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Asylum for some...

NICKI JAMESON

As FRFI goes to press the
Asylum and Immigration Bill
is due to go back to the House
of Commons for its final read-
ing. The draconian Bill,
which we reported on in
detail in the last issue, would
probably have slipped
through the Committee stage
with hardly a murmur, had it
not been for the war in the
Balkans and the prospect of
up to 50,000 Kosovan refugees
arriving in Britain. As it is,
the proposed amendments to
the Bill have still been
pathetic and the opposition
weak in the extreme.

Despite pross ramours of a back-
bench revolt, there has beon no
real sign of any such thing and
the Bill looks set to omerge intact,
However, the timing is stll
mildly embarrassing for a govern-
ment which claims ta be driven
by humanitarianism and minis-
ters have therefore been at pains
to point out how the Kosovans,
who are due to begin arriving at
the rate of 1,000 per week, will be
treated difforently and better than
the ‘economic migrants' the Bill
seeks to exclude.

‘Good' refugees

Despite it being incontrovert-
ibly demonstrated that NATO's
bombardment of formersYugo-
slavia would lead to thousands
of displaced persons crossing
the border and seeking sanctu-
ary wherever they could find it,
it is only in the last few weeks
that Britain, after public sham-
ing by the other European coun-
tries, was forced to concode that
some of those fleeing the con-
flict could come to the UK,

The Kasovans will be given
12-month permits to stay in the
UK and will be allowed to soek
work and claim benefit, The

Local Government Association, is now rallying around an

which is working with the gov-
ernment and the Refugee Coun-
¢il on the ‘crisis’, is keen to
avoid housing them in ex-army
camps or prisons. although this
is still a possibility, and has got
local authorities seeking out for-
mar schools, nursing homes,
children's homes and housing
assuciation properties, Presu-
mably they will not have much
of a problem locating such facil-
itips. as they have closed down
plenty of them in recent years.

‘Bad’ refugees

Once the Immigration and Asy-
Jum Bill has become law, refu-
gees and asylum-seekers will
not be entitled to work or claim
benefit, but will receive vouch-
ers worth 70 per cent of Income
Support (£28.25 per week] plus
£1 por day in cash and 50p for
children. The powers to arrest
and detain asylum-seekors are
being greatly increased and the
so-called ‘fast track’ system re-
moves much of the remaining
right to appeal against deporta-
tion.

*Opposition’ to tha Bill came
from 'left’ Labour MPs and liber-
als. The Big Tssue mounted a
campaign against the voucher
systom, in which readers were
askad to send the following
message to the Home Secretary:
‘Dear Jack Steaw, [ believe that
the voucher system for asylum-
seekers is humiliating and inhu-
mane. Do not asbandon your
commitment to social justice,
Please amend the Immigration
and Asvlum Bill and restore
bencfit rights to asylum-seek-
ars’. This plea was nonetheless
stronger than that of the Lahour
MPs, whose initial revolt con-
sisted entirely of an entreaty to
increase the 50p a day for chil-
dren to 75p or £1. Flushed with
‘success’ in the Commons revolt
over disability benefits, the 'left’

Healthy and wealthy

HANNAH CALLER

The Acheson report inlo
inequalities in health (Nov-
ember 1998) gave graphic evi-
dence of the link between
poverty and ill health. More
evidence is now available
regarding cancer and dispro-
portionate  survival rales
linked to wealth.

The report by the Office for
National Statistics, the Cancer
Research Campaign and the
London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine was pro-
duced at the end of April. It
shows that over 12.700 deaths
from cancer would be avoided
every year if all people shared
the overall cancer survival rates
of the most affluent. For thase
diagnosed between 1986 and
1990, the richer were betwoen
5% and 16% more likely to be
alive after five vears than the
most deprived, across 14 types
of adult cancers.

Factors which have been
identified to explain this in-
clude the rich having a better
diet, being more likely to go to
the doctor if they suspect some-
thing is wrong, having easier
access to hospital and being
more demanding in general and
in particular regarding being

seen and teeated by dedicatod
gancer specialists. There is @
lack of cancer specialists and
cancer centres in Britain, There-
fore the single most important
factor in explaining thesoe sur-
vival rates is that the rich have
preferential access' to the lim-
itod specialist care.

Cancer care in Britain has
been under review since a reporl
in 1995 recommended reorgani-
sation into specialist  units.
Research had shown that Brit-
ain's survival rotes were lagging
behind those of other European
countries with similar econo-
mies. If survival rates in Britain
aqualled the EU average, 10,000
lives would be saved per year; if
they equalled the best in Eurape,
25,000 would be saved por year.
Britain spends less than half as
much on cancer drugs as do
France and Germany.

Howover there is still a
scarcity of cancer centres and
specialists which means - that
treatment by such specialists in
dedicated centres is only avail-
able to a privileged minority — it
is the middle class which bene-
fits. One in four women with
breast cancer is still being
treated by gencral surgeons in
non-specialist units. An ohser-
vational study of the survival of
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Jack Straw at a photo-call with a Kosovan child

amendment which would tak
familios with children out of the
voucher-system altogether, hut
still leave childloss  familivs
without cash benefits,
Meanwhile an editarial in
The Observer lamented the “fun-
damental illiberalism® of the Bill
but ended: 'We urge those vor-
ing this weck to continue 1o vole
for New Labour but it is a ree-
ommendation much more quadi-
fied than the aone we made two
years ago’. Strong stull, indend.

Hypocrisy

The temporary welcome L s
forced Lo extend to those flecing
the Balkan war is an inconve-
nience for the government and
an indication, il one were need-
ed, of its all-pervading hypocrisy.
Today's refugees are “welcomed'
on the basis they are flecing
Serhian attack, not NATO bom-
bardment, while they are cleacly
fiecing both. But the 10,000
Kosovans and ethnic Albanians
who came to Brituin before Hhe
bombing began, seeking sanctu-
ary from the Milosovic regime,
wore treated as pariahs, vilified
in the press, derided as “hogus’
and warchoused in the worst

o

3,786 women with breast cancer
treated in the west of Scotland
between Januacy 1980 and June
1988 found that, 16% more of
the women treated al a special-
ist breast cancer unil were alive
after tan years than those treated
by non-specialists.  Further
more. British doctors  use a
areator variety of treatmenl than
doctors in other countries, are
less likely to stick to protocols
and tend to delay implementing
guidelines whero they exist. A
study of women with evarian
cancer in Manchester showed
that less than hall were receiv-
ing the best treatment as laid
down in guidelines. Cancor car
in Britain is a class issue.

Doctors work longer hours

The EU working time directive
of a maximum 48 hours por
week has excluded junior doc-
tors since its introduction in
1994. A voluntary agreement of
a maximum 56 hours per week
in Britain was sol in 1991, 15%
of stuff still work longer than
this. The Labour Party has just
secretly proposed. with no dis-
cussion, an increased lmil of 65
hours per week for the next
eight years and 60 hours por
week for the following seven
vears, It is known and well-doc-
umented that long hours at work
affoct practice. The 1987 Confi-
dential ,Enquiry into Peri-
operative Deaths  (CEPOD) -

conditions which could be found
for them. Seven thousand of
them have outstanding applica-
ligus for asvlum sitting in: thoe
gueue ol 1he  chootic Lunar
House Asvlum and Immigration
Departmanl.

The stark truth is that the
Labous government doesn’t wint
any relugees or asvlum-suokers
coming Lo Britain. not even those
on whose beball it claims 1o be
prosecuting a one-sided, totali-
Larian war. It has been shamod by
other BEuropean nations into tak-
ing i small amount of responsi-
hility for Kosovan refugees bul is
making extremely suee that this
does not open the door to anyone
else and that even thot commit-
mant remains as minimal s is
possible. For the moment, the
Kosovans are buna Ade refuguees,
to e sheliered and pitied, while
any ather would-be immigrants
aro still “hogus' 'economic mig-
rants’, deserving only of scorn
andt hatrod. But, when the war is
over. Howill be business as usual.
and those Kosovans who reluse
to return to their ravaged home-
lanel can expect tho same freal-
muent as any other asvium-seck-
wrs in racist Brita, &

report of voluntarily reported
deuths at or around the time of
surgery = estimateed that the doc-
lor's fatigue was o major con-
tributary Tactor in about 140
deaths. Long working hours ore
bad for patients. The Labour
Party has shown that it is not
serious aboul offering adequate
health care to the majority who
use the NHS. The  British
Madical Association's Juniors’
Commitiee has  threatened
incdustrial action. Their fight for
hetter working hours and condi-
viang is a fight for better care tor
those who use the NHS, Their
fight will bring them into con-
frontation ~ with the  Labour
Party, the party which is contin
wing to foree cver greater num-
bers ol alveady Tow paid NHS
staff  into  casualised,  de-
unianised jobs. k3

| dren  of

Education notes

Looking after No.1

Refugees welcome here -
but not at my child’s school
Recent news headlines high
lighting the abjoction of Lubour
MP Jeremy Corbyn to sanding
his ¢hild to a selective school
are a simple case of the excep-
tion proving tho ruele. The Cor
byn family debacle over funior's
education is a red hecring: the
majarity of Labour MPs and
their supporters are ever more
determined 1o choose selective
schools for their young, Middle
glass parents who live in
wealthy enclaves in the cities
are refusing to send their chil-
dron to the local secondary com-
prehensive  schools and - pri-
maries attended by refugeos.
ethnic minorities und poor chil-
dren from the local estates.

Estate agents’ bonanza

Middle-class parents will go far
in cheating to get their children
into the tavoured school, Decep-
tions include giving false

addresses near the school, fake

Death of the
comprehensive school
Adding to the burden of poverty
is the disappearance of the com-
prehetisive school where chil-
dren of all backgrounds and
abilities mix together = excepl
for the very rich. Schools that
olfer good resources to compen-
sato far poverty and deprivation
at home are being replaced by
schools for tha poor where dis-
advantage is reproduced. The
micddle classes who rush to en-
gineer or buy educational privi-
lege. including Tony Blair and
Harciet Harman of the Labour
government, have claimed the
right to ‘do the best’ for their
children. This ‘best’ is boing
achieved at the expense of other
people's children, The Labour
party continues Lo resource
schools in accordance with the
usual arrogant ruling class view
that the working class must
put up with over-crowding,
large classes and too few text
books.

A\

raligious conversions for ent-
rance to religious foundations.
claiming phoney family rela-
tionships including passing off
cousins as brothers and sisters
of those already at the school.
Added 1o this is tutoring for
gelective examination entrance
at £35 an hour, renting tempo-
rary tooms or driving childron
20 miles a day on the round
journey to school. The prices of
homes near “desiruble’ schools
are at an all-time high and estote
agants are making an extra for-
tune from the hostility of the
middle classes to the children of
the poor.

Two nations

New research shows that the
polarisation between the educa-
tional achievement of the chil-
dren of middle-class paronts
and those of the poor working
lass including the ethnic min-
orities has incroased rapidly.
Today 77% of pupils from pro-
fessional  and  skilled  back-
grounds gain at least five goad
GOSEs while only 194 of chil-
unskilled  workers
achinve similar results,

Twao conclusions are possi-
ble from this statistic. Firstly.
that  whatever  educational
changes have taken place under
both Tory and Labour govorn-
ments they have benefited the
hetter off.  Secondly, that
increasing poverty is taking a
toll on the education of the
young poor. The recently pub-
lished Joseph Rowntree survey
{April 1999) has noted a sharp

| rise in the number of children in

such conditions. According to a
recent Treasury Report a quarter
of the entire population now
lives in poverty, which is three
times as many people as 20
years ago.

Islington to follow Hackney
privatisation
Islington Local Education Auth-
ority has followed Hackney LEA
in failing Ofsted. No surprise
there. Both authorities have
been run by Labour partics
which have never supported
thoir poor and struggling com-
munities. Now some of their ser-
vicos are to bo privatised and,
no doubt at huge expense, con-
sultants have been called in, But
just what does it mean to priva-
tise an education authority?
How can profits be made out of
selling education services? For
the small private school sector
the answer is clear, Parents
musl pay up 1o £17,000 a year to
buy the teaching, accommoda-
tion and educational facilities
their children require from a
business that will make a profit
on investing in the supply of
such commodities. Talk of *pri-
vatising” education services for
the working class, however, is
merely ideological clap-trap.
Firms will be given the £1.3 mil-
lion school improvemoent ser-
vice in Hackney and parts of the
£85 million Islinglon annual
education budget to run, They
must provide the services and
make a profit, It is a transfer of
woalth from the public to the
private sector, a distribution
from the state to the business
friends of the Labour Party. It is
no wonder that over a dozen
organisations are jockeying to
get their snouts in the trough of
the education husiness, We may
he sure that many of the same
uscless parsonnel will transfer
their well-paid services from
borough to firm with litle
change in their attitude to the
pravision ‘of schools for the
working class.

Susan Davidson
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Devolution elections

No power for the people

Scotland

MICHAEL MACGREGOR

On Thursday 6 May in a deal-
ening fanfare of media hype
about history and democracy,
voting for the Scottish parlia-
ment took place. Radio, TV
and the papers screamed
about the reconvention of this
parliament after 300 vears.
From fendal *democracy’ fast-
forward to capitalist ‘demo-
cracy’ in a soundbite, leaving
aside the inconvenienl and
undemocratic historical facts
- such as the reality that 300
years ago the vole in Scol-
land was restricted to around
4,000 landowning men which
neatly excluded the majority
of our ancestors and the peo-
ple. Then, as today. the non-
voters were the propertyless
poor, set down in the inven-
tories as serfs alongside cat-
tle, ploughs and swords,

The turnout in 1999 varied
between 40.6% and 58.7%. On
average 42% of people foiled to
participate in this democratic
axarcise,

No party received a majority
share of the votes, heonce the
dull  harse-trading  betwoeen
Labour and the Liberal Demo-
grats over sharing  power.
Central to these sordid deals is
the chief concern of the middle
classes to the financial
strain of sending and keeping
their Kids at  university by
reducing or abolishing tuition
fees. OFf no concern are the third
of kids growing up in poverty in
Scotland.

The Labour Party gained the
largest number of seats at 56 out
of a total af 129, The next largos!

cast

share waont to the Scottish
National Party, with 35 scats.
They, like Plaid Cymru in
Wales, will be pacified by com-
fortable places in the parlia-
ment. Winnie Ewing, Madame
Ecosse, is along with throe other
members of the clan, on o nice
little varncr as SNP Euro MP,
Waestminster MP and Scoitish
MP. No need for free school
meals for the bairns in that fam-
ilv,

Robin Harper of tha Green
Party, who became an MSP
through proportional represen-
tation, expressed o healthy and
commendable distaste for the
Lubour Party, spoiling the con-
sensus approach by rejoicing in

Dennis Canavan

Labour getting 'a bloody nose!
through defeat by Greens at
locil election polls in England.
Not so the pathetic Dennis Can
avan, who despite being Kicked
in the balls by Blair's stooges
and excluded from the party
list, stood as an Independent
Candidate for Labour, trouncing
olficial Labour by 12.000 votes.
Canavan ig clearly touting for
the job of lefty mascol in
Scatland, like Dennis Skinner in
England, Canavan wopt about

Cymru vote jolts Labour

CLARE JOHNSON

Just two years after coming to
power at the General Elec-
tion, the Labour Party failed
to win an overall majorily in
the new Welsh Assembly: it
holds 28 seats out of a total of
60, with a 17% loss of votes. In
a region it has long regarded
as home ground, Labour will
now have to negotiate with
the smaller parties in order to
rule.
Plaid Cymru, the Welsh ‘nation-
alist' party, moro than doubled
its General Election voto 1o win
17 seats, and is now the main
opposition party. The Liboral
Democrats won 6: the Conserva-
tives 9. The most significant fea-
ture of the Assembly clections
however. as with Scotland and
the local elections in England,
was the low turnout of just 46",
This did not stop all partics
claiming a victory (as is usual
with all elections these days).
Welsh Labour leacder Alun
Michael adopted a new spim: ‘It
is important to remember that it
is a Labour government that has
given Wales this opportunity
and given &8 voting systom
which has allowed our appo-
nents to have seats in the assem-
bly and a say in the assembly’,
Presumably Labour lost a lot of
seats in order to achieve this!
The Welsh Assembly will
take over the powers of the old
Welsh Office, Whilst this will

nol include levving taxes or
making  primary  legislation
{unlike Scotland), the annual
budget will be £7ba every yoar,
Labour was counting on main-
taining Wales as its fiefdom:
even Peter Hain MP, the Blair
loyalist who ran Labour's cam-
paign, complained of ‘compla-
concy’. But the chicf factors in

Wales' first secretary Alun Michael

Labour’s poor showing were
much more to do with disillu-
sioned voters. Labour fost seats
in its strongholds - even Neil
Kinnock’s former constituency,
Islwyn, was won by Plaid Cym-
rit. Glenys Kinnock, MEP, more
accurately warned of alienation
amongst Labour voters ‘who felt
the policies they wanted were
not being delivered’,

[ronically, in this Rrst outing
for proportional representation,
if the 40 coostituencies had
been decided on a simple first-
past-the-post basis, then Labour
would have had a clear majority.
It would not, however, have had
a leader. Alun Michael, Blairite

principles and volues “which |
used to think the Labour Purty
held dear’. Get real, Canavan!

The clection ol a Scollish
Socialist Party MSP is wuorthy of
discussion. Despile there axist-
ing no socio-economic hreak-
down of those whe did vote,
Tommy Sheridan’s claim that
the majority ol 851" voters woere
‘digillusioned Labour votors' s
questionable, There s oo doubt
that the existence ol a sacialist
organisation. based in the work-
ing class communities and able
ta muster the votes of the poorer
soctions ol the working class,
the youth and unemploved can
have an impoct. Set against this
is the vncomtortable fact thal
after wears of sovage council
cuts in jobs and services, Labour
took all nine constituency seals
in Glasgow and 74 aut of 79
council soats, Still considerable
work to be done, then,

[n Dundee, the Labour coun-
cillors most closely associatid
with school closures three years
agn waore booted out of the
affectod areas.

Tommy Sheridan wis moved
to speak of 'Red Clydeside. .,
definitely back on the agenda)’
We waould reler him to
paper's articles on Glydeside's
John Maclean, Maclean  casti-
gated Williom Gallogher, luter
an MP for the Communist Party
of Great Britain, for making
speeches in 1915 which did not
mention the war. The 5SP's
clection broadeast, while talk-
ing of scrapping Trident, failed
to mention the NATO bombing
of Serbin, Such  calealations
demonstrably underming sovia-
liﬁlll. comriades = tactics aee L
tics, but principles are princi-

ples. |

parvenu First Secretary., won his
seat as a top-up candidate. The
Welsh Labour Party has been
riven hy internecine dispules
since the former Welsh Mini-
stor, Ron Dovies, was forced oul
by scandul. The parly is now
split three ways between Davies
loyalists, Alun Michael's Blair-
ite cotorie, and supporters of
Rhodri Morgan, wha was lav-
ourite with grassroots moembers
for Welsh leader but was forced
out by a combination of trade
union block votes and Welsh
MPs who wvoted for Blar's
choice. Plaid Cymru claimed
the election as a victory and cer-
tainly strengthened its position.
Whether its radical pretensions
will live up to expectations,
however, is debatable. Plaid
Cymru kept the Callaghan gov-
ernment in power at the end of
the 1970s. and vigorously dis-
claimed any republican intun-
tions during the Assembly cam-
paign. How these disparate
eloments will rule is o matter for
speculation,

What is clear is that the
Welsh Assembly could casily
become vet another gravy traing
and volers were vory suspicious
of this. Welsh Labour councils
have a long history of back-
scratching and with linde real
power bul plenty of time and
maoney, the opporfunities will
abound. Alun Michael will b
paid £98,000. This may well
account for ‘voter alienation”’, Il

this |

CAROL BRICKLEY

Nail bombs exploded on three
consccutive weekends in Lon-
don during April. The bombs
were largeled al London's eth-
nic minority and gay commu-
nities.
The hrst bomb  exploded ot
5.30pm an Saturday 17 April in
Brixton markel, 34 poopla wore
injurad, five ol them seriously.
The boemb, packed with lour-
neh nails. was clearly intended
Lo cause sevore injurios. The
immediate response af policy
was o downplay any possible
connection o racists = they
wure, thoy said, ‘apen mindod.
Thir media sprenlated that the
peepatratars wene "Serbs - (also
at ane paint sugeested to have
killed Jill Dando), animal rights
activists. drug tealers and Mardi
Gra copyeats, Inreality. al such a
place ind gach o time, with Brix-
lan's multi-ethmic population as
the target, it was alwavs likely to
be racists, I the aftermath the
bhomb was claimed by a serivs of
fascist  groups  including  the
White Wolves aod Cambal 14,
One woek later. almast 1o the
minute. another bomb axplodid
in Brick Lane, tasl London, the
hoart of the Bangladeshi com-
munity. This time six people
wore imjured. Speculation grew
thal this wis parl of o series of
allacks oo othnic minority com-

The Soho bar where a nail bo

mb killed three people and injured more than 70

munitivs and police began to
take such a prospect seriously,
warning that there might be fur-
ther attacks, Right-wing groups
again claimed the bombs, The
White Wolves was considered
the most likely group sinco
Combat 18 was said 10 be rid-
cdled with informuers, and. most
conveniently, the White Walves
woere soid 10 huve links with ‘the
Serbs'!

The worst casualties resulted
from the bomb which explodod
on the following Friday, 30
April, at G.37pm in o crowdaed
bar in Old Compton Street,
Soho. The bomb was targeted at
the gay community. Three peo-
ple divd. including a pregnant
wonnan, and more than 70 were
injurcd, many very seriously,
There could be no doubt now
that the bombs were aimed at
groups hated by foscists: black
peaple and gay people, Tven the
police by now recognised this,

The response of the gay com-
munity was anger and defiunce,
Together with representatives of
the block and Asian communi-
fics, commoemorations for the
dead and injured were held.
Early in the following week, a
vaung enginver living in FHamp-
shire was arrestad and charged
with the bombings. The police
were very proud of their suce
cessful investigation and quick-
v announced that the person

'Nail bombs hit London

arrested “had no connections
with any right wing group’ and
hael acted entirely on his own.
Given the nature of the bomb
targots. this is unlikely and will
have 1o be proved.

In the wake of these bombs it
was understandable that people
who were angry and frightened
called on the government toa ban
violent right-wing groups. The
solution to the threat of racism,
howoever, is not going to be so
simple, Such bans are unlikely
1o be snccessful in stamping out
rac:ist violence: such groups will
just proliferate, More impor-
tantly the government and the
police are fundamentally racist
themselves, The power to ban
organisations will more readily
bo used against left or black
groups who choose to fight back.
Every repressive law through-
out history has been used in this
way, and not to defeat racists or
fascists, Thero are real lessons to
be loarnod from the experience
of the Lawrence family beyond
the bland acceptance that insti-
tutionalised racisim exists, Sim-
ply accepting its existence does
not make it go away. The fight
against racism and fascism will
take place on the streets and in
the working class communities
which are its targets, not by arm-
ing an authoritarian government
and police force with more
instruments of repression, W

Parkhurst prisoners acquitted

GEMMA SHANKLIN

On  Saturday 8 November
1998, following a ‘serious
incident’, five prisoners in
Parkhurst  prison, all of
whom were black or Irish,
were moved 1o the segrega-
tion unit and a police investi-
gation ensucd. The prisoners,
Darren Nash, Palrick Petrie,
Michael ‘I'vevors, Tommy
(YRourke and Robert Kakoo,
were charged with GBH and
ABH on prison officers and
violent disorder.
Their teial bogan on 15 March.
Several of them faced antomatic
life sentences if convicted of
GBH and were surprised when
offered o last-minute deal —
plead guilty 1o viokent disorder
and we will drap the more seri-
ous charges, But the prisoners
were determined 1o show that
they had been fitted up to cover
up breutality at the prison and
refused the ofle:.

it suon became evident that
the prison officers had some-
thing to hida — one of them had
recently been investigated by
the police following un allega-
tions that be hiad hita prisonoer in
the seg. and anothor was inves-
figatet for dealing drugs 1o pris-
ONeTs.

Prison  olficer alter  prison

officer gave evidence that the
defendants had beon involvod
in brutal assuults on their col-
leagues and, while in theie origi-
nal statements to the police they
had not known who to nome as
the assuitants, they had no hosi-
tation in naming names during
the trial. Although medical evi-
dence showed that the injurics
hadl been relatively minor bruis-
ing and cul lips, one of the 'vie-
tims’ claimaed he had sustained a
swollen brain' and deseribed a
virtual bloodhath,

OF course, they did not all get
their stories straight and some
prison staff saicd that they were
concerned when three naked
prisoners were brought into Al-
hany prison under control and
restraint [C&R)Y on 9 Novembaer,
anct that one of the defendonts
was  bloeding from o head
wound and another had a cut
above his eye,

All five prisoners gave ovi-
dence. They described an ordi-
nary Saturday until late after-
noon when one of thom was
walking towards the wing-office
and an officer whacked him
across the back of the head with
his wolkio-tulkiv. The prisoner
fell 1o the ground but othors,
shocked and ungered by the
unprovoked attack, surged to-
wards the officer and punched

and kicked him and two other
officers who got in the way.

The injured prisoner tried to
return to his cell on the “threes'
funding. He mado it to the
I":\'U.‘i., HVI)HI'() same l)lhor pfi.\"
oners who had been watching
attenced to his wound, The
door from the segregation block
then burst open and this group
of prisoners, who became the
defendants, were confronted by
i mob of angry prison officers
with their batons drawn. The
prisoners prepared to defend
themselves and stated that one
of them had been assaulted by
an officer. Once they had re-
ceived assurances about their
safoty, the prisoners calmly
walkad to the block,

The next morning three were
confrontod by large C&R squads,
stripped totally naked and taken
to Albany. The other two were
left in strip-cells for the next
three weeks, over which time
they were physically assaulted
and their food was thrown at
them so they were forcod 1o eat
it from the floor.

The jury spent much of the
teial looking at the prosccution
wilnesses  in dishelief.  After
rotiving for little over an hour
on 5 May, they came back with
nol guilty verdicts on all 20
chargos, n
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Fight poverty pay!

ALLAN HOPE

23 May marked two years
since the sacking of Nigel
Cook and the start of the cam-
paign for his reinslatement.
As we go to press M&S Pack-
aging (Blackburn) Ltd is still
using casual labour to pack
CDs for PolyGram. Conditions
al M&S have changed very lit-
tle with many workers still
employed on an hourly basis
and still having to stand
up throughout their shifis,
Closed-circuil cameras con-
tinue to monitor the workers'
every move and wages are
still appallingly low, The in-
troduction of the minimum
wage has had virtually no
effect on wages: many of the
casual workers are school
leavers and college students
on £3 an hour for days; just a
handful of over 22-year-olds
receive the derisory minimum
of £3.60 an hour. The night
shifl rate remains the same at
£4 an hour,

Strangely, after all this time
M&S is still in administration,
This allows a virtually bankrupt
company to continue trading.
The owners can amass their
profits and at the same time be
exempt from having legal action
brought against them by their
employees at industrial tribu-
nals, It was precisely this law,
the 1986 Insolvency Acl section
11(3)d, that allowed M&S 1o
sack Nigel for organising a Irade
union.

The Transport and General
Workers Union (T&G), which
instructed Nigel to start organis-
ing the union at M&S, soon left
him to fend for himself. After
the initial legal hearings it with-
drew all legal support and
demanded that he agree to pay
all future legal costs if the T&G
was to continue representing
him. To date the T&G is still
refusing to pay Nigel his victim-
isation benefit, which he was
promised and guaranteed by the
union rulebook. Bill Morris,
T&G General Secretary, will not
give a reason [or this decision.

The T&G has now initiated
disciplinary procedures against
Nigel on trumped-up charges of
‘harassing members of (T&G)

staff’. This accusalion was only
made in March 1899 following a
protest organised by the RNCC
at the regional offices of the T&G
in Manchester in November
1998, calling for victimisation
benefit to be paid. It is conve-
nient to throw Nigel out of the
union now because M&S is due
to come out of administration in
July, and the T&G is on record as
saying they would pursue the
case to industrial tribunal when
that happened.

The RNCC has never been
solely about one man being
unfairly sacked. It has always
been part of the much broader
struggle against the ongoing
attacks on workers' rights, the
increasing use of casual labour
and poverty pay. In the two
years of its existence the RNCC
has proved that it will be those

who are directly alfected who
will be in the forefront of any
cffective fighthack against in-
creasing poverly. And in the
course of fighting back, they will
have to confront and challenge
the Labour Party and the limited
- and at times reactionary — role
played by the trade unions and
also those groups on the left
who defend them.

Labour was elected to make
British capital more profitable,
Ta do so it has to ensure that
there is a flexible, low paid and
disciplined workforce. Using
the Tories” Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance and its own New Deal
scheme, Labour has created a

situation where the unom-
ployed and other claimants are
being pushed into low-paid,
casual jobs under threat of hav-
ing their benefits stopped.
Labour's minimum wage has
institutionalised poverty pay.
Margaret Prosser of the T&C has
declared that 'we accept that the
flaxible labour market is here lo
stay'. The RNCC has always
argued that the fight for workers’
rights is inseparable from the
fight against the attacks on the
unemployed, lone parents and
the sick and disabled,

With limited resources, the
RNCC has attempted to support
other workers in struggle and
has shared platforms with the
sacked Liverpool Dockers and
the Tameside Carers. We organ-
ised the picket of the 1998 Brit

Awards to highlight the ‘down

sizing, outsourcing' practices of
the multinational PolyGram and
held a national demonstration at
the PolyGram plunt in Black-
burn where they use the sweat-
shop, M&S Packaging, to pack
their CDs. PolyGram used
mounted police and doghand-
lers in an attempt to break up
our demonstration. The RNCC
has campaigned against the role
of the Employment Services in
policing the unemployed and
monitored how they try and
push claimants onto New Deal,
We have accupied the Jubcontre
to publicise how the unem-
ployed and low-puaid are ex-
ploited. We also confronted Jack

Straw during his town cenfre
‘shout-about’ and disrupted his
lecture at the Prison Reform
Trust. The RNCC has supported
several Reclaim the Streets and
other anti-road/environmental
protests, We were also involved
in the necupation of Shoreham
Docks organised by the Simon
jones Memorial campaign.

Whilst many of our activities
have bean covered by local and
national newspapers, radio and
TV, the left press has totally
ignared the RNCC. Particularly
the SWP, which has refused to
get involved with the campaign
and whose Blackburn members
actually hissed and booed al
RNCC campaigners. Red Action
mocked and attacked the RNCC
in their October 1998 issue.
proving themsulves no better
than the Blackburn Labour Party
which has continually publicly
attacked and tried to undermina
the campaign.

RNCC supporters regularly
leaflet outside [obcentres and
hold ‘Fight Poyerty Pay’ stalls in
town centres, The response is
always positive, but due to the
current political climate many
people do not feel they can do
anyvthing. The campaign's news-
lottor, Fighting Poverty Pay!,
gives us the opportunity to
hreak down this sense of isola-
tion and apathy. Al a recent
campaign meeting it was ngroed
that the name Reinstate Nigel
Cook no longer has the same res-
onance as il did in the begin-
ning, although the aims of the
campaign are as much of a live
issue as before, il not more so.

Therefore the campaign will
now continue under the slogan
Fight Poverty Pay! We believe
that the continued work of the
campaign is a contribution to
the building of o political move-
ment that represents the inter-
ests of ull sections of the work-
ing class. It is c¢lear from our
experiences ovor the last two
vears that a Labour Party that
legislutes for poverty pay and a

tracdle union  movement thal
accepts “Hexibilily’ can never
become  fighting  forces  for

change. They are part of the
problem and have to be fought.
IMight Poverty Pay! End Casuali-
sation! No to Slave Labour! 1

TREVOR RAYNE

Ehud Barak’s coalition One
Israel victory in the 17 May
elections changes little for the
suffering Palestinian people.
Hopes that the stalled Middle
Easl ‘Peace Process' will
revive, show the frustration of
the US government with
Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud
-led coalition. This coalition
was dependent on religious
parties that prevented it
adequately exploiting the
weakness of the Palestinians’
position under Arafat's Pales-
tinian Authority leadership
and the readiness of Syria to
compromise with imperial-
ism,

Netanyahu's coalition collapsed
over the transfer of 2% of the
Wast Bank to Palestinians, not
oven the miserable 13% envis-
aged in the October 1898 Wye
Accords.  which  Arafat  had
signad up to. Implementation of
the Accards was frozen. Neta-
nvahin's government was mired
in desertions and corruption,
Electoral opposition to Netan-
vahu and Likud included four
of his former ministers. Two for-
mer ministers are under erimi-
nal investigation and the leader
of one of Netanyahu’s coalition
parties has been sentenced to
four years' imprisonment for
fraud and ohstruction of justice.
Netanyahu's  government was
an embarrassment and obstruc:
tion,

Barak's campaign was ad-
vised by James Carville, the US
‘spin doctor'  previously = em-
ploved by Bill Chnton, Tony
Blair and Gerhard Schréder.
Consequently, the formula of
honeyed words and no sub-
stance was lamiliar. Barak vow-
pd 1o make peace with the
Palestinians, Lebanon and Syria.

Assad's expulsion of Kur-
distan Workers® Party (PKK]
leader  Abdullah  Ocalan  in
October last year demonstrated
his willingness to deal with
imperialism, and Israel may
believe it can leave southern
Lebanon, which it has occupied
since 1978, to Lebanon and
Syria 1o police. This may be part
of the price for an Isracli with-
drawal from the Golan Heights,

i3
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Benjamin Natanyahu — collapse

which Israel took from Syria in
19648.

For the Palestinians there
will be more humiliation,
Former chief-of-staff Barak has
never said he will implement
tho Wye Accords. He has said
that Palestinians  will never
establish a capital in any part of
Jerusalem, He has made no com-
mitment on handing land back
to Palestinians or on ending 30
new Zionist settiements under
construction. He has said that
[srael would not withdraw to
the pre-1967 war boundaries
and that Zionis! settlers on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip

should remain under Israeli
savereignty.
Arafat and the Palestine

Liberation Organisation leader-
ship are looking to the USA and
Europe for help in exchange for
controlling the Palestinian peo-
ple's struggle. Arafat accepted
US advice not to make the
promised declaration of an
independent  Palestinian  state
on 4 May, in deference to the
Israeli elections. If the PLO can-
not come up with something
and if the Zionist settlement
progamme is not stopped, the
Palostinian masses will revolt
and challenge the PLO's control
of them, As many Palestinians
are refugees as were on the elec-
toral roll in [srael’s elections -
over four million, The solution
to their problem is the end of
the Zionist state which Arafat
recognises. |

Voter pleasing? Porter
wins in Appeal Court
Former leader of Tory West-
minster Council, Dame Shirley
Porter, won the latest round ina
court battle over gerrymander-
ing. The appeal court decided
by a majority of two to one to
dismiss the £27 million sur-
charge that Porter and her
deputy faced as a result of the
‘homes for votes' scandal. The
matler will now go to the House
of Lords,

Porter is notorious for the
sale of three local cemeteries for
15p, including very valuable
building land which was very
quickly developed by the Pana-
manian purchasers. Westmin-
ster council tax payers had to
cough up £4.2m to buy back the
cemeteries. Porter and her ¢ron-
ies were eventually caught out
when they manipulated council
house sales in order to boost
their vole in local elections.
Council dwellings in eight mar-

ginal wards were sold off at
enormous discounts to almost
anyone who could claim a link
with Westminster, The expecta-
tion was that home owners
would be more likely to vote
Tory, Meanwhile the homeless
wera shipped out to Labour bor-
oughs and tenants in sub-stan-
dard accommodation could
whistle ~ they were more likely
to vote Labour. This was gerry-
mandering by any standards and
at an earlier hearing the High
Court, supporting District Audi-
tor Magill’s decision to sur-
charge, branded Porter a liar,
The Appeal Court, however,
decided that *Voter-pleasing de-
cisions are lawful...even if one
of the motivating factors in the
minds of councillors who vole
for them is the desire to be re-
alected.' Relying on the fact that
Porter et al had taken legal
advice before acting, the courl
has opened the door for council
crookery. If the Appeal Court
decision holds, local council-
lors will be able to ignore their
legal duties 10 one set of volers
in order to satisfy the demands
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Shirley Porter

of their own supporters. Tesco
heiress Porter, law-abiding
British subject to the end, has
transferred  her considerable
personal assets abroad and now
lives in Palm Springs and Isracl.

Make the poor pay

Labour has once again choesen to
attack the least privileged and
poorest section of the popula-
tion in its latest round of ‘wel-
fare reforms’, Scon after they
came to power their turgets were
lone parents. The victims this
time are disabled people depen-
dent on incapacity benefit. If
Labour gets its way, disabled

people will only be eligible for
incapacity benefil i they have
worked during the previeus two
years and the benefit will be
ruthlessly means-tested at the
equivalent of a 50% tax rate.
Labaur argues that it is simply
targeting benefits on those most
in noed, I veality they are mak-
ing the poorest people pay and
ensuring that their middle class
voters benefit from low taxes.

More GM spin

The Lubour government's un-
critical support for GM foods
has begun to look like skating on
thin ice. Supermarket after
supermarket has bowed to con-
sumer demands to remove GM
ingredients and for labelling. Tt
has now become clear that the
effects that GM grops may have
on the environment and biodi-
versity have never been given
serious consideration by either
the biotech industry or the
Labour government and evi-
dence has emerged that pollen
from GM maize kills monarch
butterflies in the USA. None-
theless, like Star Wars' Evil

Is the Government ‘entirely safe'?

Empire, the government is
determined to strike back. An
anonymous group of scientists
under the auspices of the Royal
Society claim to have discred-
ited Dr Pusztai's research into
GM potatoes which revealed
alarming side effects in rats,
Cabinet Darth Vader, John Cun-
ningham, has announced two
new commissions to monilor
GM food safety and proclaimed,
once more, that GM foods are
‘entirely safe’. Anyone with
knowledge of the methods of the
biotech multinationals, who
routinely subvert such bodies,
will be asking who were the six

anenymous scientists, wha are
the new GM food commission-
ers, and, most important, who
are they really working for?

The government is now gear-
ing itsell lo counteract its crit-
ics. It will be interesting to hear
what spin can transform termi-
nator technology and increased
use of herbicides inlo progress
for humanity.

The cricket test
British officials in India, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka have sub-
jected cricket fans applying for
visas 1o travel to Britain for the
World Cup to up to 40 minutes’
questioning on cricket. Ques-
tions included: ‘Who captained
Sri Lanka when they last won
the World Cup?', ‘What does
lbw stand for?' and ‘What are
the umpire’s signals for a four
and a six?" Fans from New
Zealand, Australia and South
Africa have only been asked if
they have a valid return tickel.
So much for the World Cup’s
publicity with its carnival em-
phasis on ‘multicultural Britain'
and racial harmony. @



Terror in East Timor

CAT WIENER

The campaign of terror waged
in East Timor over the past
few months by pro-Jakarta
paramilitaries exposes the
hollowness of Indonesia's
apparent moves lowards
granting the territory inde-
pendence. The aim is to inti-
midate the East Timorese
population into accepting
Indonesia's  proposals for
‘autonomy’ in a referendum
to be held on 5 Augusl.

In Janvary Indonesian Pro-
sident B] Habibie offered the
people of East Timor a referen-
dum on autonomy, willh the
promise that, if it were rejected,
the Indonesian People's Con-
sultative Assembly would vote
on giving East Timor the [ull
independence its people have
been fighting for for 23 years. An
agreement on this was signed
between Portugel, the former
colonial power, and [ndonesia
on 5 May. In the agreement,
Indonesia makes it clear that the
acceptance of special aulon-
omy, on a constitution drawn
up by the United Nations on
Indonesia’s terms and on which
the people of Enst Timor were at
no stage consulted, would sig-

nify  full  recognition  of
Indonesian  sovereignty over
Bast Timor. There is no doubt

that such an offer would be
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overwhelmingly rejected by the
vast majority of East Timorese.

This is why throughout April
and May the death squads,
armed and supported by the
Indonesian military, have mas-
sacred over 100 people. Torture,
threats, kidnappings, the burn-
ing and destruction of houses
and churches are commonplace.
Doctors report daily cases of
casualties with bullet and mach-
cte wounds. While the Indo-
nesian  government  distances
itself from these groups, sayving
it cannaet be held responsible for
the actions of ‘palriots’, the
truth is that its army is actively
participating in the repression,
as il has done since Indonesia's
bratal invasion in 1975. Guar-
dign journalist John Aglionby
reported at the beginning of
May, when Indonesian armed
forces commander  Goneral
Wiranta flew into Easl Timor's
capital, Dili, to appeal lor peace
hetween ‘'warring factions™
‘Militia rank and file were out in
force, terrorising anyone thev
suspected of opposing integra-
tion with Indonesia...l passed
al least 50 paramilitaries armed
with rillos, machetes or iron
bars, threatening anvone who
tried .to drive by them. Police
and soldiers made no efforl to
stop the menacing behaviour.”

A US doctor working in East
Timor deseribed military  re-

B

East Timor guerrillas

prassion:

‘Right now, in Liguica, where
many people were slavghtered
recently, there is a concentra-
tion camp, Throe davs ago ABRI
(Indonesian armed forces) were
rounding up people from all the
villages and sending them to the
camp and burning all the village
houses, Evervthing was burned
to the ground, Now there ace
20,000 people in Liguics, many
of them small children. with no

Zimbabwe in May

DAVID KITSON

Margaret Dongo MP has char-
isma and initialive. Before the
last general election in
Zimbabwe she was a ZANU
MP, but was outmanoeuyvred
from her candidacy in the
ZANU primaries by the appa-
ratchiks. So she stood as an
independent and lost. Taking
the result to court she showed
that it was rigged and il was
overthrown, She won the en-
suing by-election, becoming
one of the tiny handful of
independents in Parliament.
Now thal the next election in
2000 is looming, she has be-
come the leader of the
Zimbabwe Union of Demo-
crats (ZUD). ZUD has joined
the Democratic Union of Af-
rica, to which the New
Nationalist Parly in South
Africa, the inheritors of the
mantle of apartheid, and
Renamo, a lerror band origi-
nally set up by the Smith
regime to destabilise Mozam-
bique during the liberation
war, are affiliated, along with
other national organisations
equally unsavoury. In lurn
the DUA is affiliated to the
International Union of Demo-
crats, whose founding mem-
bers include Mrs Thatcher,
currently vehemently defend-
ing the democratic rights of
Chilean butcher General
Pinochet. They all are dedi-
cated to loud lip-service to
their notions of democracy.
I think that Ms Dongo has shot
herself in the foot to such effect
that she will be lost, foolless in
the wilderness.

A collection of

Mickey

Mouse partios has appeared on
the pre-electoral political scene,
Early on the Zimbabwe Unity
Movemen!l (ZUM] appeared,
mouselike, but more like Mighty
Mouse than Mickey. It already
has o couple of seats in
Parliament representing Mani-
caland constituencies, It is led
by Edgar Tokere, who, singu-
larly devoid of illusions and a
brilliant political analyvst, was
once the general secretary of
ZANLU (PF) but was thrown out
for publicly denouncing the chi-
canery in which its leaders were
fund are) engaged. Manicaland
is a4 hatbed of dissension,
Splintered from ZUM is the
Democratic Party (DP), now led
by Warayayi Zembe, the owner
of the Foundation Colleg
Commerce in Harare. It operates
mare than ten offices country-
wide. It for a markel
pconomy, private ownership of
propoerty, and free enterprise, s0
wa can-see how principled its
aims for democracy are.
Meanwhile the party led by
Professor Austin Chakaodza has
chunged its nome from the Front
for Popular Democracy to (he
Papular Democratic Front, We
need nol bother with acronyms.,
1t seems to be quite the thing for
academics each to form his own
political party. There are others,
The economy continues in its
difficulties. The Reserve Bank
{the local central bank) has
raised the bank rate to 46%.
Interest rates are up to 50%. but
the government has imposed a
withholding tax of 33% on
interest income. Inflation is run-
ning at 53.8% and is expected to
peak at 60%. 1 don't see a peak
in sight. Sugar has gone up by

stands

20% The prices of broad and
milk are being increased repeat-

edly. Bus fares have risen oul ol

sight. The Zimbabwe Electricity
Supply Authority has made an
unauthorised increase of 15%.,
while NOCZIM, the stote-
owned oil company. wants to
increase the price of il by 30'%,
with inevitabile Knock-on
fects. This is being denied Ty

uf-

President Robert Mugabe

the government. The Ministry of
Fareign Affairs has exhausted
its annual budget of $Z341m in
three months; as a resalt, Air
Zimbabwe is not delivering its
diplomatic bags, Students are
still demonstraling against com-
pletely inadequate grants. Six-

foud, sieeping on the ground.
Evers morning they are all

woken up by ABRI soldiers and

torced to el into formation and
stangd  singing  the Indooesian
national anthem. The soldiers
beat the people. da all kinds of
things le e,

Last August, ABRI staged for
the Beneht of the intesnational
madia what 3t said was o with-
drswal of 1.000 troops. In real-
ity, levels remainod vochanged.

teen of their leadars have been
suspendaed,

The IME. which has undor-
taken to supply Zimbabwe with
ateanche of SZ253m. is still being
coy  aboul  handing il over
aller interminable delays. Some
newspapers say it is being
hanced over, athers are merely
aptimistic new  that Zimbob-
wean business chets have been

to talks in Washington, But. like
Macavity the cal, it is simply not
there, The Cabinet is divided on

the issue, some  wanting to
dump the IMIL Mugabe has
been to China and may get funds
frow the Chinese instead.

Duspite  widesprend  local

with 7,838 combal troaps still in
accupation.

Whal. then, is the rosponse of
the west, with its new-found
humanitarian foreign policy? [t
is the same as it was during the
1975 invasion, when 60,000
people were rounded up and
slaughtered in three months; the
same as when sickening reports
of torture in East Timor on a
mass scale by the military began
to seep oul: the same as it has
been for the last 23 years as
upwards of 200,000 people —a
third of the population of East
Timor - have been systemati-
cally wiped out, They have not
just failed to act, but have armed
and supported these [ndonesian
murderers.

Most of Indonesia’s arms
come [rom Britain — Hawk
ground attack aircraft, Sea Wolf
and Rapier surfoce-to-air mis-
siles,  Tribal  closs  frigates,
Marconi and other battlefield
communications equipment, ar-
moured vehicles, Tactiza riot
contrel vehicles and o fully-
equipped Institute of Tochno-
logy for the Indonesian Army,
Indonesian  special  forces -
Kopassus — patrol East Timor
with automatic weapons sup-
plied by British Acrospace and
are trained by the SAS.
Continuing the fine tradition
started by David Owen, Labour
Foreign Secretary in 1978, who
sold the first Hawk jots to
Indenesin, Now Labour decided
it would be ‘impractical” 1o
rovoke licences for 16 Hawks

distaste for its involvement in
the DRC, the allies {Zumbabwe,
Namibia and the DRC) have
Leld a summit, deciding to pur-
sue the war encrgeticelly des-
pite efforts at peace brokering,
in response to the invadors'
dulaving tactics during negotia-
tions. Bomb attacks an Goma,
unexpeclodly Killing hundreds
of the enemy, have been
launched with a push to the
cast. This war has cost Zim-
babwe SZ500m su las

Traditionatly the Zimbabwe
Congress ol Trade Unions
(ZCTU) has been apolitical:
Fallowing last vear's successful

general strikes ond the failure of

subsequent  negotiations  with
government and employaors, this
year they callod for s mass stay-
away as a response to high infla-
tion, Mugabe invoked the Pre-
sidential Powers  (Temporaes
Measuros) Act prohibiting mass
strike action, This ban is due to
expire soon. and the Act doos
not permil a renewal for sis
months, Parlinmant is engaged
in promalgating egisiation to
got around this.

Realising that ils leadership
would  he  incapacitated by
arrest, the ZCTU called off the
mass action, mstead i pursied
a campaign through the usual
ncgotiatory channels for 4 cost
of living increase of 20%. Some
employers lailed to carry this
out so the ZOTU callod for a sit-
in on 22 May. The effeel on
tardy emplovers was so salutory
that the sit-in has becn post
poned indefinitely. The ZCTU
alse realised long ago that it
would have to get involved in
the political process.

Last  TFebroary the ZCTU
attended the National Constitu-
tional Convention (NCC) along
with 30 other organisations:
NGOs, grassroots and profes-
sional organisations, It was
tasked with the setting up of a

destined for Indonesia, The sale
of water cannons snd machine
guns has continued unabated
Botween May 1997, when For-
cign  Secretary Robin  Cook
announced his ‘ethical mission
statement” on arms sales and
January 1999, the Labour gov-
ernment approved a total of 64
export licences for arms to
Indonesia.

In addition, after last year's
economic turmoil and social
unrest in Indonesia, the imperi-
alists are keen not to rock the
bhoat before Indonesia's first
democratic general election in
40 vears.on 7 June, US Assistant
Secretary of State Stanley Roth.
visiting Jakarta, made il clear
evervthing would be left in the
hands of the UN: 'It would be
inappropriate to interfere at this
time.' Cue Derek Fatchett, late
British Foreign Office Minister
of State, assuring us that he
would ‘remind the Indonesians
that they have to tuke an even
hand.” In other words, husiness
as usual. Tmperialism’s shame-
ful record on East Timor makes
it blindingly clear that it cares
nothing for “humanitarian con-
cerns’ but only its strategic
interests and the vast profits of
arms-mongering. For the East
Timorese, hope lies not in the
duplicitous assurances of west-
arn politicians but in heeding
the call of their imprisoned lib-
eration leader, Jose ‘Xanana'
Gusmao. not to lay down their
arms but fo continue the strug-
ale for independence. =
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worker-oriented political party.
The NCC set up, the National
Constitutional AsSembly (NCA)
to consider what reforms are
neaded, especially limiting the
President’s terms of office. The
povarnment has set up ifs own
Caonstitutional Commission (CC),
under the guidance of govern-
ment  minister Zvobgo.  Al-
though  inwvited, the NCA
dueclined to join. As three-guar-
ters of the CC are ZANU func-
tionaries, it is a rubber stamp for
Mugabe, Some members of the
NCA  have defected to  the
Constitutional Commission.
May Day ig an official holi-
day here. The ZCTU held a
dozen well-attended May Day
maeofings up and down the
country announcing a founding
conference for the new political
party in June, This was greeted
with  (remendous  support
Margan Tsvangirai said that the
political leadorship of ZANL
wirs not welcome al any of thes
meelings. The new party, facili-
tated by the ZCTU. is to b
strong and broad-tased politica
movement  aimaed at
ZANU. The standard of living
has becomo political: the onls
wav lorward is a  democrati
allornative to prevent present
government practices.
According to o South African
report. the Conflict Preévention
Network is advocating that, in
the event of a military coup top-
pling Mugabe, SADC forces
should intervene to restore civil
government, [ think that this is
quite unlikely, but it would
really exacerbate conflict, Such
a spark might ignite a prairie fire
in southern Africa thal would
extend to Marion Island. In
Zimbabwe a situation akin to
the February Revolution might
then arise. So not merely roll on
June but also, in a differem
context, October. Goodbye to
May. &l

ousting
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editorial

Break with Labour

n February 1997, three months before the General Election, we

demanded to know where Labour would make a difference if they

were to replace the reviled Tories. We said Labour ‘will retain and
extend all the repressive legislation that has been passed over the last
17 years. The absence of significant internal divisions, the insignificant
left wing, and the removal of any inner-party democracy means itis far
better placed than the Tories to mount a concerted attack on state
welfare spending. It will continue with a bipartisan foreign policy and
will maintain its support for the Loyalist ascendancy. It will retain all
existing immigration controls. It will not repeal either the Asylum Act nor
the Jobseeker's Allowance. In fact it will be more oppressive, more
racist, more anti-working class than the Tory government it is almost
certain to replace. (Editorial: Don’t vote for Labour, Fight Racism! Fight
imperialism! No 135, February/March 1997)

Time has proved us right. At the same time as Labour is directing a
blitzkrieg against the former Yugoslavia, it is forcing through cuts in
disability benefits and railroading through even more draconian asylum
legislation than it inherited from the Tories. Its relentless targeting of the
poor and oppressed in Britain exposes the fraudulent humanitarianism
with which its cloaks its pursuit of British and US imperialist ambitions
in the Balkans. Labour’s willingness to support the US drive to reassert
its domination of Europe is matched by its determination to ensure that
British imperialism achieves a position as the pre-eminent power within
the European imperialist pack. With Middle East oil production set to rise
from 41% of the world total to 65% over the next 20 years, control of the
surrounding region will assume even greater importance as the major
imperialist powers jockey for position. Russia is to be driven back and
China contained, in a world order characterised by intensifying inter-
imperialist rivalries.

Labour is the voice of contemporary British imperialism. It understands
that the key to social stability lies in sustaining the privileged conditions
of as large a section of the middle class and upper working class as
possible. This means Labour has to ensure the preservation of Britain's
position as the second imperialist power in the world. Hence Labour is
serving a warning in Yugoslavia: it will pound into submission any
resistance to British imperialism’s interests. As economic crisis
threatens financial collapse, such military actions will become the norm
— Labour is also serving a warning to other European imperialist powers
that they should not presume to undermine Britain’s positions either.

The continuing privilege of the middle class and upper working class
also depends on the continuing transfer of wealth from the poor to the
rich that started in the 1980s. The intensifying attack on state welfare is
crucial to this in that it minimises the financial burden the poor may
place on the wealthy and better-off. Repressive legislation is a necessary
accompaniment, to deal with any rebellion by those who have less and
less to lose. It is therefore no surprise to socialists that Labour is
attacking the working class at home at the same time as it is bombing
working class people in Yugoslavia.

In these conditions, those who do not condemn Labour condone it. Left
Labour MPs want it both ways: they want to have an easy conscience
whilst retaining their positions of status and privilege. Meanwhile the
jeft outside the Labour Party participates uncritically in this spectacle.
They see courage in hypocrisy because they themseives have
apmusiatec © Labowr znC mmperaism. There can be no senous
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background

‘Decisive to the success of the Partisans was their

Yugoslavia: the

mperialist intervention in the

Balkans is not new. History

shows us that the Balkans have

been a battleground for the

Great Powers since the dawn of

modern imperialism, At various
times since the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, each of the Balkan nations has
sought to ally itself with one or other
of the imperialist nations, either to
bolster the claims of one ruling class
against another, or to suppress rebel-
lions of the oppressed, This charac-
teristic of the local ruling classes —
their weakness, their dependency on
imperialism — means that they have
heen willing pawns in the hands of
competing imperialist interests and
that, as a consequence, their national
demands have always involved the
subjugation of other nationalities
within the region.

However, there is a different form
of nationalisin, a revolutionary, anli-
imperialist  nationalism,  which
expresses the interests of the work-
ing class and the oppressed. Such
nationalism links the struggle for
national liberation with that for
soeial liberation, the challenge lo
imperialism with the challenge to its
local agents. It fights against any
national exclusivity, on the basis that
all the Balkan nations have equal
rights and, in particular, equal rights
to self-determination. Such a move-
ment does not exist today, but it has
to be built if the poor and vppressed
of the region are 1o achieve peace.
That it can be built is proved by the
history of the Partisan movement
from 1941 to 1945, whose war of
national liberation ended in social
revolution. Their victory was
secured against overwhelming mili-
tary odds, at an enormous human
cost, and against the designs of the
western imperialist Allies, It proved
possible because the struggle was led
by a genuine communist party — the
Communist Party of Yugdslavia
(CPY), which championed the right
of all the nations making up the
Yugoslav federation to self-determi-
nation. It fused the struggle for
national liberation with that for
social emancipation. In so doing, it
created an unstoppable army made
up of and led by the working class
and - poor peasantry. The outcome
was over 30 years of peace and social
development, destroyed only by the
economic might of Western imperial-
ism.

Today, the epic struggle of the
people of Yugoslavia has been forgot-
ten, the revolution and its leadership
— in particular. its peneral Secretary
Josip Tito — condemned by oppor-
tunists, ‘Stalinists’ and 'Trotskyists’
alike. Yet as NATO bombs pour
down on Serbia and Kosovo, it is
vital for us to understand that peace
in the Balkans will once again
require the sort of movement that
Tito and the CPY builtand led.

The Balkans: the powderkeg of
imperialism

It was the assassination of the
Archduke Ferdinand of Austria on
28 June 1914 in Sarajevo by Serb
Bosnian nationalists that sparked the
First Imperialist War. To understand
why. it is necessary to go back to the
1850s. when the Balkans were occu-

pied by two enfeebled imperialist
powers. The south, including Serbia,
Bosnia, Macedonia and Montenegro,
was under the control of the Turkish
Ottoman empire. The northern parts,
including Slovenia and Croatia
formed part of the Austrian empire.
The Ottoman empire was economi-
cally bankrupt, whilst the Austrians
were reeling following defeat, first at
the hands of a united Italy, and then
in 1867, by a resurgent Prussia, The
formation of the so-called Dual Mon-
archy with Hungary in 1867 gave
Austria a lemporary respite, and
allowed Hungary to gain almost com-
plete control over Croatia.

A peasant uprising in 1875 in
Bosnia-Herzegovina swiftly turned
into a war against the Otloman
empire on whose military support
the mainly Moslem landlords
depended. Serbia and Montenegro
declared war on Turkey, which
speedily defeated them. Tsarist
Russia, which had long sought con-
tro! of Constantinople to protect its
access to the Mediterranean, saw an
excuse to settle a score left over from
the Crimean war. ‘After a brief con-
flict a settlement was imposed on
Turkey which gave Serbia indepen-

Tito

dence and greatly enlarged Bulgaria.
This was completely unacceptable to
both Britain and France, and the
carve-up was renegoliated in the
1878 Treaty of Berlin. This gave
Bosnia-Herzegovina to  Austria,
thwarting plans for a Greater Serbia
and assuring Serbian support for
Bosnian nationalism.

The assassination of Ferdinand,
heir to the Austre-Hungarian throne,
set in train a remorseless series of
events. Austria demanded that
Serbia undertake to restrain the
activities of Serb nationalists, inves-
tigate Serb nationalist groups, and
hand over any accomplices to the
murder. Serbia agreed lo every
demand except one: that Austrian
officials be allowed onto Serbian ter-
ritory to ‘aid’ the investigation. At
the end of July 1914, Austro-Hungary
ordered a general mobilisation,
Russia ordered a counter-mobilisa-
tion as, in rapid sequence, did
German imperialism (in support of
Austro-Hungary) and then British
and French imperialism (in support
of Russia).

Four years of war and 20 million
dead set the scene for another carve-
up. The secret Treaty of London in
1915 had promised Italy swathes of

Slovenia and Croatia if it were to
come into the war against Austria.
The sudden collapse of the Austrian
empire in 1918, however, left Serbia
in a militarily dominant position, It
was able to play on Croatian and
Slovenian fears of [talian occupation
to bounce them into a Serb-domi-
nated Yugoslavia under the rule of a
ruthless Serb monarchy, Serbian
control of the state tightened during
the inter-war period; Croatian
nationalists were subject to intense
repression, as was the Communist
party of Yugoslavia (CPY).

Yugoslav foreign policy was domi-
nated by hostility to Italy, which
drove it towards Germany, parlicu-
larly after the victory of fascism in
1933. The Italian invasion of Albania
and Greece in October 1940 sowed
panic in the Serbian ruling class. As
a weak, dependent bourgeoisie, it
could only survive in alliance with
one or other imperialist power.
British imperialism, anxious to safe-
guard its precarious position in the
eastern Mediterranean and Egypt,
sought to prevent the Yugoslay mon-
archy from concluding an agreement
with Germany and Italy, but failed.
At the end of February 1941, Yugo-
slavia signed the Tripartite Pact with
the fascist powers, turning it into lit-
tle more than a protectorate. Popular
opposition was immense, and on 26
March, a group of officers deposed
Regent Prince Paul, installed King
Peter in his place. and rejected the
pact.

The response was immediate and
devastating, The German invasion of
6 April 1941 was accompanied by a
bombing campaign which killed
20,000 in three days in Belgrade.
Within three weeks, Yugoslav forces
had collapsed, and the King exiled.
German forces partitioned Yugo-
slavia, taking direct control of Slo-
venia and Serbia. Italy occupied
Bosnia and Montenegro, whilst
Bulgaria was given Macedonia. A
puppet ‘Independent State of Cro-
atia’ was set up under the leadership
of the Croatian nationalist Ante
Pavelic, who initiated a blood bath of
unprecedented proportions, Under
the guise of defending Catholicism,
Croatian Ustashe forces slaughtered
hundreds of thousands of Orthodox
Serbs in the most barbaric manner,
laying waste to entire regions of
Croatia,

The Partisan struggle begins
The CPY, understanding that it
would ba impossible to build an
urban-based revolutionary army in
such conditions, took to the moun-
tains and established the Partisan
movement. The German invasion of
the Soviet Union in June 1941 trig-
gered a generalised uprising through-
out Yugoslavia against the brutal fas-
cist occupation. Italian forces were
almost completely driven out of
Montenegro. Huge quantities of arms
fell into Partisan hands. By the end of
the year, the Partisan army num-
bered some 80.000 (roops. They
faced 18 divisions of German, Italian,
Bulgarian and Hungarian troops as
wall ‘as five divisions of Croatian
Ustashe.

Within Serbia, acts of sabotage
became widespread. In September
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refusal to compromise with imperialism, or subordinate their struggle in any way to the requirements of the imperialist powers.”

war of liberation 1941-45

1941, Hitler ordered three German
divisions lo attack the Partisans.
Field Marshal von Keitel ordered
that “in a reprisal for the life of one
German soldier, the general rule
should be capital punishment ol 50-
100 communists. The manner of exo-
cution must have a [rightening
effect’. Following a Partisun altack
near the town of Kragujevac which
left 10 German soldiers dead,
German troops rounded up the enlire
male population, including school
children. On 21 October, they were
taken oul in batches of 100 and shot.
All day the massacre continued. At
least 5,000 died. Today, Kragujevac
has become one of NATO's named
bombing targets.

The class struggle against the
Cetniks
The Partisans faced nol just occupa-
tion forces from four countries
together with their quisling allies,
they also had to fight a4 movement
which was to receive the political
and military support of the Allies -
the Cetniks, Their nucleus was a
group of Serb officers who fled into
the mountains after Yugoslavia's
defeat, Led by Draza Mihailovic,
fiercely pro-Serb and anti-Croat, they
opened negotiations with the exiled
royalist government through a radio
link established in the summer of
1941. Mihailovic was appointed war
minister. At the same lime, however,
he also established links with the
quisling regime in Serbia under
General Nedic. Cetnik policy was
dictated hy its class base amongst the
rural  bourgeoisie  wilth  Greater
Serbian ambitions. Given the ruth-
lessness of the occupation forces, tha
Cetniks knew that any war of libera-
tion would mean dreadful material
loss, completely unacceptable to its
bourgeois base.

This was - exposed when the
Partisans attempled lo negotiate a

K
Ir struggle against fascism

The Partisans took to the mountains to conduct the

united movement,

proposing in
September a joint command, joinl

administration of liberated areas,
and joint action against quisling
forces. But talks between Tito and
Mihailovic reached no conclusion,
and on 2 November, Cetniks
launched co-ordinated attacks on
Partisan-held areas. Mihailovic sent
radio messages to London demand-
ing aid and denouncing Tito. On 11-
12 November, he met with the
Germans to solicit their support,
handing over 365 Partisans who
were forthwith shot. By the end of
1941, Cetnik forces were receiving
money and arms from both Germans
and Italinns to fight the Partisans
whilst also receiving Alliad assis-
lance.

People’s Liberation Committees
Once the Partisans liberated areas of
the country, they established broad-
based People's Liberation Com-
miltees which were generally led by
Communists, and which dealt with
all aspects of civilian life = health,
education, food distribution. Women
and young peaple plaved a vital role
in the functioning of the commitlees,
Feeding and housing were particn-
larly important, but so, with the huge
number of refugees, were health and
hvaiene. ‘Consideration for the pop-
ulation was basic to winning their
support. There was a moratorium o
debts, but taxes had to be levied and
collected, wages and prices fixed,
transport and communications re-
paired, und local industry and agri-
culture put into some kind ol work-
ing order” (Phyllis Auly: Tite - «a
biography p240), Basic land retorm
was implemented, a move which
alienated the ruling class even fur
ther,

Such a revolutionary policy, how-
ever, created new allies for the libar-
ation struggle amongst the poor peas-
antry, and forced the likes of

Mihailovic to reveal his reactionary
aims — the preservation of the old

systam, It was the class position of

the forces he led that pushed
Mihailovic into more and more open
forms ol collaboration with the nceu-
pying forces. The Parlisans would
not allow the local bourgeoisic to sil
on the fence, And, when presented
with the choice = to side with the fis-

cist occupation or with the forces of

libaration - they chose the former,
As a result, not only did Milwilovic
lose popular supporl and influence.
but so did the monarchy in exile, and
its supporters — the western imperi-
alist Allies.

Tito himself placed special stress
on the importance of the Liberation
Committees: ‘[l is essential to build
up close relations between army and

civilians so that the people feel itself

one with the military... The correct
functioning ol even the smallest
organs of povernment is ho very
basis for success in the war of libera-
lion: without this. the greatest viclo-
ries in the Held are built on sand’, A
further area of work for the Com-
mitteas was education, both techni-
cal = reading and wriling classes
were sel up for young und ol alike -
and political, to win conscious polit-
ical support for the Partisans and the
CPY. The frst elections to 1he
Committees took place in 1942, with
women entranchised for the [irst
time. By the end of 1942, with large
arens of Bosnia and Croalia liborated,
there were thousands of Liheration
Committees along (he full length of
the country: il was fruly a pin-
Yugoslav force.

The Proletarian Brigades

If the formation of National Libura-
tion Committees was a crucial step in
securing populor support for “the
Partisans, the decision to form a rep-
ular, revolutionary army through the
creation ol Proletarian Brigades was
to be no less important. Whal was al
issue was whether the Partisans hid
the military means to support their
political independence, or whether
they wonld be mere wuxiliary forces
to the armies of the imperialist pow-
ers 1o the West or the Soviel Union to
the East. In short, such an army
would be a crucial fuctor in deter-
mining the character ol any post-wir
settlement: in particulur, whether tha
western imperialist Allies would he
able ta re-tmpose the monarchy.

The first Proleturion Brigade was
established on 22 December 1941,
mace up ol 1,200 voluntesrs lrom
Serbian and Montenegrin unils; #
further four were established over
the next six months. Fach had its
own political structures led by politi-
cal commissars attached to the com-
mander, and were made up over-
whaolmingly ol Communists. They
were  the shock troops  of  the
Partisuns, used up and down Lhe
country against the Germans and Lhe
Italians, By the end of the war, the
Partisans had 800,000 under arms, a
staggering  achievement. 'Thal Tito
and the CPY were preparing i 19471
for the assumption of political
power, when the western imperialist
powers and the Soviet Union were
reeling under the fascist onsteght, is
testament 1o their political foresight

The Partisans in the international
arena

Throughout 1942, the western impe-
rinlist powers continued to supply
the Cetniks with military equipment
and political support, despite the
fact that they were aware of the lead-
ing role of the Partisans in the fight
against fagcism, and the collabora-
tive uctions of Mihailovic, The exiled
monarchy continued to hroadcast
appaals to the Yugoslav people Lo
support the Cetniks, and denounced
the Partisans, However. the major
political battle the CPY had to face
was with the Soviet Union. Through-
out the war Tilo submitted regular
reports ta Georgi Dimitroy, Secretary
lo the Communist International,
even after it had been dissolved in
May 1943, The Communist Interna-
tional was completely opposed Lo the
strategy of the CPY, in parlicalar the
decision to form national Liberation
Commiltees and lo sel up the
Proletarian Brigades. In response to
one report from Tito, Dimitrov asked:

“Why...did you need to for u spe-
cinl Proletarian Brigade? Surely af
the moment, the basic, immediate
task is to unite all anli-Nazi currents,
smash  the invaders and achieve
national liberalion... Are there really
no other Yugoslavian patriots, apart
from the Communists and Com-
munist svmpathisers, with whom
vou could join in common struggle
against the invaders?...We honestly
request you to give your tactics seri-
ous thought, and your actions as
well,

The point of course was that there
were no other “patriots’: they had
compromised alrendy with the fas-
cist occupation. The CPY was also
alone amongst other liberation move-
ments. Neither the Nalian nor the
French Communist Parties sought to

1941: the partition of Yugoslavia
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organise guerrilla movements inde-
pendently of local bourgeois forces,
lat alone attempt to create an inde-
pendent  revolulionary army. In
Greece, the armed struggle against
the German occupation was also lim-
ited by the Greek Communist Party
to what was acceplable to the local
bourgeoisie. Its refusal to create an
independent revolutionary army left
it incapuble of oppesing the British
army  which invaded Greece in
December 1944 to restore the old
order. and on 6 February 19845 it
capitulated to a force it vastly out-
numberad.

The military struggle

In mid-1942, Tito evacuated posi-
tions in southeast Bosnia to move
into liberated territory in northern
Croatia, where at Bihac he held the
first meeting of the Anti-Fascist
Council of Yugoslavia (AVNO]) on
26/27 November 1942. Dimitrov had
radioed Tito urging him not to ‘look
upon the committee as a kind of gov-
ernment. but as the political arm of
the national liberation struggle. At
this stage do not raise the question of
the abolition of the monarchy. Do not
put forward any republican slogans’.
Yet as Tito concluded in his assess-
ment of the conference, 'the whole
body of people present condemned
the Yugoslav government as traitors.
Although we do not look on this
committae as a kind of government it
will nevertheless have to look after
all state business and occupy itself
with the war, in which it will have
the support of the People’s Libera-
tion Committees...'

The Germans organised seven
major offensives against the Parti-
sans, the fourth of which was in
April 1943 and was aimed at encir-
cling Bibac, 18,000 Cetniks — still

continued overleal
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continued from previous page

being supplied with arms by the
British — were mobilised for the cam-
paign alongside the occupation
forces. The Cetniks were destroyed
as the Partisans broke through their
lines to the south and moved into
Montenegro. Tito nearly lost his life
during the fifth offensive as the
Partisan leadership was forced out of
Montenegro into eastern Bosnia dur-
ing May. Although the British took a
step towards recognising the Parti-
sans during the summer, they also
withheld advance warning of the
Italian surrender in September 1943.
This was to prevent the Partisans
seizing weapons from surrendering
Italian forces in Montenegro and
Dalmatia. The ruse failed: Tito
ordered the Partisans to break off all
actions and head to the ports of Split
and Sibenik and disarm 10 Italian
divisions ahead of the Germans.

Second meeting of AVNOJ

The second meeting of AVNOJ,
which took place in Jajce in Noy-
ember 1943, marked a decisive step
in the political struggle. Delegates
came from all over the country, some
travelling for several weeks through
connecting  strips  of liberated
couniry. The meeting deposed the
royalist government-in-exile, con-
demning the roval family to perma-
nent exile, It agreed to the establish-
ment of a federal state, and elected a
provisional  government.  With
300,000 under arms, the Partisans
were 10w in a position to make this a
reality, despite having to fight over
50 enemy divisions — some 600.000
German, Bulgarian and  quisling
troops. A measure of thair confi-
dence was that Jajce was in the mid-
dle of the ‘Independent State of
Croatia’, yet Tito was able to spend
two months there preparing the
AVNO] conference,

The Partisans consolidated their
position during the first part of 1944
as the Soviet armies advanced from
the East. The pace of the political
struggle accelerated as the western
imperialist Allies attempted o
manoeuyre Tito into accepting a deal
with the government in exile. In June
1944, Ivan Subasic, a pre-war gover-
nor of Croatia met with Tito at his
headquarters on the island of Vis,
Subasic’s attempt to have the
Partisans recognise King Peter as
commander-in-chief failed: as one
leader said, ‘You have neither peo-
ple, nor army, nor territory’. Subasic
had to acknowledge AVNO]J as the
sole authority in the country. In turn,
Tito agreed to leave the issue of the
monarchy until the end of the war
because ‘we knew we had the vast
majority of the people with us...what
was more, we had a strong army, the
size of which our rivals could not
begin to imagine.'

The political pressure continues
Allied pressure conlinued: first in a
meeting with Churchill, and later
with Stalin in August 1944, who
urged Tito to compromise with King
Peter: “You need not restore him for-
pver...Take him back temporarily.
Then you can slip a knife in his back
at a suitable moment.” In response to
Stalin’s question as to how the
Partisans would react if the British
landed in Yugoslavia, Tito res-
ponded that they ‘would resist with
every possible means.” Stalin con-
ceded that the Red Army would only
enter Yugoslavia to engage in such
campaigns as were necessary lo its
advance through Europe. In particu-
lar, this meant a joint campaign for
the capture of Belgrade, secured on
20 October 1944. Within a month,
the Red Army had withdrawn and
the Partisans had liberated Monte-
negro and Macedonia.

At the beginning of February 1945,
Allied leaders met in Yalta to decide
on the future shape of Europe.
Churchill and Stalin had already
agreed to a division of influence in

Greece (90% British, 10% Soviet)
and Yugoslavia (50:50)., Under this
accord, British troops had landed in
Greece in December 1944 and
attacked the ELAS/EAM liberation
movement to secure a return of the
old order. On 12 February 1945, the
Communist Party of Greece, the
effective leadership of the ELAS/
EAM alliance, capitulated to a
British force far weaker than the
German army of occupation they had
confronted over the previous years.
At root was the subordination of
their struggle to the military and
political requirements of the Allies,
and their failure to form a revolu-
tionary army, despite the constant
urgings of the CPY.

Tito and a comrade in the mountains

* The surrender at Varkiza coin-
cided with an ultimatum from the
Allies that Tito should immediately
form a new government with Subasic
which would admit members of the
pre-war Yugoslav assembly who
were in no way compromised as col-
laharators, and that this government
should ratify all AVNO] decisions.
Yet all Yugoslav bourgeois politi-
cians had been collaborators in one
way or another: the pre-war assem-
bly had sought accommodation with
the German-Italian Axis. The govern-
ment in exile had supported the col-
laborator Mihailovic, and now ele-
ments of il (including social
democrats) were urging British mili-
tary intervention.

Tito temporised: he understood
that the issue would be decided by
troops on the ground. In a series of
huge offensives, the four army
groups of the Partisan army liberated
the rest of the country, completing
the task on 15 May 1945. The cost
had been appalling: 1,700,000
Yugoslav people had died - one in
nine of the population. The western
Allies were powerless to intervene:
there was no army they could assem-
ble to defeat the Partisans. On 27
November, general elections con-
firmed the popular mandate of the
CPY as they gained 96% of the votes
cast. Subasic resigned. On 29 Nov-
ember, the parliament abolished the
monarchy, nationalised industry and
the banks without compensation,
and set in motion widescale reform
of land ownership. Imperialism had
been defeated: it was to scheme and
manoeuvre for the next 40 years to
destroy what the people of Yugo-
slavia had achieved.

Decisive to the success of the
Partisans had been their refusal to
compromise with imperialism, or
subordinate their struggle in any way
to the requirements of the imperialist
powers, They had based their strug-
gle on the equality of all nationalities
within the federation, and turned the
struggle into a genuine war of libera-
tion. Above everything else, they had
established a regular revolutionary
army based on the people, and
thereby ensured that they had the
force to back up their political stand-
point. For this, imperialism and its
defenders were never to forgive Tito
or the CPY.

Robert Clough
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‘The general leaning towards barbarity acquires a certain method, immo

Stop imperia

‘Nowhere in the world is so far away
that it is not relevant to our security
interests.’

Robin Cook, Labour Foreign Secretary

The century that has seen more
slaughter than any preceding it
closes in a darkening atmosphere
of tension and threat. The storm
gathered over Yugoslavia
threatens to discharge its
accumulated force across the
planet in the fight for resources,
markets, profits and power.
Barbarism cannot long be dressed
in ‘humanitarian’ garb before
naked self-interest, voracious and
unrestrained, shows through.
This is the lesson of NATO’s

war on Yugoslavia.

TREVOR RAYNE reports.

he war was launched on 24
March to a fanfare of right-
eousness; NATO was ‘pre-
venting a humanitarian
catastraphe’, ‘defeating fas-
cism in Europe’, ‘putting an
end to ethnic cleansing’ atc. Bless-
ings came forth from Ken Living-
stone, Vanessa Redgrave and the edi-
tor of The Guardian. Few wars, we
were told, had such impeccable cre-
dentials. Six weeks into the war,
with over half a million Kosovan
refugees, and with NATO bombs
raining down on civilians, smashing
up villages, towns and cities, the big
lie is exposed.

This military onslaught, like the
entire western intervention in the
Balkans since 1991, was never about
saving lives, defending persecuted
minorities, installing democracy or
the rest of the eye-wash pumped
through the media. It is a war about
US power in Europe, about German
expansionism, about Britain assert-
ing ils position in the European
Union (EU). It is aboul isolating and
containing Russia, and it is a warn-
ing to China, Only a socialist federa-
tion of Yugoslavia could offer the
people a prospect of enduring peace
and development, and it was pre-
cisely this which imperialism and its
allies in Yugoslavia destroyed. In its
remnants, imperialism has groomed
and installed gangsters and fascists.
In Bosnia and Croatia they are its
friends, in Serbia Milosevic has
become inconvenient.

US terrorism

The war is part of a fight for world
supremacy, with the USA leading
the way. Kosovan refugees, Serbs,
whoever, are expendable as the US
state enforces its ambition, The US
ruling class is determined to pre-
serve its position as the dominant
power in Europe and to be the main
beneficiary from the collapse of the
Soviet Union and socialist bloc, It
has to assert itself over a potentially
powerful Europe, led by France and
Germany, which will not necessarily
follow the US lead, The war comes
less than three months after the
launch of the euro, a future rival to
the dollar, and in the midst of EU dis-
cussions on the formation of a

European Defence Force.

The 24 March attack came a fort-
night after Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic joined NATO,
Germany and the USA favour
extending NATO eastwards. Russia
is against, The USA, in particular, is
intent on penetraling into the former
Soviet republics. It wants to isolate
Russia, push it out ofits former zones
of influence. Serbia is seen as an out-
post of Russian influence. Had
NATO wanled an agreement to pre-
vent the war, it could have been
achieved if the USA had accepled
Russian participation in a peace-
keeping force, and agreed on a joint
approach to Milosevic and Yugo-
slavia. The USA rejected this and
determined to enforce its will on the
Balkans by launching the assault.

US military spending is greater
than the combined spending of the
six other countries with the biggest
military budgets in the world:
Russia, China, Japan, Germany,
France and Britain. Since 1983 the
USA has bombed, shelled and mis-
siled Lebanon, Libya, Iraq, Somalia,
Sudan, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Pan-
ama, Grenada and now Yugoslavia.
The US ruling class means to enforce
world supremacy by military force.
Saddam Hussein got in the way, so
US armed power cul his country
down. Milosevic stood in the way —
his country must be cut down. The
USA is predatory. From the Baltic
states, to the Balkans, to the Caspian
Sea energy reserves, to Central Asia,
US capitalism is on the march, pri-
vatising state assets, Multinationals
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are buying up whatever they want.
US firms have drafted plans for the
privatisation of state assets in Monte-
negro, part of Yugoslavia,

Labour imperialism

The British Labour government is the
US military’s number one ally. The
British ruling class is defending its
overseas assets, second only to those
of the USA, and the global financial
role of the City of London. British
imperialism is using its alliance with
the USA to elevate its global status
relative to that of France and
Germany, and to force them to defer
to it within the European Union.
Imperialism is at the heart of
Labour's strategy; from the outset, it
has exposed itself as the most viru-

lent and militaristic partner in the
NATO alliance. It has been the first to
revise and extend the aims of the
campaign: the first to talk of a NAT
protectorate in Kosovo, the first to
propose a ground invasion. For the
USA, the alliance with Britain is 2
bridgehead to power in Europe,

British imperialism has had more
military experience since 1945 than
any other European power, The wa
on Yugoslavia is Britain's 96th sepa
rate  overseas military operatio
since the end of the Second World
War. Britain's arms industry exceed
that of any other European Union
country, with British Aerospac
triple the size of the neares
European competitor. Britain is sec
ond only to the USA as arms deale
to the world. The British ruling class
uses this military strength to com
pensate for its relalive economid
decline compared with Germany
within Enrope: ‘punching above ou
weight', as former Foreign Secretary
Hurd pul it. British capitalists intend
to dictate the conditions under which
the proposed European Defence
Force is constructed and to get thé
lion’s share of the ensuing contracts.

Unless they are opposed, both i
their heartlands and abroad, the
imperialists will launch war upos
war to put down any who resis
Their bloody march takes them to the
borders of Russia and China. The
prospects for World War Three
real. The history of Yugoslavia's di
integration provides the backdrop te
this bloody war.

Shattering the socialist state
The collapse of the Yugoslav socia
ist state in 1991 was a consequence
of both internal and external forces
The internal dynamic interacted
with and was accelerated by the
external powers. Economic crisk
was used by imperialism to destro
the socialist character of the eco
omy. (For an excellent analysis of th
destruction of socialist Yugoslavi
see Peter Gowan, NATO's Balka
Tragedy, New Left Review 234.)

Over one and a half millio
Yugoslavs were killed during Worl
War Two, whilst 3.5 million we
left homeless. On 29 November 194
a Constituent Assembly abolishe
the monarchy and proclaimed a feds
eration of six republics (Sloveni
Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovi
Montenegro and Macedonia), and
two autonomous provinces (Voyve
dina and Kosovo). Between 1953 a
1965 national output grew by a
average 8.1% per annum. In 196
industrial production was twels
times pgreater than in 195¢
Socialised production amounted
82% of the economy. Yugoslavi
enjoyed health and education sy
tems comparable to those of the mo
developed European countries.

From the 1970s, uneven develo
ment within Federal Yugoslava
brought tensions which were explo
ted by the imperialist powers. TH
north and Adriatic coast were m
developed, as a result of Germa
investment in particular. The ea
and south, being further from Eun
pean markets, were poorer and mos
backward, By 1990 per capita incon
in the north and coastal regions



ality becomes a system, lawlessness gets its law givers and club law its law books.’ Karl Marx
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over $2,200, whilst in Kosova it was
$730. As the Yugoslav state borrowed
in the 1960s-1980s to fund infrastruc-
ture projects and export industries, it
was caught in a debt trap. By 1987
foreign debt was $23.5 billion and
debt service pavments consumed a
fifth of export income, $3.7-3.8 bil-
lion. The International Monetary
Fund, representing imperialist banks,
imposed draconian measures on the
economy in exchange for further
credits and credit extensions.

Nationalist forces re-emerge
President Tito died in April 1980.
Governing power was then vested in
a collective presidential body made
up of representatives of each repub-
lic and autonomous province, the
president of the League of Yugoslav
Communists (YLC) with a rotaling
annual presidency.

In the late 1980s, two positions
emerged within the Federal Yugo-
slav state and YLC. Tudjman of
Croatia and Kucan of Slovenia — the
wealthy north and west — wanted
more decentralisation to relieve the
richer regions of their obligation to
subsidise the poorer regions. Milo-
sevic campaigned for greater central-
isation, a standpoint which expres-
sad itself as Serbian chauvinism.
Slovenia accused Serbia of boy-
cotting its businesses, Serbia accused
Slovenia of paying low prices for raw
materials, Milosevic used the ten-
sions in Kosovo to destroy Kosovan
autonomy within Serbia in 1987-89
and to remove local communists
from power. He asserted Serbian
domination over the predominantly
Albanian population of Kosovo. This
exacerbated suspicions of greater
Serbian ambitions in the rest of
Yugoslavia and violated the princi-
ples of the Socialist Federation for
protecting national minorities.

The communist parties of Slo-
venia and Croatia withdrew from the
YLC in the late 1980s. In January

NATO's bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade led to mass protests in China

1990, the YLC renounced its consti-
tutional single party role. The con-
text was over 20% unemployvment
and 100% inflation. Reactionary
bourgeois leaders had emerged within
the party and state apparatus to chal-
lenge the socialist character of the
Federal state. They allied with west-
ern capitalist interests and used reli-
gion and pre-1945 nationalist sym-
bols to overthrow socialist ideology
and destroy the Socialist Federation.
In April 1990 the first multi-party
elections were held since World War
Two. Nationalist parties demanding
secession from the Federation won
in all republics bar Serbia and
Montenegro. By 1991, draconian IMF
measures meant that Yugoslavia was
incapable of paying its soldiers,
Bigotry was unleashed, the demon of
war let loose to rage over the land —
and capitalism rejoiced.

Yugoslavia redivided
The sundering of Yugoslavia was
systematic, demonstrating the preda-
tory nature of imperialism and its
utter contempt for life and democ-
racy. The collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991 was the signal for
Germany and Austria to start tearing
Yugoslavia apart, Germany bar-
gained with the British government
to accept independence for Slovenia
and Croatia in exchange for British
opt-outs from the 1991 European
Union Maastricht Treaty's clauses on
monetary union and the Social
Chapter governing workers' rights.
Hungary supplied Croatia with
weapons in 1990, It claimed Voy-
vodina within Serbia, Germany and
the USA also armed Croatia after it
and Slovenia declared independence
in June 1991. Germany supported
Croatia’s claim and denied the
national - rights of Serbs within
Croatia which had been guaranteed
them as a minority population by the
Federal constitution, Croatia’s Presi-
dent Tudjman presided over the eth-

nic cleansing of 200,000 Serbs from
Krajina in 1995. His operations were
conducted under the cover of US and
NATO jets. Tudjman rehabilitated
the Ustashe fascists who collabo-
rated with the Nazis during World
War Two and who operated their
own death camps. Chancellor Kohl’s
Foreign Minister Genscher later
described the destruction of socialist
Yugoslavia as his greatest success.

Responding to the expansion of
the German sphere of influence, the
USA encouraged Bosnia to demand
independence from 1992 onwards,
Bosnia contained Moslems, Serbs.,
Croats and other Yugoslavs. The
USA backed the Mosloms with
weapons. This was a move certain to
provoke more killing. Germany and
the USA forged an alliance between
the Croatian and Bosnian govern-
ments to drive Serbs from Croatia
and parts of Bosnia. The Serbs fought
this plan. Ethnic cleansing on all
sides took place in a scramble for ter-
ritory. With European military ca-
pacity insufficient to intervene
decisively, the UUSA used its mili-
tary power to bomb the Serbs into
accepting the 1995 Dayton Accords.
Bosnia was turned into a corrupt,
gangster-ridden NATO protectorate.
The Accords made no mention
of Kosovo; despite Kosovan pleas,
their rights were of no interest lo
imperialism at thal time. The USA,
Germany, Britain and France had no
interest in promoting demands that
might lead to the creation of a Greater
Albania.

War in Kosovo

During the post-1995 period, the
LUSA saw Milosevic as 'a man they
could do business with', and in late
1995 suspended sanctions against
Yugoslavia. It was happy that Ger-
man ambitions had been contained
and that US troops were in Bosnia
and Macedonia. What it did not cal-
culate on was the collapse of the Sali

iIsSm’s bloody war

Berisha government in Albania in
1996 in the face of a mass uprising.
The Berisha government had given
no support to Albanian nationalist
sentiments in either Kosovo or Mace-
donia, and had prevented organisa-
tions such as the Kosovan Liberation
Army (KLA) from establishing bases
within Albania proper or acquiring
arms. As the Albanian security forces
disintegrated, hundreds of thou-
sands of weapons fall into the hands
of ordinary people. The KLA seized
the opportunity. and equipped itself
ta launch an armed offensive in
Kosovo in February 1998.

Initially the US went along with
Milosevic's attempts to crush the
KLA, with the US ambassador in
Yugoslavia naming the KLA as a ter-
rorist organisation. As a quid pro qun
for non-intervention by the US,
Milosevic agreed a deal which would
offer Kosovo some provincial auton-
omy. What changed was the collapse
of the Soviet econumy in autumn
1998, From then on, US attitudes
were completely transformed. Tt saw
an opportunity to consolidate its
leadership within Furope and
acquire new positions at an en-
feebled Russia's expense. In Feb-

ruary 1999 the Contact Group of

Britain, France, USA, Germany, [taly
and Russia proposed thal Yugoslavia
give greater autonomy to Kosovo and
accept 28,000 NATO troops being
stationed there, Kosovo would
become a NATO protectorate.

Undisclosed to the public, but part
of the proposal, was thal NATO
forces, including aircraft and vehi-
cles, would have right of access to
any part of Yugoslavia, immune from
Yugoslavian legislation or control.
This was a deliberate NATO provo-
cation. In mid-March. the Kosovan
Liberation Army accepted the pro-
posal; Yugoslavia could only reject
it. Five days later, on 24 March,
NA'TO attacked.

The US shift in approach therefore
had nothing to do with the increas-
ing Yugoslav atrocities against Koso-

IMPERIALIST HANDS OFF THE BALKANS

vans, It was a cynical move to assert
UUS power in Europe and the world.
Consequently, imperialism has no
intention of allowing an indepen-
dent Kosovo leading to a greater
Albania to be assembled. This would
threaten Macedonia, Montenegro
and much of the Balkans with a new
source of jnstability. The Kosovans
can expect the fate meted out to the
Kurds after they were encouraged by
the UUS government to rebel against
Iraq in 1991: willing but expendable
tools. All that the USA and Britain
have in mind is the establishment of
another imperialist fortress in the
Balkans.

Club law

“The general leaning towards barbar-
ity acquires a certain method,
immorality becomes a system, law-
lessness gels its law givers and club

law its law bhooks,” Karl Marx

‘We will redouble and intensifv our
campaign. We will carry on pound-
ing day after day after day.” Tony
Blair

'NATO seems to have gone onto mili-
tary autopilot, NATO hils fargets
hecause they are there, not because
hitting them might have some politi-
cul purpose.” John Simpson

in the first 21 days of the war, NATO
averaged 282 air sorties a day. After
six weeks this had risen to 500 a day
and over 1.200 Yugoslav- civilians
had been killed. By late May il stood
at 700 air sorties, with plans Lo take it
to 1,000, Half a million Kosovans
have been made refugees. NATO
Commander General Wesley Clark
described the Serbian assault on
Kosovans as ‘entirely predictable’.
‘Entirely predictable’! Clare Short,
Labour Minister for Overseas Devel-
opment, said that if-the Wast had
been seen to prepare for the refugees
people might have assumed this to
be ‘the inevitable effect of NATOs
bombing action'. What scenarios of
death and destruction does NATO
plan for and cover up to protect the
big lie?

Merchant bankers Lehman Bro-
thers estimate the cost of aerial
action alone at $3 billion a month.
With support forces that is $6.5 bil-
lion a month. Britain is paying 14%
of the total cost. The monthly cost of
the war is greater than the size of
Yugoslavia's economy. The cost of a
protracted war, involving ground
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