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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

Since this booklet was printed it has been
announced that its author, Dinmohammed
Kunavev, has been elected First Secrerary

of the Kazakh Communist Pariy. The new

Chairman of the Kazakh S.5.R. Couneil of

Ministers is Z. A. Tashenev.

San Marcos, Texas

DINMOHAMMED KUNAYEV
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A Note on the Author

A. KUNAYEYV, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the

» Kazakh S.S.R., comes from the family of an ordinary Kazakh office

employee. He was born in the city of Verny, now Alma-Ata, forty-seven
years ago.

After finishing secondary school, D. A. Kunayev joined the Moscow
Institute of Non-Ferrous Metals and Gold in the faculty of mining.
He graduated as a mining engineer in 1936, and then returned to his
native region to work in the Kounrad Pit, where he rose from a drill
operator to chief engineer, and then to director of the pit.

Subsequently, he held a number of leading posts in the ore-mining
industry of the republic,

D. A. Kunayev held the post of Vice-Chairman of the Council of
People’s Commissars of the Kazakh S.S.R. for ten years.

In 1955 he was elected Chairman of the Council of Ministers by the
Supreme Soviet of the Republic.

He is a deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. and to the
Supreme Soviet of the Republic.

While engaged in important state and public activities, D. A, Kunayev
has found the time to carry on scientific work. He has published a
number of research works on mineralogy in Kazakhstan, receiving the
degree of Master of Sciences (Technology) in 1948, and being elected
Member and President of the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh S.S.R.
in 1952,

* Rounded tents made of skin.

Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic

A Page from History

AZAKHSTAN extends from the Altai Mountains to the lower
reaches of the Volga and the shores of the Caspian, from the plains
of Siberia to the sub-tropical regions of Central Asia.

Its area of 1,100,000 square miles could hold five countries the size
of France, seven of Japan or eleven of Britain.

To the north and west the Kazakh Republic borders on the Russian
Federation, to the south on the Turkmen, Uzbek and Kirghiz Soviet
Republics and to the east on the People’s Republic of China.

To travel along the republic’s borders you would have to cover more
than 9,000 miles.

It has a population of 9,301,000. More than 4 million or 44 per cent
are urbanised.

Before the revolution Kazakhstan’s “industry” comprised some primi-
tive power plants, Urquhart’s coal mines, and some small factories near
its very rich copper deposits.

Agriculture, too, was poorly developed. Kazakhstan accounted for
only 2.8 per cent of Russia’s total grain crop.

In Karaganda, the centre of Kazakhstan’s coal-mining industry, ore-
mining Leninogorsk, Karsakpai and Pavlodar, and other towns and
industrial communities in the republic there still live old men who well
remember the time when Leslie Urquhart and other British capitalists
who had concessions in Kazakhstan lorded it in their country.

Before the October Revolution the concessionaires owned the lion’s
share of Kazakhstan's national wealth, which yielded them no small
income.

Working as a foreman in one of the Karaganda coal mines is Sundedbai
Bapeyev. He and his father worked here when the mines belonged to
the British.

Sundedbai cut the coal with a pick in the stuffy drift, after which
he hauled it on a sled through the narrow working, crawling on all
fours. There were no machines and cave-ins occurred every day, resulting
in casualties.

People lived in want, in yourtas* full of holes, and many who escaped
a fall of rock died as a result of beatings, which the British supervisors
were not slow in giving. Disease, too, mowed the people down.

The people were no less brutally exploited by the Russian merchants
and manufacturers, and by their own beys (feudal landlords).

The Socialist Revolution in 1917 freed the people from their ex-
ploiters.

Urquhart’s manager fled, blowing up and flooding the mines and



ruining the factories beforehand. The Russian manufacturers and beys,
who battened on the sweat and blood of the people, also fled.

But even after that, Urquhart repeatedly wrote to Lenin and the Soviet
government requesling that he be given back the concessions in Kazakh-
stan.

In one of his letters he wrote: “You'll never manage yourselves. To
mine and dress ore at Ridder is so difficult that the Bolsheviks will never
be able to do it.”

And in 1928 he wrote to Moscow:

“Won’t you give me the opportunity of digging in the Kazakh steppe
in the vicinity of Balkhash and beyond? You will never get around
to those places before fifty years and perhaps even 100, and I will search
for and find something.”

Of course, the Soviet government rejected this “aid”. The people had
their own plans of rehabilitating and developing the Kazakh Republic’s
economy.

“We’ll Develop This Region”

Tn December 1919 the Seventh All-Russian Congress of Soviets was
held in Moscow, and delegates from our republic atiended it, too.

It was a difficult time. The country was broken up into battlefronts
and exhausted by hunger and devastation. It would seem that this was
not the time to think of the future of Kazakhstan, which was separated
from Moscow by battlefronts.

But the leaders did not think of this future. In a conversation with a
group of delegates Lenin made the following remarks about Kazakhstan:

“It's a rich region, offering great possibilities. The region should be
developed, and we certainly shall develop it.”

But this couldn’t be done straight away. The Civil War was still going
on, and interventionist armies from fourteen countries were beleaguering
the first Soviet state.

The conditions under which the people struggled to establish Soviet
government in Kazakhstan were not easy. Internal enemies, supported by
the foreign imperialists, tried to throttle the young Soviet Republic.

However, fighting heroically for the freedom of Kazakhstan as a mem-
ber of the fraternal family of the Soviet peoples were Kazakhs and
Russians, Uzbeks and Ukrainians, Kirghiz and Byelorussians, and by the
end of 1920 Soviet power had been established over all of Kazakhstan.

On August 26, 1920, Lenin and Kalinin signed the decree establishing
the Kazakh Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.

Industry was nationalised, and in February 1921 the Kazakh
government adopted a decree under which all the land was given to
those working it.

In April 1924 a decree was issued providing land for the Kazakh
nomads who were taking up a settled life.

Somewhat earlier Kazakhstan adopted its first constitution, which em-
bodied the Kazakh people’s gains.

With the possibility of rehabilitating and developing their national eco-
nomy, aided by the Russian and other fraternal Soviet peoples, the
republic’s national economy began to progress.
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During the early five-year plan periods the fuel and power, metallur-
gical, chemical and engineering industries were developed. Capital invest-
ments by the state increased from year to year.

Among the big enterprises built were the Balkhash copper-smelting
works, the Kounrad copper mine, the Leninogorsk polymetal works,
new coal mines at Karaganda, the Chimkent lead works, and hundreds of
other enterprises and electric stations. .

In 1958, on the threshold of the seven-year plan for the comprehen-
sive building of Communism, production of iron ore was more than
two million tons, coal 31,325,000 tons, and oil 1,510,060 tons.

Electric power output at state electric power stations was 4,249
million kwh. Output of cement was 830,300 tons; of woollen and
cotton fabries more than 20 million yards; procurement of butter was
27,700 tons, and of meat 173,800 tons.

Today you will find steel-mill equipment made by the Alma-Ata heavy
machinery works, mining equipment manufactured by Karaganda fac-
tories, and automatic presses made at the Chimkent works known not only
in the Soviet Union, but also in India, China, Mongolia, Karea, Afghanis-
tan, and other countries.

The same holds true for steel, rolled metal, pig iron and non-ferrous
metals. Kazakhstan’s products have been given a high rating at inter-
national exhibitions and fairs.

It did not take us 100 years or even 50 to get around to developing
Kazakhstan’s resources. In three decades we not only got around to it
but also managed to place it fully at the service of the country and people.

Why is it that the people of our republic work so devotedly, as, for that
matter, is the case with all working people of the Soviet Union?

The answer is simple. They know very well that 75 per cent of the
national income goes to satisfy the people’s needs and requirements, both
public and personal, and 25 per cent to expand social production.

In other words, they know that the better they work the more their
material and cultural requirements will be satisfied.

It is not only new mills, factories and electric stations that have been
built in recent years in Kazakhstan—whole new towns have gone up.

For instance, Karaganda, the republic’s biggest industrial town and
centre of the coal and mining machinery industries; Temir-Tau,
founded late in 1945 and known as a centre of ferrous metallurgy, power,
power machinery and chemical industries; Rudny, the chief city of the
Sokolovsko-Sarbai iron-ore fields.

Though less than two years old, Rudny already can compete with
Balkhash, Temir-Tau, and Saran, founded near Karaganda five years ago,
or with Jerkazgan, founded about the same time, or the older Tekeli
and Kentau, or even Leninogorsk, formerly called Ridder.

[ mention the new towns because they are the centres of new industrial
districts. and because when building factories we provide simultaneously,
and sometimes even earlier, the conditions required for a normal life
for those employed in those factories.
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;riod of the seven-year plan.

No Longer a Problem
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