











Colombia Workers On Strike

HE United Fruit

Company is one of
the rulers in Colombia.
The toilers in the regions
under its sway lead a feudal existence. The
workers live more miserably than slaves.
Entire sections of the country are con-
trolled by company police who prevent the
escape of workers. The workers are forced
to live in company houses, receive fiat
money for their slavery, and must buy all
their necessities in company stores. Not
only does the United Fruit Company con-
trol its own slaves but it wields great pow-
er beyond the boundaries of its own towns.
It forces the small “independent’” farmers
to sell their products to the American
company and to accept fiat money which
they can spend only in the stores of the
United Fruit. The hours of labor are from
sunrise to sundown. If a worker should
have the luck to escape from the plantation
he is quickly returned by one of the many
company police and often flogged to death.
It is against such treatment that these
workers have revolted.

A strike broke out among the fruit
workers of the Magdalena District on the
United Fruit plantations, one of the griev-
ances being the refusal of the company to
apply the insurance law. Violent clashes
have resulted, many soldiers being killed
and numerous workers injured. The rail-
way workers’ solidarity strike kept the
United Fruit Co. from moving its freight
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This rare photo of Gen'l A. C. Sandino was taken in his headquarters. To the left is Col. Francisco Estrada, to
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and the government
from moving troops into
the Magdalena district
for several days. To date
the strikers are still armed and fighting
bravely against the government troops and
preparing to meet any attempts at American
intervention.

Alarmed by several victorious strikes
early in April of this year among the port
workers of Barranquilla and the stevedors
and railway workers, the conservatives in
the government, instigated by American
fruit and oil interests, have passed repressive
measures against Colombia’s  militant
workers.

The chief law aimed against the workers
is called the “law of social defense” and
was passed on October 30. It is referred
to as the ‘“anti-Bolshevik law.” There
were many protest strikes throughout the
country against this law to suppress the
labor unions. It forbids “the establishment
of all societies which like bolshevism, or
communism, spread ideas against the state,
encourage attempts against the constitution-
al organization or outrages against the
Catholic religion and tend to relax disci-
pline within the army or police or to de-
stroy the home.” “Societies attempting to
organize strikes” are included in this law.
It further provides that newspapers with
“subsidies from abroad” will be prohibited
and the editors imprisoned. All newspapers
will be compelled to deposit a large bond
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which will be forfeited in case of infraction
of the law.

Couched in these terms the law is used
to repress every labor organization and
every political organization fighting for the
interests of the workers and peasants. This
law is a direct result of the pressure of

Photo Int.

News.

American capital on the government of Co-
lombia. A few months ago it was reported
in the Colombian press that the Colombian
government had authorized one of its oil
companies to make a loan of $200,000,000
in the United States. U. S. capital controls
the puppet government of Colombia.

the right, Col. Juan Colindres.

The photo was sent by Sandino to his father as a remembrance.

(5)



The
Prison

Hell-hole
Of

California

By

An Inmate Of

SAN QUENTIN

IVE o’clock, and all is well!” Twenty-
six sentries carry this call into every
nook and corner of the two-hundred acre
reservation at the California State Prison
at San Quentin; lights “flash” on in three
thousand cells and four thousand, seven
hundred victims of the world notorious
California brand of justice tumpie vut ~f
bed to begin another day of torture in this
hell-hole of prisons, a prison long infamous
for its torturous methods employed to aid
in the reformation(?) of those who have
foolishly listened to the song of the real
estate exploiters to “‘go west, young man.”
At five-fifteen the doors of the cells in
the “Old Prison” swing open with a crash
and over two thousand men pour out of
these tiny catacombs, each with a filthy
slop-bucket in his hand. With a three min-
ute allowance to do so, the inmate must
climb down three flights of stairs, file
through the “Old Prison Yard” dump his
bucket into an oval trough and incidental-
ly be splattered by the dumping of twenty-
five or more buckets at the same time. Then
he dips his bucket into a common water
trough wherein he is compelled by the
“gun-bulls” to submerge his bucket so deep-
ly in the trough that his hands become
wet with this dirty water in which hun-
dreds of buckets have been rinsed. He
then makes a “dive” back to his cell, places
his bucket inside the door, throws the bolt
on the door and rushes into the main yard
where he falls into line to file into the mess
hall where 4,700 men are fed at one sitting.
After a breakfast of “sour” (they are
always stinking sour) red beans, mouldy
bread and chicory coffee, served out of fil-
thy buckets and by inmate waiters whose
coats and avrons are so dirty they no longer
resemble white, the inmates report to their
places of employment.
Over one thousand inmates slave in the
Jute Mill where the looms and other ma-
chinery are so old and dilapidated that it is

utterly impossible to produce the task that

is assigned to you. The balance of the
inmates are distributed among the furni-
ture, shoe, tailor, print, plumbing, paint
and tin shops and the quarry, new road,
new construction, vegetable garden and
scavenger “gangs” also to the hospital, cell
tenders, office and library divisions. In
all these departments the inmates with the
exception of the stool-pigeons or informers,
better known as the unpaid policemen by
the rank and file of the inmates—must
slave under the most brutal conditions. As
an instance, let us see why the Jute Mill is
so dreaded by all inmates. To begin with,
all of the machinery is obsolete; both the
“ground” guards and the “gun-bulls” work-

ing in the caged runways overhead are
vicious in the extreme. A new inmate is
assigned to a loom. On this obsolete piece
of junk the inmate must manufacture one
hundred yards of good Jute Cloth a day;
if he does not fulfill this task he will spend
his first four Sundays in solitary confine-
ment in his cell with nothing to eat but a
small piece of bread and his bucket of
water. After the first four Sundays if he
is still unable to perform his task he will
from then on, until he can fulfill his task,
spend his Sundays locked up in the dungeon
without even the bread or a mattress to
lie down upon. He will also lose thirty
days of his “good time credits” for every
time he is locked in the dungeon, which will
serve to prolong his sentence in prison.

As the guards are only paid eighty-five
dollars per month for a twelve hour day
and seven day week, it is impossible to se-
cure anything except the lowest type of
humanity to work as a guard and it is a
notorious fact that if you clothe this class
of “skunks” with the badge of authority
they become exceedingly brutal. The guards
of San Quentin are no exception to this
fact. ‘They grasp every opportunity to
beat-up the inmates with their twenty-two
inch night sticks, a favorite method being
to bring the club sharply against the in-
mate’s back or stomach, although they are
not bashful about clubbing an inmate over
the head. If the inmate dies a resident
physician protects the guard by signing a
certificate of death caused by some disease
with a name a mile long. The inmate’s
body is hurriedly carved up (which the
penal laws of the state permit) and shipped
to the University Medical College.

The merchant furnishing food supplies is
(Continued on page 16)

fit for experimental purposes.

used in the officers’ and guards’ mess.
g

This vivid description of the actual conditions prevailing in the California
State Prison at San Quentin brings us face-to-face with the life of hell that Tom

Mooney has been forced to undergo for the past twelve years.
We are informed that Mooney is afflicted with a serious stomach ailment
and is forced to undergo a very strict diet.

guards’ mess he is in a position to secure one glass of milk a day. Mainly on a glass
of milk and three slices of bread a day he has survived for over two years. How

much longer he can exist on this severe diet is a matter of conjecture.

Should Mooney die in San Quentin Prison there is every possibility that his
body would be wantonly desecrated. The penal laws of the State of California
give the authorities the privilege to carve up the body of a prisoner as they see

Mooney works long hours and at very hard work for a sick man.
duties require him to prepare all the vegetables for the feeding of over a hundred
guards three times a day, and in addition he must wash all the pots and pans

Although the state laws of California permit an inmate to receive any news-

As he works in the officers’ and

His

paper or magazine not published in the State of California, under an arbitrary
ruling of the present despotic officials of San Quentin Prison, all inmates are
barred from receiving labor papers—even the Labor Defender is barred from
]l7boney under this ruling, we are informed.

(6)




The
Prison
Hell-hole
Of

California

An Inmate O

UENTIN






































































	v4n01-p01-BW-jan-1929-lab-def260
	v4n01-p01-gra-jan-1929-lab-def261
	v4n01-p02-BW-jan-1929-lab-def262
	v4n01-p02-gra-jan-1929-lab-def263
	v4n01-p03-BW-jan-1929-lab-def265
	v4n01-p03-gra-jan-1929-lab-def264
	v4n01-p04-BW-jan-1929-lab-def266
	v4n01-p04-gra-jan-1929-lab-def267
	v4n01-p05-BW-jan-1929-lab-def269
	v4n01-p05-gra-jan-1929-lab-def268
	v4n01-p06-BW-jan-1929-lab-def270
	v4n01-p06-gra-jan-1929-lab-def271
	v4n01-p07-BW-jan-1929-lab-def273
	v4n01-p07-gra-jan-1929-lab-def272
	v4n01-p08-BW-jan-1929-lab-def274
	v4n01-p08-gra-jan-1929-lab-def275
	v4n01-p09-BW-jan-1929-lab-def277
	v4n01-p09-gra-jan-1929-lab-def276
	v4n01-p10-11-BW-jan-1929-lab-def279
	v4n01-p10-11-gra-jan-1929-lab-def278
	v4n01-p10-BW-jan-1929-lab-def283
	v4n01-p10-gra-jan-1929-lab-def282
	v4n01-p11-BW-jan-1929-lab-def280
	v4n01-p11-gra-jan-1929-lab-def281
	v4n01-p12-BW-jan-1929-lab-def284
	v4n01-p12-gra-jan-1929-lab-def285
	v4n01-p13-BW-jan-1929-lab-def287
	v4n01-p13-gra-jan-1929-lab-def286
	v4n01-p14-BW-jan-1929-lab-def288
	v4n01-p14-gra-jan-1929-lab-def289
	v4n01-p15-BW-jan-1929-lab-def291
	v4n01-p15-gra-jan-1929-lab-def290
	v4n01-p16-BW-jan-1929-lab-def292
	v4n01-p17-BW-jan-1929-lab-def292
	v4n01-p17-gra-jan-1929-lab-def293
	v4n01-p18-BW-jan-1929-lab-def294
	v4n01-p19-BW-jan-1929-lab-def295
	v4n01-p20-BW-jan-1929-lab-def296



