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" which for morc than half a century fimly believed that bourgeois democracy would grad-
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A whole epoch is drawing to a close. VWhat will be kriown in history as the epoch
of capitalist democracy is labouring in its death agonies be'fore our very eyes. In a
month or two, when the world var starts, it will receive its finsl death blows. Al though
we shall be told that only temporarily suspended, it will disappear into the dustbin of
history, never to return again. Twenty five years ago Inperialisn succeeded in tricking
a whole generation into defending it, simply by using the bluff of "e war to save demo-
cracy". To-day, it seems, Imperialism is going to play the trick successfully egain.
The question arises: why should Tmperialism deliberately destroy the valuable weapon
that hes served Capitalism so well for two hundred years, and makes it possible to send
millions of people to kill each other for its glory, profit and surwivel? Isn't it hes-

tening its own end by discarding this weapon’?

Imnerielism has no choices The bourgeoisis could never forget the revolution that
followed the first world war. Although Social Democracy sa&ved them that time, they real-
i ged how unrealigble such an ally would be in the coming mortel combat between Capital
end Laboure. lMsreover they realised the danger of this sort of democracy, bourgeo is demo-
cracy, for the maintainance of Capitalism. They had to find other methods of sel f-pre-
servation; undisguised force had to take the place of the sweet hypocrisy and lying
phrases usually found so useful in the class struggle. Tupirinllis: "cs nad to throw off
its mask =-- democracy =~-- and show its real face =-- fascism =-- 1in country after
country. Even in those countries who still style themselves "the democracies”", the mask
wears so thin that even the greatest efforts of the professional liars cannot produce en-
thusissm in the masses to die for democracy. For what is left of democracy in Britain

and Frence?

Sixty years &@go even great socialists could imagine a peaceful revolution in Brit-
ain &t least as a theoretical possibility, elthough not a probability. The people enjoy=-
od various democratic rights end a parliamentary tradition; end there was no standing 3

arny nor e fixed, hardened bureaucracy. But they cannot boast of these things any more. ‘
Even a few months ago the Left Press 1n Europe maintained that the British working class ;

would never accept conscription in peece time. Yet the people were never asked to ex-

press their opinion througi a general election. luch has changed in the last quarter of
& century and even more in the last few months; the much-boasted fret?dom of T,he Press, of
speech, of neetings and of asylum have been ste?.dily redxfced to r'xothmg by wireless cen-
sors, press censors, laws ageinst libel, seduction and disaffection, and by all kinds of

police supervision and interferenc g.

Vet in a month or two even the remeining shedows of democr‘at::Lc ri..ghta will 'di.gaP..
pear. They will be extinguished as soon &s Wer breaks out and Capitalist democracy ml_l
venish from the historicel arena for ever. For if Capitelism survives th? coming war its
form of government can never Dbe enything else but fascist. Reformist Social Democracy,

ually and peacefully give way to Soc ialist Democracy, will also diseppear from the scene,
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despised and cursed by the workers whom it has betrayed. But for the Social Demoorats
the world would be marching today under proletarian democracy towards a classless 8001;t "
instead, it is precipiteted into another Imperialist sliaughter. Ya

Bourgeois democrecy, which was undoubtedly a great step forward from feudal autoce
racy, and certainly valuable for the education of the workers towards the class struggle
has nevertheless always been narrow, hypocritical end deceptive. As Lenin said: it al-.
ways remained a democracy for the rich and a deception for the poor.

The bourgeois apologist will no doubt exclaim: "But deuwocracy means liberty, equal-~
ity, decision by the majorityt And what can be hipgher than these?!'" The trouble is that
while they are written down in big letters im the Constitution, all the same they are a
lie. Liberty under Capitalisa, even in the most democratic states, has always meant lib-
erty to exploit labour, the liberty of the minority to grow rich and fat on the sweat and
blood of the worksors; it has meant the liberty of the majority, who ow: nothing, to sell
their labour power, to go hungry and die. It is liberty to speculate on food in time of
famine, to speculate on war, on the lives of millions of workers and pcasants, to make
war -pro fits fron the slaughter of innocent and ignorant men. It is liberty to employ
thugs end mercehcries to break strikes and shoot the workers down; it is liberty to em-
ploy Klu Klux Klans to lynch negroes in the most democratic republic and to send innocent
Sacchos and Vanzettis to death in the electric chair, and keep liooney in jail for 22 years,
though they kinew he was not quilty. Such are the liberties of bourgeois democracy’

Yes, and we nust not forget the freedom of the press, of speech and of neetin ga.
It is & fraud axd a farce to speak of the freedom of the press when the monopolists,
speculators, shareholders, landowners own the buildings, the printing-presses, the paper,
The capitalist is free to buy tihe press and hire the journalists to reed the public with
bourgzeois lies and distort public opinion. Vhat chance has the worlking class, too poor
to set up anything ageinst the powerful and weal thy "freedom of the press'?

Freedon of meetings. Of course, for the rich. They have the halls and the leisure

to meet, thev have the bourgeois apvaratus to protect their meotinzs, But the workers
have none of these. And if they resolve to mcet and dofend themselves, they are faced

with military power, with tear gas bombs and bullets.

Of the few democratic rights the workers voscess, such as ths right to organisa, to
strike and fom trade unions, they were not granted by the bourgsoisie buil acquired in

the struggle by the workers themselves.

As for eQuelity, the second pillar of bourgeois democracy , the lie is so outragaouse
ly clear that it hardly needs explanation. They spoke of equality for all citizens withe
out distinction of sex, race, religion or ngtional itye But where is it, except as the
great French vriter, Anatole France, e6Xpresses it in the ironical romark:

WTho law in its mejestical equality forbids the rich as well as the poor to.
slecp under bridges, to beg in the streets and to steal bread"

What a majestio squalityt The millionaire end the pauper, the capitalist and the labour=
er, the lendowner and the jandless serf. Jhat a contrest between their pompous phrases
and the ugly reality of the law, the insquality of women, their inferiority in marriage,
the divorce lows, the burden of the illegimate child, etce.

The usual retort of the bourgeois used 1o be that the socialist wanted to make all
men elike. Marx and Engels laughed at this gilly imputation. They said:

"Bquality is an empty phrase if under equality is not uno}erstood the destroying
of classes in society. We want to destroy clasgses and in this respect we are .for
equalitv. But to pretend that we want to make all people qual to each other 18 &
gilly inveantion of an intellectual who twists words and empties them of meaning".

Without destroying classes 1D society, without destroying cap it:ia.lism, there can be no
freedom or equality, social or political, but only a sham equality of possessor and dis-

possessed, of satiated and hungry, of exploiter and exploited.

It requires all the cyniclsm of robbers to speak of "the decision by the majority"

in a bourgeois state. As Marx called it: the right every few years 1o record which set

of exploiters shall rule and oppress them. Tne reelity behind this hollow phrase }g the

power of capitel, the power of those who put up a candidate and support him with the _
with bribes, with throats agsinst the workers'

whole machinery of the press and wireless, ‘ __ | e , _ ,
candidate, who has no means of counteracting such power. If he does heve a meeting the
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police will see to it that M"order is restored",
30 much for “decision by thc majority"e

that is, that the meoting 1s broken up.

So lonz as propervy, that is, the means
any kind of daiocracy is only a
The workers and the oppressed must choose between bour-

not, as the traitors to Marxism, the 5talinists, main-
The ruling clasaes tolerated the concealed

Any Marxisv worthy of the name knows thiss
of production, remains in the nands of the capitalists,
concealed bourgeois dictatorshipe.
geois .and prolotarien dictatorsnip,
tain, between Fascism and bourgeoils d@noc racy e
form of dictatorship with 1ts limited rights only so long as it was no dangsr to tneri; but
crisis threatens to arise it 1s replaced by open, brutel, terroristic class-

as soon &s &
dictatorship. This is_what w;;}hﬁgkﬁvp}gpg_ip“p;mppj§m9r¢ﬁwo. This 4111 be_the_ end of
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bourgeois democ¢racy .
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When the marxist, or revolutionary party , realises these
ponding action from him. The 1ife of & Reformist party begins and ends with bourgeois
democracy, with lezalism and constitutional methods. But the life of @ revolutionary par-

tion of the "permmit granted by the bourgeoisie'". The re-

ty does not end with the explra

volutionary porty which fights for the onpressed and exploited and represents the inter-

osts of the majority of mankind, must live. It cannot stumble over the hurdle imposed by
speech,

the bourgeoisic and called -- law. They ¢an proclaim laws taking avwéy "Free"
"free" press, etc., but they cannot talre awey the right of the majority to fight for their
liberty. If this fight caanot go ox openly it must find other wayse It musi go on and

it will go on. The eamtocracy of the Russian Tzar drove the Russian novenent underground,

only to hasten its inevitable fulfilment. 9o it is today. The revslutionary movenent |

"'} . (19 k] v . - e, L
will continue in illegality wita more energy and determina cloils

XaXok Xek XX
ijhen we turn now «from the general anelysis of uns period of bourceolis democracy to
South African democracy, it ig 11%s arguing that nothing 1s nothinze For if it 1s poss-
ible to argue about ths shado#®nf denocracy ia Britain and Frence, whot can oe gazd for
the democracy of Souul Africa. -- a slave State! Necd we tell our Bontw readers what
south African deaocracy 15?7 Need we toll them that they, who form the majority of the
population, are deprived of eil political, economic anc. educational rigints? Perhaps they
do not reelise it, being s completely oppressed? FPernaps 1ife is so hard for them that

they have no time %0 stop and thirk about A5t

south African denocracy has draw en inercdicable line between ~gster and servant,
placing the servant outside any law rolative to the master. It hes deprived the Bantu orf
ovenent; he cannot go where hs likes, he must not seitle in the towns or
to build a house. He must remain in his enclosure, in the places reservec
st carry & pass with nin, gping;just whers his master permitse He cannot
i o free market; in the towns, in industry and in the mines, hs nay stay
Ltract allows him or the master neods his services. If not, he 1s
repatriated back 10 the Reserves, to develop "on his own lines". South African.demOGracy
deprived him oI sconomic rigits: he may not own property in a vown, he may not be a men- |
ber of any liberal pro fession, not & lavyer, not a doctor, not an attorney, nor a clark, . é\

nor an artisan, nor & skilled tradesmaii. He can only be an unskilled labourer, on the
.. the nines or industry; he ceén only be a servant, & hewer of wood or & drawer of

any freedom of
buy land there
for him; he nu
sell his labour
only so long &as his c9

land, 1in 110
water. He must be educated according to his station in life; hs must uot receive educa-
n es dangerous ideas about“freedom and eGuaiilty, but

tion which would Go hi harm, suca &S
only what 18 suitable for & slave 10 learns
trade unions; he may not handle machinery oOr

ed forceso

He cannot be an apprentice eitker, or forme |
toolg. And he is not admiited info ths ame '

in the same way with the Coloured end the |

emocracy is dealing
the land, the power, tie lawe

Now South African d
white rulers =-

Indians; for iv is reserved for the

The revolutionary qovenant in South Africe ig weakest perhaps of both hemispheres,
not only numerically but algo in proportion to its populetione Tt has nover been & dan- |
ger to the rulers. The Natives and tie Goloured have always been 100 oppressed and ig-
norant of thelr onpression ©0O accepl a revolutionary docorings At the same tilme the
white workers vore too far up on the economic ladder and too deep in the mire ?f colour
prejudices and colour bars fostered by the ruling classes, 1O accept & revolutlonary
movement that fights for the most onpressed and emploited‘pGOple. Vet the rulers have
been afraid of shis small movement because of ity potentialities. The Riotous Assemblles
Act, and others, which were sntendcd to reduce the so-called fre?dom of asganbly end oif
sp eech to nothing, could not stop the Bentu eventually finding his vay to the movewent.
The decisive tum 1 Native policy, vhe a0y slavery &ctis, were bound o lead to @n awek-

to national and class conscilousness and to the

ening of the rreat sleeplng Bantu Mosses
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e it sppression. THe AEW sagregalion policy has hat the stme ef fect oy

poul dontion 80 CUUT eured; the rulers have theuselves created and ripened the conditien,

o zﬁ:?mfw § Nass-§ e ean United Front. Juch & Unitesd Front couid put U‘?C POTOLEL Lon-
- .:wmmt o » new and higher plene by bresk ing all soiour barricrs among the non-Buro-
gy movemenl o Letysan 1he Duropesn werkers and the non-Ruropesns. it is & prospect o

ol i fowrs THey Ars realisils esough % be swurs 5 Lhs changs: the
Lt bitter feslings of

maﬁiug pf ths reul Bante BRES, the open halred of '-th v’?.’ﬁ.wf ?%f ) DS fosl
ihe Iudians. Tustesd o0 Sheet ful nmeifestations of loyaily W xw% 8 ,ﬂ‘.g ’f'm‘i L pond
sinilar seshaions by Lhe BARTY MASHOS 25 yours age, instend of findin; the indians and the
apipured Wiiling 0 fom lsbour baliiions, the ruling ciasses are wot with hostile sil-
escs 8¢ hreats Lo Lhe preseni war orisis. Today, instesd i @ erowd of 10,000 Coloured

silily defendin 1w Todos Jesk, it is & srowd denanc ing Umeir rigitss

“ee antar of Lthe rulsre Ls everyvhere Lthe sanse ~~ NOTe oypressisn, more fascist
igees Aol Bertaeg is rendy, Yhis i e with thres new bllis, against {he press, Egningt

prgmeiogtiong end preingt Ltearhers.... Ths object of ali Lhres of than 1s %0 iafiist a
desdily bivw t9 the reviiulionery movenssi.

it does mot reguire very muck wd oretand ing of u copitalint gicte ard the part that
tiw Press playy is 1ils servies % realise that the bill is sisced, not againet iiw Fress,
Pul sgsinst & Yory seasll sestion of it, the Revoiutionary gress. There Wrs soe guﬂw
jege ix certals guertsrs sboul the possibie repercussions of such & pross=iaw on Lhe newe-
papers ish 46 ool suppert thet seciien of the ruling cluss at preseat in power. (A8
pi@hing ls pemanent, Uhe wnity betwesn ‘he nine sagnates st Lhe imdemeors =-= tb Unit~
of Party == way sowe 68y bresk wp, 0 that those now in power uay fore the “opposition”
ere were Goucts, thes, e 1o shether tis bLllL s intended ts stultily eriticism of the
“opposi thon®, ot sswe fururs Sate. They are unfowsed. The Priacc Lasister @ickly gave
the “Houss® mi Lw "Press” the assurmics that 1% s st alsed against asy part of the
Fress belon Ans Lo 1% muling slass. Me prouisel the sembers of Perlisuemt & pieasest
time whex Shey pess U BALI. T ing is¢ obv.o ere Wil 56 no party- olitical
blokering thel s much @olis the of "owr® Parlitses ti
There 8 np Tundswm il G17Terence | ‘

Bol ons §)uess - | taportant question.
| 2 Pb 2L L | B 2 sntenm i
or oppregsion of the K
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Fihe new conditd #, 1o publish artisies that will not be offensive 5 the ruling classes
" oor Lo meke oF) iirin isdirest, with some such dispulse e Assop wsed ia his fables. The
pther Blilemalive 18 o close the "Spark®, Otherwise it would have to learn the art of
all the Relsrm umn. the kind of innscuous, wild sriticism that is sore an approval than &
raprosshs. 11 wuld heve W print articles on the valus of teups rance for the national
hetlih or the Lo srimmce of sport or the danger of veld fires to our soil, end similar
vegetle rian and o anitorien trivialitiss. The language of Aesop's fables is useless under
Bouth African eenditione; 4f the meaning L9 clear 0 the Bantu readers it will be alwe
clsar te e ruldre ond ney therefore lesd Yo prosecution. If it doss not, it is & sure
sign Uhst the moaning, is e rouy lost. Thus the first allernative points either to be-
trayal of sveryihi Lwt the ®"Spark™ stands for, or the dragging on of sn impotent exise
tente., hoire tha four years of the *S.ark” have given the readers a suifleliently clear
anewer Lo this choice of setion. Only the olther remaine; to ceass publication rather tma

bl & Lhe Ll T

The yositi-n L clear. From one side comes the war dengsr, to be foliowed ilsmediate-
Iy by mertial law, oo the ciher side the Press lav makes the existence of a revolutionary
srgmr iike the "0 _r:* impossible as & legal psper. It will have % P the way of the
revolulloniry proess i Tearist Russia 5 years ago, in Foscist Italy, i Germasmy, in Aus-
tris, in Crechogl ovakic, in Spain, in smi-fascist Poland , Roumcnis, Japan, is the Baltic
countries, in Lo D lkane, in Letin-Aserics of today. The pericd of lec2l existencs with~
in bourgecis domweracy is overs h mew era and mew conditions requirs cltogether differ-
ot methods -1 ~iru ls. We must learn frou the Russisn revolutioncry sovement, frou the
“und mrorourd® move. nt, thelr methods and vieir couwrage.

Neturalle reaction does not stop @t the Press law, although ths mcin &ttack is dir-
ected againet 1he voice of the movenert:. The ui.l of the three bills is calculated to
the wovement iteslf. It me y for m ”ﬂi.tm ul

soeieties 1o rogimsier |

mission or refuse it. mltut‘ﬂf.mﬂ'.“.".
existence o, cirouiating llbl"lf“’, w.; L2
ciea. But there is & much more

tretion of the newe and address of ql

be & b.ow & minst

U e
If twently yohrs ago ® L7 ﬁ A social-daocratic orpmisatica was considersd

vite rew) sctable, and mﬂm Athou 3’ 1 y or, A . o today. _ -'i’
o ectable and hariless as wrer, but Sebedy 4 willingly expose himself after the les-
sons of the fale of the Bocimis _,,.\. ats in

Afrioss Lebour Party ia & o tary

w & Fascist law which tq selves
14 onary orgenisatisa will , ‘-:
e expect L1 to 49 99,

We have Ilm
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MbEit to the eneuy. . ® other remains; to cease publication rather tmen

The position 1s clear. Pron Onie sile comes the war den s | . e
P 0 BRrttal Laee o r dengsr, to b
ii;i ﬁ;:iﬁ‘ga.f:, 0;'7“1.?3@ other side the Press lav nekes the f‘n;tue:o??:::ltzm.‘
o By gl :. .r-f. impossible as & legal paper. It will have %o ® the way of the
e ” ?x:}”':)r;g:&“;' Tsarist Russia 50 Jears ago, in F.scist Italy, is Germeny, in Aus-
ccun{ria.( in V': Bt il - ‘”‘“' in seui-fascist Poland, Roumenia, Japan, in the Bal tic
3~ hcurgﬂ:ig Pt . ‘:%‘?.’ ‘n Letin-haerios of today, Dhe period of lez2l existence with-
mt methote of riruile. We mest laars fied the Miebien riettensy ooy Ciiter
“und orground” movo.:nt, their metheds w’tf-u.em:: revolutioncry zovement, frou the

. Noturally reaction does not stop at the Prese law, olt & |
ect ed :‘gﬂimt'f.,.r voice of the movemert. The socond Of.tam :317':: ::.lt::thi;dd:ro-
°® & Siow against the movement itsslf. It mekes 4t obligtory for all orgenisstions snd
socisties to rcglster with the msthorities; Govemuent vill have the right to grant ber
misaion or refuse it. This in iteelf would not be so alamsing. It would not ::in::”m
exisience o. circulating libraries, for icstasce, or susieal or litorery or drﬂtﬁ ir-
tration of the naue and address o T s T T the regis
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sons of the fale of the Social-dsmoora
African Lebour Party is a parlismentery party serving
W s Fascist law which they theasel rem | I'
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W expect it to do »0.
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func tions of the capitalist press is to deceive the masses ag tgo g §§

One of the maln A . |
~ T R - . - b= e l W lC 1 o
the.cause 01 thelir mlsery , to set up & anoke=-screen n the rullng class Can pup.

sue its policy of piling up profits at the expense of its vic?ims. [lowhere is this func-

tion of the proess more clearly demonstrated than in its handling of the poor white pro-

blems To.8& L&rxisv this problem is not ossentially different from the problem of eny ‘m:t;
other section of the oppressed masses, ond it can be solved in the same way, that 1s, Dy

the overthrow o1l capitalism and the establishment of socialist economy. But for the boure
xeoisie the Marxist solution means the end of their domination, thelr power and thelr.

;ealth, and it is therefore in their interests to hide the real neture of the causes of

poor whitism, i1 order to divert their victims from the only course of action that will

1ift them out of the mire, that is, & revolutionary struggle in conjunction with all the

other oppresseds

the Cape Argus (15/5/39) does good ser-

In a leading article entitled "Dependence"
t none the less nonsen-

vice to the bourgeoisie by once more putting forward plausible, bu
sical, explanations of the distress of the poor whitese.

WThe material causes of the poor white problem", the article begins, "have been

largely removed by the Government's labour policy, its land settlement and relief
works. The moral causes remain. And these in their nature &re the most difficult
to combat. A new line of approach has been found through the Youth Movement of the
Department of Lebour. Since the publication of the Cammegie report, if not earlier,
it has been recognised that the poor white 1s handicapped not merely by lack of edu-
cation and vocation qualifications, but also by & psychologicel aversion to menuel
labour -- an aversion which springs not from laziness but irom an inborn belief 1in
the indignity of lebour. Until this 1s corrected, State services, dirscted to the
relief of the poor white, are likely to effect more heym than goode. This, broadly,

was the theme of an eddress given oy Mre. 5. D. Mentz, organiser of the Youth hiove- ?
ment , to 500 teachers, officials and children in the Transvaal'. '4

Let us exanine first the claim thet the material ceauses of poor whitism have been
removed by thc covernment'is labour policy. This policy alms at recruiting otnerwise un-
employeble whites for unskilled labour in public works such as the building of national

roads, at wajes that are only slig
kers. That is to say, people Wwho previously had no regular source of income are now en-

abled to earn the princely sum of 4/- per day. And the Argus has the colossal impudence &

this as the removal of the metericl causes of the poor white problem% Are

to describe
the poor whites who accept the government' s terms going to enjoy the benefits of modern

civilisation? Will they be able to build comforteble houses, buy adoquate clothes, 1o

say nothing of wireless sets, refrigerators or motor cars? Will they be able to take

their families away for am ennual holidey? Will they even be able to buy enough food %o
It is not necessary to answer these ques-

keep themselvas &na their femilies in heal thf
tions. The governuend's " solution" is no solution at all, for it leaves the poor whit es
in abject poverty. NO solution car be considered adequate unleess 1t brings within the

reach of the poor whites all the met eriel benefits that are now enjoyed by & minority of
the population. And such & solution is impossible as lecng as the capitalist class re--

meing in controle.

~e5 offered to the poor whites under the government scheme were

But even if the wag
doubled or trebled, it woulc still be incorrect to say that the scheme has removed the
material causes of the poor white problem. Even if the Malanites could persuade the gov-

ernment to incroasc unskilled wages from £5. a month to £12. (debate in House of Assem-

bly, 26/5/39), the problem would ptill remain. For we can be absolutely certain that the
uld never conssnt to empioying all the able-bodied poor whites at

Department of Laoour wo

such & rete as long as there are coloured workers who can be hired at'3/- a day. The

guiding principle of copitelism is to emassS PIV fits at the expense of those who have

nothing but their capacity for labour. It is therefore unthinkable that a capitalist

government should voluntarily dispel the povertyy of even & small section of the working

class. The only thing that can compel the capitalists to pay & living wage is the im-
In the case of

possibility of obtuining the lebour they requirc at a starvation wage.
arises from the scarcity of men who have the necessary

skilled workers this impcssibility ‘
qualifications. Dut in the c&se >f unskilled workers this natural compulsion does not
e be applied by the workers themsel vese How can this

exigt, and the force must therefor _
force be appliecd? Only Dy collective action of the workers organised in nation-wide
trede unions. As long as the unskilled workers are unorganised, tic DOsses can bargain

with them individuelly end forcs them to eccept starvation wages.
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i .No?'let “. s8e2 how the poor whites stand in this respect. They have no union, and
¢ even 1f they had oue it would be of little use to them, because thevduould st ill ha;e to
meet the cgmpetition 0f the non-European workers. A union whosexnd%bership wag confined
to poor whites would be viorse than useless. Tt could not compel the bosses to employ its
members &s long as there were unorgenised coloured workers who werc prepared to accept
sma%lgr Wages. hnd even if the coloured workers were organised in a separate union the
position would be no better, for in that case the struggle for better conditions of em-
plpyment would degenerate into a war between the two unions, each trying to undersell the
other. Such 2 union would merely constitute an additional burden ondthe backs of the
yorkerg. But ?f all the unskilled workers, white end coloured togethor, were organised
Bt single union, then it might be possible %o compel the bosses to nav a living wege to
all of then. o 3

However, it is in the interests of the bosses to prevent théc Luropeen and non-Euro-
p ean workers from uniting in e common struggle against capitalism, cnd a great deal of
their proI‘Jaganda ls therefore directed towards fostering a belief in the poor whites that
they are n overy respect superior to the non-Europeans, that it is degrading for them to
aSSOC}ate in eny way with coloured or Bantu workers. 8o that when the governuent declares
Fhat 1t 1s deenly concerned about the plight of the poor whites, this must be interpreted
in the light of the class interests of the bourgeoisie. ts purpose is not to initiate
any real effort to lift the poor whites out of the mire (if it were, something would have
been.done long ago), but to keep tlhe gulf between the European and non-European workers
s wide as possible, and at the same time to prepare ths vway for the introduction of
full-blown fascisa in Souch Africa. We shall return later to this seocond point.

Let us turn now Lo the so-called moral causes of the poor whitc problem. These in-
clude what thc Arcus calls "a psycanolo ical eversion to manual lcebour == &an aversioa
which springs not from laziness but from aan inborn belict in the indigaity of lebour'.
This surely 1s one of the most nonsensical utterances ever mede in th> cepitalist press,
or cny other presse The idea that a whole class of peopie camii be bom with a belief in
the indignity of labour, or any other belief for that retter, is so zaatastic that it
hardly seems necessary to refute it. It is quite possible that ¢ertain individuals may
be born with constitutional defects that cause them to shrink rfrom any sort of lsbour,
but such individuals are not confined to any one social class but are distributed over
the entire population. It is a scientifically established fact that the biological in-
heritance of one class or réce 1is not in any imporvant respect difrerent from tiat of eny
other class or races aAnd therefore the aversion of the poor whites to manuzl labour is
not inborn but is a product of their training end sociel environment., It is, in fact, a
direct result of the imperialist policy of making distinc tions of class correspond as

closely as possible with distinctions of colour anda race.

In Europcan countries, where the social classes all belong to the same race and
speak the same language, the character of the class war cannot be easily disguised by ir-
relevant distinctions, but in colonial countries it is comparatively sasy to justify the
war waged by the capitalist class against the working class on the ground that the work-
ing class is dram fron a different and "inferior" race. This policy worked well enough
as long as cepivallsm was expanding, as long as it was possible to pretend that all the
members of the "superior" race were also members of the ruling class. But capitalism is
now on the declines It can no longsr afford to keep a large ermy of Eurcpeans in idle
luxury for the sole purpose of maintainiag the fiction that the social aistinctions in
south Africa are not class distinctions but are based on the diffe?cnces betwe§n finfer~
ior" end "superior" races. In other words, the whites wpo have failed to remain in the
ruling class must 10w maintain themselves by selling&tyelr }abour powere. 3ut they cannot
do that without entering the lebour market in competition with the non-Europeans whem
hithorto been taught to regard es the "natural® labourers. 30 when they.embgr-
pressing an aversion for manuel labour, they are not proving

he indignity of labour, but are merely repeating the
answers that are no longer

they have

ress the government Dy ex :
that they have an inborn belief in %
answers they woere taught to give in more prosperous times,

palatable to the bourgeoisie.

. . X °' : , ha[n an =
i : ' ts going to do in thsse circumstances? To ignore t
Wist ars the SApAdAReEER R they would recognise the community of

1d be dangerous, for sooner Or later . '
:ﬁ::iyiszzrests wit&ithos; of the Bantu and the coloured. Pirow has found a "better"

' ' o certainly has not neglected the poat-yar.history of Eur?pe, and
Eyp::t::3§:rtgx leigned a gre‘zt deal from HitI.L“ez: and liussoiini. He sz.;: hg: in IE&Llyl !
and Germany the fascist parties were able to 9tlllae‘the discontent of e gmpenkproe
tariat" (litsrelly, the ragged workers, that is, casual labour?rs, unio‘r"ga.nlge wo;: :;a,
unamployed, etce., or those who in this cguntry are called;ﬂwontqmorka~) and enro 1{“m
in the faescist hordes. In the absence of & clear revolutionary lead from the socialist

and communist parties, those people readily swallowed the empty prouises of Hitler and
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the organisations of Y

b

s - 2l 'LO SmaSh . oy
tiop it W cap italist system thst h&f

and joined the troops whose func the very

o reoi £ :
th-raizlglmofascist dictators by foming Specim
g 1id not succeed very well, partly
the proletariat, but mainly
had tried to obscure

whites to do g

Mussolini,
workers, and secure for a Tew more years

brought them to misery. Pirow tried to enuist 2
service Battalions for the:poor whites, but his SQh@ﬁ s
because there was no inmediate need. for violence in hendlillg b
because of the smoke-scréon of raé¢e difiersnces wi th Wﬁlcb Cﬁplf.the g
the class structure of society. It was benasath the "dl gnlt}‘l > |
wkaffir" work, and thoy had ' therefore no uso ior the battallons. -
+ |

And now the Youth Movement of thé Department of Labgur comes U0 tb: r:scgzéuaiflzgf
older poor whites caanot be induced to give up thelr dherléh?d Supeflérl y of oD Al ke
our, the discontent of the youthfcan“ba harnessed to the Sln?Ster p?rgpseg liﬁed before ’
as it was in Itely and Germany. - These young men will be trained and - %S§l$3 : the War
they have hed time to ac quire the miséreble habilts of their fathers. And wiet '
forces the capitallsts to intengl fv. their attacks on the working cléss, th§ youn g pao?
whites will sapply all the crimihaisJahd murderers that &arse needeqq Suc@'ls the dgsflni-
that rotting capitalisn is' preparing for the  people wihose misery is causing so mucfi "GO
cern" to the ruling class., oy S | | |

There is one alternative, and no other. The workers, whether they are black, white
or coloured, whether they belong te the "aristocracy" of labour or to the “lu@pen-prolir-
teriat", must reslise the identity of their interests, and unite 1in a revolutlona?y .
struggle against their common enemy -- the bourgeoisie, Only in the coming socialist
society will the problems of all the oppressed be solved. But  that soclety will th c ome
into being by itself. Itimust be fought for, and by all the workers united in a single

proletarian armye.

UXXAXXXKXXK K XXX XXX AX XKL XXX XXX

TRADE 'UNION ' LEADERS _ -~ _ SERVANTS OF CAPTITALIA

The trade union movement il this country is dominated end controlled by a bur eau-
cracy whose redctionary role can hdrdly be surpassed by any in the world. The comparat-
ively. few organised workers, led blindly by the bureaucracy, live in abysmal ignorance of
what part thoy should and could play in the struggle to liberate -themselves from the yoke
of capitel. The aiployers and the Government can rest agsured that they have worthy
guardians of their intereste, in the lebour leaders. Kor these gertlemen are stealthily
bringing the workers movement on to e safe plane, seafe both for themselves and for the
ruling class. Thoy are doing &all they can to minimise industrisl strife and eny disputes
thaet are likely ©to bring to light the sharp.contradictions and entagonisn between the em-
ployers and the Governmeni on the one hend ; and the workers on the otler hend. They are

seeking to blur the class.differences by effecting a system of p'ea.c‘sful "so=-pperation"
through industriel councils. Thelr finel objective is to divert the struggle of the wor-
't then, and offering thewm as lambs for

kerg by killing any militency  that mey exist amongs

slaughter on the altar of. class collaboration.

The bureaucrats of the tradé uaion movement have consistently preached the need for
co-operation between the employers and the employees, showing th?_‘fbmefits" gained by \
guch co-operation. 'They.have'uti.l.ised‘;_-,;.the.,:p,rovis:'g..onfs of ‘the Industrial Concilistion Act
and formed unions and industrial councils g and, entered into agreements with the employers
to fix minimun weres for variows industries &rd occupations over defiiied periods, a year,

They do this work not so muclht for the sake of

two or three years, &s the case may be. ’ | work not s |
the workers as for their ow. They are mortally afraid of lpsing their joos, which de-
pend upon indusgtrial pesce. They.can el ways persuade the employers to pay & penny Or so

more, and the latter. will-do 1%, whero possibla, rather than risk the pogsibility of in-
dustrial strife. llhere the employers do not want to pay more, they find other ways of
getting out of it. They, with the help of the trade union burcaucrats, drive a wedge
between the workors and ‘divide them into antagonistic cemps fighting amongst themselves

end thus weakening their own strength ngainst thelr oppressors.

‘The Govermient introduced the "White Labour Policy™ which wes openly aecepted in
the North, i.e., by she Trades and Labour Council. In the Cape, the Cape Federation of
Lebour Unions are opposed only :in words, though thecy are loudly shouving to this day
that they will havc no discrimination based on colour in thelr unilons. That sounds very
well, but it is uncer these fine words that they cover their pernicious deeds. They use
these very fine words to break'the wiity ol the working class; to stop the formation of
National unions. While our lesders in the Cape Federation of Labour Unions condemn dis=

criminetion ageinst N 011 -EUr0 peans , thsy ‘&@.Q,.ept-- and enco age: it in deedﬁ- To give one
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gBustration. In the last parliementery elections, the Cape Federation supported the can-
gmidature of Lre Emacrich who stood for the Labour Party. This meant that orgenised labour
¥ in the Cape, i.e., the bureaucracy of the Cape Federation of Labour Unions, which leads
organised labour by the nose, agrees with and supports the policy of the Labour. Party
whose corner stone 1is segregation. It 1s common knowledge that the infamous Native Bills,
wnich deprived the Bantu people of the last vestige of citizen rights, and reduced them
to the position of slavery, were acclaimed by the Labour Party. This is not all. This
year, Mr. van der 3org, a Labour Party man, showed openly that their segregation policy
was not only carried on egainst the Bantu but against the Coloured too. (Debate on the
Bill for electric wiremen.)

The bureaucr. ts of tle Cape Federation of Labour Uiions ana those of the Trades and
Labour Ccuncil are the sames Tney are equally reactionary with nothin; to choose between
the tw. Their methods of betrgyal may be different, but their objéctives and the results
are the sames The difierence in method :s due to the difference between the North and the
South in traditions and in the growth of industry. The Trades and Lebour Council grew up
in & reactionary atiiosphere where colour prejudice was rampant. So that from the begin-
ning the workers organised themselves according to colour. At the sanc time, there were
advenced workers, militants, some of whom had had European experience in trade unionism.
These forced the bureasucrats to adopt left phraseology in order to keep their positions.
Separate trade unions for White and Non-Europeans, and left phraseology for the White
unions,; was and is the policy carried on by the Trades end Labour Council.

The Cape Federation, emerging from a different background of conservatism, in which,
nevartheless, thers was room for a “liberal" attitude towards Nsosn-Euronscaas, adopted a
policy that borc the mark of its backgrowind. The complate lack of militency amongst the
organised workers made it unnscessary for the buresucracy to adopt leit phraseology, and
the predominancc of Non-Europeais employed in industries doing unshilled and some gk i1l ed
or semi~skilled, {orced the bureaucrats to organise &ll employees according to the type
of work they did aud irrespective of this colour. But they have n3vir gons out of their
way to organise the Natlive workers in those inoustries waicn: enploy predominately Native
labour. So we see that the ultimate aim end the policy of the two bureancracies is funda-
mentally the same. The only difference is in method. Both lead to treachery and betraysal,

to "Co-overation" with its employers. S

With the growth of industry in South Africa, uvne growth of monopolics and trusts
spreading throughout the Uiion, it becomes necessary to or canise trade unions on @ natiou=
sl scale - national Unions. Due to the backwardness of the working class in South Africa
and to ths weakaess of the left wing this attenpt to form such unions dia ‘n-o-t come from
the workers themselveses The buresucrats of the North, the most nicshiy industrially de-

veloped centre, took the initiative.

The crowth of industrial organisation (trusts and monopolies, etc.) forced them to
this step. Although their motives were reactionary, the step was @ projressive ons. It

selves feel the need for such & unity end f ight for it. This our burecaucrats would not
no knowing wiere they would stop. Who knows tuey may not follow the "iorric' line of
aucrats and secondly they are
ofraid of the empty leit phrasss used by thag.;' opponents in tine NOruile S0 that , the
unity agreement between the two bodies has been signed on paper, “4n reality f |
tempts at wrecking even the paper unity are being tantly made by the leaders. The
Cape Federation of Lebour Unions demends aat hue i #ESS BI% SF8HE - Mo ol Loy

would have been beiter of course to educate the masses of workers so that they would theme
do . for it would mean teaching the workers the correct methods of struggle, and there is
: y
The conscrvative bureaucracy of the Cepe would not hear of such & unity, be-
cause in the first place, it would mean deposing some bur
n: , 6 a e‘ r e,:‘w} gz ~’. g
tain principles including colour bers in theilr Unions.
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1’0 untenable and thus break the attempt at Unity. The bilg bOQst Of tie
that they are in disagreement with the Trades and L&ébour C.uncdl}
the question oI colour, and that they will not uaite with them until thf."c que_stion. ig
settled, is & lloce. They kno'w-that the bureaucracy in the North dare novu co'me out for
equality for all i1 the Trac s Uiz Lon Ia.iovement irrespective of race, c-o_loir (31* creed? 'be-.-
cause they are afraid of losing their positions. The spirit in the liorth 1is strongly in
favour of the policy of "no egallity between Black end White in state oY church®. ‘

delegates posi

Federation )} eadoers, on

The recent incident which took place in connection with the labour delegation to
Geneva must have opened the eyes of many people. In sccordance with the agreement arrived
at by the two bodies, it was the Federation's turmm to elect a delegzte and the Council had
to send 'an advigere. A great majority of the uniong affiliated to the Federation nominated
a Non-Buropeean vwho was finally elected by the General Council of the Federation, as the
official dalegatc to represent the working classes of the Un | ,
The Tred es and Lobour nominee as an adviser was a European. - Prior tO the Bastern confer=
ences in Kimberley, the Natilonal Joint Committee consisting of equal representatives of
both bodies, met to discuss the agenda for the Kimberley conference.

- When the ropresentat'ives' of the North learnt of the anomalous posiltion created by
the Geneva Delc cation whereby a white man was to go as an adviser to & Non-European, & |
Buropean filling at inferior position to that of the Non-European, they could not stomach
the _':'Ld._e‘a. They sanfc & recowmendation to the Federation Council that the nogsition of the
Representatives i Gen eva be reversed. The vhite men was to be tho delegat e and the Non-
European his zdviseres ook R o % | WO sl £

’Thls matter d id not concer: the N.J.J. It was outside i%s jurisdiction. Neverthe-
lesgs they agreed uhon it and broujht it 40 ‘the General Council of ths Federation.’ Somo of
the sp-called left wing of the Federation spoke strongly in favour of the recommendeation
of the N.J.C, and the result was that it wag edopted. Here the Federation itseli -conceded
on the colour issve but when iu Coaference at Kimberley it becems knowa thet the Govera- -
ment was oily allowing sie Delegate ana not the adviser to 70, they put the blame ‘on the
Trodes and Labour Council. They accusedl the Council of dilly-dellying wth the colour
issue and made that as an excuse to bring sbout an impesse, to make & raporochueny between:
the two bodics impossible. Whatever their protestetions be, the fact 1s that the leadser-
ship of the Capc Federation is as bad as, if not worse than, that of thic Trades and Labour

Council.’ Their nolicies are fundanentally the same even oa the colour (restlon. To: quote

one more illusiraticn =-- it will bs remembered that it is poliicy of the Goveramert not
to allow the Natives to be organised into Trade Unions on the same werms as the other wor-
kers. This princinlec is embodied in the Industrial Conciliation Act. The definition of .
the word employece iu that Act excludes & pass-bearing Nrtive. Now the Government is seok-
ing to introduce a law to bring the Netive Trade Unions under the dirsct control ol the
Native Affairs Departucit. This matter was dealt witn at the Federatios Conference at
Kimberley. 1hat conclusions did they come to? Don't gev @ shock. Tou would expect that
8 f the principla of "o diiferentiation on the ground of colour",

these great chammions o | |
would not even Ciscuss the meatter but would reject it holus bolug, because it introduced

segregation, into .the movement., _ .
not to put the Native Trade Unions under (he Native Affa‘.irs Department but that thev
should be put undor the supervision of & speciol committes composed of reprosentatives

from the Tréde Union Movemen®t and en equal numdor frem the: Government. Is this segroga-
tion not segre;stion bPecause it has been introduced by the Federation? Is it any better
than that passed by the Tradoes and Labour Council at the stme time and place, thet there
should be parellel uniovus for whites and blacks? b kg i

‘This is quite sufficiant to oxpose the reactiosary role cf the present loaGersnhip
of the labour movensnbe It is not naceseary to g on enumerating the treachsrous policy.
We may only add or emphasiss once wore that unity is not an accomplishoed fact despite the
agreement, and it will not be achlevec alorg the lines now followed. Tha tisk 5f an
honest left win~ iz to expose tirelessly tlhe lies of the nresent bureaucracies of both
sides, and. point out to the workers thet it is only by uniting that they will be able
sffectively to carry on their struggle, and that the tltiwate end is not the amiceble
settlement of dispuiaes with the employers end the Go vernme nt
but the liberation of Labour from the yoke of Capital. |

WORKERS OF AFRICA, Whatever g¢he colour of your skin may oe, INITE ia one astrong
Trade Union Movemnante .

ion of South Africa in Genevae -

But what did they"'d'éc ide on? Thet the Governuent be asked

througzh industricl counciis,:

&~
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SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN POLITICS =~ LATEST TURK

The govorniuent haa iy +h4 £

i (TR e Intzrgii lzqtbli sgss}Oh }ntroduceq the Asiatic Lend and Treding Bill. The

to peg the presont nosit{owj‘ln oy 201ng Lt, described it “as an interim measure designed

cid oF oo ASi&tiC*probl g }? Fhe 1Tansvaal and give the Government time to devise a solu-

goveraly 1imitad 1:_1 "hts.ot?nAli? 11.;3 wider agpects". This bill further curtails the already

iy winforal L ;11 i 31§§105 to r931§e an§ trade in the Transvaale. It is therefore

licencing, i%s 145 éﬁdrgéa.gntlfcolour lgglslatlon, with its restricitions of trade and

. e 0l T 114 lmmlgration restrictions, its White Lebour Policy, i i

ions of the envlovment nf : el Lan ol olicy, 1ts restrict
vLoyment of non-Europeans in skilled tredes, and so on and so forth .

One might have ex

the Trdden pooole pected that the onslaught of the ruling classes on the rights of

wuld have some effect on the parties and leaders of the Indians. But

nothing of this kind ,
S L1nd happened. As will be n 7 Wi :
. " S a 1 ) = 4 . :
than ever. een from the following, the muddle is greater

THE _SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CONGRESS

> T -
T —— - - - .- - WL D SN ST L S T W W -

The QUCS?iO:ls that the South African Indian Congress has always brought into promin-
o NSl questlons dealing with the trade and land rights of the Indians. Thé problem of
the 11V}n3 condltlions of the Indian labourers, the strug:ie of the Indien. peasents, if it
appeared at all in any menorandum or on the agenda for any meeting of Congress, was merely
dragged ia throu:l the back door, aend ever then the hardened old Congress bureaucrats
would heve nothin- to do with it.

Congress concecrns iteelf wholly with the troubles of the slim land-lords, the mer-
chants, and the oppressed petty bourgeoisie. It is essentially an organisation of these
groups. Its pro ramme bases itself on constitutionel reform and loyaity to the EBritish
Empire. Its methods of struggle have el ways been purely paseive. Lvery time the goveri-
mental machinery has manufactured @& nsw restriction, deputations havse come to the Weeping
Wall =~- +the Cooe Town Parliasment =-- and wailed for smeliorative measures. But since
the Weepins Wall remains immune to pleas and lementations, they turn despairing eyes to
Mother India. Mjie must definitely revise our policy of propaganda; we must let the world
know of our sufferings, and the cruel laws that have beem imposed on us and further ones
to which we mar still be subjecteds Such laws have been unduly harsh since Union. Ve
must fight thea tooth and nail; if necessity arlses, we must send cepable men to lay our
case b efore Indias, Lot the Congress of India bring pressure upon the Indian Government to
take a fim attitude on our behalf with 'the.South African Governmenit". (a lettsr writer
in "Indian Viers", and typical of tie line of the Congress.) The 'Indiun Viows" itsolf
wrhe influence of Indie must, as we have pointed ovt before, bs an ever increas-
Though we have a2lso_at times insisted on the necesgity oi our own concentration

writes:

ing onee _We hnave al
on the solution of our own problems, it might be just as wise to make some effort to
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strengthen the bonds between ourselves end Indie....™ TV
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But the peoole of India heve their owa troubles. Thenselv7es colornial slaves suifer-
ing under the yoke of British Imperialism, they arc powerless ic 1ntervene on behalf of
the Indians in South Africa, victims of the same British Imperialigme.

In February of this year, & deputation frow the South african Indien Congress valted
saford and submitted the usual memorandum. They were completely ignored. 8o

they sent their President, Swemi Bhawani Dayal Sannyasi, to India in order to lay their
case before the Indian people. A great public meeting wes held in April in Dolhi under

the auspices of the Indian Overseas Centrel Assoclatien, at which the Indian bourgeoisie

made the usucl frantic, but meaningless protests. The mectiny weas compoced of the leaders

of the Impcrial Indian Citizenghip Associatbion t he F.e_gieraté.on of Indicon Chambexja. o1 Com..
norce and Lndusiry, the Indian Chember of Gommerce, right wing membors, of.ie INCLen jec.
tionel Congross, end old imperialists who stre ssed "the importanco of negotia ﬁ.l..?.p..aj....nsl......n.x dip-
Tomeov.  Thero were vaguie murmurings of withdrawal of vhe Indiza Agenf':y in South hfrica
a5 & pfotest, but o1l that emerged from this was that a deputatior would vlalt the South

African governmen te

upon MI e Stu'u

Bl e e e -~

; : ~vnuent hes imperiou 1y.d-eclins‘d to receive it. Mre
Meanwhile the South Africen government hes lmpPeriousiy = i . g
stutteford said that Mhe is not prepaged to negotiate with a delegation, s his predeces-

- cor Dr. Malan had done on two occapions. He would speak to two or three representatives
Onlyt o8 oo " . '

| Blau LT WU R S Indic in South Africa
At the san S @ | sunan, Spaxding Emfﬁﬁﬁﬂl‘
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methods of stru;.ie, & d I‘elled on this *acmoeuvre to COUI‘u llben vhites 1n tth W, .{-,r ~ L

O

i t (¢

Tha Con “I‘uSSMe‘“ like all pottv-bourbeon,s Gandn]_]_sts, bellOVv that ti1e VlSltg 0f f“m()\ ; 5" ’ F

! 7 -

men, ana phllos ophlcul lectures delivered to universilty students ( 'om future Purlmme 5
tary rule r'.""') will change the hard hearts of the oppressorst Says

It is not ©ae
)

Wete "Ind Lan Opiniml“

"Le’c us hone thot the sweetness of his words will not have beeén we.stod on the desert &‘Lr
The intervicw he gave to the 'Netal Daily News' the other day forms & significant messapgy
to0 White Sou ib Africe... ILf 4% helps to ms‘ ire the ruling race to stay tholr handgs fror;
enac ting unjust ana unrighteous measures agalnst the voteless and voﬂceless of the conmun -
ity, Sir Redhalkrishnan's mission to South Africa has not been 1ii vain". (uUI“ll Tth) Rade
hakrishnan is not the first show-piece the Indian leaders have produced to “chenge the
hearts" of thic governaeit.

THE _TRAVSVAAL _INDIAN _CONGRESS

In tho Transvaal we witness the eclipse of Nana, faithful discinle of A.l.K&jee,

from the leadcershin of the Transveal Indian Con: cress, and the risc ol Dr. Dadooe And this
rise of Dadoo has been effected by the addition of one word to the posy pas give .® thods of
strugzle of the Indian people. That word is ™resistance". So th.t instead of hav ing just
passive methods, we have "passive resistance methods". For ¢id not Dacoo, tne "aocialist"
declare that "we must follow in the foo% steps of our leader lMahatnc Gand hi'y
"Pa.ssive resistance" is not & new msti~d of strucgle. Nor 1s 1t & greal chan from

the old tectlcs of the Indian petty=-bourgeois. Accordin to tus "Incian Views" (12 ’

"Any kind of threat is forsign to ite spirit. Thae Indians have no iatention of
pitting their streagth against tle Buropecns, and chellenging ticir autnority, in
this country. Iue.ekvxess, humility end self-sufiering rather thon truculence and de-
fiaace are the koynotes of Passive Resistance. All that the Inaicn l'essive Resist-
ers Gesire U0 do is to evoke the good in the European =-- +to arouse his conscience
and pitye Thore is danger that this motive may be .iismuderstood and that the Pass-

o J-

1ve Resistance campaign may be regarded as a malicious cttack 0. the Burop<an, more
subtle and vicious thaxn open violence'.

This worcd "Resistance", we repeat, in no way chauzes tho policy of Coiagress. It is
in line with the »ast methods of passivity, end is no new recipe for the soiution of the
problem of the whole of vhe Iudian people in South Africa. Moreover the field of "passive
resistance" ‘liaits 1tself to the minority secti.n of the Indian populuitisn cf South Africa
-=- 1ts most recctionary section -~ tho trading and slum land-iorc classt

The "Indian Views"™ has this to add, "that we will not rescrt {to such a step until
overy way of escape has been tried, every protest proved inefiectiveec.."

m.-.‘

We ca'rmo‘t cllow this statement to pass unchallenged. Dadoo accepted the positiun
of vice-chaimion of the Transvaal Indion Conyress last year _3_.3}__0_1;9,1" to rofom it, to

change the pett7-bourgeois character oi its politics, its 1nuecxsmvon.ess, its vo.clllatlon
end ite wholly sectarian Indian charactsr. Dadoo thought he could ch nge the poiitics of
the ultra-rooctioniry slum land-lords of the Trensvael and their allies the trel ers. How
can one concecive of such a thingt Changng an assocliation of glum loucd-lords and trcaders

into a revolutionary workers and peasants organisation'! This is either political naivate
or just 1gnorances |

Dad oo has coue out openly in support of the United Front movemont launched in Cape
Town in February, 1939, and on the sirength of that was elected o the Coimittee of the
Non-European United Front that met during April, 199 in Ceape Town. His first public act
after that was to call for a "FPassive Resis uance Struggle! for Indlans only, ana only

those Indians who owned property and traded'

Da.doo has succeeded 1in e’rxchangin'-' the old, weak dogmas of the Congrass for new doge
mag, just as weak and just as thorouzhly contanptlole. This movement would confina it-.
self to the " assive resistance" struggle of & minority section in South Africa, beczuee
the Indian worker and peasant, not to speak of the Bantu and Colourcd workers end peag-
excluded from ite This is not the first time that a "sociclist" has
fought for private property? Dadoo has successfully wrested frem Hane. the leadership of
the Transv-al Indiun petty-bourgecisie. The latter's fall was duse to the riging despera~
tion of the class ho led, a cless that was becoming increasingly cdiscoateateu with the
advice of 1ts "eader. "jait", said Nana, "until the govermnmeut's segrogation scheme bee

comes law, and then .si.qc,}@memgp.- line of action".

Manilel Gandhi, son of kahatma Gandhi, condemns the

ants, would be

&l Indien Congruss for




promlsing on
Jwill give & .negligible amount of gecy
{ Ccongress, as their mouthpiegco
dian will benefit thereby, ,

These recommendations, if i

. ; put into effect

L rerlfY_tO the land-owning section of the ¢ ommunity . |

. ﬁisp Paaeg to‘accept any crumb, although not one poor In=-
paper "Indlan Opinion" Menilal Gandhi writes:

"The Covc~ : :
Indda alvould i‘;izz ?i IYldla«a:- {or the sake of their owr hoiour and the honour of
spent ot the cogt v M" the Feetham Recomiendations over which 81x years have been
of £16,000 should nost be allowed to be watered Gowl s... Should

the responsible leaders of th ; f .
recoummaendations. .. they will fmiz“?gﬁ«;};;&'tig tofui\iz.t}tﬁ.any Mg St
Not g W o 1
the slu;riaiz?-lfgﬂzheﬁo?tfﬂ:dyal of.tho labouring massest Menilal Gendhi speaks here for
. hosiai Tlﬁ cnc merchants m a voice even more strideat for the privileges of
“The Tndiane hﬂ- R ’.c:.mes dec?.ared hls opposition to the Non-Zuropean United Front.
e ove sufflglent troubles of their own to cope with to be eble to meddle with
ose of others", he writes. (Indien Opinion, 19/5/39)

. é.nd":uha.t r.sha.ll we sav of the redoubteble leader of the Indians, President V.3.C,
1er! . P?.ssn.ve Resistance' is unconstitutional", he says, "end must not be resorted
to, for it vwill injure our cause"?

Fr'(?m Nana to Pather, from Kajee o Dedoo, we discern the same species, the followers
of Gandhi, the.:rotectors of private property, who can find no betisr vay of strugzgle than
U0 crawl on their bellies héfore British Imperigliam.

AND NATAL

The local Indien press carrieus & notice to the effect that tle Natal Indian Congress
is meeting on the 24th June in Durban "“to consider the formula of amal gumation of tas |
Natel Indiesn Conpgrezs and the Colonial Born end Settlers Association, and its reference |

to Mahatma Gandhi't.

To the South African Indien cormmunity thie news is both startling and puzz ing and
consequently forms the chief topic of conversation.. For nine solid vears these t wo bod-
ies have carriod on independent organisational exlstences and, presumably, as it was
thought at the time of the ecplit in 1930, indepencent _p_o_litica_g.w.e;@igj@ms_; Subsequent
events havc proved this supposition to be srroneous. | :

Albert Christopher, son of an ex-indaatured labourer, was the recogrised leader of
both the agricultural and industrial workers, and of the Netal Indicn peasantry. As such
he came within the fold of tha South African Indien Congress. He was Pr‘?’s‘id’ent of this
body at the time f tha split, which occured over the guestlon o f the 1930 Colonisation
Scheme. The liorld Economic Crisis had crecated a Serlous SJ.tuﬂtn.on for the South Africen
Indians, thousands oi wo rkers on the sugar plan tations and on the land beinc forced out
of employuant ond off the land. To m‘ee*t‘chi-s situa§§1~0n, B N i
onisation Scheme, to deport Wredundant" Iadians to countrie.
Sritish Cuiana, Wost Africa, stc., =- there to settle permarently
Congress officials sl gned this infemous document, by doing so cl
whet class of the Iadian community they owed all agi: nce. This open
the part of the S.A.L. C. officials left hm.s a er a
tain the leadership of the Indian pe&s and workers, nNut to brea
1y founded the Colonial Born and Settlers A
celled “the problen of the Indian me.sses."
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The step that Christopher took in 1930 v i s R
dian massgs", Why did he not carry that Ziepstliiiizcgurtherto--bzg giiplem gi tneflz;e
south African masses"? He led the Indian masses away from the corrupt Pee ﬁrot.?mdoql ;
land-lord class, but he led them not to the promised land of unity \‘d tllthrF:xtan ;ﬂc i = d
mn?kers and p§asants, but into the wilderness of Indian sectarianisﬁ.awd ?ﬂ 5 in 'oﬂouie
arianlsm an@ isolation have yielded NO RESULTS. Now, instead of taiin:~thzo &1Lon. oect-
wa.y ou? of isolation, he plunges back into the hopeless Indian swamp., Cbnf zn ytcirrec
his friends and well-wishars can find no other explanation for this exce tozhu:a-e y gven
perate effort to retain his leadership of the Indian massss he leads the£ " i '12 athes-
JuhoLeCs ; goading tham on Wiwh Ialay slogis OF ®Tndien Unity" and "referenic tlnmol te
Gandhi." How convenient the name of Gandhi becomes in rescuing Indian tt eb i -
leaders from a political impasse} petty-bourgeols

The Indian workers and peasants of South Africa h ]

. . . : ave learned the tragic lesson of
relying on Congress and its leadership. Their salvation lies not in the cfass that has
&lrgady bgtrayed them, but in unity with those who, like them, have nothing to lose but
their chains -- the Baentu, Coloured and White workers of South Africea.
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The Question Is No Longer, "Will There Be & New World Imperialist Ver?" but Merely, Ex-

actly When, and How, and with What Lineup, Will the War Start?" And Now that Ve Are to

Be Asked to Give Our Lives For Democracy, It Is Well to Understand What Millions Will Be
Dying For.

| B PR

. ———

When, on & mountainsice, prolonged action of the el ements, alternate thaws and
freezings, the beating of rains end flow of quiet springs, have loosened & great mass of

rocks and earth, a triviel, seemingly chence event - & tree uprooted by the wind or a
poised rock unbalanced by & twig -~ can start the avalanche which will devastate the valley.

That the avalanche will come, this the student of the mountainside will know. But no man
can predict with accuracy the exact moment of its descente. What we can know is that all
ma jor conditions are ot hend, that we await only the small "accident" which completes the

CAUu S8

with a social avelenche, with war oOr revolutions I+ is only within rough
limits that we can predict the precise date of the outbreak of a great war or revolutions
We can know that the ma jor conditions are all present, that a stage he.s been reached wvhan
asolusion of the problems directly facing society can be reached only through war or re-
volution; but the moment of the first battle will depend also on the “,ccident", on an
igsolated border clash, an scgassination, perhaps on the excited emotion of a neurotic

gstatesmane

So, also,

od that stage, reached it six months or even & year agos The
question is no longer, mjill there be a new world imperialist war?" but merely, "Exactly
when, and how, and with just what lineup, will the war start?" An appropriate order from

Benes oOr Sirovy might have begun the war in Septembere. Vhatever the wishes of Daladier
or Stalin or Chomberlein, it 1is not plausible that the battlefield could have been squeez =
ed within the Versailles-made borders of Cuzccioclovekia. September passed, but the world
soon understood that the peace of Munich was not salvation but another step toward the

infernoe

The world he.s Now ree.ch

WHAT MAKES VWORLD WARS

;tical boundaries 1o the world in apﬁroximate

correspondence G0 +he relative economic &n : ngth th@ g?eat’Powers ay.the
conclusion of the last wars Pious phrases and legal formelltles, siz.Lsta.nctlons emon g man-
dates and protectorates and colonies end dominions, should pot decelye uss Itdlsiéotgai-
able to the ending of e hard-fought strike: the agreement flnglly typed.out and 8 sn. '.a
ri1led with neat legal phraseology, often with fine verbal.trlbutes to 1ndu8§ri&1 hermony
ond the joys of collective bargaining; but the a‘eeme:n‘t | simPly recorus ;Bin 3:--15.8' . éwnmm,

what was decided by the direct test of stren gth in the struggle- .In 191 : Gmmyui |
Austrie werec sma.shed by superior ams, finances and econoric resourcess The provisions

of the Treaty surmed up what had elready nappened .
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sharper than in 1914, the cupboard emptier, the wolves howling more fiercely. There is
not erough to go round. The battle is for survival, against national death; and someone
must lose out. Already the altering of the Versailles balance has been plainly enou gh
recordeds Japan takes Lianchuria and moves into Chine; Italy, Ethiopla; Germany, Asutria
and -Czechoslovakia and lemel. Treaties, laws and moral ideals bow helplessly to the

death 'struggles of imperialism.

How pitiful an illusion thet the re-division of the world could be-accomplished by
negotiation, agreenent, discussion! What is at stake ig the 1ife of the imperialist powers.
Those that lose out now are wiped off the historical scene forever. Puppets and pawns -
Manchurias and Austrias end Ethiopias and Czechoslovekias =-- céan be forced to commit

suicide. But the masters will fight to the end.

The avalanche is ready. We live in its peth, waiting for the dislodged stone that
will send it hurlin; down on our heads.

WHAT DELAYS THE WAR!
- Why is it thet England did not go to war in September?! Why did England adopt the
line of appeasement =-- for it was England, of course, that was the major agent in shaping
the course that led to Munich. All of the popular explanations == that Chamberlain is
lacking in patriotism, that he is "trailtor to democracy", that there wore not enough Brit-

ish airplanes, that Lindbergh spread tales out of school =-- are superficiel.

| England did not go to war because the British ruling class fears the Wwar, because the
3ritish ruling cléss has everything to lose and nothing to win from the war. England 1is

caught in a trap: it is threatened almost equally by not fighting or by fightirg.

lism is not Hitler. He 1is & threat, & serious.

threet, true enough. But if it were only a question of Hitler, England would not have to
be afraide The resources in money, material and men upon which Englend, together with her

easily obtaingble allies, could count are enough to overwhelm Hitler.

nemy which the British rul ing class

"The main enemv of British imperia

But the main enemy is within, and it 1s that ©
ebove gll fears. The main enemy 1s the four-hundred-millioned masses of Indie, stirring
restlessly, the tens of millions of African Negroes, the Arsbian masses pounding at the
gates of British power in the Near East, the people of Eire sending their Valentine bombs
to the City, the peoples of the dominions who do not intend to fight forever for the Lon-
don banks, yes, and the English workers who, in spite of ‘the parliameniary traitors who

officially lead them have not yet permitted a conscription law.

senile tyrant that is left of the triumphant giant who con=-
quered the world ia the virile menhood of cepitelism, is breaking up from within. Chember=
lain understands what is happening. He knows that the yoke of the war dicteatorship is not
s'trong.' enough, once the casualty lists begin mounting, the work hours stretching out, the
bombs falling, the I ood growing scerce, to hold in leash those straining centrifugal forces
Yes, Indic has given us & few months or a year of peace, to the English workers and
the French workers ang. the workers of the United States. It has given us these precious
weeks before the war dictatorship, in which. we can still speak the truth publicly; time
for gsome hundreds Or thousaends or tens of thousands more to learn Wwhat the war means, to ,
prepare to meet it, to re solve to lead the way out of 1.t through t}:@- fove‘rth.ro.w of ‘l‘»
system of warse Philistines wonder, sometimes, what Ma.rxis‘bamm whe:  Shal - iR
cold, abstract pirases about ‘the alliance Dbe 'i.:waqn the class struggle of the wgiﬂm ro Sl CSE
the’ struggle of the coloniel pepples fof MAtAHS SIS is vhat they mean. It
is not that the hounded Indien peasant, fi.ghtg @egperaty for a ‘bwl_ of rice agaii
the whip of the British Rej and his native deputies, thinks sbout the American workers
not that the peasant has any conscious interest in the goel ol int
against the systen of imperialism from WA ch wars issue. And tl
starts, be the first aid in trensforming the v
volution. s Bfg gl Te
When we reflect on these
patriotism show itselft 1

The Empire, the 'gouf}',
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espised and sursed by the wrke
he worlid wou.
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vy Whom Lt hAs betrayed. But for the &roial Desesrets,
| » arn damon PALY towaris & cinanless sealelyy
i ak  wd sl B,
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14 be marching today wnder pr uur’}

LITRE POLAD (OR I3 XT AMMARIAY) %

BuJand will hove to fight. There ia ae other way. Sut the Aritish muling slase ;
still seeaks to delay, to put off the day whioh bagine 1he end o7 Lhe Britiab Impire. (e
berlain, pursui:_  ble Wriudue COUras, maies & “ne¥ turn” Ln conmectiion Wi Th the Lamianamt
cerigis over Jlmig end the Pelisk Coerridor. And at onte there (eliove & ROy e Taasit
for all the caluwmists and editerisd wrilers, adi ihe reforciobe an. Jicearslae, Tor the
whole croew which (hiake Lhal wWRrani sboul histery nanne co asntiin, on he jatestl piatits
udes which sre belched ont of the most pronianest Shiri lrente, Chasbarisin e & =ors e
traitor of Lusiche asluost, be i3 the OGalalmd=lender of Lhe worid batlie for dsmseraty.

Good old Heville, Lc hae leareed simce S.pilembar: Joublitss he has Ves resdlng the
muetion® asd Ui, L. seea™, 2erihpe sven Lie “"Jaldy Hrer. *haee Briiish Veklie Sehesi
sec, they bave the ri nt stafl Lo them aiter ali, when Lhe erisies é9 .98,

Shortoess o caory seens 10 be miher & #00lal Than & Payoheidies Silemmes. Les,
wowilling or unable Lo face Uhe wWrid Lhey Live ia, blot At Sut by jergeiling each yesisrs
day eand Teeding on iLhe fantasies of tomerrow. We no longer wish % reuesber the slers
Sritish indignatiz. once over Lamchuria. We have forgotisn Lhoss days of the senell one
canpaign and all ithe brave moral nothings over Elhiopis. TYes, w8 have thoroughly fergotien
those two deye juet before Mumioh when Chemberisin becsme for s evening the hers sves of
Heywood Brows, vhe. his riaging denuatistion of Hitier, his moving sumponse 10 Uhe 00N LENOS
of mankind drev all virtuswe hearts o his side. |

It is tihe sese Chemberlais wko speake today thal apoke at h.sich, A1 is Lhe saas
voice, the woice »f ihe Britieh ruling class, painfully sanosuvering ils wy throug e
imperial st rocks, tcking mow to windward, now o leeward, building + wmrd Lhe esoossion
sthen conseriptis: asd the wear dictatorship will meet no effeclive resi:ience, poe king e
nost favourable uouest for Lhe leusching of hostilitiss, testisg for ihe mosi persussive
norel lsouen. .

It is mot excluded that a war will break out over Polend; in genorsl, it ls ne longer
excluded thet wr will begis tosorrow. But it is sure smough Lhel Chauberisin Soemn’ 1
mat, dossn't iatend to heve & war Lhis monilh over Poland. Nis curremt "Stlop Ritler™
en easy prelude to still ssother Munioh.

R o

phrases are, for hia,
From both ihe nilitary and the MO:J points of view, Poisnd is nel propitivus.
Just what woulé the defence of ﬁ“&: from the silitary sspeci? The shrewd Lioyd
George unhderlined tie militery difficulty: i
> *If wor occurred toworrow we oould not send & single battlalion o Folses. Framce
could mot. She would be confronted with fortifications shick are iafinilely mors
formidable Ums the Hindenburg line which took us four yoars 1o break through wilh

casual tiss russing into millions.
ha ;o

But hat L9 going %o _ 48
slockads for which she is much better 'u’ud thai

ofried Line L: @n offensive strategy which all silitary
- s o ‘ wethod of sodern warfare, and wuld

costly and dangerous o
and I{diu froatiers. The British Fieet eould, p

’
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