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The proposals put forward in this book, we believe,
correspond with the aims of millions in our
country, who want a free, happy and Socialist
Britain.

The Communist Party is devoting itself to the
spread of these ideas and is in urgent need of
financial help to cover the cost of its campaigning.
May we appeal to you to contribute to the Com-
munist Party’s Fighting Fund?

Please send contributions to Harry Pollitt, 16 King
Street, London, W.C 2.
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In 1944 we published How To Win The Peace, by Harry
Pollitt. In this, there was advanced an analysis of the
position at the end of the Second World War and a policy
which, had it been subsequently adopted and put into
operation in good time, would have avoided many of the
problems now before the British people.

For its successful application, that policy required the
unity of the Big Three and the consistent pressure and
struggle of the people against the Tory rea_ct.ionary and pro-
fascist forces which Harry Pollitt warned at that time would
fight bitterly for the retention of their power and privilege.

Today it is Wall Street and American Big Business which
is leading the reactionary drive. But that has only been
possible because of the policy of the Labour Government.

This new book by Harry Pollitt explains why Britain’s
situation has become worse, and what must be done to save
the position while there is yet time.

It has been written in full confidence that the British
working class can and will save the nation and in conse-
quence has been given the title, Looking Ahead.
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INTRODUCTION

Surprise is sometimes expressed that the people of Britain
have been called upon to go through experiences that they never
dreamed would be their fate. There was a complacent beliei
that the course of Britain’s economic evolution would always be
up and up. Great play was made with contrasting the special
conditions formerly enjoyed by a privileged aristocracy of the
working class in Britain with those obtaining in other countries
Endless were the boasts about our British way of life, our British
way of muddling through at the last minute.

Yet long, long ago, some Communists saw exactly what had
been the fundamental cause of Britain’s former prosperity; and,
perhaps more important, they saw also exactly what the position
of Britain’s workers would be and the serious problems they
would have to face as other imperialist rivals developed their
productive resources and as the colonial peoples rose in revolt
for their national independence.

Look at what Friedrich Engels, the great Communist leader
and co-worker of Marx, wrote in 1881:

“The fact can no longer be shirked that England’s industrial
monopoly is fast on the wane. If the *enlightened ® middle class
think it their interest to hush it up, let the working class boldly look
it in the face, for it interests them more than even their * betters.’
These may for a long time yet remain the bankers and the money-
lenders of the world, as the Venetians and the Dutch in their decay
had done before them. But what is to become of the * hands ' when
England’s immense export trade begins to shrink down every year
instead of expanding? If the removal of the iron shipbuilding trade
from the Thames to the Clyde was sufficient to reduce the whole
East-End of London to chronic pauperism, what will the virtual
removal of all the staple trades of England across the Atlantic do
for England?

5



6 INTRODUCTION

“ It will do one great thing: it will break the last link which still
hinds the English working class to the English middle class.* This
link was their common working of a national monopoly. That
monopoly once destroyed, the British working class will be compelled
to take in hand its own interests, its own salvation, and to make an
end to the wages system. Let us hope it will not wait until then.”
(The Labour Standard, London, June 18, 1881).

The development of imperialism delayed the crisis for the
capitalist class, but it has made it even more serious and
profound. Today the British working class is indeed “com-
pelled to take in hand its own salvation,” if Britain is to survive
as a great, independent nation.

Engels’ foresight nearly seventy years ago should give us all
the more confidence in the Marxist method of analysis in tackling
our problems.- And let this quotation remind us, too, that it
is just when the capitalist class is unable to go on ruling in the
old way and is trying to preserve its power by selling out the
national interests of the country that the working class has the
opportunity and responsibility to take the leadership of the whole
nation, to bring the country out of the crisis in the way that
strengthens democracy and speeds the fight for Socialism.

It is time the Labour movement woke up to the fact that
Britain is no longer the greatest imperialist power, that we can
no longer wipe our boots on other nations, and that no one is
going to present the British people with a standard of life above
the rest of the world without any particular effort on our part.

The basic causes of Britain’s weakened position in the world,
and of some of its immediate difficulties, can soon be explained.
We have not only to face the losses and sacrifices entailed by
two world wars in such a short space of time. We inherit an
economic and industrial system which has been shaped by
close on 70 vears of imperialist tribute from other countries.
Now, the basis of Britain’s imperialist power has been fatally
weakened by the growing strength of American imperialism, by

* Engels here uses ‘“ middle class™ as equivalent to ** capitalists
(middle between the landed aristocracy and the workers).
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the rising revolt of the colonial peoples, and by the advance of
the movement towards Socialism.

Ours was the first country in the world to become
industrialised.  British engineers, textile manufacturers, railway
builders blazed the trail for the whole world. A hundred years
ago Britain was * the forge of the world, the world’s banker, and
the world’s workshop.” The trade of the world during this
period pivoted on Great Britain,

But Britain could not keep a monopoly of industrial technique
and commercial power. By 1870 both Germany and America
were dangerous competitors, and British industry suffered a great
depression after which it never recovered its old supremacy.

In the years between 1880 and 1914, British capitalists turned
more and more towards investment of their stored-up profits
overseas, in the colonies and “new™ countries, instead of
modernising the industries on which their former strength had
been built. British investments abroad rose from £600 millions
in 1870, to £4.000 millions by 1914, Exports were increased by
means of foreign lending. As one of our best-known historians,
Professor Clapham, put it:

* Resources were turned towards foreign investment, rather than
to the rebuilding of the dirty towns of Britain, because foreign
investment seemed more remunerative.”

The exploitation of the Empire and the enlargement of it by
war and annexation so as to save these foreign investments
became the main concern of our rulers. Between 1870 and 1900
another five million square miles were added to the British
Empire.

During the First World War, the U.S.A. made tremendous
productive advances compared with Britain, and emerged as
the strongest capitalist power. Britain, after a brief post-war
boom, sank into the heaviest unemployment and depression in
the memory of the British working class. The Tory slogan was:
“The wages of all workers must come down.” The Geddes axe
fell, with all those enforced economies in social services that
only hit the working class; the miners and engineers were locked
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out, wages did come down with a bang, vet Britain’s trade did
not revive.

Between the two wars Britain never reached a real boom.
The years 1929 and 1937 were vears of moderate prosperity
which did little to lift the shadow over the coalfields, the cotton
towns and the shipbuilding districts. From 1921 to 1938, on
the average 14 workers in every 100 were unemployed. In the
years from 1931 to 1939 the basic industrial areas of Britain
became the distressed, depressed, derelict areas. Jarrow achieved
an unenviable notoriety as evidence of the destruction of a once
dense and prosperous industrial area. Instead of restoring
production and employment on the North-East Coast,
Lancashire, South Wales, and Clydeside, the monopoly capitalists
kept up their profits by restricting production and keeping up
prices. Only the light and luxury trades prospered, while the
basic industries decayed.

The proportion of British workers employed in manufacturing
industries fell from 51 per cent in 1923 to 47 per cent in 1938.
The numbers in distribution, on the other hand, rose from 1}
million in 1923 to over 2 million in 1938—from one in every
eleven insured workers to one in every seven. As the authors of
The Social Structure of England so pertinently noted:

“ The trend was away from the land, the mine, and the quay, to
the shop, the office and place of entertainment.”

In the 1930s, Britain had a higher proportion of the people
employed in administration, domestic service, and such like
unproductive work, and a smaller proportion in productive
industry and agriculture than any other country in the world.*

Between 1913 and 1937 the volume of British industrial output
grew only 21.9 per cent as compared with 56.9 per cent in the
United States of America.

Compared with the industries of other countries, our basic
industries lagged behind. The facts which prove this are not
given to join in the defeatist chorus: * Britain is finished,” but
so that there shall be no illusions about the state of British

* League of Nations, 1946, Industrialisation and World Trade.
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economy. Let it be made quite clear that the present economic
supremacy of the United States of America is not a proof of the
superior efficiency of *free™ capitalism, because it is as
temporary as British nineteenth-century economic supremacy
was, and is subject to the same problems of impending crisis and
bankruptcy, as is already clearly to be seen.

Before the Second World War output per hour worked in the
industry of America was nearly three times that of British.
During the Second World War, British production increased by
25 per cent, but American production in the same period more
than doubled. During the Second World War Britain suffered
damage and dislocation of her industry in the bombing, but
America emerged unscathed. Although some branches of
British engineering, steel and shipbuilding were re-equipped,
many important basic industries, such as cotton, wool, power
stations, gasworks, railways, mines, were starved of equipment
and badly run down. The mines, which exported thirty to forty
million tons of coal before the Second World War, had lost
so much manpower and machinery that they could not produce
even the minimum requirements of British industry. Meanwhile
the capacity of American industry increased by 40 per cent—its
steel industry alone added more to its productive capacity than
the whole of the British steel industry possesses.

By 1946, when British industry was painfully struggling to
achieve a normal peacetime level of output in the basic industries,
production in the U.S.A. was 70 to 80 per cent above pre-war.
Latest figures show output in the U.S.A. per worker in steel two
to three times the British, in woollen textiles double, in cotton
three times, in motor cars five times ours; horse power installed
per individual worker is over twice as great as in Britain.

Before the war, Britain could barely pay her way in the world.
International trade, unplanned and chaotic, never recovered from
the effects of the world slump of 1929-31, and Britain’s share of
that trade was further reduced. By 1936-38, exports were only
paying for just over half our imports. The rest was partly
covered by shipping services, income from banking and insurance
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services, and interest and dividend on overseas investments.
Despite this, however, there was a deficit in the total balance
amounting to £36,000,000 a year. British capitalism was exposed
as living on its past fat, and not able to add to it. Dyson’s ™ fat
man " was in fact undergoing a compulsory course of slimming.

During the war, British export trade shrunk to less than a
third of pre-war volume; there was a net loss of a quarter of
our shipping tonnage. Roughly a third of the overseas invest-
ments of British capitalists (including most of those in American
countries) were sold to finance purchases from the U.S.A. before
lend-lease began, Up to June 1945, £1,100,000,000 had been
sold. Britain ended the war with a gross debt to other countries
of some £3,355,000,000, which has now risen to some
£5,000,000,000. This includes the American and Canadian Loans,
interest and repayments due on which amount to £45,000,000
per year. The net income from British overseas investments,
after deducting payments due to foreigners on their investments
in Britain, has fallen from £185,000,000 in 1938 to £80,000,000
in 1946. The increase in exports needed to pay for loss of invest-
ment income and to meet the charges on overseas debt is in the
region of 40 per cent.

In 1938 Britain could still pay for nine-tenths of imports out
of her own resources. In 1946, in spite of the great export drive,
we paid for only two-thirds of our imports—quite apart from
the fact that we had large debts and were not able to pay any-
thing off them. Of the adverse balance of payments of
£400,000,000, over £200,000,000 was for overseas military
expenditure, the cost of armies in the Middle East, India,
Malaya, Greece, as well as the occupation of Germany.

1t is time we faced the extremely grave situation. that these
facts reveal, both in our present and future interests. Because
unless the nation understands the nature of the difficulties, and
what exactly each citizen has to do to help overcome them,
irrespective of whose corns are trodden on, we are going to get
nowhere—or rather we are—we shall become the slaves and
cannon fodder of the United States of America.
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In the past, the right wing leaders of the Labour movement
have relied on the strength of “ their own ™ imperialists to keep
Britain’s economy going, and seen their job as being to secure
special conditions for a small privileged section of the British
workers while the shamelul exploitation of the colonial peoples
was intensified.

The left section of the Labour movement supported the
struggles of the Irish, Indian and other colonial peoples, but they
were not the majority and the right wing successfully supported
the imperialists in holding on to their possessions by brute force.
Today the Morrisons and Bevins, representing the traditional
reactionary right wing of the Labour movement, are no less
determined to keep as much as they can of the “Jolly Old
Empire ”, to “ socialise the profit motive 7, and to conciliate the
imperialists.

The Labour movement must be brought back to a stern sense
of realities—to get back to the old pioneering Socialist spirit
when self counted for nothing, when careerism was not thought
of, when cutting a figure in Parliament was not the only aim,
when sacrifice was honourably undertaken as a duty, when
service to the workers was not looked upon as something to be
publicised or rewarded. We have to end a position where the
rich are still able to say, “ All's well, the sound and fury is only
stage thunder . The rich must be made aware that their system
of robbing and plunder and their power to exploit others is to
be ended.

But I am forgetting we have a Labour Government which
wishes to be all things to all men, and thinks that anything smack-
ing of a class approach is unseemly. Even if we lose our
independence as a sovereign nation, even if we adopt the * Star
Spangled Banner ” as our new National Anthem, even if we all
chew gum instead of the Spanish root to which the tobacco tax
has reduced millions, please do not rob Sir Stafford of his
favourite austerity peroration; do not stop Ernest Bevin from
making his favourite comparison between * free Britain™ and
the * Tsarist Police State.”
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And vyet, surveying the situation as it is, and not
as we should like 1t to be or as it may appear in seaside sun
glasses, can we really afford to go on in the present happy-go-
lucky manner? Once such a new approach is made to all our
present problems, the nettle will be grasped. Then all the
humbug and pretence about the victory of the * British middle
path,” the “ way of life ” of Britain and its abhorrence of any-
thing but a beatific liberalism, will give place to an understanding
that we face a worse situation from the standpoint of our present
and future interests than we did at Dunkirk, and someone will
have the courage to come forward and declare to the nation:

“Tt is necessary. that the Government should be given complete
control over persons and property. Not just some persons or some
particular class of the community, but over all persons—rich or poor,
employer or worker—and all property.”

And if you exclaim: “ This is going too far! What will kind
President Truman, who wants to help us as well as the Greeks
and the Turks, think?” We can only reply that it was said by
Clement Attlee, M.P., at present Prime Minister, when he made
his first pronouncement as Deputy Prime Minister in Churchill’s
Government on May 22, 1940.

And if you say: “1 don't like vour style; vou are too bitter,
too drastic,” then please remember what you thought Britain
and the world would be like when once we had defeated fascism.

I cannot forget what we all said during the Second World War,
whether in the factory, the trench, the ship, the plane, or the
air-raid shelter: ** Never again!” We meant it to apply to poverty,
class privileges and the contrast between rich and poor. Ail
this tremendous sacrifice was not undergone to make Britain
safe for Max Intrator’s clients and President Truman.

We must mean it now and act up to it, whatever the cost to
ourselves, whatever the price demanded, the exertion required,
the sacrifice needed. For our country is again in danger, and it 1s
now the duty and the honour of the working class, above all
other sections of the community. to set the example in proving
that Britain, despite its difficulties and problems, is not down
and out, that its most glorious pages are about to be written.



CHAPTER. 1
THE WORLD ADVANCE TO SOCIALISM

Serious as the times are, it is very encouraging, however, to
note the splendid progress which the international working-class
movement has made during the last ten years. I say this because
nowadays there are so many moaners and croakers around, so
many who still underestimate all that the defeat of fascism has
meant, and do not understand the great change in the balance
of forces between the working class and the capitalist class, to
the immediate and lasting advantage of the workers.

Who would have thought in 1940 to 1941, when Hitler’s armies
were marching triumphantly through Europe, when nation after
nation went down before the Nazi hordes, when every capital
city but Moscow and London displayed the flags of the fascist

conquerors, that the situatien in 1947 could be so entirely
different?

But already in 1935 Georgi Dimitrov warned not only of the
danger of fascism, but declared what would be the positive out-
come of its defeat:

* Fascism, which appeared as the result of the decline of the
capitalist system, in the long run acts as a factor of its further
disintegration. Thus fascism, which has undertaken to bury Marxism,
the revolutionary movement of the working class, is, as a result of
the dialectics of life and the class struggle, itself leading to the
further development of the forces that are bound to serve as iis
gravediggers, the gravediggers of capitalism.”

Yes, the victory over fascism, although it was achieved as a
result of the united efforts of democratic capitalist countries and
the Socialist Soviet Union, has resulted in an all-round weaken-
ing of the capitalist system, and an all-round strengthening of
Socialism and the tendencies and developments towards it
throughout the world. This is what explains the apparently
overnight change of policy on the part of all the enemies of
Socialism, immediately the Second World War was won. They
understood better than many in the Labour movement how deep

13



14 LOOKING AHEAD

were the political changes which the fight against fascism had
developed. The enemies of the working class know that now far
more than one-sixth of the world is withdrawn from capitalist
exploitation, that capitalism faces a tremendous economic crisis
in the next few years which will be in sharp contrast with the
rising production in the Soviet Union and in those new demo-
cracies in Europe whose productive resources are planned to
meet the needs of their peoples. They know, too, that now
colonial peoples, and their own working class as well, will
strengthen their fight to seek a way out from capitalist exploita-
tion through their advance towards Socialism.

In Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Rumania,
Albania, there are now new types of Governments which, in
spite of all obstacles, have carried through sweeping agrarian
reforms and nationalised the key industries; following on this
they have launched national economic plans which in a few years
from now will have resulted in the complete reorganisation of
their economies, and will enormously accelerate the drive
towards new Socialist societies in accordance with the traditions
and conditions existing in these countries.

The Polish Three Year Plan, the Czechoslovak Two Year Plan,
the Yugoslav Five Year Plan, the Bulgarian Two Year Plan, the
Albanian Plan—all these plans give their people the certainty
that, whatever hardships they have endured, a brighter future
lies before them. The Hungarian Plan, too, initiated by the
Communist Party in that country, but discussed, elaborated and
agreed upon by the main political parties, including (and let it be
noted) the Smallholders Party, was to begin in August this year.

In Hungary and Finland, too, the greatly strengthened
working-class and democratic forces are battling to steer their
countries along the course of democracy in face of tough
opposition from internal and foreign reaction.

Sometimes I think we all underestimate the gigantic character
of the revelutionary changes which have taken place in Central
and Eastern Europe. Gone are kings, feudal barons, and
military dictatorships; the former powder magazine of Europe
has vanished for ever: and in their place are rapidly developing
democratic and Socialist nations, from which we in Britain are
going to learn very much indeed in the next few years.

The reactionary Press, and also Labour leaders like Attlea
and Bevin, condemn all these new political and progressive
developments as being a new kind of “dictatorship.” 1 wish
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this type of person, who so glibly talks about ** mothers crooning
over their babies” or misleads the Yorkshire miners at their
Annual Gala, could have known what it meant to be a worker
or small peasant, or a progressive student, under the pre-war
Balkan dictatorships. 1 wish they could have known the poverty
of the Polish peasant, or the prisons of the Bulgarian and Yugo-
slav secrst police.

Today in these countries the workers rule, and T for one am
going to shed no tears either about that, or the measures these
same workers take to protect their new life and forms of
government.

Today in these countries there are new people’s armies, a new
type of civil servant, new kinds of Ministers and Ambassadors.
The managers of nationalised industry there are closer to the
people than ours are, and because of all this the people naturally
feel that it is their country, that they really own it; and that is
why they are performing such miracles to reconstruct the whole
of their industrial and agricultural life, and why they remain so
dignified and calm despite a note of warning from a Marshall or
a Bevin.

In considering the new constructive part played by the new
democracies in Europe, both for their own peoples and as their
contribution to world economic prosperity, unity and peace, we
need again to remind ourselves that reaction never gives up.

After the great revolutionary changes which have taken place
throughout the Balkans, it wouldn’t be in accord with all past
experience if reaction made no efforts to try and stage a come-
back. Of course it will. But now it meets with the united
resistance of people who have no intention of ever again going
back to the old, bad, dark days, not even to please either Fleet
Street sensationalism or writers of Ruritanian musical comedies.

I doubt, however, if there has been anything quite so
despicable in modern journalism as the shameful attempts to
misrepresent the legitimate steps which a number of Balkan
Governments have had to take. We have seen this in regard to
Yugoslavia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania, Rumania and Poland:
we have seen how tamely and servilely Britain falls into line
behind Notes of Protest sent from Washington to these countries
when they take the necessary action to protect their new
democracies and progressive way of life. 1 wonder what would
happen if the people of Hungary or Bulgaria sent a note of
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protest to Washington against the lynching of Negroes and the
practice of racial discrimination; against the faked elections in
the Southern States of America with people like Bilbo or
Rankin involved. The wigs would be on the green with a
vengeance. We remind younger readers that what is now being
tried on against the new democracies in Central and Eastern
Europe was attempted by Britain and America in the first form-
ative years of the Russian Revolution. Armed forces of
intervention were sent by many countries including Britain
to help the Tsarist Generals Kolchak, Yudenitch,
Wrangel, and Denikin. A complete blockade was placed around
the Soviet Union. The phrase “cordon sanitaire against
Bolshevism ™ featured in thousands of anti-Soviet speeches and
articles. These despicable efforts failed then, as they will fail
again, but so long as we permit them to continue or are taken
in by what lies behind them, so long does it hinder
the development of those closer political and trade relations
between Britain and the new Europe which are for the common
good of all of us.

In China, Chiang Kai-shek’s Americanised armies are unable
to conquer the People’s Democratic armies and territory. In
Spain, resistance to Franco grows at a formidable pace, as the
character of the recent strikes so significantly demonstrates.

In Greece, American arms and British Spitfires cannot conquer
the Greek democratic fighters. The Greek armies and police,
armed and advised by the British and American Military Mission,
declared war on the Greek guerillas. They sent in planes,
artillery and naval units to attack them. The Greek Bevins and
Marshalls boasted all this would lead to the * total annihilation ™
of the fighting Greek democrats. General Napoleon Zervas,
Minister of Public Order, became so bold as to lead his troops
into battle on a new white horse; he must never have heard of
Napoleon. The Greek guerillas continue to fight on and on, and
they will never be defeated.

The National Liberation Movements in the colonial countries
have made great strides on the road to independence. Who could
have said ten years ago that—even with the present limited
character of the concessions which British imperialism has been
forced to make—India, Burma, Malaya and Ceylon would have
reached the present stage in their historic struggle for national
independence?
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But this is not the whole picturc. There is China to consider
where 150 miliion people work, fight, and live in a democratic
area of that huge country; where there is a new type of
democracy, where the corruption of Chiang Kai-shek and
Chicago is unknown; where the rule of- the landlord, money-
lenders, usurers and police has been ended.

There is the new power in Indonesia, the examples of Viet
Nam in Indo-China, and the new developments in Madagascar.

The colonial peoples are fighting for freedom with a tenacity
that T would like to see copied by the workers of Britain.

Just look at the organised working class forces which now
exist, and which represent a factor of tremendous international
importance. The International Federation of Trade Unions,
which existed before the war, had a total affiliated membership
(1936) of twelve millions from twenty countries, mainly in
Europe and the British Dominions.

Today the World Federation of Trade Unions unites seventy
million workers; the central trade union organisations of over
sixty countries are affiliated to it. The Soviet trade unions are
there, with 27 million members. There are the great new
European organisations built up after the overthrow of fascist
rule, such as those in Bulgaria (385,000), Hungary (888,000), Italy
(5,200,000), Poland (1,600,000), Rumania (1,267,000), Czecho-
slovakia (1,500,000), Yugoslavia (662,000). Even more indicative
of the changed world, perhaps, is the representation from colonial
and semi-colonial countries, such as Korea (650,000), India
(850,000), Cuba (557,000), Tran (300,000), Nigeria (500,000),
Malaya (120,000), Burma (625,000), Philippines (300,000).

The real significance of these figures can only be grasped
when one remembers that, before the Second World War, in
many countries there existed two rival Trade Union Congresses,
that the Soviet Unions were not a part of the old International
Federation of Trade Unions, and as far as the trade union move-
ments of the oppressed colonial countries were concerned, they
had no place at all. Now all this has been changed, to the
permanent benefit of the trade unionists of the whole world.

What a tremendous new force in the world this is! Not only
because of the great numbers now united. For the first time in
history the organised workers in all countries, of all races and
creeds, are linked together to safeguard their common interests.

Let us note also the contrast between the proceedings of the
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World Federation of Trade Unions and those of other inter-
national organisations such as U.N.O. At the former, despite
the fact that the Russians have the greatest membership and
number of delegates present at such conferences, there is no
conflict between *“East™ and “* West.” The entire proceedings
are characterised by a constructive effort to reach agreement,
pool ideas, and advance the aims of the W.F.T.U. in its fight
for the interests of the workers of the world. It is because it is
worker acting with worker.

Along with the growth in industrial organisation, the political
organisations of the working class have gained enormous
strength. In Britain we have seen the greatly increased strength
of the Labour Party; the Communist Party, too, has grown from
13.000 ten vears ago to 40,000 today. In other countries the
growth of the Communist Parties has outstripped that of the
Socialist Parties, though both are far stronger than before the
war. In 1939, outside the Soviet Union and China, there were
not many more than a million in the Communist Parties. Today
there are eleven million, making with the Communist Parties in
the Soviet Union (6,000,000) and China (2,000,000) a total of
nineteen million. There are Parties over a million strong in
France and Czechoslovakia. The Party in Italy has over two
million members. In Germany, there is the Socialist Unity
Party in the Soviet zone (1,576.000), and the Communist Party
in the Western zones (350.000). In the new democracies, where
formerly the Communist Parties were banned and had to exist
illegally, there are now legal Parties in Bulgaria (450,000),
Hungary (650,000), Rumania (500,000); Yugoslavia also has a
great and experienced Communist Party. Among the great new
Parties in Latin America, there is the Cuban, with 152,000
members: and there is the Brazilian Party with 130,000 members.
Communist Parties now exist in 68 countries, including many
colonial countries.

The existence of these Parties, basing their outlook and policy
on Marxism, and working wherever possible in close unity with
the Socialist Parties, represents a progressive force, the like of
which the world has never before known. In many countries the
Communist Party is the strongest political organisation, steering
their country confidently towards the Socialist goal of the work-
ing class and making it a bulwark against the warmongers and
the exploiters.
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