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FOREWORD

This book is about the armed forces of the world’s firs
socialist state, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Ever since people have united into states they maintained
armed forces—organized bodies of men armed and trained
for warfare,

History knows wars waged by ancient conquerors and by
the Crusaders of the Middle Ages. Then there were colonial
wars launched to conquer the lands the Furopeans had dis-
covered and to HulJJUQ;dI(‘ peoples; imperialist wars staged to
redivide colonies and suppress national liberation move-
ments. All these dramatic events in history involved the
armed [orces. In all exploiter societies, armies have been and
remain Instruments of violence, conquest of foreign terri-
I.OT]E'S, and the subjugation of nations. With the help of ar-
mies the ruling C)\plm.cs classes have held in submission the
people of their countries, defended the status quo of the
dominant classes against the revolutionary masses, and pro-
tected their countries against other aggressors and con-
querors.

Vladimir Lenin gave an explicit definition of the bour-
geols armed forces: “Everywhere the standing army has
become the weapon of reaction, the servant of capital in its
struggle against labour, the (.x{ruatmnet of the people’s
hb{,rt\' i

With the er nergence of the world’s first socialist state
there appeared a new army, the Soviet Army, whose aims
and purposes were different from its counterparts in the
capitalist world.

The Soviet Army is a truly people’s military organiza-

V. I. Lenin, “The Armed Forces and the Revolution”, Collected
Works, Vol, 10, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1978, p. 56.




tion both in its composition and social purpose. Without
threatening anyone, it exists for the defense of the free-
dom and independence of the Soviet people and their
achievements in socialist development. At the same time
the Soviet government and its armed forces have never let
down their allies and friends fighting for freedom and in-
dependence.

The Armed Forces of the USSR are 70 years old. Through-
out these years they have stood the harshest trials. During
the Civil War of 1918-1920 the Soviet Armed Forces routed
the numerous White Guard troops and foreign intervention-
ists armed with first-rate military technology, and defend-
ed the gains of the October Socialist Revolution. The Soviet
Army and Navy achieved an outstanding victory in their
bitter battles with Nazi Germany during the Great Patriot-
ic War of 1941-1945. Their heroic struggle contributed
fundamentally to the defeat of the German and Japanese
aggressors, upheld the freedom and independence of the
Soviet country, and saved other nations from [ascist enslave-
ment.

The history of the Soviet Union has convincingly shown
that a state of the working people can preserve its indepen-
dence and successfully build a new life only when the masses
of people learn to defend the gains of the Revolution from
the attacks of the class enemy and create their armed
forces.

For over 40 years now after the end of the Second
World War, the Soviet people have lived under a peaceful
sky, making great strides in social development. Consider-
able achievements in building a new life have been regis-
tered in the other countries of the socialist community. The
international working class movement, the national libera-
tion movements and the forces of social progress have made
great. headway. More and more nations strive to establish
a system of social relations which has prevailed in the
socialist countries. At the same time the capitalist world’s
range of dominance is shrinking inexorably.

Imperialism, however, shows no desire to accept the
political realities of the modem world. The forces of reac-
tion, with US imperialism in the lead, in every way possible
seek to arrest the positive changes in the world. For the sake
of their self-serving policies, they are prepared to sacrifice
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the Interests and security of other countries and peoples.
Especially dangerous in this respect is the current policy of
the USA of forcing its will on other nations.

The decisions of the 27th CPSU Congress and the CPSU
Program (new edition) present a profound and all-round
assessment of the modern international situation, the causes
of its aggravation, and the real threat aggressive forces of
imperialism pose to peace. The Communist Party has un-
equivocally reaffirmed its principled Leninist foreign policy
of peace, and has proposed a concrete program to curb the
arms race, reduce and completely eliminate all weapons of
mass annihilation by the end of this century, and preserve
and consolidate peace and the security of nations. The
Soviet government has repeatedly demonstrated its aspira-
tion for universal peace and its concern for the destiny of
mankind. The Soviet Union stands for peaceful, civilized
international relations based on genuine respect for the
standards of international law.

Meanwhile, the strategy and militarist programmes of
the West remain pivoted on the striving for social revenge.
The world situation remains tense and the threat of war
persists.

Under these conditions the Soviet Union, without slack-
ening its struggle for peace, has been forced to adopt neces-
Sary mcasures to ensure its security and the security of its
allies, and maintain a strategic parity which would rule out
military superiority of the aggressive forces. As an mpor-
tant historical gain of the fraternal socialist countries, this
balance of forces reliably checks the aggressive aspirations
of imperialism,

The Soviet Army plays a most important role in main-
taining the security of the Soviet Union and its allies. It
safeguards the historic gains of our country and the in-
violability of its borders and ensures favorable external
conditions for the nation to work in peace to implement the
program of perfecting socialist society and raising the
standards of living of the Soviet people.

Together with the armies of other socialist countries, the
Soviet Army and Navy perform their internationalist duty,
providing for a collective defense of socialism and standing
on guard of the security and independence of the countries
of the socialist community. They are a powerful factor in
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deterring imperialist aggressors, and a stronghold of the
security of nations following the path of social progress.

This book traces the emergence and development of the
Soviet Armed Forces and tells about the heroic battles they
waged defending the. nation. The reader will get an insight
into the structure of the Soviet Armed Forces today, the
arms and branches of the service they consist of cmd the
traditions they have. The book also tells about the life and
combat training of Soviet servicemen, their education, and
how they discharge their duties.

CHAFPTER 1

DEFENDING THE GAINS OF THE OCTOBER SOCIALIST
REVOLUTION

Inception of the New World x Imperialists Threaten with
Intervention x Organization of the Red Army % Lenin and
the Party at the Head of the Fighting Masses * Defeat of
the Combined Forces of the Internal and External Counter-
revolution % Sources of the Red Army’s Victory in the
Civil War

In 1917, Russia became a focal point of revolutionary
events which had a tremendous influence on the whole
course of world history. In late February a bourgeois-de-
mocratic revolution took place in the country. The czarist
monarchy was deposed, and a bourgeois Provisional Govern-
ment assumed power. The people who had carried out the
revolution hoped that it would bring human conditions in
labor and life for the workers, land for the peasants, and
freedom for the oppressed national minorities. Exhausted
by the ordeals of the world war, the people yearned for
peace. But the Provisional Government did not live up to
these expectations. The war raged on. People kept dying
at the battle front. Hunger and economic ruin were rampant
in the country. Naturally, the masses of workers, land-
hungry peasants and soldiers could not accept such a situa-
tion. Under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party they
waged a struggle for peace, bread, land, and equality of the
nations and ethnic groups inhabiting Russia.

In October 1917 the struggle developed into an armed
uprising. A socialist revolution took place in Russia, mark-
ing the beginning of a new era in the history of mankind.
The workers, peasants, te volunona"\ soldiers and sailors,
led by the Bolshevik Party, overthrew the Provisional Go-
vernment. All power in the land ;\assui into the hands of
the working people represented by the Soviets (Councils)
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of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies. The All-Rus-
sia Congress of Soviets meeting in Petrograd (now Lenin-
grad) proclaimed the establishment of the Russian Soviet
Federative Socialist Republic and formed the Soviet govern-
ment—the Council of People’s Commissars. Vladimir Lenin
became its Chairman. The Congress also elected an All-
Russia Central Executive Committee of the Soviets as the
country’s supreme body of state power functioning be-
tween the congresses.

Among the first legislative acts of the Soviet government
was the Decree on Peace, the Decree on Land and the Decla-
ration of the Rights of the Peoples of Russia. Soviet power
appeared before the whole world as a truly democratic
system. For the first time in history it proclaimed: power
belongs to the working people; the land, its wealth, plants
and factories, cultural treasures belong to the state of work-
ers and peasants.

The Soviet state proposed to all the powers and nations
engaged in the First World War to conclude a Just and de-
mocratic peace without annexations or indemnities.

The Declaration of the Rights of the Peoples of Russia
was the world’s first law enacting genuine freedom and
equality for all the nations and ethnic groups inhabiting the
country. It proclaimed the principles of equality and
sovereignty of the peoples of Russia and their right to self-
determination.

While preparing the revolution, the Bolshevik Party led
by Lenin carried out tremendous work in organizing the
broadest sections of the working class, peasants, soldiers
and sailors. They readily responded to the Party’s call to
overthrow the exploiters. That explains why the transition
of power to the Soviets was the most peaceful and bloodless
ever recorded in the history of revolutionary change of power.

But the Bolsheviks realized that the revolution’s enemies,
the capitalists and landowners in Russia and abroad, would
not accept the victory of Soviet power.

Lest the imperialists take the victorious revolution un-
awares, the workers and peasants, as Lenin insisted, had to arm
themselves, learn the art of warfare, and organize their own
armed forces. At the height of the First World War, Lenin
wrote that the women of the oppressed class must say to
their sons: “ ‘You will soon be grown up. You will be given
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a gun. Take it and learn the military art properly. The prole-
tarians need this knowledge not to shoot your brothers, the
workers of other countries, as is being done in the present
war, and as the traitors to socialism are telling you to do.
They need it to fight the bourgeoisie of their own country,
to put an end to exploitation, poverty and war.’ !

Emergence of a New Army
The Fire of the Revolution

The Bolshevik Party was carrying on organizational work
and political education in the czarist land forces and navy
well before the October Socialist Revolution, especially
during the First World War. It set up its organizations in the
units, arranged the publication of clandestine newspapers
for soldiers and sailors, and directed its educational work
towards winning the troops over to the side of the revolu-
tionary workers.

This activity gained particular intensity alter the Feb-
ruary Revolution of 1917. At the same time, the Party took
to arming the working class and the village poor. On the
initiative of the Communists of Petrograd, Moscow and
other industrial centers, small units of a revolutionary mili-
tary organization of workers called the Red Guard were
raised in April 1917. Their nuclei consisted of detachments
of armed industrial workers.

The Red Guard took part in the demonstrations of work-
ers protesting against the policies of the bourgeois Provis-
ional Government. Together with the troops who had sided
with the Revolution, the Red Guard was engaged in sup-
pressing the armed revolt of former czarist generals who
tried to establish a military dictatorship and strangle the
revolution in August 1917,

The activation and training of the Red Guard was super-
vised by the Central Committee of the Bolshevik? Party.

' V. 1. Lenin, “The Military Programme of the Proletarian Revolu-
tion”, Coliected Works, Vol, 23, 1977, pp- 82-83.

* The name “Bolshevik” emerged following the elections of the
Party’s leading bodies at the 2nd Congress of the Russian Social
Democratic Labor Party (1903) when Lenin’s supporters gained the
majority {bolshinstvo in Russian, hence Bolshevik — a member of the
majority ).
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The Military Organization established at the Party’s Central
Committee in April 1917 was directly in charge of sup-
plying the Red Guard with arms and training it in the art
of warfare. The Military Organization was also responsible
for supervising the activities of the Bolshevik organizations
in the army and navy

Lenin gulded the ch[i\-"itiCS of the CC Military Organiza-
tion in mustering the armed forces for the uprising. While
developing the issues of political and military strategy and
tactics, he also looked into the problems of organizing and
all-round training of the Red Guard units.

The Red Guard of Petr ograd was the major armed force
of the October Socialist Revolution. During the first weeks
following the victory of the Revolution, the Red Guard,
alongside the revolutionary soldiers and sailors, fought the
counterrevolutionary forces in Petrograd, Moscow and other
cities. Lenin wrote: “The Red Guards fought in the noble
and supreme historical cause of AbL rating the working and
exploited people from the yoke of the ¢ xploners i

Throughout January and February 1918 the Red Guard
units and the revolutionary troops quelled counterrevolu-
tionary revolts in a number of central regions of the coun-
try, and Soviet power was established in central Russia, on
the Don, and almost in the whole of the Ukraine, Byelo-
russia and the Urals.

The Red Guard was instrumental in breaking the bour-
geois war machine and establishing a new system of govern-
ment in the capital and the provinces. It fought counter-
revolutionary clements, speculators, saboteurs and bandits,
and performed guard duty at plants, warehouses, railroads
and other important installations.

Thus, the Red Guard played a significant role in defend-
ing the gains of the October Socialist Revolution in the first
months after it triumphed. These units of armed workers
and peasants became the embryo of the future Red Army.

The old armed forces na\nl*e"mg about 8 million officers
and men could not be used to defend the revolution. Most
of the generals and officers had sided with the toppled ex-
ploiter “classes. Besides, the combat capability of the old

V. L Lenin, “The Immediate Tasks of the Soviet Government”’
Collected Works, Vol. 27, 1977, p. 247,

?
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army was utterly low. The army was disintegrating. The
soldiers worn out by the lmperlahs’r war were deserting their
lines and going home. Many of them did not understand
that the revolution had not yet been completed and had
to be defended with arms against a new and more power-
ful enemy.

By decision of Soviet power, the leadership in the old
army was assumed by military-revolutionary committees.
Their orders were binding on the army commanders. At the
same time organizational work was started to democratize
the army. All reactionary generals and officers were re-
moved, all servicemen were made equal in their rights, and
commanders were appointed by election at meetings and
congresses. Simultaneously, the bodies of control were
reorganized and a new machinery of military command was
established.

In the meantime, imperialists were hatching plans to
strangle the Soviet Republic. Just as Lenin had foreseen, all
the reactionary forces of the old world united in their
hatred of the first state of workers and peasants. In Decem-
ber 1917, the imperialists of Great Britain and France
agreed upon an intervention into Soviet Russia so as to
partition it and restore the dominance of capitalists, land-
owners, and foreign capital. They threatened to boycoit
and blockade the Soviet country and readied troops for the
intervention. Kaiser’s Germany, still at war with Russia,
did not hurry to accept the Soviet proposals for a peace
treaty.

Under the given circumstances, the Soviet country had
to prepare in real earnest to repulse the interventionists. It
became extremely urgent to replace the 200,000-strong
Red Guard with an entirely new armed force—a numerical-
ly superior, powerful and battleworthy socialist army.

An Army of a New Type
The issue of building a Red Army was utterly new and
had not yet been considered even theoretically. Said Lenin:
“We undertook a task which nobody in the world has ever
attempted on so large a scale.”!

! V. 1. Lenin, “Lighth Congress of the R.C.P.(B.), March 18-23,
1919. Report of the Central C ommittee, March 18", Collected Works,
A P I Bl < I i
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What should such a new army be like? How, on what
foundations should it be established?

In his works, Lenin developed the doctrine of the defense
of the socialist homeland. He showed that the class ene-
mies of the proletariat would never accept its victory and
would try to recover their lost positions by armed force.
Therefore the establishment of a military organization of
the victorious proletariat was a vital necessity and a natural
cause. Only with a mighty, well equipped and trained army
could the people’s power defeat the combined forces of
imperialist Intervention and internal counterrevolution and
defend the revolutionary gains.

If the enemies of the Revolution were to start a war,
then, Lenin said, the war in defense of the socialist home-
land would be the most just, truly revolutionary and pro-
gressive of all the wars known to mankind. In such a war the
socialist army would be defending the most progressive,
truly democratic social system and the freedom and in-
dependence of a state of workers and peasants which was
the hope and bulwark for the liberation struggle of the
working people the world over.

The Party organized the Red Army on the same princi-
ples as all the other bodies of Soviet power. The building of
our army, as Lenin emphasized, led to successful results
only because it was carried out in the spirit of the general
building of the Soviet state.

What are these principles?

The main principle of strengthening the defense of the
country ruled by the working people is the indivisible leader-
ship of the revolutionary Party in creating and developing
the armed forces and organizing defense. Before the Octo.
ber Socialist Revolution and after its victory Lenin repeat-
edly pointed out that the Party must take the defense of
the revolutionary gains in its hands. In 1918, on Lenin’s
initiative, the Central Committee of the Party adopted the
decision “On the Policy of the Military Department”” which
stated that “the policy of the military department, just like
of all the other departments and institutions is pursued in
direct accordance with the overall guidelines issued by the
Party through its Central Committee and under its direct
control”.

It was only in the power of the Party—expressing as it
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did the interests and will of the working masses and drawing
upon the theory of scientific socialism—to resolve the most
complex problems of creating and strengthening the new
army and defeating the enemies of the Soviet state.

The Red Army was created as a class instrument of a pro-
letarian state; 1t was manned by workers and peasants and
upheld the interests of the working people. Soviet power
disarmed the exploiter classes, the bourgeoisie and feudal
landowners, and barred their access to the ranks of the
socialist army. “Ours is a class army directed against the
bourgeoisie,” Lenin wrote.

An important feature of the new army was its indestruct-
ible unity with the people. An armed force was created
which, unlike the old czarist army and the modern imperial-
ist armies, was not detached from nor opposed to the
people but indivisibly linked with them by common pur-
pose and interests. This unity is one of the mighty sources
of the new army’s power and invincibility.

In building the army, the Party also relied on Lenin’s
ideas of friendship among peoples and proletarian interna-
tionalism, Just like the Soviet state, its army is a single,
united family of many nations and nationalities. In its ranks
are representatives of all the peoples of the Soviet Union.

Many of the non-Russian peoples inhabiting the Russian
Empire were barred from the old army. The czarist regime
did not trust them, because the army was in itself an instru-
ment of national oppression. In the Soviet country, all
peoples are granted the honorable right to serve in the
armed forces and defend the country. Right at its incep-
tion the Red Army had in its ranks working people of all
the country’s nations and nationalities and representatives
of many nations from abroad who fought for Soviet power.

The internationalist nature of the Soviet armed forces
consists in their being a bulwark of the liberation struggle
of the working people and of peace among nations.

These are Lenin’s basic socio-political principles which
the Party relied upon from the outset in building the army.

Lenin also developed certain organizational principles of
army structure. One of the fundamental principles among

7 ;r\/. I. Lenin, “The Tax in Kind”, Collected Works, Vol. 32, 1977,
p. 351,




them was that of building a regular socialist army with pro-
fessional commanders and political cadres, precise forms of
organization, and a single system of methods of control,
recruitement, training and education of the personnel.

The most important organizational principles of building
a mighty, combat-ready socialist army are as follows:

strict centralism, meaning a single nation-wide system
underlying the creation, development and activity of the
entire armed forces subordinated to their higher command
and to the government; J

unity of command (introduced in the Red Army in

1925), i.e., the personal responsibility of the military leader

or commander to the Party and government for his activity
and the combat readiness of the troops under his command,
his independence in making decisions and controlling the
troops;
firm discipline based on the political consciousness of the
servicemen and their understanding of their military duty;
high fighting efficiency and combat readiness of the
armed forces ensured by the troops being supplied with
modern weaponry and materiel and by the all-round combat
training and moral and political education of the personnel.
The creation of a body of well-trained and politically
educated commanders devoted to the people also ranks
among the important principles of building a powerful and
combatready army. Most of the officers of the old czarist
army belonged to the exploiter classes and did not side with
the Revolution. So, commanders for the new army were re-
cruited from among the common people. They could com-
mand authority with the men and consolidate the socialist
principles in the army. Such an army was to be invincible.
Historical experience has convincingly confirmed the
vital import of Lenin’s principles of building the armed
forces. These principles served the Party as a firm basis on
which it relied in its work during the period so crucial for
the destiny of the Revolution. And today, too, they serve
as guiding points in building and strengthening the Soviet
Armed Forces and in organizing the defense of socialism.

The Revolution Must Know How to D efend Itself

The party appealed to the workers, peasants, soldiers and
sallors to take an active part in raising the new army. The

16

Communists explained to the working people that the
defense of the Revolution and Soviet power was a vital
duty of the workers and peasants.

On Lenin’s motion the issue of creating the new army
was considered by the CC Military Organization. On Janu-
ary 28, 1918 the Council of People’s Commissars unfi@r
Lenin’s chairmanship adopted the Decree on the Organiza-
tion of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army. It stated
that the Red Army was being created in view of the transter
of power to the working and exploited masses and the
establishment of a socialist state, to serve as its armed
stronghold both against the toppled feudal lai’}dOW'Irlf’:‘FS
and bourgeoisie and the external counterrevolution. The
decree stressed the strictly class nature of the army and
its revolutionary spirit: “The Workers” and Peasants’ Red
Army is being created out of the most conscious and orga-
nized elements of the working masses... The Red Army can
be joined by anyone who is prepared to dedicate all his abi-
lities, his life to the defense of the gains of the October Re-
volution, the power of the Soviets and socialism.”

The army was to be manned on a voluntary basis by
working people not younger than 18 vears, irrespective of
their creed, racial and national identity. All those desiring
to join had to have recommendations from military com-
mittees, Party, trade union or other mass organizations
standing on the platform of Soviet power. In cases entire
units joined, mutual responsibility and nominal voting was
necessary.

Under the decree all servicemen of the Red Army were
fully maintained by the state. The disabled dependants
of the Red Army servicemen were maintained by local
Soviets.

The Council of People’s Commissars was proclaimed by
decree as the supreme governing body of the Red Army.

On February 11, 1918 Lenin signed the Decree on the
Organization of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Navy which
also had been adopted by the Council of People’s Com-
missars.

The decrees were met with approval by the workers,
peasants, the revolutionary soldiers and sailors of the
disbanded old army units. Under the leadership of the
Party, detachments of the Red Army were activated
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throughout the land.

The 1st Red Army Corps was raised by Petrograd workers
and revolutionary soldiers. Following Petrograd, Red Army
units and formations were raised in Moscow, Ivanovo-Voz-
nesensk, Kostroma, Kazan and other industrial centers. In
the streets of cities and villages there appeared posters
reading: “Have You Enlisted in the Red Army?”, “Every-
one to the Defense of the Republic of Soviets!”

In a short time, dozens of thousands of workers and poor
peasants of Byelorussia, the Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia, the Urals, and the Volga Region enlisted in the Red
Army.

The activation of units of the new army was started at
the battle fronts (where not all of the troops of the old
army had yet been disbanded). Soldiers were joining the
Red Army not only singly, but in entire units. Many avia-
tion detachments and flying and technical schools decided
to go over to the Red Army.

Revolutionary sailors swelled the ranks of the Red
Army in the thousands. They were organized into crews
of armored trains, reconnaissance detachments and landing
parties,

The members of the first unions of working youth, the
organizations of the future Young Communist League, took
an active part in raising the Red regiments. At meetings of
youth organizations in Petrograd, young workers adopted
passionate resolutions calling for the defense of Soviet
power, and the organizations enlisted in Red Army detach-
ments and regiments in a body.

While creating the new army, the Party took measures to
organize military control and provide it with arms and food
supplies. Everywhere the soldiers and commanders were
undergoing training, for which purpose military depart-
ments were set up at local Soviets, and headquarters were
staffed at combat units and formations.

This was a time of extremely difficult conditions. The
country was ruined by more than 3 years of the First World
war waged by the Entente powers (Russia, Great Britain,
France and, by the end of the war, the United States) on
the one hand, and Germany and her allies on the other hand.

Still, the building of the new army was persistently
pursued.

18

Baptism of Fire

Expressing the will of the people, the Soviet government
repeatedly appealed to all warring powers to stop the war.
But Great Britain, France and the USA refused to accept
the offer. So Soviet Russia signed an armistice with Ger-
many, followed by peace negotiations at Brest-Litovsk.
On February 18, 1918 the German troops, in violation of
the armistice, launched an offensive along the entire front
from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. Under the pressure of
the advancing German army, the troops of the old Russian
army fell back from their positions in a disorderly retreat en
masse. The enemy invaded the Ukraine and Byelorussia,
captured Latvia, Estonia, and threatened Petrograd. The
Soviet country was in dire peril.

The rulers of the Western countries were convinced that
Soviet power would hold no more than a couple of weeks.
The New York Times predicted then that someone suffi-
ciently strong would appear any day now to snatch power
from the Bolsheviks.

At this crucial moment, the Central Committee of the
Bolshevik Party exercised great determination and energy
in dealing with the situation. It called upon the Party com-
mittees, Soviets and military bodies to take urgent mea-
sures to provide the front with the newly activated military
units, build fortifications and organize defense against the
enemy.

On February 1918 Lenin wrote the appeal “The Socialist
Fatherland Is in Danger!” which was broadcast and dis-
tributed everywhere as an appeal of the Council of People’s
Commissars. It read: “In order to save this exhausted and
ravaged country from new ordeals of war we decided to
make a very great sacrifice and informed the Germans of
our readiness to sign their terms of peace... The German
Government is evidently in no hurry to reply. It obviously
does not want peace. Fulfilling the task with which it has
been charged by the capitalists of all countries, German
militarism wants to strangle the Russian and Ukrainian
workers and peasants, to return the land to the landowners,
the mills and factories to the bankers, and power to the
monarchy. The German generals want to establish their
‘order’ in Petrograd and Kiev. The Socialist Republic of
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Soviets is in gravest danger... The Council of People’s Com-
missars resolves: 1) The country’s entire manpower and
resources are placed entirely at the service of revolutionary
defence. 2) All Souviets and revolutionary organisations

are ordered to defend every position to the last drop of

blood.”™

The same day Lenin sent a telephone message to the Pe-
trograd city and district Party committees, in which he
urged them to immediately raise all workers for the defense
of the city.

The situation was, indeed, critical. Skeptics doubted
whether after a protracted, exhausting and hated war the
workers and peasants would really respond to the Bolshe-
viks who only recently had demanded an end to the war
and were now calling on the people to take up arms.

But the workers and peasants remembered too well not
only the ordeals of the imperialist war, but also their un-
bearable life before the Revolution. It was the Bolsheviks
who had opened their eyes to their sorry plight of slaves
under the oppression of capitalists and big landowners. And
it was the Bolsheviks who had showed the working people
that the world war had been waged not for the homeland,
but for the profits and privileges of the oppressors they
overthrew in October 1917. The people upheld the cause
of the Bolsheviks: the German imperialists together with the
imperialists of the whole world were again set on reinstat-
ing oppression and bondage.

The appeal to stand up for the defense of the socialist
homeland stirred up the working class, the revolutionary
soldiers and sailors. The whistles of factories, locomotives
and ships sounded alarm all over Petrograd. Groups of
armed workers hurried to the headquarters of the Revolu-
tion at the Smolny Institute, to the district Party commit-
tees and Soviets. Everywhere at mass meetings the work-
ers enlisted in the Red Army. In Petrograd, within several
days, 60,000 men were mobilized, of which 20,000 were
sent to the front line. In Moscow, 20,000 men joined the
Red Army. Dozens of new Red Army detachments were
raised in the Ukraine, the Urals, Byelorussia and the Volga
Region.

! V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 27, p. 30.
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The German forces approached Pskov and Narva, and
posed a direct threat to Petrograd. The first Red Army
regiments, along with the Red Guard and workers’ (1emch—
ments, manned the defenses and engaged the enemy In
bitter fighting.

The German advance on Petrograd was stemmed on Feb-
ruary 23 (now a national holiday, the Soviet Army Day).
In the Ukraine and Byelorussia the newly formed Soviet
regiments put up stiff resistance to the German invaders.
The plans of the German imperialists to finish with Soviet
power at one stroke failed. Afraid lest the hostilities tum
into a long drawn-out war, the German command was
forced to call off the offensive and agree to conclude peace.
On March 3, 1918 the Brest Peace Treaty was signed. The
terms of the peace were forbiddingly harsh for the Soviets:
the country lost large territories, but it had to take this
step, because it desperately needed a respite.

The Party and government used the respite to strengthen
Soviet power and the country’s defense capability, restore
the war-ravaged economy, and set going industrial produc-
tion, transport and food supplies.

The building of the Red Army was continued: a system
of bodies of military command was set up, a single organi-
zation of troops was introduced, and the numerous detach-
ments were brought together to form regular regiments,
brigades and divisions. The Vsevobuch system of general
military training was set up, under which every working
man had to undergo a two-week part-time course of train-
ing.

The Revolutionary Military Council of the Republic
(RMC) and the All-Russia General Headquarters, the su-
preme executive military body, were established, and the
post of Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the
Republic was created. Through these bodies the Party
exercised direct leadership of military operations.

The Party and the Soviet government organized produc-
tion of military equipment and armaments, which the new
army needed badly, because a considerable part of the old
army’s materiel and many of the munitions factories were
seized by the counterrevolutionary troops and the German
Interventionists.

At that time the Red Army was equipped with artillery,
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