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Workers Fight Concentration Camps-

GIVIL WAR FLARES
IN NORTH IRELAND.
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f/ﬁg //{‘ ff@ff Dozens of executions have taken
- E : place so far in the Sudan, in the
aftermath of the unsuccessful left
wing coup of last month. Dictator
Numeiry has just announced the
arrest of 700 more Communist
Party members.

The lessons of the Sudan blood-
bath must be understood by all
who are seeking to fight against
the decaying capitalist system.
This butchery will pale in com=-
parison to the future if the les-
sons go unlearned.

The struggle betweenStalinism
and Trotskyism is no academic
dispute. It is a life and death
question for the entire working
class. Millions of workers and
peasants have paid with their lives
for the bankrupt policies andthe
crimes of Stalinism. Only
Trotskyism can explain these
crimes andprevent them from
leading to new defeats.

On an international scale the
expression of the Stalinist policy
of building ‘‘socialism in one
country’’ was the policy of peace-
ful coexistence with imperialism
and support for the ‘‘two-stage’
revolution in the colonial coun-
tries.

The bureaucracy which con-
solidated power in the Soviet
Union after the ebb of the revolu-
tion in the 1920s sought to pro-
tect its privileges through colla-

w - boration  with  imperialism.
The bureaucracy, although it
i : has not yet been able to destroy

all of the conquests of October,
has nothing to do with socialism.

s ; ; It is the gravedigger of socialism,
ass a o a8 ! the agency of the class enemy
el in the working class movement.

A corollary to the eaceful
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BY A CORRESPONDENT

The Tories of Northern

Ireland invoked preventive

detention powers on August 9th. At 4am British army
and police seized more than 300 suspected leaders of
the Irish Republican Army. Prime Minister Faulkner
announced the detention move later that day.

In its August 7th issue, the
Workers Press, daily organ of
the British Socialist Labour
League, warned prophetically:

“‘Under the Emergency Powers
Act they can detain ‘suspects’
without trial and intern them in
special  concentration camps.
There is ample evidence that this
step is just around the corner.

‘““The Tories are simply biding
their time until they have a favor-
able moment when they can catch
the Republican leadership intheir
net: then they will pounce.”

Less than two days later the
Tories made their move.

Ulster has been in a state of
civil war for some time. There
are shooting and bombing inci-
dents daily. It is a disaster area
of huge unemployment, slum
housing and religious tension fan-
ned by the capitalist class.

The employers can only main-
tain their system by grinding lar-
~ ger and larger numbers of work-
ers into abysmal poverty. At the
same time they pit Protestant
and Catholic workers against each
other to prop up the regime.

The British forces in Northérn
Ireland are there for provocation
and repression of the Catholic
working class. Just last week a
Catholic father of six was killed
when his truck backfiredasitwas
passing a Belfast police station,
and soldiers came out immediate-
ly and shot him dead.

The Catholic workers and youth
have reacted bitterly and imme-
diately to the latest government
move. In Belfast, Londonderry,
Newry and Fermanagh prolonged
street battles took place. In the
first 24 hours at least 12 dead
were reported.

Preventive detention isallowed’
by the Special Powers Act, ap-
plying only to Ulster. But the
Tories are speaking more and
more of applying these measures

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

George Wallace’s an-
nouncement of his candidacy
for the presidency comes at
a time ofthe sharpest crisis
of capitalism as the rulers
prepare their war against
the working class to save
their collapsing system.

In the 1968 Presidential elec-
tions, Wallace based his plat-
form on ‘‘law and order’® and
aimed his wrath at the Blacks
and youth who he said - were
the cause of all the problems
in America.

But it was these youth and
Blacks who were struggling
against the imperialist war in
Vietnam, racism and the tremen-
dous unemployment and misery
facing the mass of Blacks in
America. These forces ex-
pressed the beginning of the
movement of the working class
onto the stage of great class
battles.

in Britain, beginning incities like
Glasgow and Liverpool with high
concentrations of unemployed
workers and youth.

The Protestant-dominated nor-
thern counties were carved out of
Ireland to divide the Irish working
class and maintain an outpost for
British imperialism. And the at-
tack in Northern Ireland is only
the preparation for Britain. .

The Industrial Relations Bill
means war against the unions and

the entire working class, and the
employers are preparing to use

the same measures against work-
ers who fight back that they are
presently using in Ulster. The
British Trotskyists are therefore
fighting today as they have from
the very first for the removal
of all British troops from Ulster.

Nixon is also not far behind the
Tories of Britain and Northern
Ireland. His own proposal for pre-
ventive detention is being kept in
readiness, to be brought forward
at the appropriate time as the
capitalists prepare for all out war
on the working class here in the
U.S. Preventive detention means

open class war, and poses the need

to unite the working class inorder
to bring down capitalism.

Street fights turn into pitched battles in N. Ireland
as Catholic workers struggle against Tory concen-
tration camps and mass arrests.

CP Diverts Clyde Occupation

BY MELODY FARROW
The Upper Clyde shipyard workers in Scotland who
have been fighting to save their jobs are now facing

the gravest dangers.

The workers occupied the
yards on August Ist after the
Tory government announced that
the Upper Clyde yards were
bankrupt and that 6,000 workers
would be sacked. Unemployment
in the Clyde is already near
the highest in Britain, and the
latest Tory moves threaten to
bring the unemployment rate in
this area to as highas 18%,

Upper Clyde Shipyards which workers have occupied

according to  some estimates.

The Tory move against the
Upper Clyde workers marks a
new stage in the class struggle
in Britain. It coincides with the
enactment into law of the Tory
Industrial Relations Bill, which
took effect on August Sth. This
vicious law means essentially
the end of independent trade
unionism in Britain

1]

against mass layoffs threatened by the Tories.

Wallace Opens 72 Campaign

Now that the economic crisis -

has reached a breaking point,
with the refusal of American
workers to bow to the needs of
the employers, Wallace’s can-
didacy has a deeper and more
dangerous meaning for the wor-
king class.

FEEDING

Since his election, Nixon has
been feeding all the right wing
forces in the country. He has
attacked the school desegrega-
tion in the South, launched in-
vasions of Laos and Cambodia,
attempted to suppress the press,
drawn closer to the fascist re-
gimes in Spain and Greece and
now has a bill before Congress
directed against the transporta-
tion unions which is more
deadly than the Taft-Hartley Act.

Vice President Agnew has
been Nixon’s mouthpiece in pre-
paring ‘‘public opinion’’ for these
and other moves in his gala-
vanting across the country and
the world, spouting racist and
anti-working class epithets and

whipping up the right wing. The
Democratic Party has alsoaided
this with its courtship with
Wallace and the Southern bour-
geoisie.

Now Wallace is preparing to
build on Nixon’s groundwork. His
brand of populism poses the most
serious dangers for the working
class movement as-it becomes
a center for the organization of
fascistic forces against the wor-
king class.

Large sections of the middle
class feel threatened by the
crisis and are disillusioned with
Nixon. Wallace is preying pre-
cisely on these sections when

he attagks Nixoh for not being

harsh enhough with the youth. His
denunciations of Nixon’s maneu-
vers with China and on Nixon’s
inability to proceed further

against desegregation serve the =

same prupose.

These sections of the middle
class have always formed the
basis for fascism andthismove-
ment can be seen developing to-
day in Europe as well. The

It contains every form of
vicious anti-union legislation
ever enacted. Through its pro-
visions for registration of
unions, heavy penalties for those
not cooperating with state con-
trol, and moves to outlaw un-
official strikes, it aims to take
the British working class back
171 years, to the Combination
Laws against the unions in 1800.

The proposed entry into the
Common Market, the Tory wages
policy, the carve up of Upper
Clyde and the layoffs of Rolls

Royce, together with the Indus-
‘trial Relations Bill,are all part
of the capitalists’ aim of des-
troying the organized strength
of the working class. For the
employers and their government
this is the only way to restore
profitability to their system.

POLITICAL
The Upper Clyde workers can-
not gain anything without a poli-
tical struggle to bring down the
Tory government. This vicious

(Continued On Page 12)

CIA Assassination
Program Revealed

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
““Operation Phoenix’’ was
started by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency in 1967. Testi-
fying before the House For-
eign Relations .Operations
Subcommittee, William E.

growth of fascism in Italy is a
sharp warning to Americanwor-
kers. It has been fed by the col-
laboration of the Italian CP with
the capitalists and its refusal
to lead the fight for power.

Wallace will take advantage
of the break up of the Democratic
Party which lies in shambles.
The potential for smashing Wal-
lace and his brothers in the
Democratic and Republican Par-
ties is great as more and
more workers see the bankruptcy
of the unions’ ties to the Demo-
cratic Party.

The danger lies in the role
of the trade union bureaucracy

‘and " {ts allies in the Commu-
nist Party which will - seek to

head off the independent move-
ment in political struggle of
the working class and‘the for-
mation ~of the labor party
into continued support to the De-.
mocratic Party or through coali-
tions with the ‘‘liberals.”

This fight must be taken up
by the ranks of the labor move-
ment.

Colby, former chief of Am-
erican  ‘“‘pacification’> in
South Vietnam explained its
purpose: assassination and
murder.

‘“Operation Phoenix>’ was de-
signed to identify political lead-
ers of the Viet Cong, ‘‘persuade”’’
them to defect, jail or kill them.

More than $700 million was
appropriated by Congress for
these murder squads. The as-
sassination quota for 1970 was
1800 ‘‘eliminations’’ a month, or
21,600 a year. This quota was
met by the special police trained
by the CIA—22,341 Vietnamese
are listed as killed, captured or

* defected last year.

The secret - police who carry
out ‘‘Operation Phoenix’’ are able
to jail anyone without evidence,
charge or trial, and to hold sus-
pects for two years without trial.
They are trained and paid by the
CIA, and the interrogation and
operation centers which ‘Opera-
tion Phoenix’’ run in each dis-
trict are staffed by U.S. Army
advisors.

According to Colby, 60,000
Vietnamese civilians have been
assassinated under this program.

The Viet Cong political struc-
ture is still intact. Now the CIA
has announced bounties, of up to
$11,000 each, for the capture or
murder of key NLF leaders in
South Vietnam. .

These murder squads run by
Nixon and the CIA show the cold-
blooded viciousness of the ruling
class when it is confronted with
the specter of defeat.
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Dollar Crisis

Threatens
Collapse

BY DENNIS O’CASEY
Just two short weeks after Nixon’s China coup, a
renewed upsurge of the world monetary crisis threatens
to throw U.S. and world capitalism into a collapse that
will dwarf the crash of 1929. Nixon’s policies are thus
once again reduced to shambles.

The complete bankruptcy of all
Nixon’s remedies for this deepen-
ing economic crisis is now re-
vealed for all to see. In fact.
it is no exaggeration to say that
Nixon has now totally lost his
grip on the economic situationand
that it is raging out of control.

From the standpoint of the

capitalist class, the record of the
last two weeks is the mostdismal
to date. First came the revelation
that Nixon had runthe 1971 budget
a staggering 23 billion dollars into
the red. Then came the announce-
ment that the American trade ba-
lance was for the first time in
history in deficit for the first six
months of the year.
- The statistics, reflecting an
unprecedented deterioration of
the inflationary situation, were
immediately supplemented with
yet another set of dismal figures
for the month of July 1971. These
statistics showed that hand in
hand with the continued plum-
meting of the economy towards
slump and depression, inflation
was continuing unabated.

In July unemployment rose to
5.8 percent. This does not even
include the recent massive layoffs
in steel. At the same time the
wholesale price index, a key index
of inflation, rose in July a huge
0.7%, the steepest climb in 15
years.

The reaction of world bankers
and speculators of all kinds to
this situation now reflects theal-
most total loss of confidence in
all quarters that the existing
monetary arrangements estab-
lished at Bretton Woods in 1944
can be preserved any longer.

Accordingly, while the price of
gold on the London exchange soar-
ed last week to $43 per ounce
U.S. gold stocks were driven
below their 10 billion dollar floor
to the lowest level since 1938.

Simultaneously huge amounts of
speculative dollars flowed into
France in anticipation of either an
imminent devaluation of the dollar
or a possible revaluation of the
franc, forcing the French govern-
ment to slap on strict controls.

(Continued On Page 12)
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As of July,

unemployment fngures show 5.8 percent of American workers out
of a job. Now with the collapse of the dollar, Nixon's reflation is disintegrating
and preparing the conditions for unemployment more massive than the 1930s.

Scotto Scabs On ILWU Strike

BY BOB MICHAELSON
NEW YORK—As the West Coast longshoremen’s strike
goes into its sixth week, ILA President Gleason continues
to allow West Coast shipping to be unloaded on the East

Coast.

Japanese freighters are being
unloaded on the Brooklyn docks
without Scotto or Gleason saying
a word. In the meantime these
shippers are preparing the same
thing for the ILA when its contract
comes up on September 30th.

HOT AIR

All the talk about merging the
longshore unions and solidarity
between the ILA and the ILWU
amounts to so much hot air when
it gets down to the concrete
meaning of unity.

At this level, these bureaucrats
are more concerned about main-
taining their own jobs and special
interests than in uniting long-
shoremen nationwide against the
shipping bosses and the govern-

ment’s intentions to intervene on
the side of the companies.

What is to stop Bridges and the
ILWU bureaucracy from scabbing
on the ILA strike iftheir strikeis
over by then, unless there is a
conscious effort now to unify the
struggle against the owners?

Instead, Scotto is using another
serious matter in order to cover
up the tracks of his retreat from
this central question.

Four thousand longshoremen
and at least 16,000 other workers
may lose their jobs because of
an increase in lighterage fees by
the Penn Central Railroad.

CLOSING
These fees cover the use of
barges which carry cargo from

MAXIMILIANO ARANJUEZ

Unemployment soared last
month hitting out at all sec-
tions of the working class.
The youth, in particular, have
felt the real brunt of this.
Youth unemployment now
stands at over sixteen per
cent and among minority
youth it is twice as high.

The fast growing unemployment
lines raises sharply the necessity
of the unions to take up the fight
uniting employed and unemployed
in a fight for full employment.

On August 4th a meeting was
held in New York at District 65
for the purpose of fighting the gro-
wing unemployment. The meeting
was sponsored by the Committee
to Organize the Unemployed and
by trade union officials such as
Stanley Hill, President of SSEU-
371 and Al Evanoff, Vice-Presi-
dent of District 65.

However, from the very be-
ginning it was clear that this
group, which is politically domi-
nated by the Communist Party,
only has in mind diverting the
rising anger of the youth and any
real fight against unemployment.

Their proposal to fight unem-
ployment centered around the call
for a demonstration sometime in
September around the demand of
free subway fares for the unem-
ployed and welfare recipients.

Some of the CP speakers pro-
posed that “‘pressure’’ be put on
those politicians in the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties in
the New York State Assembly
that would be receptive tothatde-
mand and to the passing of legis-
lation that would ‘‘alleviate’ the
problem of unemployment.

This is the same treacherous
policy that the CP followed in the

Kahane Blesses JDL Gun-buying

BY ED BERGONZI

NEW YORK—A spokesman for
the Jewish Defense League an-
nounced last week that the group
is purchasing shotgunsandrifles
which are being sold at cost
in the Williamsburg neighbor-
hood of Brocklyn.

This announcement was made
at the basement of a Williams-
- burg synagogue, while JDL
leader Kahane stood ‘‘inno-
cently’’ by. Kahane, who pleaded
guilty last month to federal
charges of conspiring to make
bombs, was given a mere slap
on the wrist; a five year sus-
pended sentence and probation
under an order to have nothing
to do with guns, bombs or other
lethal devices. His sentence was
worked out directly with the
Justice Department.

Yet, here stands Kahane, who -

had just arrived at the synagogue
from a meeting with his probation
officer in Brooklyn Federal
Court House, flanked by armed
JDLers. When asked by arepor-
ter what he was doing, Kahane
replied; “I’m not here. 1 don’t
know anything about it. I was
here to pray today, that’s all.”
. Thus, while Black and working
class militants increasingly face
frameup trials and jail sen-
tences, the JDL is giventhe green’
light to arm itself for the tasks
ahead. One does not need much
imagination to visualize what
would happen if the Black Pan-
ther Party or any other “‘left”
organization made such an an-
nouncement. '

Nixon by encouraging fascist
thugs like Kahane to get off scot
free, is consciously stren-

gthening the right wing, in pre-
paration for hammer blows
against the American working
class. The JDL will play a front
line role as armed thugs repre-
senting the interests of capi-
talism.

Meir Kahane

1930s and which if not fought and
defeated will certainly send the
working class back to the ’30s.

The Workers League fought for
a perspective to eliminate un-
employment through a fight a-
gainst  capitalism. Workers
League spokesmen pointed out
that the rising unemployment was
a weapon in the hands of the
employers and their government
against the organized trade union
movement and therefore it was
the responsibility of the trade
union movement to lead the fight
against unemployment through a
fight for jobs for all and a 30
hour week at 40 hours pay. We
said that Hill and Evanoff’s in-
volvement in the fight against
unemployment was important but
their attempt tohide behind the fig
leaf of a single leaflet cannot
mobilize the unions and the job-
less in the fight that is necessary.

The youth must now mobilize
with the trade unionists in a fight
for the unions to organize a mas-
sive demonstration against unem-
ployment as a first stepinuniting
the employed and unemployed.
This demonstration must center
on the fight for a labor party.
The Democratic and Republican
politicians in Albany and Wash-
ington have made clear where they
stand with their budget cuts and
calls for wage freezes.

It is the labor party which will
bring together the youth, the un-
employed and employedina battle
for full employment for the 30
hour week at 40 hours pay and the
nationalization of the corpora-
tions under workers control which
say they cannot provide jobs.

unloaded ships to shore. Pre-
viously, they had been included
in the original freight costs.

Now, the chronic financial
crisis facing Penn Central is col-
liding with the crisis hitting the
shipping industry. The result may
be the closing of the Brooklyn
waterfront and the destruction of
20,000 jobs.

ALLIANCE

So Anthony Scotto of ILA Local
1814 allies with the shipowners
and Port Authority against the
lighterage fees while ignoring the
upcoming strike. On this, though,
there can be no alliance with the
owners. No matter how hard Glea-
son and Scotto may try to get
one, the rank and file will not
allow it.

The dockers have nothing to
gain by taking sides in a squabble
between two sections of the
bosses. The ILA must demand
and fight for the maintenance of
the Brooklyn docks regardless of
what happens—be it containeriza-
tion or lighterage fees. No jobs
must be cut!

PROGRAM

But this can only be won as the
result of a struggle centered
around the following demands and
to carry forward a. strike on
September 30th with or without
Gleason and Scotto:

® No more West Coast cargo
to be handled through East Coast
docks!

® No retreat on the Guarantee;
Update the GAI to full 40 hour
weekly payments, for ALL work-
ers in all ports!

e $7.50 an hour wage increase
with a full cost of living escalator
clause. Six hour day with no loss
in pay!

e No cuts in gang size!

® $500 pension after 20 years .
regardless of age!

o All benefits now based on
man hours be based on the tonnage
handled in the port!

® 15 days paid sick leave for
ALL men whether working or on
the GAI!

® Nationalize shipping and the
docks under rank and file control
and without compensation to the
owners!

® No more support for strike-
breaking Democratic and Repub-
lican parties—Build a labor party.
for the 1972 elections.

CAUCUS
The rapid retreat by Gleason
and Scotto from any sort of strug-
gle makes urgent the formation
of a rank and file caucus in all
ILA Locals to fight for this
program,
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CWA HEADS HINT
RETREAT

AT WAGE

. . BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
NEW YORK—CWA Local 1101 and most other CWA

locals in New York State

are going into their fourth

week on the picket lines after rejecting the settlement
announced by the International union president, Joseph

A. Beirne, on July 29th.

The CWA ranks are facing a
very critical period in this
strike. The 1101 leadership has
pledged to maintain the strike
until the demand for 25% in the
first year is won as well as the
increased cost of living deman-
ded by the workers in the New
‘York area.

However, at a rally called by
several of the downstate locals
on August 10th, Carnivale (presi-
dent of 110l) made it quiteclear
that he has no intention of
fighting on the national issues,
for the 25% first year.

He said: ‘‘This contract may
be all right if you live in
Mississippi, but if you live in
New York, it’s no good.”” The
fight for the 25% first year must
be a national fight, and the
regional cost of living as well
cannot be won without national

support.

UNACCEPTABLE
Carnivale and the other New
York local leaderships are
letting Beirne off the hook.

Beirne has attempted to serve
the ranks a completely unaccep-
table contract, and he has re-
treated on his promise that “‘if
even one local rejects the con-
tract, it is rejected nationally.”

The New York locals are in
a good position to force a national
rejection and send Beirne back
to the bargaining table. The
New York area is a key commu-
nications area, and the ranks
here must take up this fight for
national rejection and nore-
treat on the wage demand.

Last spring the Teamsters
were faced with a similar
situation. The Chicago Team-
sters luanched a campaign

against a similar retreat by the
International,

for a national re-

President Carnivale of Local
1101, CWA.

Nixon Revives SACB Witchhunt Role

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
The Nixon Administration
has taken another stepinthe
direction of Bonapartist
dictatorship and the des-
truction of the democratic
rights of the working class.

Last month Nixon requested
$450,000 from Congress to ex-
tend the life of the Subversive
Activities Control Board. At the
same time he issued anexecutive
order giving the SACB new
powers to exclude from govern-
ment employment those whobe-
long to or even have ‘‘sympa-

jection of a $1.10 increase, and
finally won $1.65 over three

years, a real breakthrough
in the wages fight.
MILITANT

The CWA leadership is faced
with a militant rank and file,
particularly in New York, but
these ranks must not allow
Carnivale to channel that mili-
tancy into a capitulation to
Beirne. An all out fight must be
begun to mobilize the rank and
file on a national basis to fight
for the 25% in the first year,
full cost of living escalator on
a regional basis, 30 years and
out at $500.

The ranks of Local 1101 must
demand that their leadership do
this immediately, calling on the
other locals to join the fight.
Carnivale must not be allowed
to compromise by pitting the New
York workers against those
throughout the rest of the
country. All CWA workers will
be sold out if a national cam-
paign is not begun, not only
in the CWA itself, but all TTU
locals as well, to shut down
the communications industry,
send Beirne back to the nego-
tiating table, and win a decent
contract!

Meeting of Local 1101, CA at Manhattan Center on

July 29. The ranks overwhelmingly rejected the contract.

N.Y.C. WILL CUT MEDICAL CARE

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

A study done by the Federal
government and released last
week says that medical costs will
rise by 50 per cent in the next
three years. A worker’s family
will. pay an additional $200 for
increases in health insurance.

The government’s study was
conducted in the light of two health
plans being discussed by Con-
- gress, one proposed by Nixon
and the other by Kennedy. Both
'of these plans will make the work-
ers pay out of their pockets with
varying amounts contributed by
the. employers and the govern-
ment.

What benefits the unions have
won over years of struggle in
this area are now threatened. In
New York City, the City has just
simply announced it will unilater-
ally end its contract with Blue
Shield.

In other words it is not the
insurance companies, the hospital
bosses nor the City that pay,
but the workers.

The City health plan, as in-
adequate as it is now, is paid
by the City and was won by the
unions as part of the contract
fight. As has been pointed out
by the city unions, this move is
just the beginning of " further
slashes in the health plan. This
is part and parcel of the em-
ployers’ and government’s attack
on the living standard of American
workers.

The question of decent and free
medical care is a question not
only of defending the gains of the
labor movement but part of the
fight to free the productive for-
ces from the fetters of private
ownership to provide for eventhe
very basic needs of the working
class.

Pitisburgh
Drivers
Defend
Angela

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

Bus drivers in Pittsburgh.
struck on August 9th after one of
them was forbidden to wear a
“Free Angela Davis’’ button on
the job.

Richard Irwin was suspended
when he arrived for work and
refused to remove the button.
Forty drivers later began picket-
ing a Port Authority TransitSys-
tem garage and 150 otherdrivers
refused to cross the picket lines.

The attack on Angela Davis, as
the Bulletin has continuously ex-
plained, is part of the attack on
the entire working class. The
solidarity action of the Pittsburgh
bus drivers is an inspiring ex-
ample, '

The bosses fear the understan-
ding expressed in the determina-
tion of this worker to wear his
button on the job. They fear the
linking of the organized power of
the working class to the fight
against the political attacks on the
vanguard or potential vanguard
of that class. The strength of the
labor movement can and must be
turned into this fight to defend
Angela Davis and all other vic-
tims of repression.

5,000 Sign Farinas Petition

BY BRIDGET ELLIOTT
Since the oral arguments
were heard in the Court of
Appeals on the Juan Farinas
case, the Juan Farinas
Defense Committee has col-
lected over 5,000 signatures
on petitions demanding the
reversal of the lower court
conviction, The vast majo-
rity of this supporthas come
from the labor movement
and the youth. v
Juan Farinas, a supporter of
the Workers League, was tried
and convicted last December 10~
11 on three counts of violating
the Selective Service Act. On
January 29 he was sentenced to
two years in jail and bail
was set at $5,000. His only
“crime” was to distribute a
leaflet condemning the Vietnam
War at the Whitehall Induction
Center in the summer of 1968.
On June 30, in a last minute
move before the summer court

thetic association with>’ people
.who . belong to subversive or-
ganizations.

The SACB is the agency whose
investigators recently admitted
in Congressional testimony that
they had practically nothing to
do. Nixon, of course, wants to
remedy this situation. What is
now posed is the return of the
Attorney General’s blacklist of
subversive organizations, which
flourished in the late 1940s and
early 1950s.

Nixon is also giving the SACB
subpoena powers which willen-
able it to conduct aggressive
investigations on its own. The
SACB appropriationrequest nar-

. court permission in cases

recess, the Second Circuit of
the Court of Appeals heard the
arguments. A decision is ex-
pected at or before the opening
of the fall term of the court.

The offensive against the
Vietnam War is rapidly growing
within the labor movement
throughout the ‘country. The
Pentagon revelations blew the
remaining shreds of faith of the
working class in ‘‘their’” go-

vernment sky high.
The central strategy of Fari-

nas’ defense has been from the
beginning that the only way
to win for himself and all  poli-
tical prisoners was through the
mobilization of the working class
and youth against these re-
pressive attacks of the govern-
ment. This strategy is being
put into practice as the working

class says no to the war.
From the labor movement, re-

presentatives of over. half a
million workers are sending
statements to the Court deman-
ding the release of Farinas.

rowly passed in the Senate last
week and thus the witchhunt can
now be expected to move for-
ward.

These latest moves are in-
timately related tothe continued
attack on the press, the unsuc-
cessful attempt to prevent the
publication of- the Pentagon
Papers, and the insistence onthe
right to use wiretaps without
in-
volving “‘national security.”

On every front the capitalist
government is consciously and
persistently -moving to silence
and suppress its critics inpre-
paration for the biggest battle,
with the organized working class.

Victor Gotbaum of District
Council 37, Al Evanoff of Dis-
trict 65, Stanley Hill of SSEU-
371, and the Executive Council
of Local 1199 in New York have
been joined by Abe Feinglass,
International Vice-President,
and Sam Pollock, President of
District Union 427, of the Amal-
gamated Meatcutters. From New
York City, Leo Brown, Head of
the New York Branch of the
National Alliance of Postal Em-
ployees, Ernest Weiss, Asso-
ciate Educational Director of
District Council 37, Sam
Meyers, President of UAW
Local 259, and Mr. Maxwell of
the Joint Board of Fur, Leather
and Machine Workers have all
sent letters to the Court.

In Minneapolis Perry Tille-
raas and Gary Rolstad of
AFSCME Locals 1164 and 211
respectively have sent state-
ments.

Among individuals and organi-
zations in addition to those pre-
viously sending statements are:
Dr. Benjamin Spock, the Young
Workers Liberation League, and

Frank Boehm, National Chair- -

man of the Young Socialist
Alliance. .

YOUTH
Areas from which petitions
have come include California,
Ohio, Connecticut, Maryland,
Michigan, Missouri. and Minne-
sota. These include transport,

communications, steel and auto

workers, and many hundreds of

signatures from Local 1199
and SSEU-371 in New York, as
well as support from electrical,
maritime and garment workers.
The campaign has also gotten a
big response from unemployed
youth in New York.

In the next few weeks the
Defense Committee intends to
collect thousands more signa-
tures to send to the Court.
We urge all supporters andrea-
ders of the Bulletin and suppor-
ters of the Farinas Defense Com-
mittee to signand circulate the
petition in your neighborhoods,
schools and shops. Write to the
Defense Committee for petitions,
and send statements to the Court
with a copy to the Committee, to
Judges Wilfred Feinberg, Walter
R. Mansfield, and Leonard P.
Moore, United States Court of
Appeals, United States Court
House, Foley Square, New York,
N.Y.

The Defense Committee also
necds funds urgently to be able
to maintain its staff and for
publicity and travel costs. The
Committee urges all its sup-
porters to campaign for the de-
fense fund immediately inyour
area.

Please send all inquiries, con-
tributions and petitiens to: Juan
Farinas Defense Committee, 135
West 14th Street, 6th floor, New
York, N.Y. 10011.
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Steel Sellout Hits Ranks

. BY DAN FRIED
Massive layoffs involving an estimated 100,000 wor-
kers and closings of.entire units and plants of all the
‘major steel producers follow in the wake of the sellout
agreement negotiated with the steel bosses by USWA

President 1.W. Abel.

Indeed, it is Abel and the
USWA bureaucracy who must
take responsibility for these lay-
offs which the bosses are using
both as a means to prevent the
possibility of wildcat strikes
against the contract and as a
prelude to permanent layoffs
based on increased productivity
and speedup.

But the contract and the lay-
offs are also the prelude to an
inevitable revolt of the rank
and file against the contract
despite all the efforts of the
USWA bureaucracy to ‘‘keep the
peace.”’

Far from seeing the layoffs
as a welcome ‘‘holiday,”” the
workers are understandably bit-
ter and uneasy over the pros-
pects that a layoff slip may
mean a permanent displacement
from the industry. It is clear
that for the employers, the
signing of the contract is the
basis for a new leap toward the
elimination of workers in the
steel industry which in1946 pro-
duced half as much steel with
800,000 workers than it didlast
year with 400,000 workers.

As far as the employers are
concerned they have been given

~ the go ahead for evenmoredras-
tic reductions in the work force.
This process will begin during
this present period of layoffs
and slack demand as the em-

ployers ‘“‘permanently close
some of thqir old, less efficient
facilities,”” "admits the August
Sth Christian Science Monitor.

The steel barons have already
more than offset the expected
increased labor costs of the
contract by raising prices 15%
during 1971, including an 8%
hike on the day the contract was
signed. Now they plan to fur-
ther boost their profits through
permanent layoffs and increased
productivity.

This will meannotonly a sharp
growth of unemployment among
steelworkers and throughout the
working class, but also anin-
tensification of labor—speedup—
for those still in the plants and
mills who may be forced to do
the work formerly done by two
or three men.

PRODUCTIVITY
It is crystal clear that I.W.

Abel and his cohorts are the
willing accomplices in this plan.
In return for granting the basic
demands of the can and alu-
minum contracts which Abel
needed to ‘‘sell”” the pact to
the local presidents, the em-
ployers demanded increased
productivity. A union spokesman
was quoted as saying the union
would make ‘‘an honest effort’
to increase productivity.

This is spelled out in section

Unemployment lines packed with steelworkrs in Gary,
Ind., where 50,000 have been laid off recently.

Steelworkers In Gary
Denounce New Contract

BY MICHAEL ROSS

EAST CHICAGO, Ind.—A
meeting was held here on
August 6th of JLocal 1010,
USWA, representing workers
at the Inland Steel! works
where 8,000 workers - out of
16,000 at the plant were laid
off in the wake of the con-
Several
workers attended.

tract settlement.
hundrad

District Director Germano and
Assistant District Director Evett
also attended the meeting. Evett
gave a report on the contract in
which he admitted that the union
had capitulated to the company.
While the leadership tried to di-
vert the opposition to the contract
in the discussion, it was clear
that the feelings of the workers
was that the ‘‘money was not worth
anything.”’

When Evett reported on the
agreement on joint productivity
committees contained in the con-
tract, ‘'workers in the audience

yelled out, ‘“That’s what youguys
gave up.”” When he reported that
in the committee that accepted the
contract in Washingtonthere were
two votes in opposition, there was
loud applause and one worker
yelled out: ‘“‘Find out who those
guys were—we want to vote for
them.”’

Significantly, an ‘‘opposition’’
spokesman from the National
Steelworkers Rank and File Com-
mittee, supported by the Com-
munist Party, made an attempt to
focus his criticism of the con-
tract on secondary issues such
as insurance, rather than on the
central questions of wages and
Jjob security.

With close to 50,000 steel-
workers laid off in the Gary area
alone, there is a need for the
immediate organization of a gen-
uine rank and file caucus toraise
the demand, No One Back Until
Everyone Back—Renegotiate the
Contract, in the Chicagoand Gary
areas.

Bethlehem Steel plant at Sparrows Point, Md. where new basic oxygen furnaces
and other automation will throw at least 16,000 men out of work in a few years.

six of the contract, establishing
“a joint advisory committee on
productivity at each plant.”’> The
aim of these committees is to
bring in the USWA bureaucrats
as the cops who will police the
workers while the bosses go
about their plans of rationali-
zation and speedup.

This aim of the joint committee
is spelled out in point b) “‘Pro-
mote orderly and peaceful re-
lations with employees and
achieve uninterrupted operations
in the plant.”

The productivity committees
are also charged with promoting
“the use of domestic steel. This
reflects theunion’s concernre-
garding imported steel.”” Asdu-
ring the period of negotiations,
the USWA bureaucrats answer
the employers’ exaggerated
complaints about foreign imports
by trying to figure out ways and
means to protect the bosses’
profits at the expense of the
workers. The answer to the
complaint that the employers
cannot make a profit due to
foreign competition must be a
campaign to promote better

wages and conditions for foreign
steelworkers and the nationali-
zation of the steel companies
under workers’ control.
Whereas the employers try
to solve their ‘‘problems”
through massive layoffs, produc-
tivity and speedup to increase
profits, the workers must now
begin to answer these sharp
attacks by demanding nationali-
zation and the operation of the
steel industry at full production
for the benefit of both the steel-
workers and the entire public.

WAGES

The other side of the attack is
seen in the holding of the steel-
workers down to the wage pat-
tern of the can and aluminum
settlements. Concretely, this
means that although the steel-
workers union has given up the
cost of living escalator clause
in 1959 and have continually failen
behind in the race with inflation
since that time, and were among
the very lowest paid workers
in basic industry—they are only
getting an additional $.75anhour
over three years plus a minimum

of $.25 an hour for cost of living
increases in the second and third
years of the contract.

Nothing at all was gained on
the all important issues of grie-
vance procedure and job secu-
rity. Abel long ago gave up any
struggle for the right to strike
over grievances or the shorter
work week. Even the ‘‘conces-
sions”> made by thecompanies
over fringe benefits are piddling
and inadequate.

The contract provides for one
additional paid holiday and on
the critical question of pensions,
even with the increase of the
monthly benefit from $6.50 to
$10.00 for each year AFTER 30
years, a man would have to
work S50 years in order to qua-
lify for a $500 a month pension.

The ‘‘choice’’ presented tothe
older workers by the pension
plan is either continued slavery
in the mills or virtual pauperi-
zation on retirement. But even
this “‘choice’” is threatened by
the new developments of massive
layoffs and job cutting produc-
tivity. The layoffs have already

(Continued On Page 12)

Ranks Say ‘Abel Is A Sellout’

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

BALTIMORE—‘‘Sure, 1
think it’s a great contract.
I love Abel. I’d rather draw
unemployment than work, it’s
easier. 1 appreciate every-
thing that’s been done for me
because now I can do what I
always wanted to do—
starve.”

These words of a Bethlehem
Sparrows Point steelworker wait-
ing in line for his unemployment
check express the situation facing
steelworkers in the aftermath of
USWA President Abel’s settle-
ment with the steel barons.

Thousands of permanently and
“temporarily’’ laid off Sparrows
Point workers line up each day at
the Utah Street unemployment
center to pick up their checks.

Any illusion that Abel would
come through in the last minute
has been completely destroyed.
There is an atmosphere of frus-
tration, but beneath that frustra-
tion lies a tremendous anger ex-
pressed by one worker who said:

“I think Abel’s done a great

thing. Just about my whole de-

partment is here. He has created

unity. Now all we have to do is
find some rope and go find Abel
to thank him.”’

Today it is apparent that the
leadership of the USWA has com-
pletely caved in to the plans of
Nixon and the steel bosses to
take away every gain won by the
steelworkers since 1937.

Before the sellout, many steel-
workers believed that the union
leadership would fight against
Bethlehem’s attempts to cut em-
ployment at the Sparrows Point
installation from 33,000 to 17,000.
Times have changed.

“SELLOUT”

“I’'ve got a friend; he’s an
office worker. He used to tell me
that he didn’t have to worry be-
cause he had connections. He said
he would not get the axe because
he had the most seniority and was
the best worker in his office.
You want to see how hard work
and connections pay off? Well,
he has worked himselfuptowhere
he will get his unemployment
check before I will. There he is

up there in front of us.”

“I know this contract is a
sellout. T know that Abel is a
sellout. 1 always figured they

would sell out, but Inever figured
this. Well, I’'m not going to take
it any more. None of us are. |
don’t know what we are going to
do or when we are going to do it.
But when we do—Bethlehem watch
out, Abel watch out, and Nixon
watch out. We’re not kids.”

It is this worker and thousands
like him who terrify Abel, the
steel bosses and Nixon. They know
the sellout contract is a time-
bomb, and they are using every
means at their disposal to defuse
it before it goes off.

But the bomb will go off. The
ranks will not allow their union
and their gains won through that
union to be destroyed without a
fight. What must be done now is
to build a new leadership from
the rank and file who will fight
for a decent contract

This fight tobuild anew leader-
ship can only mean the construc-
tion of a caucus which wiil wage
an uncompromising fight against
Abel and his ilk.
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Ireland: A Warning
For U.S. Workers

The events in Ireland are a sharp warning to American
workers. A state of open civil war exists as the Irish
workers and youth fight the police state and its concen-
tration camps.

Underlying the crisis in Northern Ireland is the mass
unemployment and misery created by the capitalist class.
The outbreak in Ireland occurs inthe midst of the deepest
crisis of world capitalism whose center lies inthe United
States. The same battles are facing U.S. workers.

Nixon’s strategy for saving the U.S. economy and with
it world capitalism is at a deadend as the dollar is under-
mined and the whole system threatened with collapse.
Now Nixon must prepare to take on the American wor-
king class directly. To do this Nixon must break the
back of the trade unions and take away all the gains
and rights American workers have won in decades
of struggle.

The corporations, the government, and every single
Democratic and Republican politician are saying that
because they must preserve profits and capitalism,
they are unable to provide jobs, decent wages and
working conditions. In other words the workers are
asked to starve so the big corporations can continue
to make their millions.

More and more workers are being thrown onto the
unemployment lines. The layoff of thousands of steel
workers following the sellout by the Abel leadership
adds to the soaring rate of unemployment reported in
July. Nixon and the employers plan to use unem-
ployment to divide the working class, employed against
unemployed, young against old, Black against white in
order to weaken and destroy the unions.

The labor bureaucracy has barely batted an eye as
millions of youth have been denied jobs, as jobs have
been slashed. While labor leaders such as Abel and
Fitzsimmons have said that we are heading toward
conditions like the 1930s, they have sought to hold
back the wage offensive and refused to lift a finger
against the rising unemployment.

But big explosions are now being prepared in the
labor movement. As one unemployed steelworker put
it last week, ‘““We are not going to take it.”’ The strug-
gle in the unions on wages, jobs, and speed-up must
now be directly connected to the fight to unite the
employed and unemployed. The unions must take the
lead in this struggle and must organize the unemployed.
The youth have a critical role in this fight. In some
of the major battles to form the CIO in the 1930s the
unity between the employed and unemployed was key
to victory.

This fight cannot be limited by the bankruptcy of
capitalism. If the employers deny even the basic right
to a job, if they say that they cannot provide a decent
standard of life, then we must say that we the working
people will run these industries and use them to ful-
fill the needs of the vast majority.

Today as the spectre of the 1930s is once again
raised the central question facing American workers
is the formation of its own political party based on its
own CLASS interests. The crisis of capitalism now re-
quires that the government and the Democratic and
Republican Parties use all the weapons of the state
against the working class. )

The ruling class with the aid of the labor bureau-
cracy, the Stalinists and revisionists attempts to create
all kinds of diversions to stop this movement. It is
becoming more than clear that the American workers
will not buy the Democratic Party. It is at this
moment that Leonard Woodcock, head of the UAW, steps
in calling for a ‘‘new coalition.”” At a recent meeting of
the Urban League in Detroit, Woodcock made clear that
the ““The Democratic Party can be in this new coalition.”’
This is of course praised by the Communist Party.
What Woodcock and the CP have in mind is the kind of
coalition that was built in the 1930s which tied the wor-
king class to the mercy of Roosevelt.

The measures being employed by the Tories in Ireland
are being prepared here. This is the only way Nixon and
his class can save their system.

The fight must be urgently taken up now in the unions
to prepare for 1972 to call an assembly of labor of youth
and minorities to build a labor party.

“‘But General Numeiry, you're to be an honored guest
at the next party congress, too!”’

What we think

(Continued From Page 1)
coexistence policy is the policy
of collaboration with the national
bourgeoisies in the colonial
countries. This is a return to the
Menshevik theory of revolution
by stages—first the consolidation
of -capitalism, during which the
communists remain a ‘““loyal op-
position’” to the native capitalist
class.

Imperialism cannot be defea-
ted without the overthrow of capi-
talism in these countries. None
of the tasks of the bourgeois
revolution—the distribution of the
land, achievement of indepen-
dence and democratic rights for
the working masses, and indus-
trialization—can be achieved ex-
cept through the leadership of
the working class and the socia-
list revolution,

This is the great meaning of
the Russian Revolutionitself. The
working class led by the Bolshevik
Party translated the theory of
the permanent revolution into

- practice. Theory was enriched

and proven in practice.

From its beginning the counter-
revolutionary bureaucracy has
slandered this theory by which
the Russian workers and peasants
were able to win in 1917.

In China in 1927 Stalin in-
structed the young Communist
Party to maintain full confidence
in Chiang Kai-shek, who then
turned round and butchered the
leading sections of the working
class movement.

In recent years the same pat-
tern has been repeated. In Al-
geria, Egypt, Iraq, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Ceylon and now the
Sudan, the national bourgeoisie
and the Bonapartist regimes
which balance between the work-
ing class and imperialism have
over and over again jailed, tor-
tured and murdered working class
ind communist militants and lea-
lers.

This is the product of Stalin-
ism. It is Stalinism in action.
All the lies and protest of Mos-
cow and its supporters cannot
erase this fact.

The leaders of the U.S. Com-
munist Party protest the killings
of the CP leaders in the Sudan.
From Moscow we alsohear feeble
complaints which subside after
a few days.

What good is a protest if it is
all the previous policies which
make this protest necessary, and
if these policies remain the
same? Numeiry could not have
built up the strength to move

against the CP, militarily and es-
pecially politically, if it had not
had the aid of Moscow and Peking
for over two years. .

Brezhnev and Kosygin have
supported the Numeiry regime
fully since it came to power on
May 25, 1969. They have supplied
him with the arms and equipment
which he is now using to Kkill
communists. They even helped
to train his secret police. And
above all they have provided him
with the political image required
to disarm the masses, to hill
them while the attack was pre-
pared. ‘

Now the Stalinists try to ex-
plain this on the basis of the
“relatively progressive” nature
of the Numeiry regime. Accor-
ding to Tom Foley in the Daily
World, Numeiry was progressive
compared to the right wing regime
he replaced, but he is not pro-
gressive when he jails and kills
communists!

We cannot allow this Stalinist
sophistry to cover up decades
of treachery. The job of com-
munists is to expose the treachery
of the bourgeois nationalists, to
insist at every point that they back
up their anti-imperialist rhetoric
with deeds, to expose them at
every point and warn the masses
that an independent revolutionary
leadership based upon the working
class is an absolute requirement
in order to smash the im-
perialists.

The Stalinists did none of this.
They had ample opportunity, they
were more aware than anyone else
of the road on which Numeiry
was embarked, but they kept
silent, even at the expense of
tightening the noose around their
own necks as well.

They did not speak out when
Numeiry made striking a capital
offense on May 26, 1969, the day
after he took power. This act
was approved by a cabinet which
even
of the Sudan CP, Joseph Garang.
Garang has now paid with -his
life for his role inthe unsuccess-
ful coup.

At the same time as he out-
lawed the Communist Party,
Numeiry brought two more CP
leaders into his cabinet. Again
there was no comment from
Moscow.

Brezhnev and Kosygin sent
Numeiry a letter praising him for
his “‘responsible’” stand after
the Jordanian Civil War (he called
for negotiations between the
guerrillas and Hussein). Numeiry

included a leading member .

used this correspondence to de-
monstrate his anti-imperialist
credentials, and on November 16
arrested Abdel Mahgoub, the lea-
der of the Sudan CP.

When he wanted to dissolve the
General Federation of Sudan
Workers’ Unions, Numeiry called
upon CP leader Muawiyah Ibrahim
to take over the Labor Ministry.
No comment from Moscow, again.

Numeiry warned in advance of
the measures he would take. In
a February'12, 1971 radiobroad-
cast he launched avicious attack
on the CP.

During the spring Numeiry be- .
gan rounding up CP leaders. At
the same time he sent afraternal

. delegation to the 24th Congress

of the Soviet Communist Party
in Moscow.

The Sudan CP leadership, in a
final desperate attetpt, sought to
prevent its complete destruc-
tion. After months and years
during which this destructionwas
thoroughly prepared without a
voice being raised against it, the
CP leadership moved desperately
to save its own necks by
supporting the abortive coup.

But empirical turns cannot
make up for a policy of compro-
mise and betrayals stretching
over years. The heroism of CP
leader Mahgoub in facing death
at the hands of Numeiry only un-
derlines the burning necessity
for a revolutionary policy and a
complete break with Stalinism.
When the long campaign against
the Sudan CP reached its bloody
crescendo the masses werecom-
pletely disarmed by the previous
policy of all out support for
Numeiry.

The Stalinist bureaucracy re-
fused to expose the bloody plans
of Numeiry because it consciously
barters the livesofworkers and
communists in the interests of
collaboration with imperialism
and the national bourgeoisie.
Brezhnev does not care if
Mahgoub and others die, so long
as he can maintain diplomatic
ties with the imperialists and
bourgeois nationalists. This bu-
reaucracy cannot and will not
change its policy because its
whole existence is tied up with
the need for a deal with the im-
perialists.

For all who seek to build a
communist leadership therefore
the lesson of Sudan is absolutely
clear: Down with Stalinist class
collaboration! Build the Fourth
International to defeat imperial-
ism and its agents!
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Khruschev Remembers
by Robert Black

THE narrow, parochial

outlook that Khrushchev

(or his Soviet ‘ghost
writer’) displays in this
book was also a charac-
teristic of the entire
caste that came to power
under Stalin’s leadership.

‘Socialism in one country’
was not just Stalin’s pro-
gramme, but the political
expression of a whole philo-
sophy which dominated the
Bolshevik Party following
the double hammer blows of
Lenin’s death and the tem-
porary defeat of the revolu-
tion in Germany and the rest
of W Europe.

Further defeats in Britain (the
1926 General strike) and China
(Chiang Kai-shek’s gassacre of
the Shanghai workers in “April
1927) only strengthened the be-
lief among Khrushchev’'s gene-
ration that the Soviet Union
had to make its own way, un-
aided. to socialism.

The revolutionary role and
potential of the western working
class and the colonial peoples
was paid lip service to, but in
practice, written off.

Together with hundreds like
him, Khrushchev’s career as a
loyal Stalinist prospered in direct
proportion to the defeats of the
working class in the imperialist
countries.

We find, in these writings,

no echo of the British General
Strike, the Chinese Revolution,
the rise and victory of German
fascism, and the titanic class
battles in Spain and France.

Historir

All his energies during this
historic epoch were concentrated
on resolving the internal crises
of the Stalinist bureaucracy, on
beating back the challenges to
Stalin’s leadership mounted
not only the

tion of Bukharin and Rykov.

And side by side with -this
vicious factional struggle (in
which Stalin’s GPU and not
political argument, was the final
arbiter) there developed the
bureaucracy’s struggle to defend
its own economic foundations—
the nationalized property rela-
tions created by the 1917 revo-
lution.

But fearing the movement of
the masses as much as the threat
from the right, Stalin defended
these property relations by re-
actionary means.

When the rich peasants (Kulaks)
staged their revolt against the
regime, the bureaucracy leaned
on the working class and poor
peasants for support, but made
no political concessions to them.

Stalin’s iron grip on the state
and Party in fact tightened even
more in the years of collectiviza-
tion and industrialization (1929-
1933).

These administrative, bureau-
cratic methods had their counter-
part in the Kremlin’s foreign
policy, which based itself increas-
ingly on manoeuvres between
rival imperialist powers, using
the working class of the capitalist

' states to threaten and pressurize

Trotskyist Leh?tl-
Opposition but the right opposi-.

the working classes into agree-
ments with the Soviet bureau-
cracies.

While Stalin — together with
Bukharin—allied himself with
the rich peasant against the
working class and against Trotsky,

the International pursued.a policy .

of collaboration with reformist
trade union leaders (like the
TUC General Council) and
bourgeois nationalists in the
colonial world (Chiang in China).

In each case, these alliances

led the working class to defeat,

iand strengthened the imperialist
enemies of the Soviet Union.

When Stalin broke from Buk-
harin in 1929 and launched his
adventurist collectivization pro-
gramme, the entire International
was forced to swing to the ultra-
left with him.

His reformist allies of 1926

were by 1929 being denounced
as ‘social fascists’.

Banned

United-front agreement be-
tween reformist and communist
parties to fight fascism were
banned (after all, there could
be no united action by com-
munists with ‘social fascists’). In
,Germany this policy led directly
to the victory of Hitler.

Then in 1935, as the new pri-
vileged layers thrown up by
Stalin’s  industrialization ~ pro-
gramme began to congeal, there
came the turn towards the
‘popular front’, a policy which
involved class-collaboration be-
tween the parties of the working
class and so-called ‘liberal sec-
tions of the ruling classes in
the main capitalist states in
conflict with Nazi Germany.

Stalin took the Soviet Union
into the League of Nations
(dubbed by Lenin a ‘thieves’
kitchen’) and signed a milita
pact with the leaders of Frenc

* imperialism.

The social foundations of this
openly reformist and, in practice,
counter-revolutionary policy,
were well understood by the
most astute bourgeois comment-
ators.

A report on the Soviet Union
published by the London Royal
Institute of International Affairs
stated at the time:

‘The internal development of
Russia is tending to throw up
a “bourgeoisie” of managers and
officials who possess sufficient
privileges to make them highly
content with the status quo. . . .

‘It is possible to regard the
various purges as part of a pro-
cess by which all who desire to
change the present state of
affairs are being rooted out.

‘Such an interpretation lends
colour to the belief that the revo-
lutionary period in Russia is
over, and that henceforward her
rulers will only seek to conserve
the gains which the revolution
has brought them.’

Khrushchev’s rise to power and
privilege inside the Party can
only be understood against this
broad setting of Stalin’s political
counter-revolution.

Khrushchev, himself, could
only have been dimly aware of
the role he was playing in the
early years of his political career.

Each of these important stages
in Stalinist policy passed Khrush-
chev by so far as their inter-
national implications were con-
cerned.

Though deeply involved in
implementing each internal policy
decision of Stalin, he makes no
reference to their international
consequences until he reaches the
?tga;l;n-}{itler pact of August

Although the International was
officially pursuing ~ its ‘anti-
fascist’ Popular Front policy right
through to the summer of 1939,
Stalin had begun to sound out
the possibility of a deal with
Hitler much earlier.

The military purges of June
1937, which wiped out a section
of the Red Army leadership
favouring military agreement with
France anticipated Stalin’s pact
more than two years later.

But for Khrushchev, who was
at this time excluded from the
ruling clique around Stalin, the
n}(l:“ﬁi of the pact was a bomb-
shell.

Stalin had reached a ‘peaceful coexistence’ agreement with Hitler.

And here too, he is very frank
about Stalin’s policies and
motives. Official Stalinist his-
tories refer to the pact as simply
one - of ‘non-aggression’. But
Khrushchev thought differently:

‘It was very hard for us—as
Communists, as anti-fascists . . .
to accept the idea of joining
forces with Germany. [Emphasis
added.]

Paradox

It was difficult enough for us
to accept this paradox our-
selves. It would have been im-
possible to explain it to the man
in the street.

sTherefore we couldn’t admit
outright that we had reached an
agreement on' peaceful co-exist-
ence with Hitler.

‘Co-existence would have been
possible with the Germans in
general but not with the Hitlerite
fascists ...’

Not only was the Soviet Union
terribly compromised in' the eyes '
of millions of workers all over
the world as a result of Stalin’s
deal with the butchers of the
German labour movement, but it
also enabled Hitler to prepare for
his future invasion of the USSR.

The Nazis gained most from

the trade. and economic a| -
ments % ich followed™ fhe g&&‘}
ing of the pact, as Khrushchev
admits:

‘According to the treaty, we

Stalin with Khrushchev in 1937,

were supposed to give the Ger-
mans a certain amount of wheat,
oil, and other products. We made
all our deliveries punctually.’

The Nazis, on the other hand,
did everything they could to
slow down the deliveries of the
goods to the Soviet Union.

Another side to the’ Stalin-
Hitler pact kept secret by the
Kremlin was its collaboration
with the Nazi Gestapo after the
partition of Poland.

Conference

There have been claims that
Stalin’s NKVD (successors to the

" GPU) met Gestapo leaders for a

conference in Krakow, some time
in 19540.

Though Khrushchev does not
refer to such a meeting, he does
mendion the activities of NKVD
bosg/in the Ukraine, I. A, Serov,
whollater added to his notoriety
by carrying out Stalin’s order to
depdrt six Soviet national minor-
ities{ to central Asia:

‘Serov’s duties required him
to have contacts with. the
Gestapo. A Gestapo representa.
tive used to come to Lvov on
official business. . . .

‘I don’t know what sort of a
network the Gestapo had in the
Ukraine, but it was extensive.
The cover [i.e., pretext] for this
network was an exchange agree-
ment whereby people on German-
occupied territory who wanted to
return to their homes in the
former Polish territory now
occupied by Soviet troops were
allowed to do so. ...

But there was also a consider-
able traffic in the other direction
as well, a fact that speaks
volumes for the repressive
national policies of the Stalinist
regime in the Ukraine.

_ Khrushchey goes on to relate
a scene described to him by
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Se‘rov: — it defends the nationalized pro- ‘I won’t deny that it created little mixed up (the Tories came Pride, not shame, for
“There are long lines stand- perty relations of the Soviet certain difficulties for us when to power in 1951, more than a

ing outside the place where Union by its own, reactionary anti-Soviet elements stirred up a year before Stalin’s death), the Khrushchev.

people register for permission to methods, only prepares their gitical situation in Poland and . following passagehis also wllery

return to Polish  territory. eventual overthrow by imperial- ungary. indicative of the Kremlin's .
<«“When I took a closer look I ism unless the worlging class .Of ‘While we were dealing with approgch to the leaders of the .:\fter his famous clash

was shocked to see that most the advance capitalist countries those problems [Khrushchev ~ world’s oldest imperialist power: with the Labour Party

of the people in line were mem-
bers of the Jewish population.

‘“They were bribing the Ges-
tapo agents to let them leave as
soon as possible to return to their
orginial home . . .”’

Bribes

Comments Khrushchev:

‘The Gestapo agents were
eagerly accepting the bribes, get-
ting rich, and shipping these
people straight to the gas
chambers. There was nothing we
could do to stop them. . . .

‘Nothing we could do . .
and yet these revolting scenes
took place on Soviet - ruled
territory !

THE LITTLE that Khru-
shchev reveals about
Stalin’s relations with
Hitler during the period
of the Nazi-Soviet pact is
quite enough to con-
demn it as the Kremlin’s
most squalid manoeuvre
of all.

And though Khrushchev
tries to argue that the Party
leadership was prepared for
war with Hitler, everything
he reveals both here and in
his ‘Secret Speech’ proves
the opposite.

Hiding
Describing the events of June
22, 1941, the day that Hitler
launched his ‘blitzkrieg’ across
the Soviet frontier, Khrushchev
writes:

‘When the

’

enemy first
launched the invasion, we
received orders from Moscow
not to shoot back. Our leaders
issued this strange command
because they thought that pos-
sibly the artillery fire was a pro-
vocation on the part of some
German field commander acting
independently of Hitler [so Stalin
saw Hitler as a restraining influ-
ence on the enemies of the
.Soviet Union!].

~ ‘In other words, Stalin was so
afraid of war that even when
the Germans tried to take us
by surprise and wipe out our
resistance, Stalin convinced him-
self that Hitler would keep his
,w05d and wouldn’t really attack
us.

“While Stalin went into hiding
from his other Politbureau mem-
bers, giving up the war as lost,
the Soviet working class stepped
into the breach:

‘The workers from the “Lenin
Forge” and other factories around
Kiev came to the [Ukrainian]
Central Committee in droves,
asking for rifles so that they
could fight back against the
invaders.’

But when Khrushchev phones
Moscow for weapons, all he gets
is Malenkov's scornful reply:

‘“You'd better give up any
thought of getting, rifles from
us . . . [They've] all been sent to
Leningrad . . .

Slave camps

And so Kiev was lost, with the
Nazis taking around half a mil-
lion Soviet prisoners of war.
Nearly all of them were either
killed on the spot or worked to
death in the slave camps of
Nazi Germany.

The bulk of what Khrushchev
has to say about the war itself
is non-controversial and largely
confirms the accounts published
in the war memoirs of Red Army
leaders.

Almost  without exception,
theirs and Khrushchev’s account
of the war gives even more
weight to Trotsky’s thesis that
the Stalinist bureaucracy, because

achieves a decisive breakthrough.

This position, confirmed to
the hilt by the near-defeat of the
Soviet Union during the Ilast
war, is given added emphasis
now that imperialism possesses
the means to obliterate the
workers’ states from the face of
the earth.

The only Ilong-term, sure

guarantee against the imperialist
overthrow of the Soviet Union
remains the spread of the 1917
imperi-

revolution to advanced
alist states.

Stalinism strikes two blows at

refers here to the Kkilling of
20,000 Hungarian workers by the
Kremlin’s invasion force] second
echelon English and French
diplomats in London and Paris
met with our embassy people
over a cup of coffee or a glass of
wine and said:

Liquidate

‘“You seem to have some
trouble on your hands in Poland
and Hungary. We understand
how it is sometimes. We're
having some troubles of our own
in Egypt [this was of course the
time of the British-French-Israeli

Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill meet in Teheran Conference, 1943.

the Soviet Union. First it under-
mines the USSR’s defence capa-
city and the functioning of the
economy, both by continued
bungling and its repression of
all’ political initiative in the
working class, youth and intellec-
tuals.

Secondly, by pursuing its goal
of a world-wide agreement with
imperialism to maintain the
status quo (this was the essence
of all Stalin’s diplomatic deals),
the ‘bureaucracy acts as a
counter-revolutionary force inside
the workers’ movement of the
capitalist countries.

Breaking strikes and betray-
ing revolutions in order to pre-
serve the status quo with world
imperialism is a necessary and
logical consequence of Stalinism.

Acting as world policeman for
imperialism, it encourages the
imperialists to mount new attacks
on their own working class, so
clearing the way eventually for
an offensive against the Soviet
Union itself.

‘Excesses’

This was the path followed by
Hitler, and the present leaders
of world imperialism undoubtedly
glg]ndto succeed where the Nazis
ailed.

Khrushchev quite accidently
helps to throw light on these
aspects of Stalinist policy.

Though critical of his men-
tor’s so-called ‘excesses’, he pur-
sued the same policy of ‘socialism
in one country’ (only now it was
called ‘peaceful co-existence’)
once he seized the reigns of
power.

We find Khrushchev at his
most interesting when he is talk-
ing about his contacts with
imperialist statesmen.

Like Stalin, he is obviously

flattered to meet them on equal

terms, and also like Stalin,
pleased to find out that there
are many problems they seem
to have in common.

For example, he takes up a
whole chapter trying to prove
that the Hungarian workers’
revolution of 1956 was a fascist
—and/or imperialist — inspired
putsch from beginning to end.

His arguments are so putrid
it is not worthwhile even refut-
ing them. For in the very next
chapter, he does so himself!

The whole passage must be
reproduced to capture the full
flavour of secret diplomacy at its
most cynical:

invasion of Suez, almost exactly
synchronized with the Kremlin’s
rape of Hungary].

‘“Let’s” have a tacit under-
standing between us that you'll
liquidate your difficulties by
whatever means you see fit, and
you won't interfere while we do
the same”.’ :

So much for the ‘fascist
counter-revolution’ in Hungary, a

“counter-revolution’ which 'found

imperialism urging on the Krem-
lin to crush it as quickly as pos-
sible!

Several months before this
exchange, Khrushchev had visited
Britaii at the head of a top-
line Kremlin delegation.

His views on the Tories are
entirely in keeping with Stalin’s
own high regard for Churchill,
and statements by the Kremlin
welcoming Heath'’s election vic-
tory of June 18, 1970.

Progressive
Though he gets his dates a

. fers

‘Our relations with Great
Britain were only slightly
improved after Stalin’s death,

when the Labourites came to see
us and opened discussion on vari-
ous matters.

‘Then the Conservatives
replaced the Labourites, and
Eden became Prime Minister. {In
fact, Eden only took over from
Churchill as PM after the Tory’s
1955 election victoryl].

‘We considered Eden rela-
tively progressive for a Conser-
vative’. (This is the Stalinist
myth of the ‘progressive Tory’ so
pursued and beloved by the
leadegs of the British CP.)

.

. . . Eden’s return to power
gave us hope that we would be
able to improve relations with
Great Britain.’

The Kremlin so clearly pre-
direct dealings with the
leaders of British imperialism, it
rejoices when the Tories inflict
election defeats on their Labour
opponents.

True to this policy, the
British CP called for a continua-
tion of the National Government
under Churchill after the last
war.

Today we see the leaders of
the same Communist Party (and
in many cases they are the same
leaders!) refusing to fight for
the mobilization of the working
class for a General Strike to
make the Tories resign.

Moscow wants the Tories in,
and the Gollans and the Ramel-
sons, with their dangerous slogan
‘kill the Bill’, are doing their
best to keep them there.

Settlement

They are calling, in effect, for
a Tory government minus the
Bill, or in other words, a Tory

. government of Edens.

But with the British and
world imperialist system going
into ever-deeper crisis, a
crisis that demands a settlement
of accounts with the working
class, there can today be only
a Tory government of reaction,
preparing the way, if it is not
defeated, for even more dicta-
torial forms of rule.

THE DEGREE of inti-
macy reached between
the so-called ‘com-
munists’ of the Kremlin

‘and the Tories of Down-
S a source ,°f~

ing St

Executive (Stalin’s arrest and
murder of E European Social
Democrats after the war had
been the cause of the row),
Khrushchev was approached
sympathetically by Eden:

‘“] told you that you'd be
better off dealing with the Con-
servatives. Those Labourites are
just impossible.”’

Eden's attitude was perfectly
understandable. After all, Stalin
hadn’t shot any Tories!

Then there ensued the cele-
brated exchange that has since
become part of Stalinist folklore:

‘We jokingly told Eden  that
we were trying to make up our
minds about which Paity to join.
He laughed and said, “I'd
strongly urge that you choose
the Conservatives”. “We'll think
it over. Perhaps we’ll do as you
suggest”’.’

Khrushchev’s attitude towards
the British Tories was typical of

the Kremlin’s dealings with
imperialism.

Given the choice, it would
almost always prefer to deal

directly with the ruling class of a
capitalist country, preferably with
a regime firmly in the saddle.

This was certainly Stalin’s
policy towards Germany, where
he actually helped Hitler to
power by his ultra-left policy of
attacking the social democrats
(called ‘social fascists’) as the
main enemy.

Once in power, Stalin hoped
that Hitler would be encouraged
to turn westwards against France
and Britain, hitherto .the Soviet
Union’s most determined enemies.

The policies of the Communist
International during this  period
(1930-1934) were designed to
promote Stalin’s secret diplo-
macy.

"They had nothing to do with
the actual course of the class
struggle in each  capitalist
country.

After a three-year period of
flirtation with the ‘democratic’
imperialists of France, Britain
and the USA, Stalin finally con-
summated his German policy
with his Hitler pact—with results
that Khrushchev describes in
earlier sections of his boo]

In these later chapters, ru-
shchev lets slip a phrase that
shows him to be trained in the
same strategy school as Stalin.

Commenting on the 1955
Geneva Conference (his first
venture into the field of world
diplomacy) he makes this remark
out the French del ion:

Churchill and Stalin, flanked by Eden and Molotov in Moscow, 1944, map out division of Europe.






























