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A Note on the Author

>ZHOZ KOCHINYAN was born into a poor peasant’s family in the
village of Shagali, in the Kirovokan district of Armenia, in 1913. He
graduated from an agricultural college in 1935 and later worked on a
newspaper in an editorial capacity, and in youth and Party organisations.

Since 1940 he has been a member of the Communist Party of Armenia,
and from 1946 to 1952 was Secretary of its Central Committee,

He has been deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the Armenian S.S.R. for
twelve years and deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. since 1954,

In 1952 Anton Kcechinyan became Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of Armenia.
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Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic

LANCING at the map of the U.S.S.R. yvou will find on the
plateau in its south-west extremity Soviet Armenia, ancient Hayastan
with a history stretching back more than 2,500 years.*

Covering a most complex historic course, the people of Armenia at last
found their full happiness in the fraternal family of Soviet peoples. On
November 29th, 1920, the working people of Armenia, led by the Com-
munists, raised the banner of insurrection and established in their ancient
land the Government of Soviets, the power of the workers and peasants.

A sovereign Soviet Socialist Republic, the Armenian S.S.R. is an equal
member of the free-born family of fifteen constituent republics of the
U.S.S.R.

It borders on the Georgian S.S.R. in the north, on the Azerbaijan S.S.R.
in the east, on Iran in the south and on Turkey in the west. With a territory
of nearly 12,000 square miles, the Armenian S.S.R. has a population of
1,768,000 (1959 census).

Armenia is a land of fertile river valleys and lakes. The Armenian upland
is composed of mountain ridges and plateaus of volcanic origin. Ninety
per cent of the territory lies at a height of more than 3,000 feet above sea level.

It is at this level that the capital of the republic, Yerevan, is situated,
and so is the most fertile part of the country, the Ararat Valley, a wonderful
region of vineyards and orchards.

Pre-revolutionary Armenia was a backward agrarian region with an under-
developed economy. Alaverdi and Kafan were the industrial centres in
those days, but they only had the rudiments of a copper mining industry
held in concession by foreign capitalists.

Yerevan had only a few wine and cognac distilleries, and small leather
and metal-working shops. Leninakan, an important industrial centre and
railway junction today, had only very small enterprises in those days.
Agriculture was in a state of decay.

Armenia’s national economy was completely ruined during the First
World War when it was under the rule of the foreign imperialists (1917-20)
and their servitors, the Dashnaks (Armenian bourgeois nationalists).

The Armenian people, suffering hunger and epidemics, oppressed by
Dashnak and Turkish despotism, were on the verge of complete extinction.
The population of Armenia was dwindling constantly, and at the time of
the victory of Soviet government in the republic it was down to about
780,000.

*The Armenian tableland was inhabited by one of the most ancient peoples of the Saviet Union,
Urartu, a state which had taken shape there at the beginning of the first millennium B.cC., existed
until the sixth century B.c. The fall of Urartu, which is known as the Van Kingdom, was followed
by the rise of Hayastan. In those days the territory of Armenia was inhabited by the Khayas and
Armen tribes. Some of the inhabitants of the Armenian tableland called themselves Hayas (from
Hai) and their country—Hayastan. Neighbouring peoples, the Persians and Greeks included, called
them Armens and their country—Armenia.
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Fifty-five Times Over

The Soviet period witnessed unprecedented economic and cultural pro-
gress in Armenia, and sweeping improvements in the life of her people.
In 1958 the volume of industrial output in Soviet Armenia was
fifty-five times greater than in 1913, The increase in gross production
in 1958 alone was five times greater than the total gross output in
1913.

For example, in 1958 Armenia’s industry produced 30 per cent more
metal-cutting lathes than the whole of tsarist Russia’s industry did in 1913,

In one day Armenia’s electric power plants are generating 40 per cent
more electricity than in the whole of 1913, The power plants of the Sevan
Cascade alone supply hundreds of millions of kwh. a year. In per capita
production of electric power Armenia occupies one of the leading places
in the Soviet Union and is far ahead of many advanced capitalist countries.

Production of non-ferrous metals, chemicals, machinery and building
materials now takes place on a large scale.

Armenia’s industry today supplies rubber, mineral fertilisers, plastics,
tyres, copper, molybdenum, zinc and lead concentrates, aluminium, metal-
cutting lathes, compressors, hydroturbines, cable, electric precision instru-
ments, watches, cement, fireclay, asbestos roofing and many other products.

In post-war years the republic has built 200 new industrial enterprises,
including big ones, such as the Lenin electrical machinery plant, the
Kadzharan copper and molybdenum works, plants for the preduction of
cable, electric bulbs and other items which are supplied to many economic
areas of the Soviet Union and exported to foreign countries.

The Lenin electrical machinery plant is one of the biggest of its
kind not only in the republic but also in the Soviet Union as a whole.

Its products include synchronous generators, power transformers, portable
power plants, complete sets of equipment for electric sub-stations, and so on.

Another leading enterprise is the Kirov chemical factory of Yerevan,
one of the biggest in the Soviet Union. Its produce is well known at home and
abroad.

While building up her heavy industry, Armenia has also been developing
her light and food industries. Her industries for the production of cotton
and woollen fabrics, knitwear, tinned food and other consumer goods have
been built up practically from scratch.

Output of light industry in 1958 was forty-three times greater than
in 1913, and of the food industry, twenty times greater.

Products of the Armenian Economic Council occupy an important place
in Soviet exports.

The republic’s industries are now in a position to produce for export
more than a hundred items. These exports go to the United Arab Republic,
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Burma, Cambodia and to
many other countries.

Rapid economic progress and the successful fulfilment of the Five-Year
Plans of socialist construction have been accompanied by growing employ-
ment. Unemployment vanished completely by the beginning of the First
Five-Year Plan (1928), when Armenia had 42,500 people engaged in her
national economy. By 1938 the number of employed workers was nearly
up to 400,000.

o

Rapid economic progress has led to a rapid improvement in the life
of the people. Real wages and salaries, as well as collective farmers’
incomes (in cash and kind) doubled in 1958 compared with the pre-war
year of 1940.

Happiness Comes to the Armenian Peasants

Collective farming has banished poverty and backwardness from the
Armenian villages; it has brought prosperity and happiness to the peasants.

Mechanisation, electrification and the extensive construction of irrigation
canals by the collective farms, with the assistance of the socialist state, play
an important part in the transformation of agriculture.

In his letter to the Communists of the Caucasus in 1921, Lenin out-
lined to the Armenian people grand tasks, emphasising the need of “trying
to improve at once the position of the peasants and to launch extensive
undertakings for electrification and irrigation. Irrigation is most of all
necessary, and will most of all revive the region, regenerate it, will bury
the past and make the transition to socialism more certain”.

The historic plans mapped out by Lenin have been carried into practice
in Armenia ever since the establishment of Soviet power.

Electricity is now available not only in all the cities and industrial
towns of the republic but also on the overwhelming majority of
collective farms. Scores of big irrigation canals have been built in
the republic, and the irrigated territory has grown to 540,000 acres,
more than double its former size.

Especially noteworthy is the headway made by the collective and state
farms in the last seven years as a result of the implementation of the ex-
tensive programme outlined by the Communist Party for bringing about a
sharp improvement in all branches of agriculture.

Growing prosperity is the most striking feature of Armenian peasant life
today.

Here is a concrete example. The Stalin collective farm of Shaumyan Dis-
trict (its chairman, A. Mezhlumyan is a Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R.) had an income of 6,556,000 roubles in 1958, field crops
contributing 5,029,000 roubles (including 4,387,000 roubles received from
the vineyards) and animal husbandry 1,340,000 roubles.

Production per 100 acres of farmland was: milk 6,518 gallons, meat 4.84
tons and wool 664 1b.

Bumper crops on the collective farm mean higher incomes for the col-
lective farmers. Avetisyan Ashkhen, one of the milkers, raised the average
milk yields per cow to 1,230 gallons and earned as much as 23,811 roubles.
Arutyunyan Rafik, who tends the livestock, earned 21,375 roubles.

The collective farmers are given twenty-six days’ annual holiday with full
pay. Sickness benefit is assessed on the basis of average annual earnings.
Aged collective farmers and invalids are paid monthly pensions averaging
from 250 to 500 roubles a month. Women are granted paid maternity leaves.

The same picture of progress and prosperity may be seen on practically
all the collective farms of the Ararat Valley.

Good results have also been achieved at the highland collective farms.
Take, for example, the Stepanavan District (named in honour of the famous
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and facilities. Important work is being done by eight research institutes and
laboratories maintained by the Ministry of Health.

Prophylactic measures are taken regularly. Noteworthy results have been
achieved in the struggle against malaria. Constant attention is paid to the
health of mothers and children, for whom there is a wide network of special
health services, kindergartens and nurseries. There are eleven sanatoria for
children, as well as a number of rest homes for mothers and children in the
republic.

The birth rate in the republic is among the highest in the country, annual
births exceeding 30 per 1,000 inhabitants.

Progress of Socialist Culture

The progress of culture, science and technology, of education, art and
literature, is as striking in Armenia as in all the other republics of the U.S.S.R.
And there is an extensive network of cinemas, libraries, palaces of culture,
clubs, theatres, museums, TV and radio centres.

Pre-revolutionary Armenia was noted for its widespread illiteracy. But
all this has now changed. With more than 1,200 general education schools,
the republic had a school attendance in 1959 of 280,000, an increase of
750 per cent compared with 1914,

Especially striking is the progress of college education. More than 30,000
college-trained specialists have been graduated in Armenia in Soviet times.

The college attendance is rising from year to year owing to the growing
requirements of the national economy for specialists.

There was not a single college in the territory of Armenia before
the victory of Soviet government, whereas today the Armenian S.S.R.
has eleven higher educational establishments and thirty-seven speci-
alised secondary schools with an attendance exceeding 29,000.

The republic now has three times as many college students per 10,000
inhabitants as France, eight times as many as Turkey and thirty times as
many as Iran,

Armenia has her own Academy of Sciences, sixty-nine research institutions
with more than 3,000 scientific workers, among them more than 150 with
D.Sc. degrees and more than 1,350 with M.Sc. degrees.

Many Armenian scientists are known throughout the U.S.S.R. and
in foreign countries, such as President of the Academy of Sciences of the
Armenian S.S.R., V. A. Ambartsumyan, who was elected to membership of
the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. and of the Academies of France,
the U.S.A., the G.D.R. and Belgium, and to honorary membership in many
astronomical societies.

Sergei Mergelyan, a young Armenian scientist, has won world renown by
his works in mathematics. At the age of twenty he received a D.Sc. degree in
mathematics. Under his guidance, new computing machines of the “Aragats’
and “Yerevan” type have been built at the research institute of Yerevan.

Important contributions to the progress of science and technology have
been made by the geologist I. Magakyan, the agricultural specialist G.
Davtyan who is Rector of the State University of Yerevan, by the chemist
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