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THE STALIN CONSTITUTION

THE consTITUTION of a country is its fundamental
law. The present Constitution of the US.S.R. was
adopted at the Extraordinary Eighth Congress of
Soviets of the U.S.S.R. on December 5, 1936. It
has been popularly named the Stalin Constitution
after its author, Comrade Stalin.

The Stalin Constitution concisely sets forth the
fundamental principles of the new, socialist system
of society and of the new, Soviet structure of our
multinational state. Ours is the first country in the
hismry of mankind to have established such a
ystem, such a structure of society, Herein lies the
Supreme, historic importance of the Stalin Consti-
tution.

The Soviet Constitution registers and gives
legislative embodiment 1o what has already been
Won and actually achieved.
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The first Soviet COTla[]f'HllOE’I r’.va\\n up under
the guidance of V. I. Lenin and J. V. %1]111 was
adopted by the Fifth /\]ll{us Icm {nngu‘n of
Soviets on July 10, 1918. What did it record and
what did it enact into law?

It speaks of the transfer of all state power to
the Soviets, of equal rights possessed by all peoples
inhabiting our country, of the transfer of all land

¥ fer of and,

its natural deposils and its forests and walers to
the whole of the people as their common property;
it speaks of ‘the transfer of the banks to the state
of the workers and peasants, of workers’ control
over industrial, trading and agricultural enter prises,
and of the organization of central and local organs
Of FJ(}\-’]EI_ pf}‘\-e?‘ i

But the Constilution of 1918 & says nothing ahout
recording the establishment of a socialist svstem
in our country. Too litile time had elapsed Jsir;r-e
the conquest of pc'zwer to enable the whole country
to be reconstructed and placed on a socialist foot-
ing. In his report to the Fifth All-Russian Coneoress
of 5 J\'JEL,b Lenin said: n

...we do not yet know of a Socialism that can
be put into paragraphs of law.”

In 1922 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was formed. A new Constitution, the first Constity-
tion of the U.SS.R., was drawn up under the
guidance of V. I. Lenin and J. V. Stalin, and was
adopted on January 31, 1924 by the Second All-

g

Union Congress of Soviets. It ordained and record-
ed the formation of a federal Soviet State, the
formation of new, all-Union organs of state power
and state administration.

But in this Constitution too you will find nothing
concerning the embhodiment of a socialist system,
At that time Socialism was still in the making,

The first and sccond Stalin Five-Year Plans
(1928-1937) radically altered the whole economy
of our couniry. During these years a new, socialist
industry was crealed in the U.5.5.R.. the collective-
farm system emerged victorious, and the socialist
ownership of the means of production was estab-
lished throughout the national economy as the basis
of Soviet society. During this period the relation
of class forces in our country changed completely:
all exploiting classes were abolished and the ex-
ploitation of man by man eliminated. The working
class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia were
utterly transformed. The friendship and fraternal
cooperation between the peoples of the Soviet
Union gained strength. The victory of Socialism in
the UU.S.S.R. made possible the further democratiza-
ton of the Soviet electoral system.

All these great changes in the life of our country
are reflected in the Stalin Constitution, It briefly
records the facts denoting the (‘r}mph'h* liberation
of the working people of the U.S.S.R. from capital-
ist bondage, the victory of Socialism in the Soviet
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Union and its fully developed and strictly consistent
democracy (government of and by the people).

All organs of state power and state administra-
tion in our country are formed in accordance with
the Constitution. The Constitution is the basis upon
which all Soviet bodies and institutions function
and all Soviet laws are adopted, And it is the Con-
stitution which establishes the principal rights and
duties of Soviet citizens,

Speaking on the significance of our Constitution,
Comrade Stalin said:

“After the path of struggle and privation that
has been traversed, it is pleasant and joyful to have
our Constitution, which treats of the fruits of our
victories. It is pleasant and joyful to know what
our people fought for and how they achieved this
victory of world-wide historical importance, It is
pleasant and joyful to know that the blood our
people shed so plentifully was not shed in vain,
that it has produced results, This arms our working
class, our Peasantry, our working intelligentsia
spiritually. It impels them forward and rouses a
sense of legitimate pride. It increases confidence in
our strength and mobilizes us for fresh struggles
for the achievement of new victories of Commu-
nism.”

The international significance of our Constitution
is also great. On acquainting themselves with its
contents, the labouring masses abroad come to

i2

tegard it as the wncarnation of all their long-
cherished hopes and expectations, and derive from
it the strength to fAght for their own en;ar;]cm;rzr;fl.

Every Soviet citizen ought to know the Sta in
Constitution. as it is the fundamental law of his
country and a great historical document attesting
to the victory of Socialism and genuine dc.mocr:.wy
in the Soviet Union, as it is the banner of liberation
and of friendship among the peoples.




COHAPTER I

SOVIET SOCIALIST SOCIETY

‘w‘-"{’

SOCIALISM IN THE EVERYDAY LIFE
OF THE PEOPLE

THI-IRE Was a time when Socialism was merely a
theory, a doctrine, and the question of whether it
could be pur into practice was much disputed. Now
Socialism has already been built in the USSR,
Socialism has become part and parcel of the ey
day ‘Iife of the peoples of the Soviet Union.

:S(}cia]ism In practice means the absence
ploitation and oppression of man by man, the
abolition of unemployment and duslitut;‘on, un,intcr-
rupted progress in the welfare and culture of the
popular masses. Socialism in practice implies t

ey }r.

of ex-

he

new relations that have taken shape in our society.
'y,

relations of cooperation and mutual assistance
among people free from exploitation, Socialism in

practice means the proud consciousness of the fact

i3

that you work for yourself and for a soctety
1
tt

composed of workpeople like yourself, that you

are a [ull-fledged member of this society, that
you are master of your couniry and of all its
wealth,

Comrade Stalin has said:

“Qur mills and factories are being run without
capitalists. The work is directed by men and
women of the people. That is what we call Socialism
in practice. In our fields the tillers of the land
work without landlords and without kulaks. The
work is directed by men and women of the people.
This is what we call Socialism in daily life, this is
what we call a free, socialist life.”

There is no difficulty in corroborating Stalin’s
words with facts culled [rom Ilife. There is, for
instance, the Korobov family, famous throughout
the Soviet Union, The father, I. G. Korohov, born
in 1882, iz an old blast-furnace man, his trade
being one that has run in the family for genera-
tions, When a boy he attended elementary school
for two winter seasons and then got a job hauling
ore. Thanks to his resourcefulness and perseverance
he managed to be promoted to foreman, a rare
occurrence in the old days. Since 1918 he has been
head foreman in the blast-furnace department at
the Kirov Plant in Makeyevka,

In 1937 the people elected I. G. Korobov a
Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian
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Soviet Socialist Republie, and in 1916 a Deputy
to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.8.R.

Korobov’s three sons, graduates of Soviet univer-
sities. now hold responsible positions, Nikolai Ko-
robov is the director of the State Institute for the
Designing of Metallurgical Plants. Pavel Koroboy
is Vice-Minister of the Iron and Steel Industry.
In 1937 he was elected Deputy to the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.5.R., and was re-clected in 1946,
The third son, llya, is the director of the huge
Petrovsky Steel Mill in the Ukraine,

After one of the metallurgists’ conferences in
Moscow, Comrade Stalin. at a reception held in the
Kremlin, pronounced a toast in honour of the old
and new blast-furnace department workers, and in
honour of the whole Korobov family. Then, turi-
ing to Korobov senior, he said in his friendly
way:

“Well done! Thanks for raising such a family.”

“It’s all right saying ‘well done,’” replied Ko-
robov, “but if it hadn’t been for the Soviet system
there would have been nothing well done about
me!”

The leaders of our industry stem from the work-
ing class and the peasaniry, and also from the
intelligentsia,

The same applies to agriculture.

Let us illustrate the point with the Timiryazev
Collective Farm [kolkhoz], in Gorodets District,
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Gorky Region. It is a small town in itself, with
substantial tile-covered buildings, an electric power
station and waler works, a club, school, hospital

Xy
maternity home, kindergariens and nurseries, and
a diversity of cultural establishments. A huge
stretch of land consisting of 3,189 hectares has
been assigned to this kolbhoz by government deed
for its perpetual use, The collective farm has five
departments: a dairy, a hog-raising, a sheep-raising
and a poultry farm, and a stud farm breeding

pedigree race horses, In addition the collective

]
farm owns a number of subsidiary enterprises: a
windmill, a steam mill, a creamery, a brickkiln and
tilery, a pottery, a shoe and felt-boot shop, a wood-
working shop and an apiary.

This complex, handsomely-provided public es-
tablishment is directed by a local peasant named
I. A. Emelyanov, who was born in 1801 in the
village of ivedkovo. He organized this collective
farm in 1930, became its chairman and has been
regularly re-elected to this post ever since, In 1930,
too, he was admitted to the Communist Party.

Examples like this can be cited without end.
They all confirm the fact that in the Soviet Union
the working people themselves carry on their social-
ist economy, and cs ry on without capitalistz and
without landlords; that in 1 iet Union a just,
socialist =ysk f society, that systera for which
thousands of the ; Yo




laid down their lives, has actually been re
under the leadership of the Bolshevik Par

Let us examine now the siructure of
society.

SOCIALIST PROPERTY

On May Day of 1919, V. I. Lenin, speaking in
the Red Square in Moscow, told the people:

“Our grandchildren will regard the documents
and memorials of the epoch of the capitalist system
as curiosities. It will be dillicult for them to picture
to themselves how the trade in arlicles of prime
necessity could be in private hands, how the facto-
ries and works could belong to individual persons,
how one man could exploit another, how there
could be people who did net work.”

And indeed it is very difficult for our youth,
born and bred under Soviet rule, to imagine the
system of society that prevailed in tsarist Russia,
where the factories and mills, the instruments and
means of production, the fields, meadows and
mountains, the forests and waters were the private
property of the idle rich, while the millions of
workers and poor peasants eked out a starvation
existence, as they had to sell their labour-power to
the capitalists, the landlords and the kulaks,

Here, for instance, we have hefore us the pay-
book of Yegor Vlasov, a worker of the Putiloy
Plant. The book states that Vlasov was getting a
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wage of 50 kopeks a day, making 6 rubles and

50 kopeks a fortnight. From this sum there were

deducted 5 rubles 43 kopeks for food, hought on
eredit at the factory store, and 13 kopeks for the
church, 94 kopeks being paid to him in cash,

Thus we see that a worker drudging for a capi-
talist from early morning till late in the day used
to receive (be “food”) less than 2 rubles
a month with satisfy all his other nceds.

The following
Factory in St. Petersburg. A worker named Yefim
Lakhnov was riveting a boiler that was suspended
from the chain of a jib crane. The worker noticed
that the chain was giving and went to tell the shop
superintendent, The latter only shouted at him to
get on with the job. Before an hour went by the
boiler came down with a terrible crash—the de-
fective chain had snapped. The workers rushed to
the scene but were too late to do anything for their
comrade. He had been crushed to death. The
superintendent, who was standing nearby, smoking,
remarked to the engineer:

“What a pity, there’s a dent in the boiler now!”

The boiler, you see, cost its owner money,
whereas the life of his worker cost him nothing.
Any number of other workers were ready to take
the dead man’s place,

The mass of the peasants, too, led a very hard
life. The landlords had seized vast stretches of land.
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The less than 30,000 large landed proprietors owned
as much land as the 10,000,000 poor peasants, For
example, in the village of Sanskoye, Province of
Ryazan, the landlord Podlazoy alone had twice as
much land as 918 of the local peasant houscholds,
The peasanis had 1o work for o pittance for the land.
lord, lease land from him, become sharecroppers on
his estate, his share, mearned, being half the crop.

The old workers and peasants experienced all
the horrors of the bourgeois and landlord system
based on private property. Butb the Soviet youth
haz never set eye on capitalists or landlor ;
childhood it has been accustomed 1o an entiy
ferent gystem, a syster

What is meant by socialist property?

According to the Sialin Constitution, the land,
its mineral wealth, walers, for 5ts, mines, mills,
factories, state farms, machine and tractor stations,
banks, rail, water and air transport, communica-
tions (post, telegrap} telephone, radio), municipal

s and the bulk of the dwel ling houses in
the cities are all state, socialist property, that is,
tole people,
ws the bulk and principal part of

of production in our cot ntry are state,
properly,

The buildings and est

cooperative

ve

D63

wls

their livestock departments, constitute cooperative
and colleciive-farm socialist property,

The great importance of cooperative and collec-
tive-farm socialisl properly appears {rom the fact
that the vast majorily of peasant farms in our
eountry have been united into colleciive farms. In
1940 almost 97 per cent of the total number of
farm houzeholds belongzed to collective farms,

Under Soviet law, individual peasanls and
handicra{tsmen may cach have a small private es-
tablishment of their own on condition that it is
operated by their own labour only, that is, without
exploiling the labour of others.

Soviet law likewisc protects the personal prop-
erty right of all cilizens in their incomes and
savings from work, in their dwelling houses,
their subsidiary home enterprises, their household
goods and their articles of personal use and con-
venience, Soviet law also safeguards the right of
inheritance of personal property.

Socialist economy based on socialist property,
that is, property belonging to the state or to co-
operatives and collective farms, holds the dominant
Position in our country. It is of decisive importance
in the life of the people and is the principal source
of the well-being of Soviet citizens,

Every one of us should clearly realize the \"us.t
importance of socialist property for the working
People, for our counlry, for our state.

2l




Why can nobody in our country force any one
to work for him?

For the simple reason that the land. the instru-
ments and other means of production in our country
constilute socialisz and not private property.

. Why is there no unemployment or pauperism
in our couniry?

_ Because in our country the land, mills, factories,
mines, banks, transport and communications,
printing presses, schools, librarics, theatres, cine-
mas, hospitals, sanatoria and so forth are sécialist
property. They all serve the working people, are
there for their benefit, and are not a means of
enriching private proprietors, as is the case in
capitalist countries,

Why was our formerly backward country frans-
formed. in an unprecedentedly short period of time,
into one of the strongest powers in the world, a
power capable of defending is liberty and uphold-
ing its independence in the struggle against f:
Germany and imperialist Japan?

Because its system of socialist owne ]
(Eus!ry
and a highly productive agriculture operated on
the largest scale in the world, and on which we
provided excellent equipment and ample supplies
for the Red Army,

as the basis on which we set up a powerful in

Socialist ownership is the foundation of our
eniire sociab system. And herein lies its strength,
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this constitutes the radical difference between it and
the capitalist system, which is based on the private
ownership of the instruments and means of produc-
tion.

TWO FORMS OF SOCIALIST PROPERTY

As we have seen, the Stalin Constitution speaks
of two forms of socialist property: state property,
and cooperative and collective-farm property. Why
have we two forms and not one form of socialist
property?

The old industrial and large-scale agriculiural
enterprises were taken away from the capilalists
and landlords and made the property of the Soviet
State. In the periods covered by the Stalin Five-
Year Plans a very great number of new factories
and mills, coal and ore mines, oil wells and large
electric power stations have been built in our
country, while in agriculture many state farms and

machine and tractor stations have heen set up. All

these e .es have been established by using
the human and material resources of the Soviet
State. The very land on which they are located
belongs io the state. It is therefore guite compre:
hensible that all these enterprises and their entire
output are stale property, that is, belong to the
whole people.

Now take the collcctive farms with all their
fields and departments, their implements of pro-
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duction and their buildings and establishmenis
How did they originate? ]—‘at,h collective farm w:
built up from the tesources of ils members,
peasanis who formed it, the state supplying u"
and leadsrship, Each was formed by the voluntary
pooling of the principal means of production, 1]

J\.}J{mr—;:ower and the land allotmenis of the con-

stituent peasant families i in order to constitute
‘mrfl.\ collective economy, the ﬁ{'rn,f!(),,, or collect
farm {um‘[\« all the equipment of the collective

end all its nmput are the common property
® peasants who organized the Loﬂsdnre farm,
hL Iailr} on \-'h‘ch 1‘ne colmc'

col 'cc.i\x farm J)y a :,‘pt.c‘al deed for its gl'atuitous
use in perpety ity,

Hence the existence in our cou ntry of two forms
of socialist property is of historical origin. It is
intimately connected with the different origins of

our socialist enterprises: the state enlerprises, on

the one hand, and the cooperative and collective-
farm enterprises, on the other,

There are also other differences between state
enterprises and cooperative and collective-farm
enlerprises,

Who owna the state enterprize? The Sovies Staie

viet authorities appoint the director to manage
the enterprise. The workers and other employees of
the enterprise are paid by the state in accordance

9
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with the quantity and quality of the work each
lml;rolt_ini\-ho owns the collective farth? The peasants
who are its members own it cc:ﬂlccﬂi1.:fii?-'. Iis afFan-.
are managed by the general meeting of its members,
and between meelings the ctﬂh‘:-.:tl:.-c-farm man-
agement, elecled by the general meeling. -
The collective farm musi meet certain ohligatior

to the state: pay its monetary taxes, deliver (that‘
is, sell at a fixed price) to the slale :iuch paft.r_.\‘?
its produce as is prescribed by law, The coilectz‘\ e
farm must pay, in kind and in money, to t!}c state-
owned machine and tractor staiion for \lvork (;or“.a:.
But only a small part of the CUHC(.:TI\«'(T' farm_s
income goes in discharge of these obligations .-"\‘ll
the vest of the collective income of the peasanis
forming the kolkhoz is dispa};?e(? of by thc:n .caileif_-a
tively at their discretion, as is set forth in the
Agricultural Artel Rules.* ; ;

The collective farmers do not receive any wages
from tixc state, as do the workers of a factory or nf:
a state farm (an agricultural enterpz ’HE\OW]]E{] and
operated by the state). The colleclive ia.rm':-:rs J:Ll'(i
paid for their work out of the income of their

# Agricultural Artel Rules. The Rules of the ;‘(:]r:fll
tural Artel [M:Imrm—mﬂ“[tlw farm), adopted by the “,]:
etal meeting of collective farmers, reg |ah’_'_rht ;k(l\ll!

¥ [ : zation of lahour,
, discipline, ete.).




collective farm at the end of the agricultural year,
at which time this income is determined, Payment
is made both in money and in kind (produce) on
the basis of“workday units”* worked, and corre-
sponds to the quontity and quality of work each
collective-farm member has contributed to the
collective enterprise.

In addition to his income from the common, col-
lective-farm enterprise, each collective farmer de-
rives an income from the farming he does privately
on his small subsidiary plot of land altached, un-
der the Constitution, to his dwelling (his private
cattle, truck garden, orchard, etc.). Collective farms
as such and their members individually may freely
sell their surplus produce on the market.

Such are the differences between our state and

cooperative and collective-farm enterprises.

se differences are very important. However, there

is no fundamental difference between the two forms

of enterp in our country. The underlying prin-

ciples which govern both are the same. What are
these principles?

The means of production in both categories of
enterprises are public, and not private, property.
In state enterprizes they belong o the whole people,
that is to the whole of society; in cooperative and
collective-farm enterprises they belong to separate

* Workday wunit is employed for measuring labour
in the collective farms.
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public organizations. But in either case the means
of production in our country are public, socialist
property. ; e
Whether the enterprise in question is sfate
] e & - T £ “'_‘1 T,
pwned or owned by a cooperative scciely or 5‘1[1] c
tive farm, the people working in it are engaged in
public, not private, economy. Whether the enlerprise
- K N % # ] ‘ !_i ‘%
in question belongs to the whole people; tnat &

. ietvy - inole nubli roan-
the whole of society, or lo a singic pu.})—én: organ
are paid for their

ization, the pecple engaged in r
work according to the general socialist principle
recorded in the Stalin Constitution:

“From each according to his abilily, to each ac-
cording to his work.” 1 .

srprises are conducted in ac-

cle national-cconomic plan in

the interests of t working people, of Soviet
society, of the Sov Jlate.

Thus, although different in form, our state and
our cooperative and collective-farm z;:n‘.‘s:rpa::::‘scs are
identical in their socialist essence. In neither of
these two kinds of rprises is the expl
of man by man possible,

The state socialist enterprises serve as models c?F
large-scale machine-operated socialist .CC';JHOY e
units for the collective farms and cooperatives.

The cooperative and cc]!cv:ti\-'e-larm t;c'mai:st
enterprises were the medium through x-?-'lucnn the
Peasants came to Socialism. The collective farms
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