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A Note on the Author

w .»L;%mm. OVEZOV was born into the family of a Turkmen peasant
in the village of Bederkent in 1915. He became an orphan at ten and
was taken to a children's home.

In 1931 Fo graduated from the Tashauz teacher-training school and
started working, first as a teacher and then as an instructor of a local
department of public education.

.>m an able organiser he was promoted to the post of Deputy Com-
missar of Education of the Turkmen S.S.R.

.ﬂoEEEum work with studies, Balysh Ovezov graduated from the
history department of the Ashkhabad Pedagogical Institute. For a num-

ber of years he held leading Party and governmental posts in Soviet
Turkmenia.

At present Balysh Ovezov is Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the Turkmen S.S.R. and its Minister of Foreign Affairs. He is also a
Deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic.

Balysh Ovezov has been decorated with two Orders of Lenin and the
Order of the Red Banner of Labour.

Turkmenian Soviet Socialist Republic

Sunny Region

ITTUATED in the south-west of Central Asia, the Turkmen

Soviet Socialist Republic extends over a 684-mile stretch from west to
east, from the Caspian shore to the Amu-Darya valley, and over a
distance of 464 miles from north to south. The Kushka area, the southern-
most point of the Republic, is also the southern extremity of the Soviet
Union.

With an area of 195,000 square miles (almost equal to the territory of
Spain), the Turkmen S.S.R. has a population of 1,520,000 (according to
the 1959 census). In addition to the Turkmens who make up 60 per cent
of the population, the Republic has among its inhabitants Russians,
Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Armenians, Azerbaijanians and representatives of other
fraternal nationalities of the Soviet Union.

Turkmenia has a continental climate, and deserts occupy a consider-
able part of her territory. The summers are long and hot, with a large
number of sunny days. The winters are short, but at times quite severe.

The long and hot summers combined with irrigation create favourable
conditions for the cultivation of cotton and other warmth-loving crops.
Rich crops of dates and olives, pomegranates, citrous and other fruits are
grown in the Sumbar and Atrek valleys, in the extreme south-west.

Not for nothing is Turkmenia called by the Soviet people a sunny
region.

A large portion of Turkmenia’s territory (almost 90 per cent)
is occupied by the Karakum (Black Sand) Desert, one of the
biggest waterless sand deserts in the world.

Tn the words of a Turkmen proverb, “when a bird flies over the
Karakum Desert, it sheds its plumes, and when a man walks across it,
he loses his legs. . . .”

In Soviet times, however, man has become master of the land, of all its
wealth, and he conducts a victorious offensive on the sands, reclaiming
more and more land for the cultivation of crops, for orchards and vine-
yards.

Turkmenia is rich in mineral resources. Oil, gas and ozocerite deposits
are worked in the west of the Republic (Nebit-Dag, Kum-Dag, Cheleken).
The water of the Kara-Bogaz-Gol Gulf contain Glauber’s salt, common
salt and magnesium sulphate.

Coal and gas, sulphur, potassium salt, lead and other ores are also
found in the Republic. All this wealth is used for the good of the Soviet
people.

Ancient Civilisation

Inhabited from times immemorial, Turkmenia is a country with an
ancient civilisation. Some of the memorials of material culture excavated
there by archaeologists date back to 4000 B.c. It was once the land
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of the Parthians, who established a powerful state with a highly advanced
original culture.

Soviet archaeologists are at present conducting excavations on the site
of Nissa, the Parthian capital, in the environs of Ashkhabad.

A splendid memorial of twelfth-century Turkmen architecture is the
Sultan Sanjar Mausoleum. Rising to a height of nearly a hundred feet,
it towers over the ruins of ancient Merv, in the Karakum Desert.

The Najm-ad-din Kubra Mausoleum, as well as the Kutlug-Timur
mosque and minaret, all dating back to the fourteenth century, have sur-
vived the ravages of time in the Kunya-Urgench District, in the North
of the country. Fifteenth-century architectural memorials are found
among the ruins of Bagabad, “the dead city of towers”.

Along with memorials of material culture, history has brought down
to our days memories of battles for freedom fought there. It has pre-
served the memory of Mukanna, courageous leader of the revolts of the

peasants and herdsmen of Merv against their feudal oppressors in the
eighth century.

History has on record too, the heroic revolts of the Turkmenians

under the Mongol rule, against the satraps of the Khans of the Golden
Horde.

Turkmenistan’s union with Russia in the eighties of the nineteenth
century opened a mew chapter in the history of the Turkmen people,
marked by their gradual rapprochement with the Russian people and
a joint struggle against tsarism.

New class forces with progressive tendencies arose in the economic
and social life of Turkmenia and the people were initiated into the
advanced Russian culture.

In Turkmenia, just as in other regions with a non-Russian population,
the tsarist policy was one of colonialism. Tsarist officials stirred up
national discord, doing everything to sustain patriarchal and tribal order
and retarding the economic development of the region.

The bulk of the arable land, pastures and water sources was concen-
trated in the hands of the feudal landlords and beys* while the Turkmen
peasants suffered from land hunger and scarcity of water. Weighed down
by the heavy burden of taxation and debt, they led a miserable existence.

The people of Turkmenia were freed forever from tsarism
and feudalism by the QOctober Socialist Revolution of 1917
which was carried threugh under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party.

All the wealth of the counfry became the property of the
people.

The Turkmens fought shoulder to shoulder with their Russian brothers,
defending their freedom against the internal counter-revolution and
foreign intervention (the British imperialists in this case), and took the
destiny of their country into their own hands.

* District governors.—Ed.

A Dream Come True

A dream cherished by the Turkmen people for ages came true: Eow
were at last able to unite, to acquire their own statehood, a .mmﬁ which
was to be of great value for the progress of the Turkmen nation. _

In February 1925 the Congress of Soviets of Turkmenia adopted its
historic decision on the formation of the Turkmen Soviet Socialist W.m-
public and the petition for its admission into the C.s.mou o.m Soviet
Socialist Republics as a sovereign state, on an equal footing with other
constituent Republics.

Under the Soviet Government’s reforms the land and water
were made the property of the state. They were placed at the
disposal of all working peasants—men or women, married or
not. The right to irrigated land was denied to those who owned
it by heredity, who did not cultivate the land but leased it to
tenants.

These reforms ushered in a new era in the history of the Turkmen
people. A shining highroad was opened to them by the Communist Party
and the Soviet Government, and the dawn of a new life and happiness
rose over the sunny region.

Sovereign Republic

A sovereign Republic, the Turkmen S.S.R. joined aﬁfamaw ém.ﬁ,:
other equal Soviet Republics in the Union of Soviet moo_.m.:mn Wﬂu:gnm
for the purpose of mutual assistance on economic and political questions,
as well as for defence. !

Soviet Turkmenia has the right to secede from the Soviet Union, and
her territory may not be altered without her consent. )

A citizen of the Turkmen S.S.R. is a citizen of the Soviet Union.

Turkmenia (just as all the other Soviet Socialist Republics) has its own
state arms, flag and anthem. . !

All power in the Republic belongs to the Eonwﬁm people g.ﬁ town mma
country as represented by the Soviets of Working People’s Deputies
which constitute the political foundation of the Turkmen S.S.R.

All the wealth of the country belongs to the people.

The Supreme Soviet of the Turkmen S.S.R., the Emmmmn organ of state
power in the Republic, is elected on the basis of universal, equal and
direct suffrage, by secret ballot, for a term of four years. .

The Supreme Soviet adopts the Constitution of the Wmﬁ:_u:o and con-
trols its observance; it approves the national economic plans EE. state
budget, forms economic administrative areas, nos:&m ..&m banks, indus-
trial, agricultural and trading enterprises and organisations, and decrees
laws on the courts and on judicial procedure.

The highest executive and administrative organ of state power, the
Council of Ministers of the Turkmen S.S.R., is formed by the Supreme
Soviet of the Republic. )

The working people of town and country are well represented in the
supreme organs of state power. Their interests are m.ﬁuqmmwma _u.Q the
deputies, people who operate machines in the m.mﬂodmm. work in the
fields, advance the progress of Soviet culture, science and technology.

There are 282 deputies in the Supreme Soviet of the Turkmen
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S.S.R. They include 139 workers and collective farmers. There
are 96 women among the deputies.

Among the deputies of the Soviet Turkmenian parliament we find
Saltyk Udayev, a driller employed in the Turkmenburneft oil-fields
Aman Kulmamedov, an actor of the Turkmen State Drama H:nm:m”
Tovshan <mm5:5<m‘ a woman member of the Thaelmann Collective
Farm, Atabai Kurdov, a fitter employed in a cotton ginnery, Tazegul
gmamaos. a woman weaver and Sogonbai Turkmenbayev, a zoo-
technician. :

This is symbolic of the general composition of the Supreme Soviet.

The Turkmens have elected their most authoritative and respected
sons and daughters to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.

d:w Turkmen S.S.R. is represented in the Soviet of the Union and the
Soviet of Nationalities of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. which
expresses not only the common interests of all the Soviet people but
also the specific interests of each nationality of the country. “

In the capital of the Soviet Union, Moscow, the deputies of the Turk-
men nmoEo to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. decide, on an equal
footing .S:w the representatives of all the other fourteen Republics of
the Soviet Union, questions relating to the most important state affairs.

From Backwardness to Sweeping Progress

Before the October Socialist Revolution Turkmenia was a backward
border region of the Russian empire with an underdeveloped industry
composed mainly of small enterprises for processing agricultural produce.

All that the Turkmenizan cities had was a few cotton ginneries,
soap factories and cotton oil factories; the biggest enterprise
was the locomotive and car repair works at Kyzyl-Arvat.

No more than a thousand workers were employed in industry; doing
exhausting toil for a mere pittance, they lived in squalid barracks and
soot-stained tents.

Agriculture presented an equally wretched picture. Miserable strips of
land leased from the beys were cultivated by the peasants by means of
the wooden plough and hoe; they suffered from the chronic scarcity of
water which was in the hands of the feudal lords and the rich.

Little wonder that crops were always small, the average cotton yield
for example, being no more than § cwt. per acre. i

One of the most important and urgent tasks undertaken by the Soviet
Government was the abolition of the economic and cultural backwardness
of the young national Republics. .

In its directives for the First Five-Year Plan, the Fifteenth Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (1927), emphasised that the
Emn.mwoza lay special stress on doing away gradually with the eco-
nomic and cultural backwardness of all underdeveloped regions, includ-
ing the outlying national territories, taking due account both of the
needs of these regions and of the general requirements of the Soviet
Union.

This Leninist national policy has borne remarkable fruit. Turkmenia
has mnwoav:mroa in the space of a few decades what would have taken
centuries to accomplish under other social and political conditions.
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The Republic has built up its own oil refining, chemical, gas, light,
food and printing industries, industries for the production of building
materials and modern electric power plants.

Turkmenia today has 1,200 state industrial enterprises
equipped with modern machines. It is indicative that under
Soviet government gross industrial ouput in Turkmenia had
grown more than twenty-one times by the beginning of 1959,
and the production of electric power 240 to 250 times.

The Republic is one of the important producers of oil, sulphates,
sulphur and ozocerite in the Soviet Union, and a supplier of fish from
the Caspian fisheries.

Cotton ginning is being successfully advanced. Turkmenian cotton goes
to the textile mills of Moscow and Ivanovo, Latvia, Estonia, the Ukraine
and Armenia; it is exported to Czechoslovakia and Poland. In Turkmenia
itself production of cotton textiles has grown 2.5 times between 1940 and
1959.

There were hardly any skilled workers among the Turkmens in the
old times. Skilled specialists for various branches of production have
been trained in the Soviet period.

In place of thousands of small individual peasant households, which
cultivated small strips of exhausted land, Turkmenia now has big collec-
tive farms engaged in more than one branch of agriculture.

They are well equipped with modern machines and they make extensive
use of the achievements of agronomy. Altogether, there are 348 collective
farms and forty-one state farms.

The crop vyields have grown considerably, the cotton yield, for
example, being double that of before the Revolution.

The main jobs in the fields are done with machines. More
than 10,000 tractors and over 35,000 other farm machines are
used in the collective-farm fields.

All this has lightened the labour of the collective farmers and raised
its productivity.

This land, in which the oases spread fanwise to clasp the Karakum
Desert in a vast semi-circle, is a traditional home of stockbreeding,
which today is making greal progress.

It is enough to say that in the middle of 1959 the number of sheep
on the collective farms and state farms was three times greater and the
herds of cattle 2.6 times greater than in the pre-war year of 1940.

Turkmenia is one of the main suppliers of karakul® pelts.

Turkmenia is an economic administrative area subject to the jurisdic-
tion of one National Economic Council which is responsible for the
management of all the industries of the Republic, and it is therefore in a
position to ensure the most rational use of the local resources in the
interest of the national economic progress of Turkmenia and of the
Soviet Union as a whaole.

Turkmenia today is a country with a highly advanced economy which
is being developed in accordance with the provisions of the seven-year
plan.

State capital investments in the Republic during the seven-year period

—_—

* Karakul fur is commonly known in Britain as astrakhan.
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