























Kronstadt and Counterrevolution
Then and Now

While memories of Stalin’s terror
remain vivid, Lenin continues to be a
well-regarded figure among the masses
of post-Soviet Russia. From its own anti-
Communist perspective, the New York
Times (11 January) noted: “Though
Lenin’s myth has been badly tarnished
in recent years, the Government has gen-
erally avoided direct strikes at his mem-
ory, evidently for fear of offending the
milions raised 'in the legend of the
infallible leader who died too early to
prevent Stalin’s terror.” One of Yeltsin’s
. first moves after his bloody October
coup was to shut down the Lenin
Museum in Moscow.

On the eve of Clinton’s January visit
to Russia, Yeltsin launched a new cam-
paign specifically targeting Lenin’s pop-
ular stature, by once again raising the
March 1921 Kronstadt mutiny—a stock
item of anti-Bolshevik propaganda for
the past 70 years. A 46-page report,
released at a Kremlin news conference
on January 10, “rehabilitated” the sailors
who had insurrected against the govern-
ment of Lenin and Trotsky. Pointing
to the suppression of the Kronstadt
mutiny, the new head of Russian televi-
sion, Aleksandr Yakovlev, a longstand-
ing “friend” of Western imperialism,
declared that Stalin was “just the Great
Continuator of Lenin’s Task.” Yeltsin
spokesmen sought to discredit the rather
tame Stalinist parliamentary opposi-
tion—which supports the capitalist res-
toration, proposing only that it be less
harsh—by screeching at them, “look at
the bloody trail you left.”

The use of the suppression of the
Kronstadt revolt as an ideological cudgel
against the Bolsheviks has a long and
sordid history. In particular, in the late
1930s at the time of the Moscow purge
trials, petty-bourgeois liberals picked up
an ongoing anarchist refrain over Kron-
stadt in order to associate Trotskyism,
the upholder of the Bolshevik traditions
and program, with Stalin’s terror regime.
Trotsky skewered the liberal/anarchist
charges at the time in several articles,
including “Hue and Cry Over Kronstadt”
(January 1938).

Ever since 1921, the anarchists have »

claimed the Kronstadt mutineers as their
own. The American anarchist Alexander
Berkman called them “the purest of the
pure.” Berkman is best known for his
failed attempt to assassinate the rob-
ber baron Henry Frick, who ordered
the massacre of the Homestead steel
strikers in 1892. How is it that the
Kronstadt mutiny is hailed both by anar-
chists, who claim to be intransigent
enemies of capitalist exploitation, and
by Boris Yeltsin, the accredited agent of
Wall Street in Russia today? Because
Kronstadt marked the historic point of
intersection between anarchist and bour-
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Boris Yeltsin being sworn in as president in June 1991 by Russian Orthodox

patriarch of counterrevolution.

geois reactionary anti-Communism.
Kronstadt was a naval base on an
island in the Baltic near the former
Russian capital of Petrograd. In 1917
the sailors, among them many pro-

" Bolshevik anarchist militants, played an

important and heroic role in the Octo-
ber Revolution. However, over the next
few years these original Kronstadters
were sent to the various military fronts
in the Civil War against the counter-
revolutionary White armies, which were
directly aided by Western and Japanese
imperialist expeditionary forces. They
were replaced in Kronstadt by politically
raw youth, largely of rural peasant
background.

By the winter of 1920-21, seven years
of imperialist war and civil war had
reduced Soviet Russia to an economic
wasteland, leading to widespread peas-
ant unrest against “War Communism,”
the requisition of grain by the Bolshevik
government needed to defend the work-
ers state against the White armies. There
were a number of peasant revolts, often
marked by anti-Semitic pogroms against
the local Jewish communities.

The Kronstadt mutiny was a revolt

of the sons of peasants in uniform -

against the harsh conditions of proletar-

ian power in a Soviet Russia besieged

Lv.. Leonidov
Bolshevik leaders Lenin and Trotsky standing at center with delegates to March
1921 Tenth Party Congress who mobilized to suppress anti-Communist

by world imperialism. The sailors’ main

economic demand was “free trade” in

grain and other foodstuffs for the
peasantry. Given the leftist, especially
anarchist, traditions of Kronstadt, the
mutineers sought to give their anti-
Communist revolt a “revolutionary” col-
oration. The Bolshevik leaders under-
stood that whatever the confused
attitudes among the rebellious sailors,
the uprising served the powerful forces
of White Guardist counterrevolution.
Kronstadt was extremely exposed, as the
point closest to Europe and on the door-
step of Petrograd. To the north was Fin-
land under tsarist general Mannerheim.
And as Trotsky said in a July 1921
speech to the Communist Youth Interna-
tional, Kronstadt “was about to pass into
the hands of French and English impe-
rialism. Two or three days more and the
Baltic Sea would have been ice-free and
the war vessels of the foreign imperial-
ists could have entered the ports of Kron-
stadt and Petrograd.”

Leftist defenders of the Kronstadt
mutiny maintain that the sailors only
wanted to carry out an anarchist “third
Russian revolution.” However, Victor
Serge, a supporter of the October Rev-
olution who came from the anarchist
movement in West Europe, understood,
as he wrote in his Memoirs of a Revo-
lutionary, 1901-1941: “If the Bolshevik
dictatorship fell, it was only a short step
to chaos, and through chaos to a peasant
uprising, the massacre of the Commu-
nists, the return of the émigrés, and
in the end, through the sheer force of
events, another dictatorship, this time
anti-proletarian.”

The Yeltsin report now claims that
there was no evidence of participation
in the Kronstadt revolt “by any counter-
revolutionary organization.” But while
the bulk of the sailors—like the peasants
who took up arms against the Soviet
government at the end of the Civil
War—<ertainly did not desire a return
of the landlords, their leaders had exten-
sive contacts with counterrevolutionary
forces. This has been well documented
in Paul Avrich’s study Kronstadt 1921
(1970). The evidence is all the more con-
vincing given the author’s sympathy for
the Russian anarchist cause. Avrich con:
tests that the slogan “Soviets with-
out Communists” was raised by the
Kronstadt mutineers. But as we noted
in our two-part review of his book,

“Kronstadt and Counterrevolution” (WV
Nos. 195 and 203, 3 March and 28 April
1978), whether or not this specific slo-
gan was used by the Kronstadters, “and
émigré circles which were in touch with
them claimed that it was—it is perfectly
clear that their aim was to bring down
Bolshevik rule.”

The principal leader of the mutiny
was Stepan Petrichenko, the son of
Ukrainian peasants, who a few months
before the revolt attempted to join the
Whites but was supposedly turned down.
Avrich discovered that two weeks before
the insurrection an agent of the counter-
revolutionary National Center stationed
in nearby Finland reported to his head-
quarters that a group of sailors had been ,
recruited to play an active part in the
coming uprising. Petrichenko played a
key role in turning a mass protest meet-
ing into a decisive break with the Soviet
government. During the mutiny he and
the other leaders set up a supply link
with the Russian Red Cross office in
Finland, a known front for the National
Center. After the Bolsheviks suppressed
the uprising, Petrichenko and his follow-
ers volunteered to join the White general
Baron Wrangel.

Anti-communists of all stripes scream
about the executions of the captured
Kronstadt mutineers by the Cheka, the
political police of the Bolshevik govern-
ment. But it must be understood that the
Bolsheviks were fighting to maintain
proletarian rule. They only had to look
at the savage anti-red terror which had
inundated Mannerheim’s Finland and
those parts of Russia which had been
temporarily controlled by White Guard
generals.

Anarchists and other anti-communist
“leftists” have tried to paint Trotsky, the
founder of the Red Army, as the “butcher
of Kronstadt” in order to discredit the
leader of the revolutionary opposition to
Stalinism. While in fact Trotsky was not
personally involved in the suppression,
he supported it. In later years he justified
this necessary measure, explaining:

“All the reactionary elements, in Russia
as well as abroad, immediately seized
upon this uprising. The white emigres
demanded aid for the insurrectionists.
The victory of this uprising could bring
nothing but a victory of counterrevolu-
tion, entirely independent of the ideas
the sailors had in their heads. But the
ideas themselves were deeply reaction-
ary. They reflected the hostility of the
backward peasantry to the worker, the
conceit of the soldier or sailor in relation
to ‘civilian’ Petersburg, the hatred of the
petty bourgeois for revolutionary disci-
pline. The movement therefore had a
counterrevolutionary character and since
the -insurgents took possession of the
arms in the forts they could only be
crushed with the aid of arms.”
—“The Questions of Wendelin
Thomas” (July 1937)

Today, the spiritual heirs of the White
Guardists, headed by Boris Yeltsin, are
once again seeking to utilize the Kron-
stadt mutiny, this time to legitimize the
counterrevolutionary destruction of the
Soviet Union. &
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Massacre... -

(continued from page 1)

killing at least ten of the victims.

Moreover, autopsies reveal that, con-
trary to government and Western press
accounts, grenades were also used in the
massacre. Reporters were not allowed in
until after fire engine hoses had swept
the mosque clean of evidence. The New
York Times (25 February) inadvertently
let the truth slip out in an initial report,
quoting an Israeli soldier outside the
mosque telling journalists: “Go away.
We’ve killed 30 Arabs.”

One survivor recalled: “There were
others.... They were all in soldiers’ uni-
forms. We didn’t know if they were set-
tlers or army. What is the difference?”
For the besieged Palestinian masses,
who have seen some 1,400 of their youth
killed in the six years since the start of
the Intifada uprising, there is no differ-
ence between the bullets of soldiers and
settler fanatics.

The Israeli government immediately
announced a curfew in Hebron, as well
as against Goldstein’s settlement of
Qiryat Arba, which sits like a heavily
armed fortress on a hill overlooking the
town. But while troops terrorized Pales-
tinian residents, gangs of marauding set-
tlers continued to strut undisturbed
through the streets of Hebron fingering
their Galils and Uzis and openly rejoic-
ing over the massacre.

Meanwhile, militant demonstrations
have also erupted in Arab neighborhoods
and villages inside Israel itself—from
Jaffa to Nazareth—even among the Bed-
ouins who have generally tended to
accept the Zionist regime. After the
Israelis shot down a Bedouin youth,
reportedly the first ever killed in “polit-
ical violence,” a mourner at his burial
declared, “It said to me that I was a Pal-
estinian, that I was not an Israeli, or even
someone who the Israelis could parade
to the world as a good Arab.” ,

Urging Arabs not to “overreact,” Clin-
ton invited Israel and the PLO to Wash-
ington to resume the “peace talks.” PLO
leader Yasir Arafat called on Israel to
disarm the settlers and appealed to the
U.S. for “international protection” for
Palestinians in, the Occupied Territories.
His demands were instantly rebuffed by
the Israelis though Rabin finally agreed
to token “international monitors.”

Amid a rampage of army and settler
terror in the Occupied Territories in
December, we wrote that the “bitter
fruit” of the PLO’s capitulation to Israel
“is being harvested in the blood of the
Palestinian people.” Today, Arafat is
almost as reviled among the Palestinian
masses as is Rabin. In one Palestinian
demonstration after another in the wake
of the Hebron massacre, the cry has
resounded: “Death to Arafat!” PLO
spokesman Faisal Husseini was pelted
with rocks and driven off when he
appeared before angry protesters outside
Jerusalem’s Al Aksa mosque, the scene
of a bloody massacre perpetrated by
Israeli troops in 1990.

Rabin still wants a deal with the PLO,
but on Israel’s terms: continued subju-
gation of the Palestinian masses—to be
policed by Israeli troops and a PLO aux-
iliary. As negotiations over a partial
withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza
and Jericho dragged on since the Sep-
tember signing of the accord, Rabin
gloated: “Let them sweat a bit.” But
while Arafat sweats, his compatriots
continue to die. Now the PLO leader may
have nothing left to deliver. We say:
Down with the ignominious Israel-PLO
deal for a Palestinian ghetto! All Israeli
troops and settlers out of all of the Occu-
pied Territories now!

Settlers: Spearhead of
Zionist Reaction

Reportedly even within the almost
seamlessly Zionist Israeli society, there
is widespread shock over this wanton
genocidal bloodbath. One elderly Israeli
compared it to the pogroms carried out
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against Jews in tsarist Russia.
The mass killer Goldstein was not an
aberration in the highly charged nation-

- alist climate of the Zionist garrison-state.

Goldstein was a longtime member of
the fascist Kach party of the late Rabbi
Meir Kahane, and managed Kahane’s
election campaign for the Israeli parlia-
ment. Like his assassinated leader, this
Brooklyn-born Jew was driven by a deep
racist hatred of blacks and Arabs to emi-
grate to Isracl. We noted shortly after
Kahane founded his Jewish Defense
League in Brooklyn as an anti-black vig-
ilante gang that there is no place in the
U.S. for a Jewish fascist movement.
Kahane and his followers instead set up
a pipeline to Israel, where they have
become the shock troops of the “settler”
movement.

And Hebron is its murderous heart,
the headquarters not only for Kach and
its Kahane Chai (“Kahane Lives”) splin-

* ter, but for the ultra-Zionist Gush Emu-

nim of Rabbi Moshe Levinger, which
speartheaded the settler movement.

Months after the 1967 war, Hebron
became the site of the first Zionist set-
tlement on the occupied West Bank, as
Levinger and his followers were allowed
to move into the military government
headquarters by the army and then prime
minister Rabin. Particularly since the
signing of the accord last September, set-
tler thugs have repeatedly rampaged
through the streets of Hebron, shooting
and throwing rocks at Arab homes and
randomly firing at people.

Rabin and his mainstream Zionist
“Labor” party are today regarded as trai-
tors by the right wing for even talking
with the PLO. Rabin has occasionally
mouthed off against the settlers in recent
months, while his “leftist” Meretz coali-
tion partners. even call for them to be
disarmed. But Rabin is no “dove”—he
is the author of the “iron fist” policy of
“force, might, beatings” to suppress the

* Palestinian Intifada uprising which be-
gan in December 1987.

All wings of the Israeli ruling class
want the settlements in the Occupied
Territories. It was the Labor Party which
ushered in the settlements: of the exist-
ing 140 or so, 90 were founded in the
ten years of Labor governments after the
1967 occupation. Expropriations of Arab
land have escalated since the signing
of the “peace” accord. Government-
financed building continues apace in the
settlements around “Greater Jerusalem,”
which encompasses 30 percent of the
West Bank’s total area.

Indeed, between settlements, transport
networks, “nature reserves” and the like,
fully 70 percent of the West Bank is now
off limits to its Arab residents! Like his
predecessors, Rabin has been busily “cre-
ating facts” on the ground, so that by
the time of an eventual Israeli withdrawal
from the Occupied Territories the Arab
areas will have been reduced to small,
isolated slivers of “cantons,” i.e., ghettos.

In a typical whitewash, the New York
Times (27 February) claimed that “most
of the 130,000 settlers in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip are not ideologues; they
are commuters.” This may be true of
some number of yuppies who are drawn
to high-rise apartments in the “bedroom

suburbs” of Jerusalem by government
housing subsidies, but the core of the
settler movement—a quarter of it, even
by the estimates of the Shin Beth secret
police—are extreme racist nationalists
who serve as an armed auxiliary to the
occupation army.

Collusion between the settlers—many
of whom are active duty soldiers—and
the army at the highest levels is wide-
spread and widely known. Last fall,
Israeli TV viewers saw settlers gunning
down three Arab residents of Hebron as
soldiers watched. General Bar Kochba,
who recently died, regularly “leaked”
information from the general staff to the
settlers. Following the signing of the
accord, high-ranking army commanders
warned Rabin that he could not “take for
granted” that orders regarding with-
drawal would be carried out.

The fascist mentality of outfits like
Kach is revealed in their violent hatred
not only for Arabs but for Jews deemed
to be “Arab-lovers.” Recently, Zionist
right-wingers planted bombs outside the
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San Francisco
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New York offices of Peace Now. And in
a 1981 letter to the New York Times,
when he was still in the U.S., Goldstein
demanded the forcible expulsion of all
Arabs from Israeli-held territory, while
repeating the right-wing Zionist nostrum
that “Israelis will soon have to choose
between a Jewish state and a democratic
one.”

But the rabidly racist settlers and fas-
cist outfits like Kach are just the mo::
extreme wing of Zionist nationalism. A
Jerusalem rabbi eulogized Goldstein,
ranting that “One million Arabs are not
worth a Jewish fingernail.” This was the
logical extension of the general Zionist
outlook that Arabs are at best second-
class citizens, if not “animals” or worse.
The Israeli parliament recently increased
the punishment for animal abuse to three
years’ imprisonment; yet when Gush
Emunim leader Levinger was convicted
of murdering a Palestinian shopkeeper
in 1986—in one of the few cases of anti-
Arab terrorism ever brought to court—he
was sentenced to six months in jail.

With their slogan, “a land without peo-
ple for a people without land,” the Zion-
ist founding fathers from the outset
viewed the Arabs of Palestine as “non-
people.” The New York Times (27 Feb-
ruary) grotesquely pontificated about “a
violent symmetry” between Jewish and
Arab “extremists.” A box titled “Decades
of Violence” in the previous day’s issue
listed the 1948 Deir Yassin massacre
as the sole Zionist atrocity, followed by
a long string of Palestinian terrorist
attacks. But Deir Yassin was only one
of scores of Zionist bloodbaths deliber-
ately aimed at driving the Arabs off their
land. This was what David Ben-Gurion
called “the cleaning up of the Arab
settlements.”

Genocide has always been the implicit
logic of nationalism. “The only good one
is a dead one” is the watchword for
extreme nationalism everywhere, from
the slaughter of Native American Indians
to Hitler’s Holocaust to the West Bank
settlers. In a recent book on Yugoslavia,
where nationalist bloodletting has run
rampant, Aleksa Djilas cited John Stuart
Mill’s condemnation of the nationalist

- Hebrew workers

“feelings ‘which make men reckless of,
or at least indifferent to, the rights and
interests of any portion of the human
species, save that which is called by the
same name and speaks the same lan-
guage as themselves.” Djilas pointed out
that in the Ottoman Empire, Muslims
had full equality while Christians were
second-class subjects, “prohibited, for
example, from riding horses, carrying
weapons, and wearing certain types of
clothing” (The Contested Country: Yugo-
slav Unity and Communist Revolution,
1919-1953 [1991)).

In Israel, while Jewish settlers are
armed to the teeth, any Palestinian seen
with a weapon is shot down without
question. Meanwhile, today in the U.S.,
the rulers want to make everyone
second-class citizens by taking away the
right to bear arms. And while the Zionist
apologists of the New York Times seek
to disarm black and working people in
this country, they dismiss “Palestinian
demands for an immediate disarming of
all Jewish settlers in the territories” as
“unrealistic.”

The Bankruptcy of
Palestinian Nationalism

As we noted in our article “Israel-PLO
Deal for Palestinian Ghetto” (WV No.
583, 10 September 1993): “This deal
carries to a conclusion the impotent logic
of the PLO’s petty-bourgeois nation-
alism, which counseled reliance first
on the Arab bourgeoisies of the region
and then on the °‘good offices’ of
U.S. imperialism.” The evident bank-
ruptcy of Arafat’s capitulatory policies
has already produced a groundswell
of support to “rejectionist” groups like
the “radical” nationalist PFLP and
DFLP and, more particularly, Hamas.
The Hamas fundamentalists are sinister
reactionaries who terrorize secular Pal-
estinians and murder Jews at random.

Now Palestinian fundamentalists vow
revenge for Hebron with the cry, “A
tooth for a tooth.” Although it is under-
standable, Marxists reject the sentiment
for revenge killings. Indiscriminate ter-
ror would simply worsen the already poi-
sonous relations between Jews and Arabs
in the Near East. And it thereby deci-
sively undercuts the cause of liberation
of the Palestinian masses.

Revolutionaries side militarily even
with fundamentalists like Hamas in
armed conflicts with Israeli troops and
settlers. But the nuclear-armed Zion-
ist state has an overwhelming monop-
oly of firepower in its grasp. Palestinian
emancipation requires the destruction
of the Zionist garrison-state from within,
through the revolutionary mobilization
of the Hebrew-speaking and Arab
workers.

Proletarian Marxists seek to break the
from their Zionist
stranglehold and win them to a defense
of the Palestinian people as part of the
struggle for socialist revolution against
their common exploiters, the Israeli
bourgeoisie. A sharp rupture in the Zion-
ist consensus would likely require cata-
clysmic historic events. But this is what
revolutionary internationalists must look
to, while standing foursquare with
the Palestinians against every Zionist
atrocity.

However, rather than fighting to build
an independent Marxist vanguard, what
passes for Trotskyism in Israel, the fol-
lowers of Ernest Mandel’s United Sec- -
retariat (USec), has for decades pursued
a “program” of chasing after non-
proletarian forces. Historically the Man-
delite Revolutionary Communist League
(RCL) tailed behind one wing or another
of Palestinian nationalism, while in
recent years cozying up to the left-Zionist
“Peace Now” movement. Today, RCL
leader Michel Warshawsky scandalously
gives “critical support” to the Israel-PLO
“peace” accord, insisting that “our job
is not to denounce the agreement” (Inter-
national Viewpoint, January 1994).

" This brazen acceptance of a neocolo-
nial “robbers peace” has led to an open
division among the Mandelites in the
pages of International Viewpoint, USec
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Right-Wing Provocation Routed

Thousands at Randy Shilts Memorial

SAN FRANCISCO—Acclaimed gay
author Randy Shilts recently died of
AIDS at the age of 42. A reporter for
the San Francisco Chronicle, Randy
Shilts. was best known for his ground-
breaking 1987 book And the Band
Played On: Politics, People, and the
AIDS Epidemic. He finished his most
recent book, Conduct Unbecoming:
Gays and Lesbians in the U.S. Military,
published last year, in a hospital bed.
On February 22, an overflow: crowd
of thousands came out for a funeral serv-
ice for Randy Shilts at San Francisco’s
Glide Memorial Church. Following
Shilts’ death, one Reverend Fred Phelps,
a right-wing bigot from Topeka, Kansas,
threatened to disrupt the memorial. But
when Phelps and his clot of would-be

anti-gay terrorists showed up, they were °

sent packing in about 30 seconds by hun-
dreds of angry protesters.

One of the speakers at the memorial
was Dr. Selma Dritz, retired assistant
director of the San Francisco Health
Department, who figured prominently in
Shilts’ book as a dedicated early fighter
against the lethal epidemic. Dritz noted
that Shilts began writing about AIDS
before it even had a name, and fewer
would have died if more people had
taken heed.

Despite our differing political out-
looks, we respected Randy Shilts.
Shortly after And the Band Played On
appeared in 1987, we called it “the most
compelling portrait of the utter devasta-
tion wrought by this disease and the
accompanying epidemic of fear and big-
otry.” We added:

“Whatever its other failings, this power-
ful book lays bare the truth about med-
icine in capitalist America: the criminal
negligence and outright obstructionism
of the Reagan administration, the apathy
of the media, and the complacency,
glory mongering and money grubbing of
the medical establishment. The U.S. has
dealt with this epidemic about as badly
as it was possible for an economically
developed country to do.”
—Women and Revolution
No. 35, Summer 1988

Shilts’ book also made us rethink and
change our initial blanket opposition to
closing down gay bathhouses in San
Francisco in 1982. His exhaustive re-
search revealed that their timely closing
could indeed have slowed down the
exponential spread of AIDS. At least it
could have served as a fast way to get
out the message to those gay-men who

were most at risk, who remained largely
uninformed or dismissive. of the facts,
that they were in danger of contracting
a fatal disease. Shilts was widely con-
demned in the gay community for his
position on closing the baths and called
a gay “Uncle Tom” by many activists.

Although the book was written from
the limited perspective of the gay move-
ment, largely ignoring the grim reali-
ties of IV drug users (predominantly
black and Hispanic), their sexual partners
and babies, And the Band Played On
broke new ground. Our disagreement
with Shilts centered on his belief that
the struggle for gay liberation was largely
a question of achieving bourgeois re-
spectability. The oppression of homosex-
uals is not due to rampant backward ideas
but is rooted in the stultifying institution
of the family in class society.

Shilts’ conclusion was that anti-gay
bigotry could be successfully countered
by organizing the gay community within
the framework of Democratic Party coa-
lition politics—particularly in San Fran-
cisco, where petty-bourgeois gays have
political clout in City Hall through the
Democrats. But this is a dangerous dead
end.

In the San Francisco “gay mecca,”
Democratic mayor Frank Jordan (round-
ly booed and jeered when he arrived at

the funeral) has slashed public health -
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funding, forcing many AIDS patients
along with the poor and uninsured to
rely on overloaded San Francisco Gen-
eral Hospital, whose emergency room
patients overflow into the street. Thou-
sands of homeless and poor, among
whom the AIDS epidemic is raging, are
brutally harassed by Jordan’s cops under
his “Operation Matrix.” Meanwhile, the
Clinton White House is working to
“reform” health care in the interests of
big business and to “end welfare as we
know it.”

Gay-Bashing Bigots Spiked

Outside Shilts’ memorial on February
22 the crowd swelled to over a thousand,
counting the overflow from the service
and angry protesters itching to give
Rev. Phelps a well-deserved “welcome.”
Right-wing bigot Fred Phelps has made
a career of inciting gay-bashing as he
travels across the country targeting mem-
orial services of prominent gay activists.
In San Francisco he put out a press release
featuring a photo of Shilts under the head-
line, “filthy face of fag evil.”

No sooner had Phelps and his filthy
handful of followers surfaced than they
were bombarded with eggs and rocks.
The bigots ran for cover like cock-
roaches exposed to light. Within two
minutes they were back in their van,
hightailing it nonstop to the airport. Had

Randy Shilts

Forden/L.A. Times
Spartacist contingent outside SF’s Glide Memorial Church joined in routing anti-gay bigots who tried to disrupt February
22 memorial for Randy Shilts.

they delayed a moment longer, even the
massive contingent of riot-clad cops sent
to protect them probably would not have
been able to help.

This vile provocation came in the con-
text of a rising offensive by right-wing,
bible-thumping bigots. That same week-
end, a year after the assassination of Dr.
David Gunn by an anti-abortion terrorist,
Operation Rescue carried out two violent
assaults on Bay Area abortion clinics and’
their clients (see article on page 3).

This is no parlor discussion crowd—
these are terrorist shock troops seeking
to drive women back into the home and

_ to exterminate gays. The power of the

working class must be mobilized to stop
this offensive. A contingent of Spartacist
League supporters who helped send
Phelps packing carried placards declar-
ing: “Labor Must Defend Democratic
Rights for Gays!” and “Capitalist ‘Med-
icine for Profit’ Impedes AIDS Research!
For International Socialist Revolution!”

As Trotskyists we seek to build the
revolutionary workers party that will
lead the fight for a socialist revolution
to sweep away fascistic terrorists like
Phelps once and for all. Then we can
build a socialist society that mobilizes
massive resources in research and med-
ical care to combat epidemics and dis-
ease with scientific knowledge and
compassion. m

spokesman Salah Jaber denounced the
accord as “among the most unjust and
humiliating in the history of capitu-
lations.” But Jaber simply echoes the
laments of pseudo-Marxist nationalists
like Hawatmeh’s DFLP. So in the face of
this historic test, these fake-Trotskyists
are paralyzed, dividing between those
who follow in the wake of left-Zionism
and those tailing after Palestinian left
nationalism, which in turn tails after the
Islamic fundamentalists of Hamas.

Petty-bourgeois Palestinian national-
ism—in all its stripes—has always been
a dead end, today with bloodier conse-
quences than ever. Meanwhile, Hamas
offers a “future” of reactionary obscur-
antism, threatening secular Palestinian
women with violence if they refuse to
observe Islamic law.

What is needed is a binational Trot-
skyist party, seeking to lead the Pales-
tinian Arab and Hebrew-speaking work-
ing people in internationalist class
struggle alongside all the workers of the
region. Particularly given the interpene-
tration of the Hebrew and Arab peo-
ples—and the division of the Palestinian
people between Israeli and Jordanian
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rule (along with large concentrations in
the refugee camps of Lebanon and
Syria)—there can be no equitable dem-

ocratic ' solution to the national ques-'

tion without the overthrow of capitalism
throughout the region. This alone, a
socialist federation of the Near East,
could open the possibility of cooperative
development of all the myriad peoples.
Only workers revolution can avenge the
horror of Hebron and the countless other
atrocities which the Palestinian people
have suffered. m '

Birmingham...

(continued from page 2)

the social power of the workers—black
and white. Last year, during the long
and bitter Trinity Industries strike in
Bessemer, the integrated Steelworkers
Local 9226 faced down the scabherding
cops. And in a months-long Steelworkers
strike in Columbiana, just a few miles
from Birmingham, a scab ran down and
killed two strikers.

The workers in the steel mills, rail-

roads, rubber plants and mines of the
Birmingham area—this “Pittsburgh of
the South”—have a rich tradition of inte-
grated class struggle. Led by black and
white Communists, steel workers used
sitdown strikes to win a dramatic CIO
victory in Birmingham in 1936. But after
championing cases like the Scottsboro
Boys in the early ’30s, the Communist
Party derailed and betrayed the struggle
for black freedom and working-class
revolution through its support for the
Democratic Party, which in the Deep
South meant support for the Jim Crow
Dixiecrats.

Today, the liberals and nationalists
who echo Clinton’s campaign on “black
on black crime” and “community vio-
lence” are fueling the war on black
America. As with the “war on drugs”
and the bipartisan “crime” bill, the twin
parties of capitalism are beefing up the
police apparatus against blacks, while
targeting workers’ gains and seeking
to gut the unions. This country desper-
ately needs a multiracial revolutionary
workers party which can lead all the
oppressed in a fight against the capitalist
system of racism and oppression. m

Waco |
Verdict...

(continued from page 12)

League. We tell the truth, that this
state, the deadly enemy of workers and
the oppressed, is hell-bent on enforcing
a monopoly of armed force in order
to further oppress defenseless subjects.
When the rulers call for “gun control”
in the name of “stopping violence,” just
remember the flames leaping from the
Mount Carmel commune.

Today, all that remains of the David-
ians’ Mount Carmel commune are some
blackened foundations surrounded by
barbed wire. In the Waco morgue, 40
charred bodies still remain to be claimed.
The Waco holocaust is the bloody sig-
nature of the Clinton regime, as the 1985
MOVE massacre in Philadelphia was for
Reagan. The immolation of the Branch
Davidians, a quirky religious group that
only sought to be left alone to practice
their religion, and to exercise their right
to bear arms, cries out Tor justice. We
will not forget. m
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WORKERS VANGUARD

One year ago a heroic defender of
women’s rights, Dr. David Gunn, was
murdered by an anti-abortion assassin in
Florida. No isolated act, this shocking
crime focused national attention on the
escalating deadly terror by “pro-life”
reactionaries. On 10 March 1993, Dr.
Gunn arrived at the Pensacola Women’s
Medical Services Clinic, one of the stops
on his 1,000-mile “circuit riding” weekly
schedule performing abortions in places
where no other doctor could be found.
Outside the clinic, he was met by “Rescue
America” anti-abortion bigots harassing
staff and patients. As he stepped out of
his car, one of the “right to life” thugs
opened fire, drilling three bullets from
a .38 into his back.

Now Dr. Gunn’s cowardly killer,
Michael Griffin, is on trial, charged with

efend
' Abortion
Clinics!

1993 (left).
WV Pholo
first-degree murder. One of his likely
defenses, according to the New York
Times (22 February), is that Griffin was
“compelled to act by John Burt, the
regional director of the Operation Rescue
anti-abortion crusade,” who “inundated
Mr. Griffin with hate literature and
graphic videos.” Burt’s done a hell of a
lot more than that. Burt is a “former”
Ku Klux Klansman who was involved
in lynch mob violence against school
integration in St. Augustine in the 1960s.
Burt has also admitted he was the “spir-
itual adviser” to two men arrested for
1984 Pensacola abortion clinic bomb-
ings, just as he “advised” Griffin.

The terrorist bombers of women’s
abortion clinics, like the racist night-
riders of the KKK, are stepping up their
deadly attacks. In most of the country,

- Fremont, California—Spartacists and Labor Black
League protest “Operation Rescue” meeting, 11 June
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clinics are increasingly few and far
between. Beleaguered abortion doctors,
who now routinely wear bulletproof
vests, are becoming an endangered spe-
cies. Six months after Dr. Gunn was mur-
dered, Dr. George Tiller was wounded
in the arm by an anti-abortion fanatic
outside his clinic in Wichita, Kansas.
Because he is one of the few doctors
who will perform late-term abortions,
Dr. Tiller was one of the main targets
of the 1991 “Operation Rescue” summer
offensive. For six weeks, the O.R. fanat-
ics blockaded his Wichita clinic; over
2,000 were arrested. A survey of 281 clin-
ics by the Feminist Majority Foundation
reported that in the first seven months
of 1993 half were attacked by vandalism,

death threats, stalking, assault and bat- '

tery, and attempted murder.

Hono Dr.vid Gunh

* Miller/Montgomery Advertiser

The bloody terror against women con-
tinues, even as mainstream feminists hail
the ascension of the “Billary” Demo-
cratic White House. After three terms of
Reagan/Bush reaction, bourgeois femi-
nists saw their chance to get some clout,
and looked to the Democrats to reverse
a decade of anti-woman, anti-abortion
assaults. But “power feminist” Hillary,
imperialist commander in chief Bill and
their super-macho attorney general Janet
Reno, the butcher of Waco, are no friends
of working women.

When Dr. Gunn was murdered last
year, we noted that some feminists were
pushing for a federal law against blocking
clinic access. We warned, “It is obvious
that such ‘no blocking’ laws will be used
against strikers who try to shut down

continued on page 4

Jury Didn’t Buy Feds’ Conspiracy Frame-Up

Almost one year after launching the
deadly raid on the Branch Davidian
religious commune near Waco, Texas
which ultimately produced the fiery
inferno in which some 86 people were
incinerated, the U.S. government of
mass murderers Bill Clinton and Janet
Reno failed in its vindictive attempt to
convict the survivors of the massacre on
murder and conspiracy charges.

On February 26, all eleven surviving
Branch Davidians on trial were acquitted
by a San Antonio jury of murder and
murder conspiracy, and four were acquit-
ted of all charges. As in the Randy
Weaver case, of an Idaho right-wing
“survivalist” accused of murder after the
FBI killed his wife and son, the jury
didn’t buy the feds’ frame-up. However,
five survivors convicted of voluntary
manslaughter and two others convicted
on trumped-up weapons charges could
face up to ten years in jail. “We’re free,
but we're not free,” said 63-year-old
Woodrow Kendrick sadly; he lost his

daughter, son-in-law and three grand-

children in the blaze.
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There was a conspiracy to commit
murder in Waco, and the blood is all on
the hands of Clinton, Reno and their
agents, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (BATF) and FBI, who
planned and executed the mass murder
of the racially integrated group‘for the
“crime” of self-defense against an armed
invasion of their home. After the verdict,
Attorney General Reno made it clear
what it was all about. No more talk about
“child abuse” (she killed the kids in
order to “save” them): four government
agents died in the raid, and the victims
had to pay.

The government’s lies about being
“ambushed” are exposed on their own
tape, which records the Davidians’ fran-
tic call to the police 911 emergency num-
ber during the February 28 BATF raid:
“There’s 75 men around our building and
they’re shooting at us! Tell ’em there’s
women and children in here and to call
it off!” At least 25 times on the record-
ings, the Davidians’ pleas to the BATF
to stop firing are heard.

Debunking the government’s claim
that the raid was necessary, a defense
witness testified that eight months before
the raid BATF agents refused a chance

to talk to David Koresh, the Davidians’
leader, when he invited them to inspect
the compound’s weapons. Clearly the
BATF, fending off attempts by the FBI
to absorb it, sought to pull off a dramatic
raid to justify its existence; any innocent
lives snuffed out in the process were sim-
ply “collateral damage.”

Within hours of the April 19 massacre,
the Spartacist League initiated an emer-
gency protest at the Federal Building in
New York, raising a cry of outrage
against the bloodthirsty U.S. rulers. Two
days later, we picketed FBI headquarters
in Washington, with placards denounc-
ing “FBI Baby Killers” and demanding
the immediate release of the survivors
of Clinton’s holocaust. We seek to sear
the memory of this horrendous slaughter
into the consciousness of the interna-
tional working class.

While the bourgeois press sought to
blame the Waco inferno on the victims,
they were echoed by liberals and leftists
from the Nation to the Communist Party
to the misnamed Revolutionary Workers

continued on page 11
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