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and national salvation, which mounted extensive operations
against the Japanese occupation forces in the end of 1944 and
the early months of 1945. A Provisional People’s Committee,
the nominal government of the rapidly expanding liberated
areas, was formed on June 4, 1945, with control over six
of the country’s provinces with a population of more than
one million.!

In Burma, the prominent liberation fighter, Aung San,
became chairman of the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom
League in August 1944. On March 27, 1945, the League
headed a popular armed uprising —a decisive factor that aided
the British troops, jointly with the insurgents, to clear the
country of the Japanese. In the Philippines the guerrilla
liberation army, Hukbalahap, fought with eminent success,
easing the US landing and defeat of the Japanese occupation
forces. Major-General Decker, US 6th Army Chief-of-Staff,
heaped praise on the Hukbalahap for being “one of the best
fighting units’ he had ever known.2 Extensive guerrilla
fighting erupted in Malaya in 1944, led by the Anti-Japanese
Union, which formed an Anti-Japanese Army of Malaya.
The three nationalities —Malayans, Chinese and Indians—
fought shoulder to shoulder in its ranks. The three stars
on the flag of that army of peasants, workers and men of the
national bourgeoisie, symbolised the wartime unity of these
nationalities.

People in Indonesia and Korea also rose up against the
occupation forces.

The Chinese people fought on heroically against the
imperialist invader. The Eighth and New Fourth armies, and
the partisans, were highly active. Regular troops operated
in the first half of 1945 chiefly in the Shansi-Chahar-Hopei
area, but the main form of combat was guerrilla warfare,
which spread to most parts of the country.

In 1944 and 1945 the Kuomintang armies were still
suffering heavy losses, conceding to the enemy much territory
and many important strategic points. A large-scale Japanese
offensive in the summer of 1944 in Hunan and along the
Canton-Hankow railway rolled across all Hunan Province
and extended Japan’s control over Central China.

1 Le Viet-Nam en lutte contre le fascisme, Paris, 1948, pp. 8, v
2 George Phillips, What Price Philippine Independence?, New York, 1946,

p. 17.
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From Peking to Canton the Japanese were in control, with
the seaboard and its at least 100,000,000 population totally
in their hands. The Kuomintang Government was denied
a considerable portion of the nation’s food sources, raw
materials, the manufacturing industry, railways and motor-
roads, and inland waterways. By the summer of 1945, out
of the country’s 11,000 kilometres of railway track (figure for
1937) the Kuomintang was in control of but 1,100.1 Casualties
climbed to over 1,100,000 dead, wounded and captured
with the heavy loss in lives traceable to mass desertions of the
demoralised Kuomintang troops in face of the Japanese.
Many Kuomintang generals went over to serve the invaders.

Yet, despite the sweeping Japanese advances, Kuomintang
China was deterred from surrendering by the Red Army
victories in Europe, which had pushed the fascist bloc to the
brink. Besides, the US and British governments objected
strongly to Chiang Kai-shek’s toying with the idea of surren-
der. The US imperialists made the most of the Kuomintang’s
difficulties: American monopolies became highly active in
China in 1944. US Vice-President Henry Wallace, who
visited China that year, and a special mission headed by
Donald Nelson, Chairman of the War Production Board,
which came in the autumn, studied “opportunities” for US
capital.

Washington asked the Kuomintang regime to grant US
monopolies the key heights in the economy. A series of
agreements was drafted in 1944, and soon signed, granting
US interests extensive room for colonial-style exploitation.

The turning of the scales in the Second World War,
effected by the Red Army, was, however, utilised by the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. While Chiang Kai-shek’s
troops conceded the country’s most important regions to the
enemy, suffering ignoble defeats and heavy losses, the People’s
Army made significant advances, although Japan’s main
forces in China were massed against it. Much territory was
cleared in the course of 1944. At the beginning of the follow-
ing year there were 19 liberated areas, stretching from Inner
Mongolia in the north to Hainan in the south, with a popula-
tion of some 95,500,000. Against them operated 56 per cent
of the enemy troops and g5 per cent of the Nanking puppet

1 I.V.O.V.S.S., Vol. 5, p. 508.
2 Thid. s 5 P5
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government’s armies, totalling over 800,000, of which a large
portion consisted of former Kuomintang troops who had gone
over to the enemy with their generals.!

Nothing but Soviet aid could save China from colonial
enslavement —if not by Japan, then by some other imperialist
power.

4. The Victorious End

. The Soviet entry into the war against Japan was prompted
by a vital and objective necessity. A swift, powerful and
active operation in the Far East could cut the knot, crush
the Japanese invader and eliminate the seat of war and
aggression in the East, deliver the Asian peoples from the
Japanese imperialist yoke and help them attain political
independence and freedom, secure the sovereign interests
of the USSR in the Far East, prevent any dragging out of
the Second World War and bring closer the day of peace.

With the US imperialists trying their hand at atomic black-
mail, it was of the utmost importance to show the world
there was a force uncowed by the intimidation. Besides, the
action was in complete accord with the responsibility of the
USSR as an ally meeting commitments.

The Japanese Command received advance information
of the imminent Soviet campaign due to the loquaciousness
of US and British military and political leaders. But it did
not think the term of two or three months (from the day of
Germany’s surrender) sufficient for the Soviet Union to move
troops and arms and deploy for combat in the East. At best,
it held, this would take 10 to 12 months, and planned to
strike first.

But under Communist Party guidance, the Soviet people
accomplished what all foreign military experts —not just the
Japanese —thought impossible. In a matter of three months
(May-July) the railwaymen of the world’s longest, Trans-
Siberian track shuttled 136,000 troop and freight cars? to the
Far East and Transbaikal. (The need to carry certain freights
was obviated by the Party’s concentrated effort in building
up the Soviet Far East economy.) The railwaymen and sol-
diers displayed unexampled endurance. Despite the heat,

1 LV.0.V.S.S., Vol s, p. 510.
2 Jbid., p. 551.
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desert sand and water shortage, infantry units marched
40 kilometres daily, and tanks and motorised troops as
much as 150.!

Hostilities were to be unfolded mainly in Northwest
China (Manchuria) where the main Kwantung Army forces
were deployed. The Japanese militarists had been preparing
methodically in Manchuria for aggression against the Soviet
Union since 1931, had strongly fortified zones in the most
important sectors, especially along the border with the Soviet
Maritime Territory. The terrain, too, was favourable for
defence, with powerful mountain ranges, partly covered by
dense forests, many large and lesser rivers, and large stretches
of swampland. The battlefront would be over 5,000 km long
and more than 8oo km in depth.?

Considering the strength of the Kwangtung Army and
characteristics of the war theatre, British and American
military observers held the Soviet Union could not count
on a rapid success. Hanson Baldwin, the New York Times
observer, wrote that any swift advance was out of the question
in face of the overwhelming odds.3 The British Daily Tele-
graph commentator, Lt.-Gen. Henry Martin, maintained
there was little hope of serious progress in less than 6 months.+
These and other articles to the same effect, obviously written
in advance, appeared on the first day of the operation,
reflecting the secret hopes of the US and British ruling element,
as well as the opinion of their writers.

On August 8, 1945, the Soviet Government addressed a
statement to Japan, saying that “after the crushing defeat
and surrender of Hitler Germany, Japan is the only great
power still desiring to continue the war”. The USSR, there-
fore, the statement said, was bent on “bringing closer the
day of peace, delivering the peoples from further sacrifice
and suffering, and enabling the people of Japan to escape
the danger and destruction suffered by Germany after she
had rejected unconditional surrender”.s Acting on these
considerations, and thereby fulfilling its duty as ally, the
Soviet Union declared war on Japan as of August g.

1 L.V.O.V.S.S., Vol. 5, p. 55I.

2 Jbid., p. 549-

3 The New York Times, August 10, 1945.

4 The Daily Telegraph and Moming Post, August 10, 1945.

s Soviet Foreign Policy During the Great Patriotic War, Russ. ed., Vol. 3,

pp. 362-63.
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The lofty Soviet war aims were reflected in the strategic
plan, based on the conviction that a rapid and crushing
stroke against the Kwantung Army would compel the Japa-
nese Government to accept the unconditional surrender, saving.
the Japanese islands from direct involvement in the hostili-
ties. The Soviet action was aimed exclusively against Japan’s
armed forces, unlike that of the British and, especially,
American commands. No intention existed of making war on
civilians.

Three fronts were formed under Marshal A. M. Vasi-
levsky —the Transbaikal and the 1st and 2nd Far Eastern —to
destroy the Kwantung Army. A prominent part was assigned
to the Soviet Pacific Fleet.

The main blow, by the Transbaikal Front, was delivered
from the Mongolian People’s Republic in a straight’line at
Changchun and Mukden across desert terrain and the Great
Khingan Mountains. In the meantime, the two Far Eastern
Fronts thrust forward from north and southeast towards
Harbin, which was also to be sidewiped by the left flank of
the Transbaikal Front. The lacerating drives from three
directions converged towards the heart of Northeast China.
This was a mammoth strategic operation, also involving
the Amur Naval Flotilla.

Apart from co-operating with the ground forces, the navy
was ordered to capture Japanese ports and naval bases in
North Korea, South Sakhalin and the Kuriles.

The Soviet Armed Forces were amply primed for their
assignment. Their superiority in numbers was 1.3 : 1, tanks
4.8 : 1 and planes 1.9 : 1.1 The Soviet force consisted of 8o
divisions, 4 tank and motorised corps and 64 brigades.? But
superior ordnance was not enough to overcome enemy forti-
fications in the perplexingly difficult terrain. Superior morale
was also essential. The Soviet soldiers had been properly pre-
pared for their mission of liberation. Once more, just as in
the war against Hitler Germany, they displayed fervent
patriotism, a deep sense of their internationalist duty and a
high degree of morale. Hence their tenacity and willingness
to contend with all but insuperable difficulties, their wholesale
heroism. The superior quality of the Soviet system over the
capitalist was the decisive factor.

1 LV.0.V.S.S., Vol. 5, p. 551. .
2 Jbid.
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The soldiers were inspired by the justice of their cause
and mission. The internationalist duty of the Soviet Union
and its national interests required that the Far Eastern
aggressor should be crushed and hundreds of millions of
people delivered from Japanese oppression.

The armed forces of the Mongolian People’s Republic,
which declared war on Japan on August 10, fought shoulder
to shoulder with the Soviet troops. The people’s armies and
partisans of other Asian countries —China, Korea, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Malaya, etc.—also assumed the offensive, and
the population of Manchuria, too, extended aid and comfort
to the Soviet Army.

The offensive began in the early hours of August 9, 1945
despite heavy rains which made the roads all but impassable,
especially in the Great Khingan area. The Japanese resisted
desperately. But the courage and stamina of the Soviet troops,
their high morale, guaranteed success. Many soldiers—
I. Batorov, A. Firsov, G. Popov and V. Kolesnik, to mention
a few —displayed courage beyond compare. Pilot M. Yankov,
whose plane was hit, steered his flaming aircraft into military
installations in the North Korean port of Rashin, causing
an explosion that demolished the installations. Examples of
this kind were many.

In the first six days the Soviet troops made major strategic
advances. The Transbaikal Front crossed the Great Khingan
Mountains and drove forward 250-400 km, thrusting deep
into the enemy’s rear and moving towards the large industrial
centres of Kalgan, Jehol, Mukden, Changchun and Tsitsihar.
The 1st Far Eastern Front suppressed enemy resistance in
the east of Manchuria, progressed 170 km and cut off the
Kwantung Army from Korea. The 2nd Far Eastern Front,
meanwhile, breached Japanese long-term defences and
crossed the Amur and Ussuri rivers with the co-operation
of the Amur Flotilla, advancing 120 km and nearing Harbin
and Tsitsihar. Part of its troops were diverted for an operation
liberating South Sakhalin.

On August 14 the Japanese Government became conscious
of the disastrous plight of the Kwantung Army. The Supreme
War Council, the government and the Emperor decided to
proclaim surrender, while continuing armed resistance. And
since no real capitulation ensued, the Red Army carried
on with the offensive.

The US Government, meanwhile, chose to betray its
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duty as ally, proclaiming August 14 as Victory Day. Address-
ing a press-conference, President Harry Truman declared he
was satisfied with the Japanese Government’s decision and
that cease-fire orders were being issued to the Allied Armed
Forces.!

On the following day, General Douglas MacArthur,
nominally Allied Supreme Commander in the Far East,
issued a directive terminating the hostilities. The US Military
Mission in Moscow forwarded it to the Supreme Soviet
Command “for execution”. This US attempt to prevent the
final elimination of the Kwantung Army, to prevent the
Soviet Army from moving ahead, was another bit of evidence
of the expansionist designs of the US monopolists. And it
was clumsy in the extreme, because neither operationally
nor in any other respect could the Soviet Armed Forces be
subject to MacArthur’s commands. The directive was rejected,
whereupon the Military Mission said a mistake had occurred
and the directive had been forwarded not “for execution”,
but “for information”.2

However, there were additional facts testifying to the
intents of the US rulers. Acting unilaterally, in defiance of
the principles of international co-operation, President Truman
announced on August 16 that Japan would be placed under
the control of the US Command.? He ordered Admiral
Chester Nimitz to capture Dairen. But the order was abortive,
because Soviet troops came there first.4 An American para-
troop unit landed northwest of Mukden, but also missed the
bus, for Soviet troops were there before it.s

On August 18, in a message to the Soviet Government,
Truman insisted on US air bases on the Kuriles. Two days
later the matter was raised in US Congress, which declared
its desire to have US bases in the area.6 Also, negotiations
began between MacArthur’s headquarters and Chiang Kai-
shek, on the one hand, and the Japanese Command, on the
other, for Japanese troops to help combat the national libera-
tion movements in China and other Asian countries.

! Pravda, August 16, 1945.

2 John R. Deane, The Sirange Alliance, New York, 1947, pp. 179-80.

3 The New York Herald Tribune, August 17, 1945.

4 Frederick C. Sherman, Combat Command. The American Aircraft Car-
riers in the Pacific War, New York, 1950, p. 376.

8 The New York Herald Tribune, August 20, 21, 22, 23, 1945.

6 The New York Times, August 19, 1945.
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Meanwhile, the Soviet offensive continued, repulsing
frantic Japanese counter-attacks. From different directions
the Soviet troops converged on central Manchuria, to which
the remnants of the Kwantung Army were fast retreating.
Although the Japanese were still in command of extensive
territory, their plight deteriorated rapidly. No longer did
they have their fortifications. Moreover, they were cut off
from Japan and from the Japanese troops in China.

Red Army operations grew in scale and, co-operating
with the Pacific Fleet, moves were made to clear Korea and
the Kuriles.

The Kwantung Army Command had no choice but to
order its troops to lay down arms on August 17. In Japan
proper, an extremist fascist group, meanwhile, attempted a
coup d’état to prevent the surrender. It was poised to capture
the Imperial Palace, but was denied army support, and
failed.!

The surrender order was disobeyed by many Kwantung
Army units, and the Soviet Command redoubled the pressure.
The offensive was speeded by paratroop landings in the biggest
Manchurian cities, one of them in Changchun, seat of
‘Kwantung Army Headquarters. A Soviet officer suddenly
appeared on the threshold of General Otosoo Yamada’s
quarters, handing him a demand to effect the surrender
without further delays. The Commander and his staff were
taken prisoner.2

As of August 19 the remnants of the Kwantung Army
began surrendering en masse, but some seats of resistance
were not wiped out until early September. Liberation of
South Sakhalin was completed on August 25, and that of
the Kuriles on September 1.

Japanese prisoners taken in the Soviet campaign totalled
nearly 600,000.3

The Kwantung Army defeat was a decisive factor in
Japan’s capitulation. General Claire Chennault, Commander
of US air forces in China, told The New York Times cor-
respondent that “Russia’s entry into the Japanese war was
the decisive factor in speeding its end and would have been
so even if no atomic bombs had been dropped.... Their (of

t Za rubezhom, No. 14, 1968, p. 25.
2 S, M. Shtemenko, The Soviet General Staff at War, Moscow, 1969,

p- 356.
3 ILV.0V.S.S., Vol s, p. 581.
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Soviet armies — Ed.) swift stroke completed the circle round
Japan that brought the nation to its knees.”’

he instrument of unconditional surrender was signed by
representatives of the Allied Powers and of vanquished Japan
on board the battleship Missour: in Tokyo Bay on September
2, 1945. The Second World War was over. The anti-Hitler
coalition had won.

US and British armed forces contributed substantially
to the victory over Japan. However, their success in the
Pacific rested upon the Soviet victories in the main war
theatre, the Soviet-German. Germany was the most powerful
of the fascist allies, and Japan’s condition depended on
Hitler’s. Regardless, it was the defeat of the Kwantung Army
by the Soviet Armed Forces that was the immediate factor
that compelled Japan to lay down her arms.

Swift and determined action covering Soviet arms with
fresh glory, considerably reduced the duration of the Second .
World War, preventing more casualties. Also important was
the fact that the Japanese aggressors were crushed before the
pretenders to their role of Far Eastern imperialist gendarme
succeeded in taking over. The Red Army victory over Japan
was an effective aid to the peoples of Korea, China, Vietnam
and many other Asian countries—those under Japanese
occupation and those, which, though they had escaped its
horrors, had by their own experienceé known the horrors of
foreign imperialist oppression.

The victory of the Soviet Union and all other freedom-
loving nations over the Japanese militarists opened a new
chapter in world history, highlighted by liberation from
colonialism of the peoples of Asia and then of Africa.

' The New York Times, August 135, 1945.



It is a quarter of a century since the victorious end of the
war against fascism. Many Second World War secrets have
come to light. But no less necessary than before is it to weigh
its lessons and results.

Though the war years are receding farther into the past
and fewer people are left who had participated in World
War II, the magnificence of the exploit of the freedom-
loving peoples has not faded. On the contrary, it is better
known today, and its historic significance better understood.
The victory over fascism is past history —one of the most
important and decisive of its chapters. And the lessons derived
are of immense value.

The most consequential outcome of the war is that socialism,
represented by the Soviet Union, wrested the victory from
the most aggressive and most reactionary force of world
imperialism, represented by the fascist bloc, in mammoth
battles of unseen dimensions. Socialism’s victory over fascism
is the decisive and natural outcome of the war. It proved
that socialism cannot be defeated, that it is vastly superior
to-imperialism.

The crushing defeat of the fascist aggressors —the shock force
of world imperialism— has weakened capitalism, deepened
its general crisis, giving impetus to the socialist, democratic
and national liberation movements.

The Soviet Union safeguarded its socialist gains, its advanced
social and political system, its freedom and independence.
It delivered the peoples of Europe and Asia from the fascist
plague, from enslavement and extinction. The countries of
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East and Southeast Europe and Southeast Asia were liberated
by the Red Army; other countries, though it never set foot
on their soil—as a result of its martial success.

The Soviet victory created favourable conditions in many
of the liberated countries for popular democratic revolutions,
which in due course, in the postwar, developed into socialist
revolutions. Socialism emerged beyond the confines of one
country and grew into a world system. And on this, too, the
victories of the freedom-loving nations, most prominently
those of Soviet arms, had a bearing.

The Soviet victory gave impetus to national liberation
movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The crisis of
the imperialist colonial system sparked by the October
Socialist Revolution became more acute. Colonialism crum-
bled in the postwar years. Independent national states arose
in place of most of the former colonies and semi-colo-
nies.

The heroic Soviet war effort was an inspiring example
for the champions of freedom, democracy and socialism
in other lands. The Communist and Workers’ Parties that
stood in the van of the anti-fascist movement in their respec-
tive countries, proved to be the staunchest fighters for the
national independence and freedom of their peoples. The
influence of Communists increased visibly. Communist
Parties in many countries emerged from the war as a leading
influential political force. Their ranks multiplied. Prewar
(1939), the Communist Parties of the world counted in their
ranks 4 million members, and postwar, in 1945, as many as
26 million.! And this despite the fact that Communists
had suffered the heaviest casualties in the fight against
fascism.

At the time the war broke out the situation was highly
unfavcurable for the freedom-loving nations. Many European
countries collapsed under the war’s impact in a matter of
days or, at most, weeks. Leoking back today, cne may say
with assurance that no other country could have survived
the plight of the Soviet Unicn at the beginning of the war.
None but the Soviet people, a people that had coped with the
difficulties of building socialism in a capitalist encirclement,
could have performed the feat, unprecedented in magnitude,

t Ocherki istorii KPSS ( Essays on the History of the CPSU), Moscow, 1967,
p- 351.
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of turning the tide of a war that had begun so adversely.

None but the Soviet people could have surmounted the
incredible hardships and trials of the war, stemmed the
invasion and turned the tables on the nazis.

« It is farthest from our mind to belittle thereby the exploit
of other nations. During and after the war the Soviet people
paid due tribute to! the exploit of the Englishmen, wgo id
not bend under the impact of the air “blitz”, admired the
exploit of the Resistance fighters and the courage of the men
 who had fought shoulder to shoulder with the Red Army—
the French airmen, the men and officers of the people’s
armies of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and Rumania.
The Soviet people applauded the opening of the second front
in Western Europe. But we should remember that the second
front against Hitler Germany came into being when the out-
come of the war had become a foregone conclusion thanks
to the victories of Soviet arms, that Hitler’s armoured armadas
had been stemmed by Soviet armies, armies equipped with
Soviet-made weapons. The grandeur of the exploit performed
by the Soviet people will never fade.

The Soviet people stood like an insuperable barrier in the
way of the nazi’s drive for world supremacy. It displayed
courage and tenacity beyond compare. Its heroism was the
heroism of all, the day-to-day business not of individuals, not
even of thousands of individuals, but of many millions—of
men who had but the /day before been teachers, bookkeepers,
factory hands or miners, farmers or timbermen. This mass
heroism was the most striking feature of the Great Patriotic
War of the Soviet Union. Never in man’s history had any
nation been as closely united and as firmly determined in
its dedication to the war effort.

Before the 'war was over 5,300,000 Soviet soldiers were
decorated with Orders and more than 7,500,000 with medals.
And as many as 11,525 were honoured with the highest title
of all, that of Hero of the Soviet Union.! Among the decorated
were over 100,000 women,?2 with 86 awarded the title of
Hero of the Soviet Union.3

The Soviet war effort had been decisive. The nazi war
machine was smashed, suffering crippling defeats in battles

1 LV.0V.S.S., Vol. 6, p. 156.
2 Ibid., p. 117.
3 Voyenno-istorichesky zhurnal, No. 2, 1968, p. 54.
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on the Sovict-German Front. The Armed Forces of the
USSR destroyed 507 of Hitler’s best divisions and nearly
100 divisions of his allies. And this compared to the 176
divisions that the nazi Reich lost on all the other Second
World War fronts combined.! Three out of every four Luft-
waffe planes were destroyed on the Soviet-German Front.
So was the bulk of Hitler’s artillery and panzers, and out
of the total of 13,600,000 killed, wounded or captured German
soldiers and officers, Germany lost 10,000,000 in the East.2
Destruction of the main nazi strength on the Soviet-German
Front brought about the collapse of Hitler’s military and
political machine. ‘“The fact remains,” wrote British historians
Ernest J. Knapton and Thomas K. Derry, “that it was Soviet
manpower that stemmed the tide of German conquest while
Europe was still helpless in the German grip.”’3 Incontestable,
too, 1s the decisive contribution of the Soviet Armed Forces
to the defeat of imperialist Japan. It was the swift drive that
crushed the Kwantung Army which compelled the Japanese
Government to surrender.

Victory was wrested from the- enemy by the concerted
effort of the Soviet people, of its Armed Forces. A galaxy
of eutstanding generals appeared from its midst, brought
up and trained by the Communist Party. Among the most
renowned are I. Kh. Bagramyan, I. D. Chernyakhovsky,
V. I. Chuikov, A. G. Golovko, S. G. Gorshkov, L. A. Govorov,
A. A. Grechko, 1. S. Isakov, I. S. Konev, N. I. Krylov,
N. G. Kuznetsov, R. Y. Malinovsky, K. A. Meretskov,
K. S. Moskalenko, A. A. Novikov, F. S. Oktyabrsky, I. Ye.
Petrov, M. M. Popov, K. K. Rokossovsky, B. M. Shaposhni-
kov, V. D. Sokolovsky, F. I. Tolbukhin, V. F. Tributs,
A. M. Vasilevsky, N. F. Vatutin, K. A. Vershinin, N. N. Vo-
ronov, A. I. Yeremenko, I. S. Yumashev, M. V. Zakharov
and G. K. Zhukov. Men of the Old Guard, too, helped
organise the resistance, then known since Civil War times,
such as S. M. Budyonny, K. Y. Voroshilov and S. K. Timo-
shenko.4

1 1.V.0.V.S.S., Vol. 6, p. 28.
2 Soviet Armed Forces in 50 Years, Russ. ed., lf 454-
3 E. Knapton, T. Derry, Europe and the World Since 1914, London, 1957,
. 271,
4 L. I. Brezhnev, Velikaya pobyeda sovietskogo naroda ( The Great Victory
of the Soviet People), p. 19. : ’
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}

The outstanding Soviet role in forging the victory was
noted by many top Allied Statesmen. “On behalf of the
Baople of the United States,” wrote President Franklin

. Roosevelt on February 23, 1943, “I want to express to
the Red Army on its 25th anniversary our profound admira-
tion for its magnificent achievements unsurpassed in all
history.... Such achievements can only be accomplished by
an army that has skilful leadership, sound organisation,
adequate training and above all determination to defeat
the enemy no matter what the cost in self-sacrifice.... The
Red Army and the Russian people have surely started the
Hitler forces on the road to ultimate defeat and have earned
the lasting admiration of the people of the United States.”
And Winston Churchill wrote in a message two years later:
“The Red Army celebrates its twenty-seventh anniversary
amid triumphs which have won the unstinted applause of
their allies and have sealed the doom of German militar-
ists.”’2

The Second World War was an imperialist war when it
began, a war unjust whichever way you looked at it, a war
of two capitalist coalitions —Germany and her allies, on the
one hand, and Britain and France, on the other. But with
millions of people becoming involved in the struggle it grew
gradually into a just war of liberation. This process was
culminated by the Soviet Union’s entry into the war. It
defended the gains of socialism, championed just liberative
aims, progressive ideas, and the most advanced social and
political system of the times. Not only did its involvement in
the war change the war’s complexion; it was also the
earnest of victory against fascism. The Soviet example rallied
the peoples of all countries to the fight against fascism, consol-
idating the anti-fascist coalition.

It was the socialist system that defeated fascism in the
mammoth collision with imperialism and fascism, its most
monstrous progeny. The socialist economic system, the socio-
political and ideological unity of the people, Soviet patriotism
and the friendship of the peoples of the USSR, the unity
of the peoglc and the Communist Party, the stamina and
incomparable heroism of the Soviet soldier —those were the
sources of Soviet strength.

1 Correspondence..., Vol. 2, Moscow, 1957, pp. 57-58.
2 Ibid., Vol. I, p. 305. 19 o7
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The victory was a natural result of the economic and
political advantages implicit in the socialist system. It was
a victory for the Communist Party, which had concentrated
the prewar effort of the Soviet people on socialist industrial-
isation, on collectivising agriculture, on the cultural revolu-
tion, on firming up the socialist brotherhood of all national-
ities inhabiting the country. By doing so it acted on V. L.
Lenin’s behests, building up the powerful material and
politico-moral feundation that enabled the Soviet people to
stand up to the enemy and finally crush him.

This superiority of the Soviet system, coupled with the
politico-ideological unity of Soviet society, exercised a direct
and decisive influence on the outcome of the war. The might
and endurance of the socialist state, based on the fraternal
friendship of workers, farmers and ‘intellectuals, on the
friendship of the peoples of the USSR, enabled the nation to
put its economy swiftly and effectively on a war-time footing.
The Soviet war industry, though plunged into highly unfa-
vourable circumstances at the beginning of the war, excelled
the German towards the end of the war in quality and
quantity of production. Soviet agriculture, too, coped with
its basic task, supplying the nation with the essential foods
and industry with raw material.

US and British deliveries to the Soviet Union doubtless
played a certain role, but amounted to but a fraction of the
stream of supplies flowing from the Soviet rear during the
years of war. The deliveries were miserably small also in
relation to the magnitude of what the US and British war
industries produced. For example, the United States manu-
factured 297,000 planes and 86,000 tanks in wartime alone,
out of which only 14,500 planes and 7,000 tanks were sent
to the Soviet Union.! Besides, the US and British govern-
ments would not reveal important scientific and technical
information to the USSR, although it was supplied to
American corporations with close cartel links with German
trusts.

It will be only proper to say, therefore, that the Soviet
economy went it alone in scoring its historic victory over the
economies of fascist Germany and nazi-occupied Europe.
Soviet strength was built up month by month in the war

1 LV.0.V.S.S., Vol. 6, p. 48; International Affairs, No. 3, 1967, Moscow.
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years, tilting the balance of strength, as illustrated by the
following table:

Change in Alignment of Forces on Soviet-German Front!

Active Army of the USSR Aclive-:"gr;c:ro/l;l(l::::many
Person- Heavy Person- Heavy War-
nel and medium  Warplanes nel and medium |

(thous.)  tanks.* (thoup) tanksee  Planes

June 22, 1941 2,00 1,800*** 1,540%*** 5,500 3,712 4,950
December 1, 1941 4,200 517 2,495 5003 1,453 2,465
May 1, 1942 5,500 2,070 3,164 6,200 3,230 3,400
November 1, 1942 06,124 2,745 3,088 6,144 6,600 3,500
July 1, 1943 6,442 6,232 8,293 5,165 5,850 2,980

January 1, 1944 6,100 3,146 8,500 6,906 5,400 3,073
January 1, 1945 6,000 7,494 14,570 3,100 3,950 1,960

¢ Including self-propelled artillery
*¢ Including siege guns
*** Including new types of tanks: 1,475
®¢ss New types of warplanes only.

The Second World War proved that the Soviet social and
political system is genuinely democratic, originating from the
people, responding to the people’s will and resting on popular
support. During the war the entire nation participated
actively in discharging tasks set by the state in forging the
victory, tasks often suggested and organised by the people
themselves.

Directives and orders would never have elicited the initia-
tive, dedication and heroism of the masses. The working
class, the farmers and the intelligentsia were undeterred
by difficulties and the sacrifice. They suffered the war's
hardships and deprivations stoutly, fought heroically and
worked no less heroically in defence of their socialist land.

The socialist ideology proved its superiority over the bour-
geois fascist ideology. The Communist cause and Soviet
patriotism, combining with internationalist ideas and the
friendship of peoples, inspired the Soviet soldier in the battle

' Taken from Soviet Armed Forces in 50 Years, Russ. ed., p. 459.
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against the fascist ideology, an ideology of stark nationalism,
of “higher”” races dominating the “lower”, denying the right
of existence to the bulk of the world’s population, of extremism
reduced to sadism, cruelty, barbarity and vandalism.

In its daily ideological and educational work, the Com-
munist Party imparted to the people awareness of the great
socialist cause, in the name of which victory over the enemy
was imperative.

The lofty morale and energy of Soviet people, their mass
heroism in battle and in the rear, were wrought by the tireless
work of the Communist Party, and so its leadership was the
chief factor in the Soviet victory.

The Communist Party led the people of Russia to victory
in the Great October Socialist Revolution and rallied them
for the defeat of the foreign intervention and of the white-
guards. The workers, peasants and the intelligentsia built
socialist society under the guidance of the Party, producing
the essential material and moral resources for the country’s
defence.

In the Great Patriotic War, the Party inspired and organised
the struggle against the fascist invaders. Its organisational
effort concerted and directed the work and strength of Soviet
people in assuring the enemy’s defeat. The Party rallied the
entire nation for the sacred patriotic war.

The best men of the Party were sent to the most dangerous
and most responsible sectors. One in every three members
of the Party’s Central Committee was in the battle-lines. By
the end of 1941 the Red Army counted as many as 1,300,000
Communists. During the war 3 million Communists laid
down their lives for the freedom and independence of the
socialist land. Five million Soviet people—at the front and
in the rear —joined the Party’s ranks in wartime.!

Army Communists cemented the fighting forces, firmed up
the fighting spirit of the troops. Their courage and bravery,
their readiness to fight to the last breath, won them the
respect and affection of their mates in army, navy and air
force.

Being the guiding and leading force of Soviet society, the
Communist Party also secured the fulfilment of the tasks
behind the battle-lines. It mobilised workers, peasants and
the intelligentsia in overcoming the difficulties, it organised

1 L. I. Brezhnev, The Great Victory of the Soviet People, Russ. ed., p. 17.
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them in a mighty upsurge of labour, it put the economy on a
wartime footing and saw to it that the country became a:
smithy of victory.

While resolving the military and economic problems, the
Communist Party also conducted extensive politico-educa-
tional work among the masses. It helped the people under-
stand the just character of the Great Patriotic War, better
to understand the advantages of the Soviet social and political
system, the importance of the worker-peasant alliance, of the
friendship of the Pcbplcs of the USSR, of Soviet patriotism.

The Party cultivated love of country and burning hatred
of the enemy who impinged on the honour, freedom and
independence of the socialist fatherland. It worked tirelessly
to elevate the morale and warcraft of the Soviet soldier. It
directed the political and military training of personnel in
army, navy and air force. It elucidated the origins and aims
of the war, tempered the soldier’s fighting spirit and cultivated
fearlessness and discipline. The effect of this immense ideolog-
ical effort was that every Soviet soldier was aware of the
war aims and of the imperative of defeating the enemy.
The organisational, political and educational work of the
Party among the troops, coupled with the model of heroism
and fearlessness displayed by its members, were largely
instrumental in mobilising the men of the Armed Forces in
defeating the enemy and achieving victory.

The collective experience and collective wisdom of the
Party’s Central Committee, resting on the scientific basis of
the Marxist-Leninist doctrine and the creative initiative
of the people, assured correct leadership in the war. The
Soviet victory over Hitler Germany was a triumph for the
Communist Party, for its policy.

The international situation in wartime was highlighted by
the emergence and vigorous action of the anti-fascist coalition
which, starting in the summer of 1944, went over to coordinat-
ed military operations.

The emergence and action of the anti-fascist coalition had
an extremely beneficial effect. To begin with it stood for
co-operation among states with different social systems,
showing that the ideas of peaceful coexistence were viable
and correct.

_ The anti-fascist coalition defeated Hitler’s policy of destroy-
ing opﬁoncnts one by one. The coalition confronted Germany
with the prospect of a war on two fronts, finally compelling
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it to fight such a war. Allied deliveries to the Soviet Union
helped it to some extent in the selfless struggle. Last but not
least, the existence of the anti-fascist coalition created a
favourable setting for the Resistance movement in the nazi-
occupied countries.

Among the war objectives pursued by the ruling element in
the United States and Britain was that of maintaining and
consolidating class rule. Its true aims and intents had nothing
in common with the actual nature of the war, deriving from
the involvement in it of the Soviet Union and the masses in
other countries. This contradiction —between the nature of
the war and the war aims of the US and British rulers —left
a mark on the home affairs, foreign policy and war strategy of
the Western members of the anti-fascist coalition. Hence the
delays of the second front by the US and British governments.
In a certain sense this policy was a continuation of the Munich
policy and the ‘“phoney war” because its basic aim was to
weaken and exhaust the USSR in the hope of establishing
Anglo-American supremacy in the post-war world. In the
final count, however, it boomeranged against its makers.
By the beginning of 1944 it was obvious that the Soviet
Union could complete the defeat of Hitler Germany on its
own. That was what prompted the US and British govern-
ments to open the second front.

When the war was over its veterans in the United States
and Britain became involved in a discussion —still in train —as
to who was guilty of the long delays in opening the second
front. With facts in hand, American political leaders, generals
and many of the historians blame their British friends, but
overlook the role played by the second front opponents in the
United States.

Here, for example, is how General Albert C. Wedemeyer
described British behaviour at second front negotiations:

“The British were masters in negotiations —particularly
weré they adept in the use of phrases or words which were
capable of more than one meaning or interpretation. Here
was the setting, with all the trappings of a classical Machiavel-
lian scene. I am not suggesting that the will to deceive was a
personal characteristic of any of the participants. But when
matters of the state were involved, our British opposite
numbers had elastic struples.... What I witnessed was the
British power of diplomatic finesse in its finest hour, a power
that had been developed over centuries of successful interna-
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tional intrigue, cajolery, and tacit compulsions.”! Might
we add that what Wedemeyer describes as “‘elastic scruples”
and “intrigue, cajolery and tacit compulsions” was all
that and much more when directed against the socialist
state.

The anti-fascist coalition moved quite distinctly towards
a democratic postwar arrangement. This was an area where
it could have displayed its positive side to the fullest. But US
and British ruling element preferred to end the co-operation
as soon as the war ended. More, they went back on the deci-
sions adopted in Yalta and Potsdam. In place of co-operation
came the cold war.

The Resistance Movement in the nazi-occupied European
countries acquired great importance in the Second World
War. Its eruption and powerful growth was an unexpected
and highly undesirable impediment for Hitler. The movement
drew inspiration from the resistance and successes of the
Red Army and from the partisan movement of Soviet patriots.
Underscoring this, L. M. Chassin, the French war historian,
wrote: ‘““This magnificent resistance of the Russians, which
shrank from no sacrifice, was .the signal for the immense
wave of revolt that swept across all the countries occupied
by Germany.”? We might mention other important points:
the freedom fighters of the Resistance movement benefited
greatly from the experience of the Soviet partisans and their
methods; they displayed a deep sense of communion with the
Soviet patriots and were eager, in the absence of the second
front in Europe, to help the Soviet Union in every way they
could. .

The support —moral, military and, in some cases, materi-
al —extended to the Resistance movement by’ the Soviet
Union was of great importance for its growth. First and
foremost, it was the crushing blows delivered to the nazis on
the Soviet-German Front that helped the Resistance move-
ment grow.

The exploit of the Soviet people wakened the national and
internationalist feelings of millions of people all over the
globe. It epitomised the unity of national and international
war aims, prompting many people whose patriotism had

1 A. Wedemeyer, Wedemeyer Reports!, New York, 1958, pp. 105-06.
2 L. Chassin, Histoire militaire de la seconde guerre mondiale 1939-1945,
Paris, 1947, p. 132. '
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been overlaid with self-interest and egoism to regain their
integrity and join the Resistance.

The Resistance movement contributed to smashing the
fascist bloc and the various reactionary ruling cliques associat-
ed with it.

The Second World War showed that all imperialist aspira-
tions for world supremacy have no chance to succeed in the
modern world. That Germany went down in defeat was no
accident. And that was why her defeat was so crushing. The
main outcome of the war was that the defeat was visited on
fascism and imperialism in that most mammoth of all cqn-
flagrations, while democracy, progress and socialism proved
victorious.

The history of the war against fascism is first and foremost
the history of peoples fighting for liberation and achieving
a conclusive victory. The lessons of the war showed once more
that the masses play an immense and growing role in the
process of history and that growth of their political involve-
ment and awareness is an incontestable law of the age.

The victory ‘over fascism was gained through the heroic
efforts of tens of millions of Soviet people, blending with the
efforts of Resistance fighters and the struggle of the peoples
of the United States and Britain on the front and in the rear.
The price of victory was dearly paid in life and blood, and
the victory belongs to all humanity, the supreme duty of
which is to cherish it and to safeguard peace.
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