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Chapter 1

THE LAST ANNIVERSARY

The year was 1913. The storm-clouds of the First
World War were gathering over Europe and the roll
of thunder had already been heard in the two Balkan
wars. The balance of forces had already been
determined. Against the powers of the Triple
Alliance — Germany, Austria-Hungary and Tur-
key —stood the Anglo-French-Russian Entente.

Russia was in turmoil. As early as 1911 a wave of
student strikes shook the country, in response to
which the government sent police into the halls of
the universities. Muffled tremours passed over the
country and more than 105 thousand workers had
gone out on strike. The masses were slowly moving
into action.

Suddenly the stunning news raced through the
country. On April 4, 1912, in a distant Siberian
settlement soldiers had without warning opened fire
upon the workers. Two hundred and seventy were
killed and 250 wounded. The rounds fired against
the unarmed crowd of workers from the mining
€Ompany Lena Goldfields. who had come to the
office with a petition for improvements in their
Intolerable living conditions, broke the ice of
silence. It had gripped the country during the years
Of dark reaction after the collapse of the first

ussian revolution of 1905-1907.

€ response of the government and of the people
to the Lena tragedy differed. “So it has been and so




it will be hence,” the Minister of Internal :
Makarc replied confidently to the queries of
1 the .StaIL Duma. But the number of

ion of the

: onl_\_ thL..

L Tn the follo )
s reached two million. A gencral strike
imminent,

Official Russia during this year celebrated
with unusual pomp and to the peal of bells the
tricentennial of the ruling d\ as .
the future of the Roman
that th]s was the last suc

.Iee hundred years earlier the tsarist crown had
been placed upon the head of the 16
ov. One hundred and t.lght y
ywn had become an Impundl one. ()n the
thn fifteenth represe
l S by rhc will uf God
: , the Tsar of Po
the Gmnd Du : of Finland, and so forth, dL-LOIdan
to the offi dcu.uments He hdd nnt mhc-rm:d the
mind of Peter 1, who h
a.mplre and LUI lhlu

which the
called him * (:tm:h'" Khan with a tel
demonstrated the po / of intellect S
of his father, Alexander III. The last c:mpemr of
ed that the effort to think was so
difficult that it could disturb the horse on which he
as sitting at the time! Nicholas II and his wife
dra Fyodor ovna, an unpcrmus woman, both
I and sup were the embodiment
absolute mumruh\ and the power
of the feudal idndo\\ ners.

the Romanov dynasty had

plidate and ploteu the pri eges
of the thn hulwa rk — the te of the nobllll\
Although at the turn of the twentieth century the
nobility had suffered a certain diminishment in its
economic position (landed proprietorship had de-
clined 41 per cent in the 40-year interval following
1861) it retained political power as well as its
economic basis — the private ownership of land. At
the close of the nineteenth century the hereditary
nobility made up roughly 0.8 per cent of the
country’s population but owned 67 per cent of aﬂ
land held in private ownership. In the Europe )
of Russia 30 thousand Iandm\ ner tdmillc
thousand indivi '
of land i

s. On the average each idndo\ mer fd[I'lll\
osed of 2,300 dessiatines, each peasant family
of seven,

In 1861 —Ilater than in other European co
tries —serfdom was abolished in Russia. Th's
refmm which Ia\ ing court historians called the

“Great Reform”, _ i

of advantages for the big

this great deceit the peasants lost about 20 per cent
of the land earlier in their usage. In certain of the
most fertile regions 40 per cent of the peasant land
went to the landowners. Still worse, the “cut-of ;
as the strips of land taken from the peasant were
called, included the best parcels of arable, woods
meadov nd watering-plac VEere
left with swamps and sandy soil. The peasant allot-
ments were surrounded ded estates on all
sides. The peasant coul arce an inch
Wlthuut infringing on the I mdmx ner’s ploughland,

lds voods.




Peasant land hunger was o aphically d
Lev Tolstoy i
his play I s of Enlightenment: “Land i S0 s
there is no room for 2ver mind a
’er, that pa of land,which could not
peasant family, was burdened with a
number of tz and obligations. Meeting
cse laxes often consumed all that the p nt
could squeeze out of his holding. Two-thirds of
dir taxes paid to the state came from the
deasantry. In addition th Yy were saddled with
redemption payments for the land they had r
cetved. The market price for this land was 4
million rubi but the peasants paid 867 million
rubles, thus pa ing 323 million in e ess,
Land shor , the intermingli strips and the
: i ntry to
ind rent land from
ble terms. In return
ived either in
rights tov -
nt had to work
1€ lo oden plough and wasted
g. This syste ) . “an economy
through land §° by which the 1
raked in sub i
ment and w 1t out on live or dead inventg
differed but little from the former barshchina.
burdened, then ruined the pe
Stagnation and decline of the
banks held mort ]
es of landed estates and the indebtednes
] ter’s owners amounted to 2,300 million rubles.
A profound agricultural crisis eny loped the ¢«
try. It was pr he fact that the pre
liberating R 1 bonds was t pro-
that corvée I nd other forms of
bondage had long outlived their d
If the first distinctive feature of the Russian

survivals of serfdom, the

elopment of is in

hich was retarded and restrained by

. Now the peasant had not only to

o to on the market in order

v his ta» i

redemption p

industrial goods
and other land u:

f course among the 1try there were the

wealthy, or kulaks, as their fellow
them. In certain provinces these kula
one-half of all peasant land.
landlords™, to us Lenin’s phra
100 dessiatines of land. But th
per cent of all peasant hot
cent of the population.

DUSE s fell into th

ingarev, one quite dj
ympathies, in his book,

s mg frequenc the pe
his plot and went in sea




more than 10 million such semi-peasants, semi-
workers by the end of the last century. The village
emptied out, the landscape was dotted with boarded
asant huts, abandoned plots overgrown with
the wind whistled through ¢
v on the roofs :

proces:
very third hous n the coun-
de which was doomed to ruin and gradual
2 ction,

The peasants had no wish to reconcile themselves
with the deplorable fate prepared for them by
tsarism. Inexorably bing and at oth
bursting out ane ant war was wage
against the ger for land and freedom. The

ants set the torch to the estates of the lords and
s and tsarist officials from the
/ere met by k
1 detachm
1913 —the jubilee vyes > were
more than 146 pe among
were dire i
thorities. While in 1907 9 armed clashes
the authorities made up one-quarter of all p
actions, in the interval 1910-1914 the propo
rose to one-third.

In agrarian Ru ;
accounted f Il production, the

. €ncompass-

A 65 million.

ond, but first in its economic

e, was the working class. After

the 1861 reform its numb gre ithout interrup-
tion. It suffices to observe that even at the moment
of the reform four million peasants were liberated
without land and poured into the ranks of the
proletariat. In 1913 the working ¢ [8 million
strong. The most rapid growth was o red among

10

factory, mine and railway kers. In a twenty
interval their numbers .5 times, to a to
4,200 thousand workers. Of the total number of
' 35 per cent were engaged In mining,
/, metal-working and machine-building
xtile and food industries accounted for
43 per cent. .

The bulk of the proletariat wa concentrated in a
small number of industrial centres that were simul-
taneously political centres. Approximately a million

cers toiled in the factories of Moscow and
Petersburg, where they made up 40 per cent of the
gainfully employed population. Forty per cent of all
workers were employed at huge factories which
accounted for 2.5 per cent of all industrial enter-
prises. More than a half (56.5 per
workers concentrated in the larg
enterprises employing more than 500 worker _
In contrast, in the USA this group of workers
amounted to 31 per cent of the total.

One striking feature was the growth of the rank
of permanent workers — 40 per cent of the country
work force. Among metal-workers
half were s 1 generation (or more) prolet

vorkers ret
agriculture. Among the
metal-workers, having joined the labour force
between 1906-1913, some 22 per cent had land
allotments. ‘

Despite all obstacles put forth by the tsarist
government, which had once published a circular,
appropriat ferred to as the edict on the “cook’s
children” and 1 stricting the adn on of children
of common or 'mnasium as well as
Spe y fo ing stance of children of

=




; mparable figure

S 3 \xhulc re\LJudn children of

per cent. The v er thirsted
knowledge and educ He
iti k and a high
nd persistence

> situation of the prolet
Thmugh a protracted and stu
1l result of st
5-1907) which, despite its
d a number of
W ernment the work-
in unprmements in both h\mq and
‘" dgt“ ¢

ln lhe me
ndustries w age
re m the

ile
the te\tile

terms
exploitation w

ance for rhe material condi-
s of the hired worker w
at times sw

a number of workers’ actions, and
ll.ir after the immse ] e at the Moro
i informed of the terri

quu‘ted the we

brought to « ipation in the stri
tsarist go ed to engage in lab
i lldl to adopt a law limiting
- s by no means un]\'
applied. In (
the interests of the
: ated the law, he w
the government, whereas
the worker, for participation in a strike
violations of the la : i
for a term of one to f
tory sale of goo
sed, and the f ' wner v\ uuld fm-..e
rorkers to buy inferior-qualit gnods at mflaled
prices, The llings of the W
deplorable conditi i y
' as not to eueed 11.5
s extended to 12-14
urned to their barracks,
m.m;,_ with vermin, to
<s. In oil-rich Baku
lived in damp,
dark and cold dugouts. ] ibstar at the enter
prise there
the W ml\er

lmunes
ving material and spiritual demands
of the work ng class stnnd in blatant contrast to the
actual
The working class

Composed of num I
Empire ) ore than lh{l

i ies living at widely




While the Ukrainia s, Georgians and Uzbeks had
thelr own cultures and their national poets — Taras

: ¢ Rustaveli, and Alisher
’\‘av-:—\\' re l\noun throughout the world, the
Karakalpaks, Yakuts, Chukchis had as yet no
written Lmuuaqe
' ving regions of Russia comprised her
internal colonies, cording to Lenin imates,
the colonial territories of the country occupied
17,400 thousand square kilometres. or 76 per cent of
the territory of the Empire 800 ‘rhomdnd square
kilometres in 1914) and included 33,200 thousand
inhabitan 20 p ytal population.
These territories were abme all sources of agricul-
tural and mineral raw materials f mdustn The
land was expropriated from the native population.,
For example in Siberia, Kazakhstan and Central
Asia between 1906 and 1915 the government confis-
cated more than 36 milli atines. In spite of
this the taxation of the Kaz: chs, ghiz, Buryats
and oth grew heavier. In Turl\ stan direct taxes
ose threefold in fifteen years. The burden of
ta *man was also intensified by the methods of
collection. al feudal lords w ..oIIeLted the

arbitrarily unp i
£ 2

bureaucratic appdrdtl szl'aqed both the popu-

lation dl'ld the scttle s, forcing them to work at their

beck 3 tising every con-
2ivab i The outlying re

were also subjecte Ld.p.ltEl]ISt exp[oit

primarily in 1ts moxr

' as merch.mt dﬂd usury

[hmlt mnmhutn ( on,

shortchange

¢ ure fo «tm;: upt n thL people poor-

quaht_\, gm_‘.-ds at nt prices and ensnaring

them with credits and loans granted on enslaving

terms.

there were, all told, 7,145 industrial
enterprises in Siberia, Central Asia, Kazak
i sus, with the total number ¢
just exceeding 100 thousand. On the ay
enterprise employed 15 workers; the comparable
figure in Russia was 75. As a result the demand
s low and the surplus hands in
ould find no employment. The
consequence the intensive impoverishment
of the population. In Uzbekistan, 63 per cent
of all households fell into the poorest category,
while in some steppe districts the figure rose to
85 per cent.

Lenin’s s postulate that in Europe there was no
other country in which the masses of the people
were robbed to such an extent of education, light
and knowledge as in Russia was : _
priate to the population of the outlying di

s Turkestan was a territory of virtually « mplete
2 Among the population of what is today the

Ipak Autonomous chuhlm the rate of Ilter'l-
¢y before the rev nlutmn was 0.6 1
there we re ]?9 doc

drist Russi'a was j ' a prison of
nations. For the autocr hele was one
term to designal.e : '
peoples — “aliens ) eW rs which sup-
i ted quite un-
s “are not, and uld not be”
such citizens of the Emmr s the Russians were.
us the peopl sia, the Volga
region, Poland, Finlan
ne, the Cauc
ted and oppr
“divide and sm strove to ‘s(.pd['dtt‘.
the Peoples, setting one against the other, subje-
cting them to f - Ri ation, and keeping
them in pove and ignorance.




s did not accept this depri-
vation of rights. The hi: of Russia is rife wi
instances of popular uprisings in suppmt of
dnd onal llherdtmn
of the peop]e
elements of the
the yv. If a democratic tra _.Imdtlt}ll was
i ble without a quoluuon of the nationaliti
question, the latter in turn could not be
thout a fundamental change i :
The revolution ot afford to igno
fundamental task as that of toppling the t
colonial system, w hich was retarding the socio-
i selopment ot the entire count
\\c muqt not -

ssia a wmp!ctd) haul\w-
drﬂa,rmg funu.lamfentall

tedtme uf hel
. n the ‘ihdlp _ 3, in lh ; Lomhnm—
tion of a semi-feudal hcl(._l\“ rd a

latest forms of mdustrla]‘

this may be fuund in the h'_ ;

hutpul‘ of the Russian I]'ILLIHUFUIL'] mdu stry. More
than half of the outputa = oal v ornered
b Pmduuol (Societ i e of v al Fuel)

g them Flcmh
and Bu mn -

st monopoly
conglomerate he _' ed (Cop nd Kolom-
na-Sormo =ties, which played a leading role in

the transport and agricultural machinery industries.
There were others of this scale as well.
ablishment of monopolies
s of ]aree banks. The R
lhc organiser of a pows 3
nd organised the tobacco indus
try into a trust as well. The Petersburg International
Commercial Bank tounded agroup w hich monopol-
ised the building 5. These two banks as
well as the Russia ) oreign Trade, the
Azov-Don and [hu, Russian Trade and Industrial
banks had their subsidiaries in London, Paris and
other major European cities as well as in China and
India. Th concentrated in their hands almost
one-half of the country’s findm.ial resources and
i had such a
11.61\ f1 e lhuusand

g . mg 5!.11)(11112
W drdnes‘z Althoug ssia he fth—and m
some branch
production, the Ield{.h' W eu_,hl of ht‘] qmss ind usn i-
al output among the five leading power
Britain, France, Russia and the USA) was
insignificant 4.2 per cent.
The level of Laplt'lllst development in Russia was
avera er inc al p uctlon dppl UdChEd thaI
Z D

f IIHL and C
bthmd me > by 11-

m steel and rolled

building and cotton pro 2.

industry lagged far behind Gcrman\ and the US

)




a1l sense. is must hov
noting the s antial differences
lipment, both r ally and fmm one
’m dﬂOTht‘!’ fnr m 0 the technologi-
; i y was that
hu.h dlﬂerui but little from the
metallurg lmdustr) of Western Europe
Fulc:]gn ita UsSiz st ng ed over
in silen ince it played a sign nt role in the
conomy and politics. The influx of
eded in two dir
stment in Russian indy
through loans to the tsarist ernment,
ndus. 'y was the basic sphere of investment
French and Belgian ca
ommanding posntlons in the metz
and coal mdustrles S
' the 01] Loppcx ‘and szu]d c\t]‘h.tlon
3, etc, The preservation of the autocracy
landow ne ip required an expanding
\o]ume of for eign ¢ I, since the tsarist g
mcnt LOT‘IIIIhLI d a able pro ornon of It\ ca

spent for purpo not connected with ]Jl ldlIL[]OI’I
The general thrust of this was to inc .
) conomic and political dependence upon
foreign capital.

The taan\t autocracy embod

upon the hlu ldndu“ners which in turn were in
alliance with the rez 1g hnurq

latter Lollahoratcd v

and used the sur

landowners and shared political pov nd medieval
privileges with them. As a result of this alliance, i

&

the words of Lenin, “we see, instead of a broad, free
and rapid development of capitalism, stagnation and
decay”. To be sure, there existed contradictions
between these ¢ the bourgeoisie strove to
augment its economic strength with political power,
and the nobili store its declining economic
position. The fear of revolution and the open
political alliance with the autocracy isolated the big
bourgeoisie from the socio-politi movement,
while the ruling élite of the nobility treated it
condescending

The ‘-tl‘]lx_?l‘lg features of the autocracy on the eve
of World War I w o be found in the intens
tion of both its reactionary nature and of the prc
of decay. The salient feature of its policies
nationalism, in the form of the most deep- seated
great- puv\er chauvinism which sometimes
bestial forms.

This is illu trdtcd h\ the following mudent A
group of U
proposed that the flftn:th anniv
the great Ukrainian poet Shevchenko be obser

“Who was She\'c,hen id one nf the lt,ad‘e
the monarchis C

above nohles Inf
been t S
g.” This speech, a direct s dp in the
ty, did not meet with the rebuff of the majority
in the Duma, a good indication not only of the
Cﬁmposnmn but also of the thrust of this institution.
laving repulsed the onslaught of the revolution of
1905-1907, the tsaris government was nevertheless
forced to make certain conc ions, to create at
least the facade of a constitutional em together
with the representative organs appropriate to this
System. This gave birth to the te Duma wh




irtually no substantial Tlght‘s (e
nsultative functi S
d according to u ensurin
return of majorities for the landowners and the
bourgeoisie. In June 1912 the Third State Duma was
: Ived. The majority in this Duma had belonged
to reactionary groups, The Duma had, on the one
hand, promoted the lmplementdrlun of an agrarian
nohw directed against the p Ty, of a “tough”
on the worker question of overtly
uhdll\llll‘af policy i

verisimilitude of pallmmcman norms 01 political
life.
But in the opinion of the ts:
obs .
suffered, in e opinion
fmm an incl_rrable :

is td(.tluns \md pd]‘"l]
/ of the bourgeo
it out of this supine state.
came to the conclusion that in the
he party should pl itself in
osition to the authorities until a
e s l]Lh as 1s

8 T flec‘rcd in thc‘ pnh-..z 0

" of the ' De-

tnhnsts Guchkao the 1 . drt},dec lared

that their attempt to r ile t s that be.

whose authority had ne

society had suffered def

party should struggle for refo m, employing all Iegdi

amentary means. In his words. it was nec 3

“make the final attempt to bring the authorities to

their senses, to implant in them the fear which fills
us”

The declarations of the leaders of both bourgeois
parties signified the collapse of the Right-wing
majority in the Duma and w .1gndllt:d by the thrp
shift to the Right of the government
There could be no question of the a
ministe e the government itself had been
replaced a court camarilla and turned into a
plaything, or rather a deck of cards to be shuffled
about in the hands of the rogues surrounding
Nicholas II and the rina. The last prime minister
to attempt to achieve something with the ;
Kokov , earned the our of the royal couple
by insisting on the expulsion from the court of
Grigory Rasputin.

With the replacement of Kok r and the
appointment to the post of head of th uncil of
Ministers of Goremykin—a reactionary bureauc-
rat, indifferent and impervious — the last measure
of independence se ating th ial government
from the murl camarilla_ d1 appeared. In the im-

\l}:nlfl ance m" government wse
e in his m

g 6 ; one person” :

T of the ministers & the Duma should be
limited “to the narrowest possible confin since
this power reduced the pre of the tsar.

The nature of the coterie surrounding the last
emperor and empress, which determined the policy
of the state as well as formed the government,
indicates the Jevel of degradation and decomposition
Chars ising the monarchy. It was a clique of

and adventurists, the most flagrant of whom
utin, a drunkard and degenerate, posing as
” and “soothsayer”. A former horsethief

21




from Siberia, having inveigled
LOIth he gdmed unllm

And 1f strﬂ\ and clLITOIlf: b} workers, peasant
disturbsz s, and the national liberation struggle
demonstrated that the ms s would no longer
accept the ways of the past, the situation in the
Duma, the decadence of the court and the compl
ineffectiveness of the government pointed to a crisis
of the upper circles.

Such was the situation in Russia as the countr y
observed the tricentennial of the ruling family and
neither the peal of bells nor the pnmpbus sermons
m.il'kli'll.. the laying of the first s[ones for doz

out the death rattle of the clLl[OLIdL'_
/ people deaf tu [h]\ ere those who had nc
' ) s spread and the wave of
sher and higher.

Chapter 11

BEFORE THE STORM

With the arrival of 1914 the revolutionary move-
ment in the Lountr d nmmentum The

stubbornnes A
and rising num
sary of Bloo
1905 by tsa
workers, w
the tsar:
thousand pd.lt
On March as g ult of admini
n(..ghge_nce at t ny T olnik l\uhbc
l\

to lethal Turm ohs
(1mludmn 180 v umem were ¢ e
thousand workers at the Putilov Works went uut on
strike in prot and by March 20 the number of
strikers had risen to 15 in S
60 thousand in Riga : 1
€ Owners du.lded tu break the will of the
thI'OUE]'] lo
thousand workers were affec "pe > t0
Rppea] h\ the Petersburg Committee of the B(}I he-
the workers fmwht a, i
demon
call lmlt to the loc































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































