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Ye You ware appointed spokesman of all the llberation movementa at tha T4U'a
10th Apsembly of linads of State and Uovermmants In this ecapseity; cmn
you give us your ondnlon on tha resulta of this session as regards the
problems of the liberatlon strugile in Africal

A, 1 think that the time wien this confler: nge is being held, that ls ten
years after the creation of the UAU, rot only mejuired of Afrlean
countrlrs an analysio of tia work done Lut alse Justidied the solsun
celebration of this date to mark the succesmas achloved In this jeried,
vome heads of state, like fwame Wirumah, ®€kou Tourd, Nasmer anl yat

others have made an lopertant eontribution to the eause of Afriean unity,
and in a nusber of countries liberatlon movemgnts have cobaried upon

gerious and wiydelding stryigles for the liberation of thes parts of the
continent wideh are still domimated. IC is in tds spirit that woe cice
to Addis Ababa and nhave sought W make the waximum contribution w this
confercnce. Yo attanded the Counclil of Minletars am! wn avproved or
recommordel certain decisions we ghowld llke to mn“w@ﬂ hy tha
Assembly of Heads of State. Howaver, the liberation moverments are not
exldoewiy entirely satlafied, "ne can note & difference as comsared with
what happened last yasr in Habat, Tithout wilerhing to s eak precls ly of
A stop backeards, this differ noe was notod in such material details as
W fact that there were no places rescrved for us in the confurwace hall,
that the seats asslined to us wero not efjulpped with earpimnns, that no
transiation was made available to us, and that wo had dilTlenlties in
allressing the conferconce, all ol whlch was & handieap to our partlelpatlicn.
All thie is indieative of a certain attitude tosands the libaration
novaments,

Ag rogards e decislons taken at whiis staje of tha conlerm noe (l.oe wlore
thalr adoption by the ileads ol late), we think they are excellont., ler
A ple, daring the debate en armed stouw(le we were acle Lo wiopt a
meclutlon wnich pives {iret place to amed struggle as the chial form

of action for liberation.

I was alee very plad to sea Africa's preoccupation with econcmie probslemss
For it ia in the economdc mshere Lhat curopa and the Unltsd itates ars
continuing o doeminate Alrica in the form of neo-colonlalism, ihe Line
has come Lor Alrican countrins to make An analysis of L & sltuation,

ihe economic division of Africa lnto bloes which, whethor by aceident or
nob, coineide with the regional blocs constituted by Franos, Great
Dritadin, the Unlted Htates and othor countries, leads to Uhe division of
ifriean countries intw oconomie grouplngs which oparate more or loss
harmoniously but virtually separately. Afriean uwnity must be not enly
political but eleo economlc, ho idea of an Afrlcan Gowmon Market whicno



some counirles have suggested here is a good idea in tole respect.
inis would facilitate the development of Africa, tie epening wup of
trade and industrialisation, iha problem of trads, howver, is
elosely bound up with currency problims. e long as Africa remains
finaneially depondent on surcpe 1t will not be able to develop its
market and imposo its torms on the external market.

%a also welcome All the promises of Linanelal and military ald which
have been made. In short, the Alcican liveration wovesonis® eontribution
to this conferunce, to tone extent that it has been pemiltted, has been
geod, 1 snould slso llke to stress anctier imsertint assoet of this
entiferonce. Africa, which sometimes shows & temiency to isolate
itself, has taken a stard, both here and in liabat, in favour of
solldarity with the ether fighting peoples, in Infochina and Palestine.
1 think a resclution will ba adepted supperting the strugple of the
Paleostinisn people and ihe rights of Feypt, an Afriean country pact of
whote tarritery 16 cecupled, Tnle shows the internationalisation of
Africa, ihe fact that it Is becoming epen to the problens of the rest
of the world,

biow that there is talk of the need to rvetructurs the Liberation
Comulties, what sugpestions would you put foreanrd?

in the Liberation Cormiitee, as in all things, thors are two as ects,
the pood and the bad, [ think it ds & useful body for the liberatlon
muvenentes laking our ewn experience, it bas often holped up to solve
problems widch would ot have been solved witheut 4t. 1t Ls uneful el
it must be maintalned, so that the liberatlon movoments, egiceially in
tho pouthern part of Africa, should be properly ailded. Halntaining
tha autonsey of the Liberation Cormittes is an abmolute necezsity,
Gtherwise the libevation movements will find themsclves trasped 4n the
LaU's bureaucratic noshes., e prefer to maintsin a body which,
oparationally speaking, ds espable of solving problems,

i Liberation Cormittee tends to menopelise the re-allocation and
disiribution of aid L ths liberaiion sovemoenis, Viat is your opinion
en the problem of multilateral and bilateral aid?

Une Always comes up agalnst the save problems. i{hare are liberation
rowmrnte waleh aro effectively contrlbuting to the liberation of
their countries. Utliers, on the other Lamnd, are falling in thelr duty
urgl are content W rimaln estiablisnaed abread. ‘e erlteria adopted Ly
the UAU wate il possiole for movements with no aotivilty to cuntinus Lo
rcoive ald wiilch 1s not used for tha etrugle. Desplte the ofiorts of
tha Liberation Comnlttee, widch has alrealy undertalon a mber of
nisglons In Afrien and furope, I think bilateral relations will ba
malniained, L have observed in curepe that in each gountry a d tailed
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analysis 15 nade of the problems of the liberation movetiontss I have
ot eeen this in Africa, whora things often remaln at the suwmirfieial
Btage. According o tie ¥PLA's ox @rience of bilateral relations, wa
8da that there 18 4 rreater poselbility of maring each country understand
& situation and thug getting over the costs reabresented by cortaln oay
deolsions, bilateral rolations enable us to work out a batter stratoy
for iiberation, based op different concepts, and to untergtand our own
yreblans better,

Contrary to a widely held view, the liberation sovem=nts are not Bnaitling
only money, it is important for uas to exchange ideas and pot anly
Boeaches. Wa wlsh, therefore, te maintaisn contaot with s11 countries,
Loth left and right, north and Bcuth. We are prepared ts do so,

How ean the results of the Uslo Confarqnoe take on concrete fom?

it ia & good thing that the Louncil of dinisters recomzended the
adoption of the Uslo Frograrme by the VAU, 4@ jou Kliow, the absenos of
s United States, Great Britain and France at Oslo was & real defeat
for thoge tountrics, Tha eonlaratics wap transformed into a conlarmice of
tie liberation novements. Ite alms warn greatly aurpasacd, sinea app
views wore acconted inresorvedly, e ares #oing use this new factor at
Uie next neeting of the Deecolondsation Conmittee, As fop the inplementation
of the Usle deeisions, this will depend on the dynauien of African
countries, “hersas it gan be foreseen that the ¢ ‘ale Pro;rarms will Le
focupted by the Committes of 24, it will cartainly ba mors difficult in
the Ui Ueneral hssembly and Security Gounoil, But ap alwaya, it is masg
actlon that counts. Fopulap presaure and the propleg’ moral condtomnation
always earry mors welght than decisions whileh are never implemented.

tiow would you characterise the prosent situation in Anvola?

hhien ons speaks of the sltuatlon in Angola, one thinks first of the
military Bituation, of the acticn el taa guerrillas, of theip Buccescog
and dufents, of the progress achleved in the liberated areas, ‘ihe
Bliuation is good in the eagtern part, Ltwxkt where we gontrol four
districts. It is less sn in the northern "art, that is, in the Luania
reitlon ard Cablinda, whare we have trasendous lepigtic diffieultien, pop
instance, one has to walk for two months to reach the front i tuated
500 ka from the Zambian Border. ‘he fact fx that UD to now the VLA
dons not have the right two supply whe frent Crom “iire obliges ua to
transport our material tirowh Dap es Halaan port, which im 3,000 im Irom
mbian border, In tiie literated arcas, newever, we apa continuing
vur work in political and mili tary organisatlon, education and medieal
Care. lhers is g Bericus food problem becausa of tha Portugungs ary's

use of herbieddes aud dofoliants and the dog truetion of many thousands of
«llezetras of cassava Cripe. As repcards conbat, we wre cantinuing to



attack pr positlona of the Portuguese, who recently had to avacuate a
nunber of barracks in Cabinda ns woll as on the Eastern Front,

Of courss, in ton years the Portuguese have learnt a few things, Ve
have to watch the now situation elosely and wa ragret that it is rot
alvways well understood by some African countrise. Tha pursuit of the
war has lLed Poriugal to introduce eertain reforas in the structuraa
governing its relatlans with the eolonles. The new Uverseas Law grants
political and finmanclal sutonomy to the colonlem, which have been endowed
with a Leglslative Asseably and a consultative body (Junta consultativa),
and rigged out wiin i&‘.iuau 'States within the fortuguese lwpublie®. All
this is nothing but a facude, at both the political ard economic Llevels,
but the war has also led the settlers to veer more and mors towards &
rhodeslanisation of the problem, that is, tne eatablisiment of a whita
winarily govarmient. lhere are two problems here, Un the ene hand, the
sottlars are counting increasingly on Gouth Africa's suwmort and, on the
other, they feel expleited by thn motropole. Vertusal has introduced

roforma for thess two reasons. At the same time, 1t is brylng to lnerense
tha white population with projects like the Uunena scheme, to glve an
Impression of development by seeking new inveslzents (almoat all Afrlean
couniries are lovelvod in this) for the exploitatlion of iron, pelreleum

ani diamerds, A1l this gives an air of presparity which astounts Forvlinars.
ihe Angela of 1973 is no longer that of 156l., MAngolsn functionaries are
being: promoted amd they are better paid, Fart of the populatlion ham thus
bern domobllised. deme African countrics might also be duped by thers
measures and po aleng with the idea of compromise with Pertugal ard a
negotlated solutlon which would put an and to our strupgles ihle is &

very redl danger, and i we do not exert ovary elfort a situation ray be
reachid whnere compromlise = accepted Ly some Ang olane and come African
countrles = mipght &xx jeopardiss evorything we have defended up W now. e
are worried, for instanos, by the rolations eertain African countbrios have
with Brasil,. Thoy beliove Erazll ean have an influcnce on Portugal, whereas
it is in fact the other wiy round,

dur anwer to aAll thie ls that it is enly throush armed etrupile and
perguvarence in ammed combat that one ean win, degetiation is but a result
of combat. It is newor offered by the colonialista as a pift, Uur people
are pot fooled, lhey are used to the machinatlons Pertugal resorts to
whetwver 1t flnds 1tsell in & dilliecult position, :

e What is the situation with the unificatlion of the Ancelan nationalist
movenent?  Some think it imposeible, while dses for others it has
already boon achieved. 1 thiok 1t would be uselul to enlighten African
epinion on thile matiar,



As I onall not give any detalls on the negotiations beckusa we have
agrecd not to provide e prass with any exolanations while the
ne otiations are still taking place, e division af the natisnalist
movement oetween the KPLA mand the FiiA is & pheponenen rosul ting from
differin: concepts of tha strugple, Ve have besn fighuing separatoly
for nearly 13 years. e have had differencos, but we recautly deeired
to unify the two movements, ok wdiication canmot be achicved overndght,
rocisely becausa of those differeuces of concept and ol aethods of
g Turiles We have not disoussed sulficliently up to now. Ihe opinlons
of the experts (for there are exparts on a1l things, including snpelan
miesbionn) are not satisfactory. (hose who say that unity is not
nossible because of idsoloieal differsnnne are mistilton, ™Mae distance
batwesn us is not such as to provent unity in the etruggle for
Lndependence,

inosa wio say that unity has benn achleved are aleo mistaicon, sinca wa
hava not yet dirawn up regulations to gulde the work of thn bodics we
iiave establisheds the vupreme Councll of the Btrungle, the Polltieal
Councll and the Uniflecd Nilltary Gommand,

e problem is a complex ene, recause not only Angolans are dircussing
tids preblem. Inere is alse Lhe prescnec of our nelghbours, the Afrlecan
countries wnich, while helplng us, navertheless indlusice tiw course of
the nogotiatlons on cooperatlon,

Personally, 1 am sure that oeltier the NI'WA nor the FilA ean po back

on the agrecment wo reanchel on 13 Deercher 1972, And this for twe
TOABCNE,. W are reswonsible belora the Alriean psoplen, whe exsaset of
us rufficlent maturdi'y to ensble us o overcoms pur pronlens amd
differonces and coorllnate ouwr elfovrts for liberatlon. BPut asieeially
bucausa our pecple will no lonper ba able to accept the dlvision Lelween
tho MPLh, ou the ona hand, and tha FlhuA an the other, Our peaple are
avare that without undty we carmot aohleve total vietory svar the
rolondaliste. it 1s Impossitle for us to go back on this. e sust
wors together. For the UPLA, this is cur graatsst dealre,

interview by J. Fanon.



	x11.pdf
	x12.pdf
	x13.pdf
	x14.pdf
	x15.pdf

