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Union of Socialist Soviet Republics

FOUR Socialist Soviet Republics have
been merged to form a Union. They

are Russia, the Ukraine, Transcaucasia
and White Russia. Two other indepen-
dent Soviet Republics—Khiva and Bokh-
ara—are, for the present at least, not
included in the Union, solely because
they are national Soviet and not Socialist
Soviet republics.

The Union will not begin to function
until the treaty establishing it shall have
been ratified by the First Union Con-
gress. The history of the merging in its
briefest form is this: The motion for a
Union was brought before the Tenth Ail-
Russian Congress of Soviets. A delega-
tion representing Soviet Russia was de-
signated to meet delegations of the
other republics to draft the treaty. This
Constituent Congress met on December
30, with Kalinin presiding. It adopted a
treaty and arranged for the election of
the First Union Congress. The treaty
now needs the ratification of the All-Rus-
sian Central Executive Committee and of
the First Union Congress to make it ef-
fective.

The establishment of the Union, how-
ever, may be accepted as a final act, in
view of the unanimity of opinion in favor
of the step in all parts of the republics
affected. It is well to consider here: first,
the conditions which led to the formation
of the Union; and second, the form of
organization as fixed by the treaty.

The movement towards union was in-
itiated some months ago by the Azer-
baijan, Armenian and Georgian Repub-
lics, and was soon joined by the Ukraine
and White Russia. It was motivated by
the growing belief that former treaty con-
ventions binding the Socialist Soviet
states were by this time inadequate, and
that joint legislative and administrative
effort had become a necessity. Three
basic reasons may be cited in support of
this belief.

1. The extreme poverty in material re-
sources of the republics makes the pool-
ing of resources essential. It would per-
mit a more effective exploitation of ec-
onomic potentialities.

2. The economic interdependence of
the republics is an actual and historical
fact, whereas the boundaries do not ne-
cessarily correspond to economic differ-
ences. Considerations of foreign trade
and policy enter under this head. In their
relation to foreign capital—as in their re-
lation to foreign intervention—unity was
inevitable.

3. The unity of means of transport and
communication, the development of
which had to be essentially on an Ail-
Russian scale.

In the Union, as already indicated,
Transcaucasia enters as a single unit:
likewise the other three component re-
publics. The respective Commissariats
for War (and the Admiralty), Transport,
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Posts
and Telegraphs will be fused into cor-
responding single Commissariats for the
entire Union. Each uniting republic will
retain its own Commissariat for Finance,
Economy, Food, Labor, and Workers'
and Peasants' Inspection, but these will
act under the direction of corresponding
Union Commissariats. The remaining
Commissariats — Home Affairs, Justice,
Education, Agriculture, etc.—whose func-
tions depend upon the peculiarities of
language, culture, tradition, and agricul-
tural methods of the separate republics,
will in each case be entirely independent
of the Union administration, and answer-
able solely to the Council of People's
Commissaries and Central Executive
Committees of their respective republics.

Entry into the Union is voluntary.
Rights of all are equal and each retains
the right to withdraw from the Union.

At the Constituent Congress at which
the four republics were represented, Le-

nin was elected honorary chairman. A
presidium of 25 delegates was chosen,
headed by Kalinin. Speaking in behalf
of the Ail-Russian Central Executive
Committee, Smidovich enlarged upon the
significance of the Union, stressing, how-
ever, the fact each republic retains its
independence and the right to leave the
Union.

Stalin reported on the election statute
for the Union. At its Congresses, every
125,000 population will be represented by
one delegate. The Central Executive
Committee of the Union will be com-
posed of 371 members, chosen in numer-
ical proportion to populations so that
Russia will have 170; the Ukraine 68;
Transcaucasia 26, and White Russia 7.
The Central Executive Committee will
meet at least three times a year.

More than fifty various nationalities
will be included in this Union, the Trans-
caucasian as well as the Russian republic
embracing a great number of autonomous
republics and territories.
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March: The Month of Revolutions

A
MONG all the upheavals in history

the November revolution occupies
a place apart. It was the first successful
rebellion in which the underdog was not
merely used as cannon-fodder in the
struggle of contending factions of the
master classes. And as if to mark this
distinction it even broke with the time-
honored tradition of the revolutionary
calendar. It discarded the month of
March, which in this respect seemed to
hold a privileged place among the other
months of the year.

MARCH, 44 B. C.
It was in the month of March, 44 B. C.

that Brutus and Cassius with the killing
of Caesar started what is commonly called
a losing fight for republican freedom
against monarchist tyranny. Caesar has
been dead for nearly two thousand years,
but the impressive legend still inspires one
generation of high-school boys after an-
other. For the legend is more.beautiful than
the historical fact. - The republican heroes
were only the spokesmen of the aristo-
cratic slaveholders. These resented Caesar's
attempts to consolidate his own power by
easing the lot of the popular masses through

Above—"The Captives," by Kathe Kollwitz, based
on the frustration of the Peasants' Revolt in
1525.

Below—"A March Day," by Max Klinger, based
on the revolution of March, 1848, in Berlin.

the restriction of the nobility's old freedom
to appropriate all the loot and to starve the
rest of the population.

MARCH, 1525
It was in March that fifteen hundred

years later, in 1525, the German peasants,
under the leadership of the Christian Com-
munist Thomas Miinzer, formulated their
famous "Twelve Points" in which they de-
manded the abolition of serfdom. Their re-
volt was crushed with real German thor-
oughness. The German peasant is a free and
well-to-do citizen now, and a vicious enemy
of the working class at that . . .

MARCH, 1848
It was in March, 1848, following the lead

of the February Revolution of Paris, that
the dissatisfied middle classes in practically
every country in Europe, led by the students
and supported by the workers, rose against
the absolutist system maintained in the in-
terest of a small clique of noblemen, finan-
ciers and clergymen. Victorious in the be-
ginning, the cause of bourgeois democracy
was checkmated later by the more fortunate
Kornilovs of their time. But it finally
triumphed with the development of capital-
ism, and now the very same students, the
grandsons of the fighters of 1848, are the
advance guard of bourgeois oppression in
its struggle against the rising working class.

MARCH, 1871
It was in the same month twenty-three

years later that the workers and the petty-
bourgeoisie of the French capital rose after
a lost war with Prussia and proclaimed the
Commune of Paris. A mixture of proletar-
ian socialism and petty-bourgeois patriotism,
torn by the various cross-currents of social-
ist and near-socialist thought, it was—aside
from the Paris June insurrection of 1848—

(Concluded on Pagif 52)




