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A Note on the Author

IKIFOR KALCHENKO was born in 1906 in the village of
Koshmanovka, Mashevsk District, Poltava Region, into a peasant
family.

The October 1917 Revolution opened wide the doors to education,
and this son of a peasant father was able to enrol at the Poltava Agri-
cultural Institute,

In 1928, after graduation, Kalchenko went to work as an agronomist.
He was later the director of a machine and tractor station and then head
of the grain department at the Kharkov regional agricultural board.

From 1938 to the outbreak of the Second World War he was Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the Odessa Regional Soviet.

During the war he was a member of the Army’s Military Council and
later a member of the Military Council of the First Ukrainian Front.

After the war, N. Kalchenko threw himself into the task of building
up Ukraine’s agricullure once again.

Since 1954 Nikifor Kalchenko has been Chairman of the Council of
Ministers of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

He has been a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
since 1932. He is a member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, a member of the Central Committee and of
the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist
Party, Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. and to the
Ukrainian Supreme Soviet.

He is holder of the Order of Lenin, the Order of the Red Banner and
other orders and medals.

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
A Glimpse into History

1H.Em TRUE VALUE of anything is learned by comparison. This
axiom is particularly apt when describing the life of a nation.

So, before telling you about the economic and cultural achievements
of the Ukrainians and their future plans, T would like to say something
about their recent past, and describe what the Ukraine was like some
forty to fifty years ago.

The Ukraine is one of Russia’s biggest industrial areas. It is
well situated geographically, it has inexhaustible resources of
coal, iron, manganese-ore and many other minerais.

Its soil is fertile and its climate is moderate and mild.

These factors have always been very favourable for its
economic development.

However, before the Revolution its economy was lopsided. Priority
was given to industries yielding the utmost profit such as sugar, wine
and tobacco, while coal-mining and metallurgy were neglected.

Apart from a few big coal, iron-ore and metallurgical centres, the
Ukraine had a large number of petty, semi-artisan enterprises.

Everywhere there was a ten- to twelve-hour working day, while back-
breaking manual labour dominated throughout.

The situation in agriculture was no better. It was backward in its
structure, with grain-growing predominant, Industrial crops occupied
only about 3 per cent of the sown area, and the tools with which the
land was tilled were primitive.

The working peasantry suffered great hardship. Almost a third of the
peasant households had no arable land of their own or had less than
two and a half acres, while 45.5 per cent of them had no horses.

The lion’s share of the best land was owned by the landlords and
kulaks' who exploited the poor peasants, extensively employing hired
labour.

Despite the enormous mnatural wealth, the people never
enjoyed full employment. Fleeing from the lack of jobs, from
want, poverfy and hunger, hundreds of thousands of factory
workers and poor peasants migrated to other parts of the world
every. year.,

In the seven years ending 1914 alone, more than one miilion
people emigrated.

Before the Revolution the Ukraine was a land of double oppression.
On the one hand, the working people were cruelly exploited by their
national bourgeoisie and landlords.

On the other they were just as cruelly exploited by the Russian chau-

I Capitalist farmers who derived their income from exploiting wage-labour.
combined with trading, pawning, rent from land, and the hiring out of cattle
and tools.—ED.
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vinistic state machine. The tsarist authorities forbade schooling in
Ukrainian and suppressed the national culture. The Ukrainians were
mostly illiterate.

Poverty was the lot of the bulk of the Ukrainian workers and peasants.
This land, though long called Russia’s granary, could not feed those who
worked in its fields and its enterprises, because the lion’s share of the
national wealth was owned by tsarist generals, the capitalists and the
landlords.

The People Take Power

The October Revolution of 1917 turned over a new page in the history
of the Ukraine. It ended once and for all the social and national
oppression of the Ukrainians and created the conditions for the rapid
advance of the working people’s well-being.

The Ukraine today is one of the fifteen constituent Republics that
make up the voluntary Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Tt is a
socialist state ruled by the workers and peasants. The organs of power
are the Soviets of Working People’s Deputies which are elected on the
basis of universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot.

All the riches, the land, its natural wealth, the factories, plants
and mines, belong to the people.

Following the road charted by the Communist Party, the working
people of the Ukraine have scored splendid economic and cultural
achievements.

Industrial Ukraine

The socialist system of economy and the fraternal assistance of all the
Soviet peoples helped the Ukrainians to turn their Republic into an
industrially highly-developed country with large-scale, mechanised farm-
ing and advanced science and culture.

In 1958 gross industrial cutput here was twenty-two times
more than in 1913, This, mind you, despite the tremendous
damage wrought by the past war.

In the last three years alone, more than 500 new big enterprises were
built here. They include 147 coal mines, seventeen iron-ore mines, eleven
big blast furnaces, many open-hearth furnaces and rolling mills, enter-
prises of the chemical, engineering, light and food industries, power
stations, and so on.

Such huge industrial establishments as the Kharkov tractor works,
the Kramatorsk heavy machinery plant, the Azov and Zaporozhye steel
mills, and the Lenin Dnieper hydro-electric station have been built in the
Ukraine since Soviel power was established.

The Donets coal basin (Donbas) and the iron-ore basin of Krivoi Rog
were fully reconstructed in this period.

Many plants are the pride of the entire Soviet people and can well
be envied by any capitalist power. Thus the Khiarkov tractor works,
the Novo-Kramatorsk heavy machinery plant and several iron and steel
mills, built in the ’thirties, are top-rate enterprises today. Their products
have gained wide repute both in the Soviet Union and far beyond its
horders.

Today the Dzerzhinsky iron and steel mill alone turns out
more metal than all the Ukraine’s mills did in 1913, while
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together with the Zaporozhye steel mill it produces more than
all the mills of tsarist Russia did.

The Lugansk district power station generates 70 per cent more elec-
tricity than all of Russia’s power stations did before the Revolution.

In territory—240,000 square miles, population 41,893,000—and in the
volume of industrial and agricultural output, the Ukraine is second in
the U.S.S.R. after the Russian Federation.

In 1958 it accounted for 56 per cent of the iron-ore, 51 per cent of
the pig iron, 33 per cent of the coal, 37 per cent of the tractors, 78 per
cent of the main-line diesel locomotives, 27 per cent of the mineral
fertilisers, 67 per cent of the sugar, 22 per cent of the grain, 26.6 per
cent of the meat, and 23 per cent of the milk produced in the U.S.S.R.
as a whole.

The main branches of the Ukraine’s industry are metallurgy, coal-
mining, chemicals, sugar, power, and engineering.

There are several major industrial items which the Soviet Ukraine
produces in greater quantities than do many highly developed capitalist
countries.

Thus it turns out more pig iron than France and Belgium,
more steel than Italy, Belgium, Sweden, Austria and Australia,
and more coal than France, Belgium, Holland, Austria and
Japan taken together.

The Ukraine’s industry turns out, among other things, super-powerful
turbines, first-class aircraft, diesel locomotives, tractors, sea-going ships,
buses, electric motors and machinery, coal-cutting combines, metal-
lurgical, chemical and mining equipment, machinery for the light, food
and building industries, meters, gauges, electric instruments, and diverse
cultural and household goods, such as refrigerators, washing machines,
TV and radio sets, cameras, bicycles and motor-cycles.

Highly Developed Agriculture

As I have already noted, the Soviet Ukraine has a highly mechanised,
large-scale, diversified agriculture. By the beginning of 1959 it had
13,300 collective farms, 816 state farms, 742 repair and technical-service
stations, 27 land-reclamation stations and 60 large factories repairing
farm machinery.

The sown area totals 80 million acres, which is 117 million more
than in 1913,

Tn agricultural development, especially in the last five years, the
structure of the sown area has changed noticeably. Areas under high-
yielding grain and industrial crops have increased. Whereas before the
Revolution it was mostly rye, oats and other low-yielding crops that were
grown here, today the Republic is one of the biggest producers of winter
wheat, maize, sugar beet, sunflower, flax and hemp.

Because of the high rate of industrial and agricultural development,
the Ukraine has now surpassed many capitalist countries in the per capita
output of pig iron, iron-ore, coal, wheat, butter and sugar.

In particular it has surpassed the United States in the per
capita production of pig iron, iron- and manganese-ore and beet
Sugar.
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Ukrainian intellectuals of working-class and peasant stock.

Altogether the Republic’s economy employs 1,355,000 specialists with
a higher or specialised secondary education., which is nearly seven times
more than all of tsarist Russia had in 1913.

The Republic’'s biggest scientific institution, its Academy of Sciences,
was founded way back in 1919. In recent years an Agricultural Academy
and Academy of Architecture and Construction have been established.
Currently the Ukraine has 462 scientific establishments. The army of
scientific workers keeps growing with every year: it now exceeds more
than 36.000.

There are also many writers, artists, composers and other art workers,
who all have the broadest opportunities for creative activity.

The wide and growing network of cultural and educational establish-
ments well demonstrate the great concern shown by the Communist
Party and the Soviet Government for the satisfaction of the Soviet
people’s cultural requirements. The Ukraine has tens of thousands of
public libraries, clubs and cinemas, and many Palaces of Culture, theatres
and museums.

Beyond Recognition

The Ukrainian town and country has changed beyond recognition
under Soviet rule. Living standards have improved immeasurably.

Take, for instance, the village of Vladimirovka in Rovno Region. It
came to be called that only a short while ago. Liadokhivka before, it
derived its name from the wealthy and highborn Count Liadokhivski,
who owned whole villages in the neighbourhood of Ostrozhets.

The lot of the peasants here was a bitter one. The land they tilled
from dawn till dusk belonged to the Count and most of the harvest went
to him as rent.

The October Revolution of 1917 brought a new life to this village.
The Count’s estates were handed over to the collective farm set up here.
Living standards improved rapidly.

The socialist state helped the farms with machinery and seed and
loaned them money. Fine houses have risen in place of the tumble-down
hovels. The village now has a large club, an eight-year school, a first-
aid station, a library, and a shop.

Life is improving with every year. The supreme concern of the Soviet
State is constantly to raise the people’s standard of living.

It was only with the help of the state that the workers of the Karl
Liebknecht mine in the Krivoi Rog iron-ore basin could build their fine
settlement. They were granted long-term loans and the trade union
organisation and management helped them with the necessary transport,
and assisted them in buying building materials.

Today this settlement, which stands on the banks of the Saksagan
River, presents a splendid sight. Its mining population leads a well-to-do
life. Many have their own motor-cars or motor-cycles.

Vladimir Urbalevich came to work here twelve years ago. Born
originally in Western Byelorussia, he spent ten years in France, working
in a mine in the Department of Moselle. After the war he returned
to the Soviet Union.
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