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MAKE FULLER USE OF POTENTIALITIES
FOR FURTHER PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURE

Speech by N. S. Khrushchov
at the Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
on December 25, 1959

Comrades, this, the first year of the seven-year plan, has
been a year of great advances in all fields of the national
economy. Reports are now being received from all parts
of the country on the fulfilment of the national economic
plan and socialist obligations ahead of schedule. Remarkable
victories have been achieved by the working people of Mos-
cow and of the Leningrad economic region who are in the
vanguard of the effort to carry out the decisions of the
21st Party Congress.

With great enthusiasm the whole country is completing
the first year of the seven-year programme. Industrial out-
put in 11 months of this year showed an increase of 11.3
per cent, instead of the 7.7 per cent envisaged by the plan.
That is a very good and encouraging beginning.

Over a thousand big new establishments are being com-
missioned during the opening year of the seven-year plan.
Industry in our country is, therefore, receiving large rein-
forcements in the form of these newly opened factories, mills,
ccal and ore mines, and electric power stations.

The plans for a further improvement in the living stand-
ard of the Soviet people are being carried out with success.
The results have been especially tangible in the vitally
important field of housing construction. i

Housing floor space totalling over 80 million sq. m.
has been built in the cities and industrial communities
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during 1959, or more than 2,200,000 modern flats. In addi-
tion the collective farmers and village intellectuals have
built some 850,000 homes for themselves.

Agriculture is on the upgrade. Even though this year was
an unfavourable one in many districts, the results achieved
must be recognized as good. Two thousand eight hundred
and forty-five million poods of grain were purchased by the
state this year. The average level of state grain purchases for
the past four years, it should besaid, hasbeen 3,000,000,000
poods as compared with 2,000,000,000 poods for the pre-
ceding four years.

Meat output on the collective and state farms increased
by 32 per cent during 11 months of 1959, and sales of
meat to thestate by 36 per cent. Output of milk on the collec-
tive and state farms increased by 15 per cent and sales
to the state—by 16 per cent. There was a notable increase
in butter production.

The cotton harvest has been good. The figure for cotton
purchases is 4,669,000 tons as compared with 4,373,000 tons
last year. This is more than we have had in any year in
the entire history of cotton farming in our country. Partic-
ularly distinguished work was done this year by the cot-
ton farmers of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan who fulfilled
with honour obligations undertaken in the field of cotton
output. The cotton-growing problems have been outlined
in detail by Comrades Rashidov and Uljabayev, the rappor-
teurs on this subject, and also by other speakers at this
Plenary Meeting.

It must be said that some republics have not fulfilled
the plan for cotton output. True, comrades from these re-
publics have furnished good explanations of why the plans
were not fulfilled. (Arimation.) That is also important;
if the reason why a plan was not carried out is understood
correctly, it can be regarded as a token of sorts that next
year they will carry it out.

We will have to increase colton production still more
even though we are developing the chemical industry inten-
sively and increasing output of artificial fibre. Cotton is
essential to the country.

Slightly less sugar-beet was lifted this year than in 1958.
However, sugar-beet production this year was above the
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annual average for the years 1954-1958. The  amount of
sugar refined this year was 600,000 tons more .than last
year. We are above the seven-year plan coqtro] figures for
sugar output and it seems that the target will be surpassed
in the future too. We attribute great importance to an 1n-
crease in sugar output. y

Output of other farm produce also increased this year.
Rapporteurs at this Plenary Meeting and those who have
taken part in the debates have quoted many interesting
facts regarding the increased production of fruit, grapes
and tea. All this means a higher standard of living for the
Soviet people.

WHAT CAN BE LEARNED FROM THE EXAMPLE
OF RYAZAN REGION

Now permit me to deal in detail with the development
of animal husbandry. I have already told you how the out-
put and state purchases of meat and milk have gone up
this year. Such rates of growth were considered 1_ncred1ble
in the past. Naturally, all eyes are on Ryazan Region today
because it has, so to say, shaken us up: it has sold the state
three times more meat than last year.

Just think what the figures mean, comrades: in one year
our state and collective farms have sold a total of 36 per cent
more meat to the state. That is a very great achievement!

The total share of the collective and state farms in state
purchases of meat was 83 per cent, and of milk—92 per
cent. That is a great victory for the socialist system of agri-
culture.

You are aware, comrades, that until quite recently a
large part of the milk and meat was provided by pho collec-
tive farmers from their personal small holdings. That
was very unpleasant as far as our socialist sector was con-
cerned and gave the enemies of socialism an opportunity for
all sorts of inventions directed against the socialist system
of agriculture.

But now we have achieved a completely different state
of affairs. The socialist sector has become the chief and
principal supplier of meat and milk to the cities. The col-
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ter.

There has also been a marked growth in the output of
butter. The amount of butter produced in the country in
1959 was 845,000 tons, an average of 4 kilograms per capita.

In 1958 the United States of America produced 685,000
tons of butter, or 3.9 kilograms per capita, including that
made by the farmers. According to the estimates of the
United States Department of Agriculture this year the figure
will be 658,000 tons of butter, or 3.7 kilograms per capita.

In 1959 therefore, the Soviet Union has outstripped the
United States in per capita output of butter. (Prolonged
applause.)
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say to them: there is your output, and here is ours. Just
look, all the statistics point to the fact that here in the So-
viet Union the per capita output of this or that item, of
these or those goods is higher than in your country, in the
United States. (4pplause.)

Comrades, many republics and regions of the country
have done good work this year. The Russian Federation un-
dertook to sell the state one million tons of meat over and
above the plan. The republic has™kept its promise with
honour. By December 20 it had sold the state 4,200,000
tons of meat, or 1,000,000 tons in excess of plan. (4p-
plause.)















































































