e
M R e e — - -~ n
— o . . a
L —— CEWVATL R 1, S - e M e R R L o g o p— R S A, P I I —
o N e e e T el B e S PLET TA D & Ry T - Wi 7 I 0.
e g | m <" TR S TR Y SRR e a St » e e — e U A A | w—— £y O R e e S yera—
Y ) . ——— A P ¢ N T T b R R A . e P S IR T A i
t N S VNG Yy e TR I, L L A 18 T S R T P T e s e TE & L I A e o] "Nm‘~mwm
: ) e J | Z
P— e N "o i s B T o d o T U — AN T Rl SN A AT, S AN S0BTS¢ W et ol BY | S
[ S——— Vaan— ',“. BRI TT B W VI M 2 A W e TN S0 3 T 0 G e e 3 T A MamS v
[ — : . WA Rt T A A Ly P EPNCTRN BT AT 1T L LT Y et ) T TR
r—— Fr > M NN RIS I WAV CTVR I B ST N A BTN pil O AN ) 0 ETTWR R o e s B S R e . At AU Py W NS,
! l ‘,’ MRV TR e B W T R e W - pep—p— PP e —— 2
- - :h ~ o L= AR R el e o LN T T NAeSaSSN—— PRI A ——. LA | ey TN . e 2 4
e ‘ » L I I e . 7 I A ey t—— s et N
s
e ‘ ; @I N e I e | e el N RE S N ) & e
R N R
T ‘. : ) AR IR 5 T AP R RTINS PV 3T T N AN, T Po—— o
e ' " - l SLUATWINED W AL P MIARAYE L N LS. S e
fou » U L — T~ SR,
L e 2 . "q A VIS AENEI NG . (S W Dy TR APV SR P WAy wa T
“-*V t"‘, 2
L el "-, D I A R e [ ——
o :'[ 7 3 LR R e L 2 )
Ll ’!x‘ { ! B LB IO 1PNV D RATY
: - [ LEN" SF SN S P B 28 L LW
ol T ; ; | L' , P RRNT nl e ',,‘q
= : -
-~ enay 'J" .‘ n |>! 5 O VTR e 'J---V - 4
. .. -
Fow—— SPa LY o , P
B &y ot e > ’ o ’ ‘ ’
© an o N, '(Ny 'r' o j L"’Q .
e = . ' ‘}47 - ‘ i f I
[ i ] \ '’ ] § .} X
- . -y R v { of V
—— L o et 'J' y - { ) .-“”a f ;
. A “ 4
e PPN, AL, m b (“’ ' 3 j J pF . N ; ’ I
o ¢ o7 ) J »
L T . ’ 5 ; R l % pe -
- prer .way WY o0 ) y od v o r - s s ‘ -“ﬁnﬂ
o —— ¢ e TV Yy o ' 2
w r
TEROS TN R L LA AT Y Y g™ ~ ) Jvesd . > \ l' , f- " D e e I s e e
P— -”""“.""""'"m-‘\’:n."amu..-;-v_s ‘>, £ \ £
| — o v y ‘ - . s e g v —h,  S— L R
T AA ——aeD .. - = o - & *
A Ay T Al - - T Wwh "f ““ :: a ’ s
D wr PR e T -~ PSS R T T ] ol N *.“‘-”M
[N 3 WO B ew e ey T S - R0 S om oni't f 4 ) ‘J"". e PR R—
- veaw Lol B 2 ot R PSS pe—" > W AR LT S 8 vy = : J > 3 e e oy .
BB YT AP L) N S - - = v LSl ™ Sl DAL TS i ?' - o
L d o - D e T SRR SR, - ‘@ PRI W TR T ; ~— e ‘—-ﬂ.
W i T & ma e . -~ - v W) - 5
s e e B e R ] —ha Nt s j . o 1 o RS . -~ ——— . — A
v ~
- = L WO Mt M8 A FTT £ S Ty e W aw - Pp—— - WTTOS LD TN SR, - Ty e I‘ RIS L e o Ve ey - -— s
mren: TV DA L 0y . W, -y - - . Ak €T TR - ’ N — AN AP —— ‘.M ~-.—.-~
TSP =) . g —— -,.,,._.,‘:_ . = P :\‘\.::' A S . e <. vl AT = S 2t
» R Ao S - Rt R e ~omam—a o L Sp——
- - — A Gy " rew—
@ o W e e PRSI S-Sty S e e . R S ! -~ L2
s i T ——————— & S g ./P S T ST\ N WA P S B SR | fn ¥ G ol W ——— S rn ——— R o -
TR D TR WDl e | SR s & A Al T AR A AT, e RN BlPN  N PRAD W T BN N . — - provoRs A -
L R R T T . .
R et e e U P ONSRS—— pona o SIS WA TAANAY U RN AL N et ST RN OTEARCT MY I R W W e W e, S S TRt W A N
L e T i o e LT s P S L PP ———— . . . AR e Tt

O am— SVrE  ow W L . . .
- -owr ..ow;\. Wasas Wa 0wy ™~ % TR SN T W R W LW W T W o o L W St R I PO N W 4 P —

| CRGAN COF THE WORKERS® PARTY OF. SOUTH AFRICA _ R
Vol«. 5 No.-5 (50) | MAY 1939 Price 1d.

-y W Tt B PRSI AEEOED A P RN W ) W A W B~ . - -~ - o -

s . B N T — - . i
; PO TSGR SN ST e i e e i L o Sy —

Ik REFORMISTS IN CONFERENC CHE

The impending world war throws its dark shedow over all the activities of men. Vith
breathless attention neople fellew the nmoves and counter-moves of those who play with the
destiny, with the 1life and death of hundreds of millions in the convulsive struggle for
profits and for power to thoir respective imperislisms. News of the crises is all impor-
tant to the nerveus millions who have no gold to ship to the United States, who have no
stocks or shares, who have nothing to gain from the war, but everything to loses. But can
enyone, who still retaineg some human fesiling in these times of Fascism and wer, blame the
ignorant hundreds of millions whe take no interest in enything except their daily breed!

Can we bleme them for not realising that they could put a stop to crises &nd wars, and
N
L

that the wer today is due to the sum total of their inactivity?

In South Africe there ard meny orgenisations supposed to fight against wer and Fas~
cism end for the enlighionment of the oppressed people. But one looks in vain to these
organisations to improve ths letv ¢f the axploited. Not even a trace of change cen be de=
tected in their policy: in thig tw3lfth hour they have nothing to say to the people about
war, nor what they should do in ths even’ of war. They go on as if nothing were happen-
And if war comes they will coantinue with their old policy, provided they get the
opportunity. They do not realise that thess are the convulsions of a c'iying order; for
they believe in capitalism and will suppor®t 1t to the last. These ladies and gentlemen
will become the most ardent champions in the patriotic crusade for Kind and Country. The
Stalinist People®s Front, with theirvlie of‘Democracy versus.Fascism, opens for them
"ol orious" pogsibilities in this field. One of these "champions" has &lready become what

is virtually e recruiting agency for national service in time of war.

inge.

nonth many cf thess orgenisations held their ammual or extre-annual con-
| ‘ L&BOur Gouncil, the Cape Federation of Trades, The Trede Unions
nEﬁropeanS'United Front and the African Peoples Orgenisation.
However much the tone, language end subject -might differ in these debetes and resolutions,

they have all thc same underlying basls =-- Reermisg. .Anq what is the essence of re-
formism? Acceptance of the existing capitalistvlmperlallst&o?der as the netural order of

unconditional service to the ruling cless, coupled with a pious endeavour to
ppeals to the rulers.

During lagt
ferences: the Trades and
Unity Committee, the non

soclety, to
obtain reforms by persuasion and &
to deal extensively with these conferences, because all these organisa-
erable section of the workers in this country and

indirectly they impede the actions of the working
e & fight against reformism is a fight for

lie intend
tions put together influence aﬂconsid
mould their views and idecae, becauss
class in the coming war, ané finally beca:ks ; ag
enlightenment: sand the success cf the Revolution to come.
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The Trade Union conferences took place in Kimberley in a very strained Atias sphe re Q,ﬁ' ,f?o

and ended in an open breach betwesen the two Trade Union centres, the Tr.des und Labour
Council and t‘:n_e Ccpo Federation of Trudes. It wes not at all conccrmod vith the major
question of the coming world wer and the attitude that the workers must cdopt towards it,
No. The buregucr:.ts of the two reformist bodies were in complete accord on this point.
It was not even on the question of industriad versus craft Trcde Unioaisn thet they divi-
ded, or on the pending Industrial Conciliation Act amendments. It was on the question of
e delegation to ¥hg.yearly conference of the arch reformist International Labour Offie
with the League of Nations at Geneva, an' organisction formed and supported by the capital-
istse Yet this is beside the point. The complete story lying behind this open rupture
is known only to a few of the bureaucrats in the tw organisations. But the facts that
are revealed throw a sinister light on the whole affair. The Cape Federation was entit-
led this year to choose the delegate, and the Trades and Labour Council the adviger; the
latter elected lir.A.J.Downes before the Federation announced their elected nominee,
Mr.H.Abrahams. Now Mr.Abrahams is & non-European, and the chauvinistic circles of the
Trades and Labour Council raised & hue and cry against the "affrontery" to kir.Downes,
the "insult" to Evropean prestige. "...A European will have to serve as an adviger to a
non-Eiropeant" "...\yhite Trade Unionism would not tolerate such a thingt " e do not
kr'low what happened behind the scenes; but the pressure from "various" quarters was guffi-
cler}t to make the Faderation agree to appointing Mr.Downes as delegate and LMr.Abrahans as
adviser. The "prestige" of white Trade Unionism wes thus saved and peace restored. But
n°t_f?" longe At the time of the conferences in Kimberley the Government announced ite
decision that only a delegate should go to Geneve. e can imagine how the Federation
felt at th? exclusion of their nominee; faced with repercussions in their Unions, they de-
mended an immediatc joint protest to the Government. The reluctance and delay on the part
z}t; the Trades and Lobour Council to accept this demand directly caused the breach between
Sl e : .

It is possible that the Federation looked for a pretext to break their Unity agree-
qxent, which they did not like. We had already predicted this. But even if the Council
is correct in accusing the Federation of planning the whole affeir, its action from begin-
ning to end descrves the severest condemnation from every class-conscious worker as
chauvinistic and harmful to the interests of the working class. We do not know if the
conference of the I.L.0. in Geneva will take place; we take no interest in this capitel-
ist institution. And we are sure no benefits whatever will come to the workers by the
presence of Lir.Abralcns or kir.Downes at & bosses' conference. VWhat concerns us is the
chauvinist policv of the reformists in the Trade Unions, driving deeper the wedge between
white and non-white in the working cless; for this delights the ruling classes and leads

directly to the victory of Fascism in South Africa.

In his presidential address to the conference, Mr.A.A.dcore, president of the
Trades and Labour courié¢il, proudly proclaimed that he is a reformist, and condemned Com-
munism for 1ts advancaziéfﬁt; of."griegten economic -and industrial opportunitiy for the Nat-
jves", which is to him often "embarrassing". He. admitted that the non-European workers
were organised and received attenfion only when the European workers thoucht they were
threatened by non-Europeen competition; but as. the Non-Europeans in industry have come to
stay, he advocated parallel or separate trede unions for them, which could be co-ordina-
ted with European trade union ‘through joint consultations. Presumably under the benevo-
lent wing of the Trades and Lébour Council. '
method, namely, to protect the Bantu from gubversive influence and from Trede Unions by
forming non-statutory organisations under its benevolent trusteeship. It is an idea ed-
opted from former Czarist Russia, where the police departwent organised Trade Unions.)
In the seme presidentil eddress Mr.loore strongly attacked the atteppte to split the
European trade unions on racial lines organise the Afrikaans workers in separate
Unions. He said: =

"I am sure you wil
workers shoula ever ¢

gepar..te organisations of Afrikaner
sequences 8o Gigasirous that it

(The Government has decided on e still safer
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But reformism is not confined only to European organisations. The other non~Euro-

pean conferences this month revealed the same disease in no less degree. There were 2
three of them in C.pe Town; first in order of time, the conference of the National Libera~
tion League. As ves to be expected, the stru gle between the reople's Frontists on the 5
one hand and the various other groups within the organisation on the other, resulted in @ ff
split. The oldest and most active members of the League left the conference in protest g
end-disgust because the manoeuvres of the reople's Frontists, who packed the hall with
delegates from “"bronches" formed on the very eve of the conference, were too much for
themes The victory of the People's Frontists leaves them with the shell of the League but
without the body, for its m&in force, the Cape Town branch, 1is definitely againat them.
In & statoment issued to the Press by the general secretary, wreJosh.ie Guma, we read that )
at a meeting of the League held on April 12, it was decided to "repudiate the leadership .
of the president, lirse..Gool, and those members of the Generel Council who supporte her,
kiessrs.Kahn, B.la Kay, Wetlington and Morley Turner." Although from thie atatement it |
may appear that the repudiation of the leadership is oniy becauseé "the conference that |
elected the officers of the organisation was improperly constituted in 80 far that non- |
members were &llowed to participate', it stands to reason that only & wide difference of
opinion on questions of policy and the political line of the leadership could have pro-

duced such a split.

This split in the National Liberation League produced inevitable repercussions in i
the so-called non-Europeen United Front conference which ceme Very soon afterwards, and 5
which consisted mainly of the same people, together with "delegates" from various organi~ §

sations existins mostly on paper. If the first conference that launched the "Unit ed Net- ;‘

ional Front" a . few months ago wes & "success'", then the conference of the "Non-European
United Front" wcs an "unqualified success". (Note that the word "national" was silently
dropped in the meantime.) For at the former conference the People's Frontists did not
have a very easy tiime, even though attempts at criticism of the reformist progremeée of ac~
tion were firmly suppressed by the Chair, with all possible "parliamentery” means. But
attempts were made and quite a few of them; this time, however, they had it ell their own
way; there was no opposition at all and every resolution was edopted uncnimouslyt The
trouble was that there was nothing much to ecopt; they had already tried out their "prog-
ramme". They could not very well edopt e Petition day again, Or & national day of prayer
Mwhen every minister will be asked %o deal with segregation in his sermon", or another
day of protest. These had not produced apprecisble results after the previous conference.
Al they could do was t0 reaffirm the need for unity of all end sundry, and lecture again
on "Unity is streagth",:as well as send a few more protest resolutions against brutal

treatment by the polic®e

But those who stend for the People's Front do not feel happy if they have no other
reformists or lib.rals with whom to unite in a wreal" or "broader" FPeople's Front. At
their previous conference they had courted the Labour Party in the person of the :
Rev.hireCedman, L.P., but they could not do it now, 8o soon after the Labour Party's out-
burst against those "t{rouble-makers" on the 'pa.md&., and the demand to spsed up the Gov=
o rmment's segregetion bille Even the "Guard ian" -c'quld not swallow it. It wrote: ,

mir.Madeley' s speech in the debate on the events on Monday night will 10- the
Labour Party all support it may have from people who believe in democracys. He has
' : who think like him, shape the Party's policy,

shown thet as long &s he, and those ¥ ’ - shape t .
it ig a disgrace to the traditions of the Labour movement...The most violent Fas-

cist could not go further then this....The Labour Party must repudiate WQ’.!

But the Lebour Party and even the former ocialist Party member, Mr.Burnside, who re-
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entered the Labour Party, show no inclination ‘i-@
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sublicly that he and his like will not be segrega i
i Q
» 1 'gg

" - ! . . C a s \ :

*he A.P.0. and its president have not changed. He sald the same as bDélore, "gryg -

in the rulers and have faith in the Lord",

"I am convinced that the white man can never stand against the black men in

s ’ . . g Je .
South Africa, but the white man will always rule, if he will engage the affections
of the non-Buropean .s..The man who seys that the coloured people must go ahead and

demand their full rights is a fool."

We should have felt insulted by the last sentence, but strangely enough we are not. Let
those who have believed in @ United Front with Dr.Abdurahman feel thate.

"I am not prepared to co-operate with the non-kuropean United Fronte...l am not
prepared to sacrifice all the work I have done to co-operate with anyone and every-
oneé. You have some of the finest men and women in the movementy &nd you have also
gome 0f the worst."

. R DN . e - -
B

The conference ended with the usual resolutions affirming their failth in the Lord, 1in
constitutionel methods cnd moral force.

And what wes the answer of the ruling class to these resolutions and prayers? The
municipal congress ot OQudtshoorn celmly disregarded the moral force, the prayers and ap-
peals, and adopted the Draft Segregation Ordinance of the Administrator,]droconradiec
That means that if the Government does not adopt segregation legislation for the Coloured
people, the Provincial council will. But there is no doubt the Government will do as
required; it will reject the Nationalist Petition but will adopt and incorporate all the
features of the Nationalist proposals in their own bill, with a softer and more hypocriti-
cel manner of speakings

The outlook is very dark. The non-European United Front is as far from being a
fact as ever, because every section is at present looking only to itself. The Indians
are being kept separcte by treacherous promises; the Bantu are still lethargical and dumb
after the defeats cnd betrayals by their leaders. Reformism is still the triumphant mas-

. ter of the situation, and the oppressed will be defeuited singly and separately,  The -
juestion which douwinates the pages of the Press with regard to the International situa-
tion czn also be applied to the oppressed people of 3outh Africa: 1ihose turn is next?
And so long as the workers follow Reformism there will be no brightening of the horizon.

AXXXXXXEX XXX XX XXX XX XXXXX

APOLOGIES

VHEEREAS uodern Books (PrOprietary) Limited have circuleted an issue of YThe Spark", of
warch, 1939, containing false and defematory matter reflecting ageinst the honour and
integrity of members of the National Liberation League of South Africa.

ind whereas Modern Books (Proprietary) Limited circulates "The Spark" in the ordinary
course of its business and is satisfied that there was no foundation for the defamatory
stotements, it tenders its sincere opologies 1o the members of the Gencral Council of the

Notionel Liberation League end to any othor person referred to and very much rcgrets any
pein or ennoyance which may hove been caused.

Deted et Copo Town this Third day of April, 1939. Modom Books (Propristary) Limited.
(Sgd.) Paul Koston, Director.
X XX XX K& |

WHEREAS the Undersigned was responsible for the making and publiahing.of cer?ain false and
defamatory matter in the issue of "The Spark" of March, 1939, reflecting aglnst the honour
and integrity of the members of the General Council of the National Liberation Leaguse.

And whereas the Undersigned is satisfied that there was and is no foundation for the
defaemotory statements, which+it mcknowledges to be untrue, the Undersigned unroscorvedly
withdrawas all rofloctions cgrinst, end tonders his sincorc apologies to the mombors of
tho Gonornl Council of tho Netionel Liboration Loaguo and to any othor person roferred
to, concorning whoso character we know nothing doetrimental.
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Ever since the first congress of the Second International, held in Paris in 1889,
the first of iiay has been recognised through the major portion of the ocivilised wo rld as
Labour Day. The aim of the workers' represontatives who instituted Labour Day was that
each section of the International siiould use whatever means were at their dispostl to ene
force a complete cessation of work on tho first day of Lay in each year. That is, the
celebration of ilay Day was intended from the beginning to be an international wct of de=
fiance directed o minst the capitalist class, & foretaste of the revolution that would
ultimately dispocsess the capitalists wnd free the workers forever froi: their slavery.

It was hoped that this act, in which all the workers would participate, might have the

effect of incrcasing international working class asolidarity, and thereby prepare the
ground for the revolution.

Many factors have contributed to the defeating of this purpose. Firet of all, even
?efore the Paris congress had met, the Knights of Labour in the U.3.A. had already ach-~
leved some success in their agitation to have the first Monday in Septouber recognised as
Labour Day, so that from the beginning the international character of the day was marred
by the abstention of the American workers. Even today there is in Amarice not one Labour
Day, but two, cortain stetes, both in the U.3.A. and in Canada, recognising the first
Monday in Septeibor, and othsers the first of LY

However, this fuctor alone is quite insufficient to mccount for the failure of lay
Day to bring an) iuportant results. The chief factor is to be found in the corrupt leed-
ership of the working cless. In the early years of the Second Int.raebional some of the
European perties did their best to act in the spirit of the Paris rosslutivn, end many
sanguinary conflictes with the police resulted. Ana thea the "leadasrs" dscidea that u
"better" way was to negatiate an & greement with the bourgeoieie, and hcve the day offic-
lelly recogiised as a labou: holidey. Thus en instrument that was intcnded to serve as &
weapon in the haads of the workers was transformed into a "gift" from the bosses. In
Britain the policy of class collaboration went so far that liay Day is celebrated not on
the first of May but on the first Sundey in May, wiaen it is least disturbing to the bour-
geoisie. And in Germany the degeneration of the working class has gone so far that the
arrengements for the celebration of uoy Duy are entirely in the hands of the bourgeo isie.
In Itely the fascists have totally prohibited the celebration of iiay Day. And in 3outh
Africa tha workin-: cless is so backward that the desy is recognised only in a few trades.

It may seem to some of our readers that we are making too muca fuss about a mere
holiday. Vhat does it matter, they way ask, whether the workers hav> their MJ,ugy on
the first of Lav, the first Sunday in iiay or the first ionday in September?! Our answer
is thet it is not for amy sentimentel reasons that we complain of the confusion, but be-
cause it is symptowatic of ths lack of international working class solidarity, which is
the Second Intcrnational thet solidarity has nevor been so conspicuovsly ebsent as it is
today, and it hae never been so urgently neceesary. At & time when the decay of capital-

Z e it hes ever seen, the only
force that is capadblc of preventing that disaster and sterting mankind on a new and
ter road is disuni%ed, broken intec a thousand futile fragment
action of tuz intarrational working class can prevent the threat
after it has begun, but at present we can see no evidence of a mas:
directione. -

ien is about to iivolve tile world in the greatest oatastrop!
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ersonal advencenent and glorification. Germans and Italians are pictured ag yp,
— b g . ve tvrants, submitting helplessly and opelessly to all
ing slaves of thol respectlve ) ’ ; ”

ner of restrictions and imposlitlionse

an <

of the situation were correct, then every period of history muat

If this readiag . # g TEY
nere heve always been men like Hitler and aussolini, and

have had its dictators, Ior

there would alwcys lRve been someone to &ssumé und isputed authority over als country. The

truth is that no men has over been strong enough to rule over millions without the con-
sent and co-operation of at least & minority »f his fellows, and unless he has ruled in
such & way as to sctisfy the demands of that minority. History contains aot a few ex~-
amples of tyrants who nave sought to override the interests of the ruling class from

whom their authority was derived, and have paid the penalty with their lives. Hitler and
iiusgolini could not keep their positions for a moment if their ections were not strictly
determined by the needs of the ruling class, that is, of the bourpeoisie. They &re the
representat ives and serventis of cepitelism, and must do as their masters order. It fol -
lows therefore that the drive towards war comes not from them personelly but from the
capitalist class. |

Are the capitclists then in some mysterious way di fferent from other people that
they should desire to make war?! No, they are intrinsically no nore or legs blood thirsty
than the workers. To suppose that their personal characteristics are to blame is to make
the same sort of mistake es attributing ell the blame to Hitler and Mussolini. It is the
capitalist systea that is responsible for the cctasirophe that ig ebout to overteke the
world. And obvicusly no coalition of “democratic" powers, no "peace Front", no threat of
armed resistance from the Uaited States or any other couitry can stoo the drive to war,
because 2ll these measures are dictated by the same capitelist systen.

—— — . — - ve— SRR W W e e e

I,et us trv to explein this in very simply lenguage. Capitalism mesns that the land,
the mines, the factories =-- ell the material resources of the world that are needed for
feeding, clothinz, housing and emusing the people =-- are in ths hends of u few people
who defend their "po-.sessions" against all the others with the tid of rolice and soldiers.
The capitalists cannot use these possessions solely for their own eajoymsnt, and i1 they
tried to do so tie starving masses would know how to deael witn them. Indeed, they w uld
never have becoue capitalists if they had tried to do so, for another inportant fecture
of cepiteliam is that the things people need can be made much mors quickly end cheaply in
factories run bv steam or electricity than by workers who own thseir own tools and work-
shops. Capitalisa succesdeG and grew because it could supply more and chetper goods than
the people had been eble to get under the system that went vefore it. DBut in order to do
- this thc capitalists nad to hire workers to ruil their machinery, and they soon foud that
by paying the workors as little as pos gible and chnarging as much for their goods as
people ware willing to pey they could get much more money tham they were abls to speud
on themselves. 1t was anatural then that <they should spend som3 of thils money 1in build~
ing new factorios 2:1d buying new mechinery. In the Europeén countries where cepiteliam
began this process went on witil the factories could producs more geods than the people
were @ble or willing to buy, and the capitelists then itried to sell their goods in other
countries, end particularly in backwerd or uncivilised countries. And et the same time
they found that they could get soue of their raw materials much more cheeply from unciv-
ilised countries than from their owm countries. They simply took possassion of those
countries and turned them into colonies, without regerd for the interests of the original

inhab itants.

But here the %troubles of cepitelisu begmn to be very gerious. British and Freagh
capitalists turned their attention av about the same time to the uncivilised World, and
as they could not coae to an agreenent with each other to share the spoils, they fought
each other. British cepitalisis had the advuntage of an earlier stert than their French
rivels, and tne resulil was thet they took possession of India and North America., But
this did not setile anything firally, for capitaelisu wenl on expinding, and the need for
colonizl markets and new sources of raw matorials grew with it. Presently Germany be~
ceme & powerful capiltalist country , and the competition for colonies became acute. By
the end of the 19th Century practically the whole of Africa had besn stolen by Britein,
France end Germeny, witi el gium, Portugal, Italy and Spain claimin; smaller portions.
At the same time tie stronz cepitaiist powers were esteolishing "spherse of influence"
in China, South A -.ica and elsewhers, which wes practically the saue thin_ as turning
these countrics into colonles.

But these acts of robbsry brought no more tien a temp
The accumulation of excess profits did not cease mere
to sbsorb the gods that could be mede, Tiere Was nothing left
tried to do in 1914. T94 world war that started in that year 1
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‘ & Wwar between Britain and Gerneny for the right to possess & colonial empire. Oapit-
| 1am had expanded to such an extent that there was no room in the s 16 world for both

ﬁrltls}‘ and‘ G: - 2. o Wliasie T 2l had to fight. And now that Germen capital iam
tizerscivilecii“ uotsoae extent from the losses it suffered in 1914-1918, it has no altemas-

ut to 1152t again, for British imperimlists will ' -hol the
>ut & strugsle. < ’ % 8 not give up their possessions with

o

Is there then no possibility of the rival imnerialists reaching some sort of agree-
ment for a redivision of the colonial world, as the press has been s\; ~esting for many
months? The enswer is "no". For consider what such an agreeman t would nesn. Tt would
mee.n‘that British capitalists would no longer be able to sell their gods at what they
consider to be‘ & reasonable profit in any colonial countries that were handed over to
Germany, and they \'.l?uld simply stop producing those goods. This in turm would meen that
& sectlon of the British working class would be thrown out of employment, and in order to
prevent those vorlkors from revolting against the loss of their livelihood the capitelist
class'v.ould ha.ye 'bo provide additional unanployment relief. And as the capitalists al waye
contrive tg I:l&.:e WlC vworkers pay, this would mnean a lowering of the standard of living of
Bll.the.Bl"ltlsh workerss The result would be strikes, involving further losses for the
(?&p?.t&ll.sts, and perhaps & marked growth of the revolutionary movement. DBritish imper-
lelism will not willingly face th®se possibilities, especially as it has already suffered
heavy losses through the expansion of German trade in South-Eastern Europe, South America
and el sewhere. It has, in fact, no alternative but to fight Germar imperielimm,

In short, the couing war will be, like the war of 1914-1918, essentially & conflict
between rival imnorialist groups for the right to draw profits from the coloniel peoples.
It is made necessary by the fact that cepitelism has expanded to the full limit of its
capacity, and no newv sources of profit are to be found. All that thae opposing groups cén
do now is to steal {rom edch other.

What thei should be the attitude of the workers on this May Dey of 19397 1In the
first place thev must realise that the coming war is not their war. The workcrs on the
winning side may be a little better off than those on the losing side vhen the war is
over, but on both sides they will be much worse ofi than they are nows Thev will have ©o
submit to drastic ware cuts and all manner of civil and political restrictions, and on top
of all that they will be celled uzon socner or later to prepare for anotiher and still more
terrible war. For war cannot cure the disease of capitalism; it can only transfer the
severest symptoms from one cepitelist group to another. As for the colonial peoples, they
must inevitably b2 the losers, even if they are not required to take up arms ir defence
of their present slave drivers. For those who gain control of then will exploit them wmoras
ruthlessly tha: ever in order to recover es far as possible the cost of the war.

| But if wer carnst cure but can only aggravate the diseasc of capitelism, and i1f war
is the only means by which capitalism can %Iry to cure itgelf, it follows at once that the
only way to prevent ver igs to smash capitelism and build up o new socicty based on some
other system. D3u%b is that possible? 1% most certainly is. For it rust be remembered
that the sole rcason why humen beings organise themselves into a society is that by doing
so they can setisfy their needs. If everyone were to 1ive an isolated existence, if
there were no division of labour, humanity would sooun be wiped out by the udvorse forces
of nature. The form that human soclely takes dopends ultimetely on tle resources that
men has at his disposel, on the means by which he can prcduce the thinge he needs. And
s f new modes of production are discovored, meking it possible to satisfy more needs, but
the existing fom of society wu- Xes it impossible for those means of produc tion to be uti-

1igsed to the full, thea & new organisetion of so ciety nmnt i"bf:p devised. . Thus tmﬁal goc-
i oty, based mainly on agriculturc and stock faming, had to disappear wied . Srat—
the growth of canitelist producticn, which could setisfy needs wore easily then -
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that the destruction of capitalist soclety 1s e u.rgent, 1aece§51uy ] fw : thy becaune {4 3
of war but also because it will clear the way 101 © organisaty

will remove the cause . :
of society for the benefit of &ll humanity. But uhére &re & certain number of hamperi

prejudices that orevent the workers from grasping the ¢ signiflcanc\e of this point.
samé,‘i‘)f them believe, for example, that the wheels of industry Cf;umot he kgpt turr-min&
wiihoutf the argonising ability of the capitalist, &nd others, still more sxxnpl§M'1nded, -
cannot see how industry can be run unless somedbody provides the capital. Dealing with the |

second point first, it is only necessary to say that the source of all capital 1is labour.

oOn ?
ng

. W e [

The czpitalist does not manufacture liis capital out of nothing; he gets it Dy buying the
laebour power of his vorkers and selling the product of their labour for more than he pays
for it, or, to »ut it in wnother way, he extracis more work froiu them than he pays for.
But if that is so, thou it follows tha: in a society without cap itaelists the workers can
produce all thec new cgpitael that is necessary by simply working @ little longer them is
required to meat 2ll the imumediate needs of humanity. There is nothinyg more conplicated
in it then thot. In practice it means that while the majority of workcre will be engaged
in producing tho gfoods that people consume, a certain proportion will bo engeged in the
making of new mochines to replace worn out ones, or to reduce st111 further the amount of
hunen labour required. T¥ith regard to the accumulation and investmel v of cepital the main
diffcrence betwean our present society and the socialist society of tomorrow is that in
the.new society thic capitel will belong to its rightful owners -- the whole body of
workers, and docisions as to its iavestment -~ that is, as to the kind, quality and
quantity of goods to be produced =-- will depend not on the possibilities of profits for ,
& few but on the nseds of the community as a whola.

| The other prejudice =-- that industry neads the organising ability or the capital-
istgs =- 1is no less easilv digposed of. There is plenty of historical evidence to show
that the workers heve no leck of organising ability, even if we do not mention the Russian
revolutions As long ago as 1871 the workers of reris ren their own society and their own
industry for & pcriod of three montis. And it was not because they ran it badly that the
Commune came to an end, but because the French bourgeoisie crushed then with overwhelming
military force. hile it lasted the Peris Commune was an undoubted success. It wes the
first reel proof thet the workzsrs can organiss a beter society than the cepiteliasts. A
more recent example is thet of the hiilan workers who, shortly beforo the fascist "merch
on Rome", seized the fectories and ren them for thsir own profit. They forced the highly
paid  technicians to remcin &t their jobs, they bougzht the necessary raw matericls amnd sold
their products, and incidentelly mcde some startling diecoveries es to the amount of pro-
fit their bosses had been making out of them. But egain, it vas nct inefficisncy that
brought the Mila: experiment to un end, but the military force of tle bourgeois state.

And -this brings us back to the point about international working class solicdarity
with which ws began. The Paris Commune, the lilan factory seizures, and even the Russian
Revolution were all isolated instances of independent ection by the workers. In eech case
a victory was won over ths bourgeoisie, but in each case it was only & partial victory,
"becausge capitalisn os & whdole had not been crushed. In the first two cases the victory
was confined to a single city, ard the national bourgeoisie soon came {o the sid of the
expropriated cepitalists. In the last case the revolution was confined to & single coun-
try, and although wrld capitelism was unable to defeat it by military intervention it
haes never ceased to work for the ultiwete failure of the revolutica. A4and what is more,
it will succeed in that purpose unless the workers of the world unite in @ common struggle
against capitalisa. World unity of the working class was never more urgently needed then
it is today, and that is why we, mewbers of tho nowly founded Fourth International, repeat
the advice of the founding congress of the Second Interno.tional,_ to make the first of May
e day of working class defiang}e against the bourgeoisie. If they learm the lessons of
‘May Dey now, they will be all the better prepared for tne struggle that will soon be for-
ced -upon than by the bitter experiences of the comiing world war.
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THE NEGRO WUNDPER OAPITALIGSE

(We publish belo: oxcerpte from a pamphlet issued by the Revolutionory liorkers League of
the United States.)

LHTRODUCTION

Contrary to popular opinion, the speciml problem of the ilegro under capitalism is
not created by the physical differences existing between the Negroid and other peoples of
the earth. Propagandists of race hatred iavariably over-emphasise tiie real biological
differences and assert the existence of other (imaginary) diffsrences which they base on
such superficial considerations as skin pigmentation, 1lip tnickness, character of the hair,
and flatness of the feet. These superficial features are the product of the influences on
the human body o the African climate, desert soil, and jungle life over thousands of
years. They aro slowly being @ltered by social chahges in Africa and throughout the world,

by miscegenation aid recial blending, and by the influences of other climetes, temperea-
tures, soils, anc foods.

The racists

still employ the term “hybrid" in connection with the off-spring of
race mixture.

But this term applied to menkind has no real meeaning. In its fundamental
biological sensc it means a cross thet cannot reproduce, such as the mule in the horse
femily. With humans, however, should the lowliest pygny miscegenously reproduce with the
highest, titled "blue-blood", the off-spring could go on roproducing. In other woras,
there are no basic biolo icel divisions in the races of man. As a matter of fact, this

fundamental biological fact, disregarded by the racists, confirms our revolutionary pros-
pect of worldising all of human society.

To understand the problas of the Negrc we must turmm from tiasse superficial differ-

ences to the larger social forces of economics, politics, commercs, industry, and agricule-

ture. But in doingz so, we cannot altogether ignore the wide vogue enjoyed by the exagger-
ated contentions anc fantasies of the racial propagandists.

“White superiority", “the white maon's vurden", “natural ar.tipathyy, and "white as-
sinilation" are cvynic-l theories designed to conceal the economic, political, and social
motives of the ruling class which concocted than. In other words, while the racists may
be aware of the sociel forces, they invariably justify racial suppression. Just as in the
past they endo rsed the rape of continents aad the victimisation of millions of humans in

the vicious (but proritable) slave traffic, so today they apologise for the vilest form
of race plunder by the imperialists.

WHECE DOES RAC

Throughout the ages racial agitators and propagandistis have servad to §trm1gthen
the power of tho rulers of society. They have hfe‘l_p.e-‘,d mould I'.el'}glons.(especlally_ e
white man's rolirion of aggression, Christianity), laws, Penﬂ'l?g.‘f, p'hl}os-ophy ; .and ?du,ca-
tion of all class societies in such a way &s to keep menkind d.:;v:;.fdec} clong racial lines.
Inter-racial division invariebly strengthens the ruling class pareasites who usurp the
wealth produced by the labour of the broad masses. |

complex imstitutions and ideologies have been fostered to devalop rase ciserimindr
tion and division. These imatitutions bstruct the solentific understanding of the Whole
question. In fact, so imposing is the influemce of race Sl "**:‘-“??,‘.-'9'“_;,?*"‘, S B o
today that even Negro enthusiasts become 1 fe*»eé M ke AR exalt "Negro culture” as
constituting an "empire within en ey i,rg“ W0 e bl
capitalist civilisation of which lynching is en int
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ngcabs" for the bi; corporations. These and other Negro organlsations like then have Q I~
$ 4 - ’ - o * \{ ¥ X 1 . . P ‘ ¢ J 1 . 0
gim in common: to naintain the barriers which separate the white anda the black People;h‘ 9
gome actually heln strengthen these barriers. i S~ )
R
5§
PHYSICAL _AND _HISTORIC _BACKGROUND
s

Europe and Africe are distinct as environments -~ the piiysical conditions in which
men struggle with nature to live and edvence socially. DEnvironment leaves Geep imprints
upon men'’s bodies. ITurope has a mild climate and a fertile soll. t 1s easy to raise
crops and sea food is oasily accessible. Thers are no impenetrable borriers either by
land or water. Culiural uraits are eesily {ransmitted. The soill, climate, and rainfell
of Europe made thie development of agriculture relatively easy. The wd er-ground resources-
of Europe -~ coal, iron, and other ores -- facilitated the development of basic in-
dustries. Natureal bays and harbours encouraged commerce by sea.

Almost the opnosite wes the fate of Africe. Vast deserts, stretches of barren soil,
agd dense forests reterded the development of agriculture and transportetion. Its coast-
lines are even yet a@lwost inaccessible. Its underground resources are deep, and though
valuable, are not those from which basic industries can be built. Thus Africa the conti-
nent regtrained the development of the African peoples. At the time of the rigse of the
mercantile capitalist system the Negrces were '““backward peoples". Africa was isolat ed
from the world. Its psoples were isolated from one another. They founded meay cultures,
but were unable to transmit them. 3Sociel development was consequently slows

Because ol that backwardness the coloured races of Africa were victimised by the
powerful Buropean nierchants launching out over the world ia pursuit of trade, wealth, and
egp101tatlon. ?he rising capitalist rulers of European society did not hesitate to exter-
minate Fhe aborigines in Australia, the Vest Iudies, and in othor parts ot the world. It
enslaved the inhabitaats of Africa, the Americas «.nd even the lowest strate in Europe it-
gelf. Due to similar enviromment the Europeeias colonised the West Incies and the New
Wiorld generally centuries before colcnising Lirica. Slave trade, a naluial product of the
mercantile and colonial sysvems wrought the Nsgro from Africa into the modern world. i.il-
lions of ceptured Africans were transplanted @s sleaves into colonies in Norta and South
Américe and in the iost Indies by Portugese, Spsnish, English, Dutch, Danish, and other
Europesn merchanimont, who trafficked in the flesh of Africa for over four centuries.

Out of this forced transplantation of Negroes and their mixture with Iudiens ana
whites in the New Jorld evolved the liestizoes, Zambos, and Mulattoss wno make up much of
the populations of the islends of the West Indles, Mexico, and Cenérol aad South Americe,
plus the 13,000,000 Yyellows" or “hrowns'", as they have been called, who constitute an
overwhelming section of the United Stales population of Africen origin.

~ In the United States &nyoﬁe with "Africen blood" in his veins, no matter how “white"
he ig, is considered as. .« Negro. By this criterion there are 35,000,000 regroes in the
New World. The population of the United States of Brazil alone is over 30% Negro. The
densely populated islands of Jamsice, Heiti, and Barbedoes are almost entirely Negro.
Cuba and many of ©he sinall islands, the Caral zZons, Colombia, Venczusla, and Guatemala
heve & high percentage of Negro population. In fact the Carribbean ared is charecterised
as the "Black Belt of the Carribbean". This sume Carribbean section of the world more
than any other proviced the mearkots which mede it possible for Nortk Anerican menufactur-
ers to emerge as a class end free the North Anevrican coloinies from Britisk rule. Later
this seme manufacturing class challenged and defeouted the rule of the slave masters of
the 3outn to sstablich what 1s today the dominunv capitalism of the world. But United
gtates capitalism, lilke Huropeén naver dealt squarsely with tha‘Negroi@ pooples. It al-
weys discrimine tea agninst them. Rven waere Negro slaves fought gloriously and freed
themsel ves and established thelr own government, es in Haiti, the United States.and'most
other capitalist governinents, refuged for many years evex to recognise ?hem politically.
Liberie, for examplc, was founded by freed Negroes sgnt to Africa by.UhltOd St%tes capi-
telist philanthropists &s part of their struggleagalnsP the slave mastc?e of the South
in the early part of the nineteeath canturyo Yot Liberia was not recognised by the
United States goverameat until a fter the Civil War. R A |

' In the struggle of the South American co"lo‘nip;‘ls ageinst thei{' moth‘ar.count-ry, spain,
'the United Statez lent little positive support. Thﬁ.little Republlc of Hriti @ﬂ?e.fqr.
more. Rether it should be said that the U.5. gapitglists_prgvented thamlffqm-?niplng and
consolidating as nationss Through itBJMonroeDoctfinaanleanJAmqriggnpn;on_%thsg. ;
o eided .tham, 0 a8 o douiugts Sheu siore sawiiys Gn ® U, Uuited B ds CHEECN.
1iks European, has funcitio ned to keep tho Negrol d Pmp gs tne : lo et Tungs f the
social 1 . Al G g e ) S ARG o jﬂ | SR i : - »-
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HOW WARXISW SOLVES THE PROBLEM

.t cvm

The solution of the Negro question lies in fundemental social change. e live 1n
the era of Proletarian Revolution. The first stage of this era has alregdy begun. The
golutlon gf the deep-going social questions of today (the industriel question, the agrar-
ian question, the colonial question, the national question) are bouad up with the problem
of the Negro. The colonials are the natural allies of the proletariat,but they will not
§nd cannqt be won over to the proletarian revolution as long as the proletariat identifies
itself with the capitalist exploiters of boths It must develop itg own revolutionary

class programme.

PROGRAMME FOR__THE UNITED STATES

- The Qnited States provides the setting for the fullest possible and most immediate
1ncoqurat10n of.the legro question into the programme of the revolutionary proletariat.
The first steps in this direction are: (1) dissemination of the ebove scientific analysis
of thg Negro qgestion to the working class as & whole; (2) a fimm stand against every form
of.whlte chguylnism in all working class organisations, (3) & vigilant struggle a.gal nst
white chauvinism wherever it manifests itself =-- on the streets, in the theatres, hotels,
work sh?ps, passenger trains, busses, street cars, both in the north and in the south;

(4) an ll’ltl.‘anﬁgeant fight for full social, economic, and politicel equality for Negroes,;
(5) @ consistent demand that Negroes be elevated to positions of leadership within all
working class orgonisations wherever they are qualified, and policies be inaugurated to
develop such qualifications of leadership; (0) special Negro education for work in the
class struggle and in all phases of Marxism; (7) at all times create and develop solidarity
be?ween ell worlcrs, black and white, native and foreign born =-- Tregardless of nation-
elity, race, or prior condition of 1ife; (8) help orient the Negroes towaerd the class
struggle, into both the el ementary organisations (unions) and into the Marxian partye.

al equaelity for illcgroes and Ne groid

The demand for full social, economlc, and politic
It must be made a world-wide de-

peoples- cannot De 1imited to the United States alone. '
mand. The first steps toward this objective differ in different regions. They are deter-

mined by the social position of the Negroes or Negroid peoples in those regions. On the
whole they can be more imnmediately realised in the United States than in the islands and
countries south of the United States because here the Negroes are morc advanced technical-

ly, economically, industrially, and politicallye The islands and countries south of the
United States are next 1n importance because their cultural and social development is more

advanced than that of colonial Africa. The following programme is therefore primarily de-

signed for the Unit ed States.
THE ORGANISATION OF THE _SOUTH

e

ists in the United States must take up again the task of the or gen ise.-
tion of the south. This task must proceed in the teeth of the laws, customs, and instit-
utions of the soutlern caste systeme The assembly of Negro and white workers in the same
meeting hall in +he south is forbidden by segregation law and custom, For Negroes to par-
ticipate as equals in meetings, with full right of voice and vote, or as secretaries or
chairmen of meetings is & violation of southern cheuvinist ethics. To participate wi th
them in social affalrs, to dine with them at e banquet, to play with them at gemes, or to

dance with them at union dances, are all violations of southern customs and laws. ToO

elect them as dclegates and gend them with delegations to be put up at hotels is to bump
directly into vile segrezatlon cus 11 as in the south.

toms and laws in the north as w
This means first, then, thet the organisation of the south cannot proceed &n inch without
fighting for the special Neiro demand : DOWN wITH

1, The Marx

SEGREGATION CU3TOLS AND LAWSY

d in the south, especially where the Negro workers
d struggle of the union, the first retaliative measure the

rge strikers with "vagrency" and GO sentence them to
of the south cannot proceed effectively

SYSTEM OF PERSECUTION.

2« Where s*’brikes are conaucte

are part of the organisation ai

southern masters will make is to cha . .
the chain gengs This means thet the organisatlon
without fighting for the demend: DOWN WITH THE CHAIN GANG

ing strike struggles of which the Negro

. i sauch 88 orcanisea . .
; : of the southern Bourbons will be brought into play. It is
of the movements Unless th ese

ig part the lynching mechinery i1 . e
directed primarily against the Negro and wnite OIES . :
men are a.gequately protected the movement will.be crushed.. This means that.tk}e orgemisa-
tion of the south, to Dbe successful , must take up the special task of organlsing ARMED
DEFENCE AGATNST LYIICHING.
without a class struggle policy.
Negro and white. The spec ial

e south is unthinkeble
war prisoners,

4, The orgenisation of th
This includes tic defence of all class
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Negro demand for NIZGRO JURYMEN pgoes hand in hand with the general working clasgs Sloppn, }szg
DOWN WITH CAPITALIST JUSTICE. gl
5. The orgenisation of the south demands THE RIGHT OF THE DISFRAICHISED NEGRGES~R>'
VOTE, THE RIGHT OF NZGROES TO JOIN UNIONS WITH WHITES sand THE RIGHT TO ORGANLISZE INTO A
REVOLUTIONARY -WWORKING CLASS PARTY.

6. Though the organisation of the south should go on primarily in the industrial
will become part of the movement. The

centres, the agricultural workers, Negro and white,
orgenisation of tenant, share-cropping and other farmers, however auxiliary to the main
problem, will involve fighting for special Negro demands.

T Segregation of the Negro extends throughout the whole United States, north and
souths. There are Necro ghettoes in practically every American city. Here also, special
Negro @emands must be advanced in the teeth of the bitter opposition of the reactionary
terrorist organisations of capitalism, the Klu Klux Klan, the Black Legion and otherse.

’ The execution of the above programme of special Negro demands in conjunction with
tne'ganeral revolutionary propramme of the proletariat will lay the basis for unity in
éction of the black and white worker in their common struggle against the capitalist sys-
tem,.for a workers “overnment and a new society. Without this unity the proletarian‘fev-
olution in the United States cannot succeed. With it is invincible!

- Dowm with serregation customs and laws'
Down with the chain gang system of persecution'
Armed defence against lynchingt
Defend all class war prisonersd
Down with capitalist class justicet
Enfranchise the Negro! Demand that he sit on juriest
Enforce the right of the Negro to join and organise unions'
Demand thc ri-ht of the Ne.ro to organise into & revolutionary working clesgs party’
Full social, economic, and political equality for Negroes and Necroid peopl est
ORGANISE TIZ SOUTHS |
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(Continue

devo ted to the economic status of the Urban Native. As in

the previous lectures, the basis, the statistics, the arguments and deductions are drawn
mainly from the Tconomic and Wage Commission of 1925 and the Native Economic Commission
of 1932, and some correct facts are drowned in a mess of contradictions and fallacies. A

lengthy digressioi ol the history of White Trade Unionisn and its wrong policy obscures

the me jor 1ssues.

The fourth lecture 1s

-- @and a very meagre one indeed ~-- deals with the position of}
the Bantu in the lLiines. We know that any lecturer in Economics in a South African Univer-
sity has to tread delicately on the subject of Mines. The question of wazes and condi-

tions in the mines, &s well as the question of & plentiful supply of cheap labour, Tre-

quires a "very nice judgment®, &s the lecturer himself admits. What 1s this judgnem;l'?

. » ‘ iting loning y blish-
t the svstem of & huge labour recruiting and rationing ageincy Was esta

e L sing Native wages. He &l g0

ber of liines with the specific purpose of depres .
it Mol | for the low wages paid to

‘ | lg 1 tant

admits that "the status oi the recruited Native 1s 1mpor ; .
them have e depressing effect upon urbean wages generally". Yet on all the three import-
ant issues, the rocruiting system, the low weges aend the compound system, he accepts the

point of view of the Chember of Minest He sadys:

rica's economic development the continu-
to be an inevitable evil'.

The first section

wpyt at the present state of _South Af
ance of tho rocruiting system would seem

ic attitude to the question of wagese He intentionally
He adopts the sameé apologetic & q e o

separates the mine Natives from the other.Bagtu in urb&n areaeg‘
with a shrewd dofence of the low wage policy: S,
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 without pointing out whose prosperity it is,

- .got a countrys ‘ . it o 2
° . e °
Jabour "born to administer tO e il eIk Rantu workers who play such an import-

“their labour?

£31. per year as it was ten,

- les himself in a Mass 0

dependent on their -
: wapres, for the
.s in the reserves. They go to the mines {o

They can, theref
g A1, eiore, accept wayges
to support & man and his family dependentpentiﬁely

He?e he finds an "excellent"

which is required for g Bantu
out by Fhe eéconomilsts in the pay of
salary is reduced because he may have somse other

riisig for the Chamber of Mines not to pey even that minimum
1ve. .And.rememper that the "minimum" is usually worked
Capltalism. We wonder if any university lecturer's

an inheritance. + : source of income, from land, share
» L0 supplement his earnings. He quotes the Chambe; of Mines @ith th: %

statement th "3 :
s implizs&gwlncre?se in wages would reduce the labour supply, and the ebsence of
oproval on his part. He concludes this scanty section on the mines with

- the following sentence:

" - |
; The c?gpound sys?an, severe restriction on individual liberty though it 1is,
oes sometilng to mitigate the evils of the siutation".

We may thus arrive at the conclusion that as far as the mines are concerned the Bantu

‘have no problems. A very nice judgment indeed!

fThe.lecturer now turns to the “very different® growing class of people who live per -
!?&nen ly in the ?owms gnd who "have become full-time citizens". It is a little difficult
for us to reconcile this "“full-time citizenship" with the segregation laws, with the life

,‘indthe_l90§t?ons,.the=raids, the pass laws, the poll-tax, and exemptions, restrictions
.and prohibitions in every sphere of life. But our lecturer has no such qualms, his tran-

quility 1s not disturbed by such trifles« He proceeds to give a page of statistics. taken
from the latest Union census and from the Union Year Book, 1937, showing (a) that among
appro_ximately 800,000 workers employed in mining, in privately owned factories, in muni-
cipal and Government owned establishments and Government rdilways, over 530,000 are Bantu.
(_Tho_se engaged in commerce end domestic service are not included in these figures. )

(b) the wage per head of European miners is about £354 as ageinst £31 for the Bantu. We

“would have no cause to quarrel with the lecturer on this section, if the two passages
~ opening and closing it were not to some extent misleading, and requiring amplification,

especially as they sound so true. Here is the first:

"The whole industrial grdwth of South Africe has been built upon the foundation
of Native labour and the Native worker has come to pley a more and more important

part in the economic welfare of the country".

And the last:

the economic prosperity of the country must depend in a large

M1t is clear that
given by those Bantu workers".

measure on the labour

the Native workers are playing & more end more vital part in.the.economy

of South Africa, in the production of wealthe Qut to speak of the economic-wel.fare.&nd
prosperity of the country is misleading. This is one of.the old hu@bugs of caplta}lmn
which the lecturer so innocently acceptse. Under capitalism, and still l?ss under imper-
jglism, there 1s no su¢h thing as the prosperity of the country. Therec is prosperity
only for the ruling class. For the exploited classes there can be at mosti only e. shadow

s : : ‘ .
Lty e . verialist South Africa to speak of the prosperity of the '?oug ry
3£ BIoCRER & e which class has it, 1is to fall & victim to

capitalist bluff.

and the lecturer cannot be unaware of 1t
this wealth and prosperity, hasn' t

and of his birth. He is just cheap

In the second place, how

First of all 1t ig time to realise % L
-— that the Bentu who plays & vitel part 1n p?odu01ng
] {tizenship in the 1

eds of the white man".

could the lecturer gloss over the fact .
ant part in producing, play no part whatsoev

“hilec some .crumbs have been g
has fallen to the Ban

fifteen years agoe
per fine ounce, the prosperity balongito ﬁhe mine mg
clagses, but not to the exploited workerse

er in sharing, in consuming the fruits of

iven to the white miners in this most pros-
tu miners. Their wege hes remained at
The gold premium, the gixty shillings

perous industry, 10 benefit
emates, the shareholders, the ruling

| ke P - tu in the towns ==
tudy of the economiC problems of the Ban
ok y"'I‘he further lr. Houghton proceeds the more he entang-

Let us now resume th
from which there 18 no egcape. For they are not

through the eyes of the desturtr. =% ¢
| ' f contradictions
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+ of his personal faulty thinking, they &7 the insoluble cc?nicri ;;U;"‘S of oy 0 »*
is sec | 8 VIO ofinitely egainst giving the Bantu mors™w” &

¥
Ky

the resul . ‘
V/hen in his second lecture he céame OU

talism» 4y 2 . | | : : t | industri 2. A8
land, his plea was that thelr real 1line of progress liés in ;?rvlnfpz?zna{lvould g iaiut-,;, ¥
ure in the rough and tumble of modern life., In other words hls solu : ¢ ¥

.

‘ ' <« Y
your land to the vhite farmers who “surely can make bette?'gse of the lg?i', &22 gﬁ 20 ;he %
towns where you can organise and struggle for better condltl_ons and a.gxlg ergh: ncigd'ohe
living, (P.19) In the fourth lecture, however, he forggts what he sa; in szh u;ban
complains that the influx of Natives f{rom the reserves 18 c?onstantly epr?ssmf .ed x \
wage rate. At first he sald there Was no future for them in ’.che reserves; h? enie e
existence of an agrarien problem and advised them to turn to 1ndustr1al llfe, now he
blames them for going to the towms. He suddenly discovers thet: | |

"Security against exploitation - using the word t0 mean payment efit a lower rate
than the industry could reasonably afford to pay (t) and still continue to work at a
profit =-- is:in the,case of the great mg jority of Native wage—eagners, therefore,
mainly a question of the edequagy of the Native réserves and locatlons"f (.39)

When he was dealins with the reserves, the town was the solution; when he is de&ling.udiﬂl
the towns, the reserves become the solution. But how the reserves can ve€ adequate without
giving the Bantu land -- for he is against giving them more land =~ remains a mysterye.

Yet he is not perturbed by this contradicticn, which is just one out of many. He
glosses over it and finds the necessary scape~-goats to bear the burden of the blame, &nd
| looks  .for the' kind of remedies t.hat are typical of capitalism. In the Reserves he found
the cause of Bantu poverty in overstocking and wasteful farminge On the white man's farms
he;found it in low productivity and inefficiency of Bantu labour. S50 naturally our econ-
Omlst presents the old liberal explanation of Béntu'ébverty in the towns, thus:

“"The standard of living{offthg'industrialised Native population; divorced from
the land, is necessarily rising to that of the unskilled white labourer.. Living ;
per@anently in the town, the Native has the same items of expenditure ‘to face. The
family ‘eats European food, wears European clothes, has to pay rent. at urban rates,
has to find money for transport to and from work, has to make provision for-the ed-
ucetion of the children,. end has to allow something for medical attention, medicines

2 and unforseen incidentals. The wages generallyoearned do not cover the necessary
| ;;‘items“offexpenditure, hence the distressing poverty and increasinz slum problem in
- most urba&a areas...-The natural remedy should.be sought in raisinguwages to a level
at which .they will cover the necessary expenditure,of the WorkeT55Fbut this does not
.oceur because the .urban wage .rate 13 constantly . being depressed .by the.influx from
the Reserves."

From this explenation it follows that the Natives themselves are responsible for their
appelling condition. The part played by the capit list employers 1s conveniently forgot-
ten. One might even be inclined to think that the capitalists would gladly raise wages
to the level of the necessary expenditure of the workers, "but this does not occur because
the urban wage rate is constantly being depressed by the influx from the Reserves". |
" From- this explenation only one 1qgica1 step is needed for accepting the solution
put forward by the.Government, by the ruling classes -- the Native Laws Amendment Act,
1937«  And Mr. Houghton takes this 51ep « o onad e i |

wThis, while it imposes,spﬁepe.restrictions upon personal liberty, may, in <&he
long run, improve conditions 1in the towns, if it secures more permenent and better
paid conditions of service there.” (podds) &

He repeats this argument at the end: .' ;

"Pie rcstriction of immigratioh to the towné, while it is a considerable inter-
ference with personel liberty, may do much to raise urban wages by preventing the ‘
competition of those with homes in the Reserves." (P.54.) '

The lecturer' s menory is--short indeed. He has already said that the Bantu should not ask
for more land, Jecause it would not be in their best interests to do so: the future lies,
not in the reservos, not in the land, he said, but "in carving out an industrial future
in the rough and tumble of modern 1ife in the towns". Now he says ex.ctly the:opposite.
Which line is tle Bantu to follow! ' R ey

As a matter of fact, both ways ars Wrong. In'ig a Utopian idea to think thet in the
* general state of decline aend crigils iq,papitalism,‘indﬁstry in South Africa can expand to
such-dimensions and with such rapidity that 1t can apgorb the millions of Buntu at present

- ~..; - l’a:_‘_-r‘)'._'; .-._:. po. »a) . ~
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in the reserve y 0T
S« The majority of . +4 03 ; S : .
A N J‘ Y 'the population will remain on the land for a lon; time
ne. mitted thot the chronic crisis in a ricult | o
BRE o bt oy uno St 3 ilture can no longer o6 solved under
i B nly under socislism. But all the time the lecturer specks. from the point
w of-the casitalists, stressin: b3 bei G oo
. pRAGE ’ sgings the fact of "thi: bein = as t SreM e N2
in fact, has not and cannot he %) thin_s bein_ as they are™. . Cepltlism,
country. Wien v R have any solution for the 3. .:atu either in the towns or in the
. 1;0; yedshv shat the main question for ‘them is land, we do not imply that they
.xfﬁéB5ntu81'C }? Lét?y, commerce and transport. lhat we mean is this: the golution for
oniy'EO’thelzi'in glV}n: them access to agriculture and industry which at present, is open
 £16n'o} i urg5?'rhilnl class. O.ly an incorrigible member of that class finds the solu-
s e J.hg,.nlse'_1 Bantu problem in prohibitions, restrictions and legislation imposing
o dize E. v ?n- ‘T.e mantle of the econowist, who ".wust not pass judzment on the aims
positionc 1;n E public pol}cy", simply does not serve to cover up the lecturer's true
South‘Af.' @ _?S Gxﬁofed himself as a strai ht upholder of Iuperiel ism-Capitalilsm in
Quth Africa with 21l the oppression and exploitation flowing from It. |

) Isz;:rs?il?ig }ct usrgget.this central arcument in a dispassionate way. B

e nlgre 1of.of N?tlves frqm the couatry to the towns is depressing Nc.live wages,

ki, viously the migration of whites should also depress the wa:es of white labourerss

‘then.why doegn't the Government,iwhich is seemlnzly 50 concerned with the well-being of-
é town-worker, close the towms to the white immigrants also® -

(2) The wages of the Bantu workers were never sufficient for their needs, or anywherc |

ne"‘ ] - “r + I : R . .
ar it, no matter viether there was a surplus of labour or & scarcity. This major factor
forbidden .by law

: 1s due to the Bantu boing deprived of thé right of bargaining; they wverc
to f?r@ Trade Unions or to strike; they were exempted from the e e Act and the Industrial
Conciliatilon Act, they were, and are, handed over to "the ‘tender mercy" of every employer.
ALY If the Qlimin;tianof e. surplus labour supply in the towas would automatically reise
the level of weges, then the wa e of the Bentu in the mines would lon, (o have risen
above the present lovel; for the labour supply is always scarce there. But, as the lectu-
rer himself admil us, "Thus Native mining wa;zes have never been allowcd ©O rise to their
.- naturel competitive level..." It 18 only“logical to conclude that the scme “remedy"
which wes found by the Chember of Mines iy 1889 in the centralisution of the labour rec-
ruiting and rationing agency, can £1so be found by the Chamber of Industries if the need

for such & measure &risess
(4) Finally the argument that the urban Wace'rate~is being . consteantly depressed by the.
influx from the rescrves 1s false,‘becauseﬁﬁbgpmg}g;ggpggggggg_gffeqﬁ_pg;Bantu Wapes in
towns isﬂp;dducgggbyﬁﬁpg”lgy:;ages in the mines, which are the chief source of Native

ts the standard for their wage in industry, com-

emplE?Eént.~“fheir we.me in the mines se _
f this in his chapter on the mines and only

merce, etc. The lecturer himself was aware O
now does he convenilently fOr got, LiicHu .

with the explanation he offered fbr:the

Yet perhaps even‘h§;is not quite satig fied .
scape-goat besldes the Bantu themselves,

yrban Bantu's poverty: he tries to find anolher

namely orgenised white labours

e to bitter resentment from the white working class

was successful in introducing restrictive legislatione.

orker - greater even than the restrictive legis-

1ation - is perhaps the opposition of ar gani sed white.labours...White labour, par-
ticularly in the Transvaal, has come, not unreasonably, to regard the black worker
as the tool of the capitalist to be ‘used to oust him from his present positlon.
This accounts Ior the strong anti-native policy of the trade unions there."

W,....This has given ris
whose influence 1n parliament was
. A greater hendicap to the Native W

! ainl havé'né desire t 15Tl .
o PRl chauvinistic policy of the South African

Trade Unions in the Transvaal or the still more chau |
Labour Party.-=0uroolicy towerds them 1s sufﬁuclently.known andclear.. But = pareful
perusal of the ggbké quotation will reveal its.siniater purpose pleverly.conceg}ed. Not
only is this hafl-truth intended to drive deepéer a wedpge between the workers, bup.the
main effedt is to divert the sttention of the Bantu w?rkers from the struggle ageinst
their real enemy - the capitalistse Not & word is sald a?out them; they are notieveg‘
mentioned as the factor of oppress;gg_and'q§gloitatlon.- szilh:.Siys xn&eiézgf_tz tﬁ:gg

‘ Wooms | f the capitallsts TO OUSU -
to the white workers hat the Bantu are tools O . g .
black. workers, that ’;heir greatest obstacle to progress is organlsed‘w}z}‘ce. ]iabt?ull'.tiNot.e
that this is described ~s "an even preater handicap" than the restrictive legislation,
which is thereby thrust into"the-background; intentionally.
rkers entirely for the restric=

Labour w8

 First of all it ig not correct to blame'thg white wod
“$ive legislation; they. are guilty only of the crime of lin
time - aven when they éntared‘the=cqgiitmﬁp - “grﬁ_th?y,,_,”,_,u
nevei strong enough in or out. of pParliement il s gL P W
nary that poli .y might have been: The colour bar and all THe BEE

reactional
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lation including the three slavery bills were adopted because the gg}igf;p}gﬁgggJ the

farmers and the Inperielists, the slave owners and the: mine=owners, wantﬁﬁ,ﬁbﬁmr

Secondly, it is absurd to say that the opposition of organised labour 15 an even
greater handicap to the Bantu than such legislatione Can anything be a creater handicap
than the oppressive laws which bar him from every avenue of prowréss and keep him in slav=
ery?! VWould the ovnosition of organised white Labour be possiblé without the legislation
that erected an artificial wall between the two sections of the working class in order to
set the one against the other? :

Mr. Houghton is opposed to the colour bar, on econoulc arounds, yet he accepts 1t,

on political grounds! He says: | |
' . ) . . » . o

Whatever criticism we may advance ajainst the colour

take it as an objective fact and cousider what future there is for

L o~ - - - - - -» - —

worker, conCitions beins what they are." (our emphasis.)

e ecms . -

-bar legislation, we must
the urban Native

186rs = you may

The same eternal laaguage of all the liberals and the hypocrisy of preac!
to accept 1t

mildly criticise it, but once it has been adopted by the lezislature you nave
as law and submit to it% You must take it as @n objective facth

And what has the lecturer to offer with regard to the future of the urban Native
worker? To put it bluntly - nothing. And because he has nothing to offer he abandons his
role as economist cnd transforms himself into a preacher. After telling them that they
"must not antaconise the white Labour Unions more than necessary", and advising them pilous-
ly to put their trust in a change of heart on the part of the white workers, he concludes
with the following passage:

"Greater specielisation, more continuous application to work, higher educatm,
better living conditions and the restraint thet comes from living as a member of an
organised cnd permanent social unit, would do much to raige the general level of ef-

ficiency and thus enable the urban workers to earn higher wages."
This would sound very well from a second-rate church preachers But from an economist it
is absolutely laughable. Even without the sermonising the passage is ridiculous. Let us
look into it. (1) "Better living conditionse....would enable the urban workers to eamm
higher wages." That means that if they lived in better houses, ate betier food, wore
clesner and better clothes, had better sanitary and medical provision, had social services
and insurance, had more recreation etc., then they would be able to earn higher wage s
knows (and not only they) that better living conditions are a resultt of
higher wages. But our economist has brought forth a new theory that if a man lives better,

he gets higher wagess Many people have oeen sent to jail for trying to put it into prac-

tice in our capitclist socletys

Every economilst

(2) “Higher oducationse.sewould enable the urban workers to earn higher wei:eg."
Here is insult added to injury, particularly in conjunction with the phrase, 'conditions
being what they are." The leciarer knows perfectly well that the Native is prevented

from getting even a lower gducation and that 75% have none at all; he knows that even the
few who do get highcor education are shut out from skilled trades and all avenues are

closed to them except preaching and teaching.

(3) "More continuous application to vorke..." and (4) “greater specialisatione..e.
would enable the urbcn workers to earn higher wages." What we have alrecady said slso ap-
plies heres How can they specialise when they are barred by law from apprenticeship and
skilled trades? The only specialisation left 1is unskilled menual lalour, and this will
never bring him a higher wage! ‘"More continuous application to work.. " {ith the present
anti-Native legislation this leaves them at the mercy of any policemen or petty official
of the Native :Affeirs Department. In these conditions it is not necessary to advise cone
tinuous epplication to work; they are forced to do it. For the loss of a job may mean

ejection as a "redundent®, superfluous Native, and that may bring ruin.

To sum up: the lecturer has not eny solution for the Bantu in the towns, just as
he had none for them in the Reserves and on the farms. The bankruptcy of Capitalist

economy can only be covered up with hypocritical phrasas,_fallacies Or prayers.
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