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1" - GENERAL ASPECT 
OF THE VIE'1'NAMESE. Am'I-F ASCIST 

MOVEMENT 
I • 

I) 'MAIN FEATURES OF THE ANTI-FASc1s; ncJIT 
I • 

One feature atandt. out above all othen in the history of Viet 
Nam danJlJ the Japanete occupation, namely the emergence aiid. 
arq_uing gto""1b or the Vietnameee~ anii 4 Fa111cist movement, the Viet 
Minh. 

One w0uld ratheobave expected that in 1940 the \):etnameae, 
Jorig oppreued llllder the,Frellch Cofonial rcglll1,e, would have sought, 
above all to take adnntage of France'• collapse 10 throw off the 
delelted yoke. Did not tlae inaidioua and pers.iatcot Japanese propa• 
ganda... p...lent \ the Empire or the Riaing Sun to ,h... ,ubjectcd 
people o£ ~. aa tho one great hope of de-liverance and the pro
mi,e al latare -c co-pr01perity > ? No wonder the Colonialist.a 
were alreafy ahalting in their aboes. 

A, aoon, however, a. the Japanese armiel ad penetrated· their 
Jand, it wu againat them that the Vietnamese at once rebelled; 
apimt them and againat the Frem:li colonial adminiAir!tion which 
had ei:thmittcd to· Vichy and which, out of cowardice, let them 
11ett1e as muten in Viet Nim. :f; . . 

What it. the explanation of. • behaviour? It 11 at the 
V_ietll■Dlese_ whoae politiCa) maturi n~ne will/question, will 

·uot~.tc do~,t anr kind; tll under Jh• guidance of 
t.bti pionof tlteir liberty, Bo C Minh, they have never 
Iott aith in the democratic 1piriC.of the F~"ch people; . and, 
di~wiog . a cliltinction bet,ween Repub an France and Colonial 
France, they have continued to hope that, out of the Japan-Vichy 
coollict. would be bom, aooner ·or later, a Jailing friend!hip ·bet
ween Viet Nam and France, to the m.utual benefit of both coun
trita concei'Ded. 

Coloaial France', ·reply to th.it was to tend troops to ·battle 
with the Vietnamese anti-Fuciat R■triota. There wa1 no alternative: 
for Viet Nam than to react accordingly. 

Full detalla are not yet anilabJe ot \lie Vietnamese reai1tance 
•• the twofold Fuci1m of Japan and Vichy. The Vietnamcoc 
Goftl'Dmt:llt had,,..hardly begun to collect up the docun1ent1'. which 
o'i"Ot and over. aga.ilt had been aeattered during ita atroggle against 
~ French· and J■panete imperialitta, w_hen, once more, war com'-
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\ . 
miued ~em • to a 1late of neglect, dett.ruetioo ·and notbinpe-. 
11..;det, 'l'• hutory of, 1u'ch a fight - ohoYe .'u • war al llltri· 

•, lion -"- i, bo1111d to be patchy and confued. Such l,q ohiilyt 
been tlw: main feature of C maqui• > wuf'are, be it in FnDCe, 
Norway, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Greece. Ru.uia, China, lodbneeia 
or Viet ,N:am. •• 

. . . 
2) BRIEF HISTORICAL OI.J'lUl'IE OJ.' THE ANTI-FASCIST FIGHT 

Military ·~pijration.a a;inst the Japao.eee and~ theif French auxil-
' iarict1 be~an with . the J,paneae invaaion of Viet Nam in 194CJ. , 

' '.French colonialdl.8, once the c Great Scare ·or Lang1<>n >"WU / 

over. :also offered their H!it1tauce to ~e JaplUleae,. the beuer to 
win tlte good :grace of. the neW ;.muttrs of lnd~bina. TbeJ> put 
thenuelve, at ihaj.r disposal in· the attemp\ to wipe out the c Viet• 
uarnC!e Anny of Liber.:ation :,, • 

l. - 194-Q 

THE -LANGSON (BA,C-B0) ,INSURRECTION 
. .,; . ,_ . ' ... 

V ietnali1ese nationalist forces, headed by &0me experienced J)Oli
tical fighters, were quick to organite and arm themael~ with food • 
and health services, and, not without reckleMneaa, launched in Octo
ber 1940 (a bare few weeks after the Japaneee ,entry) a violent 
offensive against La n, lilready j~' .Japanete hands. The, Tho_ 
popu .a lion rom t 1e Ca~ Bang nnd ~geon ,regions joined the p~it• 
isan~, ~ragging alopg wiih them tht\ Tho ri0emcn deserters who had 
been part or the French' ga¢ton in it.e retreat hef'oie Japantee 
armoured divisions. • " ~ • 

.An agreement between the French Colonial A.dtµinistrati/n and 
the Japanese resulted in the latter, with the coment of the diaarrayed 
Freneh military forces, getting control of Haiphong and the T9ft· 
k.inese distriet ,wilhout Hriltjhg a single blow. On October 15th, 
the Japanese al!icnted to French orrer, of collab'oration agaimt. Viet• 
nn.mese anti.Faifoiste, and allowed the French to relieve them at 
Lang80n as from Deeemher • ht, 1940. EYetl before the agree<f_ date, 
they allowed them to' OCCupy Loe Binh and That Khe.: The Rev~/ 
lutionariet immediately launehed th"ir .. off'e111ive; and when,; after 
hai-d-fougltt batt)es1 the Vietnameee armies were beaten aroon the 
fast-n'amed sectors, the French asked· penniuion of the Japan~ to· • 
wnd their troops to help euppreM the Langaon uprisd!g• aiad thWJ 
fulfil the undertaking of the colonial authoritiet to ensure. their 
establishment in Indochina. Four French ,battaJiom. ,mong them 
one from the Foreign Legion, were forthwith deapatched to Lang• .. 
&0n w?ere, in the mol!t brutal way, ~ey brought the c elatter&- ~ 
to the1r._,en.. -- , • 

_Fighting spread to the twghbouring «lietricts, <Dong Dug and 
,<;ho Van in particular, and soon,.ruched the imouhtain ranr,es_°f 
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Dong Trien and Cai 1Gnh. Odd. against the Vietnameae were three 
to one, and deapite the.fr herois~ and guerrilla experience, by the 
end ~( December 1940 the Fucitt army waa in a strong position. 
Tran Tang Li!P, ioul o( the revolution, wu taken prieoner and 
executed on, December 28th, 1940. Brutal reprisals took place. 

The ColoniaHsb were overjoyed. c We may truly claim >, 
wrote R. BAUCu.u (Ra/ales iur. flrulochine, p. 67), c thi.t, even 
wfih numerically stlpefior forces, the iU_uetrloua Colonel Gallieni of 
1895 did not reach. the diuy beight:a of success achieved by our leaders 
of 1~. Wli'aL reaeon is there for thia brilliant ~uteome?- Simply 
that, m' place of ponies and eoolies as in Gameni'1 rime, we had 
rlldio comm_unicalions, lorri~: airCraft .(we may mention here the 
food•dropping ,ppedition of the aircraft Po~ 25), as against an 
enemy who had none or these and whose e.x~rience in jungle war-
fare in.eufffoi~tly compeneated for .this Jaek.', -

I . . 
-THE·DO-LUONG 1TRUIIIC-BO) INSURRECTION, 
AND THE MY-THO (NAM.BO) INSURRECTION 

°The checks: to the uprising of Langson did not diseourage the 
Viet.nanlese ~ti-fascist patriot.e, and taking advantage of the fact 
that tlie French feared nii' invasion or Indochina by the Chinese 
who' we fighting' Japan, tinil had deepatched FrenCh troops from 

.-all partl'" to the frontier, the revolutionaries ealled on the people 
thro~h~ut the bountry to revolt. lmportan~ llU:\vements took place in 
North A:nnam, e8j>ecially at Do Luong; bu n\011t important" of aJI 
was.the ineurreCtion which broke out after November 20th in Cochin• 
china. Several dislriets rid themselvea of Fascist control, above all 
M'f Tho, to tt1e boundary of the Plaine dee Jones, apcJ.. further north • 
to~arda Hiep Hoa. At Cau Lant for the fiff!t time, tl1ey hoisted 
the red. Q~g with the gold star. t .. • 

., But the revolutionary. mov·ement ia ed orgapi80tion nd eohe-
aioh. lThe ;!!-cr&tl't~\lJllPhed, but at tf1 + 1,rice ,of a bitter fight. 

, ~·'--{'.The entire' Foreign Legion_bat lion, a Tonk.inese c0Dlpa11y, 
two artillery unit.e, one mechanised 'un,t, and 1l1e Navy were diverted 
simultaneously towards: the North,rn '1gion of My Tho, where they 
il).llituted _ o thorough &earch, arresting any doubtful characters and 
1hootirig "those who attempted io reeiet or flee. Aerial bomhardment 
was .... carried out, again&t the. hotbeds of r'esietance, whi.eh after four 
day• were reduced .almost• to nothjng. The police, eorted out the 
1m•~et11 alld the ring.tea.den were ahot. The._diatrict was ealm, and 

. the troops free t0 pae&-on to fi:.eeh rents at ·caml>odia. 

Th~ c~lonialiau admitt~ tba{ by re3eoi1 of their great fear they 
were unuauallf.har,h: c We we.re cruel; the threat of Siam haunted . 
u1, hut above • all we. had to thow off our 11trengtb before those 
who remained loyal .to us aud thote wko \might seek to take ad• 
v8!1tage or our reveraala. 11 (R. BAUCHAR, p. 71.) 
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' • CREATION ,OF TH_E cft~E J!>: ;·HE INDEPENDENCE 

Ha'rillg learnt a bitter i-, tbo Vidnamele natioaaliiu real, 
iaed tbo aeoeeaity ot ~ llrOllg military orpniaatiaa Wore pitting 
tbeir Co.- apimt tbo 'poworfal FalCUtl. Clooely united aader tbolr 
qaparalloled league for -lndopeadence, tbo Viet Mini, {Viet Nam Doc 
Lap Doug Mini,) tboy &rmly imtallocl them.el- at a aambor oC 
poln11 In tbo high Toalriaaeo region ~ TDym Q-. Phl. Tbo, Bae 
Giaog, aocl j],ove all Cao Baos aod Bao Son Dini, C.: , 

It WU in the U:ountain~u, .dittriet -of ·cao ean·g that the nation- / 
nlilt movement, fint took root ·arier the 1940 repri ala. Thole who 
had <1<aped from ,Lang Son and My Tho gatheroa together.>.thero , 

• around their leader Bo Chi Minh, ·now known only under the mck• 
name c Venerable Father >. Until Nowm.be'r 1~ they deroted their 
eJl'orta to eoncentratillg thi auti•fuciat iadluencee in· that Jeg:ion 
wWch had already, time and time' again, sened H a aancto.ary for 
guerrillu. • F:rom Cho Bang, from where, either by force or per
,uaaion, the· Viet Minh had eridicated all falCUlt aod colonial ele
ment., the revolutionariea directed 8 movement for the •occupation 
of Bae Son Dinh Ca, preparing tl\tu ~ir march agail?-•l. tl!,e Sou~. 

This. espanaion oC the antU.mperiali.!t • movement· to'Ward& the 
central region, even more than that t.owarcl11 the p!ain• 0£ the Tonlci· 
nese delt~ wu euentially the ,work or, a young 'dynamic leader, -1; 

Mr. Vo Nguyen Giap, one-time profeNOr 0£ biatory in a printe .-:boo] 
• in Hanoi. To him the c Venerable Father > entruated the tNk or 

co-ordinating the WOrk. or the leaden sent to aone.e. eel«:ted "' action 
buee an .. d or eoen'Hng li~aon between the ~•one.a. . • 

Until th'e eummer ha.n'eet "":or 1943 the patrioll, in a\:cordance 
with the advice given by Bo Chi Minh, rettricted their activitiea to 
the job of orgaaioing and preparing, from tho pollticat rathOlj tbao 
militU'f view-point. Order £or inmrrection wH •not to be given _,,.... 
until the end of 1943. Thie ii not to aay that they did not ba-.e to 
hold oot during thi, time, Many _. th~ bloody £igh,. agaimt 
ihe Fucia,. who were aeeking to dootroy them, • Ooe In particular 
took place in the Ngan Son fflountain ranS"f in the province of Bae; 
Kan, a bitter encouDter between nationali&t and (UCi1t troop&,. in the 
eoune of which the -leader of the Bae Son otronghold and the> mill-· 
tary iwtructor fro~ the 1anie aone ~rimed. ' 

At the end of 1943. tho Fa~•II £0-.lled the upruing by launch
ing a £ull«ale offeueive apinat Vietnameee nationaliett, and there 
followed a lflveral 1n0ntha c terror ~ >, of which many c All

pecll > were victim.a. The Bae Son anti-£alcilt etrongho1d, rearing 
eurprbe tactica, tent ~ut•· on ab~ad, and the reri1tanta fought deaper
ately at V.,J! N_hai and ~g ?a; the attempt Was drowned in blood. 

FIRST SUCC'ESSES OF THE LEAGUE FOR INDEPENDENCE 

The patriot, were Car Crom being discouraged by thi, ·&et.hack. 
'!'be agility of their withdrawal Crom the heavy o£fenaive had pre
vented them from complete annihilation. With great energy, the 
Jeaden oC the ,c ~ague > let about rccomtructi.og their force!, 
aud in a abort • ~e their acti~ties were extended beyond the net• 
work to a v~t region at the Coot oC Tam Dao1 with Thai Nguyen 
it the oeutre,, oC which they got control, and they imtaUed themeelvea 
at the mouth 0£ the -delta where nuclei Of resiatance had already 
been ..iablithed by the Underground, Emuoariea deal!atehed to 
the So,ath •pread 11ewa. oC the action thro·ughout the cou41try1 in part• 
icalar in Nghe An and Quang Ngai. The- network of Cocbinchina 
itself, bard hit -by the 1940-41 repri!iala, and. cloeely watched by a 
1trong Francd='1apanese police, was given pew life, thanb to the 
erfort.1 of certain leadere. l . 

The Congreu of July 1944 Oecided to get into action. After 
two montlu' military preparation, the order £or general upriaing, 
poeipon'ed the, previou.e year, waa_ io be given in September, after 
the barveet was over. But the c Venerable Father >~ to whom the 
resolution· o( the Collgre'se wae submitted, did not give hi• approval, 
coneidering the general up~ untimely, and adriaed more cautious 
"1Wt~ methoda, a war of peetering and ambu.ehing. The c Anny 
oC ~tion ~> wu born, hut wu commanded & scatter it.self in 
o~er tq operate a"!}ultaneou.sly in eeveral plaeet. as c frnnc•tircure >. 
Arid 'Mi. tb~ plan of action wu to break down the power of the 
enemy by a war of attrition, where guerri.Uaa would operate and the 
~nemy,1 without being engaged in pitched ha 1le, would not _be 1cr1 
m peaoe. 

Six ·monthe of guerrilla warfare waa long enough to harry tfi'"e 
Fa!Citt& arld Cause them to be gravely disturbed.· With leas mcnm at 
their. diaposa.1, the Vietnamese were the victor, in €"very encountet, 
attacking only in choaen pla~d at cho!Cn times, t.Cter minute 
preparation. The O.S.S. (Office Strategic Service) eoo knew of the 
Vie~ Minh League, and America arachute-droppings i~a1t.d their 

~

fi ence an<l.4h...eir mean! or actiron. It Wat thie IUCce&e by the 
Viet • -above all elae that \:au the Japancae Commander to 
h w the Ftench l'egime on l\fa 9th, 1945, and to off'er fode• 
pendence to Viet Nam, hoping tbC y to win over.the nationali11l8 
to the Japanese cause: •. 

TRIUMPH OF THE VIET MINH 

, The reei.1tants did not wailt the nominal independence offered 
them !Jr the Japancae. Were ~ey not anti-£aac.iet ae weJl u patriot!? 

• 1'he reply 0£ thl! Central Committee 0£ the League waa their cleclar
ation or arch· 12th 1945, to intenaiCy military o~ratione. The 
once ihort-Ji~ re1111tance became daily more forceful and magni
ficent, and 06 ~fr. "Ho Cbi Minh pro<:lai!"-ed the official 
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.. tablubment of • c ~ area • 40 mlleo frmn. 8-ol, 
where a politically independent rigime wu .. , np. And in dua 
area tl,e patriota 'gath-,..1 up the __,.,. of the Fmicb t,olonW 
anny in retreat: The Viet Minh pro...-1 10 th- who, but it 'obon 

• while ago bad_ boon 1(nrauing them, to fight Ii.de by lide_ a~ 
the J a},aneeo. Some doa.rageous aoldien a0Cepted, but the greater "
part preferred to avail themael ... of this ebance to .... pe lo Cbfua·
suc~ waa the caae of Major Reul'• c group i, and that o£ Co~I 
Seg!W''•· I . - . , ·. . 

• The Japaaeoe, however, .eeing the futility of attempting to cl-, 
• the Nationalia,. by· (a!,/,, pronuaea, tamed to tho nae of £oree. Bat 
all their omlaughte we~ Alllhbornly repnl..d, that 0£ mid-May being 
a particularly diaaatroua efCort •• far u the Japan~ occupatiOll• ./ 
army waa co~cem~d. I · · / · . , • . , ✓ 

Enthuaiaam rose in the hearts of the' patriot· after tl!oir fu;. 
mendoua viCtory, Md"the· c Vellerable,. Father > t::ommanded hi& 
« children • to oee thJ attack through. It· waa a triumphal much. 
Vo Nguyen Giap"a troops seiu:a fil'!it of all some iowu centres which' 
they had already boon blockading for 1everal months -Jlac ltu, 
Cho. Chu, Dinh Ca, etc., and Pho Dinh Gia, Bae Giang, yfJ,D TM, 
l<"'oi-i Met, Tri Cu, V1~' "f.en, alf in tum Ull to their power.· Wba 
they tock 'the Tam Dao fort, they 1et Cree a nnmbcr .of Fte,ic:h 
people who had 1,..n holidaying in tho neighbourhood when lbe 
c coup de force » of March 9th had caught them .unawaree. • Soon 
nfler, Tuytn Quang, Y?ll. Dinh and Luc An Chau olro fell. 

At n p.m., the njght of Augoot 13th, 1945, delegate, Ciom the 
country and also several from foreign hues (Siam, Laos and Qiina) 
gathered together at Tao 'frao, G.H.Q. of tho r...g.e~ and, decided 
to declare general insurrection and Jo set about fighting £or ·Hanoi . 
and the'. larger towns. ,.On the n~t day, the pro-Japaneee Goyem• 
men~ calf~d upon to aurren.der, capitulated. On the 16th, a Vie1-· 
nameee--American detachment left the G.H.Q. en route for the capital. 
On tho 19th, Thai-Nguyen town waa t.lk~ by aaaault. . 

Mt'. Tran Huy Lieu went, to .. Hue to negotiate· the abdicatioi. o(. . 
Emperor Bao.~ai, and Hu~ hoitted the red .ft,g '!ith the golden _,tar. • 
Cochir,ichina was freed before the end oE August. .. 

• , I 
On the 25th, the Repnblic was proclaimed.- On the 29th, the 

IVth Group of the c Liberation Army > adduced int0 Hanoi. P.(e. 
!ident Ho Chi "Minh, accompanied by- members of the ProviaiqlO.al 
Government, e_ntered the capital~ of Yiet. Nam. ' 

11 ~ METHODS OF FIGHT EMPLOYED 
. BY.' THE «'U:AGUE FOR THE 

., • INDEPE~ENCE OF VIET-NAM )) 
AGAINSX JAPANESE ARMIJ;S, 

sabora£e: counter-propaganda, help to the Allies-, nrmed fight -
/..., the c ~guc £or the lndepend~ce of Viel Nam » scorned no medium 
. . to .hamper military operation, of the Jnpaneee. 
< ( • • • 

J) FIGHT 0 AGAINST,TOTAL OCCUPATION OF THE LAND AND 
FOR ECONO)\DC NOr,-CO-OPERATION WITH THE ENEJIIY 

_Appeal .by the ~ League for the Independence of Vi,i Nam• 
'\ ,, c Fellow countrymen,! 

•''- _ apapeae F~t& continue to plunder our country; they have 
jut, laid hands on 600 ,:nau (1) of rice, belonging to Tillagea of the 
pro-rince of P"11uC Yen. 

iThomandt of homelete families wan er aimlessly around the 
countryllde~ 

, TboUAanda o,f peaeaDts h~ve ,been scattered from their villagee 
an4 home1. The 1Japanese have token pONesri<!,n or ,garden, and 
rice plantatiom. ,, 

• Fellow coun~en . .1'" ill your lof! 

. Don't wute y0~ tinie ~ntil~'ly -, bewailin . Al of yon, arm 
1;aree1ves ~affs, sticb, scytl:l , and )"•ylny the Jnpaneae bon-

-..._...d1te wlioseek to teise your ri~ f' da and homes. ,.. 
Where the J llpaneee nre, the ,, the bombs fall. Rid yonnelves 

• ol theee dangeroUJ ne.ighbonn;. clmse the Unwanted hosts from your 
Til\ag,o. 

Fellow countrymen, you who live side by aide with the Japanese. 
hide your rice, pigs and poultry &eCUrely, leat they ahould steal them 
from you. • 

Our blood 'I, seething! 
Our atomachs are etaf'(ed t 
-Onr good,· are looted I . 
Our homeaidet are destroyed I 

(I) Tbiid "' • 1,,c, .... 
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The Japaneee •~ reapomible' Co~ theae cal~mitieo, 'aud the only 
way to aa.ve our livea is to exert oiJ.reelvea to scare away the Japanese 
b~d• of prey. • ~ • 

Let ua enatcb back o~r lAnd from the Japan'8e Fa~ete. 

Long live Vietnamese Independence! >. 

Exrracl5 /r!_7m r;po,11 ,ent to th~ Central Committee 
from the League for the Independence of Jlie~ Nam. 

,. 
' 

- In obedience to' J apaneae orden, the French ordered the inha
bitonte of the·village of Kha Do (in the PhUG,, Yen province) to dee. 
troy their maize plantationa and to plant in their place Ou. On / 
Xpril 16th, l94f, th~ .Sow-Prd'et of Kim Anh, '1corted by ten 
soldiers, went to the village and forced the inhabi~ante to root,i out 
their whole niaize crop. _The peatants, armed with ataffe., aiicka 
and ~es; steadfaatly held out. and against their bppo11ition the 
Sous-Pref et changecl hi, ,tactics; imtud of threats,. he began to .plea,d. 
But of no avail. The _villageni would not give way, and the m&D.darin 
had t_o withdraw discreetly. _ , ~ , ... , 

- In November 1944, a Japanese, accompanied by two~ police-
• men, visite4 the village 0£ Tho Phu, intending to • seize the rice 
field.a there. Every single inhabitant rushed out and w8a rea1dy to 

. . fight. The robber was forced to flee foi; his Jife. 

- The Colonial Administration wanted to raze to the gro'u.n,I • 
the pafoda& and cemeteries~of two villages, Y ~ich aud Doc· Li.en 
(in the P.rovince of Thanh Hoa), to m_ake way for salt manhea. Ov_er 
400 inhabitants, armed with staffs, 11ticb and ecythes, gatheretl to
gether at,theee,sitee and prevented the French from commitling the 

·crime. The Fren"ch didn't dare face the angry mobs, and took reruge 
in retreat. ~ • 

Etc., etc:, etc ... 

2) FIGHT AG"1NST THE REQUISfflON OF FOOD·SUPPLIES, 
THE IMPOSITION OF .TAXES AND fHE .CALLING 

UP OF COOLIES' AND SOLDIERS. , 

• ' f 
It i11 a well known fa~ that the r;quisition of paddies• and food 

atocb by the Japanese army caused• grave shortages in Indochina, 
in .particular in North Viet Nam, wh'ere, at the end of 1945., t1v9 
million human beings died of hunger. 

Sumd.on.s by th~ League for the lndcpende~e ;,, Viet Nam 

c Fellow countrymen!' 

Japanese bandit.a are still commandeering paddy, and levying taxC111, • 
while millions of our compatriots are dying of hunger. ~ are 
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•till uting force to· recruit aoldien and coolie.&, while thouN..ndt of 
oar people ""' bemg bombed . . • 

Felloi< count.eym~I 

Learn togethe.J' the Coliowing dicta, and pi:at them into pra~ce 
by ev_er, me8:DI it your diapo&al,: 

" - Not a. grain of paddy £or the JBpanesc; 
, - _;. Not a cent of tax for the Jap~~; 

--.. Not a single ~lie £or the JapB;Deae; ... 

- Not ... rio_gle soldier £or. th~ J~panese armies. • 

' The inhalSr"tants ro~ unanimoualy to the fight. The -pea,aant& 
were'Aot content with at~ping the Japanetl! from laying bands on 
the· pad.dy. • 'Often they didn't hesitate to seize ~e paddy that t~ 
Japanele had stolen from ~eir neighbours. From March 9th, '1945, 
the: conli.acation of f.addy by vill~gCrs gr~w to im.men~ proportio~e. 

_ Thotuands of peop e forced their war. mto paddy stores :ind iye~ 
tribnted • the grain a'inong the population. 

✓1n the aame way, refuaa) to pay taxee became widespread. Chiefs 
'!ho ~ved taxation demand.a from the authorities tOOk no not.ice or 
theUI; qr, if .there weri,some who tr}ed to levy tllei, the inhabitant.a 
ulrnM~ d~ ear t~war~a them or molested them . 

Some Japanese went back to the· villages to re'cruit coolies lltld 
soldier9r :A.a soon as the inhabitant were waii\_ed, they deserted their 
villages\ and scatte~ amop.g the. fields, £8.f_/f'rom sight of the wi• 

welcome· visiton. • In other places, the peasant.a posted themseh•es _.. 
on the roadaidea and attacked .the recruiters on their arrival. 

' _ .,a; FIGHT AGAINST/JAPANESE TERRORISM 
I ( I 

• !he Japa~ reacted vigoroualy, a,tainat th campaign of non• 
~_peratipn--organi~ by the populaE' 6.,.agaiwt them. In the coune 
'ol'--'Jjtly 1945, in Hanoi alone, th_ey ted, about 1,700 young men 
and girls. Many young girls were o traged and killed. A number 
of victillla euc:cumbed' after having )een tortutid. Ten young men 
were m.••ac.~d in cold bl~, in a lioepital. 

Frequently, the Japan~ disguised themselves 88 peasant.a in 
order to spy on th~ Viet Minh in the Provinces. They u.aed children 
to undermine the ·opposition. .But it 1¥,a& rare that these a\:tivitiea 
eacaped the waichful eye of the revolutionary organiaat.iona. Dis• 
guited -. Tho peaaanta, the npa hid themselves in the bush: But, 
unable to speak the local language, they were eoon detected, arrested 
and aJ.!oL • 

In order/lo defend them.selves from infiltration by the Japanese 
and their agente -into liberated territory, the chiefs of the League ror 
Independen'ce advised the population-~ the following circular: 
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c l. Spie1 are often Jurking among the revolationariea ia dit,, 
guite. Furthermore, young men allemph!'I to penetrate tlA, rorwu,1 
~on~ ba_n to carry lettera of introduction Crom Viet Minh orpa• 
nati0111. • 1 

2. Before allowing troop• in, villagen lhonld ...Wy themael; .. 
a, •to their ?rigin, Cot it i;e not infrequent for the Japaneee to dttlll 
themaelvet m bro1¥11 lik~ our peuanu, carry <he Viet Minh nag 
and greet the inhahitanll with uniling r-. • • ; ' 

The French 
0

para~oop G. de Cbesal, wb ... £rieJld Boitard..,put 
him 'in touch with the Vietnam~ ~ant.a:; wu utonitbed at 
the . detailed • o~ganiJatfon of the 111.quu, and at their thorough 
eqwpmcnt agaput all unwanted. intntden.. A,Jy one of them. 
Vietnamee,c. French or American, who wanted to take part in their 
tough,_ adve.nturom life, wa. put to a ,e.vere teeL 

4) GRADUAL LIBERATION OF VIETNAMESE TERRITORIES 
AND PROGRESSIVE ORGANISATION OF FREED WNES 

' 
ReaJieing that the liberation of the Vietnameee peoplO could oaly 

·he brought about by the people themael•eo, and that only by anned 
m,urrection could . the' Japaneae Caaciat domination be ~ 
tho Viet Miub etarted to make preparation. patiently and metboll
ically, allowin_g no d~f6cnlty to thwart it. ~ 

Once they bad 1mall groupa of panJ,am operatiug from the 
bnah in the frontier pro,incea, the revolationarie. began from 194,4 
to Corm a Peoplea Army, and long In/ore Marci, 9,1, 19'5 tl,ey , 
had go• poaeuion of ......,. province. in Norri, Yia Nam. Tblo not 
region became thu, the centre cl end,Jopan- reaiatenc:e, which, 
like • ruing tide, began to make imoedt into tho whole eonntry. 
Japan... attach apimt tbia etrotJgbold were fntile, and IOned 
only to raiae high the preltige. or the Viet Minh in tho eyee ol the 1 
people, who warmly acknowledged it u the unique reaittance rorce 
and the 1010 author or iu deliveranbe. 

( 

Tbc eeve:n prorincu of Northern Viet Nam which we~ offj.. • 
/i cially aot up in the liberated •one on Juno 4th, 1945, ,..... C.. 

Bang, Bae Kan, Tuyen Quang, Thai Ngnyon, Bae Giang, Lang Soa 
and Ba Ciang., Thete regions were placed ander the authorir, 
of revolutionary committees ~oeen by the eeople. Once eatabllda~ 
the .. liberfu.ed regioua etrove to put under wly Ii YUt economic., poli 

• 1ico]1 social and cultural programme, compriting the 10 l6ll0Wlll! 
pointl! I • • 
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Progromme foe die liberaud &gion, 

1. Uquidation cl Japan...; Fo,-; 
I.· Com11eatioo. of tniton' pr"c,perty; 

S. Univerial tldFrage and democratic libertiea to be granted to 
the people; • • 1 

" '- Mobilllation of .th.o popula';Jon to 1ustain tho p•rtiaan fight 
and to take part w the s.nu.Japaneae Army of Liberation; 

' 5: Clearance of uncultivated land and encouragement of pro 
duction; 

6. Application of IOcial law,: help for the bombed-obi; 
7. Dil~tioo of commnaaJ Ian~ ?eduction of land rcot1 

• redaction of rat.ea oC inteffat.9 1 • 

8. Abolition of all eD.lting taxes and rentals; applic..tion of a 
,1progreaive and moderate tax on the revenue; 

• 9. Elimination oC illiteracy~ 
10. Ecjnality of~ace and aox. 

• " In the liber~ted regions, life wu in full awing. The whole 
popalalion, mm, wom~ and children. wu organiacd. Apan Crom 
the ~tary campaiga which, naturally, predominated, attention 
wu uuped hncc more, u indicated in tho programme, to intreaaing 
production. thereby to have to hand 1uf£icient re10urcca to carry 
out thq long.term war and to be able to ,lllUQ.D the eventual Japan• 
f!te blockade. But even in the daya of grive di£6cu1tiea it i, a 
remarkable £act that the Viet Minh outhoritiee attached particular 
• importance to raiaing the intellectual level of the people. Thia it 
ia which marb them out aa truateea of a power gtnuincly demo
cratic. One other fact ia worth[-;( mention - deapite the relcency 
of liberation. diriaion of dutiea H eurpruin•gly clea !CUl. Tho fol

Jowing are examples of the tat auignf1 to women I being m011 

euit to ~~~bilitiea: i , 
• 1. Participation in Self-dct'eocc • etachmenu; . 

2. Coll~on of money and food tafra for the uae of the Army 
ol Liheration; • 

3. Scraping of rice and gathering of vegetables £or the troope: 
4. Care of the aick and wounded; 
5. Sewing, making up and mmding• clothes, etc ... 

5) REFUSAL TO PARTAKE IN THE SHAM INDEPENDENCE 
SET VP BY THE JAPANESE 

I 
E..-CJ:ltuilly the Japaneae FalCiatl recogniaed the indej.,cudcm,e 

of Viet Nam, jwt 41 the Viet Minh had Coretold long before the 
evebtl of March 9th,, l~S, and place_d a pro-Japaiteae team at the 
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head o( the c National .Government• in tho ..,... r;.i.;.,.. u lh.,. 
bad done in the Philippinei, in Burma, Nankin, etc.- Bat before 
J apane,e Fuc:um coulcl make head,,..y in Indochina, tho V',et Minh 
had already warned tho J'l'OPI• or Viet. Nam, Already'.on M•re!i 15th 
and• 16th, 1944, pamphlet, had • cllitiihuted throusltout the 
country, eapeciaUy in Tonkin and northern Annam, md the Viet 
Minh had organieed countleu meetinp denouncing th~ manc:euffel 
of )he Japanese who !l"ght be thinking of eetting up a puppet' 
Government. 

~wn-moru by ihe 'Le_asue for the lndependi!nce of Viel Nam 

~ Japanese planes are droppiog a num.be~ or pamphlets aigned .. 
by th& puppet Government, calling upon c our br then of tl1e 
Viet Minh > • to co--0.perate with the puppet Government trait.o.ra, 
Our answer ia clear. We are no brothen to them., We are fighters 
for the independence of our country, determined 'to· oust the·poppets 
and traitors, the Japanese FasCiau, from our ]and. > 

It was a atraigbtforward reply. J.M. HUTI.ICH h.imaelf reco
gnised that it w.aa absolutely free from any taint of Japaneee col• 
laboration. (Do,; Lap, p. 107.) (See aho,.The Economi.!t o£ Augu_,t 30th, 
1947.) We can alM> read in the 'J:emoi&MIJe ,ur flndochine pubU.hed 
by the Groupe de Fran~• d'lnd!>chine , 

c The Japanese w~ted nothing ~ore~'than to replace their 
own imperialf11m for that of the French. The Vietnamese wanted 
to rid ~em.5elvea of all imperialUDlt whole evir might be. > 

In M.~rch 1945, the Japanese, masters of the country, etated that 
they would" haiid back power to the traditional Annamite author
ities with Bao Dai at their head.~ Thie c independent :t Govern
ment, backward and reactioo&.ry, waa actually .. qoncemed only 'With" 
satisfying the n~de: of the Japanese Army,_ Not one Vietnameee wu 
taken in, not even the paid Japanese agent&. 

For their part, the Vietnameae, guided by the Viet Minh, the 
courage and foresight of whoee chiefa they had long since appre• 

~ cio.ted, got ready ~ overtb row this old,fubioned Government :which 
was tot111ly unsuited to the new. spirit of Viet Nam_anil.Ju people. 

Succeea came at the end of Auguet 1945, 'i at the time ol the 
Japaneee eapitulatioi:t. At the call 0£ Ho Chi Minh, who had been / 
fighting against the Japana&e for £our yeara, the people rose up and 
overthrew the pro-Japanese ~•mite ~gime whose power wu-
derived ,olely Cro!D the,Japan ... them"'1v.._ . 

The new Viet Minh regime owed nothing to foreign power. 
Its authority was drawn from the people of Viet Nam •lo~e. 

And this is the essential political fac_J which is moat frequently 
ignored or pUsed over in eilenU, namely the vi.5tory of the_ Yiet
namese revolution over a foreign rigime, over an authority with 
no popular support... , • 

The co91io~ to power by the Viet Mhi.h '!'as, relatively, so eaay 
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an operation,. that people looked for some sign of Japanese aiding 
and abetting. • · 

• ~ut the Japaneae knew weU the etrepgth • and aU-embracing 
quality of the movement, and were under no illu.rion as regard.11 
the Annamite regime they had upheld, and the downfall of which 
they ..had j~ witnelled.,.... They knew well, too, the prestige and 
eoheeion the Viet ltlinh front ,inspired, and it.II reeiatance power. which 
th4;1 had so often put to the teeL 

~tly, they knew jWt what the Viel Minh thought of them .. 
The former had JJl'irmed it.II anti-J ■pane&e stand· since 194l, as i.11 
demonstrated in. this -c • Snmmona to the French ot Indochina > 
of July 23rd, 1941 ·' • 

• c We attetcK"'out our ha'nd in friendship fo all Gaul.list peoplt-. 
patriots and anti-Faaci.11t Frerich of Indochina, and, we put forward 
to them propouJ.a. for an ~Uiance again.st ]apane,e Fa.scum. > 

I 

lm'tructi'?n.s of the~Vietnom.e.,e 'High Command to Rogion.al 
Commander., of the-Army of Liberati.on 

: i Tb~ are ~two cirCu~atances in which we 1ball be called upon 
to ~~,por te '!ith the Allied Forcea : 

I. W'h liiiecj troops can penetrate our territory in th'e coastal 
region.a with theif Navy, in the frontier regions with their 1and 
forces, or ~n the det'ta with their par,achutisu,-~ muat immediately 
establiah Uaison with them in the dutricte wh~ we are moet mun
erous, and eventually &et up a 4oint action, without •topping for 
a moment to harr8!8 the Japanese; • 

,,I - In the diatricta w\l5re we have Jess m~1 at ;ur. di.apa&a1, 
we • moat organise bands of scout.t(' and liaifQn •partiea to heJp the 
Allies., still' continuing to send o~t:(auffi.cient troopg to .-k,ee,~ up the 
right on their aidea. . • _ 

1 
; / . . 

2~ere--t11ff ~ are ..not mak.i~#.rect attack on the enemy, 
we lhould neverthe1esa be prepared t.o come the.ir troopa and at 
the ■{llllfi ~e inform t.J1e public of the i inent toUap~ of Japanese 
Fasci.Jim. • Everyone" mu.Ill., he prepared f r the ~neral ineurrection. 

St'ep! to be tp.ken in these circumstances : 

- Attack isolated Japanese detitcbmenl.11; 
- Cui telephone • and telegraph wire,; • 

- Destroy bridgea, communi$8tiona ond war plant.II; 
- CoUect inlor~atio~ on enemy ... movements to give to the 

Allies and our own authorities; 

- Do everyihing ehe poasible to help the Allied offensive 
which; efannot be delayed any longer. > 



· 6) C().()1'£RATION WITH THE ALLIES 
. ~ \ . .. . . . 

0

Although the Viet Minh were alone ID org,miaiDg the anti
J ■pan- rOlistance,. they knew well that Jopllll- Fuciom coald 
not be wiped. out or Indochina witli"out joint oetion by the people 
or Indochina and the Allied ro,-. Acordingly, they- tool< otepo . 
to pnipare £or puachuwto and to £ocilitote the landlDfl ol Allled 
troops. 

Circular by ·1he League for the lndeP"ndmce. of.Yid Nam, 
concernins Mlp 10 Allied airmen dropped by poradwle upon 

• Yie~e territ.ocy 

c Airmen belonging to armie1 .fighting against Fuciam an "'ollr 
alliea. who may happen to land by parachute upon om country. 

Where allied 'lilimen. land, the people and member■ of fighting 
org~tiolia are to act in the following waye : 

l. J>ut the ai~en in 1de places; 
2. Hoose and reed them properly - all apenditure will be 

re£unded • eventually by the Central AuJl,ority; • 
3. Lend them Vietnamcae clothirig; 
4. Let the Central Authority know of their pre~'co immediately; 
5. It ia atrictly forbidden to accei,t a.mu, gi!ta or money Crom 

the airmen. 
AU who help the airmen will be i:e,warded: 

7),AmlED INSURRECTI!)N 

c ,They peatered the Japan~ who )l'l•eed along the . highwo; 
and who were surveying tliote of Ca,o Bang in gre,i1 numbers. They 
blocked their lines of communication and bumt bridge.. Open 

• altacb were launched at Tuyen Quang, where two JapaneM officen 
we're slain on market day... nnd at ~ where a militia.woman 
8talioned near the Bridge 0£ Rapi~ mowed aowu five Japt with 

ber 1:0::fi':.~diese apec~cular deeda, C:U.Ut1eu patrola were eet upon, f 
countleae convoys deatroyed. . 

Ohvioualy, • our echelon wat not made up aolely of eome ten 
young intellectual&,- one of whom, Tice,, had _written a theai! on 
Knowledge. Not~ far' off Wat the- active, echelon, to which Boitard 1 

alone wat admitted, md where the men who £ought wen, in,ipired 
by two significant word.a : Doc Lap ... 

The whole• lot wu controlled by the Supreme .echelon\ from 
where command, were isaued, and to where fighting accounll, tele
phone mua'agce and e'Ubveraive movemenll were reported.' > 

In th'""' world9, M. G. de Cnez.u., French Gaullut who hod applied 
to join tho VietnamCIC Maqui!, ~cacribed tho dail~ happen.inga • and 
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-a orgu,iootion cl the U11i•FOKUt reautanto o£ the League £or 
doe lndeP"!!d.,_ oE Viet NUD. tCf Parachuhi .,. lndochine.) 

. Ae ~ u the League wu in a poaition to progrcu, from defen, 
".•e action to Qlle of' harruaing the enemy, and then.be to one of 

• urect attack, it publiahed proclamation after proclamation urging 
die popalace to support ill military campaign.. Here arc the temu 
of"'~e of them, watmly. received. by iho peuao11, undeniably poeti~ 
aad 10 part& aet to vene and mw1e to 1pec8 up the circulation : 

:,, 

·Prod~aaijori,' by the l.ca,ue /or lhe. l~depen.dmcc o/ Yie, Nam 
;.,· November-1944 . 

c Fellow countrymen! 

• American ·,and ~?"1cee
1 
troo~• ~ on the point of landiag. Japan• 

eae. ~d French Cucuta will n,ot l!eutate to grapple with each other. 
~ u our hour of liberation; get ready your gum and aabreal 

Let UI ch.uo out the Japanese aggreuon and the French Fuciill 
-.d .our glory shall ahine throughout tho world! > 

1 

June 6th 1945. 

~ Fellow countrymen! 

Jap~~ Fuciate havo overcome the FrcncJ\ Faaciau solely to get 
a. hand On In_dochin~, and with _no thought toJdving ta. The puppet 
~v~ent u nothing but an meLrwnent 0£ oppre&ion and exploit• 
abon of the people, lo the benefit ~t the Jape. 

~ B!1t the Ja.pancee Faac:iata won't ]all long. The· Allie. are now 
deleal:i"g them on all Far . .Eas~onta, and it won't ho long before 
they penetrate Indochina and wi e out the J n'),s. 

.Under our. national Bar, Ra • ~re 1fighting •ictono115]y in tho 
llorthem ~rovt~ ~ powerful an11•Jalpaneae national movement 
,for li&era~a•_ g1l'Jhered together rlion, of combatanta. under 
thU'1.ner of the League for the Inde ndence of Vie1 Nam. 

• Fellow countrymen! • ' • 

Take your ataDd beneath ilie re4 flag with tbe gold atar! 
The hour of inaurrection will ahortly eonnd. 
Be ready to m*e use of your arm,s, 
Let m puroue the Japaueoe Fuei.,. £rom Indochina! 
Chutite all traito~ Vietnamese, Chincae or French I 
Let 111 ,et np tlie popu1ar r~volutionary Government. 
Long live the Democratic Republic 0£ Viet Nam! > 

When the hour of. offffll!ive arrived, rusher authoritiea of the 
c Anti•Fa.eciat League. > baned this Order of the D8y, to incite the 
people to march on enemy poeitio~ t~wards victory : 
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.Or,kr of rhe Doy by thi c P~ ~t,ejor Libenated Z-....• 
1o all Commanden, poliiicdl '-la, and ~1lom-, in the ,4,.,,.,. 
• of Liberation 

. « The hour o£ direct attack bu come. Now at dut our C-.ght for 
national independence will reach a victorioua "°ndmion. • 

Comrades I Keep calm, and take all neeesaary ate po to pat into 
effect the Jollowing directi.Yee : 

·I. ~~ by attacking towna; 
2. Cut off the enemy in all li:n,ee ol retreat; 
3 .• ~ore attacking, send oat ultimatums to Japapeee detacb

meots and don't attack unless they refmo to S!;ve them.s;•ie, up; 
4. You mwt take care to abide by the lawa of war, and. mmt ~t 

well all aoldicre and officen who give themed.vet up; 
5. People'• Committees and the po__pulatlon must co-operate with 

1be troops. The Anny miiet be n!'ady to fight for power; .. 
6. Speed up the work of organiai.ng the musea where hard I en-

countcrl may be expected; • • . 
• 7. DO not forget that in view· of thei compluity oC the aituati_?D 

internationally, we must remain vigi]a,nt. evert after the Japanese wr-
render. ' • 

Comrades! 

I~ we· are to benefit from this opportunity to win indepmden'ee 
for Viet NaJD, you must carry out the ·above instructiona to the Coll, 
with couragC, forthrightneaa and diligence. 

- Death to the Japaneee Fucutal 
- Long livo the power ot ,pe people! 
- Long live Vietnameee Independence! 
- Long live the Vietnameac Army of Liber~tion! > 
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ill -TESTIMONY ON THE VIETNAMESE 
~ A.N'fl-F,4.SCIST MOVEMENT • 

From 19f4· onwarda; the new name c League for tho lndcpeml• 
e.oce of'Viet Nam.:, (Viet Minh) waS on the lips of everyone through• 
out the wOrld. r"'The head of the League, rr;eadcnt Ho Chi Minh, 
became one of the best•lmown inteniotioual figure1. A &ypopsis of 
tbe evidence publiahed by the Pam.Bureau or our Jnform11tion St:n
ice lll May 1947 will help give an ineight into the prestjge that sur
rounda hii name and the populllri~ he enjoya among the people. 
• We alto giv~ evidence not oofr. concerning the Praidcnt him&elf, 

It.at H well .concerning-the anti-faaciat rcaistaoce, which was the result 
ol hu work. 

• • Soinedi Soi.r, 13-6-46. - When the Jopanf!Be ~ppearcd in Indo
china iJt. 1940, ,Ho Chi. Minh iasued n proclamation stirring up die 
pe0ple~ V~t Nam to take up arms to drive out the French who 
c hlid· YJolated their l.reatiea > and the Japanese Fasciau. 

Jc~, 15-8-46. - Viel Nam acquired h r freedom in fighting 
tbe.Japane.e and the Vichy French who had rrendercd Indochina 
to the for'ces or the Empire of the R.iaing Sun. (0. RosBNPELD.) 

La Moneillaise, ~5-5-46. - The' youth of Viet Nam fought against 
die Japanese for a cauae which is also our own. .,. 

While French high 6fficio~la were being good little Petainiata, 
the Vietname&e fought with ra courage aga{nat Jap~sc Fascism. 
under the Ieaderahjp or Preside'nt o,ito Preaident of tli Republic 
of-Vief Nom.:J_~ DRiNBER.) , / 

''-"l'he N01iort,pl Herald apoke ~ League which wns ihe nJl-
party national front, and which""Was p cparing ,to fomt n Proviaional 
Government wtth_ the aim of helping- • c ollica in their forthcominf: 
·offensive. The Viet Minh, it wrote, co !isled of 50.opo members, mid 
wae the m01t,powerful organiaation in Viet Nam. 

Foreign Policy,. Reporu, 15-5-45, 'wrote that the resistance move
ment began immediately after the· arrival of the Jn1>nneae in tlll' 
country.' In 1941, the Viet Minh was set up' by the nationulisu:, nnll 
it aecmed to be the firat real 'eonlition of all nationalist clements. 

North American New•paF AUiance, 12-1-47. - Mr. Harold isAACS 

de&Crihed how. the Vietnamese rCgimc was created by hends of the 
secret rcaiatafice movement which hncl grown up during the war 
ngainat Japau. Long before Bo Chi Minh hod become Pr~sidenl or 
the new Republic, he hod Jed tl1e guerrilla worfore. Fronce lrntl 
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\ried, IO m~k• out tlu,\ the Vi~- ~ - a J
cn,111100, - hardly a charge lo' come (rom a oeuntry wh- rep
•ti- in Indochina had capitulated belono the Jap- lu 19'0 and 
1941, wi';hout a linglc <D<Ounter, aud who had helped the Jap._ 
to eatahliah a bue there from which they iuHded. tho Phillppbtp 
and South East Asia after Pead· Barbour: French adminiotnion 
remained docile puppeu !X the Iapaneoc until' the !lpriitg cl 1~ 
n few months before_ the end oC the war. The Vietna.meee ualioo• 
ali1te were alone in setting up a re.iatance against f.or,iP muten; 
French 81 well u Japane.e. At ahpoat the lut minute, the Japaneae 
tried to form a ,puppet fOV~ent in Viet Nam; bat .,witll the 
Japanese t:ollapse the patnota came. out into the open, and Conned 
their national Government which was proclaimed at Hanoi on Sep. 
tcmber 2nd, ' . 1 

-.-! 
Franc,, au Combo,, 16-1-47. An anti.fuciat lfflStanoe Ciont 

waa being set up in Northern Tonkiu, called the Viet Minh. At the 
fall of the Japs tho Viet Minh, who held the whole North, 1hrew 
ita weight againet Hanoi; where it 8e.ized power on Aaga,t 20th 1945.. 
and on HuC, where it brought, about the abdication or Bao Dai ... 
(St,ph"!'.e P,ZELLI,,) . • . 

La Jlie de la Nation, 23-6-46. - On the da11 following tho triumph 
of democratic force, over Fuc:ism, all people were filled" lfith the 
joya 0£ freedom that thia victory heralded. The natint, who had 
been called upon to suffer tremendous effort.a and ·aacrificca in the 
deCen,;e of a democracy so reeeutly granted thorn, reallied how rt 
a danger had thua been a\.erted in the collapae of Faacilt Corea. 

But tliey were convin~ced at the ■anie time that they hadn't fought 
and won on1y to,. facilitate the return of colonial opprcuion, and 

'that they too had the right to benefit from the annihilation or Caacitt 
forces. ~ ~ -

. Under them Viet Nam, numbering aome 20 million people, th~ 
freedom ond tocial emancipation auured, affirmed through ha Tictory 
over Vichy reaction and the Japaneee, ill right to live like a free 
nation. (J. ORESC.B.) , . 

Le R~publicai11 (Perpil!!lan), 21-7-46. -\ ... Bolding ,teadfaotly 
to its historic watchword : c Against international F'uciam and for 
tho liberty of all peoples. > Viet Nam ranges iuelC·on the ·,ide off 
democratic fo~ in the great struggle tor mrvival. (Report of Proceed
ings of a Conferertce given by L Ph. 'PJNOT, former F .F.L Comm,andor.) 

lei PaTU Hebdo,.11-6-46. - The war .came·; The Japaneae occu.~. 
icd Indochina peacefully.. But, from October 1940, the first .a.Dti
Japanese demonstrations br,oke out in the country. Thue 'were riot.I 
in aeven distriCtl, directed against both ~e men of Vichy ana the 
men or-Tokio.. Some month, later, in 194J, the Viet Minh wu 
set up. Ill aiµl h to liberate IndocJtina Crom the Japanese invader 
and to holp the Alliee by ubotage and by inciting.the ci.ril population 
lo disobedience ... Bo Chl Minh ie the toul of this UD.d~gronnd fight. 
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La Dife,ue. 1~. - Fuci.lt Cor:ces act in motion the great war 
agaimt democratic peoplos. After the end of 1940, Indochina wu 
iayaded by Japane1e ~ troope. The French Government in Indochina. 
wh- duty it wu IO d.Cond the oeuutry againJt all external •w-iou, 

• capitulated. Decoux, the Governor Gaieral, became a 11ervant of the 
Japanese. b ·'Wu tlie Vietnameae who raiaed the standard in the 
auti:F"uciat Slr!'W"- They called, upon free French people to fight 
~ common battle. Decoux and hi.a agent.I replied in the "form of 
terrible reprisals. But,thcse ouly hel~d our people to atreugthco 

_ ., tbem.aelvea in the fight for national liberation. 
Soqn af'ter, Fucima was overoome in Europe. In the Pacific, 

-~~~ W~ in difficulties. .. Then ~e the coop-de force of 

Thia was tM opportunity the ·Vietnamese, had awaited to address 
their ultimate call to the French. But th~ gave themaelvea up to 

- the Japanese.or fled to China. Alone in- the faec of the enemy, and -
under the direction of the Viet Minh League, the Vietnamese rose up 
for the idecilive pbaae or the Resistance. NewA of the Japanese aur
reudcr of March 15th 1945 wa, tl,,e gjgual for the final struggle. Tho 
".1ctoriom inaurrecti~ft placed eower in" the h4Dda of the people. Ex
Empero,'Bao Dai abdicated. ' 

'The Republic was proc1aimed and the patriot 1cader Ho Chi Minh 
aocbµned ~~dent of _the Republic by the entire Vietnamese people. 

Jii.a e ~ouuc.Ue, 8-6-46. - The history of Viet Nam is u olc.1 
as th.at of India or Persia. Thia country'• love of liberty hn1 never 
diminished. 

• Onlthe eve of the world war, Japan rep±ted to the subjected 
poople of the South Eut the one hope of deli ance from an unending 
turopean domination, and many were the sympathies they held towards 
that country with whom they had common bond. of. hiatory, race 
an~ ciriJiutiob. / ~ 

But it wu against Ja}>an tha~e Vietnam.,e&c were going to fight. 
recognising os they did, at the _d • ·ve moment, wbo_>v. re their prin• 
cipal cnen;ues. . - / / 

V/ith a1tomihinf perspicacity, thf great patriot Ho Chi Minh, 
'\t..h.oni the reqch poµce h11d been a.sing for the last 30 yean, 
emerged from bis biding an~ mad~ p poeola to the French in Indo
\:hi.ba, for a common anti-Fasci.st Cron The colonial administration's 
reply. wu to 11end troops out against ietnameae patriots: Thus Viet 
:Nam came to fight the Japilneae Faaciatl on one front and the Vichy 

•collabpraton on tlte other. The hiatoric declaration or the League 
for the Independence of Viet Nam reveals even more clearly tlta ,m
worthy 11tand taken•up by the Vicbyiata who wJ:tere reprcaenlµlg fight. 
ing France. ' 

c .Agairui.~ inte'r1;ational Fa~ci.sm and £or the freedom of ~11 peo-
ples. Vic( Nam rangct itself on· the aide of dcmoerjlt.ic Corcea in the 
great Etraggle.· for survival. > • , 

. Lacking both munition& and ,arma, the partisans held in check 
the proud army of Tenno during the bloody encounters at Do Luonµ. 
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Bai Say, and Bao Son. The whole oC thu resbtance wu the work 
of tho Viet Minh. • • 

On,.Ma,,:b 9th 1945,. the' ban,..,.d Japo granted Viet' N- bu 
~::"&:'!::on, Tho Viet MinJ.i (or.,.{ally rejected it and got ready . 

• On Augun 18th, tho National· Liberatio;, Committee <imulled 
itaelf at Hanoi amidat wild popnlar enthwium and lll face of the 
powerle,s Japanese, baring firat 1wept away the puppet Go•emmait 
oC Tran Trong Kim. . 

The Republic of Viet Nam was proclaimed; and it is an indis. 
potable fact that it wu through fighting the Japaneie that Viet Nam 
won her independence. 

Since the outbreak of hostilities ahe h .. been on the a.ide ol the 
• democratic natiom and held back Japan.eae diviaion~- which might 

have been e.r;nployCd on._the Chinete and Burmese fron'tr. 
0 .,. 'fhe whoJc time the Vietnamese reeittance wu in- contact with 

the Allied Comm.and, to whom they ga~e all information. coneem.ing 
en.emy n'tov_ea. :t ~ 

1 

.• . 

Le, Etoile.,, 18-6-46. - We hove· not forgotten that there a people,, 
equal~1;0 .the peopl~ of France, fought grimly again.et war and,_treaaon. 
The&e people, ~e 1 our own, experienced mauacres_ depoltation,, and 
death camp11. The broiling Poul~Condor, infected with yellow fever, 
was no less vi1e than the Ravensbruck, ~uachwit&' and Hauthaueen 
concentration campe. Coolies and inte11ectuale, reaistanta from the 
deltn or the mountains. .tortured iqdividuala wilh yellow faces -
their courage, will to win, and their proud love. oC liberty,. were u 
great 'ns tha.e of U5 nt home who gave their lives for the came of 
mankind: - , 

But whnt it. not generaUy rcaliaed is that the Vietnamese people 
suffered more than the Frend1, for to invation and brutal oppression 
waa added the Jong-drawn-out and mercileu totture of 1tarvation. • 

2.000.000 -deacl in the fint months of 1945. Did France know 
the like? (Franc,;olre CoR)!izB.) 

Franc-Tire~r, 6-7-46 . ...:.. On March 9th 1945, after a carefully 
prepared coup de force, the Japanese High Command ~put an end 
to the Vichy G-Ovemment of Admiral DecoUX, which bad lasted en-er 
fivQ yean. The Japaneac took over dte direct adminiltration or 
Indochina, and establlihed in each country 0£ the Union govern• 
ments on who!IC~ eupport it ~ould count. During this• ti.me,lh,.e f · 
Vietnameae Independence group, the Viet Minh, founded in 1941_ 
to fight againet Japanese colonialiem, COntint1ed its underground 
activitiet, whilet the remnant.a of the French army. took refuge on 
Chinese 90iJ. 

But when, in AUgult 1945, Japanese power ·crumbled, the Viet 
Minh re!olved to take over by force the administration of Vietnamese 
couutrie., and on September 2nd 1945 Preoident Ho Chi Minh pro
claimed the independ~ce of Viet Nam. 

' ' ' Fraternite . . - Under him (Bo Chi Minh),,,the entire Viet Nam 
ro11e to the call of the country. and patriotic o_i:saniaationa coDlprising 
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the whole people without di.atin~t;ion oC due, religion or race raised 
higla. the standard of national liberation. His main a'chie.ement in 
thia work of organw.Dg the people· Wat the League Jor the Indepen'!• 
ence of Viet Nam, in 1hort, Viet Minh, which merged nll the organ• 
isatiODA fighting for the independence of the country into a wide 
·national front . .., Thia' eplendid achievement of national unity, we 
a.re proud "lo uy 1 is unique in the world; and yet it has a. eimple 
ptj,nciple: c The Vietnameee love their Fotherland and desire it.s 
inaependence. • It is up 4o the patriote to organise and throw them 
ael•es into the fight. -,. Tbllt ii what out leader told ua at the end 
of .. 1940, after the capitulation of Langson, when the Japaneee intend
erl to ~ the whole of Indochina as their epringboard in the impend
ing Paci.fie war. -We undentood liim well, and we eet to work ; 
and, iu u eho~·hil~ the Viet :Minh became lhe ·countereign and 
warcry of the Vietnameee people in their aujtggle against Jnpnnf'.se 
F~ ahd tl,e pro-Japaneae Decoux odmirustration. (D. T.) • 

La ~R.uc, 9-8-46. - As soon at (h_e first Japanese troops landed, 
the k.ague for tl\e Independence· oC Viet Nam, or Viet Minh, was 
founde~ COl}'lprising all demooratic force, of the country, in order to : 
. ). Figh't Japanck and French Fa.sci1t force., and eventually to 
hrinl oboot the independence of Viet Nam undt.r the 11ign of demo
craoy;., 
~ .. _R~der ;!S!itance to the United Nations in the fight agoimt 

world Falocianl. . 
In Tonkin, after the shameful surrender of. General Sabatier's 

force in ~•ce o( Japanese troops during the e!.eny of Ma~ ~ 1945, 
the Viet Minh made great cfl'orta to draw l':{9tch democratic eJem
enta· to its aide in the fight agaimt Japanese militarism. But apart 
from • few officen and eoldiers-whO fell in wholeheorledly, the 
niajority of French troope Ocd to China once they had .been dieamted 
by Vietnamete partisa.nL Armed ~-th these spoilt, Vietnameae troops 
wem able to attack the Japanese rmy nnd to Pree a quarter of their 
land, before tho Japnneoe downCal 1 . . ~ • 

In Annim, ~r .March 9th, the ,re olu1tonnry forces rOl!e up 
on .JI ~id~_and h~d the Japan oops.I . • 

\.....F('"ually, in Coohioc'hina, they .!,.U dcd in col!ecung ~e. AO&nly 
arm.~ remaining after the French· s tt1e, aqd m orgamsmg :111 

anti-fucilll revolutionary youth move ent, cradle of tl,e future 
movements of workers, pcuants and 6 hten. 'At the •nme time u 
carrying on numet'OU5 acta of ea.botage against the Japanese A.mty. 

_ they establiehed direct contact with the North in order to &ecure 
' material help and to Provide assist~ to the Allies in the c-.·ent of 

a landing or of parachute droppings. 
Th11& while the. famous c 1phere of co-()roeperity • of a. Great 

Oriental Asia petered out, a network of provincial eommiUee& was 11et 
up and preparntiona act on f<>?t for the iMurrection of Augu8l 1945. 

J;.M: lµRTIUCR, c Doc Lap>, Parll 1946: 

c. The Viet Minh party ie tho• Cree Crom any taint of colloboratiou 
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with the Japa. It wu anl'ortaute that tbe rnoluticmuieo wllo made 
up the putr had to ._pt within their nab - pro-J•-· 1 
elementa, u the Dai Viet party in North Toalda and the Coodaiata 
In Cochinc4inL > • f • 

Mountain folk of all rao•• and guerrillu oE the Viet Minh threw 
in all .theie Corees agaitut the Japanese and 1peead hip' ho,- al 
revolution u they canied their.meuajle oC Creedom to A.l•ti• peopleo. 
French and American pantroop, went ahoat 1n· the moanteln
rcgiom ~ contact lrom time to time with hoth -French oolainna and 
Viet Mi.oh groupg. They'lived in cavee., fipting a malaria more deadly 
even than the" Jape. • 

At la•~ oa Augart 25t!i the Repuhlic wu ptoelaim'!1·· a 
Government 0£ national union. > 

• P. Mus, c Le Yi~ ~am cha lui >, Parh 1946 : 

_ c Without a pending too much, time enumeratinl) the . ••riom 
putiea, I 1bould like to remind you that between 1941 and 1942 there 
were variOu1 divergent elem~ta in China and under Chincee patronage. 
~•ch had it, leaden and ite 1pecial programme. Bot all were united 
again,t the l:ommon enemy at Lieon 'Pcheon, In Angmt 1942, which 
ConCerence gave birth to tho League _of Revolationii.ry Organiaationa, 
the Viet Nam Cacb .Menh Dong Minh Doi, directed primarily againtt 
the Japanese and secondly against thei{ accomplice&. French c Fuciau > 
w~o, in Indochina, 1prang from the Vichy rigime. > . 
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JV.-VIETNAMESE ATIEMPTS 
TO ESTABLISH A COMMON 

ANTl:FASCIST FRONT, AND ATIITUDE 
TAKEN UP BY THE FRENCH 

,...IN INDOCHINA 

1) APPEALS TO THE FRENCH 1N lNDOCHlNA 

c Tuming a blind eye on the paa~ the political, religioua, cultural, 
co-operative, or pnrely friendly groups united in the League for the 
Iadepeadonoo oC Viet Nam (the Viet Nam Doo Lap Doug Minh, o, 
Y°UJt Minh), put forward propoaah to the 'French in Indochina to 
,et up ~ them • OOmmon anti-fatci.tt front. Very few have 
1'0l))Ollded lithe Appeal. -SympathUCn of democratic idcah do not 
ahoun<I ~ e 1forld of colonialiat.s. The Viet Minh and ita leader 
well Im.cw • , hut hoped that. after aeeing the eulferiog, or France 
ander defeat. 1onu~· apub of eontcicnce wou1d hie been awakened. 

Vain hdpc! Having let Indochina fall to the Ja mete, the French 
ootonia.liata, paying regard ·only to their own ) fety and persona] 
i.nlel"elll, are now collaborating with troopa of the occupation. From 
day to day they awaited the meetiug of Axia troops t!Jrougb tho 
U.S.S.R. or China. The Army, adminiatration, and bw.ineu circlet 

• alike, turned a .deaf car to the' in vita~· 01 of the Vietnamcae resistance. 
• Vietnameae patriou thna found emtelvct alone, fightin on two 

front, againtt Japaneae milit~ d,. "chy OOloniali~m. With 
• Alli~b p th«:r_ ae\'e,:tJielCM achieved ti ory O'f'Cr"'- then· two£o1d 

ad• tn Augwt 1945. · 
poor reepoMe wu elicited by th reiterated appeala. Very 

poor, alu, becauae the French in lndoch a who were unwi.Hing to 
eene the Japaneae Fuciau t:ontented ilienuclvca in general with 
puai•e reaiataoce. Very £cw decided to aet out for China or the 
Vietnameac highland.a to take an actiye ?art in the atruggle. 

Thia baa been reported with regre4 and not without aomo uneasy 
rooling, hy Profeaaor J .• M. IIDntlCH : 

c In the meantim~ a handful o'r eincere men, (not more than one 
hundred all over Indochina), managed lo help \be Alliea. A planter 
reoeiYed a trammitter Crom tome Crienda in Singapot"e with whom 
he had been in cc;mtact. ·Some trader in "Hanoi had met an American 
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who it now in China at the head of the teeret undergromad network. 
Some friend;' gathered together and euhansed information;.,_ When 
Allied aircraft were >foroed down. in the wilder-, !her woald go 
for the 1urrivera to help,them. back to tho Chineoe border:_ The same 
help wa11 extended to prisonen of war who had e1e1ped. _ -

As for the followen of Decoux, their frame of mind wM well 
known,, Highly ~mitive women l""Pl in thinking of the handaome 
G-erman officen falling on the batt1e6elda. It wu rather a mauer 
of pride among the officers of th~ D.C.A. to have abot down American 
planes. c It's so ,much like shooting pigeolll, my deu ,,,. And !her 
willingly accepted a good lunch with Jap officers. Mter all, w~ they 
Dot the conquei-on of Singapore ? •· .. 

• '· ( c Do.c Lap,,o, p. 56:57.j 

From 1941 \o 1945, tlie Vi~t.name&e reeidance_ iJiceeaantly ipade 
appeah to French patrjoll and anti-Falcia)S in hidol:h.ina, an~ put 
forward proposals of alliance ,againat Japanese Fatciun . ., • 

Similar appeals weTe renewed many time.a, particlJlarly in 19~, 
to the official French ~sistance in Cochinchina u in Tonltln, but 
they were nlwaya disregarded by the Decoux Adminiatration. Didn't 
they come from an anti-Fuciat organiuti~n ? ; 

c 'Full blame Dlust be laid on the ehon-sighted policy of the F~c.D 
. atithorities of the time, because it is euy to aateaJ,-from the 1tre:ngth 
of the Viet Minh resistance, juet hpw much heroism an~ combined 
force of French.and Vietnamese figbten couJd have been 'used~againet 
the J11panese on March 9th, ~1945 ... > ' 

Victor LEJEUNE and Louis R.svoL for the North zone, 
. Andre. CANAC o.nd Guy RoLU.ND for the South zone. 

{Extract from c Temoi.gnogc JUI' flndochine par de, Fron,gai4 
d'lndochinc >, Paris, 1946.) . 

We give here the· text or one ~mong seve~al appeals made liy the 
Vietnamese a.d.tl:Faaciat reaistan'ce: • 

c Join our cnmj, to throw off our Common boridagel, 
To French soldiers and legionaries! 
To the F-ren.ch in lndocltina 1 Joyal to France? 
The Japanese have carried o~. the Pacl&c ~ar; so ae to accompliah 
their pJan of ,looting!_:, 

. We sllbjected ~eople of lndoehinii regard ou-:9el!e& as. PA:". ~f /. 
Ilic international anti-fascist front, and we wa~ly innte you to JOlh 
in our side. Haven't we a commoit enemy to fight? ho'! Indochin~ 
being exploited ancJ. oppressed by.the French•Japan~e fasca,i.? Wasn t 

• sho betrayed by French Hit1erites like PCtnin who are the real authora 
or the June defent? Notliing could be more reasonable than that we 
should unite qgainst the COJllmon Fa.sci.et ene~y. ExP,l~ited clal&CI . 
and subjected pcbp~es of the world, we h!'ve indeed a high _duty. to 
unite in our efforts to save humanity from the horrora .of Fascum and 
to put an smd _to a war of a~ities. 
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~le aay ,re are ill-du~ towards you, and u proof relate 
the ltOry o£ Lanpon. But the injmti- committed against c..rtain 
French aoldien in the adminutrativc centre of Langaon in 1940 (the 
pcrpertnton of which, paid agenll 'of the Japaneae, cynically called 
t.betnle1vee c League (or the Restoration of Viet Nam - Viet Nam 
Phuc Quoc Dong Minh >) were a kind: of re~ction to the de teated 
~'rencL oppreacicln which had I,..,, measured out in the name of 
French in:rperiaJ~m·. 'these !_njustlces were provoked elsewhere by 
the Jiapane!e mmtarists themselves,, who wanted to throw the French 
imperialists into colllplete eh101-, with the intent to match cprivilegen 
in Indochina. 

For ·'qf• OP.Pre!aed peoples, our enemy is not France, your mother, 
hut ~ French Fa-.cista, tr8iton of. th~r country, executionere of our 
'people. l'hat i1J why-we are ready to co-operate with all the French in 
Indochina, both qi4jl and military, who are aincere in their desire 

'to fight :with us again.at the fasci~t Franco-JapaJ?eSe military. For we 
.. well-undentand.that they hate the latter a.a.we do and that they ore 

m0vlng lll~ly toward.a a llituap.on in which they ,will have no 
alternative l>ut to .b; sympathetic to lite cawe of lnd!)Chine!e revolution. 

• F":!1ch· .aold,i_en an11eg.ionafiee! 

Refuse to shoot against the S11bjected peoples of Indochina, who 
tight only {or national freedom, for their right to live. Rcfu~ to 
Woo\ die· ~amitea who fight beneath the flag of the League for 'the 
Jndepend~~- of Viet Nam (Viet Minh). 

:- French •ea]dien and legionaries! French of Indochina, loyul 
'toW'arde French cJemocra'cy! The people of France have suffered t!)O 
mu~ 8ll 'f"e, physically and morally. The day ;\ not for off when 
they wi,ll, rise up and sp-it out their hate and mifery in the Cocca of 
their oppressors and traiton. 
, In die PaciJic, Japari ha, achieved no more than temporary or 

,1ocal victories. ·And, despite ther~l:lims of ,its-lying propaganda, the 
'fchung~K.ing Autumn counter-offenE·•e and the pnval encounters at 
Salomon were crowned with success. soon as the dem~c for«s 
.begin to reform and'co-ordinate the troopsJ the Jae.anet:e :1rmy will 
be roo~. The faie--o.lthe Paci6e ia bein~-g 'Jayed out in Europe. If 
tie lgpyllOl' l,loc""in thelOrient bre~b up the Jap'anese Faacist beast 
will'be"alain. The future is in the hands o democracy, not of Fa.sc.i.sm. 
• French soldiers and legionaries I G d&0n.s of the supporters of 
the Commune, great Grandsons of the 1789 re~olutionoriC8! Be 
wo~ of your ancestors. 'The time ia ripe. Organise yourselves! Arm 
yourselves for the fight! Help us 'throw oll' the common yoke! Tum 
your Corcea against the Japaneae. who· opprw us, and the Fascia, 
Ft-ea.ch who shame you I . 

.Come over to the iide of-our people! Let the anti-Fnscist, anti• 
1apan• FranCO:.Viftn,._meae froni h.e formed on lndoehinese territory! 

l ,C Down with the Jap8ne86 militnry cliques! 
Down with IBitleriam! 
Down: with the FN!ncli Faaci&l,l 
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'' 

·. ) . 
Long live French free<joml 
Long live the inte~ational anti.fucl.at front! 
Long !live Indochine,e freedom! • 
Long Jive the independence of people! • 

October 10th. 194!. c 
'-

2) FRENCH COLONIALISTS' COILABORATION WITH l,U,AN 

T/,,J E:Onorni&t,. Feb..;a;,,. 8th, j947; .In i:;;do-~ the iap.;..,;/. 
were content to maintain French authority intact uiatil the •l?_ljng ol 
1945 ... ; by tlii& lime the Annameoe revolution_ary mcnement had 
h.ecome ao cloaely uoociated with Chineae onpport that tha Jap,meoe 
could make no noe of. it,, and all they eould do, wu to proclaim the 
independence of the F='ch-protected Kingo of Amiam, Cambodia ,md 
Luang Praban1r and take over direct control themoelns izi·.Saigon .,. 
Hanoi. . .' Ouly in Indo-China is nationaliam fairlt free from a pro
Japaneee paot, and that is beeauoe there it WU the French rulero who 
co-operaied with Japaii, while the Annameae aooght the protection ·of, 
China. • • • ·' • - , J 

TM Economi&r, August 3011i; 1947: Morally the French cue wao 
far wenlcer than ~e Dutch, for the c Vichy> admiuiltration in· lndo
China had been· collahorating with Japan up to Much 1945, and the 
Viet Minh ha<;! been a resistance p&;rty supported by the Chineee aod 
American ~uthorities in Kunming. . . . 

Robert BARRAT, (c Tiimoisnage Chretien·>, ht Mardi, 1946) ;~-

• French ,coloruali.,u remained deaf 10· the repeated app!>OD by 
the League for the lndej>endenee of Viet Nam. The stab\! taken up 
bf the greater. part of the French adn;lin.iltratiCJ? under Japaneae 
ocdupation • was auch that the leaden of \he' Annamite nati.onelut 
·movement cl.early revealed· that FraDce had implicity ~ounced the 
l'rotccL?rate Treaty of 1883. > . ~ 

. c And hesid°' >.' declared Mr. R. lAucHAR in" hb' book ·c Ro/ala 
mr tlndoc.hine >, C the Japanese were IO powerfnl. It WU far b~ . 
to co--operate with them than to figh·t ~thein. ·> ·And became the French 
Adm.ioiatrntion c dared> to arrange for the placing of Japan&e'trooP• 
in Indochina inatead of lettin'g" them ·do aa they pleased, our author 
WTote... C Retro&pectively; hnving witneaed the feall accomplished ' 
by the army and. fleet. of the Empire oC tho Riairig Sun in 1942, 
everyone waa aato~ded ~t our audacity~> . ,. • • : 

It wu t,Jierd'ore on grounds of prudence that the French in 
_Indochina refrained from reaponding to the appeal. of the Vietnam
reeiatance. c The -4.ipericans dropped: armt to the Viet Minh guen;illu 
atationdf in· the monntaina., while the paft:Y increaeed ill bold -on the 
towns .. , How ridiculoml Ai if it _coqld harm the lap~~ who ,l>ould 
frtce up to th~ whole world! > ... , 
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HOW THE COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION ClOLLABORATED 
' WITH -JAPAN 

In September 1940 Marshal l'tTA11'1 declared:-

« Alt~r much ~Section. .1 have' ordered my Government to open 
aJ".negobation1 ,nth la]!ADt ao that we may avoid a war fatal to 
Jndochina and may aafeguard· our ~tial right.a.> • 

lh>ing decided on a ,policy of collaboration with J·apan, Admiral 
Decoux was chjlrged.. with ita execution. In obedience tO Japanese 
inj"?ctiona, Viche,·or~ered the Fron~ High Co~m4'1d in Indochina 

• to ugn a oen .. of military pa"tu ceding Ind'!F.""a 10 tho Japaneoe 
armed force.a. Deapite a atatement of M. Baudoin, who attempted to 
min.imiie the importance of the French capitulation, Mr. Cordell Hull 
origoronaly proteoted, on September 23rd. 

The ~ichy French attitude cnco'unged the Japanese in, their 
~iti~Iil- ~ving •ob~mitted to Japanese uiediation in their quarrel 
Wlth S11.n:4• France began to impoae. ever-stricter military conditiow. 
1t ii .true that the French radio, which informed occupied France of 
the 11agea by which the Japaneoe steadily got bold . of Indochina, 
cou.tinuell to iuaert that th.ii occupation c does not seek to damage 
the~~la'hy of French· aovereignty >. (May, July, December 1941, 
NoYeinlia(l!/42, Malcl,, August, November 1943, March, August 1944.) 

c The official 11eizure of Indochina by the Japanese took place 
on the dt.Y following Pearl Harbour. The 9~ecemher Agreement 
sa.actionea it But it had been prepared long a· ce ... 

l Conceeeion after concession led to the • u.mntum of September 
22nd 1940 and the Agreement of July 1941, which opened up Southern 
Jndochina to lapanese~troopa. When Peta.in came to power, General 
Ca~~ who was then ~vemor tneral, went back to Europe and 

., Admiral Decoux ~•• ~t to repla him. He ii the most responsible 
for tho present aituation... . • /.~ 

Such Was A~al .Qecou.x'a eerv1lity tokarda the Japaneae that an 
-ofJiciall the~( the'-pme said of hi~' 1 c When a Japancee a.ab 
t0Lh.t6tting paper, he tends him tho de and the armchair as well! » 

The French in Sai8on were eo-dia ated by· this Eervile atiitude, 
' that Governor Rivoal couldn't bide his pugnnD.cc. Even the leader 

ot the German m.i.u:ion, Colonel Neumann, found it ao excessive that 
l;ie hoped. by being merely friendly, ~ acquire for the Reich all that 
the .French might have been able to make away with Cfom the 
Japabeae plnnderinga. • . 

The c f•~ade, of French admioiatra.tion continue4 under Decoux1e 
Govemmenlt but in fllct it was the JnP.anece who ruled and who made 
uae of the rich.et of° the ·country~ • 

Some large 1eale French fi.rm.e were ah1e to provide great supplies 
of food t.o ·the .Japanese, by means of which they gained milliom or 
piutres and ainaaled enormous fortune.a, for which they hove not n8 

yet been called to account. • • 
In this way 'the French loat what little conaideratiOn the Annamitea 

had for tliem., • 
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Admiral ~ ~mplied with all tho condition, e:ucted by 
!b• Japan- ultimat-, wbieb demanded tile control of baab and 
customs, and tho diaafmament of Freneb troope. Ho alao paid tho 
120 million piu,_ wmeb the occupying. foreea c,r!Jed £~ quar
terly. Decoux wu for lnddebina a roinforeed Petain. 

• If the Japane.ae got hold o{ Singapore u euily, they owed it 
to Decoux. For in effect it was he who ceded them the na•al IUld 
o.ir basea of Rach Gia 'and Ha Tien, in the Gulf of Siam, in 1940, 
from where tho bomber tquadrona of the Rising Sun took ofC. » 
(C. l>ELoNc. fOrdre, 26-27th Jan.nary 194!.) 

.J 

SOME ASPECTS OF VICHY-JAPANESE 

~ COLLAB9RATION 

While the ·Japoneee were enj(!ying their first aucee'.alea in the 
•l'acilic - and while the democratic Partice oC Viet Nam, united 
under the VietrlUinh, were ince&Nntly cal.ling: upcin the people to 
fight agairut Japanese Fasci.am - the Frenqb colonialiata were be
coming the handmaid of Japane8e militarism. There are several sides 
to thia Franco-Japanese c coUaboration > : 

I 

l) FRENCH COLONIALISTS COLLABORATED DIRECTLY 
WITH _JAPAN FRO~~ THE MILITARY ANGLE 

. (No~:: Tei.ti on the c Seizure by Japan of French Indochina > 
cak- W~uny in number 78 of the c Note, documentaires et Etu
rles > (~;ie coloniale IX),. publiahed by the French Ministery in Indo
china, 'June 15th 1945. The text chiefly \:oncemed with the military 
coUabor,tion between French colonial ;nuthorilies and the Japanctt 
Army oP Occupation is ~at of December 9fW't941.) . 

At Hanoi on December 9th 1,941, a c local military agreement 
concetning the commund defence of French IndochiOA , was signetl 
between Governor .Gene~al Decoux on the (?De hand, nnd Major 
Gcoeral Tyo, representing the Jfpanesc Arm,-, on the other. We 
r:::r1l-Bar~:/!awee of the a*ent, sjgned on the-da following 

I - ,.-.____, • i \,_,/"' General pri ple4 • 

1. The, French authorities in dochina • will• co-operate with 
all means at their disposal with the apance,e Army, in the defcuce 
of French •Indochina, and in ~nfonnity with agreements belween 
:t'rancc.and Japan. 

• • 2. lndoehineae authorities guarantee public order throughout Indo
chinese territory for the duration of operations by the Japanese 
Army, so as to safegu_ard the <rear columns of the Japaneae Anny. 
Jnpane8e troops, if need be, will co-opei-ate in this field with Indo
chinese authorities. 

• 3. lndoch}nese authorities offer the Japane50 Anny all facilltie.R 
(pr troop movements, auppliea, and for setting up military establi~h
mCfla. 
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4: Tloo defence -..m\e di~ided accordingly: 
Japon,c.4e. Army: Southern Indochina and. eve'ntually, the other 

regioo1 where the Army will be stationed. 
lndochin~ Army: Northern. Indochina and other regiona where 

lndochineoc troop• will be etatione,J. Should Ja- and !Jnilo. 
chineac troops be stationed in the 1unc eector, • special 1grecmmt 
will be mnde to govern detail.a or c.onimon defence on the spot. 

S. Sepautc agreemente will regulate co-op;r,tion with ~g~ to : ' 

- Anti-aircraft defence· 
.....:. Coutal defence;· -✓ 
- Sea and air navigation; 

- M:eao.e of tran&port; 
- Conununicationa; • -
- Uae of equipment and m'anpower; 
- Fight. agaimt eepionage; 
- News CO!dl'Ol. ' . BIIDoi, December 9th, 194J.. 

Vice. Admiral DECOUX. 
Major Genend TYO, 
repre,,nlinJ• tloe <;L.C~ 
• Jopane,e Army. 

Si~ed: T"[O-

Here is another teatimony we have. got by c.hancc : letter D1Dl'l• 

her 2345'.-DNI-2 Crom the Governor General to the Colonel Commmd• 
ing the Air Force in Indochina : 

c By letter no. 1416--3-S of July let 1942, you want•. to .bow 
what reply you ,hould give ,hould the lapane,c Airfor<e uk you 
to build a'1tone-pavcd landing ,trip of a .tho~d to tweln hundred 
metres on the territory o£ Thai But, Son·~,.J>hy Tho and Ha Giang. 

I beg to inform you that 1ucb a request mmt. be met with· 
c •the broade,t 1pirit of co.operation >. You would ha•e to Worm 
the intercsted partie,. or the neoesaary delaya in carrying ,oal the 
requeated worb and of. ou.r firm intention. to do them- oa:nelna. 
Should the military aviation, deem it ~neCCISBry iU'e1£ to undertake 
the whole or . a part or the worb, we -.hould take charge of the 
parchuin8 of the Ji.nd and anange £or the hiring of mblpower. > 

J.M. H'ERTRICH (Doc lAp, p. 192). - Tho American attitude 
regarding the French may teem 1trange. We must admit tllat' oll 
the fault.a are not thcinl 

'bu.ring th~ wont peri(?d o.£ the Decoux regime, ~e .officen, 
ea'l}ecially ,among tb08e who , commanded our Anti•Ai~aCt un.ita, 
did not hesitate to ~hoot at American planee. In official cil'Cleg, 

. it waa said that 1ome c perf'ormadcea > had been rewarded. 

( 

Wom out by the clima\e,. depreued by Vichy and Decow: 
propaganda, too manr. officen' were thinking only 0£ their own 
aa£ety .... d their pencmal intereou. We may leave th- oon£uaed 
._ to the Anny to judge. Bot the Americane wen, entitled •~ be 
iadig,w,t. > " - . 

~2) ~NCH COWll(lALISTS LED AN ACTIVE ANTI-ALLIED 
AND PRO:FASCIST CAMPAIGN 

. ' 
Lener -Crom Admiral .Decoux,. GoYfflJOr General of Indochina, 

to the head, of the local adminiotratiooe : 
c l beg lt"'ereby to !forward you the in1truciiont neceeaary to 

• the ooa.nteracting, by oral propaganda, of Pluaic>o.1 created by ?th. ::i~='~ declaration, in Chungking in the hearu of eome Indo- • 

Tb-'c imtruction1 mwt be .carried out by the Chief a of Pro.' 
vincee ~•moog· thoee who might hove !cot a heedful ear to Mr. Wal
Jace'.1 decbu.ations. 1 ._ 

• Local departmental LP.P. heade will be inetrncted in other 
reapecta. to puhlitb article,, without detriment to Wallace's declar
atiou,"'oo thc~present U.S. p0Hcy towards the 6mall-\:ountriea. The8C 
a~~)will aerve u batil £or the oral propaganda referred to in 
our ~ocpmel.tary. > (Paul Mus, Le Viet Nam ch<z.'lui.) 

France, half the world away fiom Indochina ca.nnot be divided 
~p inlet, p~~- She remain, wholly con!i1tent in her vario~ expre&.s• 
ions. Cri.t1cisma, or whatever so!', of th • eaa imported by her, 
even ;when ~he bcnelf seem.I to deny them, would only discredit 
bereelC. . • • ,. 

Identification or the Manhal'a wi1dom with that or eon£ociua, 
wae one of the fe.vonrite them$ of the Saigon radio. A qaettion 
then came to the minds of Ii ~nen : why•have the French ~me 
to teach us. at great COil, 80 thing t1iat A1ia Ju,Ou.Q. for more 
than 1 two and >-4._al( thouaand yean~ /l'he Vic:li'y ey,tem "condemns 
ila 9,~ opporient.e. 7Now it is iu.elf~6demned; for the old acholan 
'u~rmmated by 111 were familiar en ugh with the teaching of Con
fucim,,- ind know better than ivo· t whys and wheref'orea. 

And what propaganda being rried out sim.ultaneomly· with 
repreaaioo ! Suffice it £or me to tell you that a ,·enion of the classical 
compariaon between Pitain Dnd Joan of Arc bu been formulated 
for,tbe lndochine1e. c Joan or Arc was a great saint, who uvcd 
oar Fether-Jand tt11d cht1acd out the 'English. Th6 Man.ho.I too ii 
a very great saint, BDd we expect a dove 10 come otit of Jui mouth, 
too, when he diea~ > ' , 

About the same time. a teacher wrote to a newspaper editor : 
c H we want to check Gaulliun and Communism, which arc ane, 
much --blood moat ·be .,bed; and ir wo arc reluctant to 1hed blood, 
wbat would happen?> What effect do,yoo imagine would be pro
duced .)'pGD ,the - Amwnitee by ouch appeal, addreeeed IQ them? 
Another declaration from a teacher : c Some tompla.i.n of Faecu.m, • 
some ol Hitleriun. But what then'?· We are no longer afraid of 



;I 
wonb. Theee very> tegimea apqllg ~ a large• extent from Fnm.~ 
idea.a. .. > . • '·- ~d 
• Beyond the re<ervations of Fnnco-Japaneae co~tlod, ."' 

aaw the much more dreadful ahadow o{ Franco-IDtlente co~• 
ilm apreading over Indochina. Thi■ hu brought ·forth aelano~• 
comequencee, patently expoeed before the eyea 0£ a people who are 
fully competent to pU8 judgemeD!- upon tu. . 

If in putting ounelves i.p. the p1ace of the Indochm~ we 
reo er: the tile of collaboration, which we abut, aomewhat hurnedly 
a ,tort while ba'ck, we shall not fail to~ diteove~ a ompJ1:telr~ new 
cBwc for anxiety. • , • • • . • 

• • . ./ . 
3) ~GE SCALE ECONOMJC_C~PERA'.Q:Q_N Bf,TWEt;N ..,. 
FRENCH GOLONIALISTS AND. JAl_'AN : FRENCH TRQ91:S,:, 

nWNTAINED AT THE EXPENSS OF T~ 
VlET-NA.l\lESE PEOPLE 

. ,• ; -~ •' ' . 
1. Ri'ce i,u(>ply : Aa French cololl.!al aµthoritia wect to r.a.id .1!:, 

country, 00 preci~ figur~ are available. B~t 08 a ,result ?" .~411f 
ioni of rice for- the Japanee~ 2,000,000 died of atarvalton, pt,(the 
beginning of 1945. . _ ..... ''l. •• ;, 

2. Row materials : rubber, w~olfram, coal, iro::°, t..tn, ~- linen, 
etc. Tho.11&and of hccta,.. of ricefields were· d°.'~l~· for ~ Ja~an: 
,.. capitallat companiea _(Tai~-Sen,. K~~h•!rl·K<liaha, Mita\thialn 
Shoji Kooao Nichimen, J1Uugyo Mataichi~ Cice1, etc.), The ~aa_ntlJ 
were 'comi,etled to raise jute, ·lirien and_ 'cotton in Ute•'atelld o.~ race,-

3. Cott of maintenance of Ja}>aneae troops. In .a note Cr~m lhe 
Secretary General of the Governor General, J. Cowm, money 'c <:°-:'~-
0059 iona > t~ the Japanese troops w~re giv~n u follow, : . • , 

1940 ....... · .. · · 
1941 .. 
1942 ............. . 
1943 ..... · . · .... · · 

6,000,000.00 pia.etres 
sa,000,009.00 piastres 
85,626,911.31 piaot .... 

1~7,227,319.07 piaetres ,. 

Total ft the end of 1943 .. , 266,8:;4,230.38 piastre'. 

(Note : Item of instalment& made in 1943 :) _ • ... / ,_ 
l~t half year . . . . . . . . . . 44,852,191.64 p~u~re: • • '-
2nd half year ..... : . . . . 31,600,407.75 p1a&tre 

ComplemCntary allowances : -
November • • 
December ..... • • • 

Total ..... , , •. •· ·: 

20,387,359.84 piaot~• 
20,387,359.84 pia,tres . 

U7,227Jl9:o7 pi.,tres 

Thpre ie no information -abo~t die in~talmenll fo~ ~944 and 
1945 HoWever on December 24th, 1943, the Japanese m1as1on mnde 
,. ~est for 3i6,000,000 piaatres by the fint or Se~lember \C)44.' ,nil 
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the French agreed ~o a tint ?•yment ~f 18,000,000 piastres 10 be 
made 1n J.anaary, 1944. 

Ut ii tignificant to point out. that the budget of the Go\'cmor 
Genenl for 1?45 ran to 299,500,510 prutre, - that is to Hy less 
than .25.000,000 per month - what the French paid to the Japant"M' 
npreoented four limeo the budget.) 

Mme Andree V101.1.1s (La Mar,<ill•ue, December l9-25th, 1946). -
Viet Nam waa rilled by' an oligarchy or hig_planter!, rice grower~ 
ind&trialiata, traden, moi:e or desa boun4j by Trana. They were 
alwaY! a\ one in aweating their 20 million employL'<'ll, even resorting 
tq forced labour. With a pres, <>n ... their payroll, 1mcl eivil ~rvant& 
aa their •,iooge,, they were all-powerful, · 

During .the Japanese occupation; these gentlemen indulged in 
PC!taini11m, and ~afficking with tl1e Japaneec, thm • reaJising huge 
profit.a.· Uacd not Admiral Decoux to tay : c( Economic queetioru 
arc not my 8epartment f? - a very facile way· of dtirkiog one'11 
reepon&ibilitiee. There were monopolies in ground nuts, fat!, sugar, 
cereals. E;Verything was collected {or the Japanese and the Truats . 
Pricee aoared. The mu& of the p,:ople Jived in the m0&t 8qualid 
milery. Many of the19-• joined the Maqui&, where some French fol-

• lowed th~ But repre&&ion wu hJ"!ltal; overcrowded prison,, tor
tures, becutions. The Police Force, or Forcea rather - there were 
many com~g in seal - were ovenluti£ul. Thoee weie the days! 

But •ufdenly' the feut waa disturbed. Sacce&&ively, the advent 
of th€'° N~~ Frlnce, the Japanese collapse, the proclamation of the 
'9ietnam«.e Republic. The oliga·rchy WOii uneaay. Should they pack 
up arid~ quy, or .at Jeut gi':,e way? 

0

4) FRENCH COLONIALISTS SET UP A REGIME OF TERROR 
AND TAKE REPRESSIVE ~IEASURES AGAINST 

ANTI-FASCIST ntOVEMENTS 

• .,£~ 
offlclAL ;-r:·ENTS • 

c We,~Emile Grandjean, R~d~t Superthr in Tonkin~ 
0~ all . offi~ the Judiciary ilice 10 seize all over the 

territ2!r'ol' Toiikfu, by ordinance of Poli nil copies of the June 5th 
1940 i111ue of th~ newepaper c Cand.id'e > and nnr, other pub1ic8tion 
containing the apology of ex-General de aulle. 

Hanoi, December 311a, 194-0: 
• (Signed:) GRANDJEAN. • 

Circular of Au&wi 22nd by the Governor Gcne.ral of lndoc.hina lo all 
heads of locol AdininMrratio,uy .concerning Gaulliai activiriei ;,, 
ln<(ochina : 

c A powerful AnSlo-Gaulli11t propaganda move~ent i1 now takin~ 
place, to rally the French to the other aide of rai&tance and fight
ing organiaation1. •• Several broadcast c meMagea > have called upon 
the French to join the c Army of Insurrection> organised by Gener:il 
de Gaulle and the French Gov~mment fighting with the Aillies. 

, -35-



At Kwuning, 09 the borden ol our Joni • Ga..W.. bnaal, 
orpniutiop iJ -rting coatinual 'p........, on our ~.~ 
in. Yuuoan. Let me ,emind yoa ol the imtro.._,. I b"" --, . 
given concerning the neceuity ol keeping reYOlutionuy elementa - . 
of harm', way. All atepo mutt he taken to .....ue that maahen 
of the GaulliJt orgmiHtion.o, which ha .. bee able. to (~rm bl, -. 
shall be iclentified and arrated in -the ......, way. ao (oragn .,_ 

All mea11 ol external communioation which they may employ 
moot be minute!:,' ...rched. : . 

To thiJ el'fect, you·. m111t auengthen meaaureo already taken and 
aee ·to it that <!Very act of pzopaganda againot the aaf.!)ty of the 
nation ,ball be immediately IDPP~ _I lay•~ on the_r""!~ 

. the Jopana< lnfonruwo,. &rvice ,. porticularly -~ ~ ~
Gaullu, propop,;J,, activity m Jndochmo ...d '"°') "!'1· f~~:f. 
our part in the tr'CICUI! and repression of these ~ -....,--

ro "4ue fo,-,-;hm1 ,-.,,ulu. • • (Si,,.«I : ) ~ECOUX. 

Hanoi, 2nd September l.M7. 
The Resident Superior at Tonkin, etl:.-

To the Mayon aclminiltnting. Hanoi, Jlal 
Pboog, the Reaident Biad, of Proriaeel, 1 

... etc. .. 

c All ,tepa muat be taken ~ place ·G•ulliat ~to out_ of 
harm'• ,,,.y, Meuurea already put ID hand m111t be ugblaled. . • 

I take this opportunity to point o~t that the Ja\'ali"!"' ln!-
ation Service ;. partitularly intereated ID Anglo-Gaullia_t J!ropapndo. 
activity in Indocbioa and that any NU.lure on our part m. the ~ 
ciod i,epreuion of tbeee movement& is liable to have Car-~ 
reiulto. ' • . . (Si,,.«I : ' DEISALLE. • . 

No<e ,,;, Alr.Noux, chu,f :j the Swere. to hii ~ offlt»n. 

• ... l call 00 your ..i,,., or duty to - that ev~ ,-il>le • 
&hall be dono in tho pr<IODt ai.tliation. It iJ of the. utmoll' lmporUmoo 
th•• the people ab.ould bob••• in o thoroughly relJ>O"~~ "?Y ~ 
tbe Japanne authorities. The intenltl ol the F"""ration an 
Franoe aro at atako. Any incident, thoagbtl- ........., hut,- ~ 
howevt>r tten;ingly \mim.~ortant, could have gra•e con~ 

February 15111, 1945. 

From A~al DEc~ux to the • Reoiclent Si,porior • at Tonkia. 

c Tho Reaident AdminiJtrator at ~pon. bu -ii>f?~ ~ 
1hat the F'rench repreeentative of the Fronuer Police m(lt bi.a oppoate 
number on the Chineae aide and convened in the p~ce of •: . 
Gaulliit agent. I beg to inform you that •I 1trictly Corb1d any ~
tact, or tbia kind in the rutme. 1£ the Gaulliato penetrate 1Dto • 

Frencb''terriory, they ,will he arrooted, and 1bould the,: _try to _pc, 
we 11h11U immediately open (ire. ~ 
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Mea.sures taken. opin.,t F-rench resialanl6 

• C. Du.oN~ (L'Ordre, January 26-27th, \947). - From -Yu:hy ro 
SaiBo,a : .... • • , ... ~ . 

• c In obedience to orden from Vichy, Admiral Decoux 1et up 
• retimo •~ penecutioo or any pro-Republic elemento. ID, orden 
were~ carri~d out by poll~ •offioen, many of whom ·are !till in their 
poetL • ' 

Such Gaulli1ta u the~ were in Saigon were given the 1a"ck or· 
intemed. And alt lnnamites who were.,.or were 1u1pected or being pro
CommunUlt were bru.Jally 1uppreued .. People of Saigon ,till remember 
the execution or 'young Thi Minh,. who wall:,id to the block all 
dre.iecl in whit9,and vowed that one day his friend, would avenge him. 

~mpecti were· &eDt. to the Poul~dor Wnrict gaol or to con
centration tamps. Many, alas, were the French victima oC the tyrannical 
force ol Acfuilial Decoux. 1£ alJ ropnh1ican o!ficials wen: recalled . 
::~ mi:'et.~ia_tant amonr; ~~ pa.id for their stand at the cost or 

Namea 1pring ·10 the mind, 1t1cb u Nicolau, Chief Engineer or 
Pnbllc Wortu in Cochi.ncbina; Dr. Bocquet; Professor Ubry, father 
o( the Soaaliet deputy w~o jumped out of the window on being 
~;---~ 'Brouolette. Then there was BCch8!J1p, arrested at 
Fon. Bayani, ii\ipritoned 6.nt of all at Hanoi and then secretly 
deapatched to Saigoa. When he was dying he felt stifled in his 
oe1I, and -.ked permisai.on of the Priaon Direetclf for hit door to 
be open. l>eooux ordered it to he shut and aJttard· to be placed 
in front oC it. Dr. Bechamp died. And thi11 is only one example 
among many. _ .-• -

It it 'th•nh to Decoux th3l the-French in Indochina were divideil 
into two hoetile camps, under the 'fmful gaze .of the Annamite!t. 
who med to eay: c The ·French e the hounde of the Jap11 nnrJ 
the Germ•~· • . 1 ~ 

J. •' Me~u~ opimt Yietna' cs~ re..1i1tanu 

'- P. Mus(~ Yiet Nam che: lui) : 

c We have never protecte<f the lndochineee agaimt occupation 
everywhere and alwa)'I. And doesn't the fact that 10me French dc-
11ouccd CYen their own countrymen to the Jap.aneec throw an inauspi• 
cioao light Dpoo' the lot or. th.- lndochineee? 

·~ ft wu ettimated that, on March 9th, we bad from 8 to 10 mil
lion &aochineae political prieonen; mostly Annamitee, in our pri
■oaa. concentration cimpt and )abc)ur camp,. It i1 a great number .. 
How bad they )ieen aolocted ? Evory Annamite bad hie own ltory to 
te11. Beie, u a iamp1e ii a penonal obaerntion : 

- Yinee ~di ':rhi~~~~~o c!:!~:~ri: f~~!o!::;::t:;n;~7s ;;: 
My 11io. The fint enquirie, witJi which we were met were arounrt 
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a great local pq,onali!y called Miah. Surrounded by • -tinpat 
of -.ttelidanu he had (we were told) ■eat many pro-Frmeh w1-
property bad a grut value, to their death. He eoa1d he tum u 
a typical rdugee from eoulo-Condor - tlw, for lho■e oC yon ,rho 
don't alrudy know, if ~ name of an i■IIDd oC£ the ~ 
co-■t where a politieal pruon had been built, and oC which, It 
ae'.emed, we bad ju1t began to make me. Sometimeil WP' had had 
~aetily tq de1patch to theee priton1 our eneutlet whom the Japanete 
had &el fret. But a diatinction bu to be made. For even i£ it were 
posaible to get rid of them in this way, wouldn't we ounel.et haTe 
to work? You mwt judge for younelvee later on. Mi~ certainly 
«ecmcd to me to be a political prieoaer who bad eteaped Crom Poalo-. 
Condor ':"here be had been cont~ed . ■lleJ the 194\ upri■inp in 
Co<:hinchmo. But when we aaw him lD 1'945, he aeeined DO ~re 
than 20 year, old. We were far enough off to be completely IIU• 
taken. In order to judge so complicated a situation •and a point of 
view L111t is not neceaurily our own, thought mo.at be paid to thoee • 
ten thousand political internees '1)d to {he 16 year old youth, who 
huve been eent to convict pri80DI, 

~ oncrom from the phyaical angle, but with ~qually aeriom 
re1-.ercuu~ on:::, were the measures taken againtt the lndochinae 
through the unre&erved impo&ition or Yichy lawa. 

Ho; can J avoid eeeing in my mind's eye the face oC a man 
towards whom I Celt a sincere regard .:.... ?tlr. TN.11 Trong Kim? 
Un1iJ, upon being Called up, I went back to France in February 19'0, 
to fight, "'I had epent many friendly vacationa with thi1 old teachmg 
inep~lor, who for many yean had been my 'father's colleague. The 
coune or events hod seen him £int Preaident or the Council or 
Government ,et up by 'the Jape. Thia honeat, conecientiom man 
waa at one w.itJ, die Fn!neh tc.hool and· his, own. He was of tlie 
fint generation to be thus a'llied to u1 in 1pirit.,aubatituting for a 
1trictly Chine&e culture of the previOUI g~eration a modem culture 
impregnated with 10eial and political ideas brought• to it through 
the innucnce or France. Yet here were precisely that philCMOphy 
•nd tbe&e inJtitution• that Manha! Pelahi had est■hli■l>ed in Fnnce 
and that Admiral Decoux continued to aphold in Indochina, in Do 
ICM stringent man.ner. Simultaneously with' aending • youth ~or 
16 years to a con'flct camp, they called baclc an ~der)y man, , 
,trengthened by long ye■n of upright living. In thl■ way, drawing 
upon all 1ources, _one build, up a·party aga?1't one'• ~· 

Pcnecuriori' of Yietnamesc and French re,i.ttanU 

J.M. HERTRJCH (Doc Lap). - ~ux took part in the rdjoicinp 
over the national revolution with deep aatiafaction. Denouneeme:nts. 
bullying. summary judgementa, imprisonment.I and ref"med tonure, 
sy1te.mPtic propPgnnda, line-ups ..in the Fucilt atyfe - all these 
thin@'8 w ro to be found; and jt muat be admitted t.\t•t th.e whole 
or Indochina, comprising the rich or well-to-do, the promouon-teet· 
ing official11, nod the natunlly ~asciat troops, followed to a man. 
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All thb -!II hHe .,_ very· well bad it not been the y,ar 
, 1!'5; ■ clqn.iag 7eer lo think on . .., far a, Admiral. Decoux and 
hi■ foilowen were -om,ed. 

Tbe' Admiral'• policy wun't confined to the French· it b,Jd 
food f'or ahe Ann■mitet. too. B(!L~ and preferences roll to the 
ot ol aay, boup,oU and nobility alike, who paid oourtety ~i,iu 

I lo tMl"Frmch B.Q. and bowed low be:f'oro the authoritie1; you could 
.,.., con,;ratula.te the-Adm.ii-al on hi, pro-Aon,amite policy, if you 
41!cln t take into accoont the fate of any suepected of natioudism. 
Comm~· or reY~lutionary idealism. These the pohCC were. happy • 
to deal "1th, and •~•ry execuli-. were by no meana unwual. 

G._ de CJUZAL iParochute en° lndocla.ine). - eo'D.vena.tion between 
the ~tnell •nd ~ Adm.in.ittrator named PhiliJlpon, head or the 
pron.nee oC Bien Hoa (Nambo) : . , 

--- ; Old nbJt Deco~ exclaimed Philippon, I had cl01e relations 
with him: Above all, h U • ning]orioua man, who olaimed he 
played the aatripe. Full of tpite. You hear it aaid M>metimet that 
..be kept.• tight hand on the Japueae, and it'• true, if yon refer 
M>lely to their prcmiiona. Morecwer, you coaJdn't fmd a worse Vichv 

11upporter, n9r anyone who carried. out the Petain-Uval orden mote 
~~y,- •~•ugh nolhlng compelled him to. 

- He grew excited. 

\. ~ th·•t ltory-telling,. p,trOniain~ and the reel of itI Still, that 
wui\t't to ha~. Wone, he it was who inrtigated e peneeution of 
the Jew,. • It misht have been more cruelt I agree, but how many 
had alre•~r been eliminated. And h9w many Freemaaona? Even 
the belt fnend1 of Fb.nce among. the nativea were &COrecl. of£, 1mch 
u the hn•• Tr■n Trong Kjm, whom he blithely recalled from 
olfice.. E~en that i1 nothing - nothu{g' inore than .. a Maurru policy. 
mere F~. But, gentlemen, do )"o)@,_ rea1ise that, in Octo 1940. 
800 Communi,u were ■hqt? • 1 ,,-

• - Yo}. exagger~d Rop1. • ' • 

~•~•le, Mr. Ropa? I am .in a better po&ition tl1an ,:ou 
to judge. Frir inna.nce, they bound the rivate organ, of the j,ri-
lODen with wire connected to a generator! . 

Phili11pon folded hi, uina. 

- Are yOU aware that at thi1 Tery 'moment there are somelhinl! 
like 10,000 politica] intemeet in conCCotration camps? • 

- Nol rully? -· 

1 - And another t"xample. In thi, di1trict alone, I hav~ under 
my jaritdiction the Nui Bua camp, where they aend the 1urvh·on 
of. Poulo-Condort to make aore of finww1K them off'. > 
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si FRENm cowNIAUsTS sAcRmcm THE .'.J'EBlllTOIUA 
INTEGRITY OF THE ,INDOCIDNESE UNION IN FAVOUR OF 

• THE !ASQST POWERS 

ihe colonial administration o,r, rather, the 'Ind~ Union, 
under Japaneee preuure, wu the price o( the J ■paneee occupation 
of Thailand. Favourable report.I ~me in oC agreqnent with the 
Siamc-c:e; but the mell o£ \ Vichy, in order to !llfegaard their own 
intereet11, were acco91Modating to the Japanae, who ~ OOU!lting 

. upon Siamese suppon.in their operations again!.t India. 
By the Convention of May .. 9th, 1941,· 1igned at Tokio under 

Japanese prtuure, Admiral Decowc ~eel to Siam 70,000 eqnare ltilo
metres of territory inhabit·~ by h•lf a million people. Tem ol 
thousands of ton• of rice were thue miNing from Indochinese Nllerve&, 
a. well u conaidetable quantities of fiah rrom Toole Sap. ~ Fl'anee 
humi1iated, who at the aame time showed heneJf a nothing m~ 
than a simple Axia ■atellite. ... • 1 

Ar1jcJc 2. - The French Indocbina•'{hailand frontier· aball he 
re--adju&ted at follows : ... ~ • 

Arili:le 3, - The territoriea included in the preaent frontier bet• 
4 ween French Indochina and Thailand. and the new 'frontier line, 

defined in Article 2, 'shall be evaciiated and ceded in accordance with 
the 11rrangemcnt11 of the Protocol annexed to, ~e preaen~ Convention 
(Annex I). • 

Article 10. - Any pOflsible disagr~m~t between .. ~ two con• 
tracting Po~en conCCS\ng the interpretation or ,applte.a.llon ~ the 
sti1)ulation! 0£ the present Convention ,hall he reeolved lD a £riendly 
munher by diplomatic negotiation,. H the problem cannot_be eolved
thus, it aball be put to the med.iatiOn of the ~•p•nC!l8 Go•!mment. , 

Drawn up in triplicat~, in Frencp, Ja'p9ne&e and S1ameee, at 
'l'ok.io.,. -

6) FRENCH COLONIAUSTS, WHO PUT UP NO OPPOSmON 
TO THE JAPANESE INVASION OF INDOCBINA, FAILED TO 

DEFEND THE LATI'ER.AGAINST J11E COUP DE FORCE 
OF MA{lCH 9TH, IHS 1 \ 

Flight or-.Capitu1ation - this ia bow the French colonial troops 
and au1hori1ie1•rcacted. HOWever, Japanete forcea in Indof1una were 
insignificant; .approaching d·e!eat' kept them elsewhere. ~ 

c Qn Mar'ch '9th, what had to happen, recount, ProCe880r 
JkRTRICH,'hap~ed! That i• to say, in th.e race of ioorea,in~ actj,v_ity -
by the League for tho Independence oC v ... ,.Nam, and the libera~•D 
0 £ France French authoritiu in Indochina bepn at lut o queillion 
JapanNe 'victory and, going to the.· other extreme, began. to lean 
toward Gau11ism. One day, thete w1J.l have to be a reckoq.m1, and, 
since e,•eryone was accomplice in the crime, everyone will be PIUiY 
to the gren c rene~al of goodness > - the J!pan~ are well •~•re 

'-40-

of du, ~tnDp, tee.rel movement - they are preparing to put •a brake 
on iL And, in lW'D, their prepantiow are well known to ·our 
IC'Cllrity, who have warned the chiefs of 1taf£. The bead oC this 
reeilt.anCC in· ex.trefflU ia General Mordan~ They t~ied to warn 
~ but no one took their information seriomly. On the evening 
of March 7th, Captain Bouveret refuaed to wake up General Mor• 
daat c r~r ,uch a triBe >:· On the aftenioon of March 8th, Lieute,. 
nant-Colonel Cavalin, brilliant aide to General Mordant, rcpli~d : 
c :t'h5,re'1 too, much rumour·going around about this coup de force 
for it to .be true >. Nevertbeleu, on. the 8th, the 1.roop1 were con• 
fined to barracks. At 5 ·p.m., on the 9th, the order was counter• 
ID.anded, an~ the aoldien free until ll p.m., without knowing-why. 
Hy definition, the coup de fo'rce wou1d begin that aame day at 10 p.m., 
•~d General Morslant be captured like tlie othen - without honour. > 
(Voe up.) • r' . , • 

c The same reaction in Saigon, "".here Coverilor General Decoux 
waa, as in Hanoi. 1\1. A. GAUD£L, however indulgent town ds French 
colonialism in_lndochina, recognised the fact that the Fretich author
ities had· put up nd opposition to ~e J«pancee, merely re&tricting 
themselvce to naming the exigencies c unacceptable and dishonour
able >. 

Thl, occuPlltioo or the Palace 0£ the Governor Generul took 
place withoyt b)oodahed. At the same time, within Indochina, Jupan
ee~· ti-~• ~~~ed all adminiatratiVc buildings, al.I_ radio siations, trle
phone an3~egr'aph poeu, as well as the h·anks and principal indust
rial establiahmenta. They made attacka upon the police forC'e and 
upon banacb. and then proce~ded .Jo arrut ~vil o:ul m.ililnry 
authoriti~. (~ {l/Indochiru"fran~iJe en face d"J!lpon .. ) 

Except for a few· Northern provi~ce,, which offered some retii&l-

-ance, ellewhere the Japaneee disarmed the French in unde! 24 hours. 
'J'he greater -part o£ the Frens:h fo~ave in even before thuy wure 
attacked; among them wu the Tuy Quang garriion whiC'h counted 
some 2,000 men and had a tllagnific;e •lock of arms and~ am unition. 
500 Japane&e took no more than ha an our to become mutcrs 
of Tong, \the '!!,Ql!L_~ant strategic cen\ Q.f Northern Viet Nam, 
whe~ French.. soldiers were maYed In ~noi itself, French 

•..J aoldien didn't resiet for even two days. 

Mr. Hs.RTRICD TeCOgnised, however, that one 0£ the Generals 
cominanding in Indochina, Sabatier. took• Japanese militnry prepar
ation& &eriomlr • and quit Hanoi in time._ 

. c It was he wlio, in comp&ny with General Alesaandri, led the 
1ave-yourielf-iI-you-can movement toward.a the <;hinese border. Here 
ag:1in; I ehould like •to expreas tnyaelf differently. Among these 
troop, were defeated and dead men, heroet, too. Few indeed, but 
there were 10me. But unfort11Dately my ears ·are. atill ringing with 

. . the talb I had With the Kunming' people, aoldien, under-olficen, 
ob£erver-parachutiats - and I can't 11peak othenrise. Let ue how 
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before the- dead and ulute the 
0

ooungeo111, who themael"6 ,offer 
in bavuig ient • hand in IO mittakm a direction. -.. 

For • moment, I thought of ffl;tjng the ttory oC the da11 {ol
lowing ,Marcb 9th, I abm't do ao:-fl hope it will nenc be 'done, 
inaunuch u I hope no one will retell the detailed atory o( Laqaon. 
Let m £orget the men who have becolUe blinded by too many yean 
epcnt in the Colonies, too , many amenitiee, and the demoraliaing 
propaganda of Vichy and Decoux. Above ..t.I, let then\ themeel'f'el 
forget! Don't let them flaunt their dead and ieolated heroee, or make 
we of th~em to come back 10 France and take -_dvantage of a credulity 
which until now nothing conld prevent. They were the Admi-ral'e 
men. Had thef met n. Gaullitt during times of difficulty, ~er woa'.ld 

. have shot him. They ·are retpo111ible for yean, in ptj.eon •~i by✓ 
me.p 1uch a, Labwtiere, one of the few fighter pilota '!ho ,hot down • 
Japanese and Siame&e aircraft nnd from, t.lie £int aympathised with 
de Gaulle;.Robert, brilliant of£i'cer of the c corps franC:, who wa1· 
also a Gaullist; and Boule, the 6.nt Gaulliat envoy in lodoc.hina. 

Ju11 la.te1y, GeneraJ Mordant waa in Kunming. He was recei..-e~ 
at the French ?tliaion by a group ol. officeq, one ,or wbom wu 
nanied Cpptain Martin. This man refwed to shake hand. and 
eri.id, looking the General straight in the face : c I am Lab1111iere1 

whom, in 1940, you ecindemned to five years imprisonment for 
trying to eecape abroad! - _,Oh?, Ob yea ... Believe me, I am aony 
for it? said the GenerlU, rather cmbarrueed. - No more than I am! > 
replied Lab1J!liere. h that the man Who deeervee to be Cited u the· 
Great·Reeiflor of Indochina? 

' At thie time, French sovereignty no lenger cxiated..in Indochina. > 
(Voe Lap.) . ' ' 

A witneM of the Japan~ coup-de fol'()C, Mr.'R. Baucbar. holds 
that the French defeat was due above all to weakneu and neglig• • 
ence. Ancl in his opinion thia Cail'ure was excuaable as far ~.the 
might of the adverl!lllry Wlll!I con~rned. 

c Wl\at troope! • he wrote. In oppotitloo to our riflemen of 
three of four yean l!lcrvice and nO real experience,l they (the Japan• 
eae) were going to aend out warrion from Manchuria who had 
victoriously travenCd China. We can ~ Jbem - stocky, aquare- • / 
ehouldered, solid lout.a th~y are, obedient and decid'ed beuu. They 
can aleep anywhere .a.nd eat enough to llllt Cor 3 Jan. They have 
experienced all fom1s of warfare and all IChemes or battle, and. in.._, 
all "climes. They arc fully aware that no in£antrymt1n hu eve~ bee·n 
able to reail!lt their. noctum_al campaign, in the open counlrylide, 
and we haven't enough material force to intimidate them.:. • . 

·Mr. R. BAUCUAR added: 

c :ro givvn .true picture, we mutt alao mention an undeniable 
fact which had a great influence throughout the country - the ever
preaent refuge way beyond the Chinese frontier - a refuge among 

,the Allle1. 

,, For the An.nam.ite and Southem lroopt, China, too far o(f, 
could only be a 1ut reaort. Their nwnben bad been diminished, 
and DO .... doubted ~t their fight 'would beeome what ii called 
c an ·~roud d'boUDeur >. As for the troopa in the North, the c call 
or China, or Chin- ..C~e • 1:oold hardly be deepis,,d ... • (Rafak, 
'"' rindocltinc.) 

' • 
The author of the document c The Japaneae hold on Frencl1 

Indochina •,•'publilh.ed by the French Ministry of lofqrmatiOI!, COD· 
cluded in theeo words :, c The Vichyite leaden who, from capitulation 
'to capitulation, fi.n.ial}pd up by leaving Indochina to the enemy, were 
for aome ti.mt'! etill feft at their post.a - the poliq)' of colJaboration 
with Japan was diecharged .with the eame di1horlour ae the poli"cy 
q,f coll«boration .with Germany. • 

On March 9th. 1945, Indochina waa annexed by Japan and her 
rollabontofl>leaJen arretled. She wu ~ going to be left 10 the mercy 
of her br..1taJ, p.rw.ping o«upanta until the time of her libtration 
by France and the Allies. > 

/ This' uppreclation drawn up hi an office man who referred {o 
original te.~ in ord<'r to etudy the facu, was eimilar]y ,-.xp1ueed by 
Mr. ~TB!C'f, a witneea of event.I. He knew that the French in 
lndochi:aia '?oJJabdrated with the Faeciets, knew too that the Viet• 
namet1e fought 1he Japaneee and won their independence at the prjce 
of their blood. Be knew h<>w unprincipled 1hc rench reconqut"St 
wa1;· and tbih dieg11111ed him. • . 

c The Anuamllts, deapite all, had closely followed the evolution 
of ,Jemocratic Frlllloe. Perhaps they b'ad pinned great ho_pee nn it. 
'l'bey _still.admire. the France ,of 1789. They are deeply vened in 
autJton 11ucb ll8 Rou!eeau or the Enc[opaediets. ... 

In.stead or that, what do we 'fin Over-prudent admini tratora, 
with limited powera_ who offered In ochinaJthe etatnte of Mari!h 
24th, the ~eeen~ __ o(iiich:o;sion, vague Prec'af tion, ana nebu1owmese. 

A.--.K"dmiraJ.1 - another one! - 1:!!ho they first of .all called 
Governor General, then, as if they had· m de a elip, High Commie• 
sioner. • . , 

What more? The anival of French' troop& who became a menace 
the JDODJ,ent negotiations failed - and-an effcclive menace at that! 

And the retum of all those who had compromised themselves 
with Decoux. The measure wal!I heaped up ~ 'French imperialiam 
~nted. WU, and would liave .it, becauec a whoie country had quivercrl 
at the breath or rreecl.0"11-.. ,, , • 

I want to aay here and now how cruel is this futile war which 
we could h¥e avoided. What ueelese maetncrea t How many men. 
wome:Q._ 40d children are dying becawe we haven't wanterl to acl 
in • 1pn\t or generooity! • (Doc Lap.) 

THE END 
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