INDEPENDINT SOCTALIST LEZAGUR
114 W, LLth Streot;
New York, N.Y,

June 11, 1951

TO ALL BRAUCEES:
TO ALL ¥3HBERS1 |
RE: AMENDMENT TO THE RZSOLUTION OF THS
UFITED STATES.

~ Dear\ Comrades:

E»A‘btac‘xed hersto is an mendment to the Resolution on the Un:.ted Statese This
amendment was introduced at a meetirg of the Political Committee., After a
-considerable discussion in conneotion with the adoption of a resolution on
‘this question the following aotions occurred.

>A. That saction on Page 8 be ginmng with the first paragraph: "the advocacy of
and Independert Labor Partyeess " down to the end of the paragraph, was rejected
by the PC, in edopting the resolution as a wholes

Be The attached emendmont was proposed to replaca that paragreph on pége Be
This emendmsut was not adopted as the vote in the PC ermed in a tie votas

_ Therefore the matters will oome befors the NC plenum prior to the convention and
" will thereafter coms before the convention for a vote. It is presented now
- for disocussion and consideratione '

Fraternally yours,

- Albert Getes,
Sec 'y.

:"('o!i..%’ .



A
AEAFDUZNT TO T30 RISCLUTION: "OF THS SITUATICH IF THS UNITID STATRS M
Page 8, Begimming with the first peragraphs

The advocacy of an Independent Labor Party romains unsquivoocally the principal
political slopgan, the axis of all the political work of the ISL, whioh reiterates
its pledge to give unconditional support to such a party and its candidates even
before it has adopted a socialist program and leadarship. Howsver, the ISL is
aviare of tho possibility that the labor movemsnt may well pass through ons or
more transitional stagzes between its precent allsgiance to bourgeois political
parties and the fomation of a politieal party of its owne The ISL takes no doge
metic position on the quasticn of these transitional stazes. On the corntrary, at
evary stage which represents to any degree a breach between ths labor movemen’
and the bourgeois parties, or which offers the possibility of sharpeniny the in-
‘herent conflict betwsen tle political i:terests of the working olass and those of
the bourgeois parties, the ISL will weloome, encouragze ard stimulate the forward
step, no matter how hesitant, partial or even comused it may be at firste. Zven
in those cases where the forward step epre ars initially in the form of a confliot
between the interssts enmd aspirations of.the labor of ;101qldom, on the one side,
and those of the bourgeois political meohines, on the other, the ISL will seeck
-to intervens in order to explain to ths workers the deeper arnd truer meaning of
the confliot, to widen it, amd by supporting the rep resentatives of the labor
oveme nt agalnst these of the bourgeois political parties, help to advance the
- olass oonsoiousness aml self-relisnce of the workers toward the formation of their
~own independent partye The feot that the basic conflict between the classes takss
the form, at certain stages, of & rivalry between bureaucracies, indicates that
" the conflict is still &t a primitive stage but does not alter the fact of the
“oonflicts  Such for example was the motlvation of the ISL in urging its friends
“to enroll in the Liberal Party in Néw York to educate and work for independent
working class politiecs despite all the shortcomings of that party end despite
the faot that it is not at all a Labor Party but a party buresmoratically based
upon a rarrow section of the union movement linked up with a small number of
" neighborhood olubs, It was with the aim of moving this perty toward indepndemse
that the ISL called for an indspendent candidate for moyor on the Liberal Party
ticket. A similar polioy would be lndicated wherever the labtor movement or sec-
tions of it moved tovard the formation of local indeperdent political parties even
if those were not at the outset constituted as lhbor parties , fully independont
end democratic in structure and poliey; or wherever the labor movement ran its
.ovm candidates in tho elections independsnt of tle +two old partiess The ISL
proposes thot such independent ocandidates enter the field and would support them
against tleir capital ist opponents viewing such steps as the first hesitent moves
tovward a genoral separation of lebor from the capital ist partiese In all such
situations it is the action of the wrking elass for independence with which the
/ ISL is concerned it is tho movement for d complete break with bourgeois pertiss
- and the establishment of a quor Party upon dhich the ISL conoentratas its atten-
- tione :

there tho unions or the labor bursaucrats do not movs toward a break from the
bourgeois partiss (in particular, the Democratic Farty) they continue te function
within these partiocs in coalition with ons wing of the bourgeoils machines against
another and in no sense "independontly"., The laubor buresusracy, at presant,
collaborates inside ths Democratic party with its liberal wing and et soms points
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Jockeys for greator rocon’nition and ful-lcr "ropresentation" es its price for contire
ued collahorationg ) In the samo VoY, ths lobor buresan-
orscy participabes in all govemmant aganﬂles ard in the war boards while &t the
same time it demonds a groater voice and more representation ‘in its oouncils.,

Thus, even in the course of clmss collaboration, the antagonisms hetwsen the lahor
‘bureaucrac on the one hand and the bourgeois state and bourgeois parties on the
other réemain as a striking symptom of those class conflicts whioh will finally lasd
to a rupture betwesn labor and the oapitalist olasse

Whenever these antagonisms burst out into the open, tho ISL, in the interests of
an effactive progiam for the labor movenent, takes tho opportunity to call for en
-end of the self-defecting policy of elass collaboration and the initiation of a

.. program of militant working oless independeme. During the age Stabilization

. Crisis, for example, the ISL heildd the resignation of labor deb gates from the War
Boards, argued against their return, and oalled for the c:ntinuation and extension
" of the move into a bresk with the' Trumen Administration end the "Fair Dail"

" Demooratse Similarly, in the case of any conflict inside the Democratic Party
where the maloontent of the labor l.eaders or of the workers is evidenced, the ISL
oalls inot for greater "representation" of labor within it but for a break fron ite

VWhere the unions are in faet forced into a serious confliot with their Democratic
"allies, the real tendency tha t develops is not at all toward primary fights in
‘the Democratic Party or toward demands for greater representation within it but
toward a bresk from it and toward the search for new political formse So it was in
19,78 in preparation for the 1948 elections, when the UAYW, voieing the mood of
the wide sections of the union movement, ocalled for ths formation of a new pro-
grossive partys So it was during the reoat wage orisis, vhen leading labor offici.
ais again voioced their threat of forming a new partys So it was at the 1951 UAW
convention where no one proposed a fight to elect labor candidates in Demooratis
primaries but where the delegates applauded open attacks on the Truman Adminisw
tration and the "liberal Damocrats, end voted in large numbers for the defeated
-minority resolution for the formation of an independent labor parbtys

‘Where the unions do participats in primary fights, they merely continue their old
~polisy of alliance with a wing of the Democratic partye The convention rejects
“the proposal thaet the ISL or its friends advocate or support laber?s contesting
"in the primariss of the bourbeo}s parties anl rejeots support to candidates .
running on the tickst of the bburgeois parties. The position of the Nationsl
Committee on this que stion is therafore reversedes

(Then oontinue on in the resolution with the paragraph on the bottom of page 8
beginning: "If the main taskesess
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