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HOW REFORMISM FIGHTS FASCISM

T e motre - . - ‘-—,-—‘_—--—-—“' . -——— — ——-—

The coming General Elections, which =-- if nothing happens to disturb the expected

course of events == are to take place in May, will be. a ftrial of strength only between i
the ruling classes themselves. The greater part of the exploited, being deprived of the
frenmchise, will not take part in the elections at all. The rest of the exploited, who do
possess the franchise, will consciously or unconsciously support one or other party of
their exploiters. There is no question ol an independent working-class party with an in-

/ dependent working-class policy participating in these electiong. . There is no question of
attacking, of challenging the rule of the bourgeoisies | :

been, for a bigger share of the spoils. Politically this finds its' expression today in
South Africe, as almost everywhere else, in the alternative of gn open or a disguised
dictatorship of the bourgevisie, in fascism or bhourgeois cemocracy. In any case, it dg
for the bourgeolsis & friendly bout, more for the form than for the substence. - But not
so for the exploited, for whom the alternative is of life or deathe. The history of- the
last ten to fifteen years has beeén & succession of victories for Fascism and pf_defe&ts
for the proletariat which was slready on the defensive; anc WAerse the working class hes
entrusted the defence of its democratic rightS'(sodearly won by a.century.of.strugglef)
to the bourgeoisie or to the Reformists, the agents of the bourgeoisie in the workers'
ranks, invariably the working clasgs has lost 1ts democraticirichts and its weapons of

gel f-defence, and his beon ‘reduced’ to’ @ slavery statuss . oi0TTOD WO e e i ot

The conflict between different sections of the ruling clesses is, as it has always

J As the General Elections in the Union come nearor, we heer more often snd more
loudly the familier cry: "Fight Fascismi” Uniortunately, the danger of Fascism, waich
will be utilised as an election cry by the politicians on the ¥left", is not an empty
threat, but the bitter present reelitye. Sternly the question arises: What are the chan-
ces for a successful fight against Fascism in douth Africe? Whaet are the forces that
will fight Fasciam? The expression itself -- "Fight Fascism® -- has been so &abused and
misuged, that it is almo st neoessary.to consider the fundamental meaning of the word :
Wfight" (to contend in battle, to maintain by fighting),'and tostart from that meaning. :
Our question concerming the chances of a successful fight ageinst Fascism 1s the mcre
appropriate waen we congsider that in the past the struggle-against Fascism has been con-
ducted by the Reformists; end as no clear perspective for the future is possible without

an examination of the past and present, we must enter upon & searching enquiry of how

Reformism has in the past fought Fagcism, beth in general and; more particulerly, in

south Africa.

Reformism was always essentially e tool of the bour

t renks of tha proletariat: Tt was of ine

therefore was incalculably harmiul
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So it happened in Germany Wwi
quently in every country where Capitelism disCE 13 knaves ©O
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the fraud of democracy was being uncovered, an gnexpec:'tee,
-called Communist pParties, or, more corrgctly, the Stal-
And so we have Now two Internationals; the 2nd .
with the old deceptlon of 4

Worse still, just &
grip on the working masses and
glly came to their aid. The so

inists, joined the renks of Reformisme |
and the 3rd (Comintern), both befuddling the working ma.sses

democracys
T

For five years, ever since the victory of Fascism in+Gerrf\an{,,.the§e..twu..se'ts of 2
Reformists were "fighting" Fascism. And so successful was their ®fight® that today ths q

creater part of Europe and South America 1s already eithor complatoly fascist or will bo
going fascist tomorrowe How could it be otherwlso, when. those who pretond to be leading
the fight against Fascian are either the conscious servants and agents of Capitelism in -
+he renks of the proletariat, or &re unconscious ignoramuses, fools, quackse N2 one can [
]
€

fight a disease while he is afraid to kill the germ and eliminate the root ci the dis-
eag6. Nor can anyone fight & disoego if his diagnosis 1s wrongo Starting fyom wWrong
promises, he cennot come 1O corroct conclusions. 8o successful was tho ®fight™ of the

Roformists of the two Tntornationals that today Wwo hardly know which ccuntry is nov TO=
tolitarian! How could it bo othorwisc, if both sets of Roformists undorstood by tho

"fight against Fascisn” the parliamentary struggle for the preservation of tha present (

capitelist system under the democratic veil. They ocall this the fight for democracyt |
;

We are thus confronted with a tragi-comic spectacle. The capiltalists are £4 ghtangs - |
for the preservation of Cepitelism and the so=called Communists and Socieligts are al so :

fighting for the preservation of Cepitalism. But since, in these stormy times of wars
end revolutions, Fascisun offers & more ef fective and safer method of preserving the G&
itelist system than "Democracy”? puts forward, Capitaelism turns from its slimy svopozétafs \
on the left to the firmer and more reliable supporters on the right. 1t coolly‘aiscards
the veil of Damooracy, so useful in the past, but now outworn and valueless and concol”
trotes on the precious substance of exploitation, profit, rule. 9

And what of the old servants? However much th : ey GOME
crawling back like curs to lie prostrate at their S ?:Zﬁedwﬁiif}"%gid; ik;?.év;im
of his favours They are pitifully crying: “"Fascism is growing ’F&scismg° 2 da;x ;r +0
our civilisation, let us all defend Democracy™. Moreover thi::. 1tiful lsjl ' Eot a9
sddregged to the workers, but to the capitalists. It impiol.es tﬁe | 'tw?.' 18 ot 10

turn to Fescism; it seeks to reassure them of their safety. This icaﬁl a&stslﬁ ;er*’ .
vents, the People's Front in France, the Labour Party in Britai s how the o ‘ |
"fighting" Fescisml v in, and the rest, 8¢

Thoée for whom Marxism is & science for stu e
. ; : udy and resea , : ol WP
derlies the problem of how to change Society., a serious scienzzh;nghzgicwnce wh:;zx 9B
pty ?hrases and ﬂ}? betrayal of the working class, those who are 2 icover £ g&pw
italist masters, or corrupted by Stalin end his clique, know why countr:'y 2:1-,1;?021&1’&"7
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turns fascist, know the causc of all thoso defoats of the working classe. Thoy know 8180
that, so long &s the workers continue to follow ‘the Reformists of either the 27nd or the
3rd International , they will witness more and more of these defeats, because Fa.scigm
scannot be fought, and gt ill less can it be defeated, without a olear understanding of its
~ause and a determined attack upon the roots of the system which. breeds this diseaso; and
bocause Fascism cannot be defeated by parlitmentary methods, by parliamentary mo joritios,
by the Pooplo's Front, by class collaborotion; and, in short, bocause the real fight
aghinst Foscism 1s & rovolutionary struggle for tho ovorthrow of Capitel 1sme

X X X X &K K X

Even more ridiculous than in Europe has been the "fight" againsi the growth of
Fascism in South Africa. Numerous short=-lived Anti-Fascilst organisations here heve rals-
ed the cry: "Fascism is the enemy of democracy. Fascism must be defeated", and has re=
peated it so often during the last few years that it has become a sterile commonplace.

At the outset & group hero and thero would be roally oxcited by this orye. But as it ro-
nained & mere phrase, as those who used it as part of their daily stock in trade did not
mesn business, it graedually'became stale, too stale to excite anyone. The same thing
~hes happened to the cry of imminent war. In spite of the fact that all but the utterly

ignorant are aware that war is at our doors, that war (and by war today is megnt @ world

war) mey break out any dey, in spite of this the alarm of "Miart" is not producing the

least excitement. Simply because people have resignod themsolves to tho idea that war

is unavoidablo and possimistically suppose that nothing can bo dono obout ite How much

moro is this truoc in tho mattor of Fascisml = For, whilo all, oxcopt the big bourgeoisio

and cortain sections of the middle bourgeoisie, do not wint war ond are mortully‘qfraid'
. of & new World War, this cernot be said concerning the fear of Fascism, even by the
createst stretch of imagination. It is agtonishing how few people in South Africa are
aware of what threatens them under & fadcisﬁ:regime,'ihcompafably fewer than those who
know whet the consequences of war will bring upon thems. il i

This may- not be surprising in regard to the petty bourgeoisie, or to the poor
whites, the declassed elements, the'ldmpen'p;oletariat,.who”herég.gé everywhere, have
fallen an eagy prey 1o demagogic fascist propagenda. But whet about the workers, par-
ticularly the white workers, who ha.ve mnrégiﬁan“anybnb olse to lose by & victory of Fas-
cism? The black proletariat, which is already in 8. state of semi-glavery, supplying in-
den tured labour in the mines, on the famms, on the roads, without the right to move,
without the right to strike, without the right to combine in trade unions, without the
vote, without freedom of speech, without ‘the right to hold meetings, caught in & net of
most brutal laws (Master and Servents Act, Tax and Pass Laws, Riotous Assemblies' Act,
Urban Areas Act, etcs), which are in all rospocts fascist laws, tho black prolectariat 1is
so opprossed and exploitod thoet even & Fascist Dictatorship could hardly meko thoir pos=-
ition vory much worsoc. But what ebout the white workers? Are they aware of the threat-

ening catastrophe?

They have been told by their "Labour® leaders that thiS'cannot happen here, be-

ceuse the damocratic tradition is too deeply rooted in the people of South Africa for a

fogcigt victory to be possiblel They have been told that, if only the trouble-mekors,

. the Communists, would koep quiet, Fascism would dio avey naturally, for it 1s Communism

{ that broeds Fascism} Thoy have been told that Fascism in South Africa consists only, of
the fow Grey Bhirts in tho pay of Hitlor and Gormeny, that it is only an imported growth
alien to South African soil, and that there is no future for it. For years these Labour

4 Party'leaders and ‘Trade Union leaders have songoled themselves and fed their'follbwars

] with these fallaciess

But in ‘the neantime Fascism has been steadily gaining ground and growing. It is
no longer confined to Grey Shirts; Black Shirts and Orange Shirtse It is no longer con-
fined to & few hotheads in the Nationalist Partye. It @asfgrowQ'to enoxrmous dimensions.
It is here, there, and everyvheres It is in the Government party just as it 1s in Mal-~-
an's party. It is in the country and it is in the towns. It has settled itself frmly
§  in the Universities and in the High Schools, in the Cultural Societies and in Religious
#f bodies, in the Farmers' Associations and even in the Trade Unions. Fescist propgganda
is mede openly from University chairs and from Church pulpits, by Administrators of Pro-
vinces and by Ministers Of‘the Crown.' Tt has a stronghold in the Government itgelf.

The present Prime Minister is'undisguisedlj"sympathetic.to‘it.j His son is an open Fas-
cist; and so is the oft-acclaimed future Prime Ministor, the present Minister of the

| key-departments of Defenco, Railways;'Airways,_communic&tidns, who is diligently pre-

~§ poring militerised hordes in his Bpecial Sorvico Battalions. Tho Roformists point to

»§ tho Malonitos as the fascist ogros, and this is porfoctly corroct so far as it goos.

«§ But it is not tho whole truth. For, in fact, it is not Malen, but Pirow, who is tho

| Dbudding Hitler of 8outh Africa. A groat, and we might porhaps ovon say tho greater sec=
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In the rank and file of the Reformists there aré some honoittigdlzigililihzho &C}mit
that thie is perfectly true so far as the past 1s concetnfid- J_Buders gre iy uPOSltiOY1
is now changing, that the Labour leaders &and the Trade [.Inlfm' 621 e 'theti)r' P ang
are real ising the need for & bold stand. These honest individuals m wish

the reality. They are idealists and simpletons who' hove not yet grasped the noture of
Reformisme They cannot understand that this misorablo Sout

&+ 0O B e 0O - U &

h African Labour Perty ig not

even theo liboral wing of the bourgecisioc as ‘tho Labour P&rt}’-of Britain is, but is thg Pon
actionary wing of tho bourgooisice They do not porcoivo that 1t has.brokon all reccordg
(oven of "Lebour Perties") for chauvinism, for treachery to the WOI'le.lg"ClaSS cause. j.
mong &ll the legislation directed against the great mass of the explo;ted- and Oppresseq ..
Bantu, Coloured and Indien -- there is no record of a single measure passed by Pa.rliament,
which had not either the initiative and full support of the Labour Party, Or 1ts advergs
criticism because the proposals were too mild for these white chauvinists ‘and haters of
the Native. To expect & change in these Labour leaders, who can boast of 25 years of
faithful service (to Capitalism), a change in such hardened evildoers &s Madeley, Briggs,

Costello, Roche, Boydell, etc., etc., is no longer merely simple-minded. It is the
height of fooligshness.

U.F\H’—l-f—‘-"-“
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The Labour Party has indeed waked up =-- the Elections are approaching, and there ig
& chance to exploit the sentiment of those who are opposed to Fascism and by diligent use
of the slogan, "Fight Fascism in South Africe", to win back some of the lost plums. They
nave started a big el ection campaipgn, a big drive  for the revival of the stinking corpse,
Yot we must give them credit for one thing. Thoy have romeincd truc to the old ipléﬁtt;forrﬁ.,ﬂ
and they have romained truc to their old mgstor,'-:.(}apital.ian. Wha tover happens, t'h':by' will |
sorvo Capltalism to tho bittor end. Thoso who have boon hoping to sec a change in’ th'o‘m,'. '
may think’'our judgment too harsh, perhaps even biassed. But let them look to what these
Lebour leaders stend for today. : S
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The first thing the ho.peful‘ people will be surprised at is that the . Labour Party 1is
not so much concerned with the dan ger of Fascism as with the "da_ng»er,,-,of..; Communism". In
its issue of ,8.1_0._.'37,, "Forward", now the official orgem of the Labour Party, bursts into
1ts heaviest type for extra-bold heedlines: "Address by Leader: Séna;i;:or:,-wB'r"iggs*explaj_ns
how Labour is gtemming tide of Communism". And truly, in this address .to the Tabour Par-
ty Conference in Transvaal, Sena‘to;r Briggs was mainly occupied with the theme that "the
Lebour Party has done much to stem the tide of Communism", snd in showing how it heg done
this "in two ways". Hed we not known from Gonoral Smuts that Communism is today no dan-
gor in South Africe, thet its ranks aroc reduced to o few individuels, we might have .
thought that Cepitalism had assigned to the Labour Party the task of "stemming"the"tide.
of Communism". Stemming the tide! There is a most striking resemblance between '“c)his
gspeech by the "Leader" of the Labour Party and the utterances of Mr. van Rensburg, the
fascist, the Administrator of the Free State. But more important is its relation. to the
proceedings at the Annual Conference of tho Lebour Party, which was held in Johannesburg
on the lst and 2nd of January. At this Conference & "short term" policy for the General

Elections was adopted, and "Forward" reported as follows: |

"This short term programme includes none of the Utopien measures which Socizl -
ists can advocate -- measures which are usually condemned because they are 'Utop-
ian', Rvery point of this ghort term policy is of such & nature thet s cepitalist 4
government could sccept it immediately..... If the people of South Africa return
tl.le S.A.L.P. as the official Opposition -- and there is every indication that they :
Will do so =~ then this Congress gives its solemn pledge to the people that it will
agitate for legislation to be introduced to ensure that these two vitally important‘J
tas%cs will not be neglected.ss.. To strongthen the forccs of Domocrecy in the fight
aga.uflst Na;i_gm.,_ the S.A.L.P. propdses tho following moasuros: (17 e prohibit the
wearing of politicel uniforms; (ii) To prohibit tho importation into South Africae
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of Nazi propagenda literature from Germany and to prehibit the orgenisation of all
movements which have as their openly ceclarad policy the overthrow of the democrat-
ic system and substitution of o dictatorship; (iii) To establish a National Propa=
gande Bureau with speciel powers tC use the radioc sand the Prsss, to bring once &a=
gain the message of democracy and frseedom: (iv) The protection of the right of
minorities from attocks based on veilgious: o racial prejudice®. |

We hove no intention of examining and criticising  this idiotic babble. Woe know
that in the eyes of the S.A.Labour Peruty even tne Relormist programme of & British Labour
Party propoces "“Utopien' measuresi We "know that its brigntest dresm is to be the offic-
ial Opposition in Parliament. 1Ts now measures for comhatiting Fascism &re even more idl-
otic then the old ones. But what stands out. prominently in this ®programme" ies the echo-
ing of the Malanite cry for the suppression of the Communist movement. For this is the
meaning of the second point of their programme, which seeks to prohibit the crgenisation
of all movements &iming at a dictatorship. (Ths Dictatorship of ths Proletariet ig for
the Briggses and Roches more abhorrent even thom Fascism). RS |

It was at this Conference, by the wav. that Mr. Walter Madeley (the Parliementary
leadoer of the S.A.L.P.) said "that the separation policy evolved 27 years ago by the par-
ty was best. The party's native policy was to set the rative veople apert ou thelr own
territory, to develop along their own lines, end keep the country for the white popula-
tion". (Cape Argus, 2.I.38). Meark yous "“To keep iﬁgwcgugﬁggijF“thﬁmﬁhiﬁQ”ERERiéiigﬁf
But again, why be surprised at the S.A.L.P.? They Wwore alwéyﬂ lickspittles and'reptiles
of Capitelism. They are still the same today, and they will be the same when they per-
ish, kicked out by their master. g 7

And now, what about the new converts to Reformism, the Stalinists? They camé craw=
ling on their bellies to the Labour Parvy, hoping desperately to form together & Poople's
Fronte But of course the very idea of assoclating themselves with a Communist party;,
even if the said party completely discarded Communism, Wwas anathoma to the Labour Party
leaders. They were horrified at the thought of so compromising their unstained record
in the eyes of Capitalisn and flatly rejected the offer. still,‘the’StaliniSts had to
follow "the line of the Seventh Congress® and continue by long drawn out efforts the pol-
icy of approach ‘to the Lebour Party. Tn spite of kicks, and sbuse’ from the latter, they
g0 on ‘'shouting, or rather whispering frem feilure of voice and strength: - “Support the
Lebour Party. Help build a powocrful Tebour Party?! Rally all the democratic forces .
round the Labour Party for the defence of Democracy againet the onslaught of Fascism in
south Africal® They swallowed Briggs® hoast about sterming the tide of Communism in
3outh Africa. And they will now swallow the second point of the Labour Party's short
term programme, suggesting the prohibition of all parties which aim ‘at .a dictatorship,
and this would include theé' Communist Party itself? But in honesty the thregt is not ap-
plicable to it, for -the Communist Party (§he St&iinists) no ;konger. aim at a dictatorship

of the proletariat. .:All' they want is the preservaiion of bourgeois democracys Nothing"} ,

today really separates the Communist Party of Scuth Africe from. the Labour Party, except
the question of "the Nefence of the Soviet Union*,kand.that_can be conveniently omitted

during the El_ection Cempaigat

in the only Stalinist organ, ®The Guardian"

30 we need nout be surprised on reading , Guardier
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And so it proceeds to the conclusio e o
are they not Ycomrades in arms® with "Forward®?

every decent-minded citizen®. But then, are 1
They amounced the fact themselves with.Pfld??

E And to these Reformists 1s ontrusted the task of conducting the fight ageinst Fas-
~ cism in South Africal Thoso Who io not understand what Fascism is, those who do not

~ know tho history of tho last twonty-five years, of the class struggle, of the rovolutilon-
 ary movamnont, may think it & mettor of roelly great importence whether the SoA.L.Po will
B ore out of the General Blotdon with their five seatey or Whoknep they will gain an-
other five, or lose thoge they now have. For e clear~thivking Revolutionary Marn%‘,it-

& is of no importance at alle For in the coming struggle of Feacism for pewer, the "wvic-
1 sur Farty (which in any case can be no political force) will

;u§$ory" or defeat of the Lab ‘ , SRS SRS a4
 be of no consequence. If in the approaching conflict the fight agalnst Fascign, that

end of its short tepm_ﬁrogrammeo The;inch»high‘héadlineéffunf_"Lgbﬁ‘l_
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g'p TR T e e S cONVENTION

M

ally in the Bloemfonteln L‘oc'a;-

the two of us arrive punctu |
ch is to open &t 10 &.m.

On Monday, 13th December,
Convention, whi

tion, there to attend the third All-African

Outside the hell of meeting we become aware O

cheery noise and bustle that preceded the opening O
talk and laughter, no memb ers walking

Here are no busy, shifting groups, 1o eager
and make new acquaintancese. The scene might be a Sunday morn-

1 around for Temiliar faces, but<ses none:.

ingSo
about to greet old friends
ing in our home tovm. 6 loo

. Ten o'clock finds the doors still fast shut, but & few more figures come strolling
along at their lelsure. One or two groups &are formed, discussing things in desultory
fashion, punctuating their words with en occesionel 1ift of the eyebrows or & shrug of

the shoulderse.

The "lefts" are tacking themselves on to the radical group, to find out what is 10
be the radical line of actione But they are met with silence and more shoulder-shrugg-

ing, and slowly but very significantly the group mel ts away.

A profound pessimism prevails.

Presently the ereat Jabavu comes in sight, walking jauntily, careless of the ap-
proaching demise of the All-African Convention, which might have been the living voice
and parliement of his own people, an independent and courageous volce. He murmurs Some

thing sbout a misleid key and generel bad managemente.

The agenda paper 1s distributed, and the general impression is that the oulk of
the subjects included in it would be very interesting and wholly suitable for a Teachers‘
Association Conference. The order of priority is remarkable: Teachers' salar cuts com
firs.st, then old age pensions, then African Youth end attendant socisl evils 31{,hen the
{tfrlcan Educational Systems The most pressingly urgent subjects of all nar’nel tho PO
icy and tho Draft Constitution of the All-Africen Convention, are sot -d:)wn foryc’)no hou

each on the last dayt!

Pr?tests are heard from all quarters, but Jebavu allows n : Tl
gzangeg ;-;11 the figenda. He shelters himself behind the notificaziggétg:t :}ﬁsﬁirt;m' -
: ;s ?1 : e Native Re]?resentatwe (}ouncxi.l are in Pretoria attending the Council gessit?

nd w only arrive in Blosmfontein on Wednesdayt (N.B. For thi R N A
0§ the two bodies the Government is to blame, but who is to sa wli ’zhas J‘d::,gﬁ blt
i oAt ST B TNt s GO 1755 s st stand, and.teaoui
. Anclijrz E;‘exﬁme f ogl th? next throo yoars must be fixed up in onec h buf (’) # tho 9
it resenzuf Wthl in all probebility be cut down to hal f-sn=-hourt o tlm
i edifers R o e?e.are seven of them =- are all in turn 4 ot e 3

peeches in the old familiar strain. "The good of the Africas p:ilfe:ing (ol R 2

N6 African peopleMe.... NOGR = o9

Orationes esa®The gel f=gacrifi
" . _ ce show bv tho worthv atara ‘
| v worthy sonators", otc., otc.

i e
- L2 Ly



"9.1
ot & halli=-hour dose of thia amye .
t\' ende 4= wn 8 smug hypocrlsy, but as no time hag been allowed for it o
the &g Ly -8 8tolen ;from the én allowea for it on

scanty ~10dag ‘ . | A
less t0 say, the African is far Tog coui*tgmmis Scotted for resl business. And, rieed-
\ | ' ous 10 protest!

There are, of :
) course, exceptio ‘ :
% ’laJ,l . :
of & very able young men , Mr. Yy interesting moments, and we enjoy the outburst

. Mosak - ; 1ig
the "Bantulsation" of school si%a’ ® teacher in Bloemfontein, who roundly denounces
trick to introduce g lower Cirizcuighlytprnlsod by Dr. Edgar Brookes, exposing it as a
: um . ~ : . : 4
Mrs. Ballinger gets a B 1 o B y L0 be carried out by an underpaid Bantu staff.

| . % when she decl th 3861
iberalism == Negel. ! ; " g ' Laroes 8t she represents a new form of
iro adepts at “1?1?&{??30;‘%115% 5 CL}L}‘S itself. The Neo=Liberals, by their own account,
| ‘ & Lo boest of it" -- for their owm profit, naturally, adds the cynic.

But on the whole thj yededl 4 . :
from the last, whigh mstslgonventlon 18 sleepy, passive, unresponsive, sadly different

ready with crieg of expostulation or a burst of Oppr‘es’iatjv—: ]g in e £ 4

OmtGlyligl:?lioéazﬁddﬂ}ytcome the four members of the Native Representative Council, elab=
selday of the Nadl 4R I‘OC}UGOE. by Jebavu. One of tham, Mr. Godlo, violently cttecks the
dispprovel fram re iremistst, and iy able to do this without eliciting any mark of

e - 2 011'10111. 11s apathetic audience. Mr. Max Jabavu succeeds in rousing & storm by
a‘**emgl g 1' y N&tf‘Lves be allowed to become members of the All-Africen Convention, The
b y breaks out in a spurt of anger and defeats the motion by a big ma jority.

Nevertheless, pessimiem prevails. The attendance at the meetings becomes smeller
and smal ler; and, when the policy and Draft Constitution are beiling discussed, it barely
reaches 30.

The final touch is added to ell this failure and diseppointment, when Section 12
of the Draft Constitution, recognising the members of the Native Representative Council
as "The accepted mouthpiece" of the All-Africen Convention, is actuelly passed -- only by
& small majority, it is true, but definitely passed. Eighteen months ago the Convention
was an independent and outspoken body. Now is has handed over its independence to the
Natlve Representutive Council, the slavish ally of the rulers and slave-drivers.

The slavish attitude of the Native Representative Council is well known. In its
first session is happened that same of the members came in late, and 'Mr. Smit, Secretary
for Native Affairs, who was in the chair, sternly rebuked them for their unpunctuslity,
warning them publicly thst, if it occurred again, he would withhold the day's pay from

- e . . - LW TR e . . [ - . W O

them. It may be hard to believe, but it is a fact that no one protested. against this

intolerable insolence. ' = - o h

And it is these slavish men of the N.R.C. who are now authorised to represent the
All~African Convention, to represent the Africaen peoplet! These men are the so-called
%] eaders®™, who creep and crawl at the feet of the Govermment, meekly accepting threatis
and discipline against which a schoolboy would revolt. These men have used the All-Af-
rican Convention for their own ends, they have laid hold of it and choked the life out

of it, till it lies there, a dead, unburied thing.
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AFTER THE. PORILAR, FRENE S

in office the Popular Front. government of Blum and Chau=-

end the French workers will now have &n opportunity of
Whether they will actually learn those

h which Stelin devises & new turn to
the speed with which the bour-

After a year and a half

temps has at last collapsed, :

 learning the bitter lessons of their mistakes.

. lessons in time will depend partly on the skill wit

 divert them from the revolutionary road, end partly on
~ goolsie acts. |

There is no need to consider in any detadl :bhe hepsons of st Pogu]i;a'.r an;;ve,_

| Right from the beginning we have maintained that it ves & cmmte?mr’e’mdn wnaenr{in war
t, that it would fail in its oxpressed aim of combatting fasclsm anc prevou v:%‘ewa 3
. that it would instead wesken the proletariat and pave the way fo; fgﬂclx; Bur;hm st
- on this subject are fully and clearly expressed in tl:x{e R4 thm:rms sptibon Sale
~we have been reprinting for some months past. But since el i Animn®, We slidl
 tain additional facts have come to light, which fully justify our "DOSSURIME". We SIS

. consider here two of those facts.

ot one of the first measures passed by the Blum government

~L

ct

It will be remembered tk




0

ot known was Colonel de lg
triking proof of the correct, -

was the dissolution of the fascist leagues, among which the D
atulated themselves that ty, H

Rocque's "Croilx de Feu". The woommunists" heiled this as & S

ness of their action 1in joining the Popular Front. They congr Aot My
pamoclean sword of fascism was noO longer suspended over their heads by & single thread

that might break at any moment , but was now supported by & stout chaln thaﬁ wou%d egduro
for ages. With the simple-mindedness 0f imbeciles those pretended revolutionarles 1lmag-
inod that the throat of fasclsm could be romoved by the more dostruction of 1%s outward
and visiblo menifostations. Bocauso thoy had formod tho hobit of blindly acccpting tho
ordors of Stolin, no mattor how thoy might contradict his provious ordors, and beocausc
thoy had abandonod oll pretonco of Marxist anolysis, thoy could complctoly ovorlook thoe
feet thot tho driving forco bohind foscism was absolutely wmeaffected by the dissolution
of the leagues, that on the contrary i+ was inevitably increased by the other Msuccesses”
of the Popular Front =-- the 40-hour week, tho wroform” of the Bank of France, the nation-
alisation of tho armemonts industry, oice They did not s00 == OT if thoy saw, thoy crim-
inelly said nothing about it -- that the struggle botwoon tho bourgooisic and tho prolo-
tariat was ropidly dovoloping to a critical gtago, end that if tho cepitalists woro pro-

vontod from moking opon proparations for tho next groot battlc in the clags WOr, )
would mcko thoir proparations in socrot with ronocwod vigour. Thosc dolts of Woommunists”

occoptod without quostion the thoory thot tho outlewing of tho fe.scist locgues bY the
bourgoois stato wos on aodequcte substitutve for direct revolutionary cctions Thoy shut

tho?r oyos to tho plein foct that the only way to ovort tho montco of fascism 18 tg
striko ot its roots, that is, to abolish privato ovnorship of tho moans of production, To

ostcblish tho workers' own stato, tho dictatorship of tho proletoriate In short, thoy &-
bendonod tho closs wer, and handed every strategic advantage to the enemies of the work-

ing classe.

m.«cmwmtﬁmuﬁ}-’smOb—hd-QU'O"dd‘o

How utterly wrong their cealculations were 18 shown by the-discovery last November
of a secret military orgenisation popularly known &s the "Cagoulards" (Hooded men) , which

had been quietly collecting huge stores of guns and emmunition in reediness for an armed
attack on the workers. One might have thought that the discovery of this plot would have

opened the oyes of the workers to the extremoly dengorous position into which the Popular
Front policy had lod thom. Horo theoy had tho clcarost possiblo proof £ '

of tho loaguos was nothing but a moaningloss gosturo, n R
protost to tho Jopanocsc govornmonte But how did thoy rooct to it? Did thoy cut themscl-

vos adrift from theoir treacherous &all who by their futile meas-
uros had connivod ot tho proparation of the Cagoulard plot? Did they begin to get ready
for the coming struggle by resuming genuinely revolutionary propagenda, by building o :
workers' army? No. They had received no orders franm Stelin to thet effect. Revolution ¢
ig not among the exports of the Soviet Uniony Instead, they accepted the assurance of

the government that the plot would be fully investigated, and the ringleaders uneéf%b?g.'

and brought to trial . , o
tmt the govermnent of

v €8 Lhe e Pt oy Bed X oA

ies in tho Populer Front,

'? ’ - . .

The Cagoulard plot Wwes o cleer warning to the working class
the Popular Front could not be trusted to fight agains?® fascism, and yet the leaders of 8
the C.P. continuod tamely to cell upon the governmont to.fulfil its promiSés’tO'puhiéh' 3
the conspirators. On the ond Docoambor "Humanite" publishod & roport, "from & roliablc
source," that Tardleu (a. former prime minister) was to be arrested and examined by &
judges Three days later it complained in & leading article that wrhe leadsrs, the reel
leaders, are still free. Nevertheless, the Minister of the Interior, M. Dormoy, had
stetod in a memorablo announcomant that & blow would bo eimed . at tho. hoad of the conspir-
acyl At the samé time the netional police had promised to reveel the names of the lead-
ors of the plott 1Up to now not a word has been said about those names, except by “"Hum-
anite". "And Mre. Tardieu continues his impudent struttings at Mentone". (Quoted in "La
Lutte Ouvriere", Brussels edition, 11.12.37). 8ince there is not & word in the article_
ebout the workors preparing to establish theoir own machinery of justice, this”meahs{that
the French C.P. entertains the Judierous hope that it can persuade the bourgeols state
to use its police apparatus ' R

to fight the battles of. the working class.

The handling of the Cagoulard plot by the Chautemps government is the most convin-
cing proof that could be desired that a government of the Popular Front 1s no better
than any other bourgeois covernment, that it runs . the machinery of the state in the in-
tcrests of the capitalist class and not in the interests of the proletariat. Of Course
a liarxist needs no such proof, becense he understands the nature of the state, but evel
this striking demonstration 1is not enough to convince the blind followers of the blind
¢ the final debate in the Chember of Deputies befol®

leader, Stalin, for in the course 0
tho rosignation of the Chautemps cabinet, tho "Communists" declared thet in order t0
seva tho Popular Front thoy would refrain from voting against the govornments Whorcup®®

Chautaups contao ptuously gavo than beck thoir frcedom of action, knowing full woll th%t

by harnessing thansolvos to tho bourgeols chariot they had lost gll cepacity for 1nde-'
pendont action. Thoy had succooded in diverting tho workers from tho ro "B

ed to T 0V0111’h -" =
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di .
. ¢ g new government could be f I e : :
gid, 240 & ot ormed without their essistance, so much the bett f
the bOUT BOUEEEES ’ il

Tt is not only in the politicml f3 |

rge Even in the day“to'd&y“eco;igiz £:iiiw$2a3 thg ?opular F?ont has.b?tray§d the work-
inam downe The gaineg resulting from the 'égg q{or evter working conditions it has let
power were hailed hy the R emm Ly e f”w,?°“8trlke following Blum's agsumption of

vory Marxist knew then that % W P fxutory for the Popular Front. Of course

el 4 i 8% those. pains werc achieved not because cf the Popular Front
bU§tiﬂa§E§M2€%§%};; NQWQ howover, thers is ovidonce, obvious enough to enyono who is nét
gg;'gossgéj Thusoigalgn th? 0cozqmio strugel.ec “he Populcr Front plays into tho hands of
for beck as last March iigan222tiﬁinggtzmgzzriggozo(Par{ﬁ-Odition) ?f Lsrliad) thatfas
collective action to break strikes Wﬁ ?J e pjang OF B Bl BRS¢
hare betwesn tha i TN Bivug il e.m&nu.acturers in eny one industry agreed to
f rmdrie e s Dt o ; . 3* i?y m?me* firm whose vorkers were on strike, to re-
I Sl A g temne Yv?a G ter the end*of the strike, from seoking to capture the
esrn . Ahliohs could b pr;r?T¢ly entered, to uake over sgppllos, ordorod by tho affected
Al S o 4r‘tbi lvi?od onmaccougt of the strike, and so on. Thp wholosal?r§
ek o s after—%fféc+ AR e fc:ameo The object of t?e agreement was to reduce ?o & mini-

. it ts of a strike, and therofore o increase the employers' resistance tO

collective action by the workers. Naturally the goverment hed full kriowlcdge of theso
plens, but it did absolutely nothing to prevent their exocution. Indeed, it worked in
exactly the opposite direction, by trying to prevent the workers from defending themsel-
ves by the only means et their disposal, short of the revolution, that is Dby general
strikes within the affected industries.

The lessons of the Popular Front are as clear as daylight. But will the French
workers learn them in time to avoid the catasgtrophe of fascism? The answer to this ques~-
tion will depend on Two main factors- T™e {first is Stalin. The collapse of the Popular
Front imposes on him the necessity for devising 5. new turn. Up to the time of writing
(three days after the resignation of Cheutemps) no new orders nave been issued, for the
press reports that the C.P. refuses to support eny government'containing;individuals or
parties who do not accept the principle ol the Populaer Front. But that 1is not surpris-
ing, for Stalin hag no clear poliiical principles, end he must tlierefore adopt a "walt

and: see’ policy for the iime being.

S

Unless he dissolves the Cominteri and abandons the French Communists to their ovm
devices, there are only threa ccurses opon to Stalin. He must sither turn to the right,
or to the left, or remain exactly where ne ige It is unthinkeble that he should abandon
the CeP., for that would mean the sacrificing of his most effectivo countor-revolutionary
wegpon. It would mecen that tho moro militant members of the C.P. would bo free to rosumo
tho rovolutionary strugele. Above all, it would moon a striking defeat in his long bat-

tlo against “Trotskyi.sm®.

Of the remaining courses a turn Lo the left would be almost equally dangerous, for
that would involve concessions to Marxism, and would open the way to a united front be+-
tween the Bolshevik-Leninists and a digsatis fied section of the G.P. with ths object of
teking direct action against fascism. On the other hand, the growing discontent and mil-
itancy of the masses will force the leanders of the C.P. to adopi @ more 1l eftward policy
or to find themselves at the head of g party that has no members. Stelin is placed, és
a result of his own criminal policy, between TWO forces that are pulling him in’opposite

directions at the seme 1ima. | | | | |

ghould he resist both forces and étandstill .- and in view of the enormous diff-

jculties attending & swing either to the right oY to the left that is the line-of,%east

registance -~ then the C.l. will either have 1o defy him and withdrew from the Comintern, |
or to continus its absurd policy of rofusing to support snything bub an all-Popular Front |
eoverrment aiter such a government has been oroved to be impc.)ssible. .Deeplyingralned |
hebits of slavish subservience make tho former course exgeedlngly unllkelya But the al- %
ternative would pilay directly into the hands of the.fasc1§ts, foF thg Rgdlcgl.ané Soc~- E
ieligt parti.es w1l undeubtedly find some maa.ns.of COmpOEINgG their d:ﬁf ferences with the |
Right, We may then expoct To see & vigorous diilve agoinst the o?ganlsatlons Olfq Jc.hc?t-work-— |
ing clasgs. The preparetions for a fasciat coub will proceed unk.lmdered, ar.xd".w _91_"‘ it -
; tho fruits of Stalin®s foreign

j G ] ' d. and
8ucceody o Fronco=Sovict pact will be donounced, @ . ; |
Polic; ::’il;hzrznblo’ into dust in his hand.g. Tho Soviet Union will bo complotely isolatod,

roady to foll a proy o tho fascist rcbbors surrounding ite

| A turn to the right is equelly upos sible, and for :llzesame r:ae,sog;;mﬁ;zhggtl;we
o s R SR M Rl ) of being unable to meke S0y mMONEs AMEAUSIIE S S
Stalin is % the vwnenvisble posltion 2 ohe motaphor from chess is not .

s . - A%
at all, wighout in o disagter. IV ig "checkmate”. LTy B e
8ll, wighout facing dasast +he lasgh ten years. ugsed the proletariats pf

appropriste, for Stalin has, during




n his geme against world capitellsm, instead of -
he has lost them One by one, g,

' ] tries merely @&as pawis a1
e e / The result 18 theat

lying on their full power of attackes

is now facing defeat.

pted by the C.P., the situation in France 18 'exceeding;Ly.
ble action will save the proletariat from @ crushing

and only the promptest 058l : :
e 4 e . wuld be for the C.P. tO break with Stalin at

defeat. The best thing that could happen . o
once, and come to an immediate agreement with the Bolshevik-Leninists oOn the basis of &n
active rovolutionary programme. Of course such a move cennot possibly como fr?m the top.
Thorez and company have travelled too far along the road of betrayal. But if it como

from tho ronk and file the prospocts would be distinctly good. Failing that, it is ceor-
tcin that many workers will become confused and apathetic. S0mO will join our party, and
wo arc confident that they will do so 1n incroasing numbers as timo goocs Olne But that 1s
just the crux of the matter. Time is short, terribly short. Tho capitalists have not

boon osloeop during ell those months whon Stolin was fooding opiates to tho workcrs. And

this brings us to the second important factor in the situation.

Whatever course is ado

rnment are 80 colossal that 1t

The difficulties in the way of foming a stable gove
ore then & few days,

is almost certain none will be formed, that 1s, none that cen last m
t without & government,

or a few weeks at the most. But the bourgeols state cannot exis | ‘
The democratic parl ia=-

and if one way of getting one fails, then another must be tried. ;
mentary way, useful as it was while capitalism was 1n the asgscendent, 18 no }OHGOT reliab-
1e in this revolutionary era, and the logical consequenco of 1its unreliability hqs el -
rcady been realised and actod upon by tho bourgeoislo of sevoral Europoan cogntrlos. Tt
would be shoor folly te imagino that the copitalists of Franco arc moro stupid or mo?o
humane than the capitalists of other countries, that for the sake of "liberty, equality,
fraternity® they will refrain from scrapping the machinery of government that has now
proved to be obsolete, and & menace to their profits. They will scrap it without com-

punction, as it was scrapped in Italy and Germanye

Tt obviously cannot be done Dy Weconstitution-

al" means, as in Germany, for there is no freak party that can be paid to decelve the
masses into giving absolute power to the bourgeoisie. The failure of the attempted coup
d'etat of Februarys 1934, shows that it’ cammot be done by & simple "march", on the capi-
tel, as in Italy. ' There remains only ohe way, and that is civil war. The discovery of
the Cagoulard plot shows that preparations for this are already far advenced. But it
must not be supposed that the mere discovery of the conspiracy means that 1t 1s checked,
The real leaders have not been arrested, and it is elmost certain that they never will
be, at least not before the revolution. They are therefore still free to accumulate the
instruments of war. Even if they are arrested, the conspiracy will not be ended, for it
is the product not of & criminal gang, but of a whole class engaged in a life ond de&th
struggle. It will be carried on and matured, even while the police continue to stumble
across new stores of ammunition, and arrest the unfortunate dupes who are paid to look

. a.fter them.

But how is this to be accomplished?

- It 1s impogsible, without &ccess to the lnner councils of the bourgeoisie, to pre-
dict when zero hour will strike, but it must be soon or not at all. FKor the capitalists
dare not wait until the Stalinist poison has ceésed to parelyse the workers; they dare
not allow the proletariat to take the initiative. If the workers attack, they will do
so in the full counsciousness that they are entering on & revolutionary .si’:ruggle from
which not even Stelin will be able to defl ect them, and they will arouse the active 8y
pgthy and support of workers in other lands. But if the capitelists strike first there

. will still‘be a chance that Stalin will be able to deceive the workers into thinki,.ng
tl.qey are fighting in & war between fascism and democrecy, that the civil in France
will follow the same course &s course as the war in Spaié.' S

}
'.
L.
i

Unknown to the workers who have be
is going on between & amall band of e ?OOIec'i and fuddled by Stelinism, & grim rac?
and ol revolutionaries, wh : | rk”
ors to the dangers that lie immediately shoead of th’ 0 gre secking to awaken the v:? r
i | - b ém, énd the cap] ‘ ro f07°
gfn%hglzwr:zl: Ivgizlgé' chains to bind tho workers befor(,a thoy arecislzltallswé ?ﬁo iitc'om
9 s Ten ToRng WIZ aﬂ;l)rofom}d effect on the history of the worlde;‘o Anearsth c'onib*
o e il Worke;; . e;'e w:Lll.be N0 escape from a new world war 3 & 3}’11 b the sovi’ei
Siid, L e vewolvid o ate, will stend alone against th ir in whic o
0lutionaries win, it will be the g :,hzomblg_led fo;ci? of f:;P i
worl revolution, Y=

coming-of-age of humanity,
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Jacomes the rule of th

¢ $ud @ Government, t}
3w g N Y bJ‘Cl(‘nlb ™ha ™M e .- - “ | : ? 16 morO lt.:

o W aiméd againsgt the Bantu. t) YN fhe more the rul ing cless arms §ts S

L&\ y W10 nmore it d . 5 S8 arms 1tself with

At Am 8. emands absolute obedier :

¢i0 LAME i3 | lence and quiet from it

The address ‘of Professor DD T\ Jabavu

bacall +0 : |
of & tired man, & hopeless AHEASE B arad ;'0 :L'he .\}ll African Convention was the speech
N Speech that neither informed the listeners nor led

vhem to take any action: Jal | :

Ltusl relsbot B ey ;gzzuwixggjd wi.th Sx Pl es, fpr education, honesty, character,
speech dealt with, among other thi ““" all of tham, but quite anpty. But because the

the rulers and becsuse %he defahl NgsSy & mattm:pot yoet settled to the heart's delight of
2008 Professor, for manv 1 }1 ‘OPPQ‘M‘-C1 the intorasts of the rulers on this matter, the
: Y +0ng years an able sorvant of the rulers, was sharply attacked.

The Government ,

through i h1e | | .
prison for the Bantu ougn the three Acts of the last two years, has built a modern

of tho Union, & prison comploto wi |

] L& , somploto with & sports field, tho Native Ro=

}:;’io?;izl\ficounc}ls \\')“101“0 tho Bantu can, if they shut thoir eyes vory .’,cightly, play ond
00 mons  And with the holp of Jabavu and all tho would=be Jabavus, the Godlos,

D'\.xg;\s,tl(& somevg, ’otc., the Government has nicely rounded up the Bantu into its prison, m
Wi t10\1 ou cry‘,-.\\'ithout shouting, neatly and peacefully, in fact, as if it were doing the ;
Bentu & groeat kKindnesss But, to keep, the wheels of capitalist economy and domine ti on )

turning, more and more victims are neeied: Gapitalism has swueezed the Bantu of the Union
ruthlessly, has used up and destroyed generation afte: goncration of the people and must
now got now supplies. And tho three Protoctoratos lie close at hand. .

| The Government needs the Protectorates. It needs them not only for economic reas-
ongy &s sources of more cheap labour for Japitalism, but also for politicel reasons, 1o
Shm‘f the Dutch farmers that Fuslion can deliver the go ods, can bargain successfully with
the Mother of Imperialists, and to show them that Mslen can gain nothing for them.

2 o

U4

Will Britain give Fusion the Protectoraves? The answer is: yes. But the question -
remeins: when?! And that is what the little squabble is about. Hertzog and Co. d emand
immediate delivery, preferably before the coming Blections: Britain delays, and, most
cunningly, uses as an excuse for delay the fact that the Bantu of the Protectorates wera
promised consultation belore any change would be mads in their stetus. XKveryone knows of
course that this pramise is after all only a ..o..9’promise end that it means no more and
no less than nothing. Already this promise has been lgnored -- in 1927 when the Protec-
torates, without consultation with the Bantu, wore handed over from the Colonial Office
to the Dominions Office. The South African Government and Britein both know that the
former will receive the coweted territory, naturelly, at & prico, but:tho South African
Governmant is grieved that Britein uses & pranise, which both know mll not be.kept, in
order to put off the joyful day. (From the standpoint of the I.xppcr.'mllsts, this borders

near rascality.)

o 0

And, obviously, Hertzog end Co. &re more than annoyoc.i when "O'bjec‘pf%'cns"are‘raisod l
to tho handing -ovor bocauso thoso objoctions si.:ror.lgthon ~Br1tqm°s dola.j?r:.ng” g0 : ThO.Ob"
joctions comG from two sourcos, from vithin Brlto.ln.cmd from Sc?uth Af?xc‘:u.'-' W'WlthmnBrlt-
ain. tho humanitarians, tho philanphjx:Opists, thogo :mterestc?d in C}bOI‘lE}lngs and wh‘.dc‘.not,f
the’-libc')rals, fool that unless ot l’éast‘s‘aon‘lo s&fo~gzo.rq be n.mprov:.Lsedf ior the bcz‘nilf;.t 0
tho Protectorate Bantu, theilr cqnsc‘ien‘ce will beo pr:t.cliodo .’(g}onsca:er}ce.3"3;;91{3 O 0 =
logsor veluablo by=products of old, weo.lthy, and fat J.:xx.per..a‘.nti‘sm?. it 1s seldom expor
and can always be lulled "to"..guiet. by a few.sof’c; wgrc}s,g by & prm;ae._)

_Ofcbufse'no section of the

‘ b il . | _ i a tiCUl&tea
btons Trom Boubh Afrdca afe S A o e e ' '

b Buro e:‘:e zbgf:tion from the South Africen Labour Parvy to the de?lur.lct S’;a]..laic.iltez :1 19
. realg.) 0 poged to r;ceiving the Protectoretes. All in fagh &re g s t‘:c?l'g’;i?&:n heerd
5 &nticzpaiil.)on Tho objection which.is none the less roal begamese. 1L i nO%, BO HE S

|

. 4 g A e torates. . And that is why Profeseqr.Ja-

n ‘Lpe Pndon end She ProbosuoratBRe . ERAG TS o

< hzmos.from Sig O Y O'f’:; ss to call the transier "oyil", he @sks tho qufsti;%. ]:-?:izhis
' A ve.sFor, shculd the Protectorates

| "3 or by & dosiro to roplace wastege Of MECE Ul Tiyat they wowld receive betber

Al e L he Netives to suppos : .
e, e onaon he i L5 9 A2 UL 0 o e
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i | -,
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g of language" and "{n
: to Mexcesso: s Bo.
"A Native Extremist" (1!), modestly confined :Ltse],‘fed +to tell pim (Jabdvu)vglunt]_y thay
curacieg" beO'I‘G thunderir,lg out "And we feel Obllgls to do & gra_ve disservice to the
- - )
manner

to mislead the Convention in this wholesal®

native cause". em badly, ang they

P 1 a. £¢ fLYlS't j. ®
The rulers want the Protectorates n0W, g Peép’ g2 t The
don't like anyone, not even faithful old serva y

. ore they
more oppressive and tyrannicel they &re, Wan & 4 1o true
Shaken, lt 1S s nOt qui‘te

shows this very plainly
npimes” commented on the rest g¢
seid & few kind words

tions that faced g

And Jabavu is still their faithful serv
go sure of himself, but still faithful-v The 568 thae
and it is significant that neither the "Argus nor hould have
his speech. This was not quite fair. Surely they ihe burning ques
about the statesmanlike way in which Jebavu evaded

Convention?

+g relations with ang
The central problem before the Convemtion, the probl??eig ‘:"Laithin the prison, ang
attitude to the Native Representative Council, Lhe sportswh le prison, O the whole
flowvding from this, the attitude of the Convention toO t he owaS entirely evaded by Jabg-
structure of oppression now completed, this c:entre.l.pr'oblea!mt out. rather than boycoty, !
vu. He said, "We then (at the last Convention) decided to LIY T¥ ™3 &

; i so branded with infer-
the substitute of an admittedly emasculated frenchlse, & franzh:l).se ' ‘
iority, with results all too well knwon by now"s (Qur emphasis SRR

W SR R D S S——— . A — W e W -

.

With t his ambiguous, loose, empty and meaningless phrase, “with :iiiitiszye- ig;(}
well known by now", Jabavu passes over, ignores, runs awvey from thencex B o
the Convention. What are these "results all too well known Dy now". Doei e . tpPI‘OVG
of these results? Is Jabavu for or against the Act, part of & s6ries of Acts, that es-

tablished the Native Representative Council? Jebawu calls the franchise no:: eré_]oied by i
the Bantu an “emasculated” one, an "inferior" one, but he says not a word about sitrugg-

ling against it. Why did he not tell the Convention Openly that now it 1s an. appfqdage
of the Native Representative Council, that now the Convention has, so far as .he can 'seq,

no right to on independont eoxistonce?

4—7

st the segregation policy of the Government. "He correctly calls the

Jabavu is again : .
Netive Laws Amendment Act & ™uost condemnable Act shot through and through with rebad. ..
Lstendom Or. in

enti-African prejudice and repression, an Act probebly unparallelled in Chri
pagen despotism for ruthless injusticessse™ Good, or at least, as good &s can be ex-. .
pecteds What then can be done? What does Jabavu say céan be done? Jabavu appeals to

Grect Britainl He says:

"Remember that the Union Government is now an out-and-out independent countxfy
from Englend. It is cble to do just what it likes with us without being answer-
eble to Bnglend. It has full power to dispossess us of our vote, as it did last

VEBTssscsesee In granting this unlimited freedom to the Union Government, England
acted megnanimously, in the belief that this sacred trust would be used in & Chris-
tian manner, but was manifestly outwitted by the superior political adroitness of .
our local politicians. The result we all know to our cost. Né\}mheles;”%‘ﬁ?}‘}.ef
sent demand by South Africe for the Protectorates, gives Bngland the 'privilegbﬂ,‘to
oxamine and approve or castigate the Native policy of the Union Govornmeﬁfh, Pt
ceuse if the Protectorates are hended over, the Native chiefs and their people |
will sutomatically loso their present freedom of “Indirect Rule". loso 't-hlei.r e
rights of owning the land they dwell on, fall under the notori()u; 1913. :Natix}o..‘ﬁdnds
Act with its harrowing horrors, be forcod to undergo the P OpT6EELAS .T]."an.sv-'a_aj Pass
Laws, be subjocted to tho Native Servants' Contract Laws, end many othor unpieas&nt

and humiliating ordinances that Englend knows nothing about™. (Dur ahpen

-
SRl T Y

Miagnanimous Englend outwitted by our local politici " ' R
igt robber, is not only magnanimous..... She is algo "ign;i;l:t}!:'.' Bl{;}t1 El:lgland, Inmer;-?l.
the "many unpleasant and humiliating ordinances" deviged by the So the ls.not awax.‘e S
clasge Poor magnanimous end ignorant Englendli! She doeg not r 3 African ruling s
not awere of what is going on and the local politiciagns second ead the papers. She 1°
have succeeded not only in Moutwitting" England, but ha.\;e ol so
tongue .

£u Jabavu protests against the transfer of the Protectorat
will exercise "the privilege to examine and approve gp iy
the Union Government™. He hopes that Britain, gg hep D
torates, will deménd that Hertzog and Co. modify t heir
wards the Bantue A vein hope and a deceptiont Ang pge Who it POy
the pOOplQo The gI‘OB.tOI‘ the a xploitation of the Ban 't'.u’ theﬂ};ﬁ:%gthis hoped'ﬁeep’y'éf
. "Sdtler ig Britain'se REGEEE

tes. He hopes that Engle?
c@stigate the Native policy of

)

)

policy, soften their policy 107
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driven out of the govermment, under the threat of.the withdrawal of Soviet material aild
if this were not carried through. Impelled thus by necessity rather than by its own
clear will, the P.0.U.M. has again turned toward the revolutionary path, and now cells
for & break with the policies of the Peoples' Front, the transformation of the war into a
revolutionary war, and the building of workers' power.

The reply of the Peoples' Fronters to the new turn of the P.OcU.lis toward a revolu-
tionary course has not been long in coming. Busily re-constituting the Loyalist Army un-
der & unified command on a bourgeois basis, the lcadors of the Pooplos' Front declarc
that tho insistoncc of the P.0.U.li. on & rovolutionory war provos it the military &8 wall
as politicel ally of Fronco. The Madrid radio station of the P.O.U.. ig raidcd and shut
down; its journals cro supprossed; o "Peoplcs' Tribunal®" consisting of four judges, oOnc
fran the Stclinists, onc Socialist, &nd two from the "loft ropublicen® pcortios, 1s Qp-
pointod to try tho P.0.U.ii. loadors for treason ond Woountor-rovolution®. Tho chmpilgn
for the physical onnihilation of the P.0.U.li., wdor the whip of tho gtolinists, contin=
ually mounts, and is chockod only by tho rosistanco it moots from tho ronk and filo of
the militis and the workers' mass orgenisations. There should be no SUrpPrise. Sugh also
wa.s the reply of the reformists in Germany to Luxemburg and I, iebknecht. The policy Of.
class colleboration, of the Peoples' Front, can no more endure the proletarien revolution }
than the counter=revolution of fascism. ‘

X XX KK e X

Chepter VIII

THE PEOPLES' FRONT IN THE UNITED STATES

——— . TE e e e ety

1.

The Peoples' Front has not, of course, advanced as far in the United States as in
France or Spaine In the fomal sense, there is not yet in the United States an estab-
lished "Pecoples' Front". The United States is not faced witn a. developing revolutlonary
erisis, as is France, nor is it in the midst of a Civil War, as is Spain. Though the
historical issuwe for the United Statcs, as is the casc for covory nation at tho presont
timc, is socialism vs. capitalism, though only tho workecrs'! rovolution and socialism can
solve ovon a single ono of the mejor probloms focing Unitod Statos cconomy, novertheloss
the issuc is not yot poscd in terms of tho immediate strugglc for statc power. Thc AmoOr-
icon prolotariat is still faced primerily with tho moro olomontary immodiato demamds: tho
struggle for the right to orgenise, for industrial unionism, for the exercise of demo-
cratic rights generally, for & powerful trade union and unemployed movement, for relief

end union conditions, for a conscious mass revolutionary party of struggle. .

But just as the issue of state power can be settled in favour of the proletariat
only by the independent revolutionary class struggle of the workers? and is lost for the
proletariet through the reformist strategy of the Peoples' Front; in the same way, at the

more elementary stages, the interests of the proletariat can be served only by the appro-
priate methods of class strugglo, and arc fatally und ormincd by tho class collaboration=

ist methods of the Peoples' Front. The Peoples' Front in this country, seeping into the
labour movement under the sponsorship of the Communist Party, has made considerable head-
and already its disastrous ef fects are becoming apparent in & dozen fields.

L
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Tp to the present, the best known and most conspicuous result of the Peoples! Front
strategy emerged during the 1936 election cempaign. From the point of view both of the
gocial composition of his support and likewise of the political content of his\progr@mme,
Roosevelt was in effsct a Peoples' Front candidate. No one could doubt that he was a
staunch and outstanding defender of capitalist democracy, nor that the bulk of the pro-
letariat, the farmers, end the lower strata of the rest of the middle classes, were sol-
idly behind hims Thus the upholders of the Peoples' Front ideology found themselves,
willingly or unwillingly, driven into the Roosevelt camp: either openly, as was the case
with meny, or, like the Communist Party 1tself, through a back-hended and ambiguous for-

mula e

:
4

The Qommunist Party was compelled 1o define the 1ssue of the campaign as "Progress
vs. Reaction", "Democracy Vse Fescism". It had to discover the forces of fascism in the
WLendon-Hearst-Liberty League" combination. It was then required to raise as the central
slogan, "Defeat Landon at all costs™! And the only realistic interpretation of this slo-
gan -= the interpretation which the majority of even its own sympathisers made -- was to
vote for Roosevelt. Browder admits gquite openly that this was the central direction of
the Stelinist campaeigne. In his post-election analysis of the elections, dg&imagé@ta"ffA
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Central Committee of the party, he boasis &s follows: "The first objective was the de-
foat of Landon. This was accompiished to a degree far surpassing all expectationsS«eses
this aim we shared with the largest number of peOPLle..+ .« Without exaggerating our rele
in bringing about this result, we can safely say that the weight of each individual Com=
munist in the struggle was far higher, many fold, than that of the mambers of &ny other
political group in Amorica®. HO apologisos at longth for the nomindlly indopondont Com=-
munist Party tickot that was in tho fiold. If only "a national Farmor-Labour partysssse’
hod Mdocidod to placo Roosovelt at tho hoad of tho tickot notiontllyecoss Would wo hQve
rofraincd from putting forward our own indopondont tickots and supportod thoe Farmor-Lab=
our party ticket even with Roosevelt at the head? I venture to say that under such ecir-=
cumstances we would slmost surely have done so®.

In point of fact, this was done in many localitles either by the Communist Pariy
of ficially, or by individual party members. In Minnesota, Washington, Califbrnia,-the
Stelinists supported Farmer-Labour and “progressive" coalitions with no ocriticism of the
fact that Roosevelt headed their tickets. In New York, the stalinists gave full support
to the American Labour Party, which entered the election campdlgn == &S its leaders open-
ly declared =- only to gather labour votos for Roosevelt. Individual Communist Party
membors joined the American Labour Party, and spoke from its platforms in sunport of
Roosevelt. |

The Peoples' Front policy dictates a wholly anti-Marxist analysis of Roosevelt. He
cen no longer be treated as the chief oxecutive for the dominant class. Criticism of him
can only suggest that he is not responsive enough in carrying out the “"peoples' mendate" ,
that he cennot be relied on to take progressive steps unless a certain amount of pressure
agdinst him is generated. Even when, aifter the elections were safely under his belt,
Roosevelt, at the bidding of his masters, ruthlessly cut the WPA rolls, even in the light
of Roosovelt's attitude toward the auto strikes, the Stalinist criticism must remain mild
and "oyal". The Communist Party, having abandoned the revolutionary &im of the over-
throw of capitalist society, becomes the "party of Twentieth Century Americanism™; its
purpose as defined by thse Peoples' Front, is to function within the framework of dexo-
cratic capitalism, a&s & reformist “pressure group®. It must strive 1o become “respecti-
able", to ingratiate itself with the class enemy: to show that in return for vague pro=
mises of friendship for the Soviet Union and polite words against fascism, 1t is willing
to do its part in smothering the class struggle and guaranteeing the protection of bour-
geoils democracy &gainst the threat of proletarian revolution. |

5 X >
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A reformist political line cannot be isolated into any supra-mundane sphere of
"pure politics". It must show its effects on every arena of the class struggle. We thus
find during the past two years & cunulative development of the Peoples' Front strategy &s
applied to Communist Party activities in the trade unions and unemployed organisations.
We may be sure that during the coming months this development will be carried unprece-
dented steps further. The basis of the Peoples' Front is class collaboration; and . we |

know from past experience of reformism what this means on the trade union field.

Are the reactionary trade union bureaucrats agents of the class enemy within the
working class? Do their policies act as the major brake to militant class consciousness
within the unions? This is what Marxism has &lways taught, but no one could possibly
learn this from the most detailed study of recent Stalinist literature. Nowhere is there
any explanction of, or even reference to, the social function of the trade union buretu-

'oracy. At the most, there 1s occasionnl personcl criticism of some action too gross to
ignore; but even this 1s kept to & minimum, in the interests of currying favour with the

. maximum number of the bureaucrats.
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The polioy of class colleboration forces the Stalinists to abandon more anGc more
the fighting struggle for economic demands, and through that struggle the raising of the
level of class consciousness, for the attempt to come to agreements with the bureaucrats,
to settle disputes through desls behind the scenes, to rely on governmental arbitration
boards and mediators. The Stalinist work in the unions must be subordinated to the great
aim of achieving in this country a mass, classless Peoples' Front. To secure the adher-
ence of & union to a Negro Congress, Or &n American League Conference, or & Farmer-Lab-
our-Progressive what-not, or a Social Security Assembly is far more important than to get
it to prepare and win & militant strike. |

The results are already widely present within the labour movement, though not yet
so widely recognised. In the WPA sit-downs, the Stalinists and the supervisors together
explain why the workers must be peaceful and go home. In Pennsylvania, the Stalinists
declare that the new policy for the Workers! Alliance must abandon strikes &as & metheod
for "settling disputes". At the January unemployed demonstration in Washington, not
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single militant slogan or banner was permitted; the whole demonstratlion wes directed to-
ward the achievement of a friendly chat with the relief authorities. In the Federation
9f Teachers, the general fight against the Boards of Education is deprecated, dual orgen-
isations (such as the Techers' Guild in New York) are met with conciliation, and the open
struggle against the A.F.of L. Executive Council and for the C«I«0o principles'is shunted

agide. In the Ce.fateria Workers, there is disclosed an ironbound alliance between the

Stalinists and the older racketeers. The furriers, the wild men of the Third Period,

turn respectable, and devote their energies against the progressives and revolutionaries
ive years like an un-

in the union. Ben Gold, who &s leader of the furriers rcared for Il

?amable lion, now speaks like the mildest lamb. In the United Textile Workers, the Stal-
inists at the Convention come to the rescue of the reactionary officlals. On the Pacific
Coast, among the Maritime Unions, the Stalinists last year first tried to put over the
I.5.U., proposals on the Seilors, then attamptod to head off tho strike, thon insistod
that it bo dolayod until aftor tho oloctions (so as not to injuro Rooscvelt); and in tho
ond woro forestalled only by tho militent stond of the Scailors' Unilon.

This trend will continue and increase. The Communist Party, under the banner of
the Peoples! Front, now functions in the unions more and more &s a reactionary force, anad
the progressive movement in the unions will have to be built not along with but in large

measure against ite.

These conclusions are impressively supported by the gtelinist policy with respect

to the A.Fe.of L.+ - C.I.0. struggle. At the present time, &8s varxists heve made clear,
the progressive movement in the unions must proceed in sccordance with the basic slogans:
for industrial unionism; for organisation of the basic mass industrles; for & clags
struggle policy; for trade union democracy. Kvery one of these slogens, taken individ—
ually or together, dictates repudiation of the policies and course of the A.F.of L. bur-
eaucracy, and determined, though of course critical, support of the C.L.0.. This follows
not becausoc the C.I.0. &s &t present constituted cnd with its prosont lcodcrship is tho
suf fici at cnswer to tho necds of the workors (indood, through its fundamontel class col-
loborationism end its violetion of intra-union democracy, it acts evon now cnd will in
tho futuro incroosingly act countor to tho nocods of tho workcrs), but bccausc in tho
light of tho roal ond actual conditions of tho prosont, the direction of the C.Il.0. 18,

the direction of advance for the labour movement, just as the direction of the A.Foof"L.“
officialdom is the direction of decay and disintegration. As againgt the A.F.of L. bur-
support the C.I.C.

therefore, Marxists must, whol e-heartedly and unembiguously,

egucracy,
aettitude is at present compatible with progressive trade unionism.

Only such an

The Communist party policy for the next period, however, is formulated around the
single slogan of “unity". "We shall", Browder se&ys in the report already referred to,
"prodouble our efforts in the fight for trade union unity, for the unity of the American
Federation of Labour.... We think that it wuld be harmful if any unions were- divided,
one section going to the C.I.0., the other to the A.Fe0f Lesoss under no conditions do we
carry that fight on in such a way as to make a split in that union.... For example, 1n
the probable orgenisetion of some sections of heavy machinery, we will have the problem
of whether these new unions shall go into the Machinists or into some of the other unions,
whether it be the Amal gema ted Association, or what not. Generally, we have been clear on
this last question. We refused to use our forces to carry sections of newly organised
workers away from the jurisdictional claims of the Machinists Union over into some of the
sndustrial unions, where there was a Iear that this would intensify rivelries and sharpen

the split"”.

(To be continued)
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