura resolution on Federation simply
reiterated the Congress opposition to the Federation. and declared
that the Congress would combat it whencver it was imposed. thus
leaving the initiative to imperialism to choosc its own time and
opportunity to inaugurate the Fedcration. It imphcd that the Congress
would not seizc.the initiative on its own. But the National Demand
resolution makes an estimation of thc national and ntcrmational
situation and declares that the time has come for preparing the
country to lunch a nation-wide struggle. it calls upon the Congress
and the people to prepare for such struggle. The resolution thus.
while not calling upon for an immediatc offcnsive. gives us the basis
for moving the entire Congress, for precparing for a mighty national
struggle in the immediate futurc and thus take the Congress on the
road of mass movement and away from the present policy of dnft

The resolution on the States Peoples struggles ‘also registers
some advance over the Haripura resolution. The folicy of non-
mtervention in the States has been given up. But the advance in
the resolution only reflects what already constitutad the practice
towards the movement in the States. The initiative to organise and
co-ordinate the States™ Struggles is still lacking in the decision over
States problem. But as in the case of the National Demand
resolution, the resolution does provide a basis for an increasing
identification of the Congress with thc struggles of the States’
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Pcoples And the imtiative and work of the Left can force the
Congress to co-ordinate and unify thesc struggles to a greater extent
and thus prepare both the British Indian and the States people for
the coming nation-wide offcnsive

Tripuri Congress places a great responsibility on the left. United
Left can capitalise the political advance made in the Tnipuri resolution
and lead the united congress on to the path of struggle and offensive
against imperialism, objective which we have cherished for years
and which is now almost within our grasp. For this, we need the
strength of the entirc left directed towards the sole purpose of
popularising the National Demand resolution. of politically and
organisationally preparing the country for the call given in the
resolution, always bearing in mind that the National Demand can
only be achieved through unity and struggle. Encrgetic work for
both will cnable us to repair the damage donc at Tripuri, to recapture
the opportunity lost there and to take the country nearer to its goal
of independence.

We must however. sound a note of warning against the disruptive
tendencies already at work There is a section of the right which
wants to go back upon the repcated assurance that Pant’s resolution
did not mcan a vote of censure upon the president. which is trying
to worsen mattcrs and which seems to think that the passing of the
resolution is a blank card to them to launch an offersive against
the left. thus giving free rein to disruption in the Cong:¢ss. There
is also a scction of the left which would refuse to accept the verdict
of Tripuri and think of going behind it by devious means. Both will
have disastrous consequences. The duty of the genuine left, of every
Congressman is clear to prevent disruption from either side and to
seriously sct about the task of preparing for the coming struggle
which both the national and international situation is beckoning us
to start
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JOINT STATEMENT OF P. C. JOSHI
AND JOIPRAKASH NARAYAN

On Formation of Congress Working Committee

With the meeting of the A.I.C.C. fast approaching. the fact that
the Working Committee of the Congress has not yet becn formed,
is causing concern to all Congressmen and the country generally.
We feel certain that 1f the AI.C.C. meets without thc Working
Committce there will be utter confusion and renewed bitterness and
conflict. It is imperative, therefore, that the Working Committee
is formed before the A I.C.C. The delay, whatever its cause may
be and certainly be President’s illncss and Mahatma Gandhiji's
preoccupation with Rajkot affairs are among the main. has already
been regrettable. particularly in view of the critical state of affairs
in Europe

They Must Meet

Discussion Tegarding the formation of Working Committce has
been proceeding for some time now between the President and
Mahatma Gandhi. We fcel strongly this is a matter that cannot be
scttled satisfactorily through correspondence. In our humble opinion
it is nccessary that the President and Mahatma Gandhi should meet.
If due to Rajkot tangle such meeting is not possiblc before 28th
April, the A.I.C.C. should be postponed for a week or two as found
necessary. The issue of such a mementous question should not be
left to the hazardous chances of correspondence.

No Irrelevant Issues

We further feel that in the formation of the Working Committec
no irrelevant considcrations should be allowed to intrude. Questions
such as were raised by an *‘ultravires’" issue and the question of

This relates to the situation created in Indian National Congress following
victory of Subhas Chandra Bose as President in Tripuri Congress and Pant
Resolution adopted in the same Congress. Pant Resolution curbed the authority
and freedom of the President of Congress to furm the Working Committee. This
joint Statement was Published in “NATIONAL FRONT", April 3, 1939.
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the programme for the year. ctc.. should not be allowed to cloud
the issue. We are glad that the "ultravires" matter had been cleard
up. and as we understand. it was scttled to Gandhiji's satisfaction.
As for the programme for the year. the issue is irrelevant to the
formation of the Committee. The latter cannot lay down new
programmes; it can only cxccute those laid down by the annual
session of the Congress and the A.I.C.C.

For United Leadership

Regarding the constitution of the Working Committee, while,
according to thc Congress resolution the latter must be formed in
accordance with Gandhiji's wishes. and while it must consist of
men of proved integrity, ability and standing, it should, in our
opinion be a Composite Committee symbolising united leadership.
In vicw Oi the national and international situation, this becomes
doubly imperative. We hope that Gandhiji will not overlook the
necessity'.

Against Disruption and Side-tracking

Finally. we hope that nothing will be allowed to happen that
may put any obstacle in the way of Gandhiji's giving his advice
in this matter and of the Tripun resolution being implemented. Any
such eventualtiy would recreate a crisis at the A I C.C.. which can
only damage further the unity and prestige of the Congress and
deflect the country’s attention from the main tasks nd problems
facing it.

The Main Task

These problems clearly are how the Congress and the country
arc to meet the war crisis that is fast overtaking Europe and Asia.
That already cxtends from Shanghai to Gibraltar and how to
preparc in accordance with the resolve of the Tripuri Congress to
strike at the roots of Imperialism in India and to prepare for a
nation-wide struggle.

Nation Waits for Lead

The nation looks to the forthcoming sitting of the A.I.C.C.. to
give a concrete lead in this regard and devise means of strengthening
the Congress and maintaining and extending the National unity that
it already represents and expresses. Let us endeavour so that the
A.LC.C, fulfils the hopes of the Nation.



INDIAN NATIONALISM
AFTER TRIPURI

Ben Bradley

TRIPURI, A VILLAGE in Central Provinces, sprang into fame
when the Indian National Congress decided to hold its 52nd Session
there in March last. Despite the fact that certain issucs and serious
conflicts overshadowed the eve of this Congress session, the delegates
who attended were able to overcome thesc conflicts and register
very remarkable and important decisions. The Resolution on the
*“National Demand"" must bc considered a definite political advance.
This resolution calls for a “*nation-widc struggle,”” and demands
that the Congress organisations and also the Congress Governments
should take steps to prepare for this.

The possibilities of carrying this resolution inte effect can be
better understood when we measure the struggle of the Congress.
Within three years the Indian National Congress has increased its
membership from six hundred thousand to a figure which stands
now at over four millions. This Phenomenal growth of the Congress
membership has reflected the increasingly strong and representative
character of the Congress as the united organisation of the national
movement with the overwhelming election victories of 1937, the
achievements of the Congress Ministries in the Provinces and the
accompanying mass awakening. The growth of Congress
membership has helped to transform the character of tije Congress,
raising to a high level the popular struggle against Impgrialism, and
is one of the most important features in the situatiop in India.

Coupled with this there has been the unprecedented fievelopment
of the struggle of the workers and peasants. On the Workers® side
the most significant event was the achievement of unity of the Trade
Union movement at Nagpur last year which was quickly followed
by the fusion of a number of parallel unions. In the strike struggles
the workers have shown remarkable determination. The textile
workers of Cawnpore, after a long struggle, won a victory forcing
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the millowners to implement the recommendations of the Congress
Inquiry Committee, and whilc cementing Congress-Labour unity.
have built a powerful union of 18,000 strong.

Powerful strike movements were also conducted 1n places as far
apart as Kandesh, Sholapur. Calcutta, Madras and Bihar; while
one of the most important events of the year was the great one-
day Protest Strike of the Bombay workers on November 7 against
the Trades Dispute Bill.

At the same time therc has been a tremendous development of
peasant struggle and organisation. By huge demonstrations and
marches and daily struggle against the Zamindars, they are
developing their movement against oppression and terrorism. The
third Session of the All-India Kisan Sabha which met at Comilla
representcd the organised strength of 550.000 paying members.
The fourth scssion which has just concluded at Gaya records a
membership of over 8.00,000.

In unity with the growth of the mass movement 1n what is known
as British India. the people of the Indian States, forced hitherto to
exist under the despotic rule of the Rajahas and Princes. have
moved into action demanding democratic rights and civil liberties.
Throughout the States, in Orissa, Rajputana, Rajkot, Gujerat and
Deccan, people have been drawn into this struggle. Extreme terror
and the shooting down of people has characterised the struggle in
Mysore, Travancore, Dhenkanal, Talcher, Ranpur and other States.
The people in the States organised themselves into Praja Mandals
(States’ People’s party) in order to achieve democratic rights and
relicf from their economic burdens.

These mighty mass struggle of the workers, peasants and States
people during 1938, the building of their indcpendent working-class
organisations. and the rapid increase in the membership of the
Indian national Congress indicated a political awakening of vast
new sections of the Indian people. These newly-awakened sections
provided a dynamic force within the National movement, demanding
the fulfilment of the Congress election pledges and the development
of Congress activity towards the utilisation of the mass force as
a weapon to challenge Imperialism.

The Conggess has been functioning in office as Ministries for
two years in nine Provinces out of the eleven in British India. We
must recognise the restricted possibilities imposed by financial
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limitations under the Constitution. for carrving through legislation.
Despitc this thc Congress Ministries in these Provinces have gone
some way towards redecming their election pledges in the face of
these extreme difficulties.

While the workers have been pressing their demands for decent
wages and conditions and for factory legislation. and the peasants
have been demanding relief from indcbtedness, reduction of rent.
revision of Tenancy Laws and more expenditure for social and
cultural amenities, therc has been a growing fecling that the Congress
Ministries have not moved quickly enough.

Jawaharlal Nehru has indicated this in his statcment. **Where
Are We?™" as follows :

The machinery of Government was working in much the same
way as of old. although various reforms had been introduced In
Madras especially the Congress Government functioned in some
ways perilously like the old Government.

This tremendous mass awakening was now merely expressing
itself in the demand that the Congress Ministries fulfil their clection
pledges more speedily. but that the Congress organisation be adapted
to methods of struggle morc fitted to the conditions oPa mass party.
they demanded that the struggle against the Federation be conducted.
not bnly within the Parhamentary spherc. but also outside

The question of Federation became the centre-point of these
gathering issues within the movement. The Congress stood commutted
to a policy of resisting and preventing the introduction of the
Federal Constitution, which would represent. not in any scnse cven
a limited constitutional advance. but a strengthening of reaction and
of the grip of imperialism in India. The acceptance of office in the
Provinces was clearly understood and statcd in all official documents
to represent not a acceptance of constitutionalism. buf a stage of
preparation for future mass struggle to win complete independence
on the basis of a Constitution framed by a frecly clected Constituent
Assembly. ,

Imperialism, on the other hand was determined to:impose the
Federal plan at as early a date as possible, saw in the formation
of the Provincial Ministries a step to a policy of collaboration. and
openly expressed the hope that, despite the official decisions to the
contrary, in practice it would be able to secure, when the time came.
the co-operation of moderate elements in the leadership of the
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Congress. Various conversations took placc between prominent
representatives of imperialism and individual Congress lcaders. and
rumours began to be spread that a compromisc was in prospect.
There was no basis n any official declarations for such rumours.
It was true. however, that individual moderate leaders had made
statements which implied a possible compromise on the basis of
a modified Federal Constitution; and many left wing elements,
already alarmed at the “‘drift to constitutionalism.’” and knowing
that the right wing was dominant in the ‘*High Command,” feared
that, despite brave words. a surrender would follow.

In reality the decper issue behind these controversies lay in the
question of the mass basis of the Congress and its relation to the
developing mass struggle of the workers and peasants. Only in
proportion. 3s thc Congress deepened and strengthened its mass
basis and its organic rclation to the mass struggle could it develop
the strength to be capable of defeating Federation and imposing 1ts
own terms on impenalism. The fears expressed by the moderate
elements of the lcadership with regard to the rapid advance of the
workers™ and peasants” movement, the deprecation of class struggle
as a violation of ““non-violence,”” and increasing readiness to use
or defend police coercive measures against strikes and unrest.
mcant incvitably that, whatever their subjective intentions, objectively
they were travelling along a path which led to increasing compromise
with impenalism. This danger. however. was not to be met by
shrilly reiterated negative declarations or denunciations of the right
wing, but only by a positive constructivc programme and work for
strengthening the mass basis of the Congress, increasing its
responsiveness to mass demands, building up workers’ and peasants’
organisation, cnlightening the membership on the issues and working
to influence the policy of the Ministries accordingly. This was the
task which the Socialists and Communists, who were wining
increasing influence within the left wing, tried to accomplish.

It was in this situation that Subhash Chandra Bose, who had
been nominated President the previous year without a contest,
decided to contest the Congress Presidential election this year for
re-election, on the basis of posing the political issue of launching
a nation-wide struggle against Federation and resisting the tendencies,
which he described as existing in the right wing leadership, towards
compromise. For the first time the presidential election was contested.
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The key importance of the contest lay in the fact that thc Working
Commiittee, or ruling organ of the Congress, is not clected. but
nominated by the President: thus the election of the President is
the constitutional opportunity for the voice of the membership to
be expressed with regard to the character of the leadership of the
Congress. The opposing candidate to Bosc was supported by Gandhi
and the majority of the members of the old working Committee
Bose was supported by the Communists, Socialists and Left
Nationalists. In the event Bosc was elected by 1575 to 1376 votes.

The election of Bose, in the face of the opposition of the official
machine, led to a sharp inner crisis. In fact the result of the personal
election of a President, while having its importancc as a baromcter
of feelings among the rank and file, could by no means be regarded
as a definitive political judgment or indication of a left majority
in the membership. The subsequent proceedings at Tripuri were to
prove this. But the interpretations that werc at first placed on the
result, both among many of the right and on the left. were such
as to raise dangers of sharp division imperilling the unity of the
Congress. '

M. K. Gandhi, in a public statement. intcrpreted the result as
a personal defeat for himself and his policies. and threatened the
possibility of a secession of right wing from the Congress. Twelve
of the fificen members of thc Working Committce resigned. in
order. as they explained, to lcave a free field for Bosc. and also
on the grounds that they felt that in his election campaign he had
cast aspersions on their bona fides. Jawaharlal Nehru also resigned
from the Working Committce, though with a separate statement
explaining his special viewpoint (this will bc fourld more fully
explained in the booklet issued by him in connection vyith the crisis.
entitled ‘“Where Are We?"*) The imperialist press loudly announced
a “‘split’’ of the Congress. The controversy. as it dgveloped was
in danger of moving from a political to a personal| planc.

While the Right Wing viewed with alarm the re<lcction of S.
C. Bose and the consolidation of Left forces around him as being
a challenge to their leadership, certain disruptive elements on the
left began pressing for the ‘‘scizure of power™ and thc formation
of an entirely new Working Committee around S. C. Bose. Since
the left wing is still a minority in the Congress, as the results of
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Tripuri showed, this would have meant an attcmpt to impose a
minority leadership on the Congress and thus mvite a split.

When the Tripun Congress met. therc was thus a dangerous
crisis requiring to be solved. Both on the nght and on the left there
were tendencies which were ready to press forward the issue to a
split. Those sections, including the Socialists and Communists, who
were concerned to maintain a united leadership representing and
balancing the relation of forces in the National Front so as to
preserve a united front for the coming fight against imperialism
were faced with an extremely difficult task. Nevertheless, it can
be stated with confidence that the results of the Tripuri Session,
even though not fully satisfactory in all respects, show that all
efforts at disrupting the United National Front and the Congress
from whatcver quarters. were frustrated for the time being and that
the finad d¢uissons mark and an advance in the national struggle
for India’s frecedom.

Our task now is to examine the decisions of Tripuri and to find
out how they can be cffectively used as weapons to further strengthen
the Congress. increasing its mass basis, and carrying forward the
struggle

It was clcar that the first task facing the delegates at Tripuri.
before policy or programme could be considered. was the need to
clear the atmosphere. In this connection 1t was the Right which took
the initiative by moving a resolution of confidencc 11 Mahatma
Gandhi. The resolution was a bid to restore the status quo in
leadership around the personality of M. K. Gandhi, but at the same
time dragging in a question of alleged aspersions cast against
former members of the Working Committec and laymng down that
the new Working Commuttce must be nominated in accordance with
the wishes of Gandhi. There was considerable opposttion to the
later part of this resolution. The Communists and Socialists stressed
the necd for a united leadership including members of the old
Working Committee, at the same time calling for a policy of
advance. While this resolution was pa: <ed (by 218 to 135 in the
Subjects Committce) it left a considerable amount of heartburn
among the delegates.

The main resolution of the Session was on the ‘‘National
Demand.”’ The resolution stated that the Congress has for more
then half-a-century striven for the advancement of the people of
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India and that it had carried the Nation a long way towards
Independence. The resolution traces the steps in pursuance of its
objective and reiterates the Congress declaration of uncompromising
opposition to the Federal part of the Government of India Act. and
determination to resist its imposition. We will quote the rest of the
resolution :

The Congress declares afresh its solemn resolve to achicve
independence for the nation, and to have a Constitution framed for
a free India through a Constituent Assembly elected by the people
and without any interfcrence by a foreign authority. No other
Constitution or attempted solutions of the problem can be accepted
by the Indian people. The Congress is of the opinion that. in view
of the situation in India, the organised strength of the National
Movement, the remarkable growth of the consciousncss of the
masscs. the new awakening among the people of the Indian States.
as well as the rapid dcvelopment of the world situation, the time
has come for full application of the principle of self-dctermination
to India, so that the people of India might establish an independent
democratic State by means of a Constitucnt Asscmbly. Not only
the inherent rights and the dignity of the peoplc gemand this full
freedom. but also the economic and other problems which press
insistently on the masses cannot find a solution. nor can India get
rid of her poverty and keep pace with modem progress unless the
people have full opportunities of self-government and growth. which
Independence alone can give. Provincial Autonomy affords no such
scope for development, and its capacity for good is being rapidly
cxhausted; the proposed Federation strangles India still further, and
will not be accepted. The Congress thereforc is strongly of the
opinion that the whole of the Government of India Act must give
place to the Constitution for a frce India made Uy the peoplc
themselves.

An independent and Democratic India will face the solution of
our great problems rapidly and effectively, and will lige herself with
the progressive peoples of thc world, and thus aui the causc of
Democracy and freedom.

With a view to the specdy realisation of thc Congress objective
and in order to facc effectively the national and international crises
that loom ahead, this Congress calls upon all parts of the congress
organisations as well as the Congress Provincial Governments and
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the people gencrally to prepare themselves to this cnd. to promote
unity and in particular to strengthen. purify and discipline the
organisation. removing weakness and corrupt-g influcnces so as
to make it an cffective organ of the people’s will.

On thc question of the Indian Statcs the congress resolution
welcomes the awakening of the people in the States. The resolution
registecred Congress support to thc demand for responsible
government and Civil Liberties. and declarcd that the movement
for frecdom and self-expression in the Statcs was an integral part
of the larger struggle for freedom of the whole country. It is also
important to notc that thc resolution states :

The great awakening that is taking place among the people may
lead to a relaxation or to a complete removal of the restramnt which
the Congress has imposed upon itself. thus resulting in the ever-
increasmng dentification of the Congress with the States peoples
The Working Committec is authorised to issue nstructions in this
behalf from time to time as the occasion arises

The congress desires to reiterate that its objective, complete
independence. 1s for the whole of India. inclusive of the States.
which must have the same measure of political. social. cconomic
and rchgious frcedom as a part of India

This was the first occasion that the W. A F. D. Party of Egypt
sent a delegation to attend a Congress Session. The visit «f the W.
A. F D dclcgation symbolised the solidarity of the movenuent for
freedom in India and Egypt

The rcsolution of greetings to china reads :

The Congress scnds 1ts greetings to the people of China and its
deepest sympathy in their trails and privations in therr struggle
agamst ruthless and inhuman Impcrialism. It congratulates them
on their heroic resistance

The Congress expressed its approval of the sending of a Medical
Mission on its behalf to the people of China and trusts that this
Mission will continue to receive full suppa-t. so that it may carry
on its work of succour effectively and be a worthy symbol of Indian
solidarity with China.

The resolution on the “‘National Demand™ and that on the
Indian States both mark a political advance of the Congress on the
previous scssion held at Haripura. The ““National Demand™
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resolution lays the basis for the development of a nation-wide
struggle. The whole of the Government of India Act must go, giving
place to a Constitution for a free India framed by a Constituent
Assembly full representative of the peoplc of India. It must be the
immediate task of sections of the national movement, united within
the ranks of the Congress in India, to translate into action the last
paragraph of the resolution—the Tripuri Congress calls upon ‘-all
parts of the congress organisation as well as the Congress Provincial
Governments and the people generally to prepare themselves to this
end, to promote unity and in particular to strengthen. purify and
discipline the organistion, removing weakness ahd corrupting
influences so as to make it an effective organ of the people’s will.”

The rapidly-moving international situation leaves no time to be
lost. Tripuri is over—our task must be how to make the Trnipuri
resolutions decisions for action. The plan of action put forward by
the Communists was not accepted—there is no doubt that it would
have strengthened the resolution—but the task now is to stengthen
the execution of the resolution. The resolution gives a call to the
people of India, to the Congress organisations and to the Congress
Governments to prepare for a nation-wide stgyggle.

There are tremendous possibilities taking the resolutions as it
stands. The extent to which the resolution becomes one of action
will depend upon how the Congress organisation and Congress
membership as a whole develop their local plan of action which
will prepare the country for the nation-wide struggle. Each step
must be carefully considcred. We put forward the slogans at
Tripuri—Unity and Struggle—these must still be our slogans. No
steps should be consciously taken which would impair the unity
of the Congress. The degree to which we are able to preparc and
strengthen the Congress organisations, the type, of qucstions on
which the Congress organisations will be activisefl must inevitable
be reflected in the policy which the congress Minigtrics pursuc. The
task now falls upon the shoulders of all Congressmen to
make the Tripuri National Demand resolution 4 live resolution.

The resolution on States people has shown what can be
accomplished—the tremendous advance made by the Indian States
peoples between Haripura and Tripuri. By the steady activity and
struggle of the States’ people themselves, they compelled the
Congress to recognise the relationship of the struggle in the States
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as integral parts of the larger struggle for freedom of the whole
country.

A number of lessons are provided by Tripuri. We can certainly
regard Tripuri Session of the Congress as an advance. The
Communists and Socialists as a whole seriously endeavoured to
meet in a responsible fashion a difficult situation and greatly helped
in the constructive result which was finally achieved.

We should beware of false friends—those who gave the lead
for a disruptionist ‘‘Revolutionary’’ Working Committee—and
thus did their utmost to wreck the unity of the National Front.

The Socialist and communist unity achieved at Tripuri must
be carried to a wider field. A united Socialist Party would be
capable of obviating the weaknesses that showed themselves at
Tripuri and will be the surest guarantee that the political decision
of that Session of the Congress will be implemented

(Published in ‘‘THE LABOUR MONTHLY"',
May 1939, London.)
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ROY EXPOSED :
RUPTURE WITH
MARXISM OPENLY SEEN

B. T. Ranadive

In one of our articles we demolished the tall claims made by
M. N. Roy about his “‘consistent and revolutionary™” stand at
Tripun. We undertook the painful task of disillusioning Roy and
his followers about their ‘*ideological battle ™ and proved that they
were indulging in day dreams when they announced themselves as
uncompromising revolutionaries. We traced these dishonest claims
to pohtical adventurism and we based our case entirely on the
speeches and writings of M. N. Roy himself. The charge of distortion
levelled by his followers, therefore, is baseless and hardly merits
attention.

In the preserit article we wish to show how the advocates of

*-alternative leadership™* have taken an opportumst attitude on
fundamental questions. and how they resorted to abject surrender
to the Right. whenevcr the struggle against drifi assumed a concrete
form.

One of the major problems on which the present day
constitutionalist leadership adopts an opportunist and disruptive
attitude is the question of the working class.

Right Wing and Working Class

The task of building up all-embracing unity under the banner
of the Congress, thc task of winning over the wopking-class. has
been hampered and obstructed by the Rightist lcadership all these
years.

The adoption of the economic demands of the fvorking-class in
the Congress Election Manifesto did not alter the athitude and policy
of the Right Wing towards this vital question It frowned upon the
growing struggles of the workers, and often took a hostile attitude
The logical culmination of this attitude was to be found in the firing

Published in "NATIONAL FRONT" June 11, 1939.






