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Introduction

People suffer many losses in a lifetime... They lose dear
ones and friends, without whom life would seem im-
possible. lliness, hunger and the horrors of war can also
disrupt the quiet flow of one’s life. But whatever ad-
versities they face, people know they have the most
precious thing—their homeland, the land of their ances-
tors, where they were born and first uttered the word
“mother”. It is no accident that in many languages one's
homeland is called “motherland”.

Genuine internationalists understand the feelings of
attachment to one's homeland whether it is snowy
Lapland, the jungle of the Amazon River, the Caucasian
valleys or the sandy Arabian steppes.

Genuine patriotism always inspires respect for those
who love their own land. Attachment to one’s homeland,
the deep feeling of having a homeland of one’s own Is a
sign of sincerity and thoughtfulness in a person.

The Soviet people, who experienced the horrors of the
Second World War in which they lost 20 million fellow
citizens, share the feelings of those who have been
robbed of their homeland, which was bathed in the
sweat of therr ancestors and is now trodden by in-
vaders.

What the more than four-million-strong Arab people
of Palestine are experiencing is a real tragedy, a tragedy
that has lasted for many years, is unending and ever
growing. There is already a generation of Palestinians

1
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now living in tents, who have never seen the citrus
gardens, the groves of Jericho and the holy places of
Jerusalem. But it has become the difficult yet noble
mission of this generation to assert the legitimate
national rights of the Arab people of Palestine, including
the right to self-determination and the establishment of
their own state. To this day this right is denied to them
by the Zionists and their patrons and accomplices, who
contend that the Palestinians as such do not exist and
that, moreover, with the establishment of Israel the wora
“Palestine’” disappeared from the geographical and po-
litical vocabularies.

This chauvinist approach has nothing in common with
the real state of affairs. Palestinians do exist, they are
struggling and will win. It is high time to realize that the
just resolution of the Palestinian problem is the principal
condition for normalizing the situation and eliminating the
dangerous hotbed of international tension in the Middle

East.

As a Soviet-Palestinian communique notes, “The
Middle East settlement cannot be achieved... without
resolving the Palestinian problem. And this problem
cannot be solved without the participation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the only le-
gitimate representative of the Palestinian people.”

The tragedy of a whole nation, the Arab people of
Palestine, deprived by imperialists, Zionists and Arab
reactionaries of their inalienable right to the establish-
ment of their own state on their own fand, must be
ended. The Soviet Union is sparing no efforts to achieve
these lofty and noble aims and this meets with the
understanding, approval and gratitude of the broad
masses of Palestinian people. Relations between the
Soviet and Palestinian peoples and their leaders have
been marked by a spirit of genuine comradeship and
friendship.
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The Palestinians are continuing to struggle for their
rights. Their invincible combat spirit, readiness to sac-
rifice their lives and desire to continue the struggle
guarantee that the time will come when a new geo-
graphical and political unit—a free, independent and
democratic Arab Palestine, will appear on the political
map of the Middle East along with the currently existing
states.



Chapter |

Brief Survey of Zionist
Colonization of Palestine

alestine lies on the eastern shores of

the Mediterranean in Asia. This area

in the Near East has a centuries-old

history. About 3500 B.C. a group of
Semitic tribes—Arameans and Canaanites—
began to migrate from the heart of the
Arabian Peninsula to the territory which is
now kgypt, Syria, Lebanon and lraqg. Later
they adopted Egyptian and Assyrian culture.
Canaanites established themselves on the
territory which i1s now Palestine and founded
their own state.

In later years other Semitic tribes, which
were to form the ancient Jewish nation,
migrated to an area between Lake Tiberias
and the Dead Sea. In 1025 B.C., after par-
tially ousting the local population, they
founded the kingdom of Israel, which ex-
isted for only 72 years. The kings Saul, David
and Solomon tried to create a strong centra-
lized state, but after King Solomon’s death
the kingdom broke up into Israel in the north
and Judea in the south. In 722 B.C. the
Assyrians destroyed [srael. In 586 B.C. the
Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar 1l de-
feated Judea, destroyed Jerusalem and de-
ported the entire Judaic population to
Babylon. But in 539 B.C. the Persians routed
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the Babylonians and King Cyrus allowed the Jews to
return to Jerusalem. About 50,000 Jews returned there.

After Alexander the Great in 332 B.C. conquered the
whole of the Near and Middle East, including the ter-
ritory which is now Palestine, and founded an empire,
Jews began to migrate to various parts of the then
civilized world. As a rule, they did so voluntarily. Being
nomads and traders, they began to settle In the
Mediterranean area and in the second century B.C.
appeared even in Morocco. Thus in ancient times the
bulk of the Jewish people lived along the entire
Mediterranean coast, particularly in Alexandria, rather
than in Judea and Palestine. In the period of Roman rule
there were more Jews living in Alexandria and Rome
than in Jerusalem. That was how the Jewish Diaspora,
or dispersal, arose.

In the fourth century A.D. Christianity began to spread
rapidly in Palestine. The mother of Roman Emperor
Constantine | visited Palestine and gave money to build
the Cathedral of the Ascension in Jerusalem and the
Cathedral of the Nativity in Bethlehem. Jerusalem itselt
was becoming a Christian city. In his book History of
Jews a leading orientalist, Prof. Heinrich Graetz, describ-
ing the situation in Palestine at the turn of the fifth and
sixth centuries, noted that in those days Jerusalem
ceased to be a Jewish centre and was becoming a purely
Christian city and the residence of the Archbishop. The
law forbidding Jews to enter the Holy City was observed
very strictly after Emperor Julian’s death.

In 614 Palestine and Jerusalem were conquered by
the Persians, and Jews actively sided with the invaders
in killing thousands of Christians. In 621 Byzantine
Emperor Heraclius launched a military campaign against
the Persians which lasted for seven years and regained
- the lands earlier lost in Asia Minor, including what 1s
now Palestine. The emperor confirmed the edicts
promulgated by Hadrian and Constantine |, forbidding
Jews to settle in Jerusalem.
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In 637 the Arabs led by Caliph Omar | seized
Jerusalem and Palestine, where the Jews were a mere
five per cent of the total population. The Arameans, who
formed the majority, became assimilated with the Arabs
and adopted their language, which was close to
Aramean, and their religion, Islam. From the seventh
century Palestine can be regarded as an Arab country.

In 1099 the Crusaders seized Jerusalem and estab-
lished the Kingdom of Jerusalem on part of Palesti-
nian territory. Later, however, they were defeated and
expelled by Arab forces led by Saladin.

The Jews in Palestine suffered much less under Arab
caliphs than under Byzantine emperors and for many
vears Arabs and Jews lived side by side there. They
cooperated Iin the economic and cultural spheres, were
of common Semitic origin, many of their religious prin-
ciples were similar, and they had suffered for many years
from foreign oppression which they hated equally.

In 1516 the whole of the Near East, including
Palestine, was occupied by the Turks, who held sway
there for 400 vears. In this period Palestine was divided
into several sanjaks (regions)—Jerusalem, Gaza, Nablus,
Sidon and Beirut. Under the Ottoman Empire Palestine
was considered part of Great Syria and was predom-
inantly inhabited by Arabs. At the turn of the 18th and
19th centuries the first Jewish settlements arose in
Palestine, above ali, in and around Jerusalem.

The point of this historical survey is to remind readers
that the Jews have no exclusive rights to the territory of
Palestine. The entire structure of Zionism, a militant and
extremely nationalistic doctrine, and of the political prac-
tice of the Jewish capitalists, 1s founded on this thesis,
as well as on the totally unscientific theory of the
existence of a world Jewish nation. The Zionist thesis
has become the official doctrine and guide to action of
Israeli ruling circles and is being used to justify the policy
of annexation, aggression and threats with regard to
Israel’s Arab neighbours. This policy has been creating
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tension in the region for the past 35 years, causing many
large-scale armed conflicts between Israel and its Arab
neighbours. These conflicts have adversely affected the
entire international climate.

in November 1967 Egyptian President Gamal Abdel
Nasser said in an interview to the editor-in-chief of the
French magazine Evenements:

“"The Jews are our cousins. We have coexisted for
centuries. Zionism has brought forth a problem and
made It absolutely impossible for the Jews, Arabs and
Christians to live together: We can all live in one house,
but none of us must try to seize the whole house and
expel the rest.”

This crnitical and extremely tense situation did not arise
all at once, it-was preceded by a chain of interdependent
events.

The Zionist movement emerged at the turn of the 19th
and 20th centuries when Palestine became a target of
British colonial expansion. Never a mass movement,
Zionism emerged and gained momentum under the in-
fluence of two factors. First, the British sought to col-
onize Palestine as a territory situated at the crossroads of
empire and, second, in 1897 the First Zionist Congress in
Basle, Switzerland, proclaimed Palestine the land of the
Jewish ancestors and set the Zionist movement the task
of resolving the Jewish question through resettling Jews
In Palestine and restoring a Jewish state there. The aims
of British imperialism and the Zionist movement fully
coincided. This was the soil on which the seeds of
discord and enmity grew. Austrian journalist Theodor
Herzl, father of Zionism, cynically outlined for his fol-
lowers the direct way to found a purely Jewish state on
Palestinian territory:

"Supposing, for example, we were obliged to clear a
country ot wild beasts, we should not set about the task
in the fashion of Europeans of the fifth century. We
should not take spear and lance and go out singly in
pursuit of bears; we would organize a large and active
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hunting party, drive the animals together, and throw a
melinite bomb into their midst.”’! This rather undiplo-
matic formulation embodies the Zionist programme of
expelling the Palestine Arabs from their homeland.

Zionist colonialism had become possible in Palestine
only thanks to all-round assistance and encouragement
from imperialist powers and it was naturally opposed by
the indigenous Arab population. Zionist theoreticians
invented a theory of ingrained anti-dewish sentiment
among the Arabs. But what originally caused the Arab-
Israeli conflict was the fact that Jewish colonialists had
been seizing Arabs’ lands or buying them dirt-cheap
from Arab sheikhs who found it more profitable to sell
their land to enterprising Jewish businessmen than to
lease it to thelr poor countrymen.

The Anglo-Zionist alliance was finally consolidated by
the well-known Balfour Declaration of November 2,
1917. Justly regarded by Arab scholars as the cor-
nerstone of anti-Arab imperialist policy in the 20th cen-
tury, It reads:

“"His Majesty’'s Government view with favour the es-
tablishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this object, 1t peing clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may prej-
udice the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine...”? _

That the Balfour Declaration was adopted at that time

was no accident. The Entente needed allies in the Near |

East in order to achieve success in military operations
against Turkey. Moreover, while Britain and France were
increasingly running out of manpower and material re-
sources and while the revolutionary wave was mounting
in Russia, making the situation there uncertain, the
Entente looked forward to the United States joining it in

' The Israel-Arab Reader. Edited by Walter Laqueur. Bantam Books,

1971, p. 10.
2 [bid, p. 18.
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the war against Germany. To get the American President
to do so, it was necessary to have the help of influential
financial and industrial circles in the United States,
~among which Jews, who were rather pro-German
during the First World War, predominated.

Samuel Landman, a leader of the World Zionist
Organization (WZ0O) in the 1918-1922 period, noted
that the only way to urge the US President to enter the
war was to enlist Zionist Jews’ support, which could be
achieved by promising them Palestine. Eventually, this
made it possible to mobilize the powerful forces of
American Zionists in support of the Allies.

In May 1917 Chaim Weizmann, then President of the
World Zionist Organization, who was to be the first
President of Israel, publicly stated that Britain was ready
to support Zionists who were not satisfied with the idea
of setting up a kind of “Jewish home™ in Palestine and
intended to create a purely Jewish state there. In this
speech at the Congress of British Zionists Weizmann
said that Zionism strove to create a Jewish socilety and
the road to it lay through several intermediate stages. He
said under British protection the Jews would be abie to
develop and build an administrative machine making it
possible to implement the Zionist plan without interfer-
ing in the affairs of the non-Jdewish population.

In an effort to please his British patrons, Weizmann
said that if Palestine fell within the sphere of British
influence and Britain helped the Jews to settie it as a
British domain, there would be about a million or per-
haps even more Jews there in twenty or thirty years’
time. The Jews could ensure fairly effective protection of
the Suez Canal and form a strong barrier on the Egyptian
flank against any probable threat from the north.

Z'ev (Vladimir) Jabotinsky, one of the theorists of
Zionism, frankly declared himself against any cooper-
ation with Arabs until the Jews were their effective
masters in Palestine.
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Moreover, he insisted on founding a Jewish Legion
with the aim of obtaining the territory promised by
Britain and setting up a Jewish state there.

In order to ‘‘develop’” Palestine, British imperialism
needed manpower. The Zionist movement again came to
the imperialists” aid. This movement would hardly have
survived if it had not played such an important role in the
imperialists’ designs. Significantly, big and middle-sized
Jewish capitalists have, from the outset, been trying to
use Zionism to divert the broad masses of people, par-
ticularly Jews, from the revolutionary working-class
movement, which was gaining momentum in Europe
and America in the late 19th and early 20th century
and becoming a serious factor of social and political
development.

The primary task of the Zionist movement was 10 urge
Jews to migrate to Palestine, especially because they
were a very small portion of the total population there. In
1897 the First Zionist Congress in Basle pointed out that
the primary aim of the Zionist movement was 10 ensure
the return of Jews to Palestine. The Congress adopted a
programme stating that “Zionism strives to create for the
Jewish people a home in Palestine secured by public
law’’ It should be noted that the word “home  was
‘ncluded in the Basle Programme to camouflage the
main Zionist aim of establishing an independent Jewish
state which would be, in the words of the father of
Zionism. Theodor Herzl, as Jewish as Britain was British.

At the end of the First World War British troops
occupied Palestine. The San Remo Conference of the
Allies gave Britain a mandate to administer Palestine.
This mandate, made effective from September 1923, was
granted to Britain largely - thanks tO the Balfour
Declaration of November 2, 1917, which was officially
backed by France in February 1918 and later by the
United States.

it should be pointed out that the Balfour Declaration
was also intended to divert the attention of Jewish
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workers from the revolutionary movement, to turn them
to nationalist rather than class struggle and, in particular,
to prevent Jewish workers in Russia from supporting the
October Revolution and the Bolsheviks.

The Palestinian Arabs rejected the Balfour Declaration,
and in 1919 the General Syrian Congress declared: "We
oppose the pretensions of the Zionists to create a Jewish
commonwealth in the southern part of Syria, known as
Palestine, and oppose Zionist migration to any part ot
our country.”’

In furtherance of the Balfour Declaration and in defi-
ance of the agreement with the ruler of Mecca, Husein
ibn Ali, who was promised several independent Arab
states in return for helping Britain in the struggle against
Turkey, Britain immediately began to back Zionists in
Palestine and encourage their efforts to create a purely
Jewish state and promote Jewish immigration.

On February 3, 1919, the WZ0O submitted to the Paris
Peace Conference a plan for establishing a Jewish state
in Palestine and the neighbouring Arab countries. The
WZ0O hoped that Britain would back the plan, according
to which the Jewish state was to include, in addition to
Palestine proper, the upper reaches of the Jordan in
Syria and lLebanon, the south of Lebanon up to Sidon,
the south of the Bekaa valley in Lebanon and the Hauran
valley in Syria, as well as to have control of a portion of
the Hejaz railway extending from Der’a to Ma'an and the
Gulf of Agaba. It is clear that the Zionists have long
shown a thirst for annexation.

It should be noted that in preparing and implementing
all their schemes and designs the British imperialists and
their Zionist allies tended to take the wish for the reality.
In actual fact, Palestine has never been a land without &
people. But Zionists were not interested in whether the
native population of Palestine might like their far-
reaching designs.

== ===

' The Israel-Arab Reader. Op. cit., pp. 32-33.
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In 1920 the Second Comintern Congress adopted
theses on the national and colonial guestion in which
the Anglo-Zionist plans were very accurately described.
In particular, the theses said: “A glaring example of the
deception practised on the working classes of an op-
pressed nation by the combined efforts of Entente im-
perialism and the bourgeoisie of that same nation Is
offered by the Zionists’ Palestine venture (and by Zionism
as a whole, which, under the pretence of creating a Jewish
state in Palestine, in fact surrenders the Arab working
neople of Palestine, where the Jewish workers formonly a
small minority, to exploitation by England).™’

The native Arab population of Palestine opposed the
Zionist plans in practice and compelled the British man-
datories to search for roundabout ways and resort not only
to threats and bribery but also to patent lies and de-
magogy. In this connection, the well-known statement
issued in June 1922 as a White Paper by Winston
Churchill, then British Colonial Secretary, deserves men-
tion. It particularly stressed that the Balfour Declaration
essentially boiled down to founding a Jewish nationat
home rather than a state in Palestine. The statement aiso
noted that the level of Jewish immigration to Palestine
would depend on the “economic capacity ” of the country.

The Churchill statement showed Zionist leaders that
Britain was not going passively to watch what was
happening on its mandated territory. On the contrary, it
was seeking to keep the Palestinians’ activities under full
control. In October 1930 another statement was issued
by Colonial Secretary Passfield, which repeated
Churchill’s statement and also admitted that there was
no more land in Palestine free for Jewish colonization.

Meanwhile Zionists began to implement an extensive
programme with the aim of gradually colonizing
Palestine.

.1 The Communist International 1919-1943. Documents. Selected and
edited by Jane Degras, London, 1956, Vol. | (1919-1922), p. 144,
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In the early 1920s Zionists set up the underground
organization, Hagana, to which members of self-defence
detachments of Jewish colonies were initially admitted.
Hagana’'s principal aim was to pave the way for Zionist
colonization through terror and intimidation of Arabs.

From 1920 to 1930 in a bid to win land and labour
Zionists robbed Arab peasants of their land, while fac-
tories and plants owned by Jews refused to employ Arab
workers.

Naturally, the Arab people of Palestine were indignant
at tne Zionists’ policies, which for a time were backed by
the British imperialists. Back in 1919 the King-Crane
Commission sent by US President Woodrow Wilson to
Palestine reported that “the non-Jewish population of
Palestine—nearly nine-tenths of the whole—are em-
phatically against the entire Zionist programme’ and that
“the anti-Zionist feeling in Palestine and Syria is intense
and not lightly to be flouted”'.

Anti-Zionist feeling found expression in increasing
Arab-Jdewish clashes. The leadership of Palestinian
Arabs took many steps at the League of Nations, but
they all failed. The mandatory authorities” despotism and
increasing Jewish colonization caused ever more riots
and bursts of indignation on the part of Palestinian
Arabs. Many of them flared up on religious grounds or
were provoked by the British in order to sow enmity
between Jews and Arabs. But even as far back as
August-September 1929 the Palestinian Arabs put for-
ward political demands, such as the withdrawal of the
British  mandate and the reduction of Jewish
immigration.

Special mention should be made of the revolt in the
autumn of 1933 and the general strike, demanding an
end to Jewish immigration, which became a nationwide
uprising in 1936. The strike was called by the Supreme
Arab Committee on Palestine set up in the same vyear
under the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem.

It 1s noteworthy that in 1933 and 1936 Hagana units

Il
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were involved in punitive operations conducted by the
British authorities.

Anglo-Zionist cooperation, on the one hand, com-
pelled the mandatory authorities to make "“gestures of
gratitude” to the Zionists and, on the other, enabled
Zionist organizations abroad to collect more money tor
Jewish settlers in Palestine, who were said to be strug-
gling for “survival’” against the Arabs—"agents of nazi
Germany’’. From January to October 1936, for example,
the United Jewish Appeal, a Jewish organization in the
United States, collected 1,779,000 dollars to aid fellow
Jews in Palestine.

Zionist propaganda alleged the leadership of
Palestinian Arabs had close contacts with nazi Germany
on the grounds that the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem had
fled to Germany in the late 1930s and stayed there to the
end of the Second World War. He had set up SS
National Guards and had even been received by Hitler.
For the sake of the historical truth it should be noted that
his main purpose was struggle against the British and In
his efforts he was totally unscrupulous. Another aspect of
the matter must be mentioned. Zionist propaganda used
the alleged close contacts between the Palestinian
leaders and nazi Germany, as well as of the widely
known facts of the mass extermination of Jews by the
nazis. in order to justify lsrael’'s policy of genocide
against the Palestinians. Haim Baram writes in this con-
nection: “The holocaust of millions of European Jews
allowed the leaders of the 'Yishuv’, the pre-State Jewish
community of Palestine, to adopt a ‘moral’ stand accord-
ing to which they had the ‘right’ to cause harm to other
peoples and particularly to the Palestinians.””’

It should also be noted that until now the “struggle for
survival’”’ thesis has been extensively used to justify
Israel’'s unbridled militarization and anti-Arab policy.

In 1935 an extremist Jewish organization, lrgun Tz'val

1 Haim Baram. /srael and Palestine. 1979, No. 73, p. 28.
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L'umi, was set up, from which a terrorist grouping called
the Stern Gang soon emerged. The latter proclaimed its
principal task to be the establishment of a purely Jewish
state and the expulsion of Arabs from territories which
the Zionists intended to colonize or, if need be the
extermination of the Arabs.

From 1920 to 1939 five nationwide revolts took
place in Palestine. In the course of their suppression
about 100,000 Arabs were imprisoned, 50,000 killed and
hundreds sentenced to death and executed.

At the same time, in the period between the two World
Wars Britain followed a dual policy regarding the
Palestinian question and tried by every means to sit on
two stools. While cruelly putting down Arab revolts, the
British mandatory authorities tried, at least officially, to
moderate Zionist appetites. The explanation is that
betore the Second World War the British colonial empire
was on the verge of collapse and it strove to keep
Palestine and developments there under its control. The
facts show that the British preferred Zionist Jews to
Palestinian Arabs.

In 1939 the British government issued a famous White
Paper in which Britain's double-dealing with regard to
the Palestinian problem found specific expression. The
White Paper advanced the idea of founding an Arab-
Jewish state. In particular, it said: | |

“His Majesty’'s Government are unable at present to
foresee the exact constitutional forms which government
in Palestine will eventually take, but their objective is
self-government, and they desire to see established ulti-
mately an independent Palestine State. It should be a
State in which the two peoples in Palestine, Arabs and
Jews, share authority in government in such a way that
the essential interests of each are secured.”!

The Zionists found this approach totally unsuitable.
They launched a broad campaign to bring pressure to

' The /srael-Arab Reader. Op. cit., p. 68.

21192
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bear on the British government and used their under-
ground units in armed assaults against the British author-
ities and the Arab population.

According to official data, however, despite all the
efforts made by international Zionist organizations with
the virtual connivance of the British authorities, Jewish
immigration to Palestine was increasing slowly. In 1913
there were 708,000 Arabs in Palestine, or 93 per cent ot
the total population, and they owned 97.5 per cent of
the country’s arable land. In 1922 there were about
84 000 Jews in the country, but by 1932 their number
had increased by 100,000 and reached 414,000 by
1938—as a result of large immigration from nazi
Germany.

The steps taken by the World Zionist Organization to
make Palestine predominantly Jewish eventually
brought about a change in its demographic structure. By
the end of 1947 there were 650,000 Jews among the
1. 970,000 residents of Palestine, or about a third of the
total population. |

Shortly before and especially during the Second World
War it became clear that the mandatory state was unable
to keep the development of events in Palestine under
control and to prevent mounting Arab-Jewish antago-
nism which was undermining the fragile “'stability” in the
mandated territory. So international Zionist organizations
still eager to create a purely Jewish state in Palestine
began feverishly to pin their hopes on a new, stronger
and more promising master—the United States of
America. In the spring of 1941 a special political com-
mittee was set up which included 270 Congressmen.
One of its tasks was to organize the moral support of the
American people for the idea of founding a Jewish
national home in Palestine.

That political forces in the United States encouraged
Zionist aspirations was seen in the fact that during the
1944 election campaigns both  Republican and
Democratic parties committed themselves to support the
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Biltmore Programme adopted at the Conference of
American, European and Palestinian Zionists held in
New York in 1942. The Biltmore Programme demanded
of the British government that it immediately set up a
Jewish commonwealth in Palestine as an inalienable
part of the new postwar order, grant the Jewish Agency
the right to control Jewish immigration to Palestine and
the accommodation of immigrants, cancel the provisions
of the White Paper of 1939 and recognize the right of
Jewish military units to existence under their own flag.

That Zionist organizations in Palestine and abroad
Increased their anti-British activities in the 1939-1947
period was largely due to the Zionists' reliance on the
United States. In November 1945 Zionist units damaged
rallways 103 times, attacked three British police stations,
and attempted to blow up the oil refinery in Haifa. In
1944, in Cairo, Stern terrorists murdered Walter Movyne,
British Secretary of State.

As a result of the Zionists' reliance on the United
States, Jewish immigration to Palestine began to in-
crease In the 1943-1946 period, while the Arab leaders
grew worried by the real prospect of a Jewish com-
monwealth being established in the heart of the Arab
world with direct US help.

In the spring of 1945 King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia
and US President Roosevelt had a meeting on board a
cruiser in Bitter Lakes, part of the Suez Canal, which was
attended by representatives of Egypt, Syria, and
Lebanon. King Ibn Saud repeated his objections to the
forming of a Jewish commonwealth, which he had
earlier expressed in letters to the US President. In reply
President Roosevelt promised that no steps would be
taken on the Palestinian problem without consulting
both sides—the Arabs and the Jews.

After Roosevelt's death in April 1945 Harry Truman
became US President. He did not conceal his pro-Zionist
views and already in August 1945 demanded that the
British government permit 100,000 European Jews, dis-

2%
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placed during the war, to immigrate to Palestine. Britain
refused to meet this ultimatum but in November 1945
agreed to set up a joint Anglo-American Committee to
examine the Palestinian problem. Though this step ran
counter to the Charter of the United Nations. the United
States and Britain were not worried, knowing that in the
United Nations at the time the American voting machine
was functioning faultiessly.

The Committee’s report was published on April 30,
1946. It said that Palestine was an armed camp where
neither Jews nor Arabs held high administrative posts
and that the British authorities ruled there, as 1n any
other country where the majority of the population were
at a primitive stage of civilization.

According to the report, however, the Palestinian
problem was simply one of Jewish-Arab enmity. It did
not explain that this situation had resulted from the
British mandatory authorities” criminal policy of inciting
national enmity among the peoples of Palestine. The
main conclusion in the report was that the British man-
date over Palestine had to be preserved.

Both Arabs and Jews found the report unsatisfactory.
In the new Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry set up
in June 1946, the United States proposed that Palestine
should be divided into two—an Arab and a Jewish state.
Britain showed no enthusiasm for this proposal and
called for the establishment of a Palestinian federation
consisting of four areas, two of which would be ad-
ministered by the British and the other two by the Arabs
and the Jews. Significantly, the British were to exercise
the basic functions of government in all the four areas.
The United States did not back the British proposatl.

In June 1946 the Council of the League of Arab States
met in extraordinary session in Bludan, Syria, to consider
the Palestinian problem. Following the decisions taken
at the session, the Arab states invited Britain to enter into
negotiations with a view to solving the Palestinian prob-
lem in accordance with the will of the Palestinian people
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and the UN Charter. This invitation was left unheeded
and it was not until after Egypt and Irag requested the
United Nations to raise the Palestinian question at a
session of the General Assembly that Britain agreed to
nold talks with the Arab states.

However, these talks essentially failed, while Britain's
new plans for founding a Palestine federation and in
particular the idea of cantoning Palestine, put forward by
Ernest Bevin, then British Foreign Secretary, were re-
jected by both Jews and Arabs.

Discussion of all these schemes took place against a
background of growing chaos in Palestine, an extreme
aggravation of Arab-Jewish relations and increasing
anti-British Zionist activities. Although the Zionists tried
to present their activities as a national-liberation move-
ment, their struggle was neither anti-imperialist nor anti-
colonial. Notwithstanding the fact that the Zionists op-
posed the imperialist colonialists, it was a revolt by
colonists against their guardians, a struggle for the DOS-
sibility of conducting independent colonial policies in a
toreign land and the colonists suffered equally from the
British imperialists and their Zionist accomplices.

It should be particularly emphasized that the Jewish
and Arab peoples of Palestine had equal rights to self-
determination and founding their own state.

Shortly before Britain’'s mandate for Palestine ended
there were very few Arab and Jewish political leaders in
the country who sought to join the efforts of the two
peoples on a genuinely democratic basis and proceeded
from the need to give equal consideration to the interests
of Arabs and Jews. Yet there were several Arab political
groupings which resolutely opposed the chauvinist con-
cepts advocated even by some Arab bourgeois parties.
Among them was the League of National Liberation, the
forerunner of the Jordan Communist Party, which had a
strong influence among the Palestinian Arab trade
unions. It called on all progressive forces of the Arab and
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Jewish peoples to join in the struggle for an indepen-
dent Palestine.

Britain’s failure to find a mutually acceptable solution
of the Palestinian problem eventually led the British
government, in February 1947, to request the United
Nations to consider the future of Palestine.

The Palestinian problem entered a new, still more
complex and contradictory stage of its development.

In submitting the Palestinian problem for UN con-
sideration the British government hoped that the United
Nations would be unable to resolve it and would auto-
matically go back to the idea of administering Palestine
under the British mandate.

The Zionists did not sit idly by, waiting for a UN
decision. On the eve of the proclamation of the State of
Israel they were working in three main directions.

First the Zionists continued their anti-British activities
and sometimes acted with marked cruelty, which made it
possible for their leaders to mask themselves as “"con-
vinced anti-imperialist fighters™. After three Jewish ter-
rorists were executed, on August 31, 1947, two British
soldiers were kidnapped from a cafe in Tel Aviv and
hanged. Their bodies were found by a British patrol. The
officer who led it did not notice, as he cut the rope, that
a mine was attached to one of the corpses. The mine
exploded, wounding the officer severely. Such acts of
wanton cruelty aroused a wave of indignation in Britain
and Jewish pogroms soon occurred. In London shops
owned by Jews were plundered and synagogues were
set on fire. Still earlier, in June 1946, Zionist units had In
the course of two days blown up ten frontier bridges on
roads linking Palestine with neighbouring Arab states.
The Zionist terrorists also in broad daylight blew up the
King David Hotel in Jerusalem, the headquarters of the
British Command in Palestine. In January 19438 Zionists
carried out several acts of senseless cruelty, designed
solely to draw world public attention to their anti-British
character. On January 4 they blew up an asylum for
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orphans and the aged in Jaffa, killing 17 people, as well
as the premises of Barciays Bank Limited, the Semiramis
Hotel in Jerusalem, and so on.

Secondly, the Zionists sought to create the impression
that they were profoundly concerned about the life of
the Arab population of Palestine. Their leaders demagog-
ically tried to assure the Palestinian Arabs that they
would be equal partners in a future independent
Palestinian state and their rights would be respected.
Chaim Weizmann declared that there could be no ques-
tion of Jews dominating over Arabs, so far as the latter’s
natural rights and their language were concerned, or of
Jewish interference in their cultural life. A similar state-
ment was made by the father of the State of Israel, David
Ben-Gurion, the country’s future Prime Minister. He said
the Jews would treat their Arab and other non-Jewish
neighbours like Jews and help them preserve their Arab
character, their language, their Arab culture their Arab
religion and their Arab way of life, and at the same time
gradually raise their living standards. Golda Meir
spoke In the same spirit. In particular she said: “We do
not want to expel or enslave Arabs. The state will not be
Jewish in a sense that Jews will have more rights than
non-Jews or that the Jewish community will enjoy a
privileged status as compared with other communities.”

Thirdly, and most significantly, the Zionists attempted
to purchase large quantities of arms from other countries
and actively trained Jewish military units, which were
assigned two basic tasks. They were to attempt before
the proclamation of the Jewish state to expand Jewish-
controlled territories by forced deportation of Arabs
therefrom and to prepare for large-scale military oper-
ations, if the necessity arose.

At that time the Palestinian problem was being con-
sidered by a UN Special Committee on Palestine
(UNSCOP), set up by the first extraordinary session of
the UN General Assembly.

The Committee heard representatives of the Jewish



24 Yevgent Dmitriev

Agency and the Supreme Arab Committee on Palestine,
but failed to come to an agreement. After holding 16
plenary and 86 working meetings the Committee pre-
pared a report in which a majority plan and a minority
plan were formulated. The latter was drawn up by the
representatives of India, Iran and Yugoslavia.

The majority plan provided for the creation of two
states—Arab and Jewish—in Palestine, forming an
economic union. After a period of two years each state
was to become fully independent.

The plan also stipulated that the two states would
bring into effect constitutions where the rights of reli-
gious and national minorities would be clearly defined
and guaranteed and measures to protect holy places
would be worked out. Under the majority plan,
Jerusalem was to be singled out as an independent
administrative unit—""corpus separatum’—with an inter-
national regime established there under UN control,
exercised through the Trusteeship Council.

The minority plan provided for the founding, after a
short transition period, of an independent federal state in
Palestine composed of two parts—Arab and Jewish,
with a federal parliament composed of two chambers,
the lower one being elected by all citizens of the
future state and the upper one composed of Arabs and
Jews in proportion to their population in the new
federation.

Of course, it would have been logical to found a dual
Arab-Jewish state in Palestine inasmuch as Arabs and
Jews were the two leading ethnical groups there. In
1947 the Soviet Union put forward such a proposal. But
in the circumstances it could not be realized. Therefore,
oroceeding from the right of all nations to self-
determination, the Soviet Union backed the idea of
establishing two independent states—Arab ana
Jewish—on the territory of Palestine.

The United States was guided by totally opposite
motives. Washington believed it necessary to found a
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Jewish state on the territory of Palestine, which was
what the Zionist leaders were striving for.

The UN Special Committee on Palestine set up two
sub-committees, which separately considered the pros
and cons of the majority and minority plans. On
November 25 UNSCOP by a majority vote approved the
plan of dividing Palestine and submitted this issue to &
session of the General Assembly.

On November 29, 1947, a vote was taken on the
Palestinian guestion and the plan of dividing Palestine
was approved by a majority of 33 votes to 13, with ten
abstaining and one failing to vote.

In accordance with Resolution 181/11 of November
29 1947, a Jewish state, an Arab state and an inter-
national zone of Jerusalem and environs were to be
created in Palestine. The Jewish state was to occupy an
area of 14,100 square kilometres, or b6 per cent of the
entire territory. The total population there was 509,780
Arabs, including nomadic Bedouin tribes, and 499,020
Jews. The Arab state was to occupy an area of 11,100
square kilometres, or 43 per cent of the total, and its
population included 749,000 Arabs and 9,520 Jews.
The international zone of Jerusalem and environs ac-
counted for one per cent of the total area and its
population included 105,540 Arabs and 99,690 Jews.
Resolution 181/11 also provided for an alliance of the

two states in the economic sphere and for uniform

customs formalities. They were also to have a common
currency, a single transport and communications system
and were jointly to use the irrigation system. In accor-
dance with the resolution British troops were to be
withdrawn from Palestine by August 1, 1948, the date ot
the ending of Britain’'s mandate for Palestine. It was
intended to proclaim the independence of both states
not later than October 1, 1948.

Before the two states were formally proclaimed 1n-
dependent, the Zionists began to use their military units
to “clear’” Arabs from the territory to be incorporated into
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the Jewish state. Moreover, they tried to seize Arab
lands. Immediately after the General Assembly adopted
Resolution 181/11 Zionists launched an undeclared war
in Palestine. Note should be taken of the bloody raid
carried out by Hagana against the defenceless civilian
population in the villages of Qwazza in December 1947,
Salama in March 1948, Biyver Abbas and Kastel in April
1948, and the siege of the towns of Jaffa and Acre. On
the night of April 9 and 10, 1948, thugs from Irgun and
the Stern Gang, led by Menachem Begin, massacred 254
Arabs In the small village of Deir Yassin. In April 1948
Hagana units virtually occupied the western part of
Jerusalem, entered West Galilee and established control
over the corridor between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.

Zionists advertised their outrageous actions in order to
create panic among Arabs, who had already heard of the
tragedy in Deir Yassin, and to force them to leave their
homeland for fear of being murdered. Pictures were
taken of those murdered and then printed in many copies
and distributed in Arab villages with the caption “This is
what will happen to you if you don't leave.””

Here 1s what Nathan Chofshi, one of the original
Jewish settlers in Palestine, who witnessed the events of
the spring of 1948, wrote In a letter to the Chief
American Rabbi:

It Rabbi Kaplan really wanted to know what hap-
pened, we old Jewish settlers in Palestine who wit-
nessed the fight could tell him how and in what manner
we Jews forced the Arabs to leave cities and villages...
Some of them were driven out by force of arms, others
were made to leave by deceit, lying and false promises. [t
s enough to cite the cities of Jaffa, Lydda, Ramile,
Beersheba, Acre among numberiess others.””’

Even Dbefore the state of Israel was proclaimed
250,000 Palestinian Arabs were forced to leave their
homeland. | |

V' The Spectator, May 12, 1961.
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Facts refute another story invented by Zionists alleging
that the Arabs were ordered to leave their homeland by
their own leaders. In fact no such “‘orders’” were issued.
British journalist Erskine B. Childers checked all the BBC
recordings of Middle Eastern broadcasts in 1948 and
concluded that the Cairo and Damascus radio stations
had appealed to the Palestinians not to vyield to any
provocations and to stay where they were.

Below is a brief account of the military operations
conducted by Zionists against the Arabs of Palestine
from April 27 to May 15, 1948, that is, on the eve of the
Palestine war, which Zionist propagandists called a war
of independence.

On April 27 Zionist units seized villages in the neigh-
bourhood of Jaffa and drove out 5,000 Arabs. On the
same day they occupied several districts of Jerusalem
and environs and expelled 30,000 Arabs.

On April 28 Zionists seized several villages in Galilee
and deported all the residents.

On May 3, 5 and 6 Zionist units again attacked Arab
villages in Galilee and the Beisan area.

On May 7 they attacked Safad and forced 25,000
Arabs to leave the Safad area and its neighbourhood.

On May 11 Zionist units seized Jaffa, which was later
to form a part of Tel Aviv, and Beisan and environs,
expelling 67,000 and 15,000 Arabs respectively from
there.

On May 12 and 13 Zionist units carried out purges In
the south of Palestine and drove 25,000 Arabs from
there. |

On May 14 Zionists carried out the Ben Ami operation,
seized Acre and its neighbouring villages and forcibly
deported 30,000 Arabs.

On the same day Zionists seized several districts of
Jerusalem and drove 15,000 Arabs from there.

These facts refute allegations by Zionist and pro-
Zionist propaganda to the effect that the Palestine war of
1948-1949 broke out as a result of the Arab states
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attacking lsrael after it was proclaimed independent on
May 14, 1948. Incidentally, when Ben-Gurion pro-
claimed Israel independent, he made no mention of its
future borders. For Zionists this strange “‘absent-
mindedness’” on the part of the father of Israel was quite
explicable and not accidental, because they intended to
expand the territory of the Jewish state at the expense of
the Arab state to be established in accordance with the
UN decision.

This 1s exactly what happened. As a result of the
Palestine war the territory meant for the Arab state was
divided between lIsrael, which seized the larger part of it
(6,700 square kilometres), Jordan and Egypt. Jordan
and Egypt gained control of the West Bank of the
Jordan, including the eastern part of Jerusalem—the old
City, and the Gaza Strip. Jerusalem was not given
international status and the territorial problem was ag-
gravated to the extreme: whereas the relevant UN docu-
ments pointed to the temporary nature of the Arab-lsrael;
borders and stressed the need to achieve a final settle-
ment, the bilateral agreements signed between Israel and
its four Arab neighbours—Egypt, Syria, Jordan and
Lebanon—as a result of the Palestine war affirmed a
temporary cessation of hostilities rather than state
borders.

The lIsraeli press cited statements made during a
public discussion by Ben-Gurion and Y. Alon,
Commander-in-Chief of the Israeli armed forces in 1948
and 1949. Ben-Gurion said: “If Moshe Dayan was
Commander-in-Chief in 1948, the territory of the Jewish
state would be greater.” In reply to such accusations
which showed what the Zionists” “love of mankind’ was
really worth, Alon said: “If Ben-Gurion had not ordered
a cease-tire, our troops could have crossed the Litani
River in the north and occupied the Sinai Desert belong-
ing to Egypt in the south, thus liberating the larger part
of our homeland.” There is no need to comment on this
statement.

- e -
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As was noted by Ben-Gurion’s biographer, M. Bar-
Zohar, the lands seized during the war were quite suf-
ficient. In other words, the Zionists virtually achieved
their main aim of creating a purely Jewish state and
eradicating all gentiles, that is to say, Palestinian Arabs.
The lIsraeli leadership set itself the task of further ex-
panding the new lIsraeli state. How far was it to be
expanded? This has not yet been clarified since the
Israeli leadership stubbornly refuses to define its state’s
borders and merely describes them as ““safe’”” and ""recog-
nized”. Moreover, Israeli leaders state that the notion of
the "national rights”” of the Arab people of Palestine is a
non-existent one and there is no need to found vet
another Arab state—a Palestinian one, because there are
already "'too many” Arab states. At the same time they
allege that the Palestinians have equal rights with the
Jews In Israel. Is it really so?



Chapter ||

What Are the Inalienable
Legitimate National Rights
of the Arab People of
Palestine’

here is nothing exceptional about the

inalienable national rights of the Arab

people of Palestine, which people

throughout the world justly desire to
see protected and respected. These rights do
not relate to the Arab people of Palestine
alone, all the more because, contrary to
some Western and lIsraeli opinion, the
Palestinian Arabs are not a “mythical” ethnic
community.

According to the 1971 census the total
number of Palestinian Arabs was 3,270,000,
who resided in the following countries of the
world:

Israel — 370,000
West Bank of the Jordan, occupiled by

Israel In 1967 — 705,000
Gaza Strip, occupied by Israel in 1867 — 370,000
Lebanon — 260,000
Jordan — 960,000
Syria — 170,000
Eaypt — 35,000
Saudi Arabia — 25,000
Kuwait — 170,000
Persian Gulf sheikdoms — 18,000
Libya — 7,000
Latin America — 105,000
United States — 45 000
West Germany — 15,000
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According to US data published in early 1978 the total
number of Palestinian Arabs in the 1971-1978 period
reached four million people, who resided in the follow-
ing countries of the world:

[srael — 500,000
West Bank of the Jordan, occupied by lIsrael in

1967 | — 700,000
Gaza Strip, occupied by (srael in 1967 — 450,000
Jordan (East Bank of the Jordan) — 1,150,000
Lebanon — 400,000
Syria — 250,000
[Kuwvait — 250,000
Persian Gulf sheikdoms —_ 50,000
Saudi Arabia — H0,000
Eagvpt, Irag, Libya and Algeria — 80,000
Western Europe — 50,000
United States and Latin America — 70,000

The increase in the Palestinian population i1s obvious,
with the Palestinian communities abroad increasing not
onty in the Arab world.

Here are some other data on the dispersion of
Palestinian Arabs, based on a total figure of 3,500,000
people:

US data French data
Jordan 500,000 1,000,000
|srael 500,000 420,000
West Bank of the Jordan, occupied by
Israel 760,000 700,000
(Gaza Strip, occupied by lsrael 430,000 350,000
Lebanon 400,000 270,000
Kuwait 250,000 150,000
Syria 150,000 170,000
Egypt 15,000 25,000

According to the data cited by the French magazine

L ’Express In September 1982 the total

number of

Palestinian Arabs was 4,500,000. They resided in the
following countries (excluding Western Europe):

israel | — 600,000
Lebanon — 400,000
West Bank of the Jordan - — 800,000
Gaza Strip — 450,000
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Egypt — 47,000
Libya e 23,000
Svria — 220,000
Jordan — 1,150,000
lraqg — 20,000
Kuwait — 290,000
Saudi Arabla — 130,000
United Arab Emirates — 35,000
Bahrein — 2.000
Qatar — 23,000
Oman — 50,000
United States — 105,000
Canada — 3,000
Brazil — 40,000
Colombia — 10,000

Clearly, even if the above figures are not quite ac-
curate, the general picture of the dispersion of
Palestinian Arabs i1s fairly impressive. It is important that
the world community take immediate steps to secure the
legitimate national rights of the Arab people of Palestine.
There 1s another essential point to mention. Recently the
Israeli press has been calling for limiting the Arab popu-
lation in Israel and has been warning of the danger of a
demographic explosion in the country. For example,
Professor Meir Hartman, of Tel Aviv University, believes
that to maintain the existing proportion of Jews and
Arabs In lsrael at 64:36 with the current birth rate, it is
necessary to Increase the annual rate of Jewish immig-
ration from the 25,000, registered in recent years, to
125,000. The Zionists are pursuing another, poorly
camoutflaged aim of using economic and demographic
considerations to Justify lIsrael’s expansion at the ex-
pense of its Arab neighbours, its policy of integrating the
native Arab territories occupied tn 1967.

Like any other people in the world, the Arab people of
Palestine have inalienable rights proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations and in various conven-
tions, declarations and resolutions, including those
adopted by the United Nations. In other words,
the Palestinians have rights envisaged in the UN Charter
and recognized by international law.
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