RESCLUTION ON TEE JEVISH QUESTICN AND THE
MARXIST PROGRAM FOR PALESTINE

1. The barbarous deptks to which a decaying capltalism can
drag civilization finds its extreme example to date in the physical
destruction of some six million Jews at the hands of the Nazis, i.
e., 81l but the total extinction of European Jewry.

The rising, world-wide tide of anti-semitism in_the period of
capitalist decay again emphasizes the close inter-relationship be-
tween the progress of the democratic and socialist struggiss of :
the working class and the liberties of all orpreseed &nd proscribed
peoples. The Jews of Western Europe were liberated from thelr st~
to-exictence and their civil and economic disability by the Freu.r
Revolution, which, though bourgeois in historical form, Wwas echineds
by the struggle of the urban and peasant masses and, in lazwe Tsy
sure, in oppositicn to the bourgeoisie. - The rise of the mo.cid
working claes and the development of the Socialist and lavwi: w.ove-
ment further fortified these righte and carried them forwar:l &CTOCE
Central and Eastern Europe, culminating with the Russian Revolusion
“which liberated the millions of Jews from the Tsarist ghettos aad
the periodic pogroms. Wit the growing inability of capitalism to
maintain any kind of stable econcmic existence, the capitalist
class finds all demccratic forms and rights increasingly incompaii-
ble with their further rule. All the great conquests of the lass
two hundred years, not only those of thke modern labor movement but
those of the bourgeois démocratic revolutions as well, fs1l victim
one by one to the onslaught of capitalist-totalitarian reaction.

2. The struggle for the defenss of the Jewish people, of
their full economic, political and social equality and ageinst all
forms of anti-semitism is, therefore, an integral part of the strug-

‘gle in defense of democTracy and civilization, a struggle which
finds its only complete expression in the struggle for Socialism.

3. The remnants of European Jewry finds iteelf today in a
worse plight than that of any other war-town people of Europe. De-
prived of all earthly possessions, totally homeless, without a
means of a livlihood, in most instances bereft of relatives, friends
and even families, herded into "Displaced Persons Camps®, often
little better than the conceantration camps they survived, most Jews
of Furope see no future in their old homelands and geek to emigrate
into other lands to start 1ife anew. The elementary democratic
demand of free emigration and immigration, long paT’ of every gen-
uinely democratic program, rust be most vigorously fought for in
this epecific case ci the European Jcwe. - A1l barriers against
their immigraticn to ¢t he countries they choose must be broken
down. For Socialists in the United States, in this the richest
nation in the world and one having industrial ard agricultural re-
gsources fo a population many times the present size, this means,
in the first place, the struggle against exclusaon of Europe's
Jews from this country. Ve must fi%ht for the realization of the
slogan, "Cpen the doors oY the U.S.i! (277
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4. A tremendous desire exists among Europe's Jews to settle
in Palestine and take part in the building up of a Jewish community
l1ife which will afford them an economic existence and also shield
them from the barbarous anti-semitism to which they have been sub-
Jeoted. -Their desire to go to Palestine has been -continually frus-
trated by the opposition of the British imperialist regime, which
conditiong its immigration policy to iis own reactionary political
needs. It opens and closes the gates to Palestine, (thereby play-
ing with the very lives of tens of thousands of people) in accordan-
ce with its deliberate policy of maintaining and fostering Arab-~
Jewish hostility for the ultimate benefit of British rule. The
struggle for the freedom of immigration is, therefore, today largely
a strugele against the reactionary British barriers around Palestine.
Our Erglish comrades, together with the revelatviouary; Warxiiets of
the United States and of Palestine, must become champions of the.
slogan of "Open the doors of Palea%ine!" -

5. The Zionist movement has recently carried on a determined,
‘world-wide struggle for free Jewish immigraticn into Palestine.
While liarxists can give conditional and critical support to this
fight, above all to those heroic Jewish youth in Palestine who have
taken to direct action to bregk down the barriers to immigration,
we at all times sharply condemn the reactionary political progranm
~to which the Zionists tie their fight for free immigration, l.e
. the achievement of a Jewish majority and a Jewish stete. The re-

actionary political character of the Zionist movement is revealed
precisely in their demand for free Jemish immigration, while op-
posing free Argb immigration into Palestvine. Their fight is not
motivated by a genuinely democratic and internationalist position
but rather by a narrowly Jewish, nationalist position. This posi-
tion finds its-ultimately reactionary conclusion in their opposi-
tion to a Constituent Assembiy for Palestine at the present time,
on the grounds that the Jews do not yet conshiitute a majority! This
position leads them to prefer continued British rule to a free Pal-
estine with an Arab majority. -

6. The problem of Palestine is not, in tke first place, &
problem of Arab-Jewish relations but rather a problem of British
imperialist domination over ooth Arabs and Jews. The solution of
the Palestinian problem must, therefore, begin with the struggle a—
gainst British imperialist rule. This struggle proceeds under the
slogan of "Qut with the British! A free Palestine!" Not the Bri-
tish but only the inhabitants of Palestine can decide its future.

7. The struggie for a free Palestine must, tnerefore, be a
struggle fought on the basis of Jewish—Arad unity. Every national
and religious issue which Jews and Arabs permit themselves to be
divided over is another prop for British rule. It is not a prob-
lem, today, of self~determination of Jews against-Arab rule or vice
versa, but of Pzlestinian self-determinaticn agazinst British rule.

8. The slogan For a free Palestine finds its concrete politi-
cal expression in the demand for the immediate ccnvocation of a
Constituent Assembly, elected by direct, secret, universal suffrage
of men and women over 18. This demand must be the crowning politi-
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cel elogan for any genuinely democratic (not to speak of Socialist)
program for Palestine today. The reactionay character of Zioniem

is seen preoisely in their opposition to this slogan. From the ex-
treme right wing to the most left, all Zionist tendencies stand
united in opposition to a Constituent Assembly elected by universal
suffrage until a Jewish majority is assured. Not only does this
position of Zionism make it an obvious tool of British imperialist
policy but it plays into the hands of the most reactionary Arab na-
tionalist elements. The latter use this reactionary role of Zion-
ism as a means of assuring their own reactionary domination over
the Arsb masses and, thereby, to undermine ell tendencies toward
Arab-Jewigh unity. -

: . i :
9. As demonstrated by every other demccratic revolution of our

epoch, the only claes in Palestine that will prove itself capable
of leading a thorough-going revoluticnary struggle against British
imperialiem is the Palestinian proletariat. The proletarian class
struggle against economic exploitation unites all toilers and ser-
ves as the bridge across all reactionary nationalist barriers. Un-
der the political influence of a revolutionary Marxist party the.
Jewish and Arab workers will find their way to each other in a com-
mon economic and political struggle, directed agalnst all exploi-
ters end oppressors, British, Arab and Jewish. The inspiring unity
of the Arab and Jewish raiiroad workers in their recent strike is
an example of how thec proietarian class struggle can cut through el
national barriers. (The strike of the civil service employees which
followed likewise demonstrated this.) The fact that the Jewish |
strikers received no support from the Jewigh bourgeoisie and that
the Arab strikers were viciously condemned by the Arab landed aris-—
tooracy on the grounds that they were forsaking the Argb national
front reveals how proletarian class action not only forges the unity
of the Arab and Jewisgh masses from below, but also takes the naticn-—
al struggle out of the hands of the bourgeoisie and landowners anc
places it in the hands of the proletariat.

. The orgenization of the Palestinian proletariat demands the -
fight against all attempts at setting up geparate Jewish or Arab
workers orgenizations. The trade unions and othef working class
organizations that are founded on the principle of the class strug-
gle must encompass all workers, regardléss of nationality. The or-
,ganization of & specifically Jewish trade union movement by the
fgocialist" Zioniets is but another reactionagy:Zionist blow againsu
genuine Arab-Jewish unity. The Palestinian workers organizations -
will, of course, guarantee the fullest freedom of Arabs and Jevws ]
in the use of their own language,in the conduct of meetings and will
foster a bi-1lingual workers press and literature.

10. As in every democratic revolution, the demands of the
masses for political freedom take on real mesning only -as they re-
late these to their economic needs, 0 the strugegle for a free Pal~
estine must be linked to the economic needs of the Arab and Jewish
magses. The key slogan in such demands T OT Palestine must be the
slogun of "Land to the peasants!" This slogan, lixe all demands
directed against the privileged, posseesing clasees, gtrikes a
blow at the British, Jewish and Arab interests girul taneously. The
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fight for Mg free Falestine" and "land 1o the peaséats" will guaran-
tee the best possible road to-a liberated Palestine in which the
Arab majority preponderantly com;osed of landless peasants and day-
laborers, wiil Wage an agrarian revolution against the Arab land-
owners, a struggle which will link up with the fight of the city
and town proletariat againet its capitalist oppressors. To the de-
mocratic demand of "land to the peasants" must be linked the trangi-
tional program of the Fourth International, as adapted to the gpeci-
fic economic conditions of Palestine.

11? The Workers Party warns all supporters of Palestinian free-
dom against the treacherous role of Ruszia in the siruggies of na-
tional liberation and of the infamous role of the Stalinists every
Where in relation to the Jewish question and Pelestine. Russia'se
inte;est in the uiddle Eagt is that of an imperialist rival of the
British Empire. Rugsig will seek to exploit the differences in tne
Palestinian situation, not to advance any demooratio cause, but to
. 8trengthen her oWn reactionay influence in that part of the world.
Palestine's strategic location between the Iranian o0il fields and the
Medlte;ranean makes of it a natural pawn int ke stuggles of the
great imperislist powers, and in this period, of special interest to
- Russia. Rugsia sought %0 enlist the support of world Jewry during
her role as g war-ally of the, United States and England against
Germany. During thig pericd, above all, in the light of the pro-
Axis role of the Arab rativnalist leaders, Russia gought to appear
88 the ohampion of the gews. (This did not prevent the GPU from
murdering Ehrlich and Alter and thousands of other Jewish anti-
8talinist Socialists. ) Today, Russia seeks to curry favor with tue
‘reactionary Arab nationaliste by appearing'as the champion of the=
Arab world against British oppression. Nothing but disaster will
result from either Jews or Arabs placing tae slightest confidencc
in Russia's role ip the Uiddle East. , . '

The Workers Party likewise warns all supporters of Palestinian
freedom against any faith in the "democratich inventions of Ameri-
Ccan imperialism in the Kiddle East. As with the other great powers,
the United States is motivated by its econonic interests in this
part of the ¥orld, above ail in 0il resources. The somewhat obscure
dealings of Roosevelt with the King of Saudi Arabia are an indica -
tion of the American role of Playing both the pro-Arasb and pro-
Jewish game in thig sphere in the interests of Anerican political
and economic dominatien. The United States seeks to garner the
maximum advantages from the Faleetinian situation, without, howevar.
openly taking political responsibility. It prefers to leave the
latter in the hands o the British, thus freeing itself from the
~ obvious blame for the Treactionary results of what is, in the last
analysis, Anglo-American policy. v

Neither .Great Britain, nor Russia, nor the United States, nor
the Zionist worlg org=nization, nor the League of Arab states, can
- be relied upon to conduct 2 fight on behalf of the interests of
the Palestinian masses. This struggle must rest entirely in the
hands of the masses. Their only real allies are to te found in the
World struggle of the Working olas:ses and the colonial peoples.
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12. The successful conduct of the struggle: 8f the Palestin~
ian proletariat on behalf of national and social emancipation can
only be guaranteed by the existence of a powerful revolutionary,
Xarxist party, firmly rooted among the Arab and Jewish toilers. The
contribution of the Fourth Internationalist movement toward the
solution of the Jewish guestion and the Palestinian guestion must,
therefore, begin with all assistance toward the establishment of

such a party in Palestine.

Ernest Erber

(For submlssion to the Plenum of the Nat'l, Com.)
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