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A Note on the Author

H.mX>ZUmW FILIPPOVICH DIORDITSA was born in 1911 in the
village of Gandraburi, Ananyev District of Odessa Region, in a
Moldavian peasant’s family.

Up to the age of eighteen he worked on a farm and studied. In 1930 he
began to work as a teacher., Later he was elected to a leading post in the
Young Communist League. In 1936 he entered the Academy of Finance
in Leningrad and graduated from it.

When E.o Great Patriotic War broke out A. F. Diorditsa volunteered
for the Soviet Army and was severely wounded during the defence of Odessa.

Up to 1955 he was Minister of Finances of the Moldavian S.S.R. Then he
was promoted to the post of Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the Republic. At the beginning of 1958 the Supreme Soviet of the
Moldavian S.5.R. appointed him Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the Republic.

>.. F. Diorditsa has been a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union since 1938, member of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Moldavia, deputy to the U.S.S.R. Supreme Soviet and
the Supreme Soviet of the Moldavian S.S.R. He has been decorated with
9@&0_32 of Lenin, the Order of the Red Banner of Labour and several
medals,

Moldavian Soviet Socialist' Republic

On the Dniester and the Pruth

wm you glance at the map of the Soviet Union you will see that Moldavia
lies in the south-west of the U.S.S.R., between the Dniester and Pruth
rivers, bordering on the Rumanian People’s Republic in the west and on the
Ukrainian S.S.R. in the north, east and south.

A small Republic, with a territory of 13,500 square miles, Moldavia is a
land of sunshine. We have a splendid climate: long summers, warm autumns
and mild winters.

“The sky is azure blue for many months,
Shortlived the furious reign of winter storms,”
wrote the Russian poet Pushkin, describing Moldavia.

Fertile black-soil steppe occupies the greater part of Moldavia. Linden,
oak and hornbeam forests have been preserved in the more elevated regions
of the northern and central parts of the Republic.

Moldavia’s mineral wealth consists mainly of building materials,
limestone, gypsum, sand, clay, There are also small deposits of
lignite; fuel gas, oil and phosphorites have been discovered.

Geological prospecting conducted in the last few years has shown that
Moldavia has mineral springs with curative properties. This, in combination
with the gentle climate and picturesque landscape, creates favourable con-
ditions for the development of health resorts, especially in the Kodry area,
in central Moldavia.

The Dniester, or Nistru, as it is called by the people, cuts across the whole
of Moldavia. To the Moldavian the Dniester means as much as the Volga
to the Russian, or the Dnieper to the Ukrainian. He sings of this river in
his doinas (ballads) and legends.

It is the most economically valuable river in the Republic. Its waters are
used for irrigation and for power production. The Karagash system on the
left bank supplies water for irrigating more than 12,000 acres of land.

Moldavia’s first hydro-electric station was built on the Dniester, al
Dubossary. Its construction has made it possible to regulate the flow of the
Dniester waters and to control the floods which in the past caused much
damage to the villages, orchards and fields along the bank.

According to the latest census (January 1959), the Moldavian S.S.R. has a
population of 2,880,000. Besides the Moldavians, who make up the bulk of
the population in the Republic, there are also Russians, Ukrainians, Jews
and Bulgarians.

The rural population predominates. About 2,240,000 live in the country-
side and about 640,000 in the cities.

Altogether the Republic has sixteen cities, the biggest being Kishineyv, the
capital (with a population of 214,400), Beltsy (66,500), Tiraspol (62,000) and
Bendery (43,000). There are also many small towns.
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Pages from History

The reader may be interested to know that the Moldavians are the only
people in the Soviet Union who speak a language related to the Romance
languages, such as French, Spanish and Portuguese,

This arises from the fact that the remote ancestors of the Moldavians
belonged to the peoples of ancient Dacia, a region in the lower Danube area
conguered at the beginning of the second century of our era by the Romans,
who imposed their language and their rule over the Dacians.

However, the Moldavian language also contains many words of Slavonic
origin because the Moldavians have long been the neighbours of Slav peoples
—Ukrainians and Poles. Furthermore, Slav tribes, which played an im-
portant part in the formation of the Moldavian nationality, lived for several
centuries in Moldavian territory.

Owing to her convenient geographical location between the Black Sea
and the Carpathian Mountains, Moldavia has for ages served as a “hi ghroad”
to many peoples and tribes. Many different peoples moved through this
country. In the space of 2,000 years Moldavia changed hands twelve times,
annexed now by one state, now by another.

For three centuries she was weighed down by the yvoke of the Turkish
sultans, until she became, at the beginning of the nineteenth century, part
of Russia under the name of Bessarabia.

I tsarist Russia, Moldavia had somewhat greater possibilities for develop-
ment; nevertheless, she remained one of the backward border regions.
There was practically no industry. The people lived in poverty. Ruined
peasants moved to other regions of Russia, or emigrated to foreign countries.

The Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917, which made
the working people of Russia masters of their own country and of
all its wealth, was received with jubilation by the Moldavians. Soviet
government was established in Moldavia in 1918,

Under the Heel of the Rumanian Monarchy

When the young Soviet Russia was attacked by numerous enemies, foreign
invaders took advantage of that. By means of fire and sword, they wrested
from a large section of the Moldavian people their revolutionary achieve-
ments and cut off the western and south-western parts of Moldavia.

For twenty-two years that part of Moldavia situated on the right bank of
the Dniester—that is, the greater part of the country—was kept under the
tyranny of the Rumanian monarchy.

Agriculture deteriorated, and the peasants, burdened by unendurable
taxes, became impoverished. Even the Rumanian capitalist newspapers had
to write about the poverty of the Moldavian peasantry.

“Pauperisation is advancing with long strides in the villages,” wrote one
of these papers, “and many villagers are wearing mere rags. . . .”

And this at a time when the free working people in moxwoﬁ Moldavia, on
the left bank of the Dniester, were building their own national state.

In 1924, the Moldavian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was con-
stituted within the Ukrainian S.S.R. Industry, agriculture and culture made
rapid progress.

Socialist Moldavia’s Rapid Progress

No more than a few semi-handicraft establishments with 650 workers
existed before the revolution in the territories on the left bank of the
Dniester. And vet, in 1939, Soviet Moldavia already had in operation many
big industrial enterprises.

Extensive assistance was rendered to Soviet Moldavia by the fraternal
peoples of the Soviet Union and, primarily, by the Russian and Ukrainian
peoples, who provided industrial equipment, as well as technicians, engineers
and other specialists.

A modern industry was built up in Soviet Moldavia between 1926 and 1939;
and many enterprises were set up for processing agricultural raw materials,
such as canneries, wineries, sugar refineries and flour mills. The number
of workers grew to 13,000,

In Soviet Moldavia, just as throughout the Soviet Union, the peasants
were gradually taking to collective labour, pooling their resources together
and forming collective farms.

Collectivisation of farming changed the economy, culture and
life of the Moldavian peasantry. Tractors and combine harvesters
sent from the R.S.F.S.R., the Ukraine and other Republics of the
Soviet Union appeared in the fields of Moldavia. The area under
orchards and vineyards was increased several times over, and the
life of the peasants was becoming constantly better, and more pros-
perous.

Universal elementary education became effective in Soviet Moldavia by
1939; the transition to universal seven-year schooling in the villages, and
to ten-year schooling in the cities, was going ahead. This was very important
in view of the fact that the mass of the population was illiterate in pre-
revolutionary Moldavia. Higher schools and special secondary schools were
opened and a number of cultural and educational institutions developed.
In this way the Republic was soon able to rear its own intelligentsia.

The people of Soviet Moldavia indicated to their oppressed brothers on
the right bank the road to freedom and happiness. The latter refused to
resign themselves to their enslaved status and carried on an incessant
struggle.

The right-bank territory of Moldavia was restored to the Soviet Union
on June 28th, 1940, and the entire population of Moldavia was reunited
with the friendly family of Soviet peoples.

That was the beginning of a new life in the liberated country. The peasants
were given land by the Soviet State. Industry, the banks, transport and
comununications were nationalised and became state property, the property
of the people.

By the will of the working people of Moldavia, the Moldavian
Soviet Socialist Republic, an independent state of the reunited
Moldavian people, was formed on August 2nd, 1940.

Soon, however, on June 22nd, 1941, the peaceful life of Moldavia was
disturbed when the Hitlerite aggressors attacked the Soviet Union.

Moldavia was occupied. The enemy robbed the people and committed
atrocities. Cities were reduced to ruins. Tens of thousands of Moldavian
citizens were sent by the invaders into fascist slavery.
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epublic has built up from scratch her own engineering,
1 equipment, metal-working and chemicals industries, and
stry is also supplying leather and shoes, furs, garments and

is producing electrical equipment for various uses, machinery
ander pressure, machine tools, wine presses and many other
1strial equipment and consumer goods which were not made in
fore. Products made of synthetic materials and plastics are
icreasingly prominent among general consumer goods. Our
ply synthetic leather, karakul, chamois, rayon knitted goods
tractive and low-priced goods.

:ion of the national economy, the basis of technical progress and
ical equipment of labour, is being rapidly pushed ahead. Pro-
slectric power in Moldavia (within her present borders) was
.w.h. in 1940; today it is nearly 500 million k.w.h.

s industry is also producing internal combustion engines,
forest planting and stone-cutting machines, centrifugal pumps,
ind various farm implements. Building materials are produced
:ale,

the production of food is still the leading industry. That is
ble. Thanks to her natural and climatic conditions, Moldavia
:d the production of fruit and grapes on a large scale, and her
upplies great amounts of produce for processing.

avia is one of the leading producers of tinned food, sugar,

ce, tobacco, vegetable and essential oils in the U.S.S.R. She

. first place in the U.S.S.R. in the production of wines, and

the production of tinned food.

it of grape wine has grown twelve times over and of sugar—
over between 1940 and 1958.

is now supplying an equivalent of 400 million standard tins of
odstuffs (mainly fruit and vegetables) a year. In order to give a
»f the scale of this production, let me recall that the whole of
ia’s canning industry produced in 1913 only an equivalent of
andard tins.

fying to see the growing popularity of the products made in

arked “Made in Moldavia” are becoming known outside the
well. Moldavian grinding and polishing lathes are exported to
igolia, the U.A.R. and Yemen; her bearings mills are sent to
2, vegetable oil, butter and essential oils are delivered to Poland,
kia and the German Democratic Republic. Moldavia’s wines
sod products have been awarded certificates of merit at inter-
ibitions.

the capital, is one of the most important industrial centres of
c. The city has an electrical engineering plant, an automobile
, a plant for the production of architectural ceramics, a shoe
textile mill, a meat packing plant, tobacco factory, a factory
luction of essential oils, and other enterprises.

is well-known for its food industry. The “May First” and
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