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’ imperi:]?;ezvsg :‘;zsind a l?&lf years tl.aere he.s been war in Pal estine?, & ver weged by an
bl Sritish Tu gri'ﬂl"r ageinst a.colonlal people. All the? de-J&StB..‘tlng measures employed
thi impositioﬁ fu: ism, the &erlef.l bombardments, the razing of villages to the ground,
1 & o bl ahkr B s O . flneg, the taking of ht?stages, the enactment of mart:'Lal law? the.a estab -
ol 3 ’ nc'entratlor.l camps, along with the old time metlods of bribery, intrigues,

rruption, wull these failed to break the determined will of a united people to attain

national ) iberation. After two and & half years of this oppression Imperialism finds the
Arab people more united and more determined in the fight than ever before. And all the
indications go to show that this time British Imperialism will have to give in to the
Arab demands, will have to agree to & compromise. It should be kep? in mind that the de-
mands of the Arab bourgeoisie were very modest. They did not even ask for complete nat-
ional and political independence. All they asked vas: (a) that immigration should be
stopped; (b) that further sale of Arab land should be prohibited; end (c¢) that there
should be established a National Government responsible 10 a representative Legislative

ABB&’nbly “

And yet for more than two and & half years British Imperialisn we.ged wer ageinst the
whole people, rofusing to extend to themn the principle of self-determination. This is the
very principle which Britain the other day so joyfully pro‘claimed for Czecho-slovakia (Im-
perialism has different standards for “colonial" countries), and, what is more, so readily
promised to the Arabs in 1915, Two years ago British Imperialism tried to frustrate the
national aspiretions of the Arabs by the partition scheme of the Peel Commission =
most ingenious and decoitful scheme. But it did not sx.Accozeed, and.nc?w another Comnlssion
hag come to the conclusion that the acceptance of par:tltlon by British Imper:.Lallgn z?.nd
the Zionist leaders is not enough, that the scheme w?.ll not work because of its indignant
rejection and sondamnation by the whole Areb population. In spite of the fact that Brit-
ish Imperialism would greatly like to have in Pal estl..n? 3 str.'ong mlltpost in the form of &
Jewish State and hoa done everything possible to facilitate 11:, dur.':mg the twenty-one years
of the Miandate", nev ertheless the present war and‘tr‘le determination of thi Arabs to flg.g;l’ti
it to a finish, the support the Arab cause is receiving from all the near East, the unwlll-

8 < '

to drop the 0old partition plan and through the recomendations of a new Cormigsion (the
o B
Woodhead Commission) to arrangs & compromises

From the short sumiary of the Joodhead Cormission Report and from the vague declar-
r

: ' y hereon, 1t seems
- - ' ] , Palestine and the press comments t ; :
ation of tne now b pdm)éi\]r-r; the Arabs national and political independence, but will
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" ish State in Palestine.

This incidentally puts an end \ unrestricted Jewish immigration
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ig led and dominated by the Areb national bourgeoilsio and_cl er gy ’1 eyl bep,

ation cennot be crowned with success. It will termn..nate.:m e foul comp + Rl ween th,
National bourgeoisie end Imperialism. Time and again this ha:.s bee‘,ﬁ.frovz th}e, 18tory,
But, so long as the fight is progressive, we have to support it, whilo & same tine

warning the Arab workers of their treacherous bourgeoisle.

versailles 8Y

The two years of struggle has not been in vain. It has weakened British Tmperia).
igm, it has weakened the Imperialist grip upon Palestine. It has also shown to the
Orient and to all the colonial people that British Imperialism is not so all=-powerful g
they thought. The fact that after twenty years of rule in Pal estine British Tmperiglim
ha.s to re-conquer the country is of great importance. This vulnerability and weakness
must give tremendous encouragement to all the coloniael people. Of special importance iz
this lesson of Palestine to the National Liberation ilovement in India, showing that the

we.y is not in Gandhi-ism and passive resistance, but in active Revolut lonary me.ss strug-
gles« This lesson will not be in vain.
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Let us now turn to the other contrib .
sandly s B butory element of the struggle in Palestine,

It was the precarious position of the ]
Jow
craftemen, the declassed elements, in Kastern Et:?plélasses, the petty bourgeois, the handi®
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:?mpiy because,.surrounded by a hostile Areb world, it would always have to look 1o Brit~
\an for protoc.:t%on. Brit ish Imperialism took up the Zionist cause and Zionism became &
serveant of British Imperialism.

Comrudchgifni Eir;t.:sh.Imperialisminm{.r for.the present state of affalrs in Palestine (as
et Can 01 s\iwijtw?df lg.a recent article :m‘the "Wew International™), to accuse the
BB Se 44 b;"; ;\1 tl'hr:llc 1nat.1ons.and of tl.qe intentional sowing of hostility between Arab
h&\}im_ %he L;h*;oc* x 1 i.and incorrect. Firstly, because one does not blame the shark for
I‘J‘dkel‘c bxmvxkz ‘ti‘;:r;i ics of & sharke To expect British Imperialism To act as & peace-
PG&CG’E‘.nd m»ftu;l ) vOtpeOplGS together and leying the foundation of co=-operation end
: compieta mioundee iecd‘for each otberﬂs rights, is more then simple foolishnesse« It is
B o Faie;tiv}ers inndlng of Imperialism, as well as of the Zionist alm -- @ Jevi sh
BEihE Tt ocald t; érin ;bsscondly,olt is incorrect. For British Imperielism did every-
et Ol g 0 Bri+§‘c ?ut a Jewish State. The fact that, in spite of Arab opposition,
- alréad ¢ gl vain lostered and encouraged Jewish immigration, the fact that there
y today 400,000 Jews in Palestine, goes to prove that Britain we.s just as in-

terested in a Jewi Sk W
sh State as Zionism w ' t s
e S even 1 ¢ : 3
ncee of her o1 ends. ‘ ) | f Britain's interest was for the further

t . : ] 2 3 | » B
- m]e:an:scigl;\‘rlenlent to blame Brltls}} Imperielism. for the present state of affairs. But
bt aui n§ our eyes to the actions of Zionism during these eighteen yearss Is it
- 1 ppropriate to turm and see what the Jewish leaders did in Palestine, and

)f .Ejritish ImPOri:‘.lic.am, which were, after all, only means for the cerrying out of this
dm? Tt nust be adnitted that International Socialism did not wait for the Zionist methe
yds to reveal themselves before condemning the whole scheme. For we knew that an imper-

ialist aim necessitates imperialist methods. And we were not mistaken.

. From fclie day of the Zionist rejoicing over San Remo, the day of proclamation of &
Jewish National Home, Revolution&ry Soclallists all over the world have declared open hos=-
tility towards this scheme as an imperialist venture. ile have warned the Jewish workers
ageinst the great Zionist bluff of the solution of the Jewish problem, against thelr
unity with Capitallsm and Imperielism, and have warned them of the bitter disillusionment
that is in store for them. From the beginning it wes clear to us that Zionism meant not
a National Home in Palestine, not @ place of refuge, not an outlet for emigration on &
snall scale, not the building up of some agricultural communes, but that it mesnt a Jew=
ish Capitalist State &8 a part of British Imperislim. IT was clear to us that any such
w.g.pszW. For there ere no empty ;
spaces in the world today, sind any colonial development under Imperislisn means the en=
‘ 51 loitation of the native population. No campuflage, no in-

slaveapent, oppression and expli | .\
genious device on the part of the Jewish bourgeoisie end their chauvinistic petty bour-

geois supporters can suppress this basic fact. The imperialist invaders everywhegre find
hundreds of good excuses for plunder and robbery and then cover up.th'is‘ with the most
tnoble" ideals and motives imaginable. The Jewlsh bourgeoisie moreover was not slow %o

find such ideals and motives.

Je need not waste time and space in refuting the commonplace argument of the his-
toric "right" of the Jews to Palestine by referencs to the similar “historic" right of
the Roman Empire to the British Isles. Ve turn rather to the "more.l".right of the suf-
fering Jews to a State. This has been one of the main planks of Zionist propaganda ell
along, but since Hitler has let loose his bestial, sadistic persecution of the Jews in
Gemé:ny and Mussolini has followed suit, this argument has taken the dominant plac?. :
zionism is trying +to cash in on the sufferings of ‘r:he.p.ersecu’ped Jews in Europe. 2Zlonisn
is endeavouring 10 exploit the natural end world-wide sympathy of every decent man‘for
the oppressed Germal -nd Ttalian Jews, in order to further its own predatory aims in
palestine. But these two things have no conr}ection vhatsoever. sympathy for an oppres-
sed minority has nothing to do with the cravings of a bourgeo:.sn.e.for a State. wherein
they themselves shall be eble to exploit thelr own workers and still more the Areg.bs, the
cheap native labour end the land. The sufferings of ogp_r.'essec% and.ex1?101fc.9d-JeW1s}1 mine
orities stand in no connection with the Jewish bourgeoisie, with Zionism 3R Palestine,
with the oppressors, exploliters, plundererss

journalists, apologists for I.mp erialism, have been telling the

' _tive vears that "a Jewish State will be something different,
:}i:]\;di:O:ifieb]éa:tm:gz]e.t{o f:;: zr?orld.. No classes, all for the w{vel fare of the community,
for the 'Jéwish.' sdeal of righteousness and justice". What Semsh.p?tty-bourgeoi; heart
did mot throb before this picture of "hope and beauty"?! Now forj_e:s.gngeeg yzire wea:n .
fools have had the chance of seeing this l?ope and bee..uty at wolrk. Indee . \,v he pawi -
claws of the Jewish bour geoisie were not in any vey inferior to the sfame ea.g.;ns t,ot.h
by any greedy bourgeoisies There Wwas the same policy of grabbing, of squeezing out 1 1@

7ionist writers end




native population from the land, and sO 1?he P
voir of cheap labour. The same specul at 1on 1n

sation of wealth sand poverty, pauperisations-
The séme chauvinism in languege and persecu

el

roduction o1l & landless peasantry ag , :
land, the sae over-capitalisation, po;%
The same greed for more territory =« U

tion of the language of the buli"l Pal el

- jordania. . h bt
the Jewish workers =- Yiddish. And the same argunentsé The Arabs.a?e.lnh?rently 1.@ i
the Arabs can o somewhere else; the irebs are on & lower level of c1v1J'.1s&t10n: The sa:\! of P
arrogance on the part of the inveders: Ve have brought you culture, soc ial services; wy, vite.
of* & higher civilisation, have made the waste land fertile; we must have & higher standay Jeow-

; of living. And even the same white, civilised labour policy as in South Africal Oh, nol I‘liSf

- The Jewish bour-coisie has not produced anything different from what any other bourgeoisi; f;grk

| .. produces. Even in producing a Jewish Fascism in Palestine they were not original;. they Aok

1 were only imitating the bourgeoisie in other parts of the world. SaIm |

on . | . (Oc

fi | Yet this is quite naturel and logical. But the whole hideousness and real ham of how

o 2ionism 18 reveal ed when we hear the arguments, claims and apologies of the Socialist- _f{at

+ Zionists in and out of Palestine. The Poalei-Zion (at one time the main Zionist=Sooial=- il

,m 1st Party) were going to build Socialism in Palestine, "in spite of British Imperia lism of

k¢ and Jewish Capitalim". "ije", they said, “"are going to build @ socialist core in this

1en capitalist shell. The main thing is the Kvutzah, the agricultural communes, the kol~ -

ic  chozes. This is the real thing". With this idea of building communism in Palestine they i

n¢  geduced and misled thousends upon thousands of boys and girls. This Was the mainspring th

e of the "Halutzim" movement, the pioneers for Palestine. With the sweat and b}ood and ' ds

X bones of these young idealists the agricultural colonisation has beer} accompl:..shed “"thc 8

il Capitelism; to be sure, not for Conmunism. The cemeteries of Palest:.me are fllle'dlmt te

ot bhese "Halutzin", these pioneers. But where are the Communist colonies, the socaa 1200_ aie

vt CONOLOE Pelestine? They have shared the fate of all the other schemes for building i 4l

‘e iellism on islands or on chosen spots in South Americe -- @ll the Utopian schemes Of ’ :

on Last hundred years, beginning with Robert Owen. But even if some Kvutzahs had been mil-r y

> o1 tured and preserved like a plant in a conservatory, how could this be todey & factor' n .

« 1« the life of Palestine? So much for the empty telk of the PoaleirZion outside Falestine,

;1.0 | | | |

11 . JAthin Palestine all the Jewish Labour and Trade Union o'rganisz?-tions accepted the P

1t, political progremme of Zionism, that is, Palestine as the Jewish National Home and evene ]

m:  tually a Jewish State relying on Bri tish Imperialism with its bayonets and power, uncom= |

promising hostility to the nationel aspiration of the Arabs and ’?helr‘struggle for na’?-
ional independence. Also in the economic sphere an out-and-out mperla]'.ist and chauvin=

m, istic policy. Laws providing for the eviction of Arab tenants from thelr land~-holdings,

i) and then the barring of these landless peasants from the lebour-merket in the towns in

ey  accordance with the policy of "]1007% Jewish labour in Jewigh enterprises®e The speeches

.8 of these Labour and Trade Union leaders. of “the “"Histedrut", of the "Heghomir-Hazodr", ete,,

st  the speeches of Ben-Gurion and Burgin, make the most shemeless reading even in the enpals

is of chauvinistic Labour parties. Thelr actions correspond with their speeches. During. ~

Y the present ruthless war. waged by British Imperialism during two and a helf yearg, in the

e. course of which immocent people are bombed, villages are razed to the ground, fan{ilies

are 1left destitute and homeless, not & word of protest has been forthcoming from these
Labour and "Socialist" organisations. Just the opposite: Support and spurring on of the
imperialist oppressors by word and action. Open scabbing and strike-=breaking in every
political strike declared by the Arabs 1n protest against British brutality, martial law,
n  cruel humiliationse. This is the record of the,Jewish Labour and Trade Unions, the His=
tadrut, who barred Arabs from memo erahips. ¢ o
And then the aewologetic critics of Zionism from the "Left", so-called Socialists
and Communists, who are fond of talking about Larx and dialectics, but whose Socialism

(5
]
[

goes no deeper than their skin, are shocked that the wrath of the Arabs is directed not |
only against British Imperielism, but also against the Jews in Palestine. These liberals
are unable to understend why, on meeting vith a United Zionist Front of bourgeoisie and

labour, a

hostile United Front, siding with their enemy, British Imperielism, and sup-

porting it, the Arebs should come to the conclusion that all Jews in Palestine are Zion-

igtg end therefore their ememies. This conclusion is, to be sure, a Wrong one,| but where
are the signs that would make this clear to the Arabs?

The other argment employed by these apologetic critics of Zionism 1s that the
Arabs make use of weapons supplied by Fascist countries. The "morel feelings" of Jocial-
ists like Sir Stafford Cripps are shocked by the Areb disregard for their democratic sens
s.ibilities end therefore they cannot support the Areb cause. These philistines would
like to prescribe special laws and special weapons by means of which the slaves might
break their chains! Trotsky has answered these philistines in his article, “Le to
Think" (New International, July, 1938).' | ol

But their main and most dengerous argument is that the Jewigh ir;migr&tioﬁ into
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tix Sovipt Union, the bulk of then are suffering o torsd by the ruling classes, their :ur

gince Hitler's coming to
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ar power and the growth of Fascism 1n every comtry, their guf fering ¢+ ad hayg on. ary
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-0 ormougly increaséd. For Fascilgm, crushing the working ; . 0 atta
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.on agein Lenin's truilsm, thet the fate of the Jews 1n every country S windihtatl by Oung the
1 € up with the fate of the working class. Even in the Soviet l?nion 'e i : t‘houm} up ol &
with the victory or defeat of Socialism. Restoration of private ovnersmp © 6 me.ana 0f Tre
wg , -production as a:rosult.of external defeat in war, which woglé m'e:an Of'C ourse a Fascist
fx regime, would bring in its wake massacres of Jews by the nyhite" banditse d
1€ . . AB has been proved by the latest events in Germany and Italy, Ce.plt&%lsm 11? decay p ec
i ias become cennibelistic.  In gny case, there is no longer any place for 1 ib erelism ang Af
). d _“.b,owrg'edis d,'a.’ﬂo’c‘racy', to which the Jewish petty bourgeoisie along with.Reformism might log fo:
m ..-for s&lvajtidn{, The sole formm of rule for decaylng cepitelisn is Fasc3l.Sie Just as there Ph'
o) s no special ‘remedy to bring about the dellverance of the working class f{rom und er the e
1e iron heel 'of 'Fé.sc.’rs'm,"except'the-raad of Revolution, so for the Jews there is no special ph
0! t_rj.exp.e.dy except the advance “in union with the working class along the Revolutioneary Roed, ne
A Only the a'nmcn.pa,ta.mﬁ the.--W.o'tk,ing._a]_ﬁ‘agwi,namﬂthe..ybuke“‘OL,C&pibal-,wonly- Socielism, can 8%
% bring emancipation to the Jews. ' 1
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1 . There is hothing unusual in the celebretion of historicel-suniversaries. It is dong ;
€ ell the world over, end as a rule it cells for no special comment from revolutionary

- Merxistse Independence Day 1n America, and the anniversary of the taking of the Bastillg
- in.France, &re simply public holidays, and if various public ceremonies are thrown in, ' E
‘they have little living significance for the masses. The victories celebrated on those
occasions were won DY the workers, but their fruits are en joyed by the bourgeoisie. The
ceremonies are therefore meaningless to the workers. It 1s & very dif ferent matter with
the centenary of the Great Trek that is being celebrated in South Africa this year, and

is now epporaching its climax. This' amiversary bes a profound end bitter significance

‘for the majority of ‘+he South African population, for it marks the culmination of a move~-

ment to enslave the ‘Native peoples of this country.

the Trek celebrations have another, but secondary meaning, and it

At fhe same time, _
is necessary to understand that before the full significance of the cemtenary for the

Bantu people cai be graspeds For this secondary meaning, which 1s expressed in the var-

ious squabbles that have taken place between the organisers of the Trek and various
people who would have liked to play a leading pert in the ceremonies, is lisble to ob-
scure the true meaning. We shall therefore deal with the secondary meaning first.

L rds an understanding of the celebrations is to ask who are its

.. organisers, and whom do they represent. The organisers &re elmost without exception

:'.'pu_ri-f,ié'd.." nationalists, and they therefore represent the reactionary feudal leandowmers
. that is, @& large proportion of the Dutch famers, with a sprinkling of English ferumers:

© The virtual exclusion from the celebrations of Afrikeners who adhere to the United pery
(even Hertzog nas been -told that his presence at the unveiling of the memoriel 1s not ¥
sired) suggests that the movement has its origin in the profound antagonism dDetween the
feudelists and the bourgeoisie, an antegonism arising out of the struggle between thes?
two classes for the right to unrest ricted exploitation of the Natives.

which led to the for® e

The first step towa

The agreement between Hertzog and the Chamber of kiines,
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of the United Party, gave a large share of the booty to the feudaliste, at the expens® of
tho industrieliste, but a sectlon of the farmers were not satisfled. The decay of aapl~
taliem, with the consequent restriction of markets, has made it difficult for the farmers
1.0 d‘j,;;pon() of thelir prm,hi(‘,o pr(-)u("i;t'.ul‘)ly, and for Lh an thur‘ofo re the on].y way of eacupo
seemed to 1lle in etill more ruthless exploitation of the Natives. But the Chamber of
Mineas can of fer much higher wages than the farmers can, because the market for their pro=
duct is etill firm. The farmers bitterly resent this succensful competition, and all the
more so as it is carried on in the Transvaal, the very provine e where they enstablished &
republic at the end of the Great Trek, thinking to rid themselves forever of the over-
lordghip of Britain. For such people therefore the Voortrekker celebrations symbolise
thp st ruggle agpninst the invading capitalists who succeeded in exploiting the mos? velu-
able resourcos of “their" land.

This meaning of the celebrations is further clarified by the agsociation of the
Du tch Rof?nnod Church with the movement. The chief function of this thoroughly reaotion~
ary organisation '..1.1.] to supply an ideology that will protect the feudal cless against the
3tpacks'of bourgeois ideas and bourgeois modes of livinge It is not because dancing“ie
Sll’lfL’ll' thzfxt the Dutch Reformers are against it, because it is a ¢ onvenient symbol of
the dlsruptlce influences of the town which tend to weaken the strugzle of the feudal
class againat ‘the tom, It is therefore quite logical that the Chﬁrch should use the

Trek celebrations as an occasion for pumping new life into its dying ideology.

Let us look for a moment &t sane of the means used by the church to achieve this
end. In the first place it has been trying tb revive the 0ld doctrine of a '"chosen
people“. The Afrikener people, it claimes, were specially chosen by God to colonise South
Africa. They are therefore a people apart, and should have nothing to do with the godless
foreigners whg have butted in and deprived then of their most veluable agsets. Of course
the conclusion is not stated in this. form, but when the covering of theological verblage
is removed, it is not difficult to see that this is what is meant. Behind the absurd
phrases about God speaking to his people through his ox-wagon one can detect the uneasi-~
ness of the feudalist in face of the bourgeois power against which he can no longer

struggle effectively.

From the Cape Argus (8/11/38) we learn that “the ' Broederkringe' (brother circles)
of the Cape Towm and Stellenbosch presbyteries of the Dutch Reformed Church....hope to
use the Voortrekker centenary to re-establish the old custom of daily femily prayers",
which are to be recited between the hours of 7 and 8 p.m. That is to say, they would 1like

the farmers to keep their sons and daughters und er closer supervision, &and prevent them
from being ™led astray™ by the ways of the town. In other words, the Dutch Reformed
Church is playing its part in whipping up Afrikaner nationalist sentiment against British

imperialism, and for this purpose is exploiting the centenary to the full.

This then is the secondary meaning of the Voortrekker celebretions. It is second-
ary not because it plays a minor pert in the intentions of the orgenisers, but because
the struggle of Afrikaner feudalism against British imperialism is utterly futile. That
struggle was decided as soon &s British capitalists began to exploit the gold deposits of
the Witwetersrand, and any hape that the "purified" nationalists may still entertain of
driving out foreilgn capital 1s foredooned to be disappointed. For them the Trek celebra-
tions represent a last defiant declaration of independence, &nd that is why the joy-ride

of the wagons has been punctuated by so many outbursts of racial anlmosity.

hard nationalists who are singing hymns of praise to the

"heroes" of 1830. Dey after day the press reports nauseating sp eec hes by Hertzog and

Smuts, and other leaders of the United Perty, pointing out the “sacred" significance of
the Trek for the South-Africa.n %2 tion", that is, of course, for the white ruling cless.

; .5 iust pious rubbish that must inevitably be
And although & greet deal of their talk 1s Jus .
forgotten aglhmost as soon as it 1s uttered, the true meaning of the centenary is brought

out clearly emoughs

But it is not only the die-

it ] ~essary to wede through reports of speeches in order to get at
However, it is not nec = That is unmistakably revealed by the final
the mock battle of Blood River. It

the primary significan
event towards whi Ay e | . =
wes not by accident that the day chosen as & national ho.liday in commemoration of m
Voortrekkers wes not the day on which the first wa.gon smrted on ‘-—H’-B 50111-‘350? W the 3“‘“&
but the dav on which the military FewWeE & the Natives was suashed &t Bleod River, and

y ' ocisely because that event marked the bde-

Bhemer and N4 sy WOl SUOSE M. CEE SELEE R

ginning of the process that has e M kg P A o S

South Africa as e whole. The natl
their revolt against the alliem roDDELE:
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in the sub jugation of the Bantu.

This then is the true "sacred" meaning of the Trek centenary. It is not an g4
thanksgiving for the welding of the white races of South Africa of criminals who have o
the setisfaction of having their crimes recognised as deeds of heroism. By representy
the Natives as untutored savages and treacherous barbarians, who would have blotted ouzg hi
the "superior" white race if they had not been severely handled, the rulers of South 01
Africe seek to justify their inhuman treatment of the Bantu, and this they can very gy, Tt
veniently do by recelling at regular-intervals the "treachery" of Dingaan towards Plet
Retief, and the ™just" punishment that was meted out to him on December 16th, 1838.

It is very convenient that the Trek centenary should have come so soon after the
legallsed crime embodied in the three Native Acts. And we may be sure that the opportun-
ities afforded by the celebrations for justifying that crime will not be missed. We shal)
be reminded that the Native was & menace to white "civilisation" & hundred years ago, and
that he is still cepeble of being a menace if he is not firmly kept in "his place". Din-
gaan's act of self defence in 1838 will be mede an excuse for the infinitely greater
crimes committed agrinst the Natives in 1938. Just as in the U.S.5.R. the murder of one
officisl served as the excuse for the judicial murder of hundreds of revolutionaries, so
in South Africa the corpse of Piet Retief is periodically exposed to public view in order
;\otg‘u?tify judicial crimes against millions of Natives who have never even heard of Piet

etief.

What should be the attitude of the workers towards these “celebrations"? Obviously
the Bantu workers should have nothing to do with them, and should miss no opportunity to
obstruct them. But what of the white workers? At present meny of them ocCcCupy privileged
positions precisely because the oppression of the black workers makes 1t possible for the
capitalists to of fer then relatively good wages. And that is why some of the white tr.'&de
unions have actually orgenised processions to welcome the wagons. At present the sub Ju-
gation of the Bantu involves economic adventages for them, and they can therefore join in
the general jubilation. But their attitude, understendeble as it is, 1s nevertheless
fundamentaelly wrongs. They must realise that the motives behind the cel ebrations are

economic, and that the appeals to racial and patriotic sentiment, the speeches extolling
the virtues of the "heroes" of a century ago, the beards and Voortrekker costumes, &are

nothing but camouflage to hide the true motives. It 1is time for the white workers to
realise that the whip-lash that is now directed ageinst the Natives will one day be &ap-
plied to their own backs. The fact that they have so far escaped is no guarantee that
they will always be so fortunate; it merely shows that the decay of world capitaliem has
not yet profoundly affected South Africa. But the decay has begun to affect South Afri-
can ,econOniy'“ -- the squabbles to which we referred above are one of the symptoms -- and
ag it deepens, the competition for cheap Native labour will inevitably result in the
screw being applied to the white workers. Thelr interests are ultimately identiecsal with
those of the Natives, and that is way their participation in the Voortrekker ceremonials

must be condemned as & counter-revolutilonary act, strengthening the heands of their own
exploiters.

Finally, what cen we say of the Bentu workers? It is painful to have to record
thet in face of the orgenised campaign of hatred against them which the centenary cele-
brations répresént, they have done absolutely nothings They have not orgenised a genersal
strike to peralyse the country when the final orgies are &bout to begin. They have not
orgenised local obstructions at places through which the wagons have passed. They have

not even uttered any protest through their miserable Native Representative Council.

The laesson of the Voortrekker celebrations for the Bantu workers is that only na-
tion-wide organisation of their forces will serve to end their present slavery. Only
such organisetion could have stopped the triumphant progress of the modem Voortrekkers,
and only that will put an end to the continuous oppression which is visibly symbolised
in .the celebrations. But to achiéve that organisation they must first throw off their
allegiance to their treacherous "leaders" who sit in council with thelir oppressors, and
then ally themselves to & revolutiomary party thet is prepared to fight to the bitter
end for the rights of all the oppressed. There is only one such party. It is the
Workers Party of South Africa.
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| September 3rd, 1938 will be remembered as one of the most importeant days in the
history of the working class. For on that day the VWorld Congress that raised the banner
of the Fourth International met in the strictest illegality, "somewhere in Switzerland".
The Fourth International hes been foundeds Its banner is unfurled, its programme launohed.

| - Actually represented by delegates were the U.3.A. , France, Great Britain; Germany,
the Soviet Union, Latin Americe, Poland, Belgium, Holland and Greece. Unable to s end
delegates for reasons of illegelity, distance and other adverse factors were organisa-
tions numbering and representing more than 15 countries. These organisations hed al ready
signified in advance their adherence to the new banner. The Fourth International, the
central coordinating body of the international revolutionary working class is at lest a
fact. The best elements in the lebour movements the world over are united through the
Fou{;.h International into strong and unrelenting venguards of the working class of the
world.

To us in South Africe where the growing polson of nationelism and chauviniesm be-
fou%s the air with the passing of every day, the formation of the Fourth International 1is
an lmportant event« Here at last we have an organisation which stands for the esgentiel
.solidarity of the vast majority of mankind. Barriers of colour, sex; race and artific-
ially imposed nationality do not exist in real socielist theory and practice. OCapitelist
and imperialist imposed national boundaries, exploitation of mean by man, hunger, unem-
ployment and the misery of war and depressions -~ it is these enemies, enemies created
by capitalism ageinst which the Fourth International, based on the teachings of liarx,
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, wages a day to day relentless struggles For only by the over-
throw of now decaying capitalism can humanity be saved. And it is only under the leader-
ship of the Fourth International, that the overthrow of capitalism cen be achieved.

When lLlarx advised to dissolve the First Intermational to prevent the canker of an=-
archism taking hold of it he stressed, as ore of the founders, the absolute imperative
necessity of a working class international organisation. Only his death prevented him
from participating in the founding and orgenisation of a Second Internetional. For the
necessity of en international workingmens orgenisation, an organisation of the oppressed
end exploited, was realised by him and Engels as & fundemental for achieving socielism.
Justice and freedom, the traditional abstract slogans of liberals and professional poli~
ticians of all shades from Fascist to Stalinist, have no place in the theory and prectice
of revolutionary marxism. But justice for the workers and peasants; freedom for those
oppressed and exploited Dby the cheins of cepitalism =-- those are the slogans of revolu~-
tiongry llerxism. And it-is om that besis, on class solidarity of the workers all over

the world that the Internationals were built.

The Second International founded towards the end of the last century and since com~

+od into an instrument for perpetuating cless rule, owed a good deal in

its foundetion to the strikes in Americe including the Haymarket affair. It wes this or-
s one of its first actions, instituted the First of licy as the day for

enisation which, a
fhe wrkers the r’;orld over to commemorate the martyrs of the Haymerket Irame-up. During

" davs such outstanding revolutionaries &s Plekhanov, the early Kautsky, Lenin,
Il,'z:;e;:;iig ar}:d I iebknecht, all gave it support and allegiance. Its betraysl of the
working cless which it was alleged to represent, culminated in 1914. Then each affilia-
ted party German, French end English, ia spite of previous protestations ?f solidarity
and unity rushed to vote war credits and rellied to the defence of "their" country. The

: : +mrl  But these professional betrayers rushed to support the
s~ s There would have been no war to "save democracy" had the

‘ their oppressorse » . - ,
flghtd oiinternatigzlljal stood firm on its stated principles. It was Lenin who first put
?gﬁzﬁ the necessity O Internetional owing to the complete bankruptey

of the Second.

f founding & Third

.he war in Zimmerwald and
’ all congresses held during the in Zimme
ro‘otstln :::?.o::l we.s ogicially founded in March 1919. The prime mover
d Interns the Third Internetional or Comintem al-

.. Tts headquarters situate in LosGOW, “70 ~ ~t. ~ o ", o trument for Stelinism.
wes Lenin., I q s death beceme the international instrumen g

: | nin' | i BB
gial“i:?: e:;ii;gskﬁgugxe ag Secretary of the comnn;.i;dl’my p:hz;’oltj':ﬁ.g;dmm
hin and his then over-changing clidue, o Socialism in one coun-
try%.  Swinging from right to ultra lefl, B0 0 . nel working class. o8
death hes been that of the bubcher g anteed in advance, vhe 1nir
! 8pite of protests on thé PEE T

Heving its
Kienthal, the Thir
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and deliver the Chinese working class into the hands of Chilang-kai-chek for eagy 4

1
1t was at that time the Left Opposition of the Comintern wes expelled and Trotgky eil;f:‘\\
A | Q‘
h The ebb of the wrld revolution continued thro ugh into the notorious Third Perigg
9 the period of Social~-Fascism, culminating in the triumph of Hitler in Germanys. To thig (F
ff def eat of the working class the policy of the Third International was the decisive f&ct% tio
e T ZEX ; . . : : \
o otélinism had hammered one more nail into the coffin of the world Revolutione. It wag Fou
- vthen that the Left Opposition which hitherto had still considered itself a constituent 0¢
e:  the Comintern decisivelyv broke awey and ceme out for the Fourth International. But it Des
bl  was still too weak, its forces spread and its propaganda baulked at every turn by the
1€ force and prestige of the Stalintern. It was only during the last five years that the .
f: one-time Left opposition drew to itself, as every revolutionary marxist party must and Gl
;i will, the best el ements from other working cless parties, consolidated its forces and in de
1 September this vear of iicially and formally launched the Fourth Internationel. tc
1a) e
o An intemational is not formed by one or two people meeting and deciding by resolu=- E
m, tlon to “create" a workers international organisation. An enormous amount of preparatory
on work has to be done. The forming of netional parties adhering to revolutionary merxism,
®  their consolidation and the fimm planting of their roots in the masses and the trade 5
unions, the establ ishment of cadres and newspapers, the linking up of various smaltl nat- -
€ lonal orgenisations, the excretion of the “lunatic fringe" which always attaches ltsetie )
T to small left wing parties =-- all these are serious and imp or tant precond?tlonsktﬁas 1
}' launching of an intemational or genisation. And for the last five years thls-jmrof i C
. had to be done. And done it was. A few comrades in South Africa know somet‘hln%es ok
? difficulties which had to be overcome by the small group here. In other .iﬁl{{;tgnternally
' splits and the cleaning up were bigger and more difficult. And always, ,wdlagitational
everything had to be put in order, the ordinary every day propagandist an
work had to continue. :
. - o this day, 1
Our comrades in America were the first group and rer;xla,ln Eh;aigre‘;?slbzitt:’le Communiit :
On the expulsion of Trotsky, ten years ago, a few of the t?r;flsthe decisions. Vith the \
Party of the U.S.A. were also expelled for daring to questil !

: led out
Criticim of the Dreft Procremme of the Conintem by Trotsky which had bsen smuggled out
of the U.5.5.R. as the basis around which the group by studyyan d vilification, to
Lt nel e R G Cr et el WSS Qb 25T SC L0 éhe an ]pi:én mgioﬁi;i:nsmlinist or genisat ion,
' igm and burglary, to libel and slanders i ; .
gizlgﬁz;?they establisl,ned contacts national and 1n1.39rnat10nal, ?St&bl;z]f;:d 3}11;1’:’:3:“‘1
ga.thered for'ce. It is they, now strong and growing zndf?ic?.sm;:rg;lgmzo thém that groups
; ; ; ] ® 1l i B X

d of articulate revolut lonary marxlsm | . i E & i
'tileE:pfi‘:}}:ezpeaki’r countries are indebted for the publication of "™un-edited" versiong of
il gl g :

the marxist classics including thosg of Lenin and Trotsky.

2 4 ' ' truggle of ten years on the
~ of the Fourth Internat ional marks .also a s .
t, og‘h:h:oAunlz:;?é.an group of left-oppositionists against tk'le bureaucracy of the Soviet
gi;oﬂand their Americen agents. To them we give our greetings énd thanks. For them
this event is the culmination of direct .and triumphant struggle.

e "for" the Fourth International. That was the measure of our
weakrielgso.logegegrzrr?og of the Fourth Internatilonal one 9f tk.le meny affiliated bodiess Our
victory, the victory of Socialism 1s not as remo te a8 1t might seeme In the face of
capitalist war and its threat to the whole of humanity we pose the pro gremme of the
Fourth International, the progremme of revolutionary marxism. In that lies the hope of
the working class, the hope of the world. And by the launching of the Fourth Intefn&"
tional, the opposition to international capital with its robberies and slaughters 18

consolidated and strengthened. There is our banner. Workers of the world, unite. The
flag of your International is unfurled. |
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TROTSKY _REITERATES LISSION OF THE FOURTH. INTEANATIONAL

(Following is thg text of the electrically transcribed speech delivered by Leon Trotsky
to the mass meeflng held in New York on October 28 to celebrate the founding of the
Fourth International and the tenth auniversary of the Trotskylst movement in America.)

Dear Comrades end Friends:

R < hopg that tkis time my voice will reach you and that I will be permitted in this
ouy m; P?Ptlclpate'in your double cel ebration. Both events =-- the tenth anniversary of
r erican organilis@tion as well as. the foundation congrass of the Fourth International

:gfsfy: tbe attgntion of tbe workers incomperebly more than the war-like gestures of the
itarian chiefs, the diplomatic intrigues, or the pacifist oongrosees.

: Both ; : W : | L #5
; to doubt th::?nts will enter history as important milestones. No one hes now the right

- It 1s nece?sary to remark that the birth of the Ameriecan group of Bolshevik-Lenin-

; lzasé tfﬁnks tO'bhe'cou?ageous initiative of Comrades Cannon, Shaohtman and Abern, didn't

‘ :1 n ; one. It approx1m§t91y colncided with the beginning of the systematic internation-
‘ work of the Left Opposition. .It is true that the Left Opposition arose in Russie in

1 1923, but regular work on an internati |
; O . .
BB ot ot | : nal scale bgg&n with the Sixth Coggrese of the

VIORK * BEGAN _IN 1928

WLthout @ personal meeting we reached an agreement with the American pioneers of
the Fourth International, before all, on the criticiem .of the progremme of the Communist
International. Then, in 1928, began that collective work which after ten years led to
the elaboration of our own programme recently adopted by our International Conferences
We have the right to say that the work of this decade was not only persistent and petient,
but elso honest. The Bolshevik-Leninists, the international pioneers, our comredes &cross
the world, searched the way of the revolution as genuine Marxists, not in their feellngs
and wishes, but in the analysis of the objective march of events. Above all were we
guided by the preoccupation not to deceive others nor ourselves. \/e searched seriously
and honestly. And some importent things were found by us. The events confirmed our en-
alysis as well as our prognosis. Nobody can deny it. Now it is necessary that we reme.in
true to ourselves and to our programme. It is not easy to do so. The tesks are tremen= -
dous, the ememles - innumerable. We have the right to spend our time and our attention

on the jubilée celebration only insofar as from the lessons of the past we cen prepare
ourselves for the future. |

" ' {

OUR HISTORIC TASK

. . Dear friends, we are not a party as other partieg. Our ambition is not oply to have
mor e members, more papers, more money in the treasury, more deputies. All that ig necea-
sary, but only as @ means. Our aim is the full material and spiritual liberation of the
toilers and exploited through the socialist revolution. Nobody will prepare it and nobody
will guide it but ourselves. The old Internationals -- the econd, the Third, that of
Amsterdem, we will add to them also the London Bureau =-- are rotten through and through.

The great events which rush upon mankind will not leave of these outlived or ganigae
tions one stone upon another. Only the Fourth International looks with confidence at the
future. It is the world party of Socialist Revolution! There never was a greater task
on the earth., Upon every one of us rests & tremendous historical responsgibility.

f

THE < DEMANDS UPON _US |

totally and completely. Let the philistines hunt

r cemands each of us
Our party G ’ For a revolutionary to give himself entirely %o

their own individuality in emyty 5pa.co.
the party signifies finding hmse;‘f-o

Yes, our party takes each |
. : tic .

Us the hichest happiness: the consclousness that one pax:

Yetter fugzli'e, thgf one carries on his shoulders & particle of the fate of nenkind, end

@ ‘et onetg 1ife will not have been ;ived..in vaine

?

: W ' i b don to
toilers roquires from us the highest devotion

g can also be mistaken. By common oeffort
enetrate unworthy elenents. By common

The fidelity to the cause of th
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effort we will elininate then. New thousands who will entoer its ranks tonmorry

bably be deprived of necessary education. By coumon effort we will elevate thu'il),
tionkry lovel. Jut we will never forget that our party is now the grectiest leye "\}
tory. Separated from this lever, everyone of us is nothing. Vith this lever ,m" °

w are all. N‘\

W aren'tl & party s other parties. It 18 not 4n wain that the Mpori-.u.;
tion persscutes ues nedly, MWillowing furiously at our hesls. The assassing &t its o “"
viess Are the apents of the lLvscow Bonspartistic cligue. Our young International q
knows many vietius. In the Soviet Union they mumber by thousands. In 8pain by dopegg
In other couniries by units. With gratituie and love we remember them all in thn. foe
menis. Thelr spirite continue to fight in our renks.

™he Mangeen think in their obtuseness and cyniciem that it is poseible to Irighte,
Us. They errl Under blows we become strongsr. The bestial politics of 3talin are only
pelities of despalr. It is possible to kill individusl soldiers of our army, but not ¢
frighte then. Frien s, we wil) repeat agrin in this day of celebration.......IT 18§

RI_IRNNINE 0 R Vs.

Ten ysars were necessary for the Kremlin ciigue in order to strangle the Bolshevik
party and Lo transforn the firet Workers' State into & sinjeter caricature. Ten years
vere necesshry for ihe Third Intermational in order t stemp into the mire their own proe
gramse and Lo tracsfom thensslves into a stinking cedaver. Ten years! Only ten years!
Fermit me 1o finieh with & prediction: During the next tem years the progrecue of the

Fourth Internaticntl will become the puide pf giliieng sed Lhgee reypiwsbesany miilbene
¥iil know how o stom earth and heeven.

LONG LIVE DIE OCIALIST WORLLRS PARTY OF THE UNITED 3TATES!

Ceyvactn, 2.7,
Cetober u' ””O

&2 B B ¥ L

In his Istroduction to H. R. Issace’' "The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolutiom™,

*piret of all, the mere fact that the author of the book belongs to the sehosl
of historion]l meterialimm would be entirely insufficient in our eyes to win appre-
val for his work. In present-day conditions the liarxist label would predispose us
to mistrust rether than to soceptance. In close connection with the degemeratisa
of the Soviet State, Marxism hes in the past fifteen years passed through an unm-
precedentec period of decline and debasenent. From an instrument of analysis asl
eriticimm, it Jas been turmed into an instrument of cheap tpolonﬂn. Instead of
soal yeing facte, it ocoupies iteel! with selecting sophisms in the interests of
exalted cliente®.

How trusl The uncemsing stream of books posing as Marxst mam of m e o

mm'amsm sorte m_-.
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" A

i}
L »
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4 propared for Sasiher es | | o r -
gnd Propare wWmoiher o V | s really & viet P
y oF Lhe prodstariat 1hs blow | the hopes Lmat one blow weuld g (Glmy)
jotariat From learaing by 1ts mistake,

™ Sial lnim sirove L 5T 6T
“Ne measure of Lis - e enlire literatars of Stalinien was meant o

| O8NS is Uhe position of the Yorking cless teday.

e enly 14teraturs of value v e | | _
ol FOLAE Lhe retecns fee co. UG VFILLEN sinee 1917 18 the litersture dasline =
:nnm- :t m::;?::. r:ﬁ:rtm SOries of iremendous defeats, & H::::t::j:om ﬁmmm f
ok ntrouurnr.ag,;“,l;" :' ingels, Lenin, Troteky. And ihis literature, to be of valus, |
» She Shrualie: OF bt ¢ TR of newspaper articles and panphlets, susll and ready arms :
recaus® Lhose [ow m"n o B e bi‘g vooks, thers have been fev and t@in necessarily o
ATEES 10 Burn the wrra 2 ihe iave been flercely engaged in & fremtic dey to day
Gront Bosk, Trotekyts s T SNt on L0 wiother read. Our epech has produced eme
s Lhe nc;‘y @§ ;c,:i ;:m:::;—; o fussien Rovelution®, amd this is & Mappy Bosk. It
goly of Lhe f"l--*.s«.g.ﬁ erf | g'mt f‘-l"t, tnd‘vﬁy sverything went right. Imass' "Tra-
| [ iution™, worthy of a place alongside of Trotsky's "History®, is a

tragle book, Lhe slory of how everytihing went wrong: for all those whe thisk both works
are Indimenenble.

ireteky suys in his Introduction:

“In ihe Chiness Revolution of 1925-1927 the Communist International played a
very grest role, depicted in this book quite comprehensively. We would, however, seek in
valn An the library of the Communist Internatiomal for a single book which attempts ina
ary Wy W give a runded pleture of the Chinese revelulion. Instesad, we {ind scores of
‘conjunctural' vorks which docllely reflect each zigeeag in the politics of the Communist
irterngtional , or, more correetiy, of Soviet diplomacy in China, and subord inating %o
sach 2iging facls Ge well ap general treatment. In contrast to this literature, which
pannot arouse Anyihing but mental revulsion, Issace' book represents a sclentifio work
from beginning to end. It is based on a conscientious study of & vast number of original
sowrcos and mppleiatary material. Tesacs spent more tham three years on this work. It
ghould be sdded that he hed previously passed about five years in China s & journalist
and obeerver of Chinese I‘Vnﬁtacotyoosoauoco

Te understand the ’::~ wer M'-.
Chirese PRevolution &as & podnt of departure. 1In both
socim forces, but frequently the seme personalitiss.
of Chimng kai-Shek vooupies the jlace in this
written 4t 1s etill diffioult to forecast » '
will end. But the outoome of present oo

&8 provisional characters The wm _ 8 & poraching wi
review the Chinese problem to ether with all other problems of
it s in this thet the real task of the second world war will o«
piscet anew in sccord with the new relstionship of imperialist

nor even the Atlantie Ooean,

struggle will be China, embrecing . one
Scviet Union == the other big stake in the
cree be decided in the Par Dast. Preparing
wisy 1o sasure itsslf of the b 081

est Britin aad the United States are 1
ertainty == @&nd this is
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N f the Chinese

the charé&cter O Sun
3 1?0 deduc? i ~al gnologies, but from the iliu..
not from : forcess In thig lioa“‘"g ‘
ay n?t only & better_tis d
“hat is more importemt = will learn to upgge it aT
this basis 18 it possible correctly.to appray
on which, even 1f neithg, 8

parties
factors in the process, &re neverth,

The author of this hook trie
om & priori definitions and

gt ruc ture of Chinesge 80C 1€
chief methodological value of t
picture of the merch of ovents but

] ¥ ingpr . Only
tand their gocial malnsprings '
;olitical pro grae s and the slogans of struggling

independent nor in the final analysis the decisive
less its most manifest s1gnse 0
| F ‘ tion 1is *bourgeois': T
In its inmedis i« the incompleted Chlneso Revolu i L
In its immediate aims the 11100;;1; of the bourgeols revolutions of the past, g4
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term, ho,\jgever, | s
tuelly helps us Vvery littlee. | f'
it is necessary to check i1t in the light ol & C i :
the classes which are struggling in China? What are the interrelatlons

2 4] e 1 d? What are
: R s & j are these relations being transforme
zi:szg?ectgow, Rl B oL i.0. , those tanks dictated by the course

ve tasks of the Chinese Revolution, | : 9
of development? On the shoulders of which clesses rests the solution of t?:zzszt;;k:}.mese
with what methods can .

hey be solved!? Isaacs' book gives
questionss a

o

and therefore backward . == countries, which

embrace by far the greater part | of mankind, differ extraordinarily fromm one &nother in

their degree of backwardness, representing an historical ladder reaching f.‘rom nomadry,
| t modern industrial culture. The combination of ex-

]

terises all of the backwerd countries. However, (
loy such an expression, 18 determined by the ]

!

Colonial and -semi-co.l‘_Onial- -

and even cannibalism, ‘up-to the mos
tremes in one degree or another charac

the hierachy of beckwerdness, if one may émp or .
specific weight of tThe elements of barbarism and culture in the life of each colonial

country. Equatoriel Africa lags fer behind Algeria, Paraguey behind Mexico, .Aby.rseinia.
behind India or China. With thel. common economic dependence upon the imperialist m?tro-
poli, their political dependence bears in some instances the .eharacter of open colonial

slavery (Ipdia, Equatorlel Africa), while 1in others it is concealed by the fiction of
state independence (China, Latin America)o

| ganic and cruel expression,

hrough to any real ex-

d by semi-serf relations, and these are in-
and oppression.; Agrarien barbarism always

goes hand in hand with the absence of roads, with the isolation of provinces, with 'med-
ievel' particula.ri@,*'and absence of national consciousness. The purging of sociel re-
lations of the remanis of encient and the -encrustations of modern feudalism is the most

important task in allvthese cousitriese

Not one of these countries has caerrie
tent. Half-way ggrerian reforms are absorbe
escapably reproduced in the soil of poverty

o" ‘o 2

_ The achievement of the agrarian revolution is unthinkable, however, with the
preservation of dependence upon foreign imperielism, whicl: with one hand implants capi-
talist relations while supporting and re-creating with the other all the forms of slavery
and serfdoms: The struggle for the democratisation of soc ial relations and the creation
of a national: State ”ghus uninterruptedly pesses into an open upriging against foreign
dominatione e o ' '

Historical backwardness does not imbl s, simple reprod 1 0} .
o e e L o1 e
iegs It engenders an entirely-=new ‘combined’ social formation. in v’vhich,the letest con-
ques};,s gé‘l cz.pig:al:}.s"c techni.que and structure root than's',"eivefs"‘i'nto relations o? fseud;.lnor
S?eci:gseg. ar amgx?, transfomllxag and s.}zbJect:mg;. thern;:fwd.."c-?e"at.ing a peculiar relations
‘" Not & single one of r DA L By .
these backward c.otﬁit-'ies: under :22 ;Zzgzr:,}fxi;hzf 2;2r.geo;§f ,ﬁre\'rolutlon fog w8
latter emerges at once with foreign support as a cl natlogel’ bourgesigie, pepaiss i
Every stage in its development binds it only tl class alien or hostile to the people
ol of Wilel Ut Ly easseRElly URmaE more closely to the foreign finance C&ps”
Of handicrafts‘,' end trade, is the first tg.falle I.)Btf;y ?Qurgeoisie of the golonies, that
eign capital, declining into economic insi .f.Vlctlm in the unequal struggle with for-
T oot ‘v conbiliys o] playing‘"an o gnldlcanc e, .becbming declassed and P&uperised.
largest numerically aend the most -a.ﬁdfﬁiéedep:n enj; political role. The peasantry, the
local uprisings and partisan warfare but, acl‘cwa.rd, and oppressed class, is cepable of
’ requires the leadership of a more advenced il

{

centralised class in order '

' for this stru - The

task of such lead - . struggle to be elevated an &llenational leved:

Gl & it: vz;‘fh:?fall,s in the nature of things ugﬁfeﬁtzo o L=y ~ti\°l ulx‘.;:g,

own nationa y Lrst steps, stands opposed not onl e colonial ProLetl Ll gee
lonal bourgeoisies Posed not only to the foreign but 8480 to +*

The so-called *nati SriEl ? bourgeo =8 R
| €e0lsle tole rat o ' Py
. W 0 SN e L o st S e
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d existencee. But at the moment
e entire wealth of the

ind itself of 11ts 'netional’ obligationse
into & wars Bub thig will be
able to negotiations,

more magnanimous pOWere Chiang
in the limits indicated 10 him

nothing to 1086 but its
for national epancipatione

hope 10 naintein its own privilege

{ can
0 asgsumne undivided domination of th

F 19“9 ?:p;tal sets out .t.
f},;nmre;f; Coloni&l bourgeo is

the masses 1t may e&ven
one of the imperial ist powers,

L “aged ag™ . ki ; |
' o of passing into the service of some other,
cgles against the Japanese violators only with
aerican patronss Only that class which has

the very end the war against imperial 1sm

ie is forced to ream

find itsel f plunged
the one least ameil

The above developed views regarding the special character Of
storicelly belated countries are by no means the product
(1925-1927) they had already been

Before the second Chinese Revolution
f the three Russian Revolutions

jutions i1 hi
The experience O
e tieth century

/ﬂvo
sig 21l0ON0Oe

401y
jmﬁxted to & grandlose historical test. . .
111905 February and October 1917) bears no 1ess significance or the twenulour
| ’ French Revolution bore for the nineteenthe To understand the éestlnles of modetn
e struggle of conceptions in the Russian Tre
e. direct and,

| than the
| china the reader must have before his eyes tl

yolutionary movenent, because these conceptions

noreover, powerful influence upon the politics O .
influence upon the politics of the Chinese bourgec1slee

exorted, and gt ill exert, '
1etariat and an indirect

dereble gect ion of Chinese

or & consl
utionary moven ent

, The present dominetion of the Kuomintang OV .

territory would have been impossible without the power ful national revol ]
acre of this novement on the 016 hand concentrate

ed Chi&ng'Kai~Shek to half-

in 1925-1927. The m&ss

ands of Chiang Kai-Shek, and on the other doom

"of the masses
power in the h
measures in t he

Chinese Revoluti
_the course of the Sino~Jjapanese War e

| ‘actuel politicel significance.

ing of the course of the
ann understanding of

thereby the mo st

the neerest future nistory of China.

to come, & gigantic country
ly by greediness but by wood-

much too late. Torn DY internal contradictions, the
i +tain's ascent. On the other

beyond the India of the seventeenth and cighteenth centuriese.

tries are nowadays waging with ever greater success & struggle for their
In these historic conditions, even if the present war 1in the Far
victory, and even 1if the victor himself could esceaps an in-
next few years -~ and neither the former nor the latter
Japan's domination over Chine would be measured by a Vvery
nly the few ye&ars required to give & new impulse to the economic

bilise its labouring masses once mor Be

hand, China
0l1d colonial couil
national independence.
 East were 10 end with Jepen's
. ternal catastrophe during the
. igin the least assured
brief period, perhaps O
 1ife of China and to moO

ts and concerns are already following in the wake of the

ed booty. The Tokyo Government is seeking to regulete

The big Japanese trus
North China to plecess If Japan

army to divide the still unsecur

the appetites of the financial cliques that would teear
were. to succeedvin.maintaining its conguered positions for en interval of some ten years,

this would mean, above all, the intensive industrislisation of North China in the mili-

tery interests of Japanese imperielism. New re.ilweys, mines, power-stations, mining and

metellurgical enterprises, and cotton plantations would rapidly spring up. The polarise-

tion of the Chinese netion would recelve a feverish impulse. New hundreds of thousends
1iged in the briefeat possible space

and millions of Chinese pr

of time. On the other han ie would fall into an ever greaier de=

pendence on Japanese cepitel. Even less then in the past would it be cepable of standing
no less & national revolution. Face to face with the for-

at the head of a national war,
y larger, socially strengthened, politically mat=

eign violator would stand the numericell
ured Chinese proletariat, called to lead the Chinese village. Hatred of the foreign en=

slaver ig @ mighty revolutionary cement. The new national revolution will, one must
think, be placed on the agende still in the lifetime of the present generazcion. To solve
the tasks imposed upon it, the vanguard of the Chinese proletariat must thoroughly assim-
11&?9 the lessons of the Chinese Revolution. Isaacs' book cén serve it in this sense as
i irreplaceable aid. It remains to be hoped that the book will be translated into

inese as well as other foreign languages.”

oletarians would Dbe mobil
d, the Chinese bourgeois

Isaacs' book opens quietly. The first two
tion of China from early days up to the
Revolution, are boldly thrust ine
up, deals with the formative
t played by the Communist In-

itha Here then is the whole tragic storys
%rﬁefs survey the politicel and economic posi
b Wer. The pf‘oblans of Chine, soluble only by the
“&rsght' The third chepter, in which things begin to wern

of the nationalist party, the Kuomintang, and the par
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havtore Four to Seventeen, written white-hot, take ug
from the great 1925 Canton 8trike, through the liarch coup, tb? victorious campaign to the
North, the Shanghai insurrection and its results, to the setting up and 901131386 of the
wuhan regime. Here is the wholo story of the black treec.ery paid fo? with the sac?ifice
of the lives of millions of workers and peasantso step by step, Sf‘;alln'.s betrayal is
followed.. Inexorebly, like a Greck tragedy, the acts sf Stalin, his "mistakes", are fol-
lowed by bloods Tho Chinese masses paid for Stalin's “exper'iments", and for the “triumph"
he needed, the Canton Coumuno, in orzlor to expol from the communist Party of the Soviet
Union thove who fought against him. ‘

ratal course of the Second? It is not
1esgons of the Russian Revolution

book is a harbinger of the vic-

/ill the Third Chinese Rovolution take the
likelye The lessons of ths 3econd Revolution, 11
of 1905, will be taken to heart. In this sense Isascs’
torious Chinese Revolution.
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THE MUNICH AGREEMENT
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The leading article in the November issue cf WThe Spark" draws inferences from the
Four-Fower agreement 8% Munich, which, however, hypothetical, will pley an important role ‘
in determining the propapgenda and tactics of the Luropean sections of the Fourth Interma-

tional, primarily, in the immediete future. Consequently disagreements on the objects
and probable effects of the Munich a greement should be thoroughly ventilated throughout

all sections without the slightest delay.

The events leading up to the Munich conference, despite apparent contradictions and
inconsistencies, followed & definite lina of action on the part of the imperialist powers.

This does not mean that the powers subjectively and consciously had complete control of
what took place and could have foretold the result. Only through the apnlication of the
principle of the class struggle on en international scale, that 1is, world imperialism
versus the world proletariat, do the inconsistencies disappear and it becomes possible

completely to comprehend the chearacter cf the crisis.

The Imperialist-Capitalist class of the preegent epoch has revealed itself to be
possessed of an extremeély high mensure of cless-consciousness, unparelleled in any former
ruling class in history. Proletariwn class~consciousness appears almost as a figment of
the imagination compared with that of the enemy class- Tactical prudence does not neces-
sitate concealment of this fact the truth has never served the cause of the reactions
It is hardly necessary to furnish proof of the aodove averment =~-- precisely the “3park"
erticle itself provides numerous examples of bourgeois class-consciousness in its first
few peragraphs. Tho same article furnisnes instances of the ability of the imperielist
powers to overcome their own rivalries when faced with the menace of the armed proletar-
iat, notebly the Paris Commune and the Wers of intervention against the Soviet Union. We
would be deceiving ourselves were we tr imagine that the class-conscious workers and re-
volutionaries were the only ones capabie of drawing conclusions from the first imperial-
ist wer and the Russien Revolution. It taught the bourgeoisie and their functionaries a

great deal and they have long memories where their profits are concerned.

e .

When the aforementioned article differes from the theory that at Munich the four
robbers came to an agreement at the expense of the Soviet Union, and later comes to the
sonelusion that the contradictions between British-French imperialism and Germen-Italien
imperialism are totally insoluble and that war between these two imperialist groupings is
inevitable, then we must express our disagreement with this formulation. It need be men-
tioned only incidentally that were such an imper 2list war to break out the position of
Ttelian imperialism remains uncertein since the rivel alliences in an imperialist wer are
determined not by political ideologloes but by economic, geographical and military consid-
erations. Fundamentally the four-power pa.ct is an imperialist alliance directed in the
first instance ogainst the proletariat of 2ll Europe. When Hitler fulminates against
Bolshevism he is porfectly cognisant of the main danger. The imperialists fear the Bol~
sheviam of the German, French, Jtalian and British workers most of all. They do not
fear the Soviet Union as & combined whole. They recognise full well that they have a
powerful ally inside the U.S3.3.R. in the form of the bureaucracy and its leader Stalin,

1@ part of the Russian masses.

who everywhere crush any revolu tionary manifestations on the ‘
o conecious of the menace to their class interests in the new
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The “Spark" article considers that the desire for world hegemony and pregtige will
Pet,the rival imperielisms at one another's throats. This agsunption cannot be borne out
oy experience since prestige is subordinated by the bourgeoisie to the interests of pro-
les- when Hitler and Chamberlein reiterate that the German people want peace with the
British people and vice verse, they quite genuinely mean it. They know that a war be-
tween them would be fatal to their common class interests. The agreement between Hitler
and Chamberlain thot Germany end Britain will never go to war again 1s seriously intended,
otherwise Hitler would not have come to such an egreement since, 1f Gemian imperialiem at
Aiture attacks Britein, it will be brended as the agressor, which would
eneble the British bourgeoisie to reise the chauvinistic and gociel patriotic feelings of
the masses and rally them to the defence of the fatherland. ie do not conclude from the
r between Britain end Germany is now completely excluded, but we see

ires and the conscious attempts on the part of the imperialists to
danger common to them gll =-

any time 1n the

aforegoing that W
the deep-rooted des
subordinate their own rivalries in the face of the mighty
the world socialist revolution.

Why then the crisis, the mobilisation in France, the digging of trenches in Hyde
Park, the issuing of gas-mesks, etc., etc.? Perhaps there did exist the danger of wars.
It would be idle to attempt to estimate whether or not chaemberlain was aware at the outv-
set that there would not be war. At the same time the preparations were exceedingly pro-
fitable to the courgeoisie, and 1in eddition it served the purpose of practical demogo -
guey, upon which the whole of the politics of democratic Capitelism is built up. Had
there been no preparations it might heave occured to the me.sses that Chamberlain et al
knew all along there would be no war and that they were quite prepared to hand over
Czecho-Slovaekia to Hitler. Most dengerous of all, it might have revealed to the masgses
the community of interests between their own democratic imperia lisms and the fascist im=
perialisms. Chamberlain and Deladier are not prepared &as yet to risk the possible reac-
tions of such enlipghtenment on their respective working classes. Imperialist propagande
and tectics, whether fascist or democratic, has today become extremely subtle, much more

so perhaps than that which we are prepared to credit them.

The "Spark" article statles that it is premature to call the Franco-Soviet Pact
it may therefore enjoy & new

dead, that it retains its value for France, indicating that 1
lea.se of 1ife. Here again we disagree. The Franco-3oviet Pact and the Popular Front,

though still spoken of, are virtuelly dead. The fact that there are rumours of a poss-
ible reapprochement betlween Germany end Russia, which emanate not from opposition sources
to the Stalinist line, but for exemple from Wialter Duranty the Stalinist hack, reveals

that lLioscow at eny .rate regards the Franco-Soviet Pact as of no more force oOr ef fect,
The next loscow Triel will no doubt clerify this point. French imperialism knows very
well the denger of German domination over Europe, yet they heve by their actions volun-
terily handed over such domination to Hitler. Daladier's next step is the introduction
of fascism in France, since if the crisis taught us anything, it was the fact that bour-
geois democracy cén no longer survive in the era of declining Capitelisme. French and

British cepitelism will require Hitler's eid in this project and it will readily be
forthcominge This can be counted among the gains of British end French imperialisms by
the Munich agreement. It 18 agreed that class contradictions do not eliminate imperial-

igt contradictions, but we see now to what lengths the bourgeoisie will go 1o subordinate
the latter to the former as they succeeded in doing at Munich.

The result of Stelin's foreign policy has been to isolate the Soviet Union, now &as
never before. An advence on the Soviet Union by the super-Virangel, Hitler, 1s &an immed -
inte perspective of European imperialism, either with the connivance or the active as-
si stance of French, ond British and Italian imperialism. From the point of view of mil-
itary technique, each war commencoes where the previous war emled. Considering that the
firgt imperialist Wwar ended by a united imperialist war of intervention against Russia
which was followed by an imperialist peace, it is not far-fetched to infer that the next
war cén commence &s a war of intervention. We cannot be conc erned with sophistry de-
signed to show that things are not quite so bad. The ebove is the worst possible var-
iant end it must consequently determine the propaganda, strategy and tactics of the

Fourth International.

The Workers Party of South Africa -- Johannesburg Se stion,

in the "spark" furnished Winstances of the ability of the imperialist
their own rivalries when faced with the menace of the armed
mave not yet such a situation. |

(1. The article
powers to overcome
proletariat". DBut we

2. The four-power pact to which this diecussion article refers as an accomp. ished
fact is not yet in existence. ‘ |
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3e '113‘11;19 C.lesirefs of‘Chambsrlain and Hitler never to go to war agalin is not enough to stop
e lmpending war. None of these gentlemen want a war. All are afreid of its con-

s?quences.- Bl.).t.figbt they must. Var they cannot avoids Their economy, their poli-
tics, their militarism -- all faces war" (Le Trotsky).

4. The.fe&:l.r 0.5 oelngg branded as the aggressor has never yet stopped an aggressive im-
perialism from going to war.

5 French.imperialism has.no‘c.. hand ed voluntarily the domination over Europe to Hitler.
A fascist France or Britain would Just as little be disposed to give voluntarily a

part of theilr Empires to Hitler as & “democratic" France or Britain would. World
hegemony means profits.

R e ]

6. The argument on military technique cannot be transferred mechanically to the politi-
ca.l sphere.

T- The "Spark" article was not "concerned with gsophistry designed to show that things
are not quite so bad".

8. The propagenda, strategy and tactics of the Fourth International are not determined
by this or that prognosis on the coming war. The thesis "Viar and the Fourth Inter~
national™ prescribes clearly and unembiguously the line of action for Revolutionary
Socilaists in the coming war. This line of action if not affected by the corTect-
ness of a prognosise.

4 Bditor of “The Spark".)
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