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A Note on the Author

E>ZWU ISKENDEROV was born in the small village of Eivazlar,
in 1915. The Soviet system gave him, the son of a poor peasant, wide
opportunities. At the age of fourteen, after finishing elementary school,
he enrolled at Azerbaijan Teachers’ Secondary School.

On receiving his teacher’s certificate he left for the distant village of
Khanlyg where he worked for some time as a secondary-school teacher.

On returning to Baku, Mamed Iskenderov enrolled at the Azerbaijan
Industrial Institute, receiving the diploma of a geological engineer.

During the Second World War he was with the engineering corps of
the Soviet Army and participated in the defence of the Caucasus against
the Nazi invaders.

After being demobilised from the army he worked in the oil industry.
Mamed Iskenderov successfully combined his work with his studies,
presenting first his master's thesis and then his doctor’s thesis in geology
and mineralogy.

From 1949 Mamed Iskenderov held a number of important posts in
the oil industry. In 1953 he became Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan. In 1959 he became Chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan S.S.R.

Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic

A Land Ancient Yet New

>waw>:>2 Hmmm_.:m:oocns.%u.u._,nmnwnwcnw&wSﬁuwnmwamoH,
34,600 square miles and a population of 3,700,000.

Most of its territory is mountainous: the Greater Caucasus in the
north, the Lesser Caucasus in the west, and the Talysh Mountains in
the south.

In between these three ranges lies the Kura-Aras lowland, the republic’s
main agricultural region, which is bordered by the Caspian on the east.

Baku, capital of Azerbaijan and one of the Soviet Union’s largest
industrial and cultural centres, stands on the Apsheron Peninsula, on the
Caspian coast.

Our republic is a land of mountains with a splendid climate and
curative springs, with plains that blossom the year round, as if it were
eternal springtime there. It is an ancient and at the same time young land
of countless natural riches,

Azerbaijan has the world’s largest reserves of oil as well as deposits
of iron ore, copper, pyrite and barite. It also has rock salt, arsenic,
molybdenum, iodine, bromine and various chemical raw materials, build-
ing materials and mineral fertilisers.

The agricultural produce is varied, ranging from cotton and wheat to
barley, tobacco and tea. There are large orchards and vineyards, Animal
husbandry is highly developed.

Azerbaijan is a country with an ancient culture and a long history,
but it came into full flower only after 1920, when it established the Soviet
system.

The centuries-old struggle of the Azerbaijan people for freedom and
independence, for the right to decide their own destiny, was crowned
in April 1920 with the proclamation of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist
Republic. Having taken power into their own hands, the working people
became the real sovereigns of their country for the first time.

The Communist Party has played a great role in the historic gains of
the working people of Azerbaijan. Communists headed the people's
struggle for economic and social emancipation, and took up arms to
defend the Soviet system against its numerous foreign enemies. They
have always marched in the vanguard of the builders of the new life.

That is why the Communist Party of Azerbaijan enjoys the love and
gratitude of the workers, peasants and intellectuals. The Communist Party
has opened up to the Azerbaijan people—as to all the other nations of
the Soviet Union—a clear and straight road to prosperity and culture.

The QOctober Revolution of 1917 put an end for ever to the
oppression of national minorities by tsarism. It gave the
Azerbaijan people freedom and independence. The Communist
Party’s solution of the national problem is a veluntary alliance
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of nations that excludes any form of violence by ome nation
against another and is founded on complete trust, fraternal unity
and accord.

An important event in the life of all the nations of the Soviet land,
including the Azerbaijanians, was the formation of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics in 1922.

The Soviet Republics formed this union because they felt the need
to pool their economic and financial resources and put them to the most
rational use in order to restore the economy, which had been wrecked
by the Civil War and the foreign intervention, and then to go on to build
a socialist society.

Furthermore, in view of the natural division of labour which had
taken shape through the centuries among the various regions of Russia,
as well as the close economic ties between them, the Soviet Republics
could not have made good progress if they lived separately.

Multi-National State

The Soviet Union is a new type of multi-national state. It is founded
not on the subordination and oppression of some nations by others but
on equality and fraternal co-operation.

Mutual assistance, and above all the aid given by the Russian people,
enabled backward Azerbaijan quickly to build up and expand her indus-
tries and rich agriculture, and train a large number of engineers,
doctors and other specialists, In a word, to become a republic which is
now thriving in all spheres.

Machine-tools made in Moscow and Leningrad, Riga and Sverdlovsk
are to be seen at Azerbaijan factories and mills. Farm machines from
Rostov and Chelyabinsk, Minsk and Stalingrad are working on the fields
of our republic. Passenger cars, lorries and buses made in Gorky, Lvov
and Moscow drive along the streets of our towns and villages.

The close economic ties between the Soviet republics promote their
rapid progress.

The Soviet Union has a unified system of finances. Each constituent
republic, however, has its own state budget.

Every vear the highest organ of power in the Soviet Union, the Supreme
Soviet, considers and approves the State Budget of the U.S.S.R., which
determines the sources of revenue and the expenditure for financing the
national economy and for social, cultural and other undertakings.

Incidentally, the lion’s share of the budget revenue is made up of the
profits of state establishments. Taxes on the population account for only
7.8 per cent of the revenue, and in a few years from now they will be
done away with altogether.

The Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. also determines the budgets of
the Union Republics.

To ensure that the interests of each republic are taken into
consideration the Supreme Soviet consists of two equal
chambers, the Soviet of the Union and the Soviet of Nation-
alities. Each Union Republic is represented in the Soviet of
Nationalities by an equal number of deputies; each Autonomous
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Republic, Autonomous Region and National Area also has
equal representation.

After thorough examination in the Soviet of the Union and the Soviet
of Nationalities the State Budget of the U.S.S.R. is submitted for the
approval of a joint sitting of the two chambers.

The revenue side of the budgets of the Union Republics is made up
of receipts from the enterprises under their jurisdiction and also a
percentage of the U.S.S.R. revenue and taxes. )

The budgets of the Union Republics are growing from year to year
The 1959 budget of Azerbaijan, for instance, is 5,286,850,000 roubles,
or nearly 225 million roubles more than in 1958.

With the fraternal assistance of the other Soviet nations the Azerbaijan
people have made striking economic and cultural progress.

Our Main Wealth

Azerbaijan used to be known only for its oil industry. Now we have
built up many other heavy industries and developed them to a high
level: power production, engineering, iron and steel, non-ferrous metals,
ore mining, chemicals.

We have also made big progress in expanding the light industries,
particularly textiles. In Soviet times our industrial output (not counting
oil extraction) has increased nearly forty times. The output of oil has
grown nearly seven times.

Azerbaijan’s economy is developing at a faster rate than that of the
central regions of the U.S.S.R. (from 1913 to 1958 gross industrial output
in the Soviet Union as a whole went up thirty-six times). This is a
result of the Soviet Government’s policy of promoting the most rapid
economic and cultural advancement in the former tsarist border regions.

Azerbaijan now produces iron ore, steel, rolled stock, aluminium,
synthetic rubber, machinery for the oil industry, ball bearings, electrical
goods, mobile power generators, steel pipes, building materials, television
sets and many other consumer goods and foodstuffs.

Up until 1920 Azerbaijan had to depend on outside sources
for mearly everything it needed, from matches to the simplest
machines. Today it exports more than 120 industrial items and
equipment to countries in Europe, Asia and Africa.

Azerbaijan now produces, per head of the population, more
electric power than Italy and France, more steel than Japan
and Italy, more cement than Japan and has a bigger fish catch
than France.

Still, the oil industry is the main branch of our economy. Efficient
technology and organisation of production ensuring a steady rise in
labour productivity are the features of the Azerbaijan oil industry today.

“0il Academy”
Before 1920, oil was extracted only on the Apsheron peninsula. Now
the derricks stretch out along the bank of the Kura, the foothills of the
mountains, and also far out into the Caspian Sea.

Baku, our capital, is often called an “oil academy”. And with good
reason. Many engineers who are now working in new oil districts of
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tricts where irrigation farming is carried out the length
is about 28,000 miles; and the drainage network is some
mng.

on irrigation and drainage pay for themselves very quickly.
zotton per acre is now nearly six times as high as in 1920.
vields of tobacco, grapes and other fruit, and cocoons
n, as has the output of livestock products.

zments attained in Axzerbaijan’s agriculture are the result
it the measures of the Communist Party aimed at a rapid
of this branch of the economy.

de: an increase in state purchasing prices for agricultural
complete abolition of state deliveries from the personal
collective farmers, much greater provision of machinery
ve farms, and the reinforcement of agriculture with leading
1d technical personnel.

Our Towns

y-nine years of the Soviet system* the towns of Azerbaijan
. beyond recognition. A number of new industrial centres
ovely Baku has spread out along the shore of its broad
has a population of 968,000.

of antiquity is wafted to you from the graceful structures
5 Palace, the Maiden Tower, and the Sukharan temple of
s, a reminder that gas fountains flamed here in ancient

. in a while vou come across reminders of past centuries
/m, the Citadel, with its maze of narrow lanes. But antiquity
ain feature of Baku, a city which has acquired a second

iew flats rise in tiers from the shore all the way up to the
city expanded to this section not so long ago, but looking
you find it hard to believe that this place was once stony

e buildings of the Polytechnical Institute, the huge structures
my of Sciences, the hotels, and most of all, the blocks of
with all modern conveniences have given the city an entirely
1ce.

plateau the only section to be built up. New blocks of flats
1 in many other parts of Baku.

ith has also come to other towns of Azerbaijan. Kirovabad
greatly; Nukha, famed for its silk, is a flourishing garden-
:haur, a big hydro-electric centre, has been built up anew.
industrial giant of Sumgait, a town of hospitable squares,
youlevards, is expanding and improving day by day. Founded
ago on a deserted spot along the coast, it now has broad
on both sides with four- and five-storey houses, stretching
oory grounds to the shore.

erbaijan. The Soviet system has existed in most of present-day
orty-two years—Ed.
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