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HOW REFORMISM FIGHTS nASGSTL SM

meeteeetane.
The coming General Elections, which -- if nothing happens to disturb the expected

course of events -- are to toke place in May, will beatrial of strength only between ¢

the ruling classes themselves. The greater part of the exploited, being deprived of the
franchise, will not take part in the elections at all. The rest of the exploited, who do

possess the franchise, will consciously or unconsciously support ome or other party of

their exploiters. There is no question of an independent working-class party with an in-
dependent working-class policy participating in these elections. . There is no question of

attacking, of challenging the rule of the bourgeoisie,
: i

The conflict between different sections of the ruling classes 1%, as it has always
been, for a bigger share of the spoils. Politically this finds its’ expression today in
South Africe, as almost everywhere else, in the alternative of anopen or a disguised
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, in fascism or bourgeois democracy. In any case, it is
for the bourgeoisie & friendly bout, more for the form than for the substence. ' But not
so for the exploited, for whom the alternative is of life or death. The History of: the
lest ten to fifteen years has been & succession of victories for Fascism and of defeats
for the proletariat which was already on the defensive; and where the working class hes
entrusted the defence of its democratic rights (so dearly won by a century of struggle!)
to the bourgeoisie or to the Reformists, the agentsof the bourgeoisie in theworkers!
ranks, invariably the working class has lost its democraticirichts and its weapons of

v

gel f-defence, and his been‘reduced to a glavaery febatiugsy dodqirinn To Geer Gb Coto”

As the General Elections in the Union come nearor, we heer more often and more

loudly the familiar cry: "Fight Fascismi” Unfortunately, the danger of Fascism, which

will be utilised as an election cry by the politicians onthe left", is not an empty

threat, but the bitter present reelity. Sternly the question arises: What are the chan-

ces for a successful fight against Fascism in gouth Africae? What are the forces that ¢

will fight Fascism? The expression itself -- "Fight Fascism” -- has been so abused and t

misuged, that it is almost necessary to consider the fundemental mesningof the word

nfight" (to contend in battle, to maintain by fighting), and to start from that meaning,
the chances of a successful fight against Fascism is the more

appropriate wien we consider that in the past the struggle against Fascism has been con-
ducted by the Reformists; end as no clear perspective for the future is possible without
an examination of the past and present, we must enter upon& searching enquiry of how

: beth in general and, more particularly, in
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the fight against Fascism are either the conscious servants and agents of Capitalism in

the renks of the proletariat, or are unconscious ignoramuses, fools, quacks. Ne one can

fight a disease while he is afraid to kill the germ end eliminate the root ci the dis~
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capitalist system under the democratic veil. They call this the fight for democracyt

We are thus confronted with a tragi-comic spectacle. The capitalists are fighting

for the preservation of Capitelism and the so-called Communists and Socialists are alse

fighting for the preservation of Capitalism. But since, in these stormy times of vars

end revolutions, Fascisn offers a more ef fective and safer method of : :
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trates on the precious substance of exploitation, profit, rule.
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turns fascist, know the cause of all theso defoats of tho working class. Thoy know also

that, so long as the workers continue to follow the Reformists of either the 2nd or the

3rd International , they will witness more and more of these defeats, because Fe.scism

cannot be fought, and still less can it be defeated, without a olear understanding of ite
cause and a determined attack upon the roots of the system which, breeds this digease; and

because Fascism cannot be defeated by parliamentary methods, by parliamentary majorities,
by tho Poople's Front, by class collaboration; and, in short, becauso the real fight
agninst Fascism is & rovolutionary struggle for tho ovorthrow of Capitol ism.

XX XX & XX

Even more ridiculous than in Europe has been the "fight" against the growth of

Fascism in South Africa. Numerous short-lived Anti-Fascist organisations here have rais-
ed the cry: "Fascism is the enemy of democracy. Fascism must be defeated", and has re=

peated it so often during the last few years that it has become a sterile commonplace.
At the outset a group here and there would be roally oxcitod by this cry. But as it ro=
mained & mere phrase, as those who used it as part of their daily stock in trade did not
meen business, it gradually became stale, too stale to excite anyone. The same thing

~has happened to the cry of imminent war. In spite of the fact that all but the utterly
ignorant are aware that war is at our doors, that war (and by wer today is meent a world :

var) may break out any day, in spite of this the alarm of "art" is not producing the
least excitement. Simplybecause people havo resignod themsolves to tho idea that war

is unavoidablo and possimistically suppose that nothing can bo dono cbout ite. How much

moro is this truco in tho mattor of Fascism} * For, whilo all, oxcopt the big bourgeoisio
and cortain sections of tho middle bourgeoisie, do not wont war ond are mortallyafraid
of a new World War, this cannot be seid concerning the fear of Fascism, even by the
greatest stretch of imagination. Itis astonishing nowfew people in SouthAfrica are
aware of what threatens them under a fagcist regime, ‘incomparably fewer thanthose who

know whet the consequences of war will bring upon thems e

This maynot be surprising in regard to the petty bourgeoisie, or to the poor
whites, the declassed elements, the lumpen’ proletariat, who here, &s everywhere, have

fallen an easy prey to demegogic fascist p opagenda. But what about the workers, par-.
ticularly the white workers, who have more’ then anyonc else to lose by & victory of Fas-
cism? The black proletariat, which is already in & state of gemi-glavery, supplying in-
den tured labour in the mines, on the farms, on the roads, without the right to move,
without the right to strike, without the right to combine in tradeunions, without the
vote, without freedom of speech, without the right to hold meetings, caughtin a net of
most brutal laws (Master and Servants Act, Tax and Pass Laws, Riotous Assemblies' Act,
Urban Areas Act, etc.), which are in all rospocts fascist laws, the bleck proletariat is
so opprossed and oxploitod that even a FascistDictatorship could hardly meke thoir pos-
ition vory much worse. But what ebout the white workers?! Are they aware of the threat-
ening catastrophe?

They have been told by their "Labour" leaders that this cannot happen here, be-
cause the damooratic tradition is too deeply rooted in the people of South Africa for a
fagcigt victory to be possiblel They have been told that, if only the trouble-makors,
tho Communists, would koep quiet, Fascism would dio avey naturally, for it is Communism

nat broods Fascism They have been told that Fascism in south Africa consists onlyof
the fow Groy Bhirts in tho pey of Hitlor end Germany, that itis only an imported growth

alien to South African soil, and that there ig no future for it. For years these Labour

party leaders and Trade Union leaders have sonsoled themselves and fed their followers
with these fallacies : od Li 2a ah

But in the meantime Fascism nag been steadily geining ground and growing. It is
no longer confined to Grey Shirts; Black Shirts and Orange Shirts. It is no longer con=

fined to & few hotheads in the Nationalist Party. It has grow to enormous dimensions.

It is here, there, and everywhere. It is in the Government party just as it ig in Mal-

an's party. It is in the country and it is in the towns. It has settled itself firmly
in the Universitios and in tho High Schools, in the Cultural Societies and in Religious
bodies, in the Farmers' Associations and evenin the Trade Unions. Fascist propgganda
is made openly from University chairs and from Church pulpits, by Administrators of Pro-

~ vinces and by Ministers of the Crown. Tt has a stronghold in the Government itpelf.
| The present Prime Minister is undisguisedly sympathetic to it. His son is an open Fas-

cist; and so is the oft-acclaimed future Prime Ministor, the present Minister of the
~ key~departments of Defence, Railways, Airways, Communications, who is diligently pre-
paring militerised hordes in his Bpeciol Sorvice Battalions. Tho Reformists point to
the Melanitos as the fascist ogros, ond this is porfoctly corroct so for as it gocs.
But it is not tho whole truth. For, in fact, it is ‘not Malan, but Pirow, who is tho
budding Hitler of Bouth Africa. A groat, and we might perhaps oven say tho groator gsec-
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.In the rank and file of the Reformists there hepa thes Think WE rkBRmoaEols a Union leaders are waking up agis now changing, that the Labour leaders and the Trade
1 $15 ideals mistake thalrieare realising the need for a bold stand. These honest indivi io thethe reality. They are idealists and simpletons who have not Ig (EN fone pam of
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mong all the legislation directed egainst the great mass of the exploite a Oppressed .,
Bantu, Coloured and Indien -- there is no record of a single measure passed Ui Parliament
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criticism becausethe proposals were too mild for these white chauvinists and ‘haters of
the Native.'To expect a change in these Labour leaders, who can boast of 25 years offaithful service (to Capitalism), & change in such hardened evildoers as Madeley, Briggs,
Costello, Roche, Boydell, etc., etc., is no longer merely simple-minded. It is the
height of foolishness.
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The Labour Party has indeed waked up, -- the Elections are approaching, and there iga chance to exploit the sentiment of those who are opposed to Fascism and by diligent useof the slogan, "Fight Fascism in South Africe", to win back some of the lost plums. Theyhave started a big el ection campaign, a big drive for the revival of the stinking corpse,Yet we must givo them credit for one thing. Thoy have remainod truc to the old platform,end they have ramained truc to their old mastor, Capitalism. Wha tover happens, thoy willsorvo Capitalism to tho bittor end. Thosowho have boon hoping to sec a change in’ thom,
may think’ our judgment too harsh, perhaps even biassed. But let them look to what theseLabour leaders stand for today.
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The first thing the hopeful people will be surprised at is that. the Labour Party isnot so much concerned with the danger of Fascism as with the Ydanger ;of. Communism". Inits issue of 8.10.37, "Forward", now the officiel organ of the Labour Party, bursts intoits heaviest type for extra=bold'heddlines: "Address by Leader: tor BFL cos exhow Labour ‘is stemming tide of Communism". And truly, in this addresty Conference in Transvaal, Senator Briggs was mainly occupied with, the theme that “theLebour Party has done much to stem the tide of Communism", and in showing how it hes donothis "in two ways". Hed we not known from Gonoral Smuts that Communi rs

gor in South Africa, that its ranks arc reduced to a few individuals, we might havethought that Capitalism had assigned to the Labour Party the task of "stemmingthetideof Communism". Stemming the tide! There is a most striking resemblance between thigspeech by the "Leader" of the Labour Party and the utterances of Mr. van Rensburg, thefascist, the Administrator of the Free State. But more important is its relation to theproceedings at the Annual Conference of tho Labour Party, which was held in Johannesburgon the lst and 2nd of January. At this Conference & "short term" policy for the GeneralElections was adopted, and "Forward" reported as follows: ;

sm is today no dan-

"This short term programme includes none of the Utopian measures which Social-ists can advocate -~- measures which are usually condemned because they are 'Utop-lan®., Every point of this short term policy is of such a nature that a capitalistgovernment could accept it immediately..... If the people of South Africa return 4the 8.4.L.P. as the official Opposition =-- and there is every indication that theywill do so =~ then this Congress gives its solemn pledge to the people that it willagitate for legislation to be introduced to ensure that these two vitally importanttasks will not be neglected.es.. To strengthen tho forces of Democracy in the fightagainst Nazism the §.A.L.P. proposos tho following measures: (i) Be prohibit the
To prohibit theo importation into South Africawearing of political uniforms; (ii)
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of Nazi propaganda literature from Germany and to prchibit the orgenisation of all
movements which have as their openly cdeclarad poliny the overthrow of the democrat-
ic system and substitution of a dictatorship; (iii) To establish a National Propa=
gande Bureau with special powers to use the radio end the Press, ‘to bring once &=

gain the message of democracy and freedom: (iv) The protection of the right of
minorities from attecks based on vellgious: o racial prejudice",
We hove no intention of examining and criticising this idiotic babble. We know

that in the eyes of the S.A.Labour Perty even tne Roformist progromme of a British Labour
Party proposes "Utopien" measures! We know that its brightest dream is to be the offic=-
jal Opposition in Parliament. Its now measures for combatting Fascism are oven more dds
otic then the old ones. But what stands out. prominently in this programme" is the echo-
ing of the Malenite cry for the suppression of the Communist movement. For this is the
meaning of the second point of their programme, which seeks to prohibit the crganisation
of all movements aiming at a dictatorship. (Ths Dictatorship of ths Proletariat is for
the Briggses and Roches more abhorrent even than Fascism). od |

It was at this Conference, by the way, that Mr. Walter Madeley (the Parliementary
leader of the S.A.L.P.) said "that the separation policy evolved 27 years ago by the par-
ty was best. The party's native policy was to set the rative people apart oi their own

territory, to develop along their own lines, and keep the counbry for the white popula-
tion". (Cape Argus, 2.1.38). Mark you: %To keep the countryforthe white population}
But again, why be surprised at the S.A.L.P.? They were always lickspittles and reptiles |

of Capitelism. They are still the same today, and they will be the same when they per-
ish, kicked out by their master.

And now, what about the new converts to Reformism, the Stalinists? They came craw=
ling on their bellies to the Labour Party, hoping desperately to form together a Poople's
Front. But of course the very idea of associating themselves with a Communist party;
oven if the said party completely discarded Communism, wes snathoma ‘to the Labour Party
leaders. They were horrified at the thought of so compromising their unstained record
in the eyes of Capitalism and flatly rejected the offer. still, the Stalinists had to
follow "the line of the Seventh Congress® and continue by long drawn out efforts the pol-
icy of approach ‘to the Labour Party. Tn spite of kicks,and shuse’ from the letter, they
go on ‘shouting, or rather whispering frem failure of voice and strength: “Support the
Lebour Party. Help build a powerful Labour Partyt
round the Labour Party for the defence of Democracy against the onslaught of Fascism in
South Africal™ They swallowed ‘Briggs® boast about gberming the tide of Communismin
South Africa. And they will now swallow the second point of the Labour Party's short
term programme, suggesting the prohibition of
and this would include the: Communist Party itself
plicable to it, for the Communist Party, (the Sta
of the proletariat.
today really separates the Communist Party of
the question of "the Defence of the Soviet Union®
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IMPRESSIONS
coNVENTIONmcQl LHR Nh bs AFRICANa.Se—s arrive punctually in the Bloemfontein Loce~

On Monday, 13th December, the two of u
which is to open at 10 &.ms

tion, there to attend the third All-African Convention,

were of & strange quiet, compared with the
Outside the hell of meeting we become a ;

of doors at previous Convention gather-
cheery noise and bustle that preceded the opening

Here are no busy, shifting groups, 10 6ager talk and laughter, no memb ers walking

ds and make new acquaintances. The scene might be a Sunday morn-

x around for familiar faces, buti‘see none.
ings.
bout to greet old frien
ing in our home town. We loo

hut, but a few more figures come strolling
discussing things in desultory

ft of the eyebrows or & shrug of
Ten o'clock finds the doors still fast s

along at their leisure. One or two groups &re formed,

fashion, punctuating their words with en occasional li
the shoulders.

The "lefts" are tacking themselves on to the radical group, to find out what is to

be the radical line of action. But they are met with silence and more shoulder-shrugg-
ing, and slowly but very significantly the group melts away.

A profound pessimism prevails.

Presently the great Jabavu comes in sight, welking jauntily, careless of the ap-
proaching demise of the All-Africen Convention, which might have been the living voice

end parliement of his own people, an independent and courageous voice. He murmurs some

thing ebout a misleid key and generel bad management.

The agenda paper is distributed, and the general impression is that the bulk of

the subjects included in it would be very interesting and wholly suitable for a Teachers

Association Conferences The order of priority is remarkable: Teachers' salary cuts com

first, then old age pensions, thon African Youth and attendant socisl evils, then the

African Educational System. The most pressingly urgent subjects of all a tho po¥

icy end tho Draft Constitution of tho All-Africen Convention, arc set ps otoe hour

each on the last dayt!

Protests are heard from all quarters, but Jebavu allows i 6’a in the agenda. He shelters himself behind thete frogger
5 of the Native Representative Council are in Pretoria attending th i] ges

and will only arrive in Bloemfontein on Wednesdayt (N.B. For ide 1
; Somali de

of the two bodies the Government is to blame, but whois to sa ie : fo of
of culpable negligence or & calculated snub?). So tho agend

y whether the SEiabdFae for the next three years must bo EE.a _. Wi ici ;

Fp tho a will in all probebility bo cut down to tim th
pit ha ps there are seven of them -- are all in turn deli lad i tb
wpe Keeepid strain. "The good of the African osih * “Vio

socom a -gacrific 2
WEEE PRUVPLE ee nee



. g 1f=hour dos iget a hal 086 of this san

the agenda, it is stolen from the scanty Ry a8 no time has been allowed for it on
Jess Yo shy, the deren bs Y periods allotted for real business. And, need-. ar too courteous to protest!

There are, of course
of a very able young men, Mr. Moseksthe "Bantuisation" of schools 80 high
trick to introduce a lower curricul

excepti i :’ Pllonally interesting moments, and we en joy the outbursta teacher in Bloemfontein, who roundly denouncesghly praised by Dr. Edgar Brookes, exposing it as a
Mrs. Ballinger gets a good SEa to be carried out by an underpaid Bantu staff.
Liberalism -- Neo-Lib eral LE en she declares that she represents a new form of
are adepts at “making tp iis Rie itsolf. The Neo-Liberals, by their own accountIREing Whe best of it" -- for their own profit, naturally, adds the oye.

But on the whole this Conventiofrom the last, which wag a livelyready with cries of expostulation
n is sleepy, passive, unresponsive, sadly differentand eager gathering, cheering and booing excitedly,or a burst of appreciative laughter.

y come the four members of the Native Representative Council, elab=-
:

4
One of them, Mr. Godlo, violently cttecks thepolicy of the "left extremists", and is able to do thie without eliciting ale mark ofdi ; :nollie rom BR SEeLEtee audience. Mr. Max Jabavu succeeds in rousing & storm byCe x RH y Natives be allowed te become members of the All-Africen Convention, The

y bresks out in a spurt of anger end defeats the motion by & big majoritye.
Nevertheless, pessimism prevails. The attendance at the meetings becomes smallerand smaller; and, when the policy and Draft Constitution are being discussed, it barelyreaches 30.
The final touchis added to ell this failure and disappointment, when Section 12of the Draft Constitution, recognising the members of the Native Representative Councilas "The accepted mouthpiece" of the All-Africen Convention, is actuelly passed -- only bya suall majority, it is true, but definitely passed. Eighteen months ago the Convention

was an independent and outspoken body. Now is has handed over its independence to theNative Representutive Council, the slavish ally ofthe rulers and slave-drivers.
The slavish attitude of the Native Representative Council is well known. In itsfirst session is happened that same of the members came in late, and Mr. Smit, Secretaryfor Native Affairs, who was in the chair, sternly rebuked them for their unpunctuality,

warning them publicly thst, if it occurred again, hewouldwithholdtheday'spay from
them. It may be hard to believe, but it is a fact that no oneprotested. agsinst thisintolersble insolence. {

 ——— ———
And it is these slavish men of the N.R.C. who are now euthorised to represent the

All-African Convention, to represent the African people! These men are the so-called
| "leaders", who creep and crawl at the feet of the Government, meekly eccepting threats
! and discipline against which a schoolboy would revolt. These men have used the All-Af-

rican Convention for their own ends, they have laid hold of it end choked the life out
of it, till it lies there, a dead, unburied thing.

i XXXXXXXKXXXKXXAXX XXX XXXXXXXXX

AFTER THE POPULAR FRONT!

half 5a office the Popular Front government of Blum and Cheu-or

and aAfter a year ors will now have an opportunity oftemps has at last collapsed, and the French work

geoisis acts.
ail the lessons of the Popular Front.
het it was a counter-revolutionery move-

f combatting fascism and preventing war,
d pave the way for fascism. Our views

s There is no need to consider in any det
Right from the beginning we have maintainedtment, that it would fail in its expressed aim ©

‘that it would instead weaken the proletariat an
|

on this sub ject Bigsis Solis al clearly expressed in the pamphlet by Comrade Burnham which
5 Fr : ince that pamphlet was written cer-have been reprinting for some months past. But since tf om 4Tpbtelieg©Si — someybio Light, which Lully Justify sur Spessigimft, We sisal

consider here two of those facts.
It will be remembered that omeof thefirst measures passed by the



ale
e best known was Colonel de 1g

a striking proof of the correct, &
ed themselves that ty, 4

4 single thread

cist leagues, among which th
woommunists" hailed this as

the Popular Front. They congratulat

pamoclean sword of fascism was no longer suspended over their heads by

that might break at any moment, but was now supported by a gtout chain that would endure

for ages. With the simple-mindedness of imbeciles those pretended revolutionaries ima g-

inod that the throat of fascism could be romoved by the more dostruction of its outward

and visiblo manifestations. Bocauso thoy had formod tho habit of blindly accopting tho

ordors of Stalin, no mattor how thoy might contradict his provious ordors, and bocausc

thoy had obondonod ell pretonco of Marxist analysis, thoy could completoly overlook the

feet thet tho driving forco behind fascism was absolutely unaffected by the dissolution
of the leagues, that on the contrary it was inevitably increased by the other "successes"

of the Popular Front =-- the 40-hour week, tho "roform" of tho Bank of France, the nation-

alisation of tho armemonts industry, otc. They did not soe =-- or if thoy saw, thoy crim=

inelly said nothing about it -- that tho struggle botwoon tho bourgooisic and tho prolo-
tariat was ropidly dovoloping to a critical stago, ond that if the copitalists woro pro=

‘vonted from moking opon proparations for tho next groat battlo in tho class wor, thoy

would mcko thoir proparations in socrot with ronowod vigour. Thoso dolts of "Communists"

occoptod without quostion tho thoory that tho outlewing of tho foscist looguos by the

bourgoois stato was an adequtto substitute for direct revolutionary actions They shut

thoir oyes to tho plein foct that the only way to ovort tho moncco of fascism is tO

striko ot its roots, that is, to abolish privato owmorship o production, to

ostcblish tho workers! own stato, tho dictatorship of tho pro lotoriat. In short, thoy a-

bendonod tho class war, and handed every strategic advantage to the enemies of the work-

ing classe.

was the dissolution of the fas
Rocque's "Croix de Feu". The

ness of their action in joining
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How utterly wrong their calculations were is shown by the-discovery last November

of a secret military orgenisation popularly known as the "cagoulards" (Hooded men) , which

had been quietly collecting huge stores of guns and emmunitien in readiness for an armed

attack on the workers. One might have thought thet the discovery of this plot would have

opened the oyes of the workers to the extremoly dengoerous position into which the Popular
Front policy had lod thom. Horo thoy had tho cloarost possiblo proof that the disbanding

of tho loaguos was nothing but a moaningloss- gosturc, no moro of foctivo than ao diplomatic

protost to tho Jopancsc govormmont. But how did thoy rouoct to it? Did thoy cut themscl-

vos adrift from thoir treacherous ellies in tho Populer Front, who by their futile mecs-

uros had connivod ot tho proparation of the Cagoulerd plot? Did they begin to get ready

for the coming struggle by resuming genuinely revolutionary propaganda, by building &~ °

workers' army? No. They had received no orders fram Stelin to that effect. Revolution
is not among the exports of the Soviet Union! Instead, they accepted the assurance of

the government that the plot would be fully investigated, and the ringleaders unearthed
and brought to trial.

¢

5 :
2 t

The Cagoulard plot was a clear warning to the working class that the government of
the Popular Front could not be trusted to fight against fascism, and yet the leaders of
the C.P. continuod temely te call upon the government to. fulfil its promises to punish
the conspirators. On the 2nd Docamber “Humanito" publishod & report, “from & roliable
source," that Tardieu (a former prime minister) was to be arrested and examined by a

Three days later it complained in a leading article that “The leaders, the real
Nevertheless, the Minister of the Interior, M. Dormoy, had

omant thet & blow would bo eimed at tho. hoad of the conspir-
tional police had promised to reveal the names of the lead-
t a word has been said about those names, except by “Hum-

anite". "And Mr. Tardieu continues nis impudent struttings at Mentone". (Quoted in "Le

Lutte Ouvriere", Brussels edition, 11.12.37). Since there is not & word in the article
about the workers preparing to establish thoir own machinery of justice, this means’that

the French Cc.P. entertains the ludicrous hope that it can persuade the bourgeois state
to use its police apparatus to fight the bet tles of the working class. | a
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judges
leaders, are still free.
stetoed in a memorable announc
acyl At the same time the ne
ers of the plott Up to now no

The handling of the Cagoulard plot by the Chautemps government is the most convin-

cing proof that could be desired that a government of the Popular
:

Front is no better
than any other bourgeois government, that it runs,the machinery of the state in the in-
torests of the capitalist class and not in the interests of the prolet

:

ariat. Of course’

a liarxist needs no such proof, beceuse he understands the nature of the state, but ever

this striking demonstration is not enough to convince the blind followers of the blind
leader, Stalin, for in the course 0nt f the final debate in the Chember of Deputies befor®

tho rosignetion of the Chautemps cabinet, tho "Communists" declared that in order to

seva tho Popular Front thoy would refrain from voting againgt tho govornmont. Waoroup®”

Chautaups contomptuously gavo than back thoir freedom of action, knowing full woll th

by harnessing than
1

solvos to tho bourgeois chariot thoy hed lost ell cepa i

pondent actions They ned succooded in diverting tho workc
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. new government could be f dsd qf a = G{1O D6 I0ormed withow aan - gooisie.

t their assistance, so much the better for

t is not only in the politicel £3 ;: : political field that the Pophlar Front has botreyed the work-
ven in theo day~to=-de :

ree E y day sconnm of hy : LGerse 1 mic struggle for better working conditions it has let
them downs The gains resulting from the gone i f i

u
n the general strike f w ‘se i

pe wore halled by Gholh LinedENN 8 e following Blum’g assumption of

Svory Marxist knew then that thos ;
a victory for the Popular Front. Of course

1 t those. gains werc achieved not because of the Popular Front,
ut in spite of it Now. he - . i 3 ULE

but ifSPOlu 7, howover, there is ovidonce, obvious enough to snyono who is not
ito doad, tha )

4

3 Cg !A : t oven in tho economic strugglo “he Populer Front plays into tho hands of
tho bossos. Thus . t ; Eas : i Awo loarn from "fe Tutto Ouvrioro® (Paris odition) of 11.11.37 that as
far back as last March organisati 3

3 :

‘ rgenisations of auployors woro meking plans for o now =collective action to break strikes.
Nf g plans . now typ

g
The manufacturers in eny one industry agreed to

Shee DaEveE hte orders of any member firm whose workers wers on eit to re-
wR es HEE %: one year after the end of the. strike, from seeking to capture the

as gi 0x 1 SOpOTRIi entered, to take over supplios, ordorocd by tho affected

7 us iL ues
not be delivered on account of the strike, and so ons The whol egal crs

agr 5 co-operate in tho schame, The object of the agreement was to reduce to & mini=
mum he after-effects of a strike, and therofors to increase the employers’ resistance to
collective action by the workers. Naturally the govermment hed full kriowledge of theso
plans, but it did absolutely nothing to prevent their exocution. Indeed, it worked in
exactly the opposite direction, by trying to prevent the workers from defending themsel-
ves by the only means at their disposal, short of the revolution, that is by general
strikes within the affected industries.

The lessons of the Popular Front are as clear as daylight. But will the French
workers learn them: in time to avoid the catastrophe of fascism? The answer to this ques-
tion will depend on %wo mein factors. The first is Stalin. The collapse of the Popular
Front imposes on him the necessity for devising s new turn. Up to the time of writing
(three days after the resignation of Chautemps) no new orders have been issued, forthe
press reports that the C.P. refuses to support eny government containing individuals or

parties who do not accept the principle of the Popular Front. But that is not surpris-
ing, for Stalin hag no clear political principles, and he must tlierefore adopt a "wait
and see’ policy for the lime being.

: § Hr

Unless he dissolves the Comintern and abandons the French Communists to their owm

devices, there are only three cecursaes orci to Stalin. He must either turn to the right,
or to the left, or remain exactly where ne ise. It is unthinkable that he should abandon

the C.P., for that would mean the sacrificing of his most effective counter-revolutionary
weapon. It would mecan that tho moro militant members of the C.P. would bo froe to rosumo

tho rovolutionary struggle. Above aiid ath would moon a striking defeat in his long bot-
tle against *Trotskyiem®.

0f the remaining courses a turn to the left would be almost equally dangerous, for
that would involve concessions to Marxism, and would open the way to a united front be~

tween the Bolshevik-Leninists and a dissetis fied section of the C.P. with ths object of

taking direct action against fascism. On the other hand, the growing discontent end mil-

itancy of the masses will force the leaders of the C.P. to adopt a more leftward policy

or to find themselves at the head of g party that has no members. Stalin is placed, &s

a result of his own criminal policy, between two forces that are pulling him in opposite
directions at the seme time.

should he resist hoth forces and stand gtill ~~- and in view of the enormous dif f-

iculties attending & swing either to the right or to the left that is the lize of least |

resistence =~ then the C.F. will either have to defy him end withdrew from the Comintern, |

or to continus its absurd policy of refusing to support anything bub anall-Popular Front |

government alter cuch a government has been proved to be impossible. Deeply ingrained

habitg of slavish subservience meke the former course exceedingly unlikely. But the al-

ternative would play directly into the hands of the fascists, for the Redicel and Soc-

ieligt parties will undoubtedly find some moans 0% composing their dif ferences with the

Right. We may then expoct to see & vigorous drive agoinst the organisations 4a |

ing class. The preparations for a fascist coup will proceed unhindered, a it i
succeeds, tho Frenco=Sovi.ot pact will be denounced , and tho fruits ofesPolicy will crumblo into dust in his bands. Tho Soviet Unionwill bo complotely isolatod,

ready to falla proy to tho fascist robbers surrounding ite 4

FTEs

& buon bo. the rig day canlu-dupsanin bulne [BE ERY.CEEaStalin is iu the wnenvisble position of being unable tO make sny HOVE, MEHISHE BH

at 811, wignous facing disaster. It 18 “ohockuate®. The metephor from Hei i po ger
B.C :

i ~
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&pbroprizte, for Stalin has, during the ast bap JERR LLa : ee :
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capitalist countries merely as pawns in his game aginst world adik by hy
lying on their full power of attacks The result 18 that he has 10S b » Bry

is now facing defeat.
ence is exceedingly

the C.P., the situation in Fr ;

tariat from @ crushing
;

: : : x 16
grave, and only the promptest possible action will save the pro e
Stent. The best thing that could happen would be for the C.P. to break with Stelin at

once, and come to an immediate agreement with the Bolshevik-Leninists on the basis of an

active revolutionary programme. of course such a move cannot possibly como from the top.

Thorez and company have travelled too far along the road of botrayol. But if it como

from the ronmk and file the prospocts would be distinctly good. Failing that, it is cor=

tain that many workers will become confused and apathetic. Somo will join our party, and

wo are confident that they will do so in incroasing numbers &s time goos On. But that is

just the crux of the matter. Time is short, terribly short. The capitalists have not

boon asleep during cll thosc months whon Stalin wes fooding opiates to tho workocrs. And

this brings us to the second important factor in the situation.

Whatever course is adopted by

The difficulties in the way of foming a stable government are 80 colossal that it
is almost certain none will be formed, thet is, none that cen last more then & few days,

or a few woeks at the most. But the bourgeois state cannot exist without & government,

and if one way of getting one feils, then another must be tried. The democratic parlia~

mentary way, useful as it was wile capitalism wes in the ascendent, is no longer reliab-

le in this revolutionary era, and the logical consequenco of its unreliability hos el=

roady been realised and acted upon by tho bourgeoisio of sevorel European countrioss It
would be shoor folly to imagino that tho capitalists of Franco aro moro stupid or moro

humone than the capitalists of other countries, f Wliberty, equality,

fraternity® they will refrain from scrapping the ma

proved to be obsolete, and & menace to their profits.
punct ion, as it was scrapped in Italy and Germany.

chinery of gove
They will scrap it without com-

Tt obviously cannot be done by Wconstitution-

al" means, as in Germany, for there is no freak party that can be paid to deceive the

masses into giving absolute power to the bourgeoisie. The failure of the attempted coup

d'etat of February; 1934, shows thet it’ cannot be done by a simple "march", on the capi-
tel, as in Italy. There remains only ohe way, and that is civil war. The discovery of

the Cagoulard plot shows that preparations for this are already far advenced. But it
must not be supposed that the mere discovery of the conspiracy means that it is checked,

The real leaders have not been arrested, and it is almost certain that they never will

be, at least not before the revolution. They are therefore still free to accumulate the

instruments of war. Even if they are arrested, the conspiracy will not be ended, for it

is the product not of a criminal gang, but of a whole class engaged in a life ond death

struggle. It will be carried on and matured, even while the police continue to stumble

across new stores of ammunition, and arrest the unfortunate dupes who are paid to look

after them.

But how is this to be accomplished?

It is impossible, without a&ccess to the inner councils of the bourgeoisie, to pre-

dict ‘when zero hour will strike, but it must be soon or not at all. For the capitalists
dare not wait until the Btalinist poison has ceased to parelyse the workers; they dare

not allow the proletariat to take the initiative. If the workers attack they will do

so in the full consciousness that they are entering on & revolutionary Bot 1e from
which not even Stalin will be able to deflect them, and they will arouse oomat sym"

pathy and support of workers in other lands. But if the capitalists strike first ther |

= sepfe chance Sy will be able to deceive the workers into thinking
|

y are fighting in a war between f i te :

will follow the same course asne She vlet
Li elTE oy been fooled and fuddled by Stalinism, a grim ra

all band of revolutionaries, wh :
: ke

ers to iit \
who are se wor

el SH i a anevaly Be of them, and ig Th — =
] ;

or chains to bind tho workers before thoy 6 — 0 4 a outcomeare awake. An e :
y there will be no egc rom e S50

: ape 8 new world war in which thUnion, the first workers' state, will stand pb against the combi ; f orined forces of ¢*%°talisms If the revolutio i

: nari i i i

ConteFis OF nono
©s Win, it will be the dawn of the worl revolution, b

XAXKXXKXKLXXR

a HEIKKX XR XXX XXLXKK

SUBSCRIBETO'THESPARK'™

——



-13~
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1The more op pressive and i» ¥ tyran nie 5 a) ovar rha Gov nment , the more itrs evel the smallest woice of or{ORS Td 3\ ; : 40 leism. Mh A ,

oye aimed against t) Sme The more the ruline 4

A 8 @ Bantu, the more it demands
18 ruling class arms itself with

atime absolute obedience and quiet from iteval
) .The address of Professor DDT. Jabavu %

¢ a tired man, a hopeless speech, a gp
:

day

&l bacomes the rule of

0 the All African Convention wag the speechol
2]

5 \¥ 3 i . »

them to take any action. Jabavu ended rp Las neither informed the listeners. nor led
putual respéct and wnity. Fine hn hy & plee for education, honesty, Shades
speoch dealt with, among

o : §, al)of them, but quite empty. But be
:

) : § other things, a matter not yet settled oea Centsei ofthe rulers and because th
\

8 speech opposed the inter
therulerd tad bac

16 intoerosts of the rulers on i
:

3 y 10r many long years an able servant of the rulers, was nriad; 3 { -

The Governn oh Jesides rechkeat the threo Acts of the last two years, has built a modern

prosbatatis CouRehLL wh
10 prac & prison comploto with a sports field, tho Native Ro=

Toad 34k: Pes nba
» Whoro tho Bantu cam, if they shut thoir eyes very tightly, play ond

Te And with tho holp of Jabavu and all tho would-be Jabavus, the Godlos,
Dubos, KaunosbEkEs Government has nicely rounded up the Bantu into its prison, mn

ail AkBhd out shouting, neatly and peacefully, in fact, as if it were doing the |
8 Kindnesss But, to keepthewheels of capitalist economy and domination eae and more victims are needed: Capitalism has swacezed the Bantu of the Union

Erie Ih 88 used upand destroyed generation afte: genoration of the people and must
now get now supplies. And tho threo Protoctoratos lie close at hand. « 2

or

The Government needs the Protectorates. It needs them not only for economic reas=
ongy as sources of more cheap labour for Capitalism, but also for political reasons, to
show the Dutch farmers that Fusion can deliver the goods, can bargain successfully with
the Mother of Imperialists, and to show them that Malan can gain nothing for them.

Will Britain give Fusion the Protectorates! The answer ist yes. But the question FE

remains: when?! And that is what the little squabble is about. Hertzog and Co. demand

immediate delivery, preferably before the coming Elections: Britain delays, and, most
cunningly, uses as en excuse for delay the fact that the Bantu of the Protectorates were
promised consultation before any change would be mada in their stetus. Rveryone knows of

course that this pramise isafter all only a aseeo promise end that it means no more and
no less than nothing. Already this promise has been ignored -- in 1927 when the Protec-
torates, without consultation with the Bantu, wore handed over from the Colonial Office B

to the Dominions Office. The South African Government and Britain both know that the
former will receive the coveted territory, naturelly, at & prico, but the South African
Governmant is grieved that Britain uses a pramise, which both know will not bo kept, in
order to put off the joyful day. (From the standpoint of the Imporialists, this borders
near rascality.)

d Co. are more than annoyed whén ‘objections arc reisod
0 objoctions strongbhon Britain's dolaying geme. Tho ob-
from within Britain and from’ South Africa.- Within Brit-

ein, tho humenitariens, tho philanthropists, those interested in cborigines end whatnot,

tne liberals, feel thot unloss at lédst samo safo-guard be improvised for the benofit of

tho Protectorate Bantu, their consciencé will bo prickode (Conscience is,one of tho

lossor valuable by-products of old, wealthy, a Tapaylapd alps i dpabdon emporked

nd oan always be lulled ‘to’quietby a few gpl: wordg, by & promises)

And, obviously, Hertzog an
to tho handing-ovor bocauso thos
joctions como from two sources,

gouth Africaare leas articulate, 0f course no section of the
the South Africen Labour Party to the defunct Stallardites, 1s

g the protectoretes. All in fact are licking their lips in
is not so oftenheard

The objections from
 Ruropean population, from

. really opposed to receivin L

icipati sec ti toh. ig none theless roel because it :

anticipation. The ob jection which. 1 Jo And, that is vhy Professar.Ja-
: t and tha Protectorates, And, that, 580

pranpted by & concern for the welfare of their inhabit-
tn,

5 58.
6

of man=-powar’s.c.sFoTy ghculd the Protectorates
fo Lr by & GeaA fawn BES ge that they would receive better

transferred, what reason have the Netives to suppose
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1 esses of language” and tj

to "exc
1 be (Jabavu) bluntly thay

y tel : id > do & grave disservice to tpg
fined itself

1 oblige
er is

"A Native Extremist" (11), modestly con
curgcies" before thundering out, "And We fee 5to mislead the Convention in this wholesale me

native cause".
and they went them badly, ang tha

quickly, let out & peeps against it, The |
don't like anyone, not even faithful old iA nore they fer criticisms
more oppressive and tyrannicel they &re, ien, it 1s true, not :

; 1 ghake .slightly shows this very plain)And Jabavu is still their faithful servant f his Address y
so sure of himself, but still faithful. vie Lp i vines" commented on the rest g¢

W nor few kind wordgnave said &and it is significant that neither the
ing questions that faced thehis speech. This was not quite fair.

about the statesmanlike wey in which Jabavu ev
Convention?

1dSurely they shouy
aded the burn

the problem of its relations with ang
The central problem before the Convention, ; Athin the prison, an

attitude to the Native Representative Council, the sports fa er piand

flowing from this, the attitude of the Convention to the who istructure of oppression now completed, this central problem os
vu. He said, "We then (at the last Convention : th
the substitute of an admittedly emasculated frenchi franchise branded with infer-
iority, withresultsall too well knwon by now". (

tirely evaded by Jabg-

With this ambiguous, loose, empty and meaningless Pie BiSEINE we |

well known by now" b i
g, runs awe rom e ¢ fore |

y now", Jebavu passes over, 1gnores, y Dose Tabsithe Convention. What are these "results all too well known by now"?
,Jab ¢ eo series of Acts, that es-of these results? Is Jabavu for or against the Act, part o 1franchise now enjoyed bytablished the Native Representative Council? Jabawu calls the

the Bantu an “emnsculated” one, an "inferior" one, but he says not a word about strugg-
ling against ite Why did he not tell the Convention openly that now it is an appendage
of the Native Representative Council, that now the Convention has, sO far as he cam sce,
no right to on independont existonce?

:

’ ws
2 n

¥

:

Jebavu is against the segregation policy of the Govermiient. He correctly calls the
Netive Laws Amendment Act & "most condemnable Act shot through and through with rabid:
anti-African prejudice and repression, an Act probably unparallelled in Christendom or in
pagan despotism for ruthless injusticessss" Good, or at least, as good as can be ex-.
pected. What then can be done?! What does Jabavu say can be done? Jabavu appeals to
Great Britainl He says:

"Remember that the Union Government is now an out-and-out independent country
from Englend. It is cble to do just what it likes with us without being answer-
able to Bnglend. It has full power to dispossess us of our vote, as it did last
Y6BFaessseses In granting this unlimited freedom to the Union Government, England
acted mepgnanimously, in the belief that this sacred trust would be used in a& Chris-
tian manner, but was manifestly outwittedbythesuperior political adroitness, of
our localpoliticiens. The result we all know to our cost. Neverthelessthepre-/
sent demend by South Africae for the Protectorates, gives England the oriviice
oxemine and approve or castigate tho Native policy of the Union Govorhmeriy a )

cause if the Protectoratos are handed over, the Native chiefs and their ERwill automatically losc their present freedom of "Indirect Rule", los: Reha
rights of owing the land they dwell on, fall under the Hoonln 7 PRS olAct with its harrowing horrors, be forced to undergo the reprossi

SUEiLaws, be subjocted to tho Native Servants' Contract Lee on eetiand humiliating ordinances that England knowsnothingabout", (Gus suaircaa

Miagnanimous Englend outwitted by our local politici eoist robber, is not only magnanimous..... She is choMia England, Inpering
the "many unpleasant end humiliating ordinances" deviged by th

Bs ee A. op
class. Poor magnanimous end ignorant Englandlll ghe a LR South African ruling ;

not aware of what is going on end the local politicigng Ca shes the papers. She 15
have succeeded not only in Moutwitting" England, but have aaPllived her of breiltongue.

Jebavu protests against the transfer of the Protectorate: Sewill exercise "the privilege to examine and approve op
the Union Government". He hopes that Britain, as herptorates, will demand that Hertzog and Co. modify {heir
wards the Bantu. A vain hope and a deception! And pe
the people. Tho groatoer the axploitation of the Bantu,

He hopes that Engl
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driven out of the government, under the threat of. the withdrawal of Soviet material aid
if this were not carried through. Impelled thus by necessity rather than by its own

clear will, the P.0.U.M. has again turned toward the revolutionary path, and now cells
for a break with the policies of the Peoples' Front, the transformation of the war into a
revolutionary war, and the building of workers' power.

The reply of the Peoples' Fronters to the new turn of the P.0.U.i. toward a revolu-
tionary course has not been long in coming. Busily re-constituting the Loyelist Army un-=

der a unified command on a bourgeois basis, the leaders of the Pooplos' Front declare
that tho insistoncc of the P.0.U.l. on & rovolutionary war provos it the military as wall
as politicel ally of Franco. Tho Liedrid radio station of the P.0.U.i. is raided and shut
down; its journals cro supprossed; o "Peoplcs' Tribunal" consisting of four judges, ono

fram the Stalinists, onc Socialist, and two from the "loft ropublicen" pertios, is ap-
pointod to try tho P.0.U.i. londors for troason tnd "countor-rovolution”. Tho campaign
for tho physical annihilation of tho P.0.U.i., wador tho whip of tho Stalinists, contin=
ually mounts, ond is chockod only by tho rosistanco it moots from tho rank and filo of
the militia and the workers' mass orgenisations. There should be no surprise. Such also
wes the reply of the reformists in Germany to Luxemburg and Liebknecht. The policy of
class colleboration, of the Peoples' Front, can no more endure the proletarian revolution ]
than the counter=-revolution of fascism. \

XX XX X X X

Chapter VIII

THE PEOPLES' FRONT IN THE UNITED STATESeen om.
1.

The Peoples! Front has not, of course, advanced as far in the United States as in
France or Spain. In the formal sense, there is not yet in the United States an estab-
lished "Peoples' Front". The United States is not faced with a, developing revolutionary
crisis, as is France, nor is it in the midst of a Civil War, as is Spain. Though the
historical issue for tho United States, as is the casc for ovory nation at tho presont
timo, is socialism vs. capitalism, though only tho workcrs' rovolution and socialism can
solve ovon a singlo ono of the mejor probloms facing Unitod Statos cconomy; novortholoss
the issuc is not yot poscd in terms of the immediate struggle for statc power. Tho Amor-

icon proletariat is still faced primerily with tho morc clomentary immediate demands: tho
struggle for the right to orgenise, for industrial unionism, for the exercise of demo-

cratic rights generally, for a powerful trade union and unemployed movement, for relief
and union conditions, for a conscious mass revolutionary party of struggle. .

But just as the issue of state power can be settled in favour of the proletariat
only by the independent revolutionary class struggle of the workers, and is lost for the
proletariat through the reformist strategy of the Peoples' Front; in the same way, at the
more elementary stages, the interests of the proletariat can be served only by the appro-
priate methods of class strugglo, and arc fatally undorminod by tho class collaboration=

2

ist methods of the Peoples' Front. The Peoples' Front in this country, seeping into the ¢

labour movement under the sponsorship of the Communist Party, has made considerable head=- $

way; and already its disastrous effects are becoming apparent in a dozen fields.
24

Tp to the present, the best known end most conspicuous result of the Peoples' Front
strategy emerged during the 1936 election campaign. From the point of view both of the
gocial composition of his support and likewise of the political content of his programme,
Roosevelt was in ef fect a Peoples! Front candidate. No one could doubt that he was a
staunch and outstanding defender of capitalist democracy, nor that the bulk of the pro-
letariat, the farmers, and the lower strata of the rest of the middle classes, were sol-
idly behind him. Thus the upholders of the Peoples' Front ideology found themselves,
willingly or unwillingly, driven into the Roosevelt camp: either openly, as was the case
with many, or, like the Communist Party itself, through a back-hended and ambiguous for-
mula.

The Qommunist Party was compelled to define the issue of the campaign as “Progress
vs. Reaction", "Democracy Vs. Fascism". It had to discover the forces offascism in the
"Landon-Hearst-Liberty League" combination. It was then required to raise as the central
slogan, "Defeat Landon at all costs"! And the only realistic interpretation of this slo-
gan -= the interpretation which the majority of even its own sympathisers made -- was to
vote for Roosevelt. Browder admits quite openly that this was the central direction of
the Stalinist campaign. In his post-election analysis of the elections, Biadhg
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Central Committee of the party, he boasts as follows: "The first objective was the de-
feat of Landon. This was sccompiished to a degree far surpassing all expectations«esse..
this aim we shared with the largest number of people..... Without exaggerating our role
in bringing about this result, we can safely say that the weight of each individual Com=

munist in the struggle was far higher, many fold, than that of the mambers of any other
political group in Amorica®. Ho apologisos at longth for tho nominally indopondont Com=

munist Party tickot that was in tho fiold. If only "a national Farmor-Labour partyssese
nad "docidod to place Roosovelt at tho hoad of tho tickot nationcdlyscsss Would wo havo

rofraincd from putting forward our own indcpondont tickots and supported tho Farmor-Lab=-

our party ticket even with Roosevelt at the head? TI venture to say that under such eir-
cumstances we would almost surely have done so®.

w

In point of fact, this was done in many localities either by the Communist Party
officially, or by individual party memb ers. In Mimmesota, Washington, california, the
Stelinists supported Farmer-Lebour and “progressive coalitions with no criticism of the
fact that Roosevelt headed their tickets. In New York, the Stalinists gave full support
to the American Labour Party, which entered the election campaign -- as its leaders open=

ly declared =-- only to gather labour votes for Roosevelt. Individual Communist Party
members joined the American Labour Party, and spoke from its platforms in support of
Roosevelt.

The Peoples' Front policy dictates a wholly anti-Marxist analysis of Roosevelt. He

cen no longer be treated as the chief executive for the dominant class. Criticism of him

cen only suggest that he is not responsive enough in carrying out the "peoples' mendate" ,

that he cannot be relied on to take progressive steps unless a certain amount ofpressure
against him is generated. Even when, efter the elections were safely under his belt,
Roosevelt, at the bidding of his masters, ruthlessly cut the WPA rolls, even in the light
of Roosovelt's attitude toward the auto strikes, the Stalinist criticism must remain mild
and "loyal". The Communist Party, having abandoned the revolutionary aim of the over-
throw of capitalist society, becomes the "party of Twentieth Century Americanism"; its
purpose as defined by the Peoples’ Front, is to function within the framework of demo-

cratic capitalism, as a reformist “pressure group”. It must strive to become “respect-
able", to ingratiate itself with the class enemy: to show that in return for vague pro=
mises of friendship for the Soviet Union and polite words against fascism, it is willing
to do its part in smothering the class struggle and guaranteeing the protection of bour-
geois democracy &gainst the threat of proletarian revolution.

:

Ci
A reformist political line cannot be isolated into any supra-mundane sphere of

"pure politics". It must show its of fects on every arena of the class struggle. We thus
find during the past two years & cumulative development of the Peoples' Front strategy &s

applied to Communist Party activities in the trade unions and unemployed organisetions.
We may be sure that during the coming months this development will be carried unprece- i

dented steps further. The basis of the Peoples! Front is class collaboration; and we i

know from past experience of reformism what this means on the trade unionfield.
Are the reactionary trade union bureaucrats agents of the class enemy within the

working class? Do their policies act as the major brake to militant class consciousness
within the unions? This is what Marxism has always taught, but no one could possibly
learn this from the most detailed study of recent Stalinist literature. Nowhere is thers
any explanction of, or even reference to, the social function of the trade union buredu-

'oracy. At the most, there is occasional personal criticism of some action too gross to
ignore; but even this is kept to & minimum, in the interests of currying favour with the

*,  meximum number of the bureaucrats.
SES

SES

SP

The policy of class collaboration forces the Stalinists to abandon more ana more
the fighting struggle for economic demands, and through that struggle the raising of the
level of class consciousness, for the attempt to come to agreements with the bureaucrats,
to settle disputes through deals behind the scenes, to rely on governmental arbitration
boards end mediators. The Stalinist work in the unions must be subordinated to the great
aim of achieving in this country a mess, classless Peoples' Front. To secure the adher-
ence of a union to a Negro Congress, Or an American League Conference, or & Farmer-Lab-
our-Progressive what-not, or a Social Security As sembly is far more important than to get

it to prepare and win a militant strike.
:

The results are already widely present within the labour movement, though not yet
so widely recognised. In the WPA git-downs, the Stelinists and the supervisors together
explain why the workers must be peaceful and go home. In Pennsylvania, the Stalinists
declare that the new policy for the Workers! Alliance must abandon strikes &s a method

for "settling disputes". At the January unemployed demonstration in Washington, not a



mi] Bw

single militant slogen or banner was permitted; the whole demonstration was directed to=
ward the achievement of a friendly chat with the relief authorities. In the Federation
of Teachers, the general fight against the Boards of Education is deprecated, dual orgen-
isations (such as the Techers' Guild in New York) are met with conciliation, and the open
struggle against the A.F.of L. Executive Council and for the C.I.O. principles ’is shunted
aside. In the Cefateria Workers, there is disclosed an ironbound alliance between the
Stalinists and the older racketeers. The furriers, the wild men of the Third Period,
turn respectable, and devote their energies against the progressives and revolutionaries
in the union. Ben Gold, who as leader of the furriers roared for five years like an un-
tamable lion, now speaks like the mildest lamb. In the United Textile Workers, the Stal-
inists at the Convention come to the rescue of the reactionary officials. On the Pacific
Coast, among the Maritime Unions, the Stalinists last year first tried to put over the
I.5.U. proposals on the Seilors, then attamptod to head off tho strike, thon insistod
that it bo dolayod until aftor tho oloctions (so as not to injuro Rooscvelt); and in tho
ond woro forestallod only by the militont stand of the Scilors' Unions

This trend will continue and increase. The Communist Party, under the banner of
the Peoples! Front, now functions in the unions more and more as a reactionary force, and

the progressive movement in the unions will have to be built not along with but in large
measure against it.

These conclusions are impressively supported by the
to the A.F.of IL. - C.I.0. struggle. At the present time,
the progressive movement in the unions must proceed in accor
for industrial unionism; for organisation of the basic mass industries;
struggle policy; for trade union democracy. Every one of these slogans,
ually or together, dictates repudiation of the policies end course of the A.F.of L. bur-
ecucracy, and determined, though of course critical, support of the C.I.0. This follows
not becauso the C.I.0. Gs et present constituted end with its prosont lcedcership is tho
suf fici ant cnswor to the necds of the workors (indocod, through its fundamontol class coOl-

it acts evon now ond will inloborationism ond its violation of intra-union democracy,
the futuro incroasingly act countor to tho ncods of tho workers), but bocausc in tho
light of tho roal ond actual conditions of tho prosont, the directionof the C.I.0. is
the direction of advance for the labour movement, just as the direction of the A.Foo0f i.
of ficialdom is the direction of decay and disintegration. AS against the A.F.of L. bur-

support the C.I.C.therefore, Marxists must, whole-heartedly and unambiguously,
t compatible with progressive trade unionism.

dance with the basic slogans:
for a class
taken individ-

egucracy,
Only such an ettitude is at presen

The Communist party policy for the next period, however, is formulated around the
single slogan of “unity". "We shell", Browder seys in the report already referred to,
"redouble our efforts in the fight for trade union unity, for the unity of the American
Federation of Labour.... We think that it would be harmful if any unions were: divided,
one section going to the C.I.0., the other to the A.Fe0f Less... under no conditions do we

carry thet fight on in such a way as to make a split in that union.... For example, in
the probable organisation of some sections of heavy machinery, we will have the problem
of whether these new unions shall go into the Machinists or into some of the other unions,
whether it be the Amel game ted Association, or what not. Generally, we have been clear on

this last question. We refused to use our forces to carry sections of newly organised
workers away from the jurisdictional claims of the Machinists Union over into some of the
industrial unions, where there was a fear that this would intensify rivelries and sharpen
the split".

(To be continued)
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