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i b An.om:mous atmosphere surrounds the passing of the old year, a suffocating atmoa-

phere which has enveloped the whole world. Everywhere there is despondency, dejection, a

+ heavy gloom. Nowhere is there & ray of light. Not even the paid professional optimists
cen pr?duce the appearance of cheerfulness. Vho can laugh in the face of a gangrene that
18 ?atlng awey his 1limbs? U/ho can breathe -- let alone sing or dance or create =-= when
hg 1s choking amid the stink .of his decomposing body? The privilege of possessing more
finely developed senses becomes & source of keenest suffering, as time marches on and the

degay of our cilvilisation edvances. Today only those who are without eny senses at all
fall to perceive this decay and its stink. |

The year 1938 brought this truth to the notice of millions, more urgently than any
previous year had done since 1914. Who can maintain that the world at the end of 1938 is
richer than it was a year ago? Who can meintain that we are marching forward along the
road of progress, eanrichment and wel fare of mankind? Who can maintain thet we have climb=
ed higher up the ladder of civilisation!? | g |

B ieT®

The bitter truth is that the world has become poorer, that we are marching back toe

wards barbarism and slavery, that the falling from off the ladder is proceeding at a
quicker rate than the climbing upwards? Owing to the breakneck speed of events, to the
innumerable political crises focussing public attention on the question of war or pesce,
people perforce forgot that the world is agein in the grip of an economic crisls of .the
first magnitude. People .have forgotten to enquire, or perhaps they are not very eager 1o
know the number of millions of unemployed throughout the world, during this year 1938,
They do not like to be reminded of such unpleasant facts. Except for the huge unemployed
army itself, the people are unwilling to think that during the past ten years we have had
only two non-crisis years, and that the remaining eight years were years of crisis, or
depression, or recession as the ruling classes call it. Eight years of economic crisis |
out of ten years! Moreover, during these ten years just past, world-production has never

* again reached the production level of 1929; and this means that even in the short "“recov-

* ery" period capitalism could no longer meke use of 8ll the production machinery at its

" disposal. Could any better proof be given that at the end of 1938 the world is poorer
than it was a year ago? Vhat could be clearer proof than the means of production lying
idle, unused, the unused machinery, the unused land, the unused energy, the unused labour
power? The people have been deprived of their potential goods, not because they do not
need them, for they are, in fact, starving for lack of thems They have had to go with-

out tlese goods, simply because they cannot pay for them.

The full extent of the economic crisis of 1930 and the impoverishment of ’?he world
during this year has also been in part concecled by the frgnzied rea.rmamtoa‘nt, which might
be more correctly called the feverish preparations for the Second World wWars How much
more deeply would the crisis be felt, how much bigger wou ld b"e' the w1en.1ployment, figures,
were it not for the fact that millions of people a;r.e.er.;g&{ged in producing == wea&pons of
destructiont Germany, for instance, has less than a mil}'iog unemployed, and has even &
shortage of skilled labourh But when we consid?r. tha.’f. millions of worlfers are being mo=
bilised and sent %o dig tremches, to erect f?rtlflc‘a’olons on the frontg;?rs‘, to build
military roeds, underground aerodromes and g.a.r-def?nce eish.el;:ters,_ “that m.ll:x.ong more are
in forced labour service (vithout actual pay, working 11191’03!.6‘33 hours, unc_ier J.frongmza.:x:‘-
tary disc ipline) to replace the former, and that again millions mﬁo re &r? in the actual &
milité.ry forces (amy, police, storm troops, black .guurds-3 Gestapo, spying and PI:°-P&S§¥1¢§
services all over the w%rld?)?‘-, then we can fom a true est-gg&te gf the economic altug-tz.@n
vi ' where production of commodities to satisfy the

in Germany: viz., & virtual war economy,
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uced to the barest minimum. Guns instead of butter, fortifica-

eds of the people is red
e houses, etc., ©tcCe

tions and barracks instead of dwelling-

But in the United States end Britein, where the public economy is not on such a de-
+ be absorbed or concealed so readily &as in Germany

‘ war basis, the unemployed cenno
g : arose when the Czechoslovakian crisis provided

taly. if we except such an occesion as , : :
or Lieds n the digging of trenches 1n parks or in the Air Raids Precautions

work of this nature i j | ‘ :
It is obvious that in these countries also Capitalism is already
To

service in Britain. . . N
trying to £ind in the war preparations an escape from the ravaging economlic CrilslSe
gn ever greater extent their economy is being tuned up for war, and the outcome of all

this can only be YRrs

No great knowledge of economics is required in order to grasp this plain fact.
Milliards upon milliards more spent on rearmement means milliards upon milliards less
spent on food, clothing, housing, or other necessities or conveniences for the people.
The people, the workers and peasénts, have to pay the cost of this rearmament. They re-
ceive less food, less clothing, less housing, fewer soc ial services, scantier education,
:n order that the arsenals of the world may be fed with guns, tanks, gases and bombers.
And eventually they will consume the contents of these arsenals. The arsenals will feed

them with the food of deathe. *
f

Naturally the ruling classes everywhere are pushing the burden of the economic cri=- |

sis on to the exploiteds The workers and the colonial people have to pays The slight
r struggles of prev-

gains which tho orgenised workers have been asble to win in the bitte

ious years are now being lost in the onslaught of the capitalistse The most striking
exemple of this is provided by the industrial struggles and strike wave in France at this
time, with the bosses advencing and the workers losing both economically and politically.
In 1936 Reformism and Staliniam succeeded in saving Capitalism in France by checking the
workers' struggle, promising them through the People's Front 10 se feguard their social
and economic gains, collective contracts, holiday with pay, & 40-hours* week, soclal leg-
islation, etc. In 19308 the bourgeoisie recovered, took the offensive, brushed aside
their helpers such &s Blum and Thorez, and proceeded to take away everything which they
had been forced to give two or three years before. The People's Front fulfilled its des~
picable role of paving the way for Fascisme. If the French working class will digest these
lessons speedily, it will not be too late even at this eleventh hour To sa¥e Frangg Iram

Fasclame
X 2R X X X X

It is not only in South Africe that we feel we have been carried back a hundred
years. Some here have been finding consolation in the thought that it is only the Cen=-

tenary Celebrations which outwardly have turned the clock backwards, and that, as soon as
the Celebrations are done with, we shall return to a normel minde But this is & liberal
illusione For it is not merely in the Voortrekker beards and costumes and vehicles that

the thrust backwards is expressed. It is not merely the outer appearance but the spirit
of 1838 that is with us; the spirit of reaction of the slave-owners against the libera-
tion of the slaves, the spirit of reaction against reforms, against liberalism. Today,
as in the day of the Voortrekkers, there is the same hatred and intolerance towards the
Non-Europeans, the rigorous segregation, forever barring them from citizenship, from
equality even before the law. After a hundred years of strife the Yoorirekkers have won
outrights The legislation of today has accomplished the enslaving of the Bantu more 0
fully than the Voortrekkers of 1838 ever hoped for. Their principle of the Masters and
Servants relationship has been supplemented by the principle of Trusteeship, which totale -
ly rejects all c¢laims of the Bantu to a real place in civilisation. What is still worse

is that whereas a hundred years ago reaction wes retreating before the march of progress
and embarked u-on the Trek, today progress has retreated before the march of reaction.

R

Today progress is on the trek.

Decaying Capitalism is prepered to go to eny length in a compromise with the feudal
forces. It throws off the mentle of deamocracy; it accepts the "leader" principle, the
racial theories, against which it fought a hundred years ago. Not only in the presence
of Hitler's envoy, who was wildly cheered and carried shoulder-high at the Celebrations,
has this changed attitude found expressions Not only in the shouting down of Mre« Doug~
las, or in the adoption of "Die Stem" as the National Anthem, or in the re=neming of
Roberts! Heightse It hes been clearly seen in the Imperialist press and the English 1ibe
erals, as they cravled on their bellies accommodeting themselves to the holiday spirit,
~to the processions and celebrations where they were not wanted, and swallowed all the

;r}sults of the Fescist forces on the march. And of course, together with the English
llbera.ls.whd,‘pretend.ed not to notice the Fascist character of this march sand mobili at ion
&cqomganled everywhere by anti-gemitic outbursts, there were the Stalinists, who ala.b =
tr}ed ‘to accommodate themselves to the trekkers. The threat of violence, hemver;
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against Trade Union participation prevented the Stalinists from sharing in this latest
People's Front venturetl

The truce between Hertzog and Malan, the Government's parleyings through Pirow with
the Fascist countries exclusively, and General Smuts’ latest speeches on the necessary
modification of Democracy in the "mew" world order, on the Lea ue of Nations (League of
Fescist Nations), and on the contemplated prohibition of parties that endanger.“law and
order", all these are ominous symptoms for the coming 1939 e Reaction and Fesclism are on
the march in South Africa. We should not be surprised if in the cominc months the rem-

nants of "free" speech and a "free" press were to be reserved for those only who accept

the viewpoints of the Voortrekkers, or of Imperiglism, or of both combined 1n FascClsShe

not only in South Africa that we witness this re-

But, as we have said above, it 1s
cression is of more then &

trogression. In Germany and Italy, for instance, the retro ;
mere (%) hundred years. The complete disappearance of the "Habeas Corpus", the arbitra-

riness of the rulers in disposing of individuals regerdless of their own fak ed law-courtis _
(e.g., the case of Pastor Niemoller) seems to belong rather to the darkest periods of‘ the a.
Middle Ages than to the 20th century. When & man d isap pears, his relations are afraid to ;
ask for him or his body! People are arrested for listening to Beethoven' s musi?t j}nd the
persecution of the Jews along with revolutionaries has no parsllel at any time in historye

Even the terrible tales of the Inquisition, and the expulsion of the Jews from Spa.in.&nd
' Portugal, let alone the Tsarist pogroms and the Black Hundreds, pale in comparison with

the sadistic war against the Jews in Germany today. Not only are they beaten to death, s

tortured and murdered in concentration campse. Not only are their houses set on fire,

their businesses plundered. Not only are the "Aryan" shopkeepers forbidden to sell them

food, are forbidden in some cases even to sell them milk for the childreni Not only are _

their children forbidden to attend schools. Not only are they driven forth from trades, ‘

business, and professions. Not only are they to be segregated in ghettos, not only will

they soon have to carry a yellow spot. They are deprived of humen rights and status,

they are deprived of their possessions, robbed of everything. Yet they are not allowed

to leave the country, although there is nowhere in it a place for them to0 goe (Anti-semi=- |

tism advances side by side with reaction in every country). Nevertheless, they are kept [

as hostagese Five hundred thousand citizens are kept as hostages in the country of their

birthe They are to be & source of income for the Fascist bandits. Not only for the sake '

of the milliards marks which they must contribute, but for still more release money to be 4

extracted from Jews in the United States, Britain, Holland, by these sadistic criminels

in Germany. And the “civilised world" extends to these unfortunates its sympathyleccoeos

eessand closes its doorst

This policy is already followed by Italy. And &s Fascism spreads and replaces bour~-
geois democracy in country after country, the fate of the Jews in Poland, Roumsnia, Hun-

cary, the Baltic States hangs in the balance.

This is what Capitelism in decay looks like in 1938. This is how our civilisation _
is marching rapidly =-- BACKWARDS. It is the greatest mistake to assume that this pro- :
cess is only possible in Germeny oOr Italy, that “this can never happen here". This year

’ 1938 has proved conclusively the fallacy of this argument. The example of “democratic" .

| Czechoslovakia, which turned fascist overnight, exhibits the same houndinz of communists,
socialists, and Jews. The same process wuld be found in “ecultured" Frence, if France t

' turned Fasciste And France is on the way to Fascisme. How much “democracy" is left in

France, or even in Britein? The press is muzzled by the advertisers, Parliament is muzz-
led by the Government, Criticism of the Prime Minister is strictly "verboten", on the
plea that to offer such criticism is "to befoul our own nest". The Fuehrer=-principle is
strongly advocated as compatible with democracy. The totalitarian system is openly
praised as preferable to the clumsy, slow democratic system. And the best way to save
democracy from Fascism is to adopt Fascismll The Official Secrets Act, the Libel Act,
and the Incitement to Disaffection Act are but a few steps from the totalitarianisation
of the Press. Capitalism in decay moves the world backwards and no country is immune

from this processe

e =

XX XX XK X

The year 1930 will be set down in the imperislist annals as a "year of peace". The
politicians and journalists, the pald servants of the ruling class, will in their New ‘ ,
Year messages and reviews stress the point thait, while i1 was an uneasy year, while world
peace was several times threatened, still “sanity" prevailed and, thenks to the indefatie
gable servcies for peace of this or that statesman, saviour, friend of the people, etc.,
etc., etc.,, peace was saved. These rascals close tkeir eyes to China, where the lives of
four hundred million people are affected by the war that has been going on there for
eighteen monthse The millions of those who were killed or wounded, who succumbed to dige-
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ea.se, hardghips, hunger, the milllons of destitute whose homes‘ar'ld-.3.1‘-’-811?3(?0%1‘;"21'%?16&-.
troyed by the warfave, by ‘the brutel air bombardments of the sivilian popu fl ; . 6
disappearance of big cities reduced to ashes and shambles, the rapad and malmed women epg -
children, are not taken into account by these scoundrels who prate of a peaceful 1936. 86 .

B of a0 s : : ' e
. an, They close their oyes 1o Gpaln, vhero war has beaen going on for thirty moni:,hs with all po iy
n Pal egtine, where the was

the @ccompanying devastation énd Norrorse They close their eyes to

. - : . . o, T . . it -
Bui Ypeace-lovine' m@tion indulges in warfare against the Arab peoples gtill this is called

o : i : es:
e wa peace, the poacoful vear of 1938% And even this is not the whole tales There is also ghm
11y, {0 be addod the ve against the Jews, a most bestial, cold-blooded war to which we have g

L W yoferred above. And el ways there must be remembered the constant class Var against the

e 1ir | .

. workevrs and agairgt the colonial peopless
0 ‘ - e
8¢
- 8T ' kg b  JAt Ao - 0 ] ' . ] IaB
N O] lo see, thea, what kind of peace was “saved". Bearing this in mind, we may proceed 124
to consider caortdin questions. "The first question is: Who saved this peace? Or, alter- -,
o g1 natively: Whal saved this peace? The imperialist press of the respective blg powers o
ds u readily supply the answer: Roosevelt, Chamberlain, Daladier, Hitler, Mussolini. The Ba"

i, ks | . o e

1 fo petty bourgeoisis judt as readily accept the answer. If it were indeed true th&tdtzfmié % v
)le, five rulers “soved “he peace", then it would be relevant to inquire who threatene The an

i 4 R : : ‘ = o= it
’ peace, for they must have saved it from somebody or somathing that threatened

. ‘ : ; 5 Az ‘ 1 = ive entl emen

the "only deduction we can arrive at from such a supposition is this: 1L Jmeb? f;}; m&st ha ve o Th
tual who reprasent the ruling class in their respective countries, saved 99&;‘3’the respective
1 tl been threatened by the oppressed classes, by the wrkers and peasant&; y th

LB AR viously absurd. But,
’ workers anc peasentes of Britein, Frence, Germany, Italy. This 3,'5 Ob(.e and}they nust have i
Urd  4¢ it is absurd, thea it is they, the exploiters, who threatened pza;eaceo Tt A Imp.er-
th saved it from themselves. The workers and peasants everywhere “‘&n. > i for oy
| for colonial me.rkevs, - ca

ah jalism, with its siruggles and counstant economic war fare

T m o We nat cause
B . . . S E . S » : ee".’2 ‘vvc‘rs, ‘tﬂa ' S
5 & material s, for investments, for profits, 1t 1s Imperialilsm that breed

e bandits who repre- z

b wars, that produces wars. How then can peaco be saved Dby thea?e fiv N rease o
' B gent Imperialism, the ruling class in their regspective countries’? HOU_ICnﬁ I;s —, i F1
fo if Imperialism remains? Peace was not savel, and cannot be saved, S0 LOIG R af
::t remains, so long as Capitelism remailnse. Ch
o ; . 1) 3
g in. alternative argument is brought forward from the sof"t‘i"al].-ei ML;EZ ébl?giﬁ‘e;:’e zgom.
BE the petty bourgecisic: "It was the neople who ga.ved PG&C@_ &t I\:unlc ZOTisa'*"lon by e E
'TC  the pecolé in Britaein. France, Germany, Italy, of a war, end the i”i’iv 0;1!& Here the 4
® rulers of this abhorrence forced them == to come to & peaceful &0 LF]; el o b . a
ed wish is the father of the thought, while both wish and thought arew taas 0: :ﬁ‘lg ea. 1;&01- T
figts. QCertainly ®the people did not want war; they always sbhor P o*hBl’i(: revireltc'e ul-
ness of the people, that is, of the workers and p';?asal:lt?, .3:8 not eﬂou‘u e P - ‘{’3.‘1‘-
For if this loaging of the people for peace were Su ffl(::lel’lu O pre.asexv§ -th, we stou
never had had ware The oppressed classes have no say 1B the aff%}:re} of the coun.ry. The
stete is the organ of domination by the ruling classes, who run 1% :1:1'1 thé‘z:!.r ovm_'lnt.erest.
' The ruling classes make war without asking the ‘pGOple \ivhethe I théy vant it or n(?t. * Some-
& thing ‘more tham the mere wigsh ‘>f the people for peace 1S r‘leedad\ in _or-d.er 1o achleve peages,
3 It ig necessary to wrest the State machinery from:the ruling clags and smash the power
\ 1

" of 'the exploibers in order that peace may be achieved.

J | None of thes ' % T : :
long as they were not faced with a direct threat of revolution from thelr working class,
' the talk about the people saving peace at Munica 1s nothing more .than the plous hope of

who are rsluctant to recognise this threat and who will certainly not work for

s bandits at Munich was concerned with the wish of the people. And so
]
:

pacifists
its realisation. .

he gecond question to be answered is: For how long was peace, evii this dublous
sort of peace, Mgaved"? Our Prime Minister, Gen. Hertzog, supplied the answer: "“For
fifty years, if not for ever®™. If that were so, then Munich should become the Mecce of
peace. Hitler and Mussolini, along with Chamberlain and Daladier, should receive the
Nobel prize for peace, and in every town memorials should be erected ia their honours

‘ Vitheorante of peacel  If that were really so, we could understand how Jemes Mexi
(the Chairnin oi the Indepeadent Labour Party in Britain) burst forth into impassio.ned‘
panegyric in.Pa'.rliament a._xft_er the Prime Minister's return from Munich. Even his hysteﬁ;
z;“i gsgsz;cioguzﬁirﬁoﬁg gczl’ji-ﬁn“gfrgél; I;be?rla.ir} on that ocgasiog night heve se.qmﬁd o

| A ki £ ~not Soclelist" as Jimmy Maxton. But who Wy‘ _.
can be so stupid as to take seriously the eilly statement mad i L
lster? At the same time as Hertzog made | ¥ PN

e T T et g iy vt SR
S L% 1 o i ) oo JULES R s Y

o 2’; ; zs lléhglg.)? ;l‘ Sl(')l ;mg ; Q;ISH l‘, ‘that “we might have saveq peace perhaps for a yeer * ..

information ot i‘lr st hand li“.‘l Ilrc?w, ngtzog‘ 8 probable successor, who has beet




!

- e

even Mr. Hore Belisha's estimete is too liberal. According to lire Pirow, the tengion 18
g0 acute that war is almost inevitable unless a miracle happens, and that the breaking
point will be reuched by the time.of the coming springs A similar pessimistic statement
was made by lMrsKennedy, the United States ambassauor 1in Londons. Even more significant 1s
it that the Impericlist press, the pro-Chamberlain press, dares not rofute and dispel this
pessimisms. | hence comes so marked a change, barely three months since peace was "gaved"?
Though, indeed, the "change" ig one for simpletons onlys Just after Munich we said that
this 1s only a respite of short duration and that Chemberlain knows 1te

These bandits know each other and the game too well to Dbe deceived by this or that
declaration or scrap of paper. "My last territorial claim in Europe" 1s after all not the .
}agt- And of just the same value is the signing of the Anglo-Italian Treatly and its rat-

1 ification by Mussolini, especially the assgurance of the maintenance of the status quo in
: the.Mediterranean. There liemel, here Corsica and Nice and Tunis. Today Lithuania, to~
| morrow Poland, Switzerland, Denmark. Todey Suez and Somaliland, tomorrow Tangier, the
; Ba193:105. the Canaries, Hong Konge VWhere will the Four-Power Pact stop this revision
cr:ze. Three months after the '"no more war" declaration, the trade war between Britain
znue§f§ming hés broken out Openly.-- without gloves. Chamberlain and his clique are i
Tﬁey spg;aide“Sf ;hgy feel the pinch in the Balkans and all central and eagtern Europe. .
i thg conc 2 < the Anglo-Americen Trade Pact, they send along Eden as a political r
W thzéatenngiﬁcaa;?vzhgzlfbeydare now ready, they boast of their financial power, !
My n. Ay SeA T R G iard-pounds rearmament programme, and they know that nothing ;
.

g tTfeagquea%fn;;ls n9t over Memel, or Dantzig, or the Jibuti railway. These matters
anno 6ad to war. It 1is the colonies, the empire, the world domination, that lead in=- |
exorably to ware The Roman "Gazetta del Popolo" said with brutal frankness: "Britain gad |
Frence have fot {o pay for peace; Britain by yielding a colonial empire to Germany, ‘ ‘
Fr&?ce by satigfyings Italy's natural aspirations." Anyone who thinks that this can be
achieved peascgiully., that Britein eud-Erppes—ywilkl.ypluaterily giye . up. SMpires, 1s &
simpletone

!

This, then, is the balance sheet for 1938+ A war for the redivision of Africa and |

" the rest of the colonial world, and imperialist war for Wwo rld~he geuQny , Are~—+tho Proepects

for 1939« Wwhat are the workers and the colonial people going to do? Are they going to |
support Imperialigm and rivet new chains on themselves? Or are they pgoing to turn againsd

Tmperialism and smash it, and so attain freedom and peace?

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

BANTU, BOER AND LIBERAL |

The Voortrekker centenary celebrations afforded an excellent opportunity to our
"] iberals" to demonstrate the true quality of their liberalism. ihile all &round them '=‘
ndalists were gloeting over their subjugation of the Natives end |
for giving them the victory; while the more astute spokesmen of the d
reactionaries were trying to make us believe that the trekkers had performed an inestim-
eble service by spreading civilisation and religion throughout South Africe; while fasc- ' L
ist bands were beating up non-Europeans, and fanatical Afrikeners were whipping up chau-
among the backvelders; while all these things were going on the "liber-.
als" uttered no protests, exposed none of the lies or distortions of higstory with which &
we have been deluged during the last few months. On the contrary, they have for the
most part fallen into line with the reactionary propagendists, and even added their own

quotas . .
The leaders of the South African Institute of Race Relations no doubt think of

i
]
thenselves as being in the forefront of liberal thought in this country, and it is there- E
fore highly instructive to look at what they have to say about the Voortrekkers. In a ‘

the reactionary fe
thanking their "god"

vinist sentiment

Voortrekker centenary number of their journal, "Race Relations", (Vols. 5, No. 4, Nov,,
1938) they publish 8 articles dealing with various aspects of the Great Trek. One of
the euthors is a clergyman of the Dutch Reformed Church; another is Z.K.Matthews, who
ig degscribed in the introduction &s &n "outstanding leader of the Bantu peoples"; and

the others are professors or lecturers in South African universities.

. Before 00118idering the articles, it is worth while quoting the last paragraph of
the intrcduction, which is signed by R.F. Alfred Hoernle and J.D. Rheinallt Jones.

| "In the belief that 'the truth shall make you free' and that faith in the
past can only be justified through courage for the future, this number of "Race
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=

Belations“ ig offered to the public of South Africa of all races, creeds and colg,
in respectful rememberance of the best elements in the Great Trek -- in which N
Ban®u and Briton, as well as Boer, had some honourable share =-- and with an ear-
gest plea. fgr a better appreciation of the humen possibilities, active and latent, 1
in all sections of our varied population, so that all may contribute in increasing But wha
measure %o the well-being of the State. Whatever the past may teach, the future werewde

before

rests with us to fashion''e the Boe
There 3 Y g1 ' : -
ere is not & single phrase in this paragraph that rings true. "The truth shall spect |
of the

make zog frfe?. Thig is one of the most pernicious of liberal ideas. Certainly freedom

gazno f'e aahieve§ w1?hout a knowledge of the truth, but neither can it be achieved with- C
uidz. j_lnzh guermlnatlon on tlf)e part of the enslaved to know the truth and to use it as & tligr}tt'
gu n eir strugcgle for liberation. No oppressed class, however clearly it has under—enﬁ;iz

;Ezoihzhe.trut?, has ever freed itself wi?hout an active struggle apgainst 1ts oppressOrSs peated

8 13 No gll. In general humon beings pursue truth not for 1ts owd sake but as & falget

means t0 a practical end, and what is presented as “truth" will therefore depend on the

purpose for which it is sought. Thus our aim, as revolutionaries, 1s to liberate &ll_ the

oppressed and explolted, and therefore we are not interested in the truth that certaln 1 at.ent
workers with a good deal of consideratione, They

gapital?sts arec fine fellows who treat their
WJe are interested in the truth that the capitalist system

the.wmrking'masses, and that their freedom can be attaine
capitalisme But for the liberals, who 2im at nothing more than a few tinkering reforms it -im

that will case tlicir own conscience without 1ifting the burden from the shoulders of the +the o
masses, what is accepted as true is‘gyecigp}y_;h¢~kipd pj_truthrﬁhaﬁ_is irrelevanz.tp.ﬁhe eC 0N
purpo§§pjm;}pgygﬁjgm_the_gpgfessed. Thus it may be quite true thot some of the Voortreks fg] ge
kers were religious men with @ stern moral code, as one of the contributors to "Race Rela-
tions" (A.H.Murray) is at pains to demonstrate, but can anyone 1in his senses claim that

this is the kind of "truth" that will meke the Bantu free? Only one of the 8 articles == 4 on'
by J.A.I. Agar-Hamilton -- makes any pretence at presenting truth that is relevant to the ipe
oim of liberation, for it shows how the Voortrekkers cheated the Natives out of the land 4g4n

involves poverty and misery for futil
d only by the total gbolition of 4ate

g ——

that was rightfully theirse thel
tthe

If the "liberals" confined themselves to the uttering of irrelevent truths, there  of ¢

would be no need for us to waste powder and shot on theme But since they profess to icul
f truth, while at the same time aiming not at the ig I

believe in the liberating influence O
freeingof the masses but at the removel of certain rotten abuses thot are continually belngycl

thrust under their scnsitive noses, they soon becomeé involved in internal contradictions, jif -
tredictions they find 1t convenient to forget the ordin= 404

This enables them to present not only irrelevant truths ApP
Thus the cause of freedom 1s not affected by the rnowled ge :he

wore beards and rode 1n ox wagons, but 1t 1s positively hindered by you

+that the Voortrekkers

the kind of propaganda that seeks to prove that the Voortrekkers carried civilisatlon %0 ;on

the north, or that they were fine fellows who hed nothing but honourable intentlions to~

wards the Native tribes they encountered. These are falgehoods which, if widely accepted

by the natives, would only serve to cripple them in their struggle for liberation. X
qui

above is full of such falsehoods. "Faith in the past can onlygh
What meaning can this fine~-sounding phrase haveth
se the past of the Voortrekkers, can

social and economic institutions of the past are worth maln-

and therefore that no attempt must be made to @bolish the prin- +¢h
Church and State." gince the journal 1s of fered to “all races, he
ly conclude that the oppressed races are invited to justifya.c
he past that still enslave them by deciding to grin ar
A fine example of n1iberating truth"t The recl truth is that faith in W p:

The ceuse of liberation can be served only by a severely m

and & ruthless determination to smash every institution T
b

The paragraph quoted
courage for the future."

WFgith in the past,' in this ca

never be justifiedo

thet has outgrown 1its usefulness. And that means revolutlone .
WIn resoectful remenb rence of the best elements in the Great Trekh. Here g R ;
we have a "truth" vhich, because 0f its irrelevence to the purpose of attaining freedol |

constitutes a falsehoode.
that does not alter the plain fact that

the Natives and then to enslave them.
ing the rest, th
for liberation.

nant if the executors were to publish the assets of the

verse balance.
do with respect to the claims of the Natives against the

entse

1f some elements in the ‘Grea.t Trek were better
the finol effect of the Trek was to d 1sp088ess

By emphasising those Wphest elements® and neglec? C

o Miberals" seek to sidetrack the oppressed peoples 1n thelr Struggliz' q
A men who has & claim against @ benkrupt estate would be justly 0%

the 8’

wvhat the Institute of Race Relation
Voortrekkers and

that they cannot begin to

But that is precisely

The claims of the Natilves are so enormous
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before the Trek and its traditions &are completely liquidated.
1 as Boer, had some honourable smre" in the Great Treks

" of the Bantu? It can hardly be the fact that they

were defeated, or that some misguided Natives were tricked into fighting on the side of
the Boers. It can therefore only bé the fect that they fought 10O the best of their abil-
ity against the svvaderss - But if that is their honourable share, the only way to show re=
i gpect for it is to revive the Bantu struggle agalnst the robbars. Is that the intention
. of the Institute of Race Relations!? Certainly not, for if 1t were, it would be impossible
. to mention 1in the same sentence the "honourable shares" of both Bantu and Boer. To men=
tion them together is to create confusion by suggesting that there is no real incompati-
bility between the interests of Bantu and Boer, whereas the genuine struggle for the 1ib-
' eration of the oppressed demands that the incompatibility between these interests be re-
. peatedly exposed and explained. Once more the "truth that liberates" turns out to be &

falsehood that enslaves.

NBantu and Briton, as wel
But whet was the "honourable share

"AP Banest_plea for a better appreciation of the humen possibilities, active and
latent,-;n‘all sectiong of our varied population'. To whom are these words addressed!?
They can hardly be addressed to the Boers, for the wrtiers must be fully aware of the
futllltyiof ?uch~appeals. No matter how willing some of the oppressors m&y be to epprec-
}&téuthe_@@rlis of those whom they oppress, the economic structure of our society makes
1t 1mpossabie-for them to reward those merits. The only way to satisfy the demands of
the'?PPF?SS§d is to smash the economic basis of existing soc iety and to put socialist
economy in its place. The above appeal must thereiore be exposed as another enslaving

fal sehood, desiined to conceal from the oppressed the e

The "plea for @ beiter epprecias .

The very next phrase fully confirms our analysise
measure to the well-being of

tion" is issued "so that all may contribute in increasing
the State". But what is the state? It is the apparatus Dy which the ruling cless main-

tains 1ts strangle-hold over the exploited classes. 0f course the writers do not intend
their readers 1o understand’ the term "state" in this sensé. They would no doubt like
Wthe well-being of the State" to be understood as "the well-being of all the inhabitantis
of the country"s But we Mearxists have no time for sentimentel definitions, and in pert-
icular for definitions of the state that neglect the essential fact that the population
ig yade up of classes whose interests are mutually incompatible. If the suthors intend
\@ such &' sentimental definition, we must record 1t as yet enother enslaving falsehoods But
if they understand the true meaning of the State, we .can only say thet this 1s one of  the
most cynical utteranceés Wweé have ever encountereds For in that case it means thal a "betier
1 make it all the easler for

gppreciation of the humen possibilities" of the exploited wil
the ruling class to exploit them. Tf this stetement came from an open reactionary 1t
ould be intelligible, but since it comes from "liberals," there 1s no expresssion of

contempt that is sirong enough to desceibe its

gince a singlé paragraph in the introduction has demended such a lengthy analysis,
fit'"ts obvious that at least an entire issue of “The Spark'" would be required to deal adee
Qquaﬁ‘ely with the articles in the Voortrekker centenary number of "Race Relation." Ve

Ishall therefore confine ourselves to an.examination of three of the enslaving falsehoods

{that are embodied in those articlese

. The first of these falsehogd
| their intentions towards the Natives,
have come down to Use This claim is :
lacy", by A. He Murraye "An economic 1n
! and no further, while in the ’I‘r?k :'hetn.l-:nt.
! press: f this 0 JBTA DL bk | i ,
;:::::;(.m (l)i'or it is in these things that the Great Trek lives on 1n the South Africa of

B today" The,sub'tle suggestion here 15 that 17 only the-Trekkers céx be shown to have
"'i’%‘blréenym;n of high principle and noble intentions, then, since that is the part of the Tx:.ek
;"i:?;:""*-a-h 14ives on teday in gouth Afyice, it follows that thelr present descendents are motli-
9% T e i : ¢ thet is so, the Natives

- ve ] rinciples and no But if et

,{-lf,:d " b{h?quaiciyvél J;.E}; ibout.p Thelr wtrustees' are men who look on their‘“trust" as &
icrzg" J(;l;l%ig;.ti 40 whigh Principles" make it utterly imposgsible for t hem 10

S

5 is the claim that the Voortreklers should be judged by
as revealed in verious historical documents that
sleborated in an ardicle on UThe Trek and its Leg-

t erpretation of an event", he writes, "opes so far
themselves, their outlook on life @nd the ex=
ons, social, political and religious, are what

. ‘ remises for this highly fallacious train
3 Murz:ay has n simpl e oxpedient of confining his endu iry to documents
of reasoning. H® s us that before leaving the Cape Piet Re-
will be respected..

end complete ~cting factse .
T e Qo M R w the piluciples DT LS Liberty
n, And again he quotes from Re-

o wa for our future guidence
wwe will draw up proper ians s g passage that forbids the meltreatment of servants,
of "“any tribe or race which is encoun-

ef's instructions to cormandant

the seizure of Native chi g the yyolavion

ldren &N
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w. And then he adds: "It ls & pity that the Great Trek ang it
ple &re not better known by direct &ac quaintance with the original documents which hs Dy,
avy

S Al availpble®s In other words, it ds.& pity t}}at historians have dug up 5o
uncomfortabl'e,' facts that are at variance with these high-sounding sentiments., My -

| | f1
:::: 1f spmeone were to borrow money from‘Professor Murray and give him a written ur
to repay after a certain period, bpt.left the country without having peid his débi pI‘OmiSQ m
the noble professor congider the good intentions of the debtor sufficient com 8 » Wouly T)
in! hig loss? Yet he expects the Natives to believe that the innumerable wrones ihn:‘tlon Loy 4
r1 +o than are wiped.out by the expressed good intentions of Piet Retief and }gu'. fa s dop, 2}
ork pers, and their no less .repecious descendentst 8 Telioy T0p. 3]
orv | |
i The article is reactionary from beginning to end, and j : :"
:ii al as they pretend to be, they could not po ssikg);ly have,pubiigieghitedl;ﬁrsfwere b s
have published it is yet @nother proof that their "faith" in t’lé "t. i e act.that t hey
is nothing but a hollow sham. 19 Ttruth that liberates"
% gt
l : : : al
. But Murray apparently feels that it is not sufficient to quote good intentions. He

e mugt present evidence to show that those intentions were loyally fulfilled. And this
brings us to the second of our enslaving falsehoods. He neturellv cennot find any evid-

0
~ ence to show that the Natives suffered no material loss from the Trek, so he celmly ig-
o~ 1OT ©8 that aspect of the problem, and leboriously digs up little bit ’ o mly ig-
dence to show that the Trekkers of fered "spiritual' compensation f St}‘: (SocUR kA
ese They brought Chri:tianity to the Nativesi And O, #RALT TR ok A0 1‘_’93'

3« that this was at least as valuable as the 1 (; &ppare?ntly iy i Pl W

nt bitter complaint of & Native on thi it e ‘that Whe fdlehod from thems. Listen to the

# Bt du e IR s 1s }301nt. 'lhe white man ceme to our lend with the

i ° . ave the Bible, eand he has the land."

169' The truth is:thet when Christisnity is taught to a subject race, or one that 1s

b about.to becomfa subject, it is not for the benefit of their "souls", but for the financial

e benefit of their oppressors. And Murray dis ‘ust not quite clever enough in his selection

.+ Of quotations to conceal this fact. For example, he quotes from a letter that Retief

;r Wrote to Dingaan in November, 1337. | |

b | |

b, "You may bolieve what your missionaries tell you about God and his government

30! over the wprld. And I must edvise you, in connsction with these things, to speak

Yl often with these reverend men who wish to teach you God's word; for they can tell
you with how great a power God has ever ruled earthly kings, and still rules them,
I can assure you that it is a good thing that you have allowed teachers to stay in
your lands And I can assure you that they have come 10 you, because God gave 1t in

- their breasts; end they will prove to you out of the Bible that what I say 1is trus,

" As friend I must tell you the solemn truth, that all -- be they black or white =--

S; who do not wish to listen to God'3s word, will not be happyesee"

s Thig letter, and particularly the last sentence quoted, is & clear threat to Dingamn

3; He must immediately adopt the religion of Retief and his friends, and if he does not, he
i1l suffere. And what will be the nature of his suffering? Parsons tell thelr dupes
that the consequence of unbelief is "spirituel™ suffering, or the torments of hell fire,
but they do not as a rule threaten material loss. However, it is obvious from Retief's

letter that he is not in the least concerned with Dingaan's "soul". Vhat he 1s really
interested in is Dingsan's power, which of course stands in his ways The problem thet
feceg him is how to undermine that power, and his first stepils to try to shake: Dingaan's
confidence in his own authority. This he does by emphasising one particular aspect of the

missionaries' teaching -- "for they can tell you with how pgreat a power God has ever rulé
earthly kings, and. gtill rules them." . |

Now Dingaen has no knowledge of any supernatural powers other than those which he
believes to be under his control, so what is he likely to think of this talk about g pove
that is superior to his own? ‘He will naturally identify that power with the guns of the
Voortrekkers. But Retief does not want him to- come to that conclusion, so he adds &f
assurance that the missionaries '"have come %o you, because God pave it in their breas
ar.zd they will prove to you out of the Bible that what I éay is true." That is to 88V
Dingaan must not think that the missionaries have been sent by Retief to prepare the W
for an attack on his authority. They have been sent by God, and their teachings 8ré
derived from the Bible, which was not written by Retief.

t8)

: Having.. miven his.. "a}ssurance", Retief repeats his threat in even more unmistakagoi
O?T}:e’ :vgit ;i;nth eu; additional 1.;ouch, of hypocrisy that has apparently escap e t‘he‘ no
"As friend - i i Who likes to take his Voortrekker documents at their e &

s friend," 'says Retief, "I must tell you the solemn truth , that all -- be the¥ =0 =

'O O ¢+ O &+ 1 ot
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s it e = who ‘do not wish to listen to God®s word, will not be happyee.." So it is a
?riendly act to threaten one’s "friend" with unhappiness? But what should make Dingaan
unh&PPy? surely not the Silmple I“efusal to accept Christianity! For no man can be unhappy
gerely bocause hc?.r‘ofusc.as 0 believe that he will be unhappy if he refuses to believe.
The'unhapplness with which Dingaan ic threatened must therefore have & mat erial source,
quch &8 the.lOSS of land and cattle, or the 1oss of the power which ensbles him to secure
5g posSsSessSioNSe And what menaces that power? He could scarecely have failed to realise
that the only force that offered a serious threat to him was that of the white men. In
ghort, no matfcer now noble his declared intentions may have been, Retief stands self-con-
victed of having used religion as a weapon to bludgeon the Natives into acting to his ad-
vantago rather then their own.

Having proved, to his own satisfaction, though naturally not to ours, that the Voor=~
trekkers did not betrey the promises they made; Murray goes on to show that the descend~-
ents of the Voortrekkers are still faithful to those promises. He calculates that the
gnnual sum spent by the D. R. Church of the Cape on missionary work among Natives and

. Coloured people amounts to an average contribution of 6/2-3;— per member of the church, But
he "forgets" to set against this Y“generous" gift the hundreds of pounds of surplus value

| that those same members of the church extract from their Native and Coloured workers. They

| spend 6/2-%- on the "souls® of the Natives, and they would like us to believe that this is

 an adequate compensation for the ruthless exploitation of their bodiasy Of all the lies

invented by the exploiters to justify their exploitation, the lie &bout religion is one

i of the most damnable. And one of the most liberating of all truths is the truth that ex-

)poses that lie.

r The lie about religion does not stend alone. It is part and parcel of a whole sys-

| tem of lies whose object is to confuss and befuddle the oppressed. We are therefore not

| surprised to find in this same issue of %Race Relations" more than one expression of our

g | third emslaving falsehood, that is, the lie that the Voortrekkers were the torch-bearers
of civilisation in South Africa. But what we do find surprising, snd even painful, is

f that tne clearest steatement and fullest elaboration of this lie should come from the pen

of a Native who is described as an “outstanding leader of the Bantu peoples'". Here is a

| passage from Matthews' articles

"When the Voortrekkers set out ready to make the supreme sacrifice in order to
break Dingaan’s power, they fought for the triumph of the highest and best tradi=-
tions of the civilisation of which they were the pioneers in the interior of South=-
ern Africa. Their viciory has often been described as one of civilisation over
barbarism, and therefore when we say that they made South Africa safe for western
civilisation, unless words have no meaning, we imply that they intended that the
permanently valuable agpects of their civilisation should become part of the heri-
tapge of every group represented in South Africa. To sey this is not inconsistent
with another great wish of the Voortrekkers, namely, that no other group should be,
| denied the opportunity of contributing the permenent values of its owmn way of life
14 to our national heritage. I teake it that this is what is meant by each group de-
veloping on its own lines. To my mind, the Voortrekker creed can be said to rest
on two pillars, nemely, the extension of the essentiel values of western civilisa-
tion to all groups anc. the freedom of each distinct ethnic group to retein what it

considers valuable in its ow cultural heritage".

It is the plein duty of every Bantu leader to eXp0se the sham and hypocricy of this
claim about civilisation. But instead of exposing it Metthews espouses it. It is true
that he goes on to say that "we have not always worked for the fulfilment of this idesl
whether in theory or in practice". But it is not enough to say that; he should have
shovn that the ideal itself is a fraud, that it does not exist except in the imagination
of a few "liberal® lackeys of the ruling class. Since he has failed to perform this obe

vious duty, we must do it instead.

First of all, let us have a clear idea as to what is meant by civilisation. 1In the
~ propaganda of the ruling class it is customary to identify it with Christianity and tho
- moral code that is associated with it, that is, with an elaborate system of superstitious
beliefs and practices, and a moral code that is designed %o protect the property of the
rulirp class. But history shows that the church has been one of the bitterest opponents
of civilisation. Thus the church persecuted and imprisoned Galileo for publishing as-
tronomical regearches that were of the greatest practical importance for navigation, and

;i Without which there micht havs been no Voortrekkers to carry the torch of “civiligation"

l;j‘into the heart of Africa. (ivilisation means first of all enlightenment =-- the very

- %Pposite of superstition. But it is much more than that. It means the conquest of na-
the harnessing of power so that man's needs may be satisfied

Vith & minimum of labour . the application of science %o agriculture so that the risks of

‘ure for the benefit of men,

s
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vision of gan itation and othor health @ervice,
be minimised. It means the orgRnisn, ,eni
y 10 the World UM% .

leading even tuall
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these things, it means
From this 1t will be seen
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nce of all

o may b
and disc
tieg on an ever widen
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hunger and fam in
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tion of humen activi

of Socialist Republicge.
creasing measure 0 freedom for &1l tho members of society. . |
that civilisation 1s not something fixed and static, but is & moving and oroWing phenome- »
non whose ultimate po ggibilities we cannot as yel imaginee ‘;:1
¢
n is a dynamic process, it is by no means uniform in the t’];;d
wrld where its advance is rapid 10“‘

at from

But el though civilis&tio
t Trek represented & retre $iV
|

‘menner in which 1% spreadse. There &re regions of the
and others vhere it slows dow, Or The Gree&
goc ial orgr_u.n‘i.sation. "

civilisa tion, a protest against the abolition of slavery and apgainst

The Trekkers refused to be menbors of w community that was exposed 1O the influences of -
Europe&n civilisation, and sought to establish & narrcw, closed comaunity of their oOWwWn, "o
retaining their ancient superstitions and the institutions that werc :.xppmpriato to an
parlier stage in tho development of civilisatione It ig therefore & plain 1ie to B8Y

that they carried civilisaetion into hern Africae Their victory Wwaa gol

the interior of Sout
not a triumph of civilisetion over berbarisn, but of one barbarisn OVer enothers FoOor re= g4,
ation of Europe at the time of what their descendents NOwW .y

lative to the civilig the Trek,
choose to call their Woivilisation" was in reality barbarisme be
th
Whatever civilisation was carri of Africe, it wWas carried not 40
For the caepitalists require & relatively free and 30

the Boers but by the bourgeoisilee.
abour force for the sonduct of t he ir industrial enterprises,
the relative barbe rism

eriougly hampered by

has enabled than to veto any social or t1

benefits of civilisation to the Na- 3
{

ed into the interior

by
not entirely illiterate 1l

But even their civilising influence has been 8
of the feudal Boers, whose nunerical superiority
political innovations that might tend to spread the

tive population.
in South Africa :

The claim that the Voorirekkers were the pioneersa of civilisation
the lie, nor even the mogt important pert "

ig & lie, but it is by no means the whole of

of it Matthews writes that "when wo say that they (the Trekkers) mede South Africe safe

for western civilisation, unless words have no meaning, we imply that they intended tlet

the permanently valuable &aspects of their civilisation should become part of the heritage
n" to the test of

of every group represented’ 1in south Africa®. Let us put this "intentio
asking how far it hes been put into precticee just how much of this Wheritage" has 8cC-

tually come into the hands of the Natives? A very smell proportion of the urban Natives
who have had the benefit of education are sble to enjoy a few of the fruits of civilisa-

tion., but the overvwhelming majority of them are, by reason of the starvation wages they
receive, permanently debarred from such enjoyment.

| : : It is nothing short of fraudulent to
say tl:lat the urb?n.Natlves arc given the opportunity to become civilised. Even the in-
dustrial bourgeoisie, whose civilising influence 1s very much greater than that of the
Boers, have no intention, &s measured by their actions, of admitting the Natives to the

benefits which they themselves enjoy.

But the town Natives form only a small proportion of the total N.tive populat 10N
ed as urban Natives, because they are rigidly excluded

The mine workers cannot be consider
gether in compounds which they are not allowed to

from the towms. They are herced to
1 save except to go to work. Although technically they live within municipel arees, -‘they
o

are in practice denied all the adventages of towm life. 1113
Na.tive?, they are living not in the o.gi of industrial civ?iiigzizgebztlﬁozﬁ 0: oy
foudalign. Consider education, for example. Only & very smell proportion o: tﬁe - :
are taught to r_'ead and write, and even then it is not for the purpose of civil] Riping
Tf‘le strong religious bias of Native Woducation” indicetes that its Ob'ectCJ:Vl ising them.
%1ght<.an but to confuse, by substi..tuting new superstitions in place ofJold tzenothto 54
reeking down. As for the material adventages of civilisation, how much of t;&t ::.n‘gz

enjoyed by a liative who e2rns 10/~ per month?

The lie about civilisation is so gross that even the ruling class is unable t
0

stick to it consistently. When the deca ' in
. . y of capitalism resulted '
large and growing class of “poor whites", the government tried to me?’::et;:e:ﬁz:t:g a‘b
n by

what it called & “civilised labour" ’ :
Bl . v policy, that is, a policy of fA s e f
Na]’f..:l.ve workers by equally unskilled white workers. ’In gthe:y word:‘epﬁzln%vunskill?d
policy towards the poor whites is & {4t deniel of the claim that 1’;he Vogrt:x;ﬁ:r:: .

- » | 4 or

anyone else gave civilisation to the Natives.
It is instruc*i#e to' note in passi | ' '
.4 A ruc . passing that the tem "civilised lebour
lie than the claim that civilisation has been gilven to the Hati:::% tﬂm&‘;:zmm 10:; .

t is intended to deceive the poor whites. For those pela are not more civilisged

than the Natives» They &re just as ipnorant and superstitious

.—h&-—.lcﬁ;.‘l. h
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| The general dry-rot that has set in in all the larger lebour organisetions through-
| ir the world has not been without effect on the smaller struggling movenments which b.ve
|:itempted to base their practice on the theory of revo-lutionaty M;rxian,- A.: tl';: te:aion
~inside eech capitalist and imperialist country davelopa,l and as thg co:tr&dctv pa ‘e;t
"tween the competing imperialisms grow more and more acute, so does it become mor: nrg

|:4r the parties of revolutionary marxism to stiffen their ranks end guard more c o:e A
br t g ortunism and reformism. The inevitaeble development ofc«apitulian‘.‘ 1tﬁs ngn:;
:;?:?i]sn iﬁ)o e cannibalistic and openly reactionary fom he.s the ef fy_o.t o:h ::g::inglub
"iegradin ¢ even further all th;s:§ ; rg:;li-sr:t 31;2 g; :Dﬁii?.g‘l;x‘m ::;u; oy thoorypmd
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UISSTONARIES = “THE CHAMPIONS OF THE NATIVE CAUSE'
: In South Africe there is a traditional belief that the missionaries have elways
- |beents a.nd still RS, ﬂ}e true friends of the oppressed Bantu people, and that some aay %
| they W}ll“SI}CCGGd in liberating them. The Bantu themselves believe that the missionary -
lig thelr Thite Father, their protector, their leader and adviser who will protect them f{rom
What has been the effect of this belief? The mission-
that when

Jipe vultures of the ruling class.

Jaries have enjoyed the unreserved trust and confidenc
they have made the

o of the Bemtu people, 80
wey easy for its accep-

;‘;:any oppressive lecislation has been pro ject ed,
| tance. For wnet 1s the usuel nature of thie advice? To protest with eloquent and humble
but in the end to accept the oppression and make

which of course fall on deaf ears,
| the best of 1te It has been all the more easy
| pecause they are crateful to the missionaries for supplyin

yhich they hunger soO much e

for the Bantu people O trust this advice,
g them with the education for

particularly the faming

tion of the ruling cless also,
their liberal views excite

In the eyes of a large secC
he champions of the Bantu, and

community, the missionaries are t
'-stro_ng criticism and hostility. They have been mece to appear &S the martyrs of the Ban tu

Tndeed it is believed that they act apeinst the interests of the ruling cless o

[ which they belonge Actuelly the opposite 1is ©rue; they make the vway ©asy for the oppres-

| sors to exploit their victims. It 1is time to clear up this myth about Our "pene factors"
et the Bantu people ca.st sside once and for all these

to go back to the time of the early missionaries, for they played

he history of South africa. The most prominent of them were sent
society at the be ginning of the 19th century, (3799) == and

e colonists, who were too shortsighted to realise that the
heir grovocative brutel -

1bes was wiser than t
sl order of society. The

. onaries arrived ot the Cepe they found a feud
] Hottentots and other gboriginal

on the land of the nel ghbouring
Those tribes who refused toO
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land beyond the bounderies of the ever-increasing col-
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. «tg on the others
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For the bourgeoisie in general thesoc words applied only to the fortunate members of their
ry were in the air

own class. The ending of the slave trade and the ebolition of slave

too, and were quite honestly supported by missionaries and other liberals, but supported
by politicians for very differont roesons, namely economic reasons, @s part of the grow-
ing strupggle between Europeen powers for colonial supromacye It was in the 1nterest of
capitalism in the new industrinml ecra to heve & new kind of slave, the vage-slave who was
“free" to sell his only possassion, his labour-powers Moreover, a young &nd vigorous
capitalism was now increasingly concerned with colonisation, with finding new markets -
abroad and sources of raw material. Emigrants hed theilr private reasons for settling in
unknown countries, poverty, the nesed for meking & new start in 1ife, and so one. The
migsionaries also had their reasons, regurding_thanselves as torch-bearers to bring the
light of Christianity into the dark plaées of the earth. But however unconscious some

of then might be of their real function, they were &ll part of & well-orpganised capital-
ist system intent on establishing White domination in the colonies. For this purpose &
Governor and a military force carried out the policy of the Home Government, and control-

led colonist and missionarv slike.

When the British Govermment took control of the Cape in 1806 their attitude towards
snd the Bentu tribes)

the Natives (the Hottentots and Bushmen, who were mostly slaves,

was substantially the seme as that of the Boers, namely, possession of the land, and

where resistance was of ferod, subjugation. It must not be suppos ed that they were more ’
entury onwards, first |

pumane. “As severcl documents testify, from the beginning of the c¢

in connection with the few remaining free Hottentots and later with the Bantu tribes, i
there is the same shameful story of land-grabbing, cattle-stealing (called confiscation),
treachery and bruteli*y towards netive chiefs, as had existed before. It is & story that
makes the name of civilisetion stink in the nostrils of the most barbarous.

In the following year, 1807, came the end of the British slave trade and therefore
the stopping of the import of slaves into the Cape. Thin: angered the Boers by shortening
the labour supply, but at the seme time it served only to intensify the ser fdom of the
landless Hottentot against whom laws were pessed to prevent them moving from plece to
place. This is vhere the missionaries come in. Thier chief representative was Dre
Philip, who was sent out by the London Missionary Society in 1819, and very soon came in-
to conflict with the colonial government. It happened that the London Missionary Society
was short of funds, because it depended upon voluntary subscriptions and donationse. It
therefore instructed its missionaries to form amongst the tribes as meny self-supporting
institutions as possible. These could not be formed amongst wandering landless people
with no certain means of livelihood. It rested with Dr. Philip to expose the brutal
treatunent of Hottentots and to agitate for & piece of land to be given them where they
might be placed under the control of officials and missionaries and turned into docile
subjects of the Crown. The antagonism here between missionary and Government is only
superficial. For Dr. Philip, an intelligent man, argued that a degraded class of dis-
contented serfs wes a drag on society and a source of insecurity to the colonists. (In
the early years of the century Hottentot slaves had united with the Bantu in a revolt
against their masters). Note the function of the humeie treatment of the oppressed as

advocaeted by the most outspoken liberal of his time -- to subdue by kindness because
brutality creates insecurity for the exploiters.

Dr. Philip®n agitations bore fruit at last, after a great deal of controversy and
ill-feeling between missionary and colonist. In 1829 the Kat River settlement of Hot-
tentots was established by Stockenstrom, . landdrost wno shared Dr. Philip's liberal
And Stockenstrom®s letter to Pringle, an 1820 settler, in praise of the settle-
ment, is illuminating from our point of view. In the first place it constituted & buf-
for state between the hostile Bantu and the colonists. 1t cost little money, he said,
beyond the minister's stipend, the price of some puns for thelr protection end some seed.

And they dutifully contributed to the colonial revenue. They were docile, hard-working
1 pgreat distances for divine service and their spiritual

and gpd-fearinge "They trave
f the fruits of their lebours". The missionaries had done

guides speak with delight o .
their work well indesd. What an object lesson on the benefits of subjugation by kindnesst

Vviewses

ial Govermment took that lesson to hearts The conflict
rontier tribes had been growing in bitterness and brutal-

ity, and the Governor did his best to form a treaty with one of the chiefs, Geika,
against the otherse It proved no eamsy matter till Mr. Read, a missionary was instructed

to esteblish himself beside Gaika's village and the following year was present at the
f and the governmeni. The outcome of that troaty

signing of the treaty between the Chie . ‘ . |
wos that gradually Gaika lost most of his territory and his son was deprived of all of
ite It is a peinful story. Thomes Prinzle, the liberal friend c?f Stocker.xstrom and

Philip, was moved to write about it some years af.t'er.' and fco outlme.a. pt?llcy towards the
Bantu vhereby the Government might procure their friendly co-operation instead of bitter

It seemed as if the colon
between the colonists and the i
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hOStility and the determination to be fr 1t '
i e6. |/hat is the nature of this liberal policy!?
This is what Princle writes: e .

. ?Sevoral chiefs have al ready embrac ed Christianity and are ready to establish
misgionary institutions in the midst of their people. The netive tribes in short
are ready to throw themselves into our arms. Let us open our &rms cordially to
§ enbrace them as men and brothers. Let us enter on a new and nobler career of
1 CONQUEST. Let us subdue savage Africa by justice end kindness..... Let us go
forth in the neme and under the blessing of God gradually to extend the moral in-
fluence, and, if it be thought desirable, the territorial boundary also of the
colony, until it shall become an empire to which, peradventure in after days even
the Equator shall prove no ultimate limit".

From this stataneat the function of the migsionary is clear; British Imperialism has

;’ Ezery reason to be grateful to the men of God for making the path of conquest easier for
y Sl «

And today they continue the tradition and fulfil their shemeful role. For do they ;
not make exploitation easy by preaching patience, humility end endurance-of the heaviest ]
burdens that the rulinc class can put upon the backs of their wvictims? If-you prafest.st.-
¢ @ll, they say, protest humbly and with dignity.

l g

| 'l The part that the ministers played in persuading the people to accept the shameful
Native Bills of 1936, 1937, is well known. \ie mi ht ment.on their attitude towards
some of the older actss Concerning the Native Affairs Act of 1920, which establ ighed
the Native Council System in Native areas and set up the Native Affairs Commission -
this is what they said: " In our opinion this Bill will put the Natives in a more ad-
vantageous position to voice their claim for the franchige eessseeBosides this the
Bill opens the way for real progress in various directions." (Christian Express,
July, 1920.) Time has abundantly proved the lie of these statementss We know that the
Councils were never intended to serve any purpose except to keep the Native mind occ-
upled with trivial things, as one throws a dog a bone.

Of the notorious Urban Areas Act of 1923, which thrust the Bantu into locatilons
like a flock of sheep in a kraal, the Rev. Mr. Shepherd of Lovedale boasted that " We
doubted only some of its provisions regarding the menufacture end sale of Kaffir beerss.
.+ oWe declared that the Native people gencrally approved of the measure." (Anelysis
and criticism of the Report of the Native Affairs Commission 1936, ) Is it the function
of the leaders and-advisers_of-an-oppressed people to-voice their-approvel of siill
further oppression?

Of the Native Taxation and Devclopment Act, (Poll-Tax Act) they wrote : " This
hct should, in our judgement, prove & new starting point in Netive advancement. Hither-
to progress has been held up in large measure owing to lack of funds. "What a shameless
justification of the Poll Tax!? If the Union Government wanted to provide funds for Ns-
tive development, they could easily raise the amount without imposing the iniquitous

! Poll-Tex. It is well known that the Poll-Tax was intended to drive the Natives out of
! the Reserves and supply a continual source of cheap laebour for the mines and the farms.
j It is clear that such false leaders as the liberal-ministers prove to be, are nothing
more than Governmenti apologists in its policy of exploitations One more quotation will
f suffice: "Provided the money is wisely spent", they continue, "on well=-thought-out
schemes, and provided the Natives themsel ves teke full advantage of the opportunities
offered, the next ten years may witness great headway". (South‘Afrigan Qutlook, Sep?-
1925). Great headway indeed, on the downward peth of complete deprivation of any right
Do thece vague words and false hopes not prove that those who profess to be
d friends of the Bantu people are really their ememies? They are not

fighting their cause and never will they liberate them, for they are on the side of the
ruling class. Do not listen to false leaders any longers Our friends @re ourselves and

811 class-conscious workers of all national ities.

or libertyt
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