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REPORT OF A VISIT TO
SOVIET RUSSIA

FOREWORD

In conjunction with the Mineworkers' Federation of Great Britain,
the Durham Miners’ Association, when approached to send a delegation
to Russia, readily assented. The conflicting statements as to the efforts
being made and the possibilities of Russia founding a Socialist State in
the midst of an antagonistic world capitalism was considered to be a
sufficient justification for sending a delegation to investigate for them-
selves as to whether the venture was being successful or otherwise.

Animated with a real spirit of inquiry, our delegation went out as
students with open minds to observe and learn lessons from the projects
and experiments being conducted in U.S.S.R. in its efforts to organise
its social and economic life on a co-operative basis. They have been,
have seen for themselves, have formed conclusions, as we expected they
would, and have carefully written a report. Our Executive Committee
have been impressed with this report, and they have decided to have the
document printed and published.

The report is written with commendable clarity, and is well worth
reading and thinking over. It is desirable that both the biased and
unbiased should read it. It makes no pretence at being a complete
survey of the social and economic conditions of mining in Russia, the
visit was far too brief for any such purpose. Nevertheless, the report
indicates a sincere desire to understand and discloses powers of close
observation. It fully appreciates the enormous task which confronted
the U1.S.5.R. from the beginning, yet it has been seen that formidable
as was the heritage handed to the people of Russia, it has been tackled
with such courage and faith that they are winning through to the
establishment of a new social order.

The report is not a vague generalisation on abstract ideas, but is a
witness to concrete results from applied principles. One of the delegation
had had the privilege of a visit to Russia in 1931, and had, therefore, the
advantage of being able to compare conditions of 1931 with those pre-
vailing in 1936. The report bears testimony to the change.
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The observations of the delegation regarding methods and conditions
in the Russian mines need no comment of mine. They were all practical
miners, and the bulk of their time in Russia was spent in making close
investigations down the various mines which they visited. They were
quite capable of forming unbiased opinions for themselves.

It is definitely noted that each step in the progress of Russia benefits
the common people. It could not be otherwise, as they are all share-
holders in the State and any benefit to the State is a benefit to the
individual. They are gradually raising the standard of living of all
the people because they are not dominated by the motive which is the
force in capitalist society, the making of private profits. Rent, Interest
and Profit are not the goals to which all effort is directed.

In contradistinction to Britain, theintroduction of science and machinery
to industry is welcomed by the workers because the burdens of toil are
reduced thereby and the industrial progress is reflected in an improved
status for all, instead of the increased wealth being diverted to the
benefit of an unproductive few.

The report fully realises that Russia is still in the throes of a transition
period, but they are forging ahead with courage. Transport is being
improved ; indeed, the whole of the State is being organised with the
faith and assurance that poverty can be banished. Of special interest
to miners are the parts of the report dealing with Trade Unions, Holidays
with Pay, Pensions, Workmen's Compensation, Hours of Labour,
Safety in Mines and Mines Inspections,

We hope that the report will be widely read, not only by the miners of
Durham, but by mineworkers throughout Great Britain. It ought to be
read by all students of the working class movement, as it is full of ideas
as well as facts. It will engender in the minds of all a great desire for
world peace and a kindlier feeling towards the workers of other lands.

We appreciate the kindness and assistance given to the delegation
by our Russian friends.
Joun E. SwWaN,
General Secretary, Durham Miners’ Association.

Red Hill,
Durham City.

February 28, 1937.
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A VISIT TO SOVIET RUSSIA

N s_ubmitting to you this report of our visit to Soviet Russia, we

desire to say at once that we have received no special training as

investigators, and are fully conscious of our limitations in putting
adequately before you the many matters dealt with in the Report, We
hope, nevertheless, that we may claim to be practical men, that we
have fair judgment, a sense of values and are possessed in some
measure of the hard common sense of our own people. We hop'e, also,
that ‘we are not devoid of a sense of humour, a quality which we
consider to be not the least of the attributes that are necessary to an
investigation of this character,

.1%1 this Report we have tried to avoid sensationalism, or any
straining after literary effect, and have endeavoured to record our
impressions as simply, frankly, and as honestly as we possibly can.
We adopted the same attitude in our dealings with our Russian
comrades, When we disagreed with them we told them so. On the
other_hand, when we found conditions which, in our opinion, were
superior to those of ottr own country, we expressed our views with the
same directness, We were pitmen among pitmen; and we found that
plain speaking, provided it was based on a balanced judgment, was
greatly appreciated.,

THE OUTWARD VOYAGE

We left Hay’s Wharf, Tilbury, on the m.s. “Sibier,” on Saturday,
Ocitober 31, There were forty-three passengers on board, consisting
ch;éf!y of tourists and Russian citizens. The latter were returning to
Russia after completing their business in this cotntry, and among them
were members of the Lenigrad Soviet, or City Council, who had been
visiting London in order to study the work of the London County
Cou:ncil‘ An interesting group among the passengers was an American
family of Russian extraction—a mother and two girls. They were on
their way to join the father of the family, who was at work in the Soviet
I{'mon. Both girls had been born in New York City, and the eldest, a
girl of 17, was not at all keen on the prospect which was opening out
before her, Another interesting personality was an English engineer
who I!ad worked in Russia three years ago. Asked why he was
yeturning, he said: “Oh, I don’t know; except that there's something
in the spirit of the whole thing that pulls at one. Things are improving,
and, given peace, the country will go right ahead”

As compared with 1931, we noticed certain changes in the ship’s
arrangements. The wines, sweets and cigarettes sold on board were
now of Russian make; while the little fiags of the Soviet Union, which
are normally used for table decorations, now had a companion Union
;[ack. As in 19371, the food was remarkably good, and we were greatly
impressed with the cleanliness of the ship and the friendliness of the
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captain and crew. The food of the crew was all that could be desired
and their sleeping quarters were clean and commodious. They had
their own rest room, known as “Lenin’s Corner,” and their relations
with the commander were not only friendly, but in every way con-
ducive to that comradeship which one expects to find in a Socialist
state, ‘The captain, who was at o time in command of a.8. “K‘rassin,"
had received high honours from the Soviet Government, and, in 1925,
had been decorated by the German Government for saving a German
ship and 160 lives.

After running into some rough weather on the first few days of
our voyage,during which most of the delegation suffered severely from
sea-sickness, we entered the Kiel Canal on Monday, November 2. A
aumber of vessels, most of which were flying the Nazi flag, were
passing through at the time; and we noticed that, as the Ge'm'lan's.hips
passed each other, the pilots gave the Nazi salute in precise military
style. On our part, although we repeatedly waved a greeting to then},
we could get no response beyond a half-hearted gesture or two, and it
seemed as if the Germans had been told to pay no attention to the
Soviet flag; a striking change from 1931, when the people on the canal
banks often enthusiastically greeted the ships of the U.S.5.R. We
passed one vessel from the old country, and hearty cheers were given
and received,

Life on board was varied and entertaining, and on the Monday
evening we arranged a concert. This was very much enjoyed, many
splendid items being given by the passengers and crew. One of the
crew, a splendid dancer, gave us a very fine example of a Russ'xa.n
dance, and the ship's company sang a number of rollicking shanties.
We could not let this event pass without doing our bit for the old
country, and our songs, which included a number of north-country
airs, were well received. A very happy evening was terminated by
our joining hands and singing “Auld Lang Syne" and, for the captamn,
“He's a Jolly Good Fellow." :

The voyage on board the Soviet ship was a happy experience;
and, before disembarking at Leningrad, we expressed our thanks. to
the captain and crew in a letter which we all signed, and which
seemed to please them very much. We very deeply appreciated the
friendly and courteous way in which we were treated, and whenever
we thitik of our visit to Soviet Russia we shall always have very happy
memmoties of the outward voyage in the m.s. “Sibier.”

IN LENINGRAD

A CoMPARISON WITH 1031

On the Thursday morning we disembarked at Leni:_igrad, and
were given a welcome to the Soviet State by the officials of the
Leningrad Trade Union, whose band played us 2 welcome to the
U.S.S.R. Besides being a beautiful city, Lenmgrz_ld is one of .th_e
largest industrial centres in the Saviet Union and, incidentally, it is
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farther north than any other large industrial city in the world. As
compared with 1931, our first impression of Leningrad was that there
were decided improvements in the streets, shops, and the wearing
apparel of the people, and this impression was confirmed when we
made a tour of the streets later in the evening. The people looked
happier, better fed and much more active and alert, while the shops
were stocked with all kinds of goods and presented an appearance
very much like that of our own shops at Christmastime. In a working-
class city like Leningrad there is not a great variety in dress, but, here
again, many improvements were noted, and all the people were warmly
clad and booted, the children and young people being outstanding in
this respect. Scent and lipstick, while not general, were noticeable.

THE Kirov WORKs

We saw several new factories in the course of erection and many
old ones being enlarged and reconstructed. In the afternoon we paid
a visit to the Red Putilov Works, now called the Kirov Works. These
works produce tractors, rolling stock and heavy machinery, and
employ 32,000 workers, of whom 16,000 are women. The hours
worked are eight per day, including one hour for meals, the shifts
being 8am. to 4p.m., 4p.m. to 12pm. and 12 p.m, to §am,
Before entering or leaving the factory every worker must show a
Trade Union card with his or her photograph in the lefi-hand corner.
Some parts of the factory work a two-shift system, and the workers
have a holiday on every sixth day, Wages are paid on every hfteenth
day, the earnings being 316 roubles per months for skilled workers
angl an average of 145 roubles per month for unskilled workers. All
off-days and holidays are paid for.

We were informed that in the factory at the present time there
were goo expectant mothers, who would be given special care during
the pre-natal stage and for some time after their babies were born.
Expectant mothers are given light work for four months before the
time of childbirth, with no reduction in their standard of wages, and
for two months before and after the birth of the child, they are paid
full wages and not allowed to work at all, If she so desires, a mother
may also be sent to a Rest Home, where she may remain until she is
well enough to return to her own home.

In this particular factory there wete eight categories of workers,
each of whom were graded according to their skill. All the work was
donie on a piece basis, and there was very little absenteeism, Sickness
and injury did not affect the workers’ wages, but if a worker lost time
and was unable to give a satisfactory reason for his absence he
received only what his piece rates brought him for the days he was at
work. As is the custom in this country, sick notes are produced when
work is lost through illness, but in Russia, unlike this country, a
worker invariably receives his full wages when he loses work through
illness. -
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We were informed that the practice of providing free medical
accessories to the workers had now ceased. Investigation had proved
that much more than was actually required was asked for, and cases
had been discovered of workers having hoarded supplies which they
did not really want; so to counteract this non-social attitude, a small
charge of one rouble per month per prescription had been made to
each applicant for the medicine or ointment which they received.
The factory employed thirty-two doctors to attend to the needs of
the workers employed there, and much attention was given to preven-
tive measures, special clinics having been built within the grounds of
the factory so that attention could be given to workers who were
suffering in the early stages of a disease. “

The menu in the workers’ restaurant showed that a good variety
of food was provided for the workmen, Meals were served to all who
desired to have them and the charge made was in accordance with the
amount of wages received by each particular diner, Naturally, those
who earned big wages could afford the better quality meals, We
examined the food and the factory kitchens, and found the food to be
both good and appetising and the kitchens clean and well kept. The
following menu shows one of the better quality meals:—

1st Course Roubles
Soup with Meat .. o6 60 a5 1}
Peas and Potk Scup 00 50 50 1}
Chicken Soup 50 - e 50 1}
and Course
Cutlets 93 ot an o6 es 305

White Fish (fried) .. ae 86 +a 3053
Chops and Potatoes . . o 5. e 3.0%
Beef .. 04 - a0 a0 of - EXH

ard Course Capecks
Baked Apples and Syrup .. . a0 8o
Cream and Jelly .. e o 55 8o

This meal would cost just over five roubles, and a better quality
meal, which would include herring or ham, would cost 7} roubles,

The cheaper meals, the quality of which was not so good as in
the first menu, included:—

1st Course Copecks
Soup, or B3 o 90 50 ‘e 22
Peas and Potatoes .. 59 50 .- 35
Borch Soup .. o0 50 60 a6 55

and Course
Cutlets with Porridge a0 8 A a5
Melton Chops, or .. a0 80 a6 40
Porridge with Butter, or .. s e 6g
Fried Fish and Potatoes, or .. 1 Rb. 15 Cpks.
Pork Chops .. 50 50 «+ 1 Rb, 65 Cpks.

3rd Course Copecks
Fruit Salad, or s a5 0.4 o 28
Coffee 50 Az

a5 30 . 35
{100 Copecks =one Rouble)
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For the worker technicians, the most skilled of all the workets,
meals were provided which cost between nine and ten roubles, and
special meals were also provided for those workers who suffered from
stomach troubles or were in need of a special diet. The worker who
earned low wages, therefore, could still obtain a substantial meal at
prices which were within his reach, and it was obvious that the meals
were appetising and enjoyed by the workers.

We discovered later that the majority of the children in the
children’s créches were those of the poorer paid workers, and that the
worker's Trade Union paid for the majority of the children who were
cared for in these créches, the cost being from twenty-five to thirty-five
roubles per head per month. The chairman of the works frankly
admitted that the problem of the women presented many difficulties,
and it was considered a very important question. There were not
enough skilled people to cater for work of this kind.

The social side of the works was catered for by a huge worker’s
club, which had not been erected in 1931, and was still incomplete at
the time of our visit. Many aspects of social life were reflected here,
including the production of opera and ballet dancing; and, at the
invitation of the Moscow Ward of the Leningrad Soviet, we visited
the club on the eve of the Revolution celebrations, when, after the
speech making was finished, the soldiers and airmen of the Red Army
and the children of the Pioneer Movement gave a concert. To see the
workers at these meetings, to watch the dancing and playing of the
army units and to hear their singing was to understand just how keen
these people feel about the construction of their new order.

MOSCOW

Tue MerTING IN THE OPERA HOUSE

We left Leningrad on Friday morning, November 6, by the
Moscow express. This train is cailed the “Red Arrow,” and is manned
entirely by young Communists. Every facility was provided on the
train for the comfort and convenience of the passengers, and the
service was very good. We arrived in Moscow at 11.30a.m., and
were met at the station by the officials of the Coalminers’ Union. At
the invitation of the Moscow Trade Unions we attended the Opera
House (now called the Bolshoi Theatre) to hear an address given by
M. I. Kalinin, Chairman of the Central Executive Committee of the
US.S.R. All the important members of the Presidium, including
Stalin, were present. Stalin was dressed in a kahki coloured tunic and
looked remarkably fit and well. He received a great reception, and
there was no mistaking the affection the people had for him. Those
newspapets who have reported him to be a sick man would have had a
great surprise had they seen how well and fit he looked. The lighting
arrangements were very good indeed, and on the stage Red Army units
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formed a b'odyguard. Feature decorations were everywhere, red
predominating.

Kalinin, in his report, made important statements on Fascism,
on the recent Trotskyite—Zinovyevite trial and on the need for

increasing the production of wheat and other agricultural produce.
He said:— ‘

“'I:here 15 reasorl 10 believe that Fascism will not succeed in capturing
power in Spain in spite of the fact that it is supported by all the reactionary
powers therg. The whole counter-revolution has united under the flag of
Fasczsn} against the Spanish people. Colossal means are directed to the
stranglmg of the heroic defenders of the Spanish Republic, and yet the
Spanish people are showing exceptional resistance. This shows what mighty
for?es are latent in it. The Fascists are sowing the wind and will reap the
whlr!wmd which sooner or later will sweep away the régimé of capitalism
and its frantic defenders.”

Kalinin’s remarks on the trial were very interesting.

“The pic.ture that was unfolded at the Court Sessions aroused a feeling
9f consternation and indignarion on the part of every Soviet citizen, and
indeed, it could not be otherwise, It is difficult to find stronger words thzu;
those with which the accused branded their crimes. The betrayers of the
party, traitors of the Fatherland, were associated with the basest enemies of
the §9v1et S_tat.e; they fulfilled the instructions of foreign secret service
participated in subversive acts and wrecking, organised a number of attempt;
upon the proletariat, killed Comrade Kirov and on the day after the murder
wrote sympathetic obituary notices of his death. Worst of all, they stood in
m_ge guard of honour and, in front of all, they gave expression to their false
grief,

“The climax was the court trial, where each accused the other and where
before the people, all repented of their crimes, But here, too, as if to plac;.
the s'ea.l of villainy on the last days of their lives, they deceived the court and
deceived the people. The question involutionary arises, how could people
degenerate to such a life? Lenin once said that any opposition, if it is not

oombat_ed in time, inexorably rolls down into the embrace of the counter-
revolution.

“At the trial the criminals painstakingly tried to show that they had no
platform, no programme of activity and all they sought was an empty striving
for power, and that, having beheaded the Soviet power, they would have
continued its policy. Are these not tales for children? Who will believe that
peop}e who had betrayed Marxism, who had become the agents of the
Fascist secret service, would desire to limit their criminal activities merely
to removing the people who are hateful to them?

"‘They needed these tales as a smoke-screen behind which they wanted
to hxd_e their counter-revolutionary activities and their political programme
of action directed against Socialism and the people. And, indeed, who will
believe that Trotsky and those who were with him had no programme?
They hz}d a programme, but it was impossible for them to show it to the
people, nppossible for them to publish i, for its publication would reveal to
the most inexperienced person in politics that it was a programme of counter-

revolution. It is not the first time that counter- Juti i i
L nter-revolution has hidden itself

"People I‘onk for a written document—a futile task. The old
proverb says, * Tell me who your friends are, and T will tell you what you
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are’ ‘The connection of the Trotskyites with the Fascists and F ascist
methods of struggle—are they not a document? That is just where the mattet
lies. Such documents are not written on paper, but are drawn up under four
eyes and agreed upon in whispers, and their essence is the restoration of the
capitalist order in our country. No matter how his bourgeoise adherents
whitewash him in Europe, no matter how they slur over the facts, Trotsky
will not succeed in getting away from the fact that the Trotskyites are a
fighting detachment of the international counter-revolution, a detachment
capable of any villainy, of any infamy against Socialism,

“The enemies of the Soviet people did not succeed, and will not succeed,
in tearing out of the hands of the party the victorious banner of Marxism and
Leninism. No matter how our enemies rage, they are powerless to halt the
mighty tread of Socialism. The party of Lenin-Stalin is strong and mono-
lithic a5 never before. It is firmly leading the country on to a joyful, happy
life. With such a party our Soviet people are invincible, and will be able to
defend their interests no matter who may attack them."

Dealing with the need for increased agricultural production,
Kalinin said that they must aim at a production of 7,000,000,000—
8,000,000,000 poods, for the increase in the population made that
necessary. The yearly nett increase in births was 3,500,000, and soon
the Soviet Union would be within reach of a population numbering
200,000,000 persons, Stalin did not speak, and the report was
enthusiastically received by the audience, Judging from the applause
they received, one got the impressiont that Stalin and Kaganovitch
were the most popular leaders.

After the report was given the members of the Moscow Soviet
left the stage, and it was cleared for the concert which followed. The
concert was given by workers, children, Red Army soldiers, Cossacks
from the Don and Kuban, the Moscow Trade Union Choir and the
Ballet Company of the Bolshoi Theatre. The entertainment was of the
highest type, so much so that it is difficult to convey our appreciation
of the performances. They were magnificent, and the colours, singing
and dancing were most fascinating. To see these children give gearly
an hour's performance and to see the enthusiasm of the people in the
six-tiered opera house was to witness an aspect of life in Soviet
Russia which was both startling and revealing. The children of the
Soviet Union are the new aristocracy of Russia, and the cultural
development of those we saw that night was of a very high standard.
The Russian people are winning through to better things; and while
in that pracess hard things had to be done and harsh measures some~
times adopted, the difficult times are now passed, and, in the words of
Stalin, “life is becoming more happy and joyous."

THE CELEBRATIONS
Tre MARcH THROUGH THE RED SQUARE

On the morning of the 7th we were early astir, for the celebrations
were fo be held on that day. We were taken by a pre-arranged route,
which had been reserved solely for those who were to occupy stands
in the square, and we arrived in our places at 9.45 a.m. Foreign

I0

Embassy representatives, tourists, and the workers who had been
elected to represent their fellow workmen had all to travel by this
route, and it would have been utterlyimpossible for any unauthorised
person to be present at the celebrations, for the organisation was a
very efficient one, The Russian workers had to show not only their
admittance cards but their factory passports containing their photo-
graphs, and our own credentials were examined four times, as were
those of all other persons,

We had a splendid view of the Red Square, which presented a
grim sight, The Square itself was plain and austere and the decorations
on the buildings were simple and dignified, All sections of the defence
forces of the U.S.S.R.—the navy, army and air force—were massed
in perfect formation throughout the whole length of the huge arena,
and behind them were representatives of the workers from all parts of
Russia. The streets leading to the Square were filled with workers'
militia, and at the moment their flags and banners were the only splash
of colour to break the greyness of the morning. Women moved in and
out of the assembled visiters and workers, selling hot coffee, sand-
wiches, fruit, chocolate and cigarettes, while high above, on the Krem-
lin Tower, floated the red flag. To our left stood Lenin’s mausoleum.
Just in front of us stood the Spanish delegation, about twenty-four
persons i all,including three wounded men and four women fighters.
At least six of the delegation carried bouquets of flowers, and one of the
wounded walked with the aid of crutches. They were all fine alert
looking people, who attracted much attention and were the cause of
much comment, Later, when the workers marched past, the cheers
for the Spanish people were deafening.

As 10 o'clock drew near an expectant hush feil upon the huge
crowd and the band commenced to get their instruments ready.
The Kremlin clock started to strike, and the echo had barely died
away when the massed bands struck up the “Internationale” A brief
silence followed, and then a horseman galloped out of the far Kremlin
Gate right across the Red Square. It was Voroshilov, the people's
Commissar for the defence of the U.S.S.R. and Marshal of the Soviet
Union, He proceeded to extend a welcome to each unit of the army
in turn, and each unit replied with its own particular slogan. Then he
rode to the side entrance and made a detour right round and back
into the Square. The cheering was tremendous. It was like thunder.
Time and time again the workers cheered as the Marshal addressed a
few brief words to them. His inspection finished, he dismounted and
addressed the troops:—

_ “The nineteenth year of the power of the Soviet will go down in history
as the yeat of the creation of the new Constitution of the U.S.8R., which
the people are correctly calling after its inspirer and creator, the Stalinist
Constitution. The victories of Socialism in the T.5.5.R. are magnificent, and
they will steadily grow and multiply. They arouse feelings of joy in our
brothers, the toilers of the world, and the gaze of the oppressed nations of
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all countries, of all advanced, all honest people of the world, is fixed with love
and hope on the country of Socialism, on the country of freed, victorious
labour,

“The mations of the world are feeling more and more sharply the
approach of a new imperialist war, and the worst enemies of the toilers—
the imperialists of every shade and denomination—are continuing their
frenzied preparations for new pillage and usurpations. Implaccable enemies
are preparing an attack on the U.S.SR. They dream of reducing our
flourishing Fatherland to a ruin, of ravaging our prosperous Socialist cities
and villages, of making slaves of the free citizens of the great Soviet Union.

“The progressive peoples of all lands fully realise that the Soviet State
is a powerful bulwark of peace throughout the world., We want peace in
order to continue the steady progress along the road of national well-being,
along the road of unchanging Socialist success. We are fighting for peace in
the interests of all humanity, but while defending the cause of peace, the
Soviet Government is ceaselessly working to strengthen the defeace of its
cotintry, and never will our enemies succeed in crossing the inviolate borders
of the Soviet land."

His words brought forth thunderous applause. Immediately he
had finished, the march past of the armed forces began. It was an
impressive sight. For an hour and a-half the military parade passed
through the Square; foot soldiers, cavalary, artillery, naval units,
motor-cyclists, tanks (large and small), anti-aircraft guns and armoured
cars all marched through in turn. Overhead we could see scores of
aeroplanes—huge four-engined types to single-seaters—and, suddenly,
out of the blue, shot twelve peculiarly shaped single-seater aeroplanes,
for all the world like flying fishes. The speed of these small 'planes
was terrific.

As soon as the military parade ceased, the march past of the
workers began. This part of the parade was perhaps the most im-
pressive of all, over 1,500,000 people taking part in the march through
the Square. They marched in nine columns of six to eight abreast,
and almost every other worker carried an emblem—a model of some
article produced in the factory, some produce of the earth, or a red
flag. Among the things carried in model form were ‘planes, tractors,
ships, railway locomotives, buses, dynamos, dirigibles, wheat, cotton,
rubber, textiles, apples, grapes, cucumbers and other fruits and
vegetables too numerous to mention. Coal, gold, iron-ore, everything
found in or on the earth seemed to be held aloft. It was an amazing
sight—a harvest festival on a huge scale.

Slogans and placards bearing huge photos of the Soviet leaders
were carried by the score, and humorous pictures on Fascism created
much laughter, One huge banner, borne by a dozen workers, read as
follows:—

“The future stretches straight and shining before us—a future where
old age and poverty has no terrors, where the treasures of culture are spread
out for everyone to share and where all this and all the increase in well-being
that daily makes itself felt is assured and guaranteed by the new Stalin
Constitution.”
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From 12 till 4 o'clock they marched, nearly 1,500,000 of them,
all humble workers with an aim and purpose in life. They marched
out of the Red Square and into the future.

THE AIR -Foncs

Moscow's 3,600,000 inhabitants live in twenty-three districts or
watrds, and on Sunday, November 8, we were invited to visit the Stalin
Ward and see the airport belonging to the district. There were thirty-
five aeroplanes there, but the aerodrome was not yet completed. In this
ward were 300 fully trained pilots, 347 persons who were in training as
pilots, Boo who were learning to become parachutists and a further 150
who were in training as expert gliders. All are normally employed
in the different factories, and workers of both sexes are taught after
their shift at the factory is completed. They learn not only the technical
side of aviation, but how to fly, to manipulate gliders and
to use a parachute. The young men and women are given equal
opportutities to become fully qualified pilots, and the parachutists are
taught to leap with complete military equipment. We witnessed an
exhibition of flying, gliding and parachuting, including the towing and
release of gliders by aeroplanes, and we were informed of one particular
exhibition known as the ghost-train and consisting of one aeroplane
towing five gliders; the weather was too bad to allow of this particular
exhibition, but we were told that it was a regular part of the training.

The air quarters were crudely constructed, but the equipment
seemed of good quality. All the money necessary to purchase the
equipment and aeroplanes was raised from the workers in the ward by
voluntary subscriptions, and we were informed that so great was the
demand of the workers to learn every aspect of aviation that as a
reward for their good work in production, the different factories and
workshops sent their best workers to be trained in aviation. The
dress of the worker-airmen and airwomen was very neat and
attractive, and both sexes looked remarkably smart and alert when
dressed in their uniforms. We were informed that this desire to fly
was spreading to many parts of the U.S.S.R,, and in no case was the
Government responsible for the capital involved, the workers them-
selves buying and maintaining the airport. Here we have an aspect of
the workers’ lives which is very little spoken of, but one which is very
important, for its shows the facilities provided for the ordinary worker
and the immense reserve of fully qualified young men and women air
pilots which the huge country will have in a few years’ time. There
was no mistake about young Russia becoming air-minded. Their
enthusiasm was remarkable, and we noticed that at the Red Square
celebrations the air cadets were wildly cheered,

THE RED Armry

On Monday, November 9, we visited the Army Headquarters,
No soldiers live here, and they are not barracks in the ordinary sense,
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but combined clubs and schools where all phases of army technique
are taught. The men and commanders in this club are on equal
footing: on parade they are soldiers, off parade they are comrades.
We had the opportunity of putting questions to both men and
commanders on the different aspects of army life, and it may be of
interest to record these:—

Q. Is military service compulsory, and at what age do recruits join the army?
A, Yes; service in the army is compulsory. The age for service was 21 years,
but has now been reduced to 1g years. We lowered the age because the
development of thought and culture, and the increase in the general
well-being of the people enabled us to enlist strong, active lads at 1g
years.

Has the international situation been responsible for the change in any

way?

. Yes; partly responsible.

. What is the length and terms of service?

For infantry, two years; cavalry, three years; air force, three years; and

the navy, four years. ‘The pay is very low—S8 roubles and 15 copecks per

month, No soldier serving under two years is allowed an annual holiday,
but is allowed to see his friends or relatives for a day if permission is
sought from the commander,

. Have they any opportunity to learn a trade in the army?

Yes; courses are provided where workers can learn tractor driving,

motoring and mechanics; but they are not compulsory.

Are they ever unemployed when they come out of the army?

. No; never, We cannot get sufficient workers.

. Are they educated in a practical way?

Yes.

. Are these courses held after the ordinary hours of soldiering?

. Yes. A man is a soldier for seven hours per day, and after that his time

is free.

. What cultural facilities are provided?

. All kinds, Study of languages, singing, dancing, music, and so on.

Have you a territorial army?

. Yes. Eight months’ training spread over eight years; and we have a
defence army with millions of members in the factories. Every factory
has facilities for military training.

Q. Is the Red Army equipped to meet any eventuality?

A. We have many surprises for those who would attempt to attack us.

BOE ©
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After our meeting we were asked several questions of 2 general
character, and altogether we spent a good day, The Red Army soldier
is no mere automaton, and soldiering is not the sum total of his life,
but a period of training that fits him for his work in the Socialist state.

Moscow UNDERGROUND RATLWAY

Since 1931, there have been many great improvements in
Moscow; in fact, so much has the city changed that it was difficult to
recognise parts of it. In places it looked very much like a European
city and had many beautiful buildings comparable with anything that
can be found in Europe. One noticed decided improvements in the
transport facilities, especially in the trolley-buses. These huge buses
deal with the transport problem fairly efficiently, although there is still
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a need for more buses to cater effectively for the peoples’ needs. In
spite of the fact that it was November, the streets were very clean, and
it seems to be a point with the Moscow municipal authorities to keep
the streets clean no matter what the weather may be. The new
Metro-underground railway is an outstanding example of the many
changes that have been made in Moscow. It is undoubtedly the most
beautiful underground railway in the world, and everything is done to
keep the stations spotlessly clean, the Government going to a huge
expense and employing hundreds of people for this purpose. We
visited the whole of the thirteen stations, and not once did we see any
litter lying about, Smoking on the underground railways is prohibited.

We were informed that there were 34,000 workers employed on
the railway, including those at present engaged in the construction of
new sections, and some 3,000 women employed in administrative and
constructional work. Wages for skilled workers are as high as 1,400
roubles per month, while the unskilled workers average from 200 to
300 roubles per month., Naturally, the higher paid workers enjoy a
better standard of living than the lower grades, but every encourage-
ment is given and every facility is provided for the lower paid worker
to move up into a higher grade, he has only to show his ability to
perform the work in that grade. If, however, after a trial performance
he cannot perform the work efficiently, he is relegated to a lower grade,
but if a worker is relegated to a lower grade for some reason ovet which
he has no control he retains the wage of the higher grade in which he
formerly worked. The hours of the underground constructional
workers, who number about 18,000 persons, are six pet day, and work
gdes on for the full twenty-four hours. The rest day is the sixth day,
when all work is stopped.

THE DONBAS COALFIELD
VisiT To KOCHEGARKA (GORLOVKA) VINE

From Moscow to the Donbas Coalfield is a journey of twenty-four
hours, and for our visit here we were provided with a spectal coach.
The Donbas, or Donetz, coal basin lies north of the Sea of Azov, in
the south-eastern corner of the Ukranian Socialist Soviet Republic.
It provides nearly 75 per cent. of the coal mined in the U.S.S.R., and
despite developments elsewhere, it will probably remain the main
source of supply in the Soviet Union. 411,000 miners are employed
in the coalfield, and more are required, one of the chief difficulties
being to find workers for the pits and to keep them once they are there.

We were very anxious to see all we could in the short time at our
disposal and to make as thorough an investigation as time would
permit, and nothing pleased our Russian comrades more than our
wishes in this respect. We found no desire to hide anything from us,
or to “doctor” information in any way. We chose the pits we desired
to visit and the sections of those pits we wished to explore, and when
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we visited workers’ houses in order to see living conditions we chose
the houses ourselves, and invited our guides to seek admission at those
particular places. We mention this because it is sometimes believed
that only those places can be seen which the Russians themselves want
to be seen. All we can say is, that we did not find it so, and no matter
what we wanted to see or where we wanted to go, our wishes were
nearly always met, and it was because no obstacles were placed in our
way that we obtained information on the more detailed conditions of
mining life that might have escaped more competent and practised
investigators.

We did not spare our criticisms or our praise ; for example, we
always condemned in plain honest pit terms the employment of
women underground. There is no need to overstate the position
or to moralise about it. In our opinion, the employment of
women underground is wrong, and especially so in a Socialist state,
and it should be made illegal. On the other hand, we were greatly
impressed by the fact that no lad is employed below ground below
the age of 18 years. The majority of the delegation started work
below ground between the ages of 14 and 15 years,and, therefore, we
could appreciate the advance the Russian miners had made in this
respect. For boys between 14 and 15 years of age to get up between
the hours of 2, 3 and 4 a.m, and do their shift underground is no
light matter. In the Russian mining villages the boys are asleep at
this time, and their homes are spared those tragedies which are so
frequent in our own country of young people being killed or maimed
underground at the early ages of 14 to 18 years.

For the purpose of our investigation and to facilitate our removal
from one district to another, we used a first-class sleeper railway
carriage as a kind of bed and breakfast hotel, and most of our other
meals we got either in the workers' clubs or their restaurants. This
arrangement enabled us to devote most of our time to the job we had
on hand, and while it often necessitated our being without a meal from
g in the morning until 7 or 8 o’clock at night, it did enable us to
cover the ground and see all that there was to see. Incidentally, it
gave us appetites that were equal to those of our Russian miner
comrades, and they indeed have some appetites. Time and time
again we left our carriage at 10 o'clock in the morning and did
not return until midnight or after, and in the small hours of the
morning we had to sort out our impressions and then write them
down in order to convey some idea of what we had seen and heard.
If these impressions seem somewhat sketchy, therefore, may we
modestly plead in mitigation the difficulties under which we tried to
do our work.

THE SURFACE

On Sunday, November 15, we visited the Kochegarka No. 1
(Gorlovka) Mine. Work is carried on at this pit every day w the
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year, and the workers are employed on five days and rest on one day,
which means that every day 20 per cent, of them are resting, each
worker being given a ticket every month with the rest days marked
upon it. The mine employs some 3,000 workers, and has an output
of 3,500 tons, both men and women being employed above and below
ground, We inspected the lamproom and the compressor house,
and we found that, on the whole, the surface was very clean and well
laid out. The mine has pithead baths, and a medical station staffed
with nurses and a fully qualified doctor. Women were employed
in l;he lamp room, compressor house, and other buildings on the
surface.

UNDERGROUKD

We descended the coal drawing shaft and examined the pumping
house. Women were employed here and also at the shaft bottom, but
the onsetters were men, and most of the heavy work about the shaft is
done by men, as no one under 18 years of age is allowed underground.
The shaft bottom was well lighted, and very roomy and clean. There
were no main and no tail haulages, the haulage being done by
electric locomotives and horses of fourteen to fifteen hands high.
The horses bring the coal tubs (15 cwts. each and made of iron) to the
siding and the locomotives bring them from there to the shaft siding,
where horses again haul them to the men at the shaft proper. Girls
help to get the tubs to the shaft stoppers, and on the way in bye, which
in part was lighted by electricity, we met some women workers who

ere looking after the switches, keeping the water courses clear and
cleaning up the engine plane and wagon-way. Near the shaft was a
medical underground station, and we were informed that a doctor
was in attendance during each shift, including the repair shift, Apart
’f'rc?m'that, every workman carried a smail outfit to deal with minor
injuries.

The seams in this pit were not straight like those in cur northern
mines, but at an angle, one, indeed, being at an angle of 6o degrees,
To English miners such a seam would have to be seen to be believed,
There was no transport of coal from the man at the face, except in the
case of the men in the high and low levels. In other cases the hewer
simply got the coal down with his pneumatic pick and it rolled away
to shoots on the lower levels. {See plan on page 18.) The pit bottom
was like glass and transport presented no difficulties either of cost or

labour. The coal was let out of the shoots into tubs, which were filled .

as quickly as any conveyor loader we ever saw. The system of work
was as follows: The workers in each section of the face work in
brigades. These brigades are in charge of a man or woman who has
had some technical training. There may be eighteen to twenty in a
brigade, including the pony driver, shoot minder and timberers.
The hewers' only job is to get the coal down with their pneumatic
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picks, the timberers follow them and put in the timber as they come

to each section of the face. Sometimes a hewer may have two or three

5 timberers, according to the way he cuts off the coal as he comes down
% from the highest to the lowest point of his section.

The individual output in the pit was high, and it was not difficult
to understand why this was so, The hewer works from the top and
/ follows down all along his section and as soon as the coal drops away,

it slides to the shoots. Naturally, on an incline like this, timbering

is not easy, and it must be absolutely secure, otherwise the falling

/ coal would soon dislodge it. We tested much of the timbering and

found it not only secure, but well set. The timberers are kept

moving, sawing and sefting the props and planks, the man who

/ timbers on one day gets the coal the next day, and so on, and they

pool their wages., The ventilation was quite good, the men working

with trousers and singlets on, and when we climbed up to the different

sections and felt the clothing of the hewers, it was quite dry. Hours

in the mine were six per day. The workers do not take  bait ” to

work as they get a meal from the pit restaurant before they descend
at prices and qualities which vary with their means,

THE Day's Work

Perhaps it would be interesting to record in detail a day’s routine
in this pit, as revealed to us by a young Soviet woman muner, who,
black out of the pit, answered several questions which we put to
her, and who, later in the evening, brought her brigade of workers
to the club to discuss mining questions with us. This young lady
was Nina Litvinenko, who, for the sake of convenience, we may call
a deputy, although she was much more highly skilled and educated
than the average deputy in this country.

In a Soviet mine, there are no deputies, chargemen, overmen,
or undermanagers as we understand them in this country, and the
underground work is in charge of the chief engineer, who is assisted
by foremen and people like Nina Litvinenko, who have been to a
mining college for two years, and who return to the mine for practical
experience prior to entering a university for complete technical
education. There is also the ventilation staff, who supervise repair
work, timbering, shotfiring, firing, and so on. The mine is divided

into sections ; each section has its gas inspector, and its foreman,
J and the timbering is done by a man or men other than the hewer,
The pit works four shrifts, three coaldrawing, and one repair shift,
No written reports are made by the gas testers, but the condition of
the district or section is chalked on 2 board at the meeting station.
However, reports are made out by the people like Nina Litvinenko,
and no miner is allowed in any place where there is 2 per cent, or
more of gas. The gas tester carries an oil lamp, and the majority of
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the workers carry electric lamps.
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