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Capitalists 77
push workers b
to compete ‘i

Felix Martin, Labor Editor

Ever since Bush returned from his trip to Japan, the
media have been filled with American politicians blam-

# %

ing the Japanese for our economic problems here and’

remarks by the Japanese rulers, who are talking against
the American workers, saying we are stupid and lazy.
Why are the capitalists talking like that?

To me, it is very clear. The whole idea from the capi--
talists is always to get workers to compete against each
other and to regard the workers of another country as
the enemy, rather than seeing that the biggest enemy is
always at home, from your own ruling class.

WHAT IS ‘MADE IN THE USA’

In February, I was at the monthly meeting of retirees
from the General Motors South Gate plant. The meet-
ing went into overtime; in fact, it took up the time
scheduled for the bingo game. Our local union leaders
were telling us that we had to be against' the Japanese,
and they were crying about the fact that so many auto
_-workers drive foreign cars.

Well, most of the membership that took the
ﬂoor—-and that included many who had never spoken at
one of these meetings on anything before—wanted to
talk about the so-called “American” car that is filled
with parts made all over the world, except in the U.S.
. 'The biggest thing “American” about it is that it has the
name General Motors on it,

Since that retirees meeting in early February, General
Motors has come out with the announcement about 14
plants it is going to shut down in the U.S. That includes

its engme production plant in Moraine, Ohio, which it is .

moving to Toluea, Mexico!

1 recently learned about something else that the

American capitalists will do in order to say “Made in

America.” Manufacturers operating on the island of Sai-

pan in the Marianas, a chain of islands in the Pacific

Ocean ruled by the U.S,; are keepmg Chinese immigrant
(continued on page 3)

Thomas
‘something
different’

Battles against sexism and for a new society:

by Lou Turner :
We haven’t had to wait long to assess the damage

wrought by the ideological confusion in the Black com-
munity over Clarence Thomas and Black conservatism.

The political fallout extends to the NAACP where such

high-profile board members as Julian Bond are re-
moved, and the organization’s executive director, Ben
~ Hooks, is forced to resign over the ideological direction
of this oldest civil rights organization in Ameriea.

More far-reaching have been the Supreme Court rul-
ings handed down by Justice Clarence Thomas during
< -his short tenure on the Court. They are opinions which,
whether in the majority or the minority, placge Thomas
far beyond the ideological pale of his Black petty-bour-
geois supporters. One of these “liberal’ sycophants is
Chicago Tribune columnist Clarence Page, who we’ll
return to in a moment. First, we must survey the dam-
age Justice Thomas has wrought

- JUDICIAL RETROGRESSION

In three key cases effecting Black civil rights, work-

. ers’ rights and pnson reform, Clarence Thomas’ actions
evoke the very image of a “hlgh-tech lynching” that he
summoned in order to gain support for his troubled
nomination to the Supreme Court. He has, in short, as-
sumed the attitude of a hanging judge toward human
rights.

At the end of January, the Reagan-Bush ‘Supreme
Court ruled 6-to-3 against Black plaintiffs in an
‘Alabama votings rights case, and again ruled 6-to-3
against the rights of labor unions to organize by distrib-
uting union . literature -on .company property.  Thomas
“concurred ‘in both decisions and wrote the opinion in

the labor case. Where previous rulings: had shown flexi-

bility - in interpreting workers’ - rights to organize
through unions having access to company property,
Thomas articulated the Reagan-Bush Court’s desire to
erode such rights.

(continued on page 9)
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The unfinished tasks of today’s
Women’s Liberation Movement

Los Angeles County workers, kae workers in big
cities across the U.S., are taking to the streets
protesting city budget cutbacks. -

by Terry Moon

On April 5, 1992, thousands of women will meet in
Washington, D.C., for a March for Women’s Lives. So
alarmed are women that this Reagan/Bush reactionary
Supreme Court will either overturn Roe vs. Wade, the
1973 decision legalizing women’s right to abortion, or
render it meaningless, that April 5 promises to be a
massive demonstration.

_-But women will not be marching for abortion rights

alone, even though the unprecedented attack against
the right to abortion is a siege on the most basic right of
a woman to contro! her own body. Rather women are
protesting the total attack against all aspects of their
lives. Thege attacks against women are a matter of life
and death. :

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

An unprecedented contradiction confronts the strug-

' gle for freedom: today. At the very moment that the

world has reached a phenomenal new historic point
with the long overdue collapse of the state-capitalist to-
talitarianism that called itself Communism—and simul-
taneously we confront the deepest economic and social
crises since the Great Depression right at home—we
confront, as well, the nearly total collapse of the Left,
which is allowing the retrogression unleashed against
all the freedom movements to go unchallenged. Far

from running in retreat at the supposed “death of

Marxism,” what is demanded is the absolute oppo-
site—the kind of intensive effort to project Marx’s

Marxism that News & Letters has undertaken.

The hunger for a new, human society grows daily. It

is seen in the excitement and dialogue which has greet-

ed the new edition of Raya Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Lux-
emburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy

- of Revolution. It is seen in the way women are bat-

thng the attacks on their right to control their own bod-
ies; the way youth are rejecting a decaying educational
system; the way Black America is fighting an ever-ris-
ing raclsm the way workers continue to fight ever-
worsening condmons of their labor in those shops not
yet shut down. All of these forces are looking for a way
out of this degenerate society whose rulers are trying to
make us believe that this is the face of our future.

* * *

@ Never was it more important to search out and
provide a forum for the voices of all those forces of re-
volt, nationally and internationally, unseparated from a
philosophy -of revolution that articulates the Idea of
Freedom for our age—as we aim to do in every issue of
News & Letters. BUT WE CANNOT CONTINUE

WITHOUT YOUR HELP!

©® At the same time, never was it more important to

.. rediscover. the: phllosophy of Marxist-Humanism, which

was_hewed out by 'Raya Dunayevskaya over fully half a

century, and which was grounded in Marx’s concept of a

new-society as ‘‘a‘new. Humanism.” Because, from the
beginning; her theory of state-capitalism established for
the world the sharp divide betweernn Marx’s Marxism
and what the post-Marx Marxists perverted as
Marxism, it propelled her on to the founding of the phi-

i
E

While Susan Faludi’s best- selhng book, Backlash
The Undeclared War Against American Women, con-
centrates on women in the U.S., that war is worldwide.
From Iran to Algeria, from Israel to Poland, women are
fighting religious fundamentalism—Islamic, Jewish and
Catholic. The horror fundamentalism foists on women
is now being seen in Ireland where it took massive dem- -
onstrations to overturn a court ruling that would have
prevented a 14-year-old girl, pregnant from being raped
by her friend’s father, from getting an abortion in Eng- -
land.

TOTALITY OF THE ATTACK

The extent of the war against women can be seen in
the recent revelations on silicone breast implants: up to

" one million women have been treated worse than guinea

pigs. It can be seen in academia, where a few self-pro-
claimed ‘“‘“feminist” professors—with plenty of support
from the right wing and those who attack so-called ‘‘po-
litical correctness’’—are trashing women’s studies pro-
fessors, programs and departments that are struggling
to survive. It can be seen in the escalating attacks on
Lesbians, in the streets—including murder (see story .
page 2)—and in the courts, when their children are tak-

(continued on page 10)

From the Writings = of Raya
Dunayevskaya—On the mternal
cause of capitalist crisis............p.4
Philosophic Dialogue—Was Rosa Luxemburg
a feminist? p.5

Editorial-U. S. rushes into central Asia...p.5

losophy of revolution for our age. A re-study of that
theory now—both in its origin and in its develop-
ment—is crucial for responding to the new objective
situation we. confront today, unseparated from the
fullness of the Idea of Freedom.

It is that urgency that compelled us to prepare for

~ publication the selections of Raya Dunayevskaya’s writ-

ings we have called Marxist-Humanism’s Theory of

State-Capitalism. BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP TO

GET IT OFF THE PRESS! i
* * *

Although we have no paid staff, every increase in our
rent and in the cost of printing N&L~both of which we
have just suffered—is a serious blow. Today’s economic
crisis has hit all of us in the most concrete way; we

~ know it has hit your pocket just as it has hit ours. Yet,

at every such point since N&L began in 1955, we have
been able to keep going with the help of our readers. To
continue N&L and to raise the $10,000 needed to get
our new book on Marxist-Humanism’s Theory of State- -
Capitalism off the press WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR

HELP AGAIN! -

PLEASE—GIVE AS GENEROUSLY
AS YOU CAN OF YOUR SUPPORT
AND YOUR IDEAS! WE CANNOT
CONTINUE WITHOUT THEM!

NEWS & LETTERS, 59 E. Van Buren, Room 707,
Cbzcago, IL 60605

-
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i [JEnclosed is my contribution $_____ to help !
| keep N&L going. :
: [)Ienclose $—_____ for the Raya Dunayevskaya J
| Memorial Fund to help keep her works in print |
i and continue the organization and presentation |
| of her documents to The Raya Dunayevskaya |
| Collection at Wayne State University’s Archlves |
1 of Labor and Urban Affalrs |
i {
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Adnenne Rsch greets new publicatlon of

Rosa LuXemburg, Women’ s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution

On Feb. 1,a book party in celebration of the new
edition of Raya Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Luxemburg,

Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Plulosopby of .

Revolution, sponsored by the Women’s Studies
Program, was celebrated at DePaul Umvers1ty in
Chicago. The over 75 participants heard Olga Do-
manski, Co-National Organizer of News and Letters
Committees, and Lou Turner, “Black World” col-
umnist for News & Letters. Below we print Adri-
enne Rich’s greetings that she sent to be read at
the book party.
®

I join you today in celebrating the mspu'atlon
that Raya Dunayevskaya has been to all of us. In a
moment when Marxism and socialism are being de-
clared a dead letter, her letters to the world flare up
with a particular vitality. We can be sure that

Olga lhmanskl and Lou Turner at book party

. try to carry on, in our diverse ways, this vision.-

-4 Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution. I enclose {

1 $12.95 plus $2 postage per copy. |
! Name Phone :
4 Address State——_Zip §
1. N&L, 59 E. Van Buren, Chicago, IL 60605 }

am—

‘Marxism is no more dead than the women’s libera-.

tion movement is dead, that the ways of reading rf o

“Marx that Raya mapped for us are more challeng-

~“ing than ever in our time.

! What Raya taught me is that Marxxsm itself is
yet to be discovered, that the post-Marx Marxists,
beginning with Engels, understood as much about
that “new continent’” as Columbus did about his
landfall of 1492. For me, Raya walks on into the fu-
ture, in her restless impatience and world-aware-
ness, and I hear her reminding us yet again: k

© “Only live human heings can create the revolu-

- tionary dialectic forever anew. It is our generatzon
that experienced the need for measuring up to ‘rev-
olution in permanence.’ It is our generation that
has suffered through so many transformations into
opposite and new tyrannies even after the old was
overthrown and power won. It is to our generation
that what happens ‘the day after’ becomes so ur-
gent. It is not a question of asking for a blueprint.
1t is the imperativeness for a philosophy that has as
its goal not only the overthrow of the old system,

. 'but creation of the new that would be truly a class-
less, non-racist, non-sexist society of new human re-
lations.” ,

As a-poet, my work is in solidarity with yours as we

—Adrienne Rich, 1992
1 “Ploase send me a copy of Raya Dunayevskaya's |
1 Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and |

Health care horrors

Los Angeles, Cal.—We pregnant women can get
plenty nervous, but it isn’t because of our hormones.
Women's health care in this society is confusing, imper-
sonal and in too many cases horribly inadequate.

My first baby was born when I was on welfare in a
hospital so dirty my husband and mother wanted to
take me home while I was still in labor. My Health

‘Maintenance Organization (HMO) hospital is sparkling -
clean, but so bureaucratic that I've only gotten haif the

- recqgmmended pre-natal appointments.

One thmg I've found repeatedly is that women are

- never. given enough information about the process of

pregnancy/labor, yet we are blamed if anything goes
wrong. At the HMO I was given a slick 92-page pam-
phlet that had about two pages of useful information. It

gives you a list of symptoms that you should report to

your doctor, but nowhere says what these symptoms in-
dicate or rates their seriousness. It also says that ‘“‘some
women may experience some discomfort during labor.”
Ha! Ask any sister who has ever given birth.

When T told one doctor I'd had pre-term contractions
he scolded me for not reporting to the emergency room.
When 1 reported this to an emergency room doctor after
developing further symptoms, the doctor chuckled and
said the baby was just getting comfortable. Clearly, both
of them think women can’t handle their own health
care. And they don’t want us to!

Then the so-called “pro-life” forces and the * ‘pro-fam-
ily”” media created the myth that high-risk pregnancies

' all work out. I was in the maternity ward when I heard

a woman screaming in agony: The screams came from a
swoman who lost her baby when her blood pressure esca-
{ated. I still her that scream.

—Radical L. A. mother
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- society. Deeply wounded by the wretched reality a

by Mary Jo Grey

- Shouting “Guilty!” a crowd of angry women in Kings-

ton, Ontario rocked the car driven by graduate student
Robert Van Ostrom after he was acquitted of raping
three undergraduate women last December. Women'’s

groups are demanding a change in Canadian rape laws

because they do not adequately protect the rights of
women.

* * K

Wangari Maatha, well-known woman activist, environ-
mentalist and founder of the Green Belt Movement in
Kenya, has been charged with “spreading false ru-
mors,”’ after attending a meeting in Nairobi opposing a
threatened military government and supporting expand-
ed democratic rights and a multi-party system. Her con-
dition was so bad she had to be carried from the court-
room after being released from prison on bail. On
March 3, she and three other women were clubbed un-
conscious by riot police as she, along with several hun-
dred other women, demanded freedom for political pris-
oners. Send letters of protest to: Attorney General, P.C.
Box 40112, Nairobi, Kenya.
—Information from
Women Living Under Muslim Laws

1 Black women -pushed out

Chicago IH.—In comparing today with the 1960s; '
what I see is that Black women are being pushed out. In ;

_the 1960s, although we were still second-class citizens,
. .we were included in Blackness by being encouraged to
‘wear African .dress, natural hair, take African names, ...

read Black male writers. This meant we were included. -

‘as being Black. But in the 1990s we’re isolated. Among ’

Black men we're not considered fully tobe»Black peo- ;.

women —we’re Black people.. ‘We're ever in limbo.

. ple—we’re women. Among white women, we’re not fully. -

' There is a perception that Black women madé..p

‘great gains af the expense of Black men. But I think. : .
‘it was tokenism. Black men who didn’t experience . : -
‘the movement think white women are getting all the - :
jobs. There is also the perception that Black women . .- .
are getting all the jobs—which has even-less valid- -

ity. And Black women become the scapegoat.
Rather then addressing the real causes of problems

_within the African American community, many Blacks,

both men and women, find it safer to direct their anger: . ..
- “at Black womsen-—parhcularly feminists. - b
~" 1Isn’t part of the issue what people perceive.as libera- -
tion? Black men may see it as being like the .oppressor. : .
and being able to oppress women. White women may. -

see it as having equality with white men and being able
to oppress peopleof color and their less fortunate white
sisters. Why would Pat Buchanan, or even a David
Duke, get significant percentages of the white vote?

Why would whites want to support people’ whose -poli-
. cles and ideologies got them into trouble in“the first-
place? Perhaps white people, like many people of color, -
percewe liberation as: “Let me do what the oppressor ';

does.”
-—Glorxa

Lesbian feministikilled

CIaremant, Cal.—1 was still reeling from the viru-

lent attack: of two anti-feminist,” anti-lesbian articles
published prominently in the Los Angeles Times,*

when I learned the frightening news of the brutal mur- -

der of a leshian-feminist activist, Nancy Willem, on Feb.
4 in nearby Riverside.

Nancy was an out lesbian activist who had been

involved for years with the women’s community.
She was prominent in Riverside’s recent conten-
tious battle against a gay/lesbian hate ordinance,

and in the protests against Governor Wilson’s veto

of the gay rights bill. She worked as a rape crisis
counselor and it was at work, at the Behavioral
Health Services, that her killers methodically
sought her out and broke through the locked doors.
Their intention was to kill, since nothing was stolen.

An increasingly hostile environment, manifested in
incidents such as this, must call forth all'our powers of
creativity, Therefore it is no coincidence that the anti-
feminists like columnist Sally Quinn are trying to con-
vince us of the opposite: that while feminism needed
“extremists to get it off the ground,” such “extremists”
have now *“‘outlived their effectiveness.” Nina Easton, in
her article, comments with trivializing disdain about
feminist literature that uses language “borrowed from
combat; ‘battle,’ ‘victim,’” ‘war against women.’ ”’ _

These articles are part of an offensive against any
feminism less tepid than dishwater. They strive to blunt
our passions—both women’s joys and women’s an-
gers—and totally erase lesbian existence, even as Nan-
cy's killers not only killed her, but hoped to kill some-
thing within all women who love women and who pro-
test the violence and hatred that patriarchy represents.

1, for one, am proud to consider myself an extremist
in my love for women. And I will fight, not for the tame

feminism that Quinn offers—“the principle that women

should have political, economic and social rights equal
to men”~but for feminism as action, a dynamic goal
that encompasses such rethinking and remaking of our
lives and societies that crushing anyone’s spirit and
body is no longer even conceivable. —~Jennifer

* The two articles were: “Feminists Have Killed Feminism,” by Sally
Quinn, L. A. Times, Jan. 23, 1992 and “I'm Not a Feminist But ...” by
Nina J. Easton, L. A, Times Magazine, Feb. 2, 1992.

Outraged Korean ‘comfort women’ fight back

Hak-Sun Kim, in her mid-60s, was one of the most
outraged demonstrators on Jan. 13 in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, protesting a visit by Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa of Japan, who still denies the official policy
during World War II regarding so-called “comfort wom-
en.” She was one of 200,000 women kidnapped from

Korea and forced to serve in battlefront brothels for the

Japanese Imperial Army. Confined to filthy shanties,
they were forced to have sex with 20 to 50 soldiers a
day. Many died during this heinous work.

The Japanese army poisoned and starved most of the
women to death in the trenches or caves when the mili-
tary leaders ordered the army to retreat right after the
war was over. Those Korean women, after being physi-
cally ‘usurped, were killed without knowing that they
could go back home. ;

“The war has never'erded for them. Thoug
ma.naged ‘to dome Bac!‘r ltke ‘Hak-Sun K;m, t ey
dlseése éxfrem pov‘e“{t
ble’ hﬁmﬂ atiori i’ then' coniseivative

lot of women chose suicide.
When asked to take responsibility for reparations by

Korean women’s organizations, Japan denied it com-

- wometq and that 200 to 300 soldiers vxmted them daily. ;

w.,

manded, operated and controlled the battlefront broth-
els for it military. However, official documents were re-
cently found to contradict Japan’s statement.

Encouraged by some brave women, more have
come forth to speak their hidden voices. A woman
kidnapped at 16 in 1938, shows ‘her scar and says

that when she resisted in fear a lientenant stabbed.

her on:the breast and raped her when she fainted.
She saw comfort women beaten to death because
they did not do what they were asked.

Four:Korean women’s organizations decided to go to
Japan together in January to get more witnesses. They
set up a help phone for military comfort women. There
were about 280 calls over three days. Some of the call-
ers had been soldiers who. visited the comfort women.
bne said  his ; militady station: ‘had “about 30. ¢oinfort !

provided them with frucks. -
of the callers also threatehed” the Korean wom-
en’s oqgamzatlons and bitterly denounced them for try-
ing to reveal such an ugly past. Well...when our past is
ugly, do we have to write a fiction to dream on instead
of a history?

—Una H. Kim--

N

il
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Profit-based health care 'hurts

Chicago, Ill.—Last December I had a serious asth-

ma attack. I was taken by:paramedics to the nearest

hospital emergency room and admltted to the hospital,
not a new experience for me. This time, however, I

‘made observatlons durmg my stay that I had not made

before. :

The hospital staff nurses and aides were overworked
to the point of ‘exhaustion, running from one room to
another. As a worker on production lines in meatpack-
ing plants, T had thought of myself as being at the more

physical end of labor. I saw these people being worked

just as hard asline workers, which showed me that all
workers are equal in- that they are misused by capital.
The division of mental and manual labor is more visi-

" ble in a hospital than anywhere else. While I was having

another attack, the nurses wouldn't give me a breathing
treatment or increase the dosage of my medication until
the doctor said it was okay. I knew through experience

that an increase in breathing treatments would help me, - :

yet as I sat there struggling to breathe, the nurses,
probably in fear of losing their jobs, would not act until

‘the doctor approved. This is a hell of a lot of power for
-any human to have over others.

THE EVIL HANDS OF capitalism have gotten
hold of hospitals and health care and turned them into
big business. If it is not profitable, it doesn’t cut it. The

"closing of many hospitals in Chicago alone proves it.

The big pharmaceutical companies, the AMA, hospi-
tals and insurance companies have forced health care
workers, who entered this field to help care for others,
to follow policies that are geared towards making a prof-
it. They have further frustrated those workers and pa-
tients by understaffing and cutting corners to increase

‘the profit margin and; in general, have turned health

care into one big, ugly beast that hurts while it helps.

All working people in the U.S. must have health care,
but the politicians and the government will not give
workers a truly great health care program as long as
someone is making money on it. The only way 1 see
working people getting the health care all humans
should have is by kllhng the beast, and only a revolution
will do that. —Martin Almora

) e
New York, .N.Y.—A rally and march of 28,000
health care workers and their supporters was held Feb.

' 7 in Manhattan to protest Gov. Cuomo’s proposed Medi-

caid cuts of more than $1 billion. A conference followed
on Feb. 15. Most of the thousand participants were dele-
gates of Local 1199 Drug, Health and Hospital Workers
Union.

There were a few workshop participants who were in
management positions. One hospital worker comment-
ed, “If we see these management people with us'now, it
is because they, too, are affected by these Medicaid
budget cuts. It means fewer bucks for them It is not
because they are really concerned about us.’

Another health care worker said, “We are protesting

Who will work today?

Chicago, Ill.—Helene Curtis Industries is the
fourth largest producer of “‘personal care’” products (lo-
tions, deodorants, shampoos, conditioners and hair
sprays) in the U.S. and is approaching one billion dol-
lars in sales. Yet fifty percent of the work force at Hel-
ene Curtis’ Chicago manufacturing facxhty (the largest
of two) are day laborers.

The ‘‘dailies” are mostly Black and Latino. They are
paid $30 for an eight-hour shift; $45 for 12 hours, and

. Teceive no benefits. They. wait before each shift in a

“processing center’”’ under the watchful eyes of several

' ‘Helene Curtis guards. The production lines assess their

needs, and then someone comes to pick out the women
and men who will work that day Those not chosén are

: sent home.

Once inside the plant, a “dally’ ” hours are not guar-
anteed. One night a “daily” whq was working on our
line was sent home as soon as an employee who started
that night had proved that she could pack. When our
line was down another night, our supervisor sent two
young women—one 16 years old and the other
17—home on the bus at three o’clock in the morning.

Some of the ‘‘dailies” are “regulars,” who come to

. ‘work at the same time on the same lines every; day.
: Others work a variety of shifts to accumulate 60 or
. more hours per week. None of these people were includ-

ed in our training session on working with hazardous
chemicals. None of them are invited to the party to cele-
brate the company’s one billion dollars in sales.

If you express concern about the “dailies,” the super-
visors react as if you were speaking about a sub-human
species. Some permanent employees are just as insensi-
tive. The ‘‘dailies” are ordered about, tested, yelled at,
insulted and sexually harassed. Helene Curtis continues
to profit.

—B. Ann Lastelle

Subscribe to News & Letters
Read a unique newspaper in which workers
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'wquers }t is ettm.g impy
_vive, and every

here, but the effects of these budget cuts are already be-

“ing felt. In our agency, we were told that our working
hours. will be ‘cut to four-hour, instead of eight-hour,

- ghifts.” One home health aide related that more than a

- thousand people who are receiving personal care ser-
vices in the city require 24-hour care, meaning a worker -

stays in the home 24 hours a day, but is paid for only
12.

MEANTIME, AT Manhattan’s Beth Israel Medical

: k Center, an unusual pact between management and Lo-
~ cal 1199 was reached three months before the industry-

wide contract expires. According to Dr. Robeért Newman,

_ Beth Israel’s president, it represents ‘‘a commonality of

interest in labor peace, job security and patient care and
marks the most productive way to enhance revenues
and economize on costs. As much as it sounds like a
radical approach, the Japanese workplace concept is
what we are puttmg into practice.”

This pact is a reflection of what Dennis Rivera, presi-
dent of Local 1199, describes as enlightened labor rela-
tions policy. Workers will also be managers, A member
of Local 1199 remarked, “Who wants to be managers
under a profit-based health care system? We see our pa-
tients as human beings, and we want to provide as

 much care as we can. We will have to do what manage-

ment does: force each other to work harder to generate

' maore revenues, not to improve our quality of life or the

1, 2

patient’s. —Concerned health care worker

Nationalism vs. workers

Dearborn, Mich.—The corporate nationalist con-
flict shetween Japan and the U.S. is not. ‘concerned wﬂ;he

: aHewanng the auto! iworkers! dilémma. An auto worker

is an auto worker, Ehmhever nation one lives and works
in. As auto workers, we need to see through the at-

tempts by each nation to blame the other and rajse ani-

" mosities. Sadly eriough, auto workers do not formulate
’ corporate or national policies.

Surveys: taken in Japan indicate conditions which are

not alien to auto workers in the U.S. The condmons R
. causing this stress and chronic fatigue need to be ad- i
_ dressed by workers wherever they are employed on as- -

sembly lines. :
Competition betwaen auto workers doesn’t result in
more jobs overall. It results in increased productivity -

- through increased hours of labor. Somewhere it results

in jobs lost. Solidarity in addressing the issues of over-
time and the length of the workday would result in full-
er employment. The implementation of a shorter work-
day would be most successful 1f brought about across
the borders mternatwnally

This is the direction we need to steer our umons, cos -

operating together to allow technology to make work

less strenuous for auto workers as a whole. If the work:
- week was shortened significantly in one nation, it would

be necessary to boyeott products from nations in which
‘the workday was not similarly shortened until the work-
day is reduced universally.

—Concerned UAW member, Local 600

[ Diamond Walnut onlyoffers peanuts |

Editor’s note: A rally and march were held in Stockton,
Cal, on Feb. 22 to support the 500 workers at Diamond
Walnut Company, members of Teamsters Local 601, who
have been on strike since September 1991. Diamond is the
world’s largest walnut processing plant, part of a grower-
owned co-op which last year made a profit of $12.5 million.
Below we print the comments of two strikers.

I’ve been at Diamond 18 years and worked nearly ev-
ery job they have. They used to let very few women
work in the plant, but now we run the place; three-
fourths of the workers are women. We produce 20,000
pounds of walnuts in a shift in the season.

Sorting is probably the most tedious position, because
you sit on the line for eight hours and pick out the
cracked nuts when they come out of the silos. But even
this was a good job back in the late 1970s when we had
a decent contract. Back then sorters made $9 an hour.
Seasonals (two-thirds of us are seasonals) would come
in at $8, whereas now it’s $5 with no benefits.

We took those cuts in the 1985 contract because the
company said they’d help us out down the road if we

~ . (continued from page 1)
workers there under slave labor conditions, producmg
clothing with “Made in the USA” labels.

These Chinese, mostly women workers are brought to
Saipan, are housed in guarded barracks and work at fac-
tories inside compounds that are fenced and guarded.
The workers have to surrender their passports to the
factories’ owners on arrival in Saipan,

They are made to work seven days a week—11 hours
a day Monday through Saturday, and eight and one-half
hours on Sunday—earning less than the legal “Ameri-
can” minimum wage on Saipan, which is $2.15 per
hour! These American slave masters ship $100 million
worth of duty-free clothing labeled “Made in the USA”
to the U.S. each year and market it under major brand
names.

LABOR GAINS TAKEN AWAY

There were some at my retirees’ meeting who were
saying, ‘‘Vote for the Democrats,” but over all, both the
Democrats and the Republicans caught hell. One fellow
said: “Since we in this room retired, the capitalists and
government leaders have taken away almost everything
we won for labor over the last 50 years. What have
those damn Democrats done to stop it? Workers have
never won by going to the government.”

When I look at the world today, I feel that something
just has to happen, somethmg has to come from the
2§s; le for, peoplq to, even sur;

6 knows things will be.even worse, |

"~ for their, chlldren But he e;sf.m yself is not:
: pnly, w‘hjen 1 “e” wor g%qovg Fﬁgy wha t g:z?n:
those of us tho right now are ready or revolution do to

help that needed self-development? We can’t allow any
new movement to get: sidetracked as all movements
have in the past.

News & Letters photo
helped-them. Now they demand even lower wages and
more cuts in benefits. So you can see how they turned
their backs on us. They even wanted us to train the
scabs before we walked out, but no one would do it!
Management had to come out of their offices to do it,
but they don’t know how production works, we do.

—Black woman
L B :

Today’s rally is the biggest we’ve had so far. It re-
minds me of the kind of people power we had over 20
years ago during a United Farm Workers strike in Ari-
zona. | was picking lemons then. The problem today is
we're usually lacking that power. The union, for in-
stance, has never asked us what we want from this
strike. That bothers us a lot, because everyone expects a
lot from such a big union like the Teamsters.

Today a woman from the Ragu cannery here in Stock-
ton told me her Teamsters local hadn’t told them a
thing about what’s going on with the Diamond strike.
That’s the problem. They should tell them we're at a
stalemate. They should tell them not to accept cuts.

The company didn’t only cut our wages, they made
the work harder. I used to unload 50 bags of nuts, each
weighing 50 pounds, from a pallet onto a truck in five
minutes. Then they knocked out some positions, and we
had to double the speed! When other workers know
these things, it becomes easier to spot the company try-
ing to get away with it in'your own plant.

—Mexican man

Bosses play games

Chicago, Ill.—When I was talked into going on the
night shift at Toys-R-Us, I saw on my check more mon-

ey per hour than what I was told I was to get. I told all-

about this, so that there was not one person in the store
who did not know my- pay, and there was no pressure
between us. I thought at the time that this action be-
tween us workers was the thing that would undo the
chess game that the bosses play on our minds, that pits
one worker against the other.

After the night shift was ended, I saw what I thought

was a mistake on my check. I went to talk with the

. boss, and they told me I had been so-called “overpaid”

for that three months and that I must pay this so-called
“mistake’” back. After I got my head back, I said to my-
self: They are forcing me to stay in my place and forcing
me to work: ;

At this point, I have to thank my bosses, something

~that 1 thought I would never say in my life. You see,

sometimes you forget that, even when bosses are nice
people, that is limited by the nature of capitalism. No
matter what we as workers do, we are just reacting to
this capitalist world. The real answer is to move toward

‘s ;what Marx said in the Grusdrisse ih'1857-58: '

~ “What is this, if n'ot a sittation Wberb‘man does’ h’ot
s reproduce himself in any determired. fo
- produces his totality? Where hé does ‘not seek’ th .-
remain something formed by the past, but is in the
absolute movement of becoming?”’
Thxs vision is the only answer for us as workers.
'—David L. Anderson
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Founder of Marxist-Humanism

Editor’s note: The letter printed /be]ow was written to'

- Mike Connolly, Dec. 21, 1967, It was in response to his

letter to Dunayevskaya concerning the ideas of a theo-

" rist of council communism, Marc Chiric; on the theory
of capitalist*accumulation. Dunayevskaya subsequently: - -

placed this letter in The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-

- tion—=Marxist-Humanism: - a Half-Century of Its

World Development under the section on the process
of her writing Philosophy and Revolution (Microfilm
#4290). ‘

I will begin with...your first question about ‘“exactly
why the contradiction in eapitalism results from ‘the
What
is the internal cause of capitalist crisis?”’

- You must realize that the very categories of constant

and variable  capital—Marx’s originals—are related to
Subject. By creating these terms as against those used
by - bourgeois economics—fixed and circulating capi-
tal—Marx was saying two things simultaneously: (1) It
is not ‘a technical problem; it is not a question as to
whether capital is “fixed” like means of production, is
immovable property, or circulates like money. The real
guestion is does it, can it, cede value, surplus value,
unpaid ‘hours of congealed labor? (2) Well, neither

- means of production nor raw materials nor money for

that matter creates value; whatever went into the pro-
duction of either the means of production, raw materi-
als, etc., etc., is transferred, transferred but not in-
creased in value as, bit by bit, parts of its value are
put into the new commodity. In a word, if a machine
lasts ten years, its wear and tear has to be accounted for
in the products, commodities produced by it, but its own
value has already been “‘fixed” by the process of produc-
tion which produced it. So, in fact, all these are con-
stant in value; they are constant, or, to speak ‘‘vulgar-
ly,” cost whatever labor was put into it. On the other
hand, living labor (which appears in capitalist eyes
as variable capital because it, too, belongs to the
capitalist) is the one and only commodity of all the
millions that exchange daily that does undergo a
CHANGE IN MAGNITUDE, because you, the capitalist,
extract many unpaid hours of labor, it is not a thing;
“it” is a living person, it produces all your values, in-
cluding your surplus values.

Not only that. Since that little commodity, labor pow-

“er, that you buy is buried under that great fetishism of

commodities which “reifies” people, that is to say,
transforms people into things, becomes both a ‘“‘chemi-
cal” that dissolves all the many particular, specific kinds
of concrete labor into but one mass of abstract labor,
and yet cannot be killed off, remains alive, is Sub-
ject, [and since labor power] contains within itself all
the contradictions of your system, and is the one and
only [force] that can resolve the contradictions by over-
turning the very mode of your production, here is what
happens to YOU, Mr. Moneybags: (a) you think you are
smart by having to depend less and less on that rebel-
lious person, those “refractory hands,” the variable cap-
ital; and (b) you put more into dead labor, constant cap-
ital, those lovely machines that you think is the golden
goose that lays all the golden eggs; but in fact this pre-
ponderance of constant over variable capital results in
(¢) you have less and less of your precious profits, to
speak your language instead of the scientific one of val-
ues and surplus values. Ah yes, I can hear you laugh
since the mass of profits are so much with mass produc-
tion and greater machines, ‘‘the automation’ you wor-
ship so. But the truth is that the rate of profit has gone
down all the time and it is the expectation of ever great-
er rates that makes you invest, expand, etc. And, my
dear stupid fellow, you cannot expand that rate of profit

. if you keep using less and less of living labor relative to

b N ke

greater and greater investments :in machines for you
cannot suck -surplus out of your constant capital but
only out of variable capital; you can suck blood (what
you call profits and gold) out of living people, not dead.
NOW I WILL ADMIT, there is only a tendency

_.of a decline in the rate of profit, and there are many

; counteractmg tendencies, ‘games you play on the mar-
ket, home and abroad, but the greatness about economic -

laws, those little objective factors in behavior, is their
persistence of appearance. So, if you'll stop dismiss-
ing these appearances as mere show, accidents, next
time you’ll know better, you will note this about your
own history:

(i) Crises were born with capitalist production estab-
lished as factory production. Before 1825, your first
- general crisis, no one had ever heard of suffering from

too much production: it was always scarcity that got :

you into trouble, but here you are suffering from what

~you call “overproductlon

(i) These crises, though, don’t come from the market
even though you think they do because that’s where
they appear; they come from production, from produc-

ing ever more c/v, C/v, CCCCCCC/vvv [constant capi-
tal/variable capitall. I'll predict that the technologlcal
revolutions which make a machine obsolete in ten years
are the actual cause of your crises and you’ll have an
ever, ever bigger one every ten years or so.

Now, do you know that in these years no one paid any
attention to technologlcal revolutions as having any-
thing to do with crises, or the “internal” causes of cri-
ses? It would be all the way till 1929 when suddenly
bourgeois economics saw something in Marx’s analysis
of crises and began to build their business cycles on
them. But Marx wrote all that in 1867 (in fact it was
1857, ten years before the actual publication of Capital)
and while the bourgeoisie paid no attention to him, the
“Marxists” did and the first one who said Marx was all
wrong on the crises was Edward Bernstein, because no
crisis appeared on “the’” day it was supposed to. Rosa
Luxemburg rose to the defense of Marx—but in fact she
saw only “Subject,” or rather saw Subject only as force
that would overthrow capitalism, but not that some-
thing we can learn from them, ‘“‘exactly how'’ they
mean to resolve these crises. In any case, in the first
fight with Bernstein, Rosa won not only because she
posed revolution vs. reform, but, simply, because the de-
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What is the internal cause of
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bate was still going strong when the crisis came, and
bigger than ever. Where Rosa went thoroughly wrong
was not in that easy debate, but the next time around,
so to speak, when the guestion posed was not the easy
one for revolutionaries—revolution vs. reform—but the
event of World War I—actually two years in advance,
1912, when capitalism.reached a still newer stage of mo-
nopoly and finance,
" O.K. She was still a revolutionary but two ¢ sc1ent1ﬁc

matters she did not understand: (1) Did those little cate- |
gories, ¢/v, really mean everything; weren’t they in fact

just “technical” for any means of production and means
of consumption that would characterize all systems of
production; were they really necessary to Marx; didn’t
Frederick Engels after all edit Volumes II and III of
Capital, making a mess of the mass of manuscripts
Marx left; shouldn’t we, the Marxists of today, look at
“reality’” (oh, that word, Reality, what a trap for how
many Marxists!) and see that it is the underdeveloped
countrigs, the non-capitalistic ones that make it possible
for capitalism to continue to live? If we depended only
on ¢/v, we’d have to wait till Doomsday, so it is really
the relationship of capitalism to non-capitalism [that is
decisivel....

(2) The questlon is, if she thought that it was a ques-
tion of capitalism vs. non-capitalism, then the Subject
has moved—it is the underdeveloped countries where
the peasants are, and the peasant mass should be revo-
lutionary. Ah, no, she wouldn’t have that either. Indeed,
when she first began the fight against Lenin on self-de-
termination of nations—long before the Accumulation
debate—she was trying to prove to Lenin that Poland
was really more advanced than Russia, though Russia
was the oppressor and Poland the oppressed, and
“therefore” one shouldn’t fight for national self-deter-
mination which was ‘‘chauvinistic” as -against such
great internationalists as ‘“Marxists.” In all cases,
whether it was a question of markets or some stupidity
of absorption of markets “into” the system, the result is
the same. In Rosa’s case, all it ended jn was that she
was so utterly removed from her Polish masses that the
reactionary ‘“‘Socialists”’ (that’s what Joseph Pilsudski
originally was) were for Poland fighting against Soviet
Russia. (Do please read again the chapters both on Cap-
ital and on ‘“Appearance and Reality”’ regarding Rosa
Luxemburg in Marxism and Freedom.)

It will never happen that you absorb ‘“‘all” for the
simplé reason that there are not only workers vs. capi-
talists but intra-capitalist and intra-imperialist rivalries
and the “theory” (Karl Kautsky’s) of super-imperialism

~ absorbing all, etc., etc., has long since been answered by

Lenin, All we are interested inis the reality which leads
to revolutions, not in the abstract, but in the concrete
and for that you need people, Subject; so let’s return to
that, this time, not in the relationship to economniic cate-
gories, but people—proletarians, peasants, oppressed
eoples.

i I\I&ARX “CHOSE” THE PROLETARIAT as the
force of revolution, and they remain the central, but not
the only force. He “chose” them because they were both
source of all the capitalist’s surplus value and the ‘‘sub-
ject”  who would transform society since they were
strategically placed in that process of production, and
organized by it, united, cohesive, etc., etc.

Then came some Narodmk1 (the Popuhsts] from Rus- -

sia—they had translated Capltal and tried to make
Marx say it is really the “mir” [the peasant commune]
which would produce “Socialism.” Marx wouldn’t say so
‘but he said send me lots of material, let me see the
data, the facts and really I should learn Rusgian—which
he did quite late in life-——and find out about these voices.
The Narodniki gave the Marxists a lot of trouble in Rus-
sia, then a Marxist (Vera Zasulitch) wrote and asked
Marx: What did you. really mean? We know the
Narodniki are wrong because Russia isn’t escaping capi-
talism; it’s here too; but what did you really mean?
Well, poor Marx, he never had so much trouble writing
a letter. He wrote three different versions, sent the
briefest and least . telling, but pregnant enough with
meaning. It said: well, what I described in Capital was
capitalism in Great Britain, the most advanced country,
etc., etc. Now in Russia—no one in any case “must” fol-
low:a tendency—well IF the mir can tie up with the
proletariat; IF Russia can tie in with advanced Europe,
IF the Russian Revolution can be the signal, then it in-
deed could be the vanguard.

How Marx knew how to listen to voices and how that
became but the beginning for him to return to theory

and work for the unity of theory arid practice. You

think he said that only about Russia? Read the abso-
lutely magnificent articles in the Tribune way back in
the 1850s (just published as The American Journalism
of Marx and Engels), and see what he says on the Chi-
nese REVOLUTION <(yes, he called it a revolution), not
the monstrosity of our day but the monstrosity of 1853,
Morever, despite all he had written of the idiocy of rural

lifd, he thought those peasants could start a new page of -

wolrld revolution: ““It would be a curious spectacle, that

. of China- sendlgg disorder into the Western world while
ltl:ﬁ Westetd] bowérs, by Enghsh French and American
. steamers, ‘are conveying. order to Shanghai, Nan-

king, and ;;he\ motths of the.Great Canal. Do these or-
dev-mongermg powers, which would attempt to support
the wavering Manchu dynasty, forget that the hatred
against foreigners and their exclusion from the Em-
A\(wnﬁnnwmpageulm!za.‘:-‘!g
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Editor’s note: Laurie Cashdan, an anti-war and wom-
en’s liberation activist, has written frequently for N&L.
She is author of “Anti-War Feminism: New Dxrect;ons,
New - Dualities~A Marxist-Humanist Perspective,”
which appeared in Women’s Studies Internatmna] Fo-
rum, Vol. 12:1(1989).

Raya Dunayevskaya’s. Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s

. Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
- opened up a crucial new vantage point for women's lib-

" eration when she discovered what she called Rosa Lux-

emburg’s ‘“heretofore hidden feminist dimension.”
While Luxemburg’s concept of socialist democracy after
the revolution had been widely discussed among radical
thinkers since the 1960s, no other work had brought
forth the revolutionary feminist legacy intertwined with
that concept.

The 1980s saw a pomted effort on the part of some
Luxemburg scholars to discount Dunayevskaya's find-
ings specifically on her feminist dimension. British
scholar Richard Abraham’s Rosa Luxemburg: A Life
for the International (Berg Publishers, 1989} describes
Raya as “still a Marxist” who “argues unconvincingly
that Rosa Luxemburg was a contemporary radical femi-
nist before her time’’ (16).

Yet he includes beautiful quotations from Luxemburg
such as one against Belgian male socialists who argued

in 1902 that women were not “ready” to vote: *“a

strong, fresh wind would blow in with the political
emanc1patlon ‘of women, which would dissipate the stag-

“-nant air of the present Philistine family life that so un-

mistakably colours our party members, workers and

leaders alike” (67). He also notes a request during the .
. 1918 19 German Revolution to Clara Zetkin to form a
—-women’s section for Die Rote Fahne, the paper pro-

duced by the Spartacus League (139).

- ZETKIN AND LUXEMBURG

Why then does Abraham attribute her close friend-
ship with Zetkin, leader of the socialist women’s move-
ment before the war and editor of its paper Die
Gleicheit (Equality), strictly to “their common hostility

" to reformism and the ‘Revisionists’ ? (55).

~-Abraham wrote, “Rosa Luxemburg and Clara Zetkin

_.were making demands for women more radical than the

major organizations of bourgeois feminists in their time,

and toleratmg no backsliding from proletarian men or
their leaders’™ (67). Yet he argues-that when it came to

~ feminism, Luxemburg “accept{ed] the views of her male
" -comrades as to what really mattered” (55). His contra-

dictoriness comes from his own view of women’s libera-
tlon and revolition ‘as two separate worlds.

It is true that Luxemburg and Zetkin disparaged

‘ bourgeo:s feminism, but how do we work out what Rosa

meant when she spoke of the working women as a

“strong fresh wind”’; or the fact that her artest. in 1915

came. o the eve ef an mtematmna] women's anti-war
conference -she was helpmg to plan? To answer this

" .question means grasping what is new and originak in = -
Luxemburg, even if she herself wasn’t fully cognizant of

it. It involves what" Marx called “higtory and its pro-
cess” —dialectics.

Stephen Bronnei', edxtor of a collection of Luxem-

burg’s Jetters and a political scientist who writes on so-
cialist -theory, tries to bring the ‘‘eyes of today” into
Rosa Luxemburg: A Revolutionary for Our Times
(Columbia University Press, 1981 and 1987).

But Bronner shows little interest when it comes to
Luxemburg’s feminism. The 1981 edition commented
only that Luxemburg, despite her lack of interest in the
women’s movement, became Zetkin’s hfelong friend.
The 1987 Introduction argues that seeing Luxemburg
as feminist, as do Raya Dunayevskaya and Margarethe
_von Trotta, creator of the film “Rosa Luxemburg,”
one of many ‘‘distortions” of Luxemburg.

“Rosa Luxemburg...never made a major contribution
to either a uniquely feminist theory or a particularly
feminist practice;,”. he writes. “Indeed, she always saw

herself as an international socialist whose primary loyal-
ty and self-identification derived from her commitment
to the abolition of capitalism and the struggle for social-
ist democracy.”(2).

“writing - on’ " th

Was Rosa Luxemburg a femlmst‘7

Bronner’s own concern with socialist democracy cen-
- ters on the working class alone. In both national self-de-

termination and feminism he sees only bourgeocis ten-
dencies. There is not a hint of Luxemburg’s speeches re-
lating the demand for women’s equality to the need to
totally uproot class society, nor her deepened mvolve-
ment as the social- go

ist women began or- §
ganizing- autono-
mously . against 2N
World War I. |

He thus misses.
completely what
Dunayevskaya  al-
lows us to see: that |
Luxemburg’s refor-
mulation - of  her
views on socialist
democracy and self- §
determination  of §
the masses after
her participation in
the 1905 Revolu-
tion, coincided with
the emergence of a
new - type of - inde-
pendent, revolution-
‘ary feminist ~con-
sciousness.

In - Dunayevs-
kaya's work we dis-
cover - Luxemburg
refusing tobe  pi- .
geonholed ‘into just

“Woman Ques
tion,” yet speaking and writing on the emancxpatxon of
.women as early as 1902; contributing articles to Dle'

Gleicheit and attending a 1907 socialist women's con-"
ference to urge the women to maintain their autonomy;

relying on them further as the women became the most

. ‘significant mass oppesition to the war and to the capltu- :
lation of the Second International, culminating in the

protests which turned into revelution by 1918-19.
Yet it is not just a question of hxdden facts—as we

Secretary of State James Baker’s sudden trip in xmd-

‘February to five small newly independent nations in
central Asia ‘and the. Caucasus—Armenia, Azerbaijan,

Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Uzbeklstan—was a deter-

mined push for control over the region’s strategic re-
sources such as uranium and oil, as well as its remain-

ing nuclear facilities. It was an attempt to offaet Iraman k

.influence in Muslim central Asia and Azerbaijan.
Most of these ‘former “repubhcs of the former “Sovi-

RASpsE T

et” Union were thrust somewhat unwillingly into inde-
pendence in 1991. Yeltsin, the new ruler of Russia, has
rapidly cut many of Russia’s economic ties to the region,
but ethnic Russians continue to comprise a substantial
part of the regmn s population, and ho]d many of the
top positions in the economy.

Iran has recently been very active in promoting ties to -
the region, opening embassies, and funding “Islamic”
cultural facilities. Both Turkey and Saudi Arabia, acting
as U.S. surrogates, have been equally active in urging
these newly independent nations to link up with the
“West.” Turkey has been especially important in this
regard, because of linguistic and cultural affinities with
the mainly Turkic cultures of central Asia and Azerbai-
jan. Pakistan has also been active, in part via its rela-
tionship to Afghanistan,

Islam is certainly undergoing a resurgence in the re-
glon but it is as yet unclear what its political coloration

gtrength will be, although secular women have al-
ready expressed misgivings about the possibility of fun-
damentalism. For very different reasons, the U.S. is also
worried about fundamentalism.

NUCLEAR “INDEPENDENCE”

While little has been said publicly, presumably China
would also have strong “interests” in this region, which
borders Xinjiang region, site of its nuclear weapons pro-
gram and home of a large minority population. Groups
predominant in Xinjiang, such as the mainly Muslim
Uighurs; have relativescacrass the horder.: The Chinese
dominate them inzas arrogantlami.mpemahstxc a fash-
ion as did the Russxans in central Asia, and would be
worribds abokd
shown its own sub-imperialist ambitions in the region

- by constructing the vast Karakorum highway going

from Xinjiang through some of the world’s highest
mountains, and then down into Pakistan.

" squirts of poison”

*dehlantls (b} ’independerice; Chind Has’ ™ i

saw with Richard Abra,ham s work.: What is the mean-
ing of the facts, and how do youwork it out? -

It is true t’hai Luxembuirg never openly critiqued the
disgusting male chauvinist epithets thrown at her as
she broke with the Party line to oppose the opportun-
ism and war-mongering of its leaders. Victor Adler
called her a “poisonous bitch’” in a letter to August
Bebel, who wrote back about “the wretched female’s
(27).. Her “tone-deafness, as
Dunayevskaya calls it, left the socialist women’s move-
ment without a theoretical self-comprehension.
JOGICHES AND LUXEMBURG

It was in the 1960s, when the Women’s Liberation
Movement began raising new questions about new hu-
man relations  during and after revolution, that
Dunayevskaya found new appreciation for Luxemburg’s
originality. This “shock of recognition’ comes through
in her disecussion of Luxemburg’s break-up with her
lover, Leo Jogiches, just after the 1905 - 06 Revolution.

While other biographers see it as jealousy over an af-
fair, what Dunayevskaya finds is that suddenly Luxem-

- burg has stopped accepting Jogiches as the authority on
. organization. Luxemburg’s summation of the 1905 Rev-

olution in The Mass Strike, The Political Party and
the Trade Unions had made her see a different rela-
tionship between spontaneity, consciousness and “the
Party” than the elitist one prevalent among German
Social Democracy leaders.

The point, to Dunayevskaya, is Luxemburg’s need to
be whole, to be free to develop her own ideas; to *‘throw
her life on the scales of destiny” and “be fully human.”
As Luxemburg wrote to a friend, “I am only 1, once

" more, since I have become free of Leo’’ (93).

It was from prison in 1917, with no revolution yet
visible, that this remarkable woman wrote to her friend
Mathilde Wurm, whose husband had capitulated to the
war fervor, the words that to Dunayevskaya link Lux-
emburg backward and forward in time to Marx’s “new
Humanism” and to our great passion for freedom:

“I'm te]lmg you that as soon as I can stick my nose
out again I will hunt and harry your society of frogs
with trumpet blasts, whip: crackings, *and blood-
‘hounds—like Penthesilea I wanted to say, but by God,

you peop]e are no Achilles, Have you had enough of a

(contmued on page 9)

U S rushes mto central As:a

AIthough Baker dxd not visit Kazakhstan on ﬁus tnp,
‘the U.S. already has ties with its ruler, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, a longtime Communist bureaucrat who has

“-suddenly embraced the “free market” and bourgeois de-.

mocracy. He has brought in. Professor Chang Yong

" Bang; a Korean-American expert in Reaganomics, to su-

pervise changes in the economy. Kazakhstan is so far

~ refusing to comply with Yeltsin’s suggestion that they

simply turn over their nuclear ‘weapons to Russia. Ap-

"parently to show their independence from Yeltsin, they

tested an ICBM last December, despxte the test ban
agreed to by Russia and the U.S. -

The largest of the non-Slavic republics, Kazakhstan’s
population of 17 million is 41% Russian. It contains
aver 30%. of the former USSR’s deposits of non-ferrous
metals, especially lead and titanium. Like the rest of
central Asia, it has suffered for decades under Great-
Russian chauvinism and the break-neck pace of state-
capitalist industrialization begun by Stalin in the 1930s.

In 1986, its capital, Alma Ata, was the scene of na-
tionalist rioting which left many dead. In 1990, a
major explosion at a nuclear weapons related facili-
ty, a beryllium plant in the city of Ust-Kamenogorsk
near the Chinese border, sent toxic gas clouds over

thousands of miles. In other plants, thousands of
- workers still process lead with little in the way of

protective devices.

The other nations of central Asia have also suffered
greatly under state-capitalist ‘‘development.” For exam-
ple, in order to create a massive cotton industry in Uz-
bekistan and Turkmenistan, millions of gallons of water
were siphoned off and desalinated from the Aral Sea,
once the world’s fourth largest inland body of water.
This has created an ecological disaster: the sea has lost
40% of its surface sinee 1960, desertification has set in,
and dried salt and the chemical fertilizer residues have
created highly toxic air pollution over thousands of
miles. In Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan, the total
economic collapse since independence has -already
sparked riots in January by students protesting sky-
rocketing food prices, riots which left six dead.

THE URANIUM REPUBLICS

U:S. capitalism is hardly interested in, or capable of,
alleviating such horrendous conditions of life and labor,
What interests it in Turkmenistan as well as tiny Per-
sian-speaking Tajikistan is to make sure uranium does
not get into the hands of Iran or another “hostile” pow-
er. For these two small nations contain most of the ura-
nium which fueled the USSR’s nuclear power and weap-
ons programs.

The peoples of central Asia face the bleak prospect of

political independence: as small, economically, weak
states in a world mark&t dominated by a sing super-

ower, the U.S. Russiathas given up its contyql of the

egxon at least for the moment, and therefor% fhe U.S.
is rushing in, with an eye toward the whole Middle
East. To what extent, and under what banner, the peo-
ples of the regxon will resist this new form of imperialis-
t1c hegemony is something that remains fo be seen.

____________________ S
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THE ‘ONE-WORLDEDNESS OF THE CRISIS’
VS. MARXIST—HUMANISM’S PATHWAY ouT

When 1 read that Russzan Presuient
Yeltsin was accused of “‘economic geno-
cide;” I though it was a perfect descrip-

_tion of what we’re facing here in the

U.S. There is starvation and death and . .

a deep violence against the minds. of
working people. There
speed-up at the point of production.

The Lead in the January~February
N&L asked if the economic chaos in the

former Soviet Union shows us our own

future. It reminded me of what Charles
Denby said at the time of Stalin’s death
in 1953, that his fellow workers were all
saying, “I know just the man to take
Stalin’s place: my foreman.” This is all
at a more mtense level now than ever
before.

Marxxst-Humamst Worker

: Cahforma
* * *

I think it ‘is espec1ally important to
discuss the relation of feminism to
Marxism now with the collapse of the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, and

with all eyes on Cuba. Many people are

declaring Marxism is dead. It is a diffi-

cult task to keep separating Marx from
the negatlve view people have of him.

“Feminist

} . Austin, TX

* * *

" A railroad worker- I know stopped his

car to ask me for “that paper” 1 had

. been telhng him *‘lets workers speak for

themselves.” It shows what a hunger

people have, as the U.S, and Russia re-

flect each other more and more—a hun-

" ger for an mdependent voice that is

theirs.
Fred
Chicago
& * &,

Keepmg sxght of a: “freedom-filled fu-
ture” which Raya Dunayevskaya said
(in her letter to the Youth printed in
the November.1991 N&L) is “implicit in

- the present,” becomes an important
~ task today. Her discussion of the need
to “practice internationalism” illumi-
nates a problem of our age when many
youth decry the possibility of dramatic
change coming in the U.S. despite the
unpredictable rapid changes occurring
in Russia today. How can we possibly
work toward ° international freedom
when state boundaries become bounda-
~ ries to thought? Projecting the dialecti-
cal 'method of Marx who saw that “ev-
erywhere the paths to freedom are
open ’ provides a way out of this depres-
sion which declares Bush’s vision of the

future the victor.
* Julia Jones
Bay Area

N * * .

Great anxiety is ‘created when there
seems to. be only two choices, either
U.S.-style  capitalism or Soviet-style
Communism. It doesn’t feel very liber-
ating. The escape from that false bifur-
cation is what is liberating. That is what
is so attractive to me about Marxist-Hu-
manism-—seeing that we can have a
hope and a future.

, Student
Lockport, I
. * * * )
The use of the phrase ‘“one-
worldedness of the crisis” confounds

me. Did Dunayevskaya not stay away
from the term ‘‘one world” precisely be-
cause she insisted that there are two
worlds within each country, that of the
oppressor and that of those struggling
for freedom? Didn’t she choose, even
when it was to describe crises, to use
the term global crisis very deliberately?
Does the use of “one worldedness of the
crisis” in any way impact on RD’s con-
cept of the Two Worlds in each country?
Angela Terrano-
New York

* *

Communism, capitalism and socialism -

are all ‘economic systems. Democracy,
hierarchy, etc. are political systems. So
what’s humanism? Specifically, Marxist-
"Humanism? Is it economic? A political
system? -Something radically new? I
think it might be a way of changing
~one’s thinking and acting and even be-
ing. Maybe when the rehlity: of«Mar:aét—
Humanism i i1

Revolutionary youth on better working and living conditions anon’s quote that is cen-
Utah without ever being invited by anyone to tral to Turner’s identification: “Every-
T share in a better life. thing up to and including the very: na-
Today we see state-capltahsm in Rus- Michael G. ture of pre-capitalist society, so well ex-
i .Sla;haseﬂﬁﬂwstp:%me% bl’-tﬂS{anet SRR AR R R AL zoaklal)d ;Qalg Vi ;Plaine\d; by Mmrimﬁ bﬁ:ﬂmughhmlt; i

is continual

- 'Humanism discusses
movements as being what Marxism is.

ahzed we'lkbe frea.s ¢

dangerous than ever. The cmmbllng of
capitalism in the U.S. is just as danger-
ous: The unemployed army is growing

by leaps and bounds throughout the

world. The crisis is in production. We
are being forced to move to freedom, to
a new way of producing ourselves. The

Lead on Russia and the U.S. is right on,
Retn'ed autoworker
' California

B

Everywhere for the past year we've
been hearing that ‘“Marxism is dead,”
and, of course, that view equated Marx-
ism with totalitarianism. Now I'm see-
ing that totalitarianism is the opposite
of what Marxism is. I like how Marxist-
individuals in

about, people making history, making
revolutions—not just having a different
kind of economic system imposed on top
of them.
New student of Marx1st-Humamsm
Los Angeles
%*

* *

I find Raya Dunayevskaya’s writings
in N&L difficult going and am probably
too lazy to really study them; but the
overall gist seems clear. She shows that

. Marxism must be humanist, not just

technical or “scientific.”” What proves

how right she is, is the collapse of the
USSR.

Longtime reader

Wyoming, Pa,

BUKKKANAN
AND
DUKE

When I hear Pat Buchanan calling
for a “middle class revolution to take
this country back” and an “America for

- the Americans,” the image that comes

very sharply in my mind is that of an-
other barbaric demagogue haranging
crowds and “calling for a ‘“Germany for
the Germans.” Buchanan doesn’'t have

. Hitler’s corps of brown shirts yet, but

I'm sure he'll be able to get quite a few
by placing a call to his soul brother Da-
vid Duke.
Concerned
‘ Detroit
* * *

In the 1960s I thought the Left really
overdid the KKK stuff, the way they al-
ways spelled America, “Amerika.” It
sort of lost its meaning and specificity
when used like that. But the other day 1
saw Pat Buchanan’s name spelled
“Bukkkhanan” and I thought it really
did fit that .racist, anti-Semitic, sexist
creature who would rather let a woman
die than have an abortion.

Observer
Philadelphia
[
BLACK AND REVOLUTIONARY

A friend of mine commented that it’s
difficult and dangerous to be both Black
and revolutionary in the United States

of America. 1 feel that if you are Black,

you almost have to be revolutionary,
just in your day-to-day struggles and
life. I also disagree with the way many
Blacks now want to say that Marx was
supposedly ‘“Eurocentered.” My attrac-
tion to Marx, and to Marxist-Human-
ism, is to the idea of revolution and a
new society.
Young Black revolutionary
Los Angeles

* %k

The struggle for civil rights in the.

1960s adopted the singular term “inte-
gration” as an expression of the claim
that all people should have equal access
to power and opportunity, a concept
based on the indispensibility of all in so-
ciety. It has been watered down to mean
Blacks should be represented through-
out society in proportion to their per-
centage of the total population. This
measunng of progress by statistics
keeps us-from g fany who are left

In her speech to the Black/Red Con-
ference (January-February N&L )Raya
Dunayevskaya discusses Nat Turner’s
slave revolt, and how Turner rejected

the white slavemasters’ charge that
since there were also other slave revolts,
there must have been a conspiracy, by
answering that it was the idea of free-
dom that inspired all the slaves to rebel.
The slavemasters’ attitude reminded me
of a lot of the Left today: they think you
need a conspiracy or one small vanguard
leadership group to have a revolution.

Dunayevskaya rejected that view. In- |

stead, she saw the need for the link of a

philosophy of revolution, to help the =

revolutionary spark grow into a fire,
and not be smothered by either the Left
or the counter-revolution. 7
Gene Ford

Los Angeles

NEW
DISCUSSION
JOURNAL

Tatyana Mamonova, whose under--
ground magazine, Woman & Russia,
fueled a new women’s liberation move-:
ment in Russia in 1980 and resulted in
her arrest and exile, is beginning a new
publication to be called Woman &
Earth. It will be printed in both Rus-:
sian and English and distributed twice a
year—on March 8 (International Wom-
en’s Day) and Dec. 10 (International
Human Rights Day). Tatyana hopes it
will act as a discussion forum for wom-

en who want to learn more about each
others’ lives and ideas. The first issue
on March 8 will offer 48 pages with the
latest news and views from the Moscow

Center for Gender Studies.
Since the magazine will be offered

- free to Eastern readers, payment of $10

will cover the cost of one European copy
and your own. Each additional $5 will
mean one more free copy we can distrib-
ute. Subscription checks can be sent to:
Tatyana Mamonova, 70 Terry Road,:
Hartford, CT 06105. Please tell your

readers we also have 25 videos. They

can send for a free list.
Chandra Niles Folsom
Connecticut
@

ANC AND THE CODESA

How can N&L write of the ANC (Afri-
can National Congress) being “at the
crossroads”’—the title you gave Lou
Turner’s article on the Codesa (the Con-
vention for a Democratic South Afri-
ca)—after the kind of agreements they
made there? The Johannesburg Star
considered it a “coup” by de Klerk—but
de Klerk "had never hidden his plan
from anyone. Mandela and the other
collaborators knew the game being
played and went along with it. They are
not ‘“‘at the crossroads.” They have al:
ready crossed over. Let’s not have any
more ambiguity from Marxists about
this. We owe it to the people to call a
sellout just what it is,

Phyllis J. ordan
Detroit

, | ‘
FANON, MARX AND LUXEMBURG

I am pleased to see that Lou Turner’s
essay on Fanon and Marxist Humanisn
has caused a stir, as the number of
readers’ views in the January-February
issue attest. However, I think Barry’s
critique missed the nuance and drive of
Turner’s article. If one agrees that
Turner creates a ‘“‘near-identity between
Fanon and Marx, ignoring their differ-
ence” it has to be seen in the context of
Turner’s recognition, which Barry
misses, that Fanon is viewed by many
as a non-Marxist Third Worldist. 1 did
not see Turner arguing that Fanon was
unquestionably a Marxist Humanist. In-
stead I saw him trying to dig out a “leg-
acy.” The differences between Fanon

and Marx have, been well dqcp;nem
by Fanon’s bxographers as well as ofl

{2 pehind, geople: wmmh%e workéd™ frf A~~~ 'sclmiarrg Lip” 8étvics 18 played to

"1 faeats of theeddhomy and have insisted - put po on
ooked into

put poone; sq fax, g

R Al_lg*A

fas a
- . feminist”

ing on “Woman’s Suffrage”

s Iam qwme,.ha&:

‘again.” What plagues Marxists is an in-
‘ability to “think out again’’—and Turn-

er’s emphasis on re-creation, of “think-
ing out again,” certainly does not mean
“application” of Marx’s categories in

a mechamcal way.
Secondly, while Turner might have

“been too critical of Luxemburg, Barry

asserts that Turner does not develop the

" point in this quote from Dunayevskaya ,
“The birth of the Third World in our

era has made it easy not to fall into the

. trap of counterposing ‘international’ to

‘nationalism’ as if they were irreconcil-

able absolutes.” Yet Turner does not

‘end the quote there. It continues: “In

the hands of a revolutionary like Frantz -
Fanon, the dialectical relationship of the,

two was beautifully developed by him in

expressing the idea, even of an absolute,

fighting - slogan.” =~ Whereas
Dunayevskaya unearthed an ‘‘unknown
dimension to Luxemburg it
had to be unearthed. Certainly her writ-
is not a
“model for today.” Perhaps we can also
“unearth” a sensibility to women’s lib-
eration in Fanon as a dimension that

“‘can be developed from within Fanon’s

thought—not from his specific writing
about women but in the spirit of his

revolutionary humanism as a dialectic

of liberation. :
F. Shelley

New York.

®
REHABILITATION
OR SELF-LIBERATION?

In Britain, rehabilitation for the visu-
ally impaired is run by a national chari-
ty, the Royal National Institute for the
Blind, which receives a subsidy from the
State, enabling the State to control the
program. The introductory two  week
course T attended started with meaning-
less talk of how important we are. We
were then told how inadequate the pro-

- vision is, and that it is up to us to ask

for better provision. When I twice sug-
gested we might benefit from assertive-
ness training, I was branded a trouble-
maker. The aim of the course was to re-
habilitate us for ‘the labor market but
we were told we ought not to expect-a
job in view of rising unemployment.-It
exposes the relationship between an eco-
nomic  system - which - cannot provide
work and the charity mongers who wish
to control “their blind.” Next year I will
take N&L tapes with me because ideas
of self-liberation are needed but so far
are absent.
Bob Dore
Wales

LEADERS AND RANKS

There has never been a clearer decla-
ration of class warfare then the state-
ment given by GM Chairman Robert
Stemple when ‘he announced the GM
plant closings and layoffs. it was already
crystal clear from GAM management’s
whipsawing of the Arlington, Texas and
Willow Run, Mich. workers against each
other—and Stemple said the company
would be doing the same thing in the
future. The rank-and-file warned UAW
President. Owen Bieber of this danger
five years ago when he negotiated the
concessionary contract with the auto
corporations opening the doors to this
kind of whipsawing of plants and work-
ers. Bieber said the union wouldn’t al-
low it to happen but, as usual, the rank-
and-file has been proven by }ustory to
be right again.

Radical

* k k

The election of Ron Carey and the re-
form slate to head the Teamsters is cer-
tainly a victory. But the question is:
what- will happen to them now? The
people whe run my union, the Commu-
nications Workers, were also the same
kind of honest, rank-and-file-oriented

Detroit

reformers once. Now youcan’t even get

them ‘to call a meeting; except {78
yoh-what they’ve already done. *

vy VAT Gy Y

- Union member ,
New York

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
 SUBSCRIBE AND WRITE FORN&L |
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DIALOGUE ON LUXEMBURG, WL, AND MARX

The.book party at DePaul University
for the new edition of Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution was
2 wonderful event, bringing together
Marxist-Humanists © and  Women’s
Liberationists from around the country
and even the globe to celebrate this im-
portant book. It came at a moment of
xrisis in the lives of both women and
workers, inasmuch as it took place the
very week we learned of the abuse of
women’s bodies by pharmaceutical com-
sanies and the week German steel
workers voted to strike.

Dunayevskaya’s book is perhaps the
mly cogent response to the twisted body
:onsciousness. of capitalism which re-
luces women and men to mindiess ob-
ects, The focus on Luxemburg, even
hough it concludes her theory fell
short, reveals the strength of women
ind offers hope for the future. When
:he book party coincided also with the
steel workers vote to defy the 40 year-
ong  post-war, worker/management
:ompact, 1 could not help feeling Lux-
smburg would have hailed the occasion.
What more fitting salute to the contem-
yorary German workers than to publish
in outstanding study of one of their his-
:oric leaders? Congratulations!

‘ ‘ Ted V.
Chicago
* & *

It was fascinating to see what four
very different intellectuals thought and
:ompare: what they had to say about
Raya ' Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Luxem-
burg, ~Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of ‘Revolution in
:he “Philosophic Dialogue” section. But
[ feel Joel Kovel missed the importance
of what Dunayevskaya. had to say on
WNomen’s Liberation, and reduced it to a
weapon with which to beat bourgeois
‘eminists..  Second, to =say that
cofeminism 'is a manifestation - of
Marx’s theory of ‘“‘revolution in perma-
1ence’ is to ignore ecofeminism’s great
iostility to Marxism. Kovel seems- to
}hink women are going to solve all our
sroblems. But Dunayevskaya called
“hapter 8 of her book ‘“The Task That

—BOOKS—

Remains To Be oﬁe,: iThe; Umqueand

Unfinished Contributions of . Teday’s
Women’s Liberation Movement’ and
ended it by saying: “...we must turn to
Marx—the whole of Marx. Without this
philosophy of revolution, neither Wom-
en’s Liberationists nor the whole of hu-
manity will have discovered the ground
that will assure the success of the revo-

lution.”

Women’s leeratlomst for 25 Years
Chicago

* * *
To me,
throughout the whole 12 pages of the
January-February issue of N&L. Why

“were only two pages singled out to be

called ‘Philosophic Dialogue”? The
whole paper is that, every issue.
Young worker
: Chicago
* * *

The excitemént that four intellectuals

-who are not Marxist-Humanists feel

about the new edition of Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women’s Liberation, - and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution was
illuminating, It’s very important to have
this kind of real discussion and critique.

Seeing the way both Narihiko Ito and

David Smith defended Luxemburg’s Ae-
cumulation of Capital made me go
back to reread Dunayevskaya’s critique
of it. They helped me to see how impor-
tant it is to catch her method of not

‘ counterposmg theory and reality.

Teacher

Illinois
* 2 3 *®

WORKERS — JAPANESE AND U.S.

When the Japanese politicians are in- -

sulting U.S. workers, the real enemy

they are after is their enemy at home.

They are really addressing their own
restive workers.

Black worker

New York

* * * .

It’s been almost 150 years since Marx

pinpointed the division between mental

-and manual labor as the Achilles heel

holding back development of our full
human potential. Nobody has perfected
this division more than the American

“philosophy” can be. seen -

capitalists—who invented the damn as-
sembly line. Now they're all talking
about . “empowering”’ workeérs by put-
ting us in “‘self-managing’’ teams. They
think this is the source of the so-called
Japanese miracle. Marx said that pro-
ductivity will increase only when labor
is freely associated. Forcing people to
work in teams is the exact opposite.
Mazda and Arco workers overwhelming-
ly rejected the team concept when both
the company and the union ‘tried to
shove “teams” down their throats. I
hope the workers in my office will be

- equally creative next month when we go

up against the same “team’ hoopla.
Office worker
' Chicago

LATIN
AMERICA
STRUGGLES

In response to “Oil for Cuba” in the

January-February N&L: the . author
says, “‘we are clear that the government
of Fidel Castro is...authoritarianism
and...state capitalism. But Cuba...is a
bastion of anti-imperialism.”> That .is a
complete contradiction. If the author
meant the Cuban masses as opposed to
the government, she/he should have
said that. Any uprising by the Cuban

" masses will be the pretext for the U.S.

to invade. Therefore, objectively, U.S.
imperialism helps keep Castro in power.
But the reverse is true as well. When
Castro turned his back on the Cuban

- workers, calling' them a ‘“madhouse,”
and instead turned to one pole of world .

capital, the Cuban Revolution was
transformed into. its opposite. That was
the death blow to the Cuban revolution.
That obJectlvely supported imperialism.

John Marcotte
New York
* * *
I have read some of Raya

Dunayevskaya’s writings about Marxist-
Humanism. It is' a vision that speaks
very much to our continent and its poli-
tical movement for liberation. This is a
moment to re-create forms of struggle,

—PAMPHLETS—

reformulate positions, and put aside
dogmatism and “sectarianism. That is
why we have formed an alliance of ecol:
ogists, artists, political, ‘cultural, social
and indigenous movements. My organi-

zation has chosen the name-Rainbow
Movement because it was the ancestral -

symbol of the Indian settlers of our sec-
tor of Latin America; because it-symbol-
izes a plurality of thought; and because
it symbolizes happmess and happiness
is revolutmnary

Correspondent '

Ecuador

MARTHA PHILLIPS

We should not overlook the murder
on Feb. 9 in Moscow of the U.S. Sparta-
cist League member, Martha Phillips.
Whether it ~was politically motivat-

- ed—an -attempt to remove an opposi-
tionist or a warning to other Western
Leftists—or whether it was an anti-

woman or. anti-Semitic hate crime, or .

even a simple robbery attempt, her
death shows once more. the incredible
cheapness of human life in Yeltsin's
new ‘“Commonwealth.”

Chicago
@ :

WHY SUPPORT N&L?

It’s refreshing to read a Left paper
that is philosophical rather . than
agitational, and which can be semma]
for future history.

Prisoner
Graterford, Pa.
# * * .

As always, the January-February is-
sue engendered both fury at this state-
capitalist world and excitement at the

* direction it gave for creating a new one.

The gift subs I am enclosing will go to a

white, disabled homeless man; a Black

domestic worker, and a single parent

living in a hotel for the homeless. I'm

also enclosing a sub I received from a

Black flight attendant who has been

reading N&L over my shoulder on the

bus. Each person counts in the “battle
of ideas” N&L is waging.

' Sheila

New York

G. Emmet

-1 Marxism and Freedom ‘[ Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American Black

[ Constitution of News & Letters Committees

.from 1776 until today

1989 Columbia University Press edition. New
1980s introduction by author 381 pp.
by Raya Dunayevskaya .. .. .. ... $17.50 per copy

‘(1 Philosophy and Revolution
from Hegel to Sartre
and from Marx to Mao
1989 edition. New introduction by author . 372 pp.
by Raya Dunayevskaya .. ... ... . $14.95 per copy

[T Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy
of Revolution ;
1991 University of Illinois Press edition. New in-
troduction by author. Forward by Adrienne
Rich. 240 pp.

by Raya Dunayevskaya ... . ... .. ". $12.95 per copy

1" Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of
Revolution: Reaching for the
Future 294 pp.
by Raya Dunayevskaya. .. ... .. . . .. $15.95

JThe Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Hu-
manism: Two Historic-Philosophic Writings
by Raya Dunayevskaya. Contains “Presen-
tation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-~
phy of June 1, 1987,” and 1953 “Letters on He-
gel’s Absolutes »” 2 pp.

$3 ()i) paperback, $10.00 hardcover

O Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's
Journal
1989 Wayne State University Press edition in-
cludes Afterword by Raya. Dunayevskaya,
“Charles Denby 1907-83” 303 pp.

by Charles DenBy 1107 B 0L s1aes

e Neus & “Lefterd
Ann Arbor, ‘MI'48106.
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Marx S Dactoral Dissertation

by Neda Azad

The years 1991-92 marks the 150th enmversary of

. Marx’s Doctoral Dissertation, one of the least discussed
. -works of Marx which, nevertheless, figures prominently

. in the writings of the Marxist-Humanist philosopher

‘Raya Dunayevskaya, particularly her Rosa Luxemburg,

'“Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revo-
lation.!” The 1841-42 Dissertation shows Marx as a
" practicing dialectician several years before he either

broke with bourgeois society, or found a new revolution-

“‘ary subject, the proletariat. Thus in singling this work

out, Dunayevskaya was taking issue with a whole gener-

“ation of Marxists after Marx who had reduced his phi-
- losophy to econornics, science and politics, denuded it of

* . oretician as Rosa Lux-
" emburg could write in
71902 -that Marx be-
“came a
;ci'alist'.’ after discover
- ing the class struggle, |
~the ‘writing of -the
" Communist Manifes
"“to and the discovery of
' the : economic " laws - of
- capitalism. - But.- the
" Dissertation is an ex-
. cellent place to exam-
“.ine” Marx’s  notion of
" dialecties as_he first
articulated it, and his
.. working out of the no-
.- tion ~of praxis—criti-
- ‘cal,  theoretical, practi-
~+cal activity—which was dlstmgmshed from both ideal-

" its concept of humanism and dialectics and segmented it
. into a. Young Hegelian period, which had to be jetti-
: “soned, .and:a mature non-Hegelian period, whxch was to

-be embraced.

Even so great a the-

“scientific - so~' |

~ Marx as a student

. ism and materialism.

- and self-det tion, which she called the * v
ond self determination, % e e "energizing ~ philosophic implications of Epicurus’ ideas and the lib-

What Dunayevskaya ‘was most enthusiastic about in
the Dissertation was Marx’s concepts of self-movement

i pnnc)ple” of Marx’ s phxlosophy as ‘he broke with scien-
» - tific determinism, -~

How does Marx’s study of two Greek Atomists—

" Democritus (about 460-370 B.C.) and Epicurus (about

! 842-270 B.C.)—speak to the question of self-determina-

‘ ..+ tion for Marx? And how is this discussion related to He-
i gel’s concepts of dialectics and self-Getermination?
These are some of the i issues we wxll be probing in th.ls

ot

~ ( 2.Bee Baﬂ@ys revie& il Clastal Qnsirterly‘@uly-Octobep 1928)

------ s Ealgy

essay:

'THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE

- DEMOCRITEAN AND EPICUREAN
" PHILOSOPHY OF NATURE

" When the stsertatnon was published in Germa.n m-

" the 1920s as part of the Moscow-based edition of Marx’s

- collected writings, - Cyril -Bailey, “author of the classie

- study The Greek Atomists and Epicurus, praised it

“for its originality, but ériticized Marx for having ap-
“proached the subject matter from the vantage point of

‘the problematic of his own age, rather than strictly fol-
~lowing the period of the ancients!® Marx had indeed re-
~lated his dissertation, which dealt with the merits of the
- Epicurean philosophy, to the phllosophlcal issues he was
“facing as a Left Hegelian. Living in conservative Ger-

o

i s

many which had not yet experienced a revolution, as

-had France, Marx was concerned with the tremendous

gap he faced between the heights of the Hegelian philos-
ophy on the one hand, and the depths of German reality
on the other. He wondered what there was for philoso-
phy to do after Hegel.

What Marx did was to turn to an aspect of Hegel’s
philosophy which was not very developed, Hegel’s treat-

‘ment of the Greek materialists. But in doing so Marx

used the very method of Hegelian dialectics to demon-
strate his own break with both traditional materialism
and Hegelian idealism.

The two ancient phllosophers, Democritus and
Epicurus, had been preoccupied with the following ques-
tion: How do atoms operate and create matter in this
world? The pre-Socratic phllosopher Democritus was
one of the original atomists. He is credited along with
another atomist, Leucippus, with originating the theory

‘that all matter is composed of single, invisible and indi-

visible elements called atoms. The atomists were materi-
alists through and through and believed that all reality,
‘including body and soul;, was composed of either atoms
or a void. Atoms moved in a void because of an initial
vortex. They collided with each other and formed com-
pounds or matter, Democritus argued.

Epicurus was born several decades after Democritus
in the period which followed Aristotle. He thus appeared
at a time when Greek philosophy had already reached
its heights. A humanist, Epicurus considered the pur-
pose of his philosophy to. be one of bringing about a
happy life for human beings. His famous Epicurean
Garden was open to both slaves and women, from

among whom em:;%ed several thmkers with consxder- .

able‘philosophic rephitation: Epfeurus’was gt v1éwed as |
aﬁ“origmai thmker by most phﬂosophers mcludmg He- ,

T S tRRRE- A

R "V* 1 it

1. Raya Dunayevskayas Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (Urbana: University of Ili-

. nois Press, 1991). Marx’s Dlssertatxon was written in 1841; its preface

‘was written in early 1842.
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*. - -writes,

§ . Mars, (Londén Hlute,11973), >which didcassés
<.+ of thd Disserthfiom angd Mafx’ summtnl[alt!twh'io Emcuius y¥igura-! i
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gel, but was seen as a talented philosopher who at best
reproduced the ideas of Democritus.

Marx’s apprecxatxon of Epicurus challenged this
predominant view, and argued. instead for the

" originality of the Epicurean position. There was

much that Marx appreciated in Epicurus including
the fact that Epicurus as a humanist and atheist re-

- jected the fear of punishment by the Greek gods, as
well as the whole notion of life after death in Greek
mythology.

Democritus traced everything back to the concept of
necessity. The vortex of atoms, the origin of all, was the
Democritean necessity. These physical laws determined
everything in the world, not only movements of atoms,
but also human action and destiny. In contrast,
Epicurus was the philosopher of free will. He rejected
the scientific determinism of Democritean philosophy
and argued that there were things in the world that
were products of accidents and things that depended
upon: our capacity to- exercise free will (Marx-Engels
‘Collected Works (MECW) 1: 42).? In breaking with the
deterministic views of earlier materialists Epicurus
quoted Seneca who wrote that “It would be better to
follow the myth about the gods than to be a slave to the
destiny of the physicists. For the former leaves hope for
mercy if we do honor to the gods, while the latter is in-
exorable necessity. But it is chance, which must be ac-
cepted; not god, as the multitude believe. It is a misfor-
tune to live in necessity, but to live in necessity is not a
necessity. On all sides many short and easy paths to
freedom are open.”’ (Cited in MECW 1:43.)

- Democritus had seen only two movements in nature.
Atoms could fall in a straight line, or they could repel

- each other, a movement that was caused by the original

vortex of atoms. Significantly, Epicurus added a third

movement to this binary system. He -argued that atoms

did more than merely follow the laws of repulswn and
attraction alone. They also made a slight curve in their
motion and that was how the meeting of atoms and the
many combinations they made could be explained. Mod-
ern nuclear physics has substantiated Epicurus’ notxon,
this swervmg movement of the atom and its particles.*
Marx in his time, however, was concerned with the

erating effect it had brought to mind. Marx wrote that
atoms, as Democritus had argued, could only travel

" downward as a result of their own weight and gravity, -

~ which implied that nothing was within human control;
since the motion of the atoms was determined and nec-

- essary. But the third movement of Epicurus had pre-
" sented a chance to escape the realm of necessmty More-

over, this concept of “declination of the atoms” was not
an accident in the philosophy of nature of Epicurus,
rather it embodied his whole philosophy.
The purpose of action in Epicyrean phﬂosophy, Marx
‘was to, rid oneself of—to swerve away
from—pain, misery, and confusion. “While the atom
frees itself from its relative emstence, the straight line,
. by abstracting from it, by swerving away from it, so the
entire Epicurean phllosophy swerves away from "the re-
strictive mode of being. . . .”® For Marx this meant that
Epicurus had gone beyond all Greek philosophers as a
whele in re,)ectmg the worship of the system of celestial
bodies -and in smashmg the concept of the afterlife, con-
cluding that, “He is, therefore, the greatest representa-
tive of Greek Enlightenment” (MECW 1: 73).

MARX’S DISSERTATION AND HEGEL

While some studies of Marx’s Dissertation have ar-
gued that this work shows the paramount influence of
Epicurus, rather than Hegel on Marx,® a close examina-
tion of the Dissertation in conjunction with Hegel’s
Science of Logic suggests other explanatmns Hegel
had included a discussion of the atomists in several of
his works, including his History of Philosophy, where
he rejected the Epicurean philosophy as unoriginal. But
he had also taken up the atomists in his Seience of
Logic, in the Doctrine of Being, at the juncture where
Quality becomes Quantity. In this very important sec-
tion of the Logic, Hegel first introduces the concept of
self-determination by showing what constitutes the dif-
ference between finite and infinite.

For Hegel, the difference between finite and infinite is
not, as in common understandmg, based on the fact
that one is limited, and the other is unlimited and goes
on forever. Thought is infinite if its development is not
blocked by an other. Therefore, to be infinite, thought
has to be self-determined.”

From here on, the concept of self- determination fig-
ures prominently in Hegel’s Logic, marking the many

2. Al references to the Dissertation are from the English text which
appears in Marx-Engels Collected Works 1 (New York: International
Publishers, 1975). Hereafter MECW1.

4. See Lawrence Baronovitch, “‘German Idealism, Greek Materialism,
and the Young Karl Marx,” International Philosophical Quarterly
24, no. 95(September, 1984): 253.

5. Cited in Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, 122.

6. See for example Baronovitch, “German Idealism, Greek Material-
ism.” See also Mikhail Lifshitz’s: The Philosophy of Art of Karl
sthe Hogéliar inkidritance’

; tively, spealsmg, {he atom; as ‘of ta( ;s np! qh{ni‘rut ;,
an al solute: fq exlsten lt % a citiz enc]
: ﬁvol{:ﬁoh plcﬁ ¢ Hald® em;)ﬁasrzed thé principié of'al o{'n 2that is,

independence and hence individual freedom; but the contradlctlons of
the principle were obvious even in his ‘atomistic science’ ”’ (pp. 23-24).

7. See the discussion on finitude and infinity in G. W..F. Hegel, Sci-
ence of Logic (New Jersey: Humamtles Press 1989) 129-156. Trans-
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The origins of Karl Marx’s concept of prax:s

stages of transition in this work. But in the section o
_finitude and infinity, Hegel also. takes up the Gree
atomists and criticizes them on two points: 1) for nc
.- recoghizing that even matter is metaphysical, since

involves human beings thinking and conceptuahzm
about atoms and matter; 2} for not seeing that the a
oms do not crash into each other either by accident,
by soine external force and outside vortex. Rather the
combiine with each other because the elements of att:
tion and repulsion are right-there thhm the atom
and nat introduced from the outside.®

Thus Hegel had argued for the concept of self-de-
termination instead of either the materialist notion
of determinism, or the Epicurean emphasis on the
notion of choice and accident. It can thus be argued
that. while Marx in his Dissertation rejected the in-
terpretation of Epicurus in Hegel's -Philosophy of
Histnry,vhis own reading of Epicurus does seem to
have been in line with that in Hegel’s fundamental
works such as the Science of Logic and the smaller
Logie. :

Thus in presenting a readmg of the Epicurean philos-
ophy, grounded to a great extent in Hegel’s thought,
Marx shows his tremendous differences with the deter-
minism of the traditional materialists, and embraces in-
stead the notion of self-movement. He thus ‘moves to-
warils resolving the riddle of how one remains a maten—
alist and an idealist at one and the same time.

This erucial dimension of Marx’s philosophy, howev-

_er, got lost to several generations of post-Marx Marxists.
A revealmg example appears in Franz Mehring’s “‘clas-
si¢” blog'raphy of Marx where he dlsparages ‘the Disser-
tation arguing that Marx praises Epicurus-as the
founder of the science of atomism, ‘“‘despite the latter’s
arbitrariness in the explanation of physical phenomena

Draft ot‘ preface to Marx’s o 1
doctoral dissertation : \

and desplte the abstract individual self-conscxousness hq
preaches.” Mehring then went on to give a final verdlci
on the atomists, arguing that the deterministic materi
glism of Democntus had proven itself valid in moderr
physics since it supposedly explaired everythmg in na
ture, and concluded that “Today the matter is no longei
" open for discussion. . .. Democritus was the pioneer anc
not Epicurus.”®
After World War ‘I, the writings of the young M

on Humanism finally began to get the attention they de
served. For some, this included not only the 1844 Eco
nomic-Philosophic Manuscripts, but also the Doetor:
Dissertation. The founder of Marxist-Humanism in th
U. S., Raya Dunayevskaya recognizes the srgmﬁcance [
the “energxzmg principle”’ Marx was Iookmg for in th
Epicurean philosophy. She argues that in the Disserta
tion Marx had “developed his most ongmal interpreta
tion of praxis. That was to remain his unique catego:
for breaking both with ‘idealism’ and ‘materialism.’”’*°

MARX AND THE CRISIS IN GERMANY

' The fact that Marx’s concern was with the relation
-ship of philosophy to the crisis in his age is best mam
fested in the Notes which Marx wrote as part of the
Dissertation for an intended book on the Epicurear
philosophy, as well as the Dissertation itself. The Lef
Hegelians, as radical followers of Hegel, had criticizec
Hegel’s political reconciliation with the Prussian state

To Marx, however, such a critique was inadequate. He
‘argued instead that it was not only a question of expos
ing Hegel politically. One also had to *discover the inad
equacy of the principle which compelled that accommo
© dation. Only in this way could the critique produce
advance in knowledge which would create the possibili
of a new beginning,”!

A philosophic critique of Hegel required a thoroug
comprehension of Hegel’s philosophy. The “intellectu

(continued on page 10)

A: B.'See The Logic of‘'Hegel: The Encyélopaedla of the¢' Plnlosop
L.eal Beiences (Oxford:[Oxford University Press; 1059),482-183,
¢ 1.9:(Ses Franz Mehzing, Karl Marx:. The Story.of. ng,hlfe (New Je
ie(}{ -Humanitjes P, 1966, 30. . )
‘See’ thé lhiminating section "Prqmefheus Bound Jea1.1843” §
Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Ma
Philosophy of Revolution (Urbana University of Illinois Pre
| 1991), 122-123.
11. ‘Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s L:beration,
L .B%arx ] Phxlofophy or Revolutlon 122
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-by J ohn Alan

If ; you went to a shopping mall, a library, a museum
or watched television, during the month- -long celebra-
tion of African American history this Fehruary you
should know by now that African Americans have writ-
ten many outstandmg novels, composed much of popu-
lar ‘Arhérican tusic and have produced noted artists,
politicians, army . officers, scientists, opera singers, Hol-
lywood and Broadway stars, ete. In fact, this celebration
has shown that we have done everything except live in

the segregated slums of the large cities and be poorly

paid members of the working class!

“Black History” has now become an exhaustive paean
to mythological middle-class values which has little to
do with realities of past or ongoing African American
history. What we have is a sanitized, commercialized
image of Black history which makes everyone feel good
and, at the same time, blurs the original idea and rea-
son for celebrating African American history.

WALL OF SILENCE

It was indeed an original idea. It was an act of Black
self-determination, internally motivated to tear down
the hostile wall of silence used by white historians to
conceal Black history.

Far into this century African Americans were practi-
cally excluded from American history by white histori-
ans. We were seen as a non-historical people who
achieved little or nothing in the long story of human
history. What was incredible about this historic bias was
that all records showed that African Americans were a
viable force in American life.

In 1915, Carter G. Woodson, the African American
historian, decided to take action against the racism of

the established academic historians. He founded the As-

sociation for the Study of Negro Life and History and
the publication The Journal of Negro History in order
to begin a life-long task of resurrecting African Ameri-
can history. He later proposed that a week should be set
aside in February to celebrate “Negro History.”” By the
end of the 1920s he was able to persuade some African
American teachers in the Washington; D.C., public
school system to surreptitiously introduce “Negro His-
tory” to their pupils.

No one can question the fact that Dr. Woodson was
the pioneer in establishing both the popularity and the

" academic foundation for Black History. He went beyond

the study of prominent individuals to do a remarkable
history on the memories of Black ex-slaves. As great as
Woodson was as the “father” of African American histo-
ry, his originality can only be seen when placed in the
context of his time. ‘

His idea for the “need” of Black history in post-

Malcolm’s challenge to youth

Los Angeles, Cal.—In his essay article on “The
Marxist Humanist Legacy of Frantz Fanon” in the De-

_cember N&L, Lou Turner brings forth the indispensa-

bility of rethinking Marx’s dialectic that Fanon was cre-
atively able to achieve. He quotes Raya Dunayevskaya
on Marxist ‘“‘orthodoxy” as not being “a question of
whether Marx could or could not be wrong.... It [is] a
question of dialectics, of the methodology of approac®.-
ing opposites.” It is this that I would like to direct spe-
cifically towards Black youth today.

‘It is not difficult to convince Black youth of what is

an obvious reality for us—that the ‘‘greater” American .

society has no place for the majority of us who are “ill-
educated’” and “‘unskilled.” We must take our social and
political lives into our own hands. We have accomplish-
ments in the form of communication through rap mu-
sic. However, we cannot stop at the projection of ghetto
life—the murders, the family conflicts, the police beat-
ings.

We must be willing to attain what Fanon meant
when he spoke of a transformation into “a -con-
sciousness of social and political needs, in other
words, into humanism.” It is that “new Humanism”
that Marx, Fanon and Dunayevskaya were develop-
ing for our age.

The Lead article by Mlchael Connolly in the Decem-
ber issue, “Crises in labor and Black movements compel

‘new philosophic beginnings,” quotes a Black youth who

is studying Malcolm X. I also have been reading about
Malcolm X, and have found that in his last year he is-
sued a challenge to Black youth.

He said: “We are issuing a call for students across
the country, from coast to coast, to launch a new
study of the problem—not a study that is in any way
guided or influenced by adults, but a study of their
own. Thus we can get a new analysis of the problem,
a more realistic analysis. We are going to ask those
same students (by students I mean young people,
who, having less of a stake to lose, are more flexible
and can be more objective) for a new approach to
the problem.”

My challenge to myself and to other Black youth is to
build upon the magnificent discoveries of the revolution-
ariesqhefore ‘us, toerect a moyement that not gnly op-
poses: .¢ “historical,
racistidapitalism, but onhe swhich creates a new-human
bem , & thinking, creative new man and new woman.

And 16 start, I'd like to pose 4 study into the subjec-
tive element of Malcolm X’s’ struggle, his concept of or-

. ganization, in order to reveal the objectwe reason for his

break with the Natlon of Islam Thxs is very timely for
today. bt ~—Maurice Miller

:and: contemporary vmssnmdes of .
oo far for Pagp,who

Revolutlonary roots .

of Black history

wWwWIl Amenca, when racial tensions were at their
highest, was the self-same “need” of the hundreds of

- thousands of newly urbanized Black workers: to

have knowledge of their past history, as they were
.experiencing . a new
‘self-consgtiousness, a-
new self-certainty, -as
they encountered the
Garvey Movement, the
Harlem  Renaissance,
unions and Marxism
as alternatives to what
they had left in the
South.

Thus - the blrth mo-
ment of ‘Black - history
was also the birth of a
new consciousness in a
revolutionary period.

This year’s open com-
mercialization -of -Afri-
can American history is
not an accident; because
the accepted theory of
history in this society is Carter G: Woodson
the ‘“‘great man’’ theory, i.e., the abstract bourgeois per-
sonality that has risen not so much in history, but
.above the masses in history.

BLACK MASSES AS VANGUARD

In contradiction to this image of the bourgeois per-
sonality, Marxist-Humanists dug deep into the past and

ongoing African American history to show in American -

Civilization on Trial (see ad page 7) that at every his-
toric turning point in American history it was Black
masses who proved to-be the vanguard. In this study,
the movements of history are seen not so much as the
progression of great men, but as the progression of
great masses. It differs from the old radicals because it
focuses not on the oppression of the masses but on the
creativity of masses as the subject and not the ob-
jects of historical development.

Not only does American Civilization on Tnal single
out Black masses in motion as revolutionary subject,
but as the revolutionary subject which places American
civilization on trial. Here the historical struggle for real
Black liberation becomes a major dimension of Ameri-
can civilization. This is the real history of African Amer-
icans in this country and it must be central to the cele-
bration of African American history month.

. (continued from page 1) -

In the voting rights case which sought to overturn the
exclusionary practices which prevented Blacks from be-
ing elected ta office in majority-Black counties, Thomas
concurred with Justice Kennedy's Confederate-style
state’s rights opinion that *if federalism is to! operate as
a practical system of governance and not a mere poetic
ideal,” states must be free to structure their govern-
ments without interference from the “intrusive mech-
anisms” of the Voting Rights Act!

As Linda Greenhouse noted for the The New York
Times (Feb. 2, 1992): “The force of this language sug-
gests that the political judgment reached decades ago,
requiring some aspects -of state sovereignty to yield to
the constitutional imperative of a meamngful franchise
for all citizens, may no longer be inviola

However, the Thomas opinion that has been most dis-
turbing to his confused Black petty-bourgeons support-
ers like Clarence Page is not one in which he either con-
curred or wrote for the majority, but one which he re-
cently wrote for the narrow minority of himself and his
ideological -mentor, the far right ideologue Justice
Antonin Scalia. Back in November, Scalia had argued
against the majority opinion in a Minnesota case where
he sought to grant constitutional protections of “free
speech” to white supremacists who burned a cross in
the front yard of a Black family. Scalia thought that the
Minnesota statute which made such terrorist cross-
burnings.even a mild misdemeanor, “the rankest kind
of subject discrimination®!

These rulings leave little doubt that we are on a reac-
tionary course back to the statutory racism of Plessy v.
Ferguson in which the Supreme Court made racist seg-
regation the law of the land. However, what cah we ex-
pect from the “moral character” of Scalia’s minion, the
man from Pin Point, Georgia, the self-defined “uppity
‘Black who deigns to think differently,” who used to
boldly display a Confederate flag behind his desk, and

who told the Senate Judiciary Committee that he would .

bring “something different™ to the Supreme Court?

Here, it is better to look-at the “something different” -

Clarence Thomas has brought to the Court through the

:rogercolored glasges of his sycophantic apoloegist, Cla.r-

ience Pagé of the Chicago Tribune. Thomas had gone ‘
afleged that Thomas” reattionary °

, 'opinion f.n the Huax{ongv McMillian Eighth Amendment

case on “‘cruel and unusual punishment is “a betrayal
of true conservatism.” .

The case involved a Black inmate, Keith Hudson, who
sued the Louisiana State Pemtentmyy at Angola for
damages fromabmtalbeahnghereeewedatthehands

ks

~ change this

Overturn racist injustice

Los Angeles, Cal.—Many people have heard of the
murder of 15-year-old Latasha Harlins, who was shot in
the back of the head by Soon Ja Du, a Korean merchant
who falsely accused Latasha of attempting to steal a
$1.79 bottle of orange juice. Du was given only a slap-
cn-the-wrist sentence with no jail time. (See N&L, De-
cember- 1991.) This  enraged the Black community,
which has seen racist Police Chief Daryl Gates’ “war on
crime”. waged as: pohce sweeps - and stlff sentences
- against Black youth.:

On Feb. 15, 1 attended a meeting of the Latasha
Harlins Justice Committee, where concerned -citizens,
about 20 Black and one white, came together to discuss
the current developments in the demand for justice in
the Latasha Harlins case, as a case that demands hu-
man recognition from an unjust system.

One woman at this meeting characterized +
Latasha’s murder by Du as a “shot heard around the
world”— she reported that she had met a man from
Britain who was familiar with the injustice of this
case. A man stated that he felt a need to come out
and express his support because Latasha was for
him the Rosa Parks of the 1990s, in the sense that
the signal had been given for a new movement.

This committee wants to make it clear that their

* struggle is not a racial struggle against Koreans, or just

a Black question of justice, but that the system’s injus-
tice against Blacks is an injustice against all of humani-
ty. “We cannot fall into the trap of the David Dukes and
the Pat Buchanans who have made it socially acceptable
to be a racist in this society,” someone said.

Another woman at the meeting, who is a lawyer,
stated that Judge Karlin, who sentenced Du, violat-
ed the law. Judge Karlin’s action gives voice to the
concept that merchants have the right to kill people
if they think any small part of their property is
threatened, whereas California law says that to use
deadly force against an intruder you “must be in
honest and reasonable fear of losing your life.” In
the case of Du, neither her life nor her property
‘were threatened. )

The Latasha Harlins Justice Committee has fought
for and won a review of Judge Karlin’s sentencing of
Du, and there is a petition drive to remove Judge Karlin
from the bench. But regardless of what happens, the
Justice Committee will continue to attempt to change
an unjust system.

I felt within this organization a certain rawness and
spirit of something new emerging. For myself, I see
nothing short of a social movement as what is needed to
“Justice system” built on slavery and dis-
crimination throughout history. We need a total vision
towards the transformation of society. —Gene Ford

of prison guards. In a 7-to-2 majority opinion, Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor wrote for the plaintiff that
“When prison officials maliciously and sadistically use
force to cause harm, contemporary standards of decency
always are violated. This is true whether or not signifi-
cant injury is evident. Otherwise, the Eighth Amend-
ment would permit any physical punishment, no matter
how diabolic or inhuman....” and against the malicious
insensitivity of Thomas’ dissenting opinion, which held,
that the Eighth Amendment does not protect inmates
from harsh treatment, O’Connor concluded that “To
deny, as the dissent does, the difference between punch-
ing a prisoner in the face and serving him unappetizing
food is to ignore the concepts of dignity, civilized stan-
dards, humanity, and decency that animate the Eighth
Amendment.”

Two weeks before Page wrote his “Memo to Justice
Clarence Thomas: Turn back before it’s too late” (Chi-
cago Tribune, Mar. 1, 1992), he had written a column
attacking the 28-page open letter Judge Leon Higgin-
botham wrote to Clarence Thomas in the University of
Pennsylvania Law Review. Higginbotham had lumped

together Thomas and Page’s other Black conservative

friends with no one less than David Duke. This out-
raged Page, who had just hosted a curious little PBS
special on Black conservatives. Along with warning
Thomas not to come under the ideological spell of Sca-
lia, Higginbotham pointed out the ‘“stunted knowledge
of history and unformed judicial philosophy” found in
Thomas’ writings and speeches.

Now belatedly, our “liberal” sycophant sees the snake
that departing Justice Marshall warned would bite you
whether he was Black or white, the one Clarence Page
has taken in.

(continued from page 5)
New Year’s greeting now? Then see to it that you stay
human., Bemg human means joyfully throwing your
whole life ‘on the scales of destiny’ when need be, but
all the while rejoicing in every sunny day and every
beautiful cloud. Ach, I know. of no formula to write you

‘foi)bemg human.,..”

unayevs[;aya 8 po,mt, gﬂhethe; she ag dlscussxng Lux-
enll rg, women’s libe l{;at:lo,u today or Mar,x, is that the
concept the vision of human self- development has to be
total at the start and has to bé re-created anew by each
new force of revolution. Luxemburgs feminist dimen-
sion isn’t a question of autonomy in and of itself; it has
fo do with women insisting on the freedom to develop,
both as force and,as Reason; what Marx called “revolu-
tlon-m-permanence »oo —Laurie Cashdan
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~ The unfmlshed tasks of today’s women’s Ilberatlon movement

. (continued from page 1)

en away or when' they are ﬁred because the&r sexual
preferenee ig discovered.: :

The attack is total: From state govemments’ pursuit

of complete control over a woman on welfare—who she
lives with, how may children she has; what birth control
ghe uses—as they slash, again, grants already cut to the
bone; to the impact of th1s “recession” that'is a depres-
sion for women, many of whom have now lost even

their ‘part-time jobs, where they received the lowest

wages and no benefits; from the horrible fact that wom-

en and children are becoming homeless by the thou-

sands; to the brutal truth that in the U.S. every six

minutes a woman is raped, every 15 seconds a women is

beaten; that one woman in four will be sexually assault-

ed during her lifetime and that domestic violence is the
<single largest cause of injury to women.

‘A THOUSAND POINTS TO FIGHT’

_ The totality of the attack is no accident whatsoever. It
is because no matter how much the Right may insist
that the Women’s Liberation Movement is dead, it is
not. Nor do we live in any so-called “post-feminist” era.
The truth is that women have never stopped fighting
back. As feminist writer Ann Jones put it, the reality of
George Bush’s “‘thousand points of light” is that women
have “a thousand points to fight.”

@ At the National Organization for Women’s 25th

"Silver Anniversary Celebration/Global Feminist Confer-

ence in January, the workshop titled “The Backlash
‘Against Feminism” was jammed and president Patricia
Ireland was pushed to say: “Our obstacle is our entire
government.” This year’s 22nd National Conference on
Women and the Law in March likewise acknowledges
the war against women and their determination to fight
back by titling their meeting, ‘Women Under Siege: A
Call to Action.”

® To mark the Jan. 22 anniversary of the Supreme
Court - decision legalizing women’s right to abortion,
women from universities, high schools and rank-and-file

‘.. women workers joined in pro-choice activities in towns

and cities from coast to coast: from the 450 in Chicago,
111, who held a high-spirited protest in pouring rain; to
the 2,000 in Boston, Mass., who attended a march and
rally; and the 3,000 who came out in Salt Lake City,
Utabh, including women from Brigham Young University
whose picket signs read: “BYU Women for Choice.”

@ In reaction to the sexist, racist Senate hearings
on Clarence Thomas’ nomination, where Anita Hill
was vilified, African American Women in Defense of
Ourselves—a grassroots organization—~was created
in a few short weeks and raised over $50,000 needed
to place a full-page ad in The New York Times con-
demning Thomas’ nomination to the Supreme Court.
In the latest issue of Ms Magazine, Black feminist
theorist Barbara Smith wrote: “Never have so many
black women publicly stated their refusal to pit ra-
cial oppression against sexual-oppression.”

® Working women have never stopped fighting theu'
contions of life and labor. On Feb. 7, 28,000 hospital
wr ;ame out in New York City to protest Governor

(continued from page 8)

carriers” of a philosophy, Marx argued in his Disserta-
tion, have a “double-edged” demand. On the one hand
they were to turn against the existing world, making
philosophy a liberating factor in the world of reality: “It
is a psychological law that the theoretical mind once lib-
erated in itself, turns into practical energy. . . and turns
itself against the reality of the world existing without
it” (MECW 1: 85).

As against the Left Hegelians, who refused to turn
their eyes to the world of practice, Marx hailed Prome-
theus, the most worldly of the Greek gods, writing that
“As Prometheus, having stolen fire from heaven, begins
to build houses and to settle upon the earth, so philoso-
phy, expanded to be the whole world, turns against the

world of appearance. The same now with the philosophy -

of Hegel” (MECW 1: 491),

But at the same time these “intellectual carriers” of a
philosophy were attempting to free themselves from the
chains of the particular philosophy out of which they
came. “Their liberation of the world from un-philosophy
iz at the same time their own liberation from the philos-
ophy that held them in fetiers as a particular system”
(MECW 1: 86). Since these ‘““intellectual carriers” had

not “yet theoretically emerged from that system” they

ended up only realizing the ‘“individual moments” of
the Hegelian system, which was a sad retrogression. Or
‘n Marx’s words, “the objective universality of a perfect-
ed philosophy breaks down first into merely subjective
forms of consciousness of an individual philosophy
which has grown out of it,”” so that the Left Hegelians
were in effect trying to have a partial reform of Hegel’s
phllosophy, rather than concretizing it as a new begin-
ning.

Marx’s Dissertation thus demonstrates how from the

Very early: years jof Wis-intellectualk puvsuits: Marx at-
" 'said, Well; m& ou danhbt bhild dudl wiildns, ydu
alism. A% ¢arly; 4s. 1841 he maved toward incorporaking: { -
Hegel’s idealistic philosophy intoa rew kind ofhumdn-1,

tempted to break with all forms of deterministie: materi-

ism, whose origins could be found in Epicurus, one
which rested on the notions of subjectivity, self-determi-
nation, and free will. It was a most creatxve unity of ide-
alism and materialism. .

Mario Cuomo’s proposed budget cuts of more than $lf
billion in Medicaid payments to hospitals (see story page
3). Their fight mirrored those of protesting Los Angeles
county workers who have also protested budget cuts
that hurt health workers and their patients. St. Paul,
‘Minn., women filed sexual harassment lawsuits against
the Stroh Brewery Co., stating that their sexist TV com-
mercials exacerbated the harassment at work. And 800
‘Black women workers took on plantation-style workmg
‘conditions and attitudes at Delta Pride Catfish in MIS
sissippi and won. -

Yet despite the fact that women have taken on the -

“thousand points to fight,” we find ourselves, in 1992,
not only losing the limited right to abortion but seeing
all our hard-won gains rolled back. How, from such a

high point reached by the Women’s Liberation Move- -

ment in the mid-1970s, have women come to be totally

Outraged demonstrators in Dublin, Ireland, pro-
test the court order barring a 14-yéar-old, preg-
nant from being raped by her friend’s father,
from traveling to England for an abortion.

on the defensive? It is clear that “activism” alone is not
enough.

When, in the late 1960s, the Women's Liberation
Movement burst forth from the Civil Rights Movement
and the anti-war movement, women were fighting for
new human relations—a revolution so deep and so to-
tal that all would be free. In that very fight we were ex-
periencing a self-development that was not separated
from what freedom should mean. What was so impor-
tant about the Women’s Liberation Movement was that
it critiqued the Left from a revolutionary perspective,
demanding a deeper idea of what revolution must be-
come.

What 1992 reveals is that just as women’s battles
against this sexist, racist, capitalist, degenerate world
are a matter of life and death 8o too is the battle of
ideas. Yet so unconnected is much of what passes for
feminist theory from the reality of women’s daily lives
that, instead of mounting a total assault on this socie-
ty’s deadly limitations on freedom, some theorists end
up attacking the concept that freedom is a universal ne-
cessity for humanity’s self-development.

While post-structuralists and deconstructionists want
to do away with the concept of the Subject altogether
and throw out all Universals—including the universal of
Freedom—women’s daily struggles for survival, for

workers’ rights, for a decent life for themselves and

their children, our quest for wholeness and our determi-
nation to create a world where all can experience self-
development, prove them dead wrong.

WOMEN'’S ‘UNFINISHED TASK’

Since that is the case, what has made it so difficult to
answer not only the Right that blatantly opposes revolu-
tion but all those who think we must accept the ground
of this degenerate society? In Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-

en’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolu-

tion (see ad page 2), Raya Dunayevskaya wrote that the
“unfinished tasks” of today’s Women’s Liberation
Movement.centers on the need to work out its relation-
“ship to the concept of a total uprooting found in Marx’s
Marxism. |

It is only a total philosophy of liberation—which
is what genuine Marxism is—that can give us the
basis to fight the attacks from all who would try to
limit freedom. If women—or any force fighting:for
“freedom—+don’t have that philosophic ground; then
they get swept up into the ideological pollution. :

Take someone as serious and important as Patricia
Hill Colling, who wants to work out Black feminist con-
sciousness; to fight the reactionary 1990s. In her book,
Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness
and the Politics of Empowerment, Collins shows the
indispensable nature of Black women’s thought and ex-
plores it. - But because she - accepts the
deconstrugtionists’ rejection of Marx and dismisses the
universal of freedom, despite the revolutionary richness
she finds in Black women’s thought, the Reason that.
Black women have expressed throughout history is lost.

BRecause she dismisses Marx’s thought as part of
the “Eurocentric masculinist knowledge validation
process,” Collins ends up asserting that there is no
truth; rather, “Afrocentric” feminist thought be-
comes but one form of knowledge. The freedom
ideas expressed by Black women are thus lost to
Collins.

This same trend appears in feminist labor history.
‘While a new wave of feminist labor historians has posed
innovative analyses of man/woman relations in U.S. la-
bor struggles, hostility to Marx’s concept of alienated la-
bor and to his view of the worker’s “quest for universal-
ity” threatens to cripple their studies. They argue that
labor history needs to shift its focus from Marx’s alleg-
edly “work-centered” perspective to a “home-centered”
one. This is needed, they assert, because all the focus on
women’s alienation from, and opposition to, the produc-
tion process, has obscured women’s role in creating the
production relations of the world in which we live.

For same, this has meant devaluing women worker-
leaders from Mother Jones to Clara Lemlich as “class-
war - heroines” .in  male-defined  unions, and
counterposing “social-welfare” activists like Jane Ad-
dams and Frances Perkins as models for study. What

- gets lost is the whole category of women workers as rev- -

olutionary leaders and thinkers—just as with Collins’
work, Black women’s re\(olutionary thought gets limit-

Ced.

THE PHILOSOPHIC CONTEXT NEEDED'

Raya Dunayevskaya, who created the phllosophJ,c cat-
egory, ““woman as revolutionary force and Reason,” and
appreciated what the Women’s Liberation Movement

had raised, nevertheless always warned that “woman as -

Reason.,. depends on women practicing the immediate
problems  inseparable from the philosophic context.”
Never has that warning been more concrete, never more
important.

That there is an objective thirst, a drive to work out
paths to freedom and liberation, is seen in the serious-

ness with which Adrienne Rich, feminist theorist, poet -

and activist, has viewed the work of Raya Dunayevskaya
and, through that lens, Marx. In her greetings (see page
2) sent to the Chicago book party for Rosa Luxemburg,
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revo-
lution, she wrote: “We can be sure that Marxism is no
more dead than the women’s liberation movement is dead,
and the ways of reading Marx that Raya mapped for us are
more challenging than ever in our time. What Raya taught
me Is that Marxism itself is yet to be discovered...”

That discovery of Marxism that Rich talks about is a
two-way road. Each age needs to re-create Marx’s Marx-
ism anew. That cannot be done without the- Women’s
Liberation Movement—in practice and theory—taking
respongibility to deepen and develop Marx’s Marxism,
just as, in the 1960s and 1970s, it showed the world
how deep and total revolution must be for all to be free.

(continued from page 4)
pire.....?"” Sound today-ish, what? 7
NOW THAT DOESN'T mean that he was either
-an anarchist, or just a utopian, or like the guerrilla war-
fare types chose any old “Subject,” any one that “dared
«and dared and dared some more.” Nonsense. The Sub-

ject has to be objective as well as subjective, it has to be .

elemental as well as historical, and above all, out of its

self-development you have to be able, as a theoretician,
to make explicit what has only been implicit in its ac-
tions, BUT YOU CANNOT LECTURE DOWN TO
THEM (even if you are] AS GREAT A REVOLUTION-
ARY AS ROSA who, after all she said of revolution and
spontaneity, and proletariat, proletariat, and only prole-
tariat, turned around when they actually were bmldmg
tih tof brganizatiod-Lhe’ Shdp St&#érds—étx

a new fo

mﬁ-

oh s}tfuem’er and fight lffdxﬁ it

teraTits g «un

réturn to" fhe u
;xegc ete. 13.1‘! [
I cannot go into the current world capitalist economy
other than to say its crises have nothing whatever to do
with absorption or non-absorption of the non-capitalist

- world;.ifs ¢rises stem not from markets but from Auto-

mation and wars, and if there is anything Marc [Chiric]
is more wrong on, it is to say that just when capitalists
have absorbed all, it would have “no labor reservoir to
draw on for production’: Hely cats, if capitalism will
have anything—it is millions and millions of workers
out of production. And, far from the national struggles
“only helping capitalism,”
moment of peace though it had won the war, “even won
the peace” so far as Europe and the Marshall Plan was

conce’rned. ‘Who is keeping it in turmoil if it isn’t all the

struggles for national liberation from Africa to Latin
America, Algiers to the Middle East, Vletnam to Djibou-
ti?

You. must develop a method, mtemahze the method I
studying all these )
‘any © -

used in Marxism and Freedom

new lecthites' on P osophy and (ﬂutwn for 't ;
" ‘one ¢an give a}not Her is method. I‘t isri't, howevéh any-
’thmg that &an, bé gotten bither' thrbugh blueprmtg fbf-

Pmulae, or science. Tt reduirds 4 1ot of ‘Hard “labor, pa-
tience, seriousness and suffering of the negative” but
nothing has ever been more needed if we want to over-
come not only capitalism but the regressmns of revolu-
txonsg.

it has not given capitalism a







