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^ Hynggry has becr:me the arena of tragic evenis. The R;ikosi-
Gerd policy has_brought .the socialist <levEloprlent ol the country
t9 an-impasse. The resr.rlts of this criminal-policy have arousril
,deep indignation and a broad popular urovement. Hundrecls of
thousands of working people demanded tha expurgatbn of the
paF'ular power, the eliminatlon of widcspreail bureauCracy anil ti,"
g.ld ol a policy w"hlch was_grievously iniulting to nationdl feeling,
The aim pursued in all this was the consolidation and lurthirgertuinely hee deaelopmenl of the ,people's democratic system
which was following the path of socia-lism. F'or the wolking-class
is not willing to return the factories to the capitalisls, the
peasantry will not counten'ance the return of the landed magnates,
the people has no intention of giving up its powcr and ddes noi
wish to be placed under the yoke of the-capitalists and landlords
again.

'However, the dark forces of counter-revotution tried from the
very beginning to take advantage of ihe movement, which had
developed under the slogan of justitied, popular and national'demands, in order ta ooerthrow the people's pou)er.

_ 
It is not the purpose of this pamphlet to give a detailed account

of the hloodshed that tonk place in these regrettable days. It will
merely bring out certain facts which occurred in those days when
the counter-revolutionary forces were supreme in the sfreets of
Budapest, provincial towns and many villages.

The plan of the armed rebellion was prepared by the counter-
revolutionaries in advance and carefully elaborated from the
military pqint -of-view. A testimony.to tliis is that on the very
first evening of the mass demonstrations a planned attack was
carried out on the wireless stations, the international communica-
tions section of the J6zsef central telephone exchange, the arsenals'
and transport depots. All this was strikingly reminiscent in many
respects of the counter-revolutionary action against the Hungariai'r
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Soviet Republic in 1919. Allen Dulles, brother of the U.S. State
Secretary and head of American intelligence, stated that he had
previous knowledge of the preparation of the rising in Hungary.
On October 25, two days after the beginning of the rising, the
correspondent of the Dailg Mail wrote: "In recent days I had
lunch with free people.who had been working for a whole year to
prepare the insurrection which broke out this week." The answer
to the question: who prepared and organized the rising and how,
will be given in the documentary material to be published later.
There is, however, no doubt that on October 30, when the govern-
ment ordered the cease-fire, the counter-reoolutionary forces had
alreadg come out into tlrc open. Mass bloody reprisals had started-
This pamphlet gives a number of facts, testimony of eye-witnesses
and several photographs. To give an idea of the scale of the
atrocities committed by the counter-revolution, it will not be
super,fluous to quote, besides the facts published in this pamphlet,
the reports of the Budapest correspondents of Western bourgeois
papers. Gordon Shepherd, Dailg Telegraph correspondent, wrote
on October 30: "As night fell popular violence, unrestrained by
any regular military or police units, has held Budapest in the
grip. . . . The regime seemed completely powerless to control the
position...." S. Delmer wrote in the Daily Expres.s on October 3l:
"'Now comes the terror of the mob. . . . The auxiliary police . . .
have joined the mobs in imposing on Budapest a system of lynch
larv." (The correspondent refers here to detachments of the so-
called National Gu'ard.)

The government was completely helpless. All it did was to
reshuffle almost every day and drift more and more to the Right.
When the peril of counter-revolution bmame obvious, from Octo-
ber 29-30, not a word, not an appeal was he,ard from it calling for a
fight against the peril of counter-revolution, when ordinary workers
and peasants, Communists, officers, officials, State Secu,rity officers
and soldiers in security detachments were hanged, shot or tortured
to death in the streets, the premises of Party organizations were
assaulted, dwellings were broken into, children and aged people
were murdered. In an article published on November-20'bv the
Neu York Herald Tribwte, Barrett McGurn gave the follo'wing
assessment of the situation in Hungary: "Hungarians, many
Western experts felt, should have contented themielv'es at least
for a while with a coalition of Communists and non-Communists,
headed !y the Communist but nationalist Premier Imre Nagy. . . .';
It soon became clear, the newspaper continued, that ttre drder of
the day in Hungary was the course followed by Adenauer.
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. Taking-advantage of the events of October 23, partly according
to a previously prepared plan, partly on the initiative of advenl
turers who had emerged in the meantime, various counter-revo-
lutionary detachments were raised one after another. In Budapest,
they divided the districts of the city amongst themselves'and
began to round up the sons of the pebple.

. Thus, the _main.tactical features of the counter-revolutionary
rising and the ractivities of the counter-revolutionaries were the
following:

l) A campaign was started to destroy att th,e members of the
State Security in order fully to eliminate the units of the State
Security Service, ahose dutg uas to defend the people's pouer.
The government complied with the demand for the abolition of the
State Security Service. I'his was correct, for a single state police
is better able to carry out the important task of defending socialist
law and popular power. Flowever, the tactics elaborated by the
counter-revolutionaries consisted in laying the responsibility for
the actual crimes committed by a few hundred, at thb most, of the
members of the State Security, most of whom had already been
dismissed, and many arrested, on thousands of members of the
State Security, mainly ordinary soldiers doing their milithry
service in s,ecurity units, and in arousing hostility towards
them.

2) The counter-revolutionaries freetl fascists and war and com-
mon criminals. Thus, from the Mdrianosztra Pri,son they released
the former Horthy ministers and war criminals Istvfn Antal,
Antal Kunder and others. But a more important factor for the
rebels were the thousands upon thousands of common criminals,
who joined co.unter-revolutionary detachments.

3) They started a universal hunt for the leading force of the
popular pou)er, the uorking-class partg, aith the purpose of
completetg destroging if. During this campaign the building of
the Budapest party Committee in Republic Square was destroyed
by artillery fire on October 30. Former Horthy officers, ex-
gendarmes and others, who had managed to get into various
enterprises in precedir"rg years, put on the national cockade and
tried to pass as revolutionaries, agit'ating against the factory
Party functionaries, in order to shatter the Party organizations
in those enterprises or at least to paralyze them.

4) A br,oad campaign of calumny was started ragainst the local
representatives of authority, workers in the local councils and
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aries. Other big armed groups'penetrate(l into our countr)' {cross
the wcstern border.

The HLrngarian Govei'nment, hoping to see a more favourable
peaceful international sitLration and desiring to promote it, harl
previously given orders to remove all the technical barriers on
our lrontiers and to clear the mine fields. This was completed on
the Western frontier in the second hall oI September. In their
preparations for ltre conspiracy the \Vestern subversive organiza-
tions immediateliz profiterl by this important and peace-loving
gesture of the Hungarian Govemrnent in order to bring an
increasing number of their agents inlo the country across that
irontier zrnd to accelerate the preparations for the rebellion. In the
early days of the rebellion thcy availcd themselves of the opportu-
nity of the eased crossing of tlre frontier in orcler to bring in
bigger organized groups to reiniorce the interior Iorces of counter-
revolul ion.

7) As a result of the helplessness of the Imre Nagy Govern-
ment, its continual drilt to the.Riglrt and thc'n its disintegration,
the extensive, although at first disgtriserd, activity of the counter-
revolution became more antl more opon tlue to the quick int:rease
ol its armed forces. The various parties ahd organizations* which
stood lor 4 bourgeois restoration spntng up like mushrooms, and
in the last week of the Imre Nagy Goternment they becalne
clominant in the political life of the countr.v. This was reflected in
the appearance of a hosi oi new newspapers. On October 29 one
of the rebel groups, headed by Dudirs, seized the editorial offices
of the newspaper Szabad Nip and from the beginning of Novem-
ber the newspaper could not be published.:\ll the other news-
papers, the overu,helming majorit-r" of which more or less agitated
against the Communists and the Soviet Union, were free to
appear. On October 31 Cardinal ,\lindszenty was brought in
triumph to l3udapest from the Fels6peteny Fort. He openly called
for the complete elimination of tlre people's democratic system.

Counter-revolution aheadl, felt itself in the saddle, although
the presence of Sor.iet troops extrernely alarmed its leading
politicians and this circumstance restrained thenr to a certain
extent. They requested and waiterl and hopetl for the arrival of
armed forces from ttre West and of Unitetl Nations troops. This
would have been a most irnportant guarantee of the restoration
of the bourgeois regime. 'lhe counter-revolutionary rising threat-
ened Hungary with tl:e overthrow oi the people's democratic

- S"m.6-f thern are mentioned on page 60, in the briel section concerning
Cardinal Mindszenty.-*Ed.
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r:r:onomic erecutives. In many cases the counter-revolutlrtn-
:rries applied tlre taciics of "jirining in the movement ftrr ttre
txprrrgatic,n of ttre populitr power." Brtt a Iew days later, when the
eoirnter-revolrrtioniirv forces felt ihernselves victorious in Bnila-
pest atrd irt nlarty provinces, thel' threw otl their "socialist" mask
itntl sturted to itritlcrmine llte 

-,slrtle slnle sllstem ol Jteople's
dcmocracu with the open aim oi restoring the borrrget:is
systcnt." One of those persons was a fftan linown as "Ult,':le Szabti," who
lrad t:.rken Lrp a lob at tht Ganz Eh:ctric .linglnet:ring Works. Tlris
"[-lnc:le Szabr'1," a lornter JJorthl'ist gcttdarnterie officer, becanre
the organizer and leadel of a grottp o[ rebels in Szetta Square.
K;ir,oly'Tibolda, son of the fortrter editor-in-chiel of the pro-Hitler
rrewspaper, () j Maggarorsztig, cttntriyecl lo become a member oI
lhe rvorkers' council of the satne wrtrks, arrd later even its secre-
tary; so did Mit6 Denes, ra former bodyguard of }Iorthy, and
others.

5) Orre ol the rnost itnpr:rtant tactical featttres of tlre r:ottnler-
reuolutionaries was lo pc.nclralc as quitl{lv antl on as large a

st:ale as pr.rssible into the goutt-tlttt(tttlul opTsarulrts, partit'trlarly
tlt() conlrr)'afr<! of tire arnre<J ilrrr.:t:s irr ortler to seize leadershlp or
at lci.rst to paralyze their attivitv.

While the Imie Nagy Goverrttnctti was in power, the Parlia-
rnent was filled with ir>rltter l{orthv politicians, aristocrats'
rnenarchists, r:ffir::ers rif the palace gttards and ptlier r2lfle' t,ind,.:r
pressure frotn tltem, the governmcnt appoitttt'd os (lommander-in-
ilhiel .,f the,\rmed Forctis the Iormer l{orthy (ieneral Stafl'oificer
Bi,ta I(ir611., a relative (husbzrnd of the niei-re) g[ the infatngrts
Iascist leadr:r GyLrla Gdrnllijs. Formel llorthy .olficers streametl
into the t)efence trlinistry. The inflrlx int:reased as the contposi-
tion of the governmdnt vetred more anrl -nlore openll'
towards the ctxrsolitlation t.rl ttre supporters oi 'a lrottrgeois
rcstur;t tir rn.

fi The inttasion irom. the lYrcs/ of fasr:ist ('rnigris pl:ryt:rl Ll

rpajor role in increasittg the cLlttnter-revolulionary io-rt:es. En:igre
orfanizations, maintaincd .rn dollars. founrl means ol .p.enetrating
inio certain International Red Cross bodies ancl nraking ttse o[
some Red Cross planes anrl vehicles transporting medicaments
apfl dressings, in brder to smlggle in arr:rs and anrmltnition and
also to bring corrnter-revolutionaries into Hungiiry. Of the one

hundrectr Red"cross aeroplanes whicfi arriyed in Budapest beforg
November, more than. toity hrorrght about 500 counter-revolution-
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system and th.e peril of a clash between our country and its neigh-
bours and of its being turned into the batilefield or tt" first mili-
tary operations in a new world war. The only possibility oiiavihg
popular.power and eliminating. the threat bf'a new d"uu*totin[
war in the Danube valley was-to suppress counter-revolution.
-, This small pamphtet biings or-rt certain racts, aati, anJ'"vents.
It does not claim to give the rutt picture ancl can trut iretp to show
events in the right light and to-acquaint public opinioh both in
Hungary and abroad wi,.h the true state of 

-allairs. '
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Counter-Revolution in Budapest

{nvestigations and interrogations are still going on. There are
as yet no deiailed reports on the White terror in Budapest in
autumn 1956, but the accounts prepared thus far, if incomplete
and dr1,', throrv sufficient light on the questiorr of what political
i<;rces entered the ring in the days of anarchy, and against whom
the weapons in their hands rrere turned.

Testirnony of an Eye-Witness

t.riszld Oravccz, Budapest r,esident, retates:
"'On Ot"tober 31, 1956, at 14.30, standing at the corner of

Lenin Avenue and 7th Novcmber Square, I witnessed the
following event: A man dressed in khaki trousers and a
sports jacket of thc Drizsa sports society was going along
[.enin Avenue opposite the "\ft]v6sz Cinema. Somebody
shouted: 'l-le's in the State Security!' T'he crowd rushed at
the man and startecl to treat him up. In the tussle which
ensuecl. somebody threw around the man's neck a wire cable
b). ,r*on. of which the man, ivho had lost consciot"tsness, was
hanged on a trce in front of a hardware shop at the corner of
l-enin ;\venue and Aradi Street. A board was fixed to the
breast of the murdered man with the inscription 'Captairr T5th
uf the Siate Security Service. The same fate awaits every
St,ate Security memtrer-'



The (ounter-reualulianurie$,
tuho,sought, undet the guise
ol fighting agdinst Sio/tn-
ism, to bring about the ouer.
lhroa ol proletarian rule.
pull down a plate bearing the
name Ot Lenin Auenue, re-
placihg it bg a plute aith the

i ns cr ipt ion " T her esa Aa enue,"
the name used before the lib-

eratktn

"Nobody made sure whether persons seized were really Stiate
Security members. The brutallv llrilrdcred people were victims of
a oampaign of slander and baiting."

;,. gl|,, f.ar:&*uri*iror*=*iEr J*f, r.tuli. jg*iijliJ*{rirLr.*.rrrd.r l

lfestimony of a ltlisguided Youth

Fifteen-year-old Csab;r B6nyai, who was given arms and en-
rolled in a "special detachment," relates:

"On November 2 and 3 we billeted ourselv-es in groups of
ten in flats cornmandeered frorn the inhabitants. We also
clragged our victinls there. We murdered them with poison
injections and then shot them throrrgh the head ior appear-
arrce's sake."

This youth related that their "sper:ial cletachment" was divided
intp groups of ten. He also reported thai on November 9 ,all of
their commanders "got into nrotor cars and drove somewhere."

The Death of Sindor Sziklai

The Swabians who were formerly members of the VolksbLrnd,
and who were headed by Jdzsef Eszterle, threatened the Sziklai
family living in Budakeszi with death as early as ten days before
the October events. On October 25 armed lrandits attacked the
house. They threw a hand grenade into the flat and then broke in.
Colonel Sdndor Sziklai defended hinrself with his revolver and
killed one of his attackers. I-lowever, a splinter from a grenade
thrown by the bandits rnortally wounded him. I'he bandits chopped
up his father-in-law La.ios Kiss with a hatchet. Sindor Sziklai
was a veteran fighter of the working-class movement, and Lajos
Kiss was an old Communist, who had heen in the Party since 1919.

Some Facts

In orrler to show who wanterl to prolit
23 and for rvhat pilrpose, we shall cite
portral' a ferv persons.

by the events of October
a number of facts and
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tortured to deuth
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The leader of one of the armed groups which operated in the
llth District was Vera [,askovics who lives at 5lllatos Streeit, is
a well-known prostitute and had atready served prison terrns. Her
group had large quantities of arrns and anrmunition and operated
in the vicinity of Ferenc Boulevard, Mester Street and Totnpa
Street. Laskovics was nearll' always drunk, and forced her asso-
ciates to shoot inrliscrirninately.

The sixteen-vear-old J6nos Szilrigyi lived for a number of years
in a home for delective children. In the hospital to which he was
taken aiter being wounded he said, laughing:

"I fell in wilh a captain dressed in civilian clothes. FIe and
I went tr.r addrcsses given to us to murder State Security
metnbers an<l Comntunists. One day we went to a hiruse not
far [ront the lrotel and up to the fourth flcxrr. The captain said
w€, \^.ere going to a Stattr Sccurity man. We lountl him at
home with lris wi{e and six-year-old daughter. First the
captain beat hirn up, then he tore off his cars and cut his nose
with scissors, after rvhich fired a vollev into him. .\'leanwhile
his wife triecl to escape, but one of tho ltren from our cletach-

l2

A murderetl mun u,ilh a hook oboul lhe Taentielh Congress ol the C.P.SIt,.
lhroan on his bod11

ment shot her on the spot. After we had dealt with the parelts
we began to wonder what to do with the daughter. Finally we
shot her too. . . " We did not operate only in that flat, every
day we had a new task."

Sz. E., who was freed from prison and was arrested on Novem-
ber 8 when attempting to leave the country, related the following.

''l made the acquaintance of the engineer-fitter J6nos
Horv{th; he is about 28 years old. In the house where he
lived this Jinos f{orvith killed four or five State Security men
who lived in the same house. Besides, he took other State
Security nten to the cellar where they were all shr:t."
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The trms af ll* t'eople's Repttblic and the Petifi..emblem u)ere put on the
chest of this murdered soldier

A murrlererl calonel. A ca\a ol the journat "Part|pilis" @ns put on his
body

This picture ol the fascisl bloodshed :aLas published bu the West Oerman
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In the Igth District of Budapest Kdlmin Turner, an old welder
of the National Spinning Works, was shot merely for having taken
part in the defence of the Party Committee building.

In the same district J6zsef Labadi, a member of the council, was
called to the door of his house and shot in the abdomen.

KSroly Lados, whose wife was President of the Kispest Council,
was killed with a volley of sub-machine gun fire.

Hundreds of honest people were arrested and deported. In
the 3rd District Ott6 Bihari, Secretary of the Party Organization
in the Goldberger Works, and Erno Moln6r, Secretary of the
District Party Committee, were arrested. Armed people came to
the flat of a 7O-year-old pensioner and former administrative
worker in the State Securitv Service irr the same district. In order
to escape from his attackeri, the aged pensioner jumped out of ttre
window into the yard, and was killed. Detachtnents of counter-
revolutionaries sent some of the people they seized to deportation
prisons. By November 3 they already had many hundreds of State
Security men and 120 civilians in their custody. Their execution
was fixed for November 5. Other detachments used to send their
victims to other places. Executions also took place on the spot.
On November 4 men standing in a queue at a food shop in Mirti-
rok Street in the 2nd District were seized and taken away and
many other persons, who were in the street, were arrested. The
Communists were singlecl out to be shot. The fulfilment o[ the plan
was prevented by the arrival of Soviet tanks.
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Burnins boohs, patters, sheet otusic and Etamorrhone record$ thtown" afler lie ruid on the Hungarian-Souiet Societa building

Attack
by Counter-Revolutionaries

on the Building
the Budapest Cornmittee
the Hungarian Working

People's Party

The attacl< took place on Octotref 3fl, that is, after the official
cease-fire. This attack opened the general assault of counter-revo-
lution against the organizations of the Hungarian Wurking
People's Party. Its purpose was to overthrow the people's demo-
cratic power and to restore the capitalist system. In terms of
tactics this was a turning-point; the organized armed forces of
counter-revolution, which had joined in the just mass movement
of the people under disguise, now discarded the mask.

One of the characteristic tactics of the counter-revolutionaries
was incitement against the State Security bodies. They wanted to
destroy, in the most literal sense of the word, every man in that
branch <lf the forces, every single member of tlre State Security
Service, irrespective of whether they were rank-and-file soldiers
performing ttreir military service, or honest old Communists who
themselves had been in prison during the RSkosi regime and who
in the period previous to Octotrer 23 had for that very reason been
sent to that service to improve its work and to guarantee law.

When the counter-revolutionaries began the attack on the Party
Committee premises the Imre N.agy Government had ,already
adopted the decision to abolish the State Security Service. How-
ever, that government did nnthing to pLrt an end to tlre frenzied
outrages. As a result, after the governtnent's decision to dissolve
ihe State Security Service, the counter-revolutionaries were ablc

lg
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the Irarty committtcs of t.lte 7th antl ttth tliStricts arttlon the [Iottse
of Party Education. In the itfttrttoon uf Octolrcr 29 .srnall artned
groups"appeared in Republic: Sqttarc ttear the premises of tht:
Budapest Party Committee.

The Attack

The entrance to the building was guarcled at the time by an
arnroured car, equipped with a heavy ntachine-gun. At dusk, the
crew ol the armbured car captured three rebels. AII three were

The litter Lajos Kelemen., u Kbbdnqa Communist, uus braugltl ltt hospilal' 
with' a brain ctncussion und lhirty'fotr bleeding aottnis

to continue their organizetl carnpaign ior the destruction of "every
menrber of the State Secur'ity." The streets of Budapest were
strewn with the corpses of Security Scrvice ntembers, murdered in
the mcrst outrageous manner. The baiting of Party workers
started simultaneously. It was enouglt to say o[ anybody that he
"is a member of the State Security Service" for him to be
seized, tortLrred or murdered. The action against the members o[
the State Security was acconrpanied by incitenrent against Com-
munists.

[Jnder the slogan of Contntunist-baiting, the attack on the
prenrises of the Budapest clistrict comrniltces and local territorial
Party orgattizations was carried out. Ort Octr-,ber 29, before the
attack tin the 13udapest City Party Comntittee there was a raid on

I.t;,'r stuf uarher ol the Ciry
r.ifle-butts, kicked

I'artu Comnillee aus lotltted, beutL'n :u-,illr
'dnd.' her arrils tilere tuti.';led hatk

IJ h
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Artillerll Colctnel. Papgt, aho had
husiness ol ttrgLrtrizing e milili.u,

t'oilre l(, the Ctt U l)u-iq Crfittn.tllee t>n the
wds alrotioil.slq nturdered .tfter the assttillt

found in possession uf "Natiorral Grrar<1" luctnbership cards. One
of thenr, a sixteen*year-old larl, ha<l a grenade and his rromrades
hacl fire-arms. This larl confessed that he had bcen alxrut to tirrow
the liand grenacle into thc armoured car. The other two rebels
were Iound in possession of new boots, spirits and other articles.
The three insurgents were disarmed and then escorted with the
articles they had looted to the police station in Mosonyi Street.

At about nine p. m. two army officers arrived in the City Party
Committee from the Defence trlinistry..They reported that armed
individuals had captrrred an adjacent area and were preparing to
attack the committee building. The two officers joined Colonel
Toth l-ajos who had come earlier with severat bfficers on the
husiness of organizing a working people's militia.
. The expected attac:k did rrot take place during the night. Next
tlay the armotrred car Ieft its place- at the entiance of-the Cit-v
Committee. At aborrt I0 o'clock-numcrolts arnred groups began tir

u



.l i,i':titu bru!ulltt loriureil kt rleillt
One ol the nurdered guards

gathcr near tire building. Tirey st'izetl the Iirliill,' Tlteatre sitiratecl
opposite thr City C()rnmittce, and set up a tnachine-gun entplace-
ment on the roof. They ailso filied the square in Iront of the City
Comnrittee and took ttp positi<;ns ttttclcr covt'r of trees. Tltc insur-
gents also brolir: into neighLrotrritrg bLril<lings and settled tlorvn.

The City Comtnitiee building was guar(lerl by aboLrt 40 lrten
contnrande(l by two lieutenant.s. The gtrarrl diLt. rutt rt'ocf cither to
tlrc conceutration oI the armcrl groups or to thcir preparation for
an attack. l-here were present in the Cit,t, ('onrn.rittee ihe City
Partv Cclrtttrittet' Sct:retilry Intre A'\cz(i an<l itllottt forty members
ol the City (.omtnittre stalT, including t_vpists, dining-room attend-
arrts, Iunrace-nr('n rrrrti others.

Tlrosc in tlrc'builrling, seeing the lrreparittiotts for the assault,
rcpr.rrterl tlre situati<irr trl the exetutivc oi the Party, thcr govern-
r:renl ;rntl tlre r.'rntrir I police adrninistration, artrl requestcd help.
Tlrev q,ere assured that ;rppr0priat(' nl('asrrres w0ttld be taketr, brrt
at tlrat tinrc the govcrnment bodies anri tlte crlrrmancl ol tlie armecl
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forces were already on the verge of disintegration. As a result,
the promised assistance was not given.

The attack developed according to a military plan prepared
beforehand. Just after ten o'clock the insurgents started the
assault.

As long as the counter-revolutionaries used only. small arms
and maching-gufls, the guard succeeded in defending the building
with small fire-arms against opposing forces twenty or thirty
times as strong in number. However, at about half past eleven the
attacking groups brought in artillery. There was artillery, machine-
gun and rifle fire. The building was set on fire. Many people were
killed and laf in the wrecked rooms and corridors, the number
of wounded increased continually. During the assault the com-
mand of the armed forces repeatedly promised to send help. Somemand of the armed forces repeatedly promised to send help. Some
hisher officials did trv- to helo. but could not do so. Finallv. at twoinally, at twohigher officials did try to help,
p. m., a telephone message came from the Defence ffinistry saying
that no help could be given.

Taking into account the gravity of the situation, the officers
present in the City Committee recommended that the guard cease
resistance and lay down their arms.- -th;aiiy 

aorn-nliGu Secretary Imre Mez6 ordered thd guard to
cease fire. A white flag was hoisted over the building. Then some,

of,lhe insurgents,made their way into flre wrecked bLrilding while
others continued to fire.

one.of .the Party workers who was in the conrmittee building
gave the following account of the assault:

*The. firing, which lasted about four and a half hours,
reduced the building to ruins. Just after two o'clock we were
convinced that further bloodshed was senseless. comrade
Imre Mez6 ordered that resistance be ceased. Two army
officers volunteered to inform the attackers of this. comradi
Mez6 went with thern. As they went out bearing a white flag
they were met by fire. Comrade Mez6 intendedTo try io con-
vince the insurgents that there was no sense in contiriuing the
assault and the bloodshed. But he did not sricceed in d'oing
so, for the three of them were killed. Rushing into the buildl
ing, the insurgents tortured and killed the peopre there with
incredible cruelty. flgn in military uniform, army officers,
policemen, rank-and-file soldiers, who were doins tfieir active
service in State Security rrnits (most of thern"aged about
tyqltyt,.welq hanged on trees in Republic Square. Wh"n some
of them harl been murdered their heads werl chopped ofi, ilre
hearts of others were cut out."

That was how the.secretary of the Budapest city committee
Imre Mez6 lost his life. The butchers cut out the heait of cotonul
Jdnos Asztalos, a respected veteran tighter of the workins-class
movement, and killed colonel papp and colonel szabo. The-party
School lecturer Piter Lakatos was shot on the spot. Mor" thair
twenty. sgns gf_ the llungarian people feil victim to irre bloody
terror in Qepublic Square.

The terrible butchery horrified scirne of the insurgents. They
were shocked by the cruelty of the atrocities in ,t,'.-i,'itr.u'tt**-
selves took part. some of the insurgents tried to mitiEate the
cruelty and save at least the civiliani. But they *er* uf,a6te to
prevent the execution of the guard or to save th6 army oiflcers.
.. The 9ity Party cornmittee workers were arso tortu"red.-one of
them,-Eva Killai, in order to escape_from the murderers, jumped
out of the window on the second floor. people we."-ii[un to
hospit_al beaten u.p, covered with bloocl and serkrusty *orna"a.
_ FI. I., one of the City.Committee workers, gives"the following

description of those teriible hours:
"l was on the thircl floor when a crowcl came rushing up.

Somebody pointed his gun at nre but one of the teiaeis
stopped him, saying thrt it .yas not worth touching such in

The bodg ol a
guard torlured

to death
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r.tlcl wonrlrtt. "l'ht'y [orcctl mt to throrv <lot''tt tttv ]ranclbag alt<i
ttty coat which I rvas ltolrlirrg. Tl're,l'u'ent through rnv pocltt'ts,
took cvcrl,thing arvav Irotrt r:te an,1 otte o[ tltent orderetl trte
to (:ovr:r thent zrnd lead thcnt along ihr-' turritlor and prrshed
me in front ol lrirn. At thai molncnt a corlrrade from tltt
Iligher Party School approacherl the staircttst at the enrl oi
the corridor. While cltecking iris papers ilrey kicked him. I
profited lry tlris morrent to break out o[ the crowd and go to
the sccond floor. Tlrcre I was stcppe<l again. They strttck me
wiih sotncthing on the sltoultler, kicked mc, ancl then sur-
rorrndetl lne and took me into the hall whcre tlte woundedi
rr,,ere lyirtg. Then tltey lt'd rne ottt to Rcpublir: Square so that Ii

coulrl 
'looli 

at tlre fate awaiting rny colnrarles. Jhg1. was an
rrnorrnotrs crowrl in the square. A State Security soltlier was
kicked, prrshed alrotrt an<[ beaten trp; finally they, stulTetl into
his nrotrtlr his Party,'nrenrlier's ciirrl which t]rey hacl lottnd in
Itis pocl<et" Not [ar Iroril the soltlier rvas lvittg one o[ those
rvho iratl been u,orrnrled in the brrilrling. 1'hcy l<ickerl ltint too,
spat on him. trzrrttplr,'d on ltint, deridei.l hiltt arrd then rlragged
Itim a little farther a\va), to where a comratle w;rs alrt'atly
ltangerl by the ferct. I tlcn't kttow u'hether he was still llive,
btrt thc bkxrd u,as still flor,r,ing.'l'Irc rr.,pe rliil not bcar his
u'eight anrl snapped, bLrt ihcl' hanged hirl again. Tltt' cror.vrl
arotrrrrl lrinr was in ;r real frenzy."

Lies and Calunrny

Itt the Ittry o[ the cotrnter-revoltttion, wlrich rernirrletl one oI tltr:
Wtritc terror in 1919, tlr.: rnorrstrotts lie;rbotrt 1he Oity Partv (lonr-
fiittec in RcpLtblic Srltt;u'e plzry,ed a tonsitlerable rrilc. One o[ tlte
rnanifest;rtions ol this u'as ttre rvirlespread story i,rllout "secret
tltrrtgeotrs" rrnrler the City Conrrrrittec building.

i\ccording to the first r,ersion oI this 1ie, "sevcral huntlre<l State
Secrrrity members" who, it was rurnolrrcd, had been guarrlilrg thc
huilding- -althotrgh it .*':rs colrulon linorvledge tirat the grrard ol
thc [rLrilclirrg nunrbero(l [orty nrcn-**\vere strpposerl to be hicling irr
thoser dungeons.

Wltere in that case wore the "severzrl huntlrerl" guartls? 'lherc
was a malignant nrmorrr abotrt "mysterious knocking r:onrirrg froln
the rlepths," which ctrrild have com(' lrom the "State Strt:trrity
members" who rvere: supposerl to be hiding tlre.re. But here logic
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uras completely shattered. If these mythical State Security men
had fqunh a stcret passage by which they went down {o the
dungeons, then why had they not found a way by which they
couli escape? It wai strange, too, that they needed to signal their
whereabouts by knocking. The absurdity of this fiction became
obvious even for its authors and that is rvhy they had to change
it as they went along. Then a version full of horrors afsuf 'lpoli
tical prisoners locked up there ten years before" was concocted.
The lhtter versibn was better adapted to the aims of counter-
revolutionary propaganda, for it tielped to extend hatred for the
State Securily- Serviie to a universal hatred for the Par.ty. There
were journalists, too, who put their pens at the service of this
dishonest propaganda. Otto V6gh, for instance, in his article en-
titled "seiret- Underground Priion under Party Building," pub-
lished in one of the dhily papers, dished up this lie, which contra-
dicted elementary logic, as an irrefutable truth. The paper of Du-
dis and his asiociates, Maggar F'iiggetlensig, combined boJh
th;* i-s;;* ,ra-pti..ia sia"e"by sidi"in the xiecret dungeoni"
the vanished State- Security men and the mysterious political
prlsoners.- 

In an effort to give a semblance of truth to these nightmarish
stories and intenslfy anti-communist hysteria, excavations were in
the end begun neai the City Committee building with the use of
nurnerous Ind various machines. There were repeated appeals by
wireless to those who had worked on the building and to engineers
who knew the site to appear on the scene of the excavations.
Needless to say the "exCavatioRs" did not yield an! results, for
there is not, arid cannot be, 4ny "se,cret prison" in a Communist
Party building. However, various strange legends are still in
circdlation, ani they have been, and still are, purposely spread by
the counter-rcvoluti,onaries in their efiorts to divert by any means
public attention from their own deeds of bloodshed and to carry
bn unbridled Communist-baiting. Such is the truth about thd story
of the "secret dungeons" in the City Party Committee.

This is the tru"e story of the 
'dttack'on the building o[ the

Hungarian Working People's Party in Republic Square.

Counter-Revolutionary Actions
in the Provinces

The rhass disturbances that began in Budapest on October 28
spread to the provinces,on October 25 and 26.

At the close of October, insurgents, part of whom apparently
gqided by humane motives, opened the gates of the prisons ant
released arrested fascists and criminals.-These crimihals played
an appreciable role in strengthening the forces of the c<iunter-
revolution. From that standpoint the examplc of the Mdr Distrlct
National Committee is characteristic. The chairman of that com-
mittee was Imre Kovdcs, an old peasant, but apart from him there
was only o,ne other peasant in that body. Wifhou( exception, the
othei members were fascists and criniinals just reledsed from
prison. The deputy chairman was a certain On<iOi, a criminal with
a recoid of seventeen convictlons; the secretary was J6zef Kiss, a
bandit serving an eleven-years sentence, while the members were
Jdnos Schiffer and Pril Bindy, officers who served under Horthy,
as well as former gendarmes Koves, Harsanyi, Lendvai arid
KovScs.

:
. ...i...; :. :,

Horthyites in Gy6r

A certain Captain Lajos Somogyviry, a Horthy officer, arrived
in Cydr in October. As soon as signs of a counter-revolution
[ecaqe evident, he hurried to'Hungary from Munich, arriving in
Gydr by air, and immediately took command of the counter-revo-
lutionaries. Somogyviry put forward a programme that was
broadcast by the Gydr radio station and recor-ded on fape. Here
are a few excerpts from Mr. Somogyvdry's programme:
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I'lti.s gruesonte piL'lure.
hloodshel . -,r'us

un episade ol lhe Mosonntagyurriurir
the lL'est Oermun "Spiegel"

tep: esPttlutg
publislred in

"1. Lajos Sotnogvvrit'\,, an ellvov oI tlre \,outh (l). wlrri are:lt
this rnoment shedrling tlreir trloorl. have arrived in Gy6r and anl
spt,irl<ing over tlle radio irr order to cirll upon you to set up :t

coruricr-govenrment rvil"ltout delay. '['lte (ior,ernrnent oI Irnre Nagl
Itad no constitrrtiorral basis aud is onlv uplteld lry twcrrtv or tltiltl
tlrorrs;rrrd arrtrr:<l llandits and rlrarau(ic:rs. ,\s front torlitl' we ltat'.'
rlt'r:irlerl to create a u()\'enlnre'ntal natirttt:tl rle[ence coltllltissariat
a conrrnittee [t.rr the conrltrct oi rniliiarv ol)erations, to [;e mort
c.ract -wltich worrld per[()rnr the Itrnctiorri of the ntinistries oi
rlc[erri:r' and tlrt' interior.... Our rartlis ltave no ptar]e for thost'
wlro <lrrring the rcgime that <lontittated itr tlrt: course o[ the 1;ast
twclve years hclrl ant' leatling positiorts. We ilre fullv dettr'
rtrint'rl to get in touch u'itlr [oreign govtt'nttterrts....

"l I u,e are tutable to seI up reliablt' rarlio cotnntrrrrication, rvt
shall tr;, trl take bacl< (!) tlre powe rftrl transmitters guarrled b-l
insignificant forccs or to gr:t a transtrritl.cr fnrrn abroarl as quicklv
as possiblc. We shall drr;rll itr our l)ower to enabk Ilrrngarians
Iivirrg abroad. .. to form anil send \/olr.rnteer rcgimettts oi ireerlorn
iightcrs tcl us lrccause ever]' rninutt-, is preciotr,s. We ask 1,ou to
irtk.,rrn everl,l;r16ly of this, including Radio 'Free Ettrope' so that
tltel, can all contact thc Gy6r Revolutiott:.rry, (ior,ernment r:reated
rrnrler tlre leadership of Lajos Sr.rmog-\'r,iirr', irttd tlte goverttmentul
t:tlnrrnissariat [or the trtlrrdtrct oi nrilitar\, opt:rations.... Every'
l{urrgarian rvorker [<nou's Iris duty. gIop q,r.rrk immediatelv at
factories arrrl all otlrer placcs and rcsun.t(, it onlv at tlre bidding
oi the newly fornrerl governrnent. Irr a<lrlition, arrest all trnreli-
ablc pt.rsnns in lhe provinces and elsewhere."

Attothcr pcrsolt to allllcar in G1'6r wirs ir capitalist narnerl
I(crrtisz, wlro was th,: chief share-holrler of tlre G),cir wocll antl
textile factciry. Ht livcrl in West Europe. liut later. when hc
Icarnccl of what was taking place in IIungarS,, he went to \/iennir
irt urrler to go on to lris ltomelattd anrl rec'over tht'owttt'rship ol
"his enierprisc" irr Gv5r. Kertdsz inlurrned the chief engineer
at thr Iactorv oI his tlcsirt "to start neg'otiations" [or "his fac-
Io11'."

It is to be prcstrnted lirirt that i-c enouglt.
Ternirist grorr[)s oi courttcr-revolutionarie's lregan to r-rperatc irt

(il'iir. One of tlrclrr. cornprrising sornr) twcnt)' men, stopped \Iendel
Ni,rnt'tlr, a lilt1,-1,1'117-old rvorkcr oi thcr Rreional Partr, (}rmrnittec.
irr tlre street, beat hirn rrp arrrl tried to thror.r,him into the l)anube.
Two [Jungarian -soltiiers saved him [r<lm the ltantls oI his
;rttirt:kers.'l'ltt ('ountrlr-revoltrtionaries ltegan to f<lrtn arme(l

)-ll

,l
aI/



ll ., .,",: 
-i 

++r '. )

It
r^i,l:

detachments and to carry out pre-arranged plans ol lrrutal retri-
bution, but lime worked against them.

In Szekszird

In the town of Szekszfrd, reactionary elements seized urntrol of
the national committee. They arbitrarily removed the heads of tlrer
town council from office, replacing them u,ith old-regime of{icials--
former rrrral district chiefs and potice connmissioners" A committee
oI five, irrclrrding former rurul district chiels, Dn. Ilarth, f)r. Far-
kas anrl Dr. Simon. seized power in the regional council. Former
police commissioners Dr. Antal Pctii, Dr. GySrgy Taba and
Dr. t-6szln .\,tezd became the hear:ls of the district council. When
r.epresentatives r:I ttre rural r:ouncils assernbled, thev sirnply
announced that no former leader could rcmain at his post and that
ihe candidates they put lorrvard must br' acc.epted.

{n the Village of Fiizesabon.v

During tlre night ol November i), a grorrp headerl b1' thr krrlaii
Janos CAI and shirkers.lSnos G6l Kiss arrd Istvdn K.ornrlj, whi,
frequented the public ltouse, pulled rkrwn a rnonument to Sovit:i
soldiers and then went to the village council with the intentiorr
of beating up the head. Finding no-body in, they went to the horr,st
oi thc rltral procurernent agt'nt, snrashed the winrllws ,and lhcrr
ilragged thr representative, a worker sent to tht'. clistrict frirrrr
Budapest, Irom hi5 house to the building oi the village r:orrncii.
beat him up antl tlrreu, lrim into one of the ro(inrs. The group or-
rlanized br" the kul;rks "pr,oclaimerl" a r.:ertain lrecske, a ioitntr
Horthg ctlpt'iol and cltiei of lhe loca! gouernmenl 0od4,:rs lh*
ltead oi the lr.r,.:al council.

A "worktrs'council" u,as stt rrp under the leadership of tlris
iormer olficial. l'he corrncil's first act was to remove l.ajos KovAcs,
businr:ss lnarager of tlre cunsunrtrs' rnarlietinq co-operatir,e, 'irurn

office and tt' btat him trp. Shouting anti-Semitic slogans, thr:v
rvent to a textile sliop rnd clraserl orrt tht'manager. Tht, u,iie anil
t:tr.ild ol the prr,rt:rrrcrncnt:rgent werc thrown out oi their httrsr
and tlrq neiglrblruls were wanlrrl not Io tal<e tltr: chilrl in.,\ groul;
Itd by.Jiinos Cil attaclietl l prlir:e ,station, armetl iiremselvr':
there anrl rrrslrrd to tlrr Distrirt Ilartr, Corlrnittee. 

.ihev 
hr,,li,

it-tto Llte building and strile l8,ll00 iorint.s iront the sai.' "

Ii
t"i
;.*,"!..i

Counler-reaolutianuries put
lhe urrns uith star, tat out
ol tlte nulionul fiag ol the
fteoltle's Republit:, on the
body of lhis tnurdcred police-
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In the Village nf Mez6tarkiny

In tlti,s village, the clrairman uf ihe village ceuncil, a former
worl(er in Budapest and one o[ the oldest council .1lrirn1gn in
I-{eves Region, was brutally bezrten up. His ribs were broken and
his lungs injured, rvhile his nine-vear-old son 11,:ts beaten so severe-
ly that he could not rise from his bed. The chairrnan's wift:
was locked up between two doors so that she r,r,ould not get awa)'.

In Pipa

The leading communist workers here were arrested at dawn
on October 31. They included S6ndor Pandur, chairman of the
district council, and Jozsef Pap, chief of the district policc.. About
forty Commurtists were forcefully driven out of town, althouglr
later a ferv of thent were allowed to return. It was announced
that some of the arrested men would be sent to a conc'entration
camp and some of them would be executed. The arrital of Soviet
troops prevented this intention from being carried out.

4I

One of lhe ciuiliun uictims



In Miskolc

The police rendered harmless a counter-reyolutionary grogP":

which fi,id dtr*n up a list of Party membels, Iol.*J toilers, with
th"'ffp";" ;i d;;['ryil; rt t"r oT Nore*uui 3, this group \ltl*
turentv-two Dersons. hrried detachments broke into the regional

;;l#ri;ti"i lna i"irud Police tieutenant-Colonel G6ti, C_aptain

h;;l;.--ti"utenant Strelecz, Lieutenant of Security Service

ililaJil .;d P';fi;;- #L;;;i'Antal- rhev were' beatdn up and

iffiffi#.i """ii,* 
,*iment to Soviet so'ldiers. Captain oi State

Sffi;iilT;i""i tut"t ri mdnaged to escape from his pursuers bu!

""-*riii*J 
rri.ia" in despera-tion. The execution of another hun'

i"riiJ'irJ nrtv p"opt"'*u.;;i fd November 4' But further terrorist
u"tr *ut. sti,pped by the arrival of Soviet troops'

In 6zd

Sansuinarv events unfolded on october 29. A big crowd gath-

*il';;..;;;fr-ir," iqurres. In the ensuing cross-fire'a member

;i ii,;'.';;ti.nii grrt-a' 
-detachment 

wa's frounded in one of his

irnn.. Sometoav-in ttre ciowd shouted that "it was the State

di;it H|fic.,"iil ,vto trad fired." The result was that, after

;;;i;i'i.;i;;ii,it t* ,., *Lte t rng.d in front of the buildi'ng of
i'd; ;;;ft;; -ciuncil; 

two of them d"id' not belong to^ the State

I;;;it, S";ui.u brtio the police and only one was a.State Secu-

;ii;;;r."Fi"';;; t;k;" ii,i* r'it house, wtrictr was three or four
il;i;;.[ilt- iio* 6," .."n. of firing, anrl he did not even know
,,i:rrri'"lrro tiro*"tJ. Ai a matter 6f fact, the firing started.when
on;;i'il.';fib;;; ;i th; i'national guards," who was in tht'

;;;;;, u..iauntupy- 1or wittr the purpise oI provocation) fired

i;;; ;ifl;. Tir;;lhdi "national girardsmen" [ook advantage oi
ii,;ffid'b[u-n6 fiie at r.andoqr. T"he second of the men who were

executed had been 
"u[ua 

.r-tfr.-r.*nu, while the third was de-'

i;il.,1 i, some otheiit.."t un,i, consequently, had not been in the

;il;;; .it["i. tt "t" *.n *.t" tuurgefy beaien and then dragged

il tiil;;;;i;c'oJ-ir'. *ott.rs' couiicii. Later, at the..demand of

it.'.io*Jiiii.'*.rkuir' r:ouncil handed them over to the counter-

ievoiutionaries after which they were hanged'

In Kiskunmajsa

, The counter-revolutionarips executed GO-year-old Jdzsef Nem6-
nyi, who had been in the labour movem6nt since lbtii and a
reader. in problems ol industry and trade at the Kiskunmajsa
council.

On October 27, l95q a detarhment headed by a group of l0
tg tS people, br,nke intb the council premises. it .v" looi<ed tor
Nem6nyi, but he was not there. Theri they went tb his house,
dragged him to the council's offices and bealt him to death.

After that the bandits went to the offices of the partv commit-
tee. They did not find the Secretary but, instead, found 6ne.armed
paralyzed Kuklis Luk6cs, member of the pastures committee, and
beat him up. Then they moved on to th6 home of a Jew, small
shopkeeper Krausz, but the latter was not in. So, shoutins anti-
Semitic stogans, they attacked the house of Fisch6l, purchEser at
the consumers' marketing co-operative, and smashed all the fur-
niture. Fischdf hi.nlself escaped through the attic. The mob
attacked and beat up the peasant Benjdmin Bdlog, chairman of
the pastures committee.
. These events were followed by the election in the village oI
I a so-called workers' council coniisting entirely ol kulaks, frofi-
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ieers, gendarmes and criminals released fronr prisr:n. It is char-
acteristic that the fornter sergeant-maior of gendarmes J6zst'f
Karcsti became the new police chief.

In Mihilyi

On October 27, 1956, a "nationdl counr:il" which included twu
gendarmes, was set up under the chairmanship of a lormer Horilty
officiat named Mitrdly Mar6ti. On liovember l, arrnet members
of this council. lormer gendarmes Lajos Kiss and lstvin HatSsz"
Jr,, broke into the ilat of the Secretary of .the Party organizatirin,
dragged him out into the street and beat him up.

In T6r

Towards the end o[ October, former Nilasists headed by a cer-
tain Baumgartner orgarrized an "Arrow Cross" party and ter-
rorized the population.

In Ulkdr

On October 26 the kulak B6la Horv6th. wlw had owned E5
Irolds of land and voluntarily offered his land to the state in 1949,
headed an armed band which forced its way into the building of
the producers'co-operative. [Ie gave the members of the co-oper-
ative living there 2{ hours to leave the premises and supply
him with a written list of the stock antl equipment.

In B6srirkiny

On October 97, a group led by kulaks forced their way into
the offices of the village council, drove out the mem,bers of the
r:ouncil and appointeil the Ardaft Andris Kiss Andorka to the post
of chairman. Then they raided the honre of the Secretary of the
Party organization- took him to the offices of the Party commit-
tee, destroyed all the documents there, and announced that the
reign of the poor had ended, that they'were taking the ad,
ministration into their orrn hands and would restore the old or-
ders.
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In Csorni
On October 26, 1956, under the leadership of lhe iormer inn'

hteper Imre Plen6r and others there was a demonstration which
was soon joinecl by alt tlte reactionary elements of the village
who had b6en lying lorv. Only about 6 or 8 per cent of the popu-
latir:n took paft in the demonstration. The participants set- up
a "national ,committee" in which the leading role. was played by
Cy<rrgy Czinder, a former Nilasist oflicial, chief of the.aillage
gitueriment bodg, Id 1920, Czinder's father was one of the ring'
leaders of the counter-revolutionary White terror, who savagell'
murdererl honest toilers. During the events of October 26, his

,v-ounger brother, J6nos Czinder, was the first to demand that for-
iner gendarmes should at once put on their _gendarmetie uni-
forms-, and seize power in the village" The' Czinder brothers'
accomplices were persotrs known for their reactionary,-counter-
revc,lutionary views. Sindor Sz6kely, a former Ho(\A officer, was
arrpointed chairrnan of the "national committee," ftonge, a cap-
tain in the former l{orthy army, proclaimed himself the mititary'
r:ommandant of Csorni. An officers' detachment was formed of
forrner Horthy officers hiding in and about the village and at
unce began to prepare a reign of White terror. By order of Gyor-
gy Czin7er this d-etachmenf arrested Ferenc Hajto, former Sec-
ietary of the vitlage Party organization, and_ han.ded him over
for trj,al to the "extiaordinary tribunal" whichtheythemselves had
set up. This farcical trial was to have been the signal for the exter-
mination o[ all the other leaders wlto were honest and loyal to

Qne of lhose beaten to death

the people's democratic system. Gyorg.v Czinder, SSndor Szd-
kelv'ani their ac.com'olices drew uo a list of the people thev.in-kely'anil their accomplices drew up a ljst of the_people they'in-
tendetl to destroy. Diring the "tria1" of Ferenc Hajt6 and othertended to destroy. During the "trial" ot hrerenc hlaJto and otnel
persons named in the list, which was held on November 3, at-
lempts were made to get incriminating confessions from them.
After the trial, Gyorgy Czinder ordered Ferenc l{ajto's guards to
shoot him at night. Iiowever, the guards knew Hajt6 personally
and clid not carry out this order. Bloodstred was prevented by the
arrival of Sovief troops. Seeing the failure of the counter-revo-
Ir-rtionary terror, Gyorgy.Czintler: and some of his accomplices
fled to the West.

In Szeged

A lrook-keeper named Jdrzsef Kovlcs Lrecame a menttler o[ tht:
so-called revolutionary committee. He rvas appointed commander
of the armed forces o[ the cottntey-rcvoltttion in Szeged.

{6

Kovics was born in 1926 in Bikdscsatra. In 1944 hc fled tt:
West Germany from where he returned in 1946. In l94g he was
imprisoned for political crimes against the people'5 democratir
system. AJter serving his sentence, Kovfcs betarie a book-keeper
in the village of Rriszk and, after the events of Octoher 23, was
one of the most active orga'nizers of the counter"revolution. He is-
sued instructions for.the arrest of State Security men and political
workers and for the release of all convicts. Hd stole t00,b00 for-
ints from the bank for "revolutionary purposes."

Even before the events of October 23, Kovics maintained two
apartments for conspirators in Szeged. When he organized the
counter-revolutionary police he had his father, who, prior to the
Iiberation, wa! .l captbin in the Horthg pottci-take'the post of
police counsellor. Kovfcs was in contact with the insurgents i,n
the neighbouring districts, including the town of Mak6. He in.
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structed Endre
sewing fagtory,
any danger of
Kertds and his
orders.

Kertr$s, chairman of the workers' council at the
to organize resistance and in case there uras

the factory being captured to iet it on i0rer
associates did nbt carry out any of Kov{cs's

In Baja

At 9 p. m. on November 2, counter-revolutionaries attacked the
distriet police station. The attackers opened ,fire from subma-
chine-guns at people in the building, killing Senior Lieutenant
Benj6min Zelmk6, chief of the civil guard, and seriously wound-
ing the chief of police, Senior Lieute.nant G6za Bogics, Sergeant
Istvfin Ldrincz and Lieutenant Istvin Andris.

In Szombathely

At l0 p. m. on October 97, lgm, a big detachment raided the
oftces of the former State Security forces, the Party committee
and the regional jail. Killing the warden of the jail, Senior Lieu-
tenant Istv6,n }lagyar, the raiders lreed the convicts.

Flungarian
in the

Events as lUlirrored
lVestern Press

'A perusal of the corumns of the western press wi, bring toljShJ.nymerous excerpts wfri* il;"; beyond all shadow of a

filil'd[t.Il;"Ief:']:d[,'"':.'.",,l",llirH:;1]f.1,"aio:lrur*,
st,rsoiann,-.;f*-iil1"#flld:lSfllli;:ilii:Ulf:';,,If i:I:taken place ada tneir pr;li;'i.il;fiJrirath, as welr as the broad

itlTiilttli:ij-firii,":;[igl#,i*.il?.T;m *:-,t'[:t1,nrtor counter-revolutionary purposes th; fip;i;:;";;;driaimedagainst the crimes corirmittia Li 
- 
tff" ri;d;i:c;;e""r"ader-ship.

Light is shed on the eve.nts th4t-preceded october 30, when thecounter-rev.olution unmasked itsetfl, 6v tt" ;;ll:ft;;;'ari at_ready cited.sta(ement.by .Ailen brll.;l h;;d ;i ffiu"ri"InJirt"rri-gence, in which he said'that-they "knew wutiin a?uriie,,'aboutthe Hungarian rising. I ----

RoIe of the *Free Europe,, Committee

r*'fi,t;;:?"il!:tti'l,[,f fi LyflI.x*:i,:i,,Hl,fl [*:yiii$::
i'I:t;:llf'rf"iffi i:stffS* j;it;f,siilrli.x**";i:xili:
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and to emphasize that everybody fighting for freedom would re-
ceive support from America. . . . In 1949, at the height of 'cold
war,' a huge organization was set up which was nominally pri-
vate but.which in redlity was under the State Department. This
uras the 'Free Europe' Committee. It was headed by Allen Dulles,
wfo was then deputy chief of the Central Intelligence Bureau
and is now its head. The committee was created with two
purposes in view: to take into its own hands the organization
and guidance of the post-war political 6migr6s and to ensure them
the ledding role in the pro,paganda beamed to'Erastern Europe.
National committees, whose members were.picked by Americans,
were set up in New York. The Americans gave them material sup-
port, thus enabling, them to be the sole spokesmen of the 6migrds.
At the sarne time a rariio station was built in Holzkirchen near
Munich. This radio station, which employed about a hundr,ed
Hungarians,,broadcait all-day programmes for Hungary with the
purpose of bolstering the spirit of resistance to the communist
-system among its listeners. The principal theme of these broad-
casts was the might of America a,nd its mission to help enslaved
peoples- On the other hand, 'the Crusade for Freedom' organiza-
tion, a sister of the 'Free Europe' Committee, from time to time
used thousands of balloons to shower Hungary with.leaflets which
incited the population to resi,stance in the name of the non-exist-
ent committe6 of 'liberation. . . . During the rising, probably many
people responded to the calls of Radio 'Free Europe'. .. . Did they
not in the course of these days wage a futile struggle because
they listened to the advice giv-en on the eve of the Arfrerican pres-
idential elections by Radio 'Free Europe,' which assured its lis-
t6ners that if the armed uprising continued after publioation of
the election returns, the Washington Government could come
forward in the interests of Hungary."

A picture of the direct preparations for the uprising is $iven
by the Berliner Zeitung in its issue of November 20, when it ac-
quainted readers with the ties the counter-revolutionary for,ces in
Flungary have in West Germany.

"The participation of trained Hungarian 6migr6s in the bloody
events in Hungdry is now an established fact. It has been learned
in Munich that in U.,pper Bavaria ne,ar Trauenstein there is an
American-run camf, in which officers from Franco Spai,n and
members of Hungarian fascist organizations teach people parti-
san warfare. A large group of Swabians from Hungary, men who
fled to West Germany in 1945 beoause they were members of
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Waffen-SS detachments,__-arrived. in. the camp after October29......ltgy have their own organiriiion, which functions in Mu-nich.at 3 Himmelreich stragl.__-_-_sr.v..' 
w,rrvu rurrcuuils l

yj;?'+Iiii#i6:t,aL:*8ij:"+n:,n$,f Hr,f?#iitr:smuggled into Hungay in Red-e;J", aeroplanes and trucks.Their assignment wis t6 *u.u tr,"-d"?man ririnoriiy fur Hungury
;;ll::,I, *a t ely 800,000- a ga i nst tr,. 

- 

p.iip r 

"t 
"l;ir#r;i I ry",

il+,r,,*t-.?fl .#lTfi:i{.::.i*l*iir:{iTt'J;_,}'.x,i1i"*":Itr,"m'*"i";;ffi #f, sH,:jl,ru'H"; j,'xxi":ffi .x,.,"#li;,i";American auihorities. According io li"'**spaper, fascists were

Itl,? fi : s:!I,:,ifi fjxil, t"1$" ,'J #;T J:Tffid " 6il J"l}Hun garian Fi ghteis,', .muilb;'r;;iffi , ;Fr". Hungary Movement,,and sim i lar organ izations. After ociouei zo,- ih;';;#ffi 'went
on, gr_oups of armed Hungarians trom-Rotri"?wu"i6.i.rn"to*rr-*"i"ru";il)fis.,11ilf, Tr*ail'il'nu,ill,i,X$airfi etds- In conversation with Mffi;i;'ilia-"rtr-ii,"J" ii"ftivit*
:f til:lffi,,l;:d 

th a t they weie ;;d;;id t; riffi s;,y l. :#,it",,

#[1$;.}tr'.x,gf 
'yf ::f ::u};,iBiif;tn:lTi"or#?H,:ftT

"The Hunsarian emigration is in motion. Hungarians inthe Walka cimo, or" oFtt" rn.in u".u_Uly points for Hun-g_Ti1lj"tug.uj i, wurt c;;;;y, lie enthusiasticallv form-rng command battalions. Their "joU,.r" ,rti;;"';ii;"p-pens, and irresp_ective of the ,tana tlt !*n 
.6;H; 

Wiri, i. t,penetrate into Hungary.

,_"In Londcn, too, volunt.prba,ttalions are being enrolled.Hun ga ri an vouths, ld . .fi isj6- ;t di*;" i;;i;? "; ; "il;;;;;;Germ,any, Austria.,an-a othei-E-;;;, countriei ri. *iiirgout on their own,initiativoitr tiliilgarian border, or havealready crossed it. . . ."

ril,!LjT"fi,:i,"8:;fi i1T,;ffi fj:Tfii#lJ1,ilt,xJflXiri,:lturn home, made a staterirbnt-ln 
-tilii; 

concernin_g the activityof the ukrainian nationarist-."r;il;;ii,rrs in the west. Here isan excOrpt from his statement: -
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"A few days ago I decided on a big.step in- my life. This was
because I could no longer listen to the lies and witness the crim-
inat activity conducteil by ukrainian nationalist organizations
in the West.. . .

"A few weeks prior to the outbreak of the Hungarian events
I learned from Viadimir Lenik, one of the active'leaders of the
Ukrainian nationalist organization known as OUN, that Ba'ndera,
Kashuba and Lenkavsky, carrying out the orders of their chiefs,
had formed up to ten coiumns bn Austrian territory. The m-embers

of these coluinns were recruited from the Ukrainian nationalist
organizations for subversion and sabotage. 

-iln Argust this year, Bandera and Lenkavsky trave.lled to
Austria in" order to verify the state of preparedness of the col-
umns. Upon retur,ning to Munich they attended a-meeting held
behind ciosed doors and expressed satisfaction 'with the prepa-
t'113f;3r,,, 

before the Hungarian eve-nts I accidentally learned
from Lenii< thatthe groups f5rmed on Austrian territory in.August
would be sent to H[ngany for subversion. Lenik told me that we
were on the eve of imporiant events, and recommended me to go

to Hungary. He assuied me that I would not regret doing so,

and that I would be well paid....
"The day after the events started, Vladimir Lenik,- nl tt'." guise

of correspondent of the Ukrainian 6migr6- paper Shlg-akh Pere'
mohg (The \(ag to Victorg), arrived at the Austro-Hungarian
bord"er'from wh6re he sent ilre OUN columns into Hungary. From
Munich and its vicinitv Ivan Kashu'ba, leader of the Bandera or-
sanization, diJpatched several more groups to the border' They
Irossed it together with terrorist groups led by the Horthy gen-

eral Kisbarnaki.;ifn"y were told to sow panic, open fire on Soviet soldiers and
otficers, attack them and wipe out iheir families. The above-men-
tioned groups were supplied with leaflets i'n the Russian, Ukrai'
n;in utia Hungarian lihguages and, what is most important,
were su,pplied with American arms."

I

I
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Hand Greuades Instead of Food

Despite the endeav-
our to shroud things
in secrecy reports
have appeared in the
Western press [o the
effect that the Hunga-
rian insurgents were
receivi,ng the military
supplies that had been
smuggled into the
country. On Nbvem-
ber 4 the Hamburg
Ufelt ant Sonntag,
quoting a Hungarian
woman, reported:

"lt was on Satur-
day we received the
first food. A ioreigner.
who spoke fluent
Hungarian delivered

rel lllm' lUtL
Lt.lmtrt t rna

rr{rfdb
Di Arlfrh. rL
r;rdt Clnt o
;pr illl ]rohh urf rti

uUlr

Er-lr. rtail imlr| tl IlI r[rr 
'r.a 

dirm-trf 
-rr r-.

rr.rril q, ar. ]r lrr, ?fia,

1o us four wagons loaded vrith tin contailrers, and said we shouldbe very cautious when opening the tins. lt was only tri". tt atwe understood the meaning of-these words. r,, t uiar"a-ot tt *tins were filled with hand [renades."It is worth recalling that this particular issue of velt am sonn-
log' wa,s quickly confiscated by ihe west Germrn urtr,"iiii.r.

An interesting report published in the Nea yorh vorlcl rele-gram and san in mid-November, stated that the west German
:T,io]llg",organization, h.egde.d by G.ehlen, a former Nrii g*.rrf,
nag play_e-d an. active part in launching the counter-revolu-tionary
Iirlng. This Amenican correspondenf said tt at w"ii-ini.i*"it
diplomatic circles had confirmbd that the Gehien n"t*o.i' t raplayed 

-an 
important role in the rising. tncidentiiiv, C"n"iri'C"f,-

len.is directlg respo.nsible to chancellor Adenauer, and his organ.
ization is financed by a special fund at the dispoial oi ttr" Chrn.
cellor.

- TI," suspicious linkage between the Hungarian. events and
folgign countries did not elcape the attentiori of such , t igt,ty
authoritative _po.litician as Prime Minister Nehru of irar, iurri,
stated in the India,n Parliament on November lg:

srq,ffi

l*firrl tt



"I am convinced that the arms for the fascist elements who took
part in the Hungarian uprising were supplied from abroad."

Concerning earlier events we have already quoted the Dailg
Mail coruespondent who boasted:

"In recent days I had lunch with free people who had been
working for a whole year to prepare the insurrection which broke
out this week."

Defeated politicians and Horthy officers got busy. The Novem-
ber 3 issue of the Paris Le Monde, commented:

"The crowG of 6migr6s who streamed into Budapest have rein-
forced the position of the Right-wing parties."

The A.F.P. reported:
"There are good grounds for believing that the anti-communist

resistaince movement organized by General Kirily, has powerful
support among some of the garrisons quartered in Western Hu,n-
gary, which during this week have concentrated at the completqly
open Austrian ,border. The organizations of Hungarian migr6s
who fled to Austria and Germany undoubtedly took advantage of
this."

Reynolds News: "It Is Possible That an Extreme Fascist
Regime WilI Be Set Up"

On October 3l the same agency reported:
"It has now been confirmed that extremist military organiza-

tions are being formed with. great haste in Western Hungary
with a v-iew:'to taking political action, the consequences of which
it will b'e :di tficult to fbresee. These organizations have already
established contact with former 'crusa-ders' {the French corre-
spondent applies this term to the fascist-"Arrow Cross" organi-
zation.-Ed.) and ultra-nationralists in Austria. The events in
Hungary are reminiscent of the Horthy putsch in 1919."

On October 30 the Osterreichische Volksstimme reporled:
"At some of the bord,er stations the counter-revolution is ac-

tually forming headquarters. During the past few days numerous
counter-revolutionary agents, in the guise of Hungaria,n refugees,
crossed the border to 'link up with the insurgents.' A,ccording to
a report in yesterday',s Bild Telegraph, they are in dlrect contact
with the counter-revolutionaries in Salzburg. Transports with
columns of counter-revolutionaries from Bavaria and other parts
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of-West Germany are arriving systemaiically via Austria.,'
T'trat was how foreign reaciion worked, seeking, and, let it be

said, not without success, to take advantage of iiie iusiified dis-
content of ttre masses, seize leadership of t-he populdr movement
and utilize it for a counter-revolutioriary putsih. Foreign news-
Pgper correspondents wrote about the 

- 
tempestuous e"vents in

Hungaly in the folloriing terms:
The London Regnotds Neas reported:

__ "The Hungarian 'revolutionarils' are Rieht-wins radicals....
lfqngarian fascists have streamed into thelountrv"from abroad.It is qu,ite possible that an extreme fascist regime"wi[-be ret up
under the successors of Admiral Horthv and S76lasi.,'

The Express, a Paris bourgeois nuwipapur, iommented on No_
vember 9:

"On November I the Nagy Government obviously lost its grip.
Lacking_ practical pjwer ir-made ooncessions both to th"' figfii
and to the left. . . . 

-The 
maddened crowrr threw ;{i .tt iertr"int,

and,political police and others *"re iyr"t"d. nisht'if;;;unii'.r*uto tne top in the provinces where the so-called national councils,
9,"_q1:.rt.r or lesser degree, steered a Nazi course. New politi-
cal parties appeared on the scene."

on November 3 the vienna correspondent of the London Times
described the situation as follows:
,. "Lggt Saturday (October 2Tl the question was how much fur_tner /tlr. ry.agy lguld be made to go in meeting the demanils of
tne revolutron. By yesterday he had yielded all-along the line."

r ne uerman provtnclal newspaper, Aallener Volksz-eitung, com_
mented:

"The.suprerpe tragedy of Imr,e Nagy was that at the decisive
moment the movement-which pavedih. *ay to, f,i. .o,,iil'i;power assumed a glaringly anti-communist ahd anti-soviet cfiar-
acter.l'

o'Now Comes the Terror of the Mob,,
.'i

counter-revolutionary terror groups, taking advantage of the
lT:_"lirjtl-r1d poticy oi concessiin, pdrir"a By-tt. gori"i,rim.nt,
stepped up persecution of the supporters of the b*plut democrat-ic system. Mgny western lournirists trav" aesJiiu[a i], a*.iuir ,ilthe horrors ot the brutal white terror. By this time the trend wasno longel in doubt. characteristic in this-i;;da;l-i"'; ,*pit ir-sued by Reuter's:

"a.do"iing io"reliable information former members of the fas-
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cist movement are trying to revive their party. The uprisi,ng, sup-
ported at first by only weak groups of Right-wing elements, has
now reached the stage in which the victory ol those calling for
restoration of the Horthy regime is no longer impossible. Yester-
day saw the beginning of a man hunt in the strdets of B'udapest.
Members of the secuiity police are being killed like dogs, they
are hangimgfrom the lamp-posts and ba-lconies. All over the coun-
try scenes reminiscent of the return of the 'Whites' in l9l9 are
being enacted. The swing of Hungarian policy to the Rigtt is
justly alarming the democratic elements."

On November I the Swedish Stochholrns Ti.dningen featured an
article bv Gunnar Kumlien:

"In a small village along the road leading to Budapest, I wit'
nessed the lynching of a iommunist leader. The lynching took
place in the lremises of the village co-uncil. I found myself in the
hiAst of large crowds of peasanti, soldiers and insurgents. Sud'
denly a rnan standing in front of me emitted a roar and the next
monient, like a wild 6'east, plunged forward and attacked another
man, This communist leader, of course, acted carelessly in show-
ing himself so early, and was recognized at once. Events devel'
opid with lightning speed. The lynching began. The Commu'
nist, his hands raised above his head, trieii to delend himself, but
blows were rained upon his face, back and stomach, his assail-
ants kicked him savalely, blood stre4med from his face until final'
ly he collapsed. The lynching was over."' 

On the same day, October-30, Gordon Shepherd, correspondent
of the Dailg Telegra.ph, wrate;

"As night fell popular violence. unrestraihed by any regular
military or police units, has held Budapest in the grip.. . . The re'
gime.seemed completely powerless io control the position and was
fusuing promises by the hour over Budapest radio."

On -October 3l 
-S. 

Delmer of the Daily Express came to thE
same conclusion:

"Nou/.comes the temor of the mob.. .. The auxiliary police. ..
have joined the mobs i,n imposing on Budapest a systein of lynch
law."

"Mindszenty-the Banner of the New Regime"

Immediately after lhis, ttre issue of Bild Telegraph for October
3l triumphantlv featured the headline: "People's Democracy in
Hungary Over{hrown." It then went on'to say that according to
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the information reeeived "so long as Imr,e Nagy heads ilre govern-
Ten{.jn Budapest, 9o lgng as fliire is a sinfle Communi3t in it,it will not find majority support among the" insurgents". . . ihe
anti-communist forces are convinced that victorv is.-near."

In these circumstances when the shift in the "bulun." of forces
in favour of the Right became clearer, the emergence of cardinal
Mindszenty attractid special attention. Accordlng to the Ham-
b.urg weekly .Der S_piegbl of November 7, ,,MindsZenty inspires
lhq.inlulgjents with the myth of anti-communist mdrtyrs'and
Catholic ideology."

L1!er, the same newspaper wrote:
"Clearly ther,e can be no talk about Mindszenty being the lead.

er of the- uprising, but one can absolutely speak of h"im as the
banner of the new regime."

!!9 Qatl.a Telegraph had this to say about Mindszenty:
"Most observets admit that with ihe further development of

events he will become one of the central figures. . . ."
Well worthy of attention is a report in-the Nea YorE Herald

Tribune for November 20, by Barre[t McGurn who, after describ-
ing in detail the liberation of Mindszenty, makes the following
comment:

"Hungarians, many Western experts felt, should have content-
ed themselves at least for a whi[e with a coalition of Commu-
nists and n,on-Communists, headed by the Communist but natio-
nalist Premier Imre Nagy. . . . It soon became clear that what
Russia faced in Hungary was not the prospect of a Gomulka, a
nationalist Communist of the stripe of Poland's Premier, but an
Adenauer.. . . When the soldiers released the primate, new voices
were heard. Some urged even that there be a 'Mindszenty gwern-
ment,' a,n idea which horrified some Western friends of the Hun-
garians. The cardinal's political ideas, these Westerners objected,
were of 'the l6th century. . ..' Others urged Mindszenty at least
for membership in a super-council of trusted national leaders who
could serve as a sort of regency, nominating Premiers a'nd Ca-
binets. . . . Some of the cardinal's closest supporters were frank
abbut what they wa,nted from the UN: the instint arrival of a UN
mission, parhchuted medicine, food, arms."

Thus, even from the Western press reports one gets an idea
of the road along which the counter-revolutionary forces wanted
to take the country. At the same time these reports make it per-
fectly clear that what took place was rnot a coincidence of fortui-
tous factors, but a result o[ subversive activity long prepared and
'directed from abroad.
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Cardinal
lXlindszentY's ParticiPation
in Counter-Revolutionary

Machinations

The Horthy leaders of the counter-revolutionary forces, by oust.
ing the Nagy Government, wanted to advance Mindszenty, tem-
porarily at least, as a political leader "standing atrove parties,"
and at the same time capable of rallyi,ng the forces of the
Catholic Church. As early as October 29 and 30, they began to
agitate for a "Mindszenty government," and even held a meeting
under this slogan in Rrikoczi Square. Simultaneously Mindszenty
was released from house arrest and brought to Budapest.

On October 30 he was taken from the Fels6pet6ny Castle and
installed in the barracks of a tank regiment i,n Retsig. Next day,
October 31, he was taken to Budapest.

Upon arriving in the capital Mindszenty lost no time in getting
down to busine,ss and on the evening of November S.br,oadcast
a "call" in which, notwithstanding all its restraint, he openly set
forth the aims of the counter-revolution.

The Cardinal described the people's democratic system. as a
"bankrupt r,egime." He declared the victory of the counter-revo-
lution to be an accomplished fact. Although he refrained from
speaking openly about the plans of the counter-revolutionaries to
restore the landlord-ca,pitalist system, Mindszenty said that the
new system would be baSed on private property. He said specifi-
c,ally that an end must be put to ihe socialist system based on
common ownership, the people's rule must be abolished.

Mindszenty, like the other leading figures of the bourgeois res-
toration, had to tread warily in view of the fact that Soviet troops,
were posted on the approaches to Budapest and the news that
Soviet reinforcements had arrived. For this reason he did not
fully explain his attitude. "In my call I deliberately refnained from
mentioning other details," he said, "because what I did say was
enough." Yes, that was enough for the former capitalists, land-
lcrds and other reactionary elements who had come to the fore..
He did n.ot go into "detail" about doing away with the resultrs
bf the land reform, about retur,ning the nationalized enterprises,
because he preferred not to tell the people ahout this. The Car-
dinal, however, did not refrain from making threats. He hinted
that "there should be responsibility before the law alo,ng all
lines." This was nothing less than proclamation of a general cru-
sade against the supporters of proletarian rule. From this, anc[
also from his vague allusions to the restoration, it was perfectly
clear that a herald of the counter-revolution had openly appeared
in the political arena under the cover of clerical garb. This was
appreciated not only by former bankers, factory owners and land-
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Cardinal Mindszen-
tv was arrested at [he
end of 1948 on the
charge of being lead-
er of an organizatlon
which aimed at over-
throwing the PeoPle's
democratic sYstem.
Cardinal MindszentY
achieved notorietY as

one of the leaders of
the forces working to
restore the bourgeois-
landlord regime, and,
as such, was tried
and sentenced'

In 1955, at the re-
ouest of the EPiscoPa-

cy, the Hungarian Government agreed- in view of the state

oi Mindszenty,s healt-h",'i;';;l.rrg.fii*. bince then he had. been

under house arrest ir'it" nti"Opei6ny Castle' This circums.tance'

maturally, made it ;;;i;; l;i rfim td maintain contact with the

outside world.
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lords but also by the more politically conscious sections of the
people.

Mindszenty's speech was not simply a manifestation of ftis
personal actioitg. By this time the "Catholic People's Party," the
'"People's Democratic Party," the "Christian Front," "The League
of the Sacred Hbart," the "Christian Youth League," various
'Christian youth organizations, the Horthyite "non-party" boy
scouts orgahization and others, had appeared on the scene. The
Horthy counter-revolutionary forces unfurled their tattered ban-
ner and launched an offensive in ,order to seize the leading role
and oust the more d,emocratic elements of the bourgeois restora-
tion. To achieve their political aims, they formed armed groups.
Cardinal Mindszenty, with whose help they calculated on win-
ning the mas5es of religious people, became the leading figure
of these forces and was brought to the forefront.

However, the emergence of Mindszenty was watning for.those
fighting to expurgate the people's rule and maintain it. Mindsze,n-
ty's speech was a sort of a signal which warned them that it was
necessary to launch a counter-offensive against the forces of
bourgeois restoration and to uphold popular rule.
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