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The Unity of Working Class
Youth Will Triumph

By Raymond Guyot

N several countries, the working<class youth has already given

magnificent examples of unity in the struggle against the forces of

war and barbarism unleashed by fascism. The unification of the
Communist and Socialist youth of Spain will for ever remain one of the
most brilliant of these examples. Under the leadership of Comrade
Santiago Carrillo, the glorious Federation of Socialist Youth of Spain
arouscs the admiration of the world.

With an cnthusiasm born of the first results of its unity, the
working-class youth of all countries is, to-day, animated by a powerful
will for united action against fascism, terror, misery, obscurantism, war.
Working-class youth is becoming more and more conscious that fascism
is not a sign of strength of the old capitalist world, but a sign of weakness.
The conviction that it is possible to defeat fascism is penctrating deep
into the hearts of millions of young workers.

L ] L L L

The Young Communist International, fighting under the flag of
Lenin and Sralin, has resolutely placed itself at the head of this great
movement for united action of working<lass youth.  Repulsing and
denouncing the abominable theories of the capitulators, the cuwards, the
Trotskyists, agents of Hitler—" better slavery than death "—we appeal
to the courage and fighting spirit of youth, to its love of liberty and
progress, to its ardour and heroism; and we will show youth the path
of struggle for life. Do not let ourselves be put back b;any difficulty
and, denouncing the encmics of unity, we will concentrate all our powers
in order to realisc the directive given by Comrade Dimitroff at the
Sixth Congress of the Young Communist - International * to Ilquldat:
the divisions among the working youth.” iy it e

This is, in fact, the essential condition that' M i._ziu-r if the
younger generation is to be saved from which would
like to imbue into youth the soul of slaves a __J':L.. v This_'ng
the only way in which youth can be b HF“ o .. ‘Oﬁf !
wurking class and the people in lhu hanl uﬂ’“’”‘ 12al0
fascism, for liberty and Socialism.

The Young Communist Interﬂalidlul 1}:», {f‘

L] -lll

sections have done everything possible to
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vl action with the international Socialist Youth and all its national
sections, We cannot Say that we have found Erf-lt cnfl"-t*‘-;l,'-_ﬂﬂ V]
this among the leaders of the International Socialist Youth;neither
siiall we seek 1o hide the fact that several of these lecaders have
shown themselves to be hostile, desperate enemies of unity.

Hu_l in-many instances, our will for unity togcther with
the desire for unily ol the young Socialist “urf;;:r-l. has broken
down all obstacles and has made the splitting  actvities of
certann people more difficult, [

It 1s in this way that, in four countries ~Spain, Belgium,
Latvia, Mcﬂm —the Communist and Socialist youth have real-
ised their 2im of a unified organisation of anti-faseist strugele
and |'|.l_\'|'r_'lg as one of the essential points of their programime,
the building of international unity among youth. In 2 recent
letter In_ the Executive Commiltee of the Young Communist
In:::rn:umngl. the unified Youth orgamisation  of  Latvia
cxpressed itself in the following terms:

~ " The Union of Latvian Working Youth will use all
s cllorts 10 promote unity. We are convinced that our
example can, and will serve the youth of other countries:
that this example can, and will encourage the partisans of
unity n other countries to struggle with increased ardour for
the unification of the Socialist and Communist youth forces
and for the building of international unity. Long live the
working youth of Latvia! Long live the Young Communist

International!  Long live the unity of working youth the
world over! ™

In other countries, such as Chile, the Socialist and Com-
munist youth have created an anti-fascist association.  In a num-
ber of countries such as England and Switzerland, the Com-
munist and Socialist youth are united through long, solid and
clicctive practical activity. In France, in spite of the violence
of the enemies of united action, this 1s developing afresh. The
Socialist and Communist students have also given a  fine
example of united action in the creation of an international
Students” Alliance for Secialism to co-ordinate and unite the
work of Socialist and Communist studenis in all countries.

The close collaboration of the Communist and Socialist
Youth Internationals in the world youth peace movement and in
the International Youth Commission for Aid to Spain, has also
done much to facilitute joint action of the Socialist and Com-
munist youth.

At a time when Hitler-fascism and its alhies, Mussolini and
the Mikado, are developing their oppression of China and are
crushing with terror the movements of the peoples in Spain,
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Albania who, nevertheless, are carrying
on an heroic struggle for their liberties and independence; when
fascism is preparing to invade the Baltic states and Poland and to
provoke a new world war directed in the first place against
France and England; in such a situation it is our duty to develop
and strengthen the movement for international umted youth
action which is already beginning to take shape.

It is our duty to bring all the forces of working youth to the
side of the working class, which is lighting for the creation of a
Peace Front with the Soviet Union, in spite of the capitulation
and treachery of the rulers of England and France.

It is precisely at such a time as this that the reactionary
leaders of the Second International choose to launch an offensive
of extraordinary violence against international youth unity. With
the supporl or tacit connivance of certain leaders of the Inter-
national Socialist Youth, such people as Spaak and Besteiro are
intent upon the destruction of the unity of Socialist and Com-

munist youth.
™ L L . L]

In England, because of their fight against Chamberlain and
their policy of unity with the Young Communist League, the
Lobour League of Youth has been suspended by the Labour
Party. In Belgium, a split has been provoked in the Young
Socialist Guard, and the Federation of the Young Socialist
Guard of Brussels, loyal to the cause of unity and the revo-
utionary struggle, has been excluded from the Belgian Labour
»irty.  Finally, furiously continuing their counter-revolutionary

the chrnfl of the Sccond International are demanding
- exclusior the International Socialist Youth of that
jor -'-Qm:i covered itselfl with glory. and which has
Ay L -

————Ner g

leit tens of thousands of 1ts members on the bat: _.
of the Unified Socialist Youth of S’P‘“ﬂ u.5+t-f:fm ﬁﬂ%
tngo Carnillo.  Those who dare to attack the JS.U. San.

their heads in shame for ever! The working v it world
can bave nothing but loathing for the :f;ﬂxmnfr.
\ECIJ‘:IE. m
Animated by the “ spirit of Munich ™ o ; -
and subaussion to Hitler; moved by a [Hﬂi’l:lfnh';ﬁ CL#
munism and the Soviet Union, the react: of the
sccond International have declared war on all that is Qn’, revo-
lutionary wnd filled with the spirit of struggle. Y wish
destroy the spirit of unity and revolutionary feeling why q,:

in the heart of the Socialist Youth Federations.

But we can already say 10 the enemies of unity that their |
wiik will not succeed. e,

The power ol the international
vouth 1s greater than they mught have supposad, They m
ing this out already in England and Belgium; and we predicy
that their experience in this respect with regard 1o Spain
even moie cruel. =
Young Communists! In all countries, fight valiantly
order to crush fascism and to defend the claims of y

this struggle, realise unity with your brothers of the
Youth! v

Comrades of the Unified Socialist Youth (J.5,U.) of Spai iy
brothers of the Young Socialist Guard of Belgium and ¥
Labour Leagues of Youth of England, raise the banner of uni
yel higher!

Young Socialists, Socialist students of all countries, streng-
then and develop your unity with your brothers of the Com-
munist youth! We are convinced that the proposals for
united action which we have just made to the Socialist Youth
International will meet with your full sympathy and approval.

We know that the struggle for Unity is hard. But the umty
of the international working-¢class youth will triumph all the
same.  With the working class and the people, united youth will

be at its post against fascism and reaction, for the defence
Itherty and peace. for Socialism, B )
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A Hero of Youth Dies for Liberty
And Peace

ARTHUR BECKER MURDERED BY THE GESTAPO i
IN SPAIN

FPHE international youth movement has suffered a terrible Joss.
Arthur Becker, former member of the German Reichstag,
was assassinated by the Gestapo in Burgos. Arthur Becker had

B . —————CGSWSSSEE RS

fought in the ranks of the 1l1th International m On 1
April 1, 1938, he fell into the hands of the fascists in Gandesa.
First isolated in the prisoners’ camp and then removed fo the
prison in Burgos, he was there handed over to the Gestapo

hangmen, ;

o .

Arthur Becker, the son of a worker, was born hlmh ﬁ]
Remscheid in Rhineland, When still young he lll't:lllﬂ m'
in the big struggles of the Rhincland workers from 1318 - i
He read and studied enormously. His intelligence, his refie A

g

-

mind won him the confidence of the young com
clected him as their leader of the youth organisation.
Becker not only enjoyed the sympathy of his own €c OEREC, S
had also many fricnds among lh:h;noun: Catholics 1.' ¢ Rhme
land. The lnl}tr uﬂcln invited him tluh:ddl'!_l heir mecting
On his return from a long jour In Soviet Union
he was invited by them ln‘giﬁnmm a report on What
seen in the country of Socialism. T T S
In 1930 the youth of the Rhincland rcted him as their
member of the Reichstag, He was ils youn H":"‘f bl », e
German capitalist press did not fail o, atiack hiff SIEEES S
the nickname ** Benjamin.” One (ten hear Sam. AFOm &
tribune of the Reichstag and in the COMMISSION K
ing the demands of the young WOTKers ADGEPSSSSSSE"
The fascist of the Gest ﬁﬂkkq,, e
Becker, but already in Germany the seed hie S8 S -
T'ﬂ'l! 'ﬂ' tm ﬂ. F—_ !__:-—_-_-t,.-'i_,g-'f.*_"l." -
tenaciously together with the adult Work
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The History of the Bolshevik Party and the Younger

Generation

By Victor Joanncs

r["HE history ol the Bolshevik Party is the history of the only

party of the working-class which has led the people to power,
and wkhich has led to the building of Socialism. At this moment,
the Party is directing the gradual transformation from Socialism
to Communism in a country which is 40 times as large as France,
with 170 million inhabitants divided into 45 nationalities and 11
Federal Republics.

The history of the Bolshevik Party is, therefore, the history
of the glorious struggle for that great ideal which we are striving
10 realise.

It is clear to everybody that the book does not give us a
readv-made formula for the realisation of this ideal in France.
We must take into account the different historical, geographical
and political conditions in which we are living.

We arc that France which made the Revolution of 1789,
In tsarist Russia, the old remains of feudalism were mixed with
developing capitalism. We must not, therefore, take the contents
of the history of the Bolshevik Party and use it like a kitchen
recipe. but adapt it to our own conditions,

Yet the book brings to light the fundamental conditions
which hold true in all countrics, for the overthrow of the
capitalist world and the building of Socialism.

The history of the Bolshevik Party is the history of the
Party which is richest in experience in all spheres of work.

The history of the Bolshevik Communist Parly can be
divided into three main periods.

The first period is that which sces the first steps of the
Russian workers” movement and, parallel with this, the spread
of Marxism in Russia. With the beginning of Lenin's activities
in 1887—he was then 17 vears old—and under his influence, the
menetration of the Russian workers' movement with Marxist
thought was achieved.

The cinema has immortalised this stage of the history ol
the Bolshevik Party in that magnificent film of revolt—"Battleship
Potemkin.” The revolt of the battleship Potemkin is the story
of the revolutionary movement among the sailors of the
“ Potemkin ** who, hearing of the revolutionary events which had
taken place in Odessa, wished to give battle for the Revelution.
The revolt broke out when a sailor, who had found worms in his
soup, went with his comrades to the officers commanding the
ship who used to provide the sailors with rotten meat and
pocket the difference. When their complaints were not listened
to the sailors became angry and seized their officers, threw them
overboard and ran up the red flag on the battleship * Potemkin."”

The tsar tried hard to send other ships to quell the revolt on
the Potemkin, but the crews refused to fire on the battleship.
Always remember, dear comrades, this example sct by the sailors
of the battleship * Potemkin.”

The second period is that which we have called the period
of the struggle for power.

Finally, during the rthird period, a whole host of heroes of
the people appeared, such as Chapayev, who fought in the Volga
and Ural regions and whom the cincma has brought so near to
us. It is also the time of Maxim, whom we have also scen on the
screen: first, as a militant of the underground party; then, as a
director of the State Bank; and then, once again fighting for the
cause of Socialism.

This is the epoch of the sailors of Kronstadi, the epoch
when the men were made who were to achieve the Socialist
socicty. '

Before the victorious Revolution of October, 1917, the Bol-
shevik Communist Party had known both success and defeat,
legal and underground work, the upward surge of the revo-
lutionary movement and its retreat. _ _

This work, the History of the Bolshevik Party, might be
called a real encyclopedia of Marxism-Leninism, We, young
Commnnists, who have inscribed in our constitution that * our

FFederation cducates its members in the spirit of Communism, the
grealest human ideal,” must study this history of the Bolshevik
party very carefully. It contains the fundamental laws of Marx-
ism-Leninism, the fundamental laws of Communism,

_ .'r_!frr.: and Engels and, later, Lenin and Stalin, have applied
scientific methods to the study of human society and the social
struggles of their times, They have brought to light the laws of
development of society, the laws of political action. We must
develop the education of our Communist youth from their work.
IFor the understanding of these laws, the understanding of Marx-
ism-Leninism will be made much easier for us now that we
possess this Short History of the Bolshevik Party. This book
brings out in sharp relief the contribution made to Marxism by
Lenin and Stalin who, analysing the events and struggles which
took place after Marx and Engels, deduced new laws from their
analyses.

This book 1s a real source of courage and confidence. Faced
by those who, corrupters and corrupted, are preaching the doc-
trine of slavery to ?-uuth. it is an expression of frec life and
shows the struggle of free men who wished to experience neither
slavery nor death.

SOME LESSONS FROM THE BOOK

Here are some of the lessons from the book which have a
bearing on the present situation. One problem stands out above
all others, the problem of war or peace.

The History of the Bolshevik Party, expounding the Marxist-
Leninist conceptions on the problems of war and peace states
that:

“ It was not to every kind of war that the Bolsheviks

were opposed. They were only opposed to wars of con-
quest, imperialist wars, The Bolsheviks held that there are
two kinds of war:

(a) Just wars, wars that are not wars of conquest but
wars of liberation, waged to defend the people from forei
attack and from attempts to enslave them, or to liberate the
people from capitalist slavery, or lastly, to liberate colonies
and dependent countries from the yoke of imperialism; and

(b) Unjust wars, wars of conquest, waged to conquer
and enslave foreign countries and foreign nations.

Wars of the first kind the Bolsheviks supported. As
to wars of the second kind, the Bolsheviks maintained that
a resolute struggle must be waged against them to the point
of revolution and the overthrow of one’s own imperialist
government.,”

The Bolsheviks were not simple pacifists sighing after peace,
They were not against war in general. They Knew and know
that peace docs not come of itsell. We must fight to ensure it,
and if Hitler and Mussolini think of attacking, we will know—
as the Bolsheviks and our Spanish Brothers knew—how to take
our place in the front ranks of anti-fascist struggle.

This book, the History of the Bolshevik Party, equips us
with the reply to the anti-Soviet campaigns of the French sup-
porters of Hitler. In chapters 10, 11 and 12 of the book, we are
given valuable information on the economi strength of the
U.S.S.R., on its unity and its patriotism.

The book also shows us how to fight against saboteurs and
spics. Our friend Michaut, speaking at the Congre:
rptdcra:inn on the History of t Ishevik Farty
is not an honest Frenchman who could reproacihiihe
for they have conducted themselves like true Jacobl
that we can this declaration. There 1S hC
single Frenchman who could honestly reproach W
the great task of leading the country
safeguarded the country against trai

i L = i .
E .

ites, Zinovievites and others. biwy i
Yes, they were right. And we can nﬁ :
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much like their example to be followed by those who pretend
10 rule France in the name of the Jacobins,

The second great lesson which the History of the Bolshevik
Party has for the present day is that of the necessity of defending
the immediate demands of the masses,

The book teaches us, in fact, that it is by ellectively defend-
ing the demands of the people that 1t 1s possible to bind them to
us, 10 win them in the end for Communism, :

Lenin himself did not hesitate to take an interest in these
demands, in the smallest strikes. In the first chapter, you will
learn that in 1895, Lenin issued an appeal to the workers of the
Thornton mills who were on strike, The Bolsheviks also used
all their press and notably Pravda, for the defence of the im-
mediate interests of the workers and peasants. In the dillicult
period 19081912, the Bolsheviks went into the bencfit socictics,
into all the organisations which the bourgeoisie left open to them,
in order to win the workers' demands.

The History of the Party also gives us a lesson in consistent
courage and coolness. To those who might be discouraged by
the present domestic and international difliculties, the history of
the Bolshevik Party brings a lesson of courage in difficult times.
The History of the Party teaches us that even setbacks can be
used to educate the people, and bring lessons which help to pre-
pare for future success.

We learn from the History of the Party never to let ourselves
become dizzy with success or presumptuous; that we must at all
costs retain a healthy, self-critical attitude in our work.

On page 308, you will find mention of a letter which com-
rade Sralin entitled * Dizzy with Success,” which was addressed
to the comrades who thought that collectivisation would be
achicved simply by decrecing it.  Read this letter carefully, and
this passage of the History of the Bolshevik Party, and you will
see how vigilant we must be; how quickly unsatisfactory work
must be noliced; and how we must be self-critical and not pre-
sumptuous or vain. The book teaches us modesty. It urges us
to work to discover and correct our faults, in order to con-
solidate our successes.

The history of the Bolshevik party shows us the role and
character of Trotskyism. On behalf of the enemy, Trotskyism
carries out the work of division and provocation among the
masses. It is important to appraise their role exactly, and to have
precise arguments with which to unmask them. In the book you
will find these arguments and a description of the role of the

The Young Spanish Emigres Carry on the Struggle
Against Fascism

By Manuel Azcarate

A_T the present time, there are more than half-a-million Span-

ish Republican refugees in France. Of these, some are
soldiers with thirty-two months of front-line service with the
Army in the fight against the Italo-German invasion ; many are
women and children who have sullered bombardments and
hunger.

Among these people, there are at Jeast 300000 voung
soldiers, labourers, skilled workers of the war industry, peasants
and students,

Forced to leave their country as a result of the policy of
non-intervention and the Casado betrayal which permitied the
fascists to occupy the whole of Republican territory, they are
lo-d[nlg cemigres, But they are not permanently refugees. for the
Spanish people is continuing the fight and will not allow the
invaders to establish themselves in Spain,

__ These young people are living under terrible conditions.
_For four months, they have been practically imprisoned in the
! cfugce and concentration camps where they reccive insufficient
30d and are forced to sleep on the ground wearing the same
¢ wearing when they first entered France
‘battle. In spite of all this, they still retain

i B
will to fight against fascism and their faith in the libera-
‘! i o in ' .
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Irotskyists, The book explains why and how :
have become a detachment of !‘u:isn{ It brings g mrz
activity of the Trotskyists, and shows how necessary it is 10 smagh
mercilessly all the etforts of these criminal ageats of the enemy
I'he book shows the splitling role played by Trotsky in play: :
oll the younger members of the Party against the o Buht:yja
~ Yet another lesson. The book shows what must be the
indispensable qualities of the Party. Everybody asks himself
the question: Why did the Bolshevik party triumph? The Bol
shevik party triumphed because it was a Party of a new type, dﬂ-
ferent from the social-democratic parties of the Second Iun.
national which are reat by differences and permeated by bour
geois influences. The Bolshevik Party formed a homogeneous
disciplined bloc, organised on the basis of democratic centralism,
and hgs preserved its ranks from baurgeois influence.

he Bolshevik Party won because it was closely bound 1o
the masses. Being bound to the masses—that is the secret of the
mnvincibility of the Bolsheviks. Sralin has shown us this in a very
authoritative way by recalling the legend of Antacus.

The book allows us to bring home the justice of our policy
to all honest young French people of good faith who are in-
fluenced by the anu-Soviet lies of the fascists and who are a
prey to confusion and doubt,

L1

1
; FOR A MASS CIRCULATION
‘The circulation of the History of the CPS.U(B) in the p
Soviet Union was tremendous. In a speech to militants of the
Party, Georges Cogniot was able to give the figure of six millions
for the first edition in Russian, without counting the translations

for the other nationalities, and its publication in the Bolshevik,
the theorctical organ of the Party, and in Pravda, the Party's
daily newspaper.

Our French party has set itself the task of achieving a cir-
culation of 300,000 copies. We, the Communist youth, want a
place of honour in this work. Our first aim is to sell 5,000 copies
in our own ranks, among the youth. We must go everywhere |
from door to door, into the markets—1to sell the History. Each
book sold 1s a man won for Communism, |

Come, young Communists, study the History, understand it,
give Youth this compass which will enable it to find its place once
again in the new cvents, Let us learn to become Communists.
L.et us work to win over the tens of thousands of honest -
French people who love peace and liberty—to the cause of
Communism.

In all the accounts which one hears of their feelings, there
are always the same phrases ; and, to-day, it is the paper of
the Spanish vouth emigres in France, Juventod ﬁm
which best translates this spirit

It is not only manifest in the articles written in the Juven-
tud de Espana, but, above all, in the hundreds of letters which
are sent every day and in which the young Spanish emigres
little scraps of paper. express their ideas and wishes for

future. ;- .
..I-. - |‘.1 ]

e s
THE YOUNG SPANIARDS WRITE TO ‘_g_,._.ﬁ__ o
Reading these letters, one is able to judge how far Spanish

youth has assimilated the nch ex b UGAMBAR RS
struggle against fascism and, above llEI'ﬂI}w  has. pre :
served a deep love for unity—the only ll.'ll"nl.l:ltt ective weapor
with which to resist and conquer the aggressions C

Mussolini. A w g

; Fn;“::li:is-m:u_ n,hlha‘lfll:” ity
give explicit support to the great Fec .
Youth (J.S.U) ﬂit:'? zader, Santia
that it was the J.S.U. that was r

unity of youth throughout the

o
B
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younger generation in the spirit of heromnm and anti-fascist
struggle.

When writing of their terrible plight at the moment, they
never let themselves be overcome by despair, After saying that
they have neither shirt nor shoes, that they are hungry and
cannot wash themselves, the first things they ask for are books
—fhlt‘“}" French grammars and dictionaries—writing paper and
pencils, in order to be able to study and thus to spend the time
rasing their cultural level.

_ But their main preoccupation is not only improving the
situation in the camps. They suffer most from inactivity, from
not being able to participate once again in the fight against
fascism.

They understand that, in order to abolish fascism and
liberate their country, as much can be done in France as in any
other democratic country. Fascism threatens all the free coun-
tries and, in defending the countries which it wishes to attack,

they contribute to the hiberation of the peoples which it has
already succeeded in conquering,

WE WANT TO EARN THE BREAD WE EAT AND TO
FIGHT AGAINST THE FASCIST AGGRESSORS

A yvoung man in the Bacares camp wrote to the Juventud
de Espana:

“ We are fully aware of the work which you are doing
on our behalf, We want to encourage you to carry on this
work. We do not, and never shall forget all that you are
doing for us. Qur only wish i1s to be able to work, to carn

the bread we cat and to help in the fight against fascist
aggression.”

But the young emigres who are in France and who know that
the country i1s threatened by Hitler express in all the letters
addressed to their paper, Juventud de Espana, their desire to fight
side by side with the youth of France in order to defend the
country which has given them hospitality.

FRIENDSHIP WITH FRANCE

*We will carry on at our posts in the struggle and, if it is
necessary, we shall march side by side with our French brothers
with arms in hand, For we know that, in defending France
trom the clutches of fascism, we are defending our beloved Spain

which 1s to-day stained with blood by the invading hordes of
Germany and Italy.”

We, young Spaniards, who have taken part in the struggle
against fascism in Spain and who have been forced to take refuge
in France, consider this country to be our friend and we are pre-
pared to defend its independence at all times. But we believe
that, in order to keep alive the high anti-fascist morale among
the tens of thousands of young people who are here, it is neces-
sary to carry on the work which you have undertaken, of help-
ing the young people in the concentration camps, with greater
enthusiasm than ¢ver.”

I am very pleased to read vour paper, and I am sure that it
corresponds to the feelings of all young Spaniards in the refugee
and concentration camps who are awaiting the moment when
they can once again cnter the glorious struggle in the ranks of
those who wish to liberate the world from that horrible pest
which is gnawing at it—Fascism.”

After the three-year struggle which they have waged, these
young people know the meaning of Unity. One of them writes:

“ I have read the paper, Juvenrud de Espaia, and 1 feel sure
that it will be the means of directing our activity in France in
support of that great unity which is so necessary to all workers
and about which we can draw such lessons from our experience
of the struggle. For this reason, I can nnlr congratulate you and
wish you success in the continuation of our work for unity
which was begun in our heroic Madrid. There, we gave proof
to the whole world that inlerest in winning the battle against the
enemy can only be shown by using the weapon of Unity, Allow
me to ask you to send, if you can, some books such as a French

mmar—in order to learn the language—an arithmetic book, a
- mpry and some writing paper.”

THE J5.U. CLUBS CONTINUE THEI
IN THE CAMPS. et o

These letters also show how the you people managed
to continue, 1n the camps, the work ::Jf ::u::lin; I'IJ".l.-l:"‘lh'i;'\t:lull'l and

of making them more it to play a decisi i

against Fascism—work whichplwit cmi:t;“:nr?:llll:ﬁt;c:;ﬁgﬁ
Army by the J.S.U. clubs. In hundreds of letters, Juventud de
Esparia receives moving instances of the way in which cultural

and sports activities arc organised in the camps. with e
of equipment and facilities : i R

" Idleness is overcome thanks 1o games of chess. draughts

and dominoes, the study of French lnru we are in a ::m:hnf

Catalans, we try to c{:’}amm general cultural classes chiefly in the
[

Catalan language, have also organised complete teams for

football, basket ball and athletics and, in consequence, we hope
to get good results from our cultural and physical education.

We are stil very short of books, balls, paper, etc.”

" Tens of thousands of comrades are in the same plight as
ourselves. We are (wo young Estremaduran peasants who
crossed the frontier on February 13. We have absolutely no
acquaintances or members of our family in France who might
help to make life a little less monotonous for us than it is at
present. Do not think that we are in despair because of this. On
the contrary, we know how to make the best of a bad job with
a joke on our lips, in common with all young Spaniards who
have done so, no matter how grave the situation.”

_The majority of the young refugees in France were in Cata-
lonia, and therefore did not themselves live through the period of
the Casado betrayal. They understand perfectly, however, the
role played by the traitors who handed Spain over to Fascism, by
Casado, Besteiro, Miaja and their agents who tried to break the
united movement of Spanish youth.

These young people who know what the J.S.U. stood for
all through the war, the help which it brought them at all times
and in the most difficult situations, remain faithful to thar
organisation. Through Juveniud de Espana, they have ex
in their tens of thousands their approval of the J.S.U, and its
general secretary, Santiago Carrillo. But they are not simply
and solcly expressions of support for the J.S.U. They are, at the
same time, magnificent explanations of the significance of the
Casado movement and of the attempts to split the J.S.U.

" We arc wniting to tell you our plight in the camps and,
at the same uime, to tell you what we think of the provocative
work of the encmies of Youth.

We, young Spaniards, underlake before the youth of the
whole world to avenge the blood spilled by the Casado betrayal.
We will avenge the assassination of the best sons of the people.
We will know how to punish those who have sold our country
to the blackest reaction of German and ltalian Fascism.

Comrades, we wish to let you know that there are a number
of individuals who are trying to besmirch and weaken the
glorious Unity of our Youth by insulting our loved and admired
lcader, Santiago Carrillo, by calumnies against our Executive
gnmrll:iucc. and in general against the whole political line of

oulh.

We, young people in the Bacares camp, will not allow any-
body.to destroy the Unity of youth under any pretext.”

Having reprinted these letters, it is unnecessary to make
long commentaries. In spite of the conditions of life, the young

Spanish emigres in France have not lost their fighting spirit,
a{; still a shock unit of world Youth in the fight for peace and
liberty.

We must organise aid in order to help them to stand
up to the present situation and permit them to develop their

work of cultural and political education. This is not only our
duty to those who have fought s0 heroically for thirty-two

months, but is also a practical and effective way of contributing
to the;&cfcm of the free peoples thmtend'?_g Hitler.

—
NOTICB ‘s M1y ool
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Youth o! France

Our Fight for the Improvement of the Soldiers’ Lot

By L. Casteur

THE repeated aggressions of the fascist states against Ethiopia,
* Austria, China, Czechoslovakia, Spain and Albania have
shown the world the bellicosity of Germany, Italy and Japan

The gangster policy pursued by Germany and [taly aims
at encircling FFrance by the Pyrences fronlier, to cut the com-
munications with Northern Africa by occupying the stralegic
points in the Mediterrancan,

These threats, becoming clearer every day, cannot leave
the people and the youth of France indifferent, supremely
interrested as they are in the safeguarding of democracy and,
consequently, in the defence of their country and the peace
of the world.

The Young Communist League, interpreter of the views of
French working class youth, struggles with all its strength {or
the reinforcement of the country’s defences, by demanding a
foreign policy of alliances with the democratic powers against
the aggressor states.

The Young Communist League fights that France may be
strong, that it may have an army capable of defending demo-
cratic liberties, if they are menaced.

A strong France presupposes an army with good morale,
reflecting its republican ideal.

That is why we believe that the Government and the
General Stafl ought to show their concern for the private
soldier, whose material and moral conditions of life must be
one of the foremost considerations of the country.

Unfortunately it is not always so. It is easy to prove, by
quoting scores of letters from soldiers, that in many barracks
they are ill-fed, bullied, and that much remains to be done to
improve their physical and cultwral conditions while in the
army.

The Young Communist League, following its 10th Con-
gress, announced to the youth of France its programme of
action containing appropriate demands for all types of Irench
vouth.

In its programme of action, the Young Communist League
has formulated very precisely the following demands for
soldiers :

(1) respect for the ministerial circular no. 3162 D, known
as the Daladier circular (19th June 1936), addressed to com-
manding officers and requiring them to * place in the forefront
of their consideration the physical and mental well-being of
their troops ™ ;

(2) increase in the food-allowance,
with a sound and abundant diet ;

(3) loan to one franc:
(4) complete freedom of mail ;

(5) forty-five days of lcave plus ten for good behaviour
during the period of military service :

(6) free travelling on leave and effective aid for necessitous
soldiers during their leave ;

(7) increase in the rates of military allowance and simpli-
fication of the methods and conditions of getting it ;

(8) control of canteen prices and systematic replacement
.of these by regimental co-operatives ;

providing the soldiers

o

un
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has served u prison sentence while with the colours has 1o

a corresponding period of extra military service 1o serve
for nme lost, w3

The programme in defence of the soldiers interests is
approved by the majority of them, who are impatiently awaiti
its realisation, :

Tens of thousands of young men of the 1935 class were
recalled to the colours last March, following the measures for
security taken by the government

These young men, who had completed two years active
service 1n Apnl, 1938, were first mobilised in September, 1938
and were then recalled a second time in March, 1939, 3

At the end of their active service period, many of them had
found work, some had married and had contracted debts in
setting up homes ; and yet others had set up as artisans and
small traders. In spite of this, when they were recalled in
March, 1939 for a twenty-one day period, those affected rejoined
their units with discipline and a sense of responsibility,

The sacrifices which they have made for the country’s
defence, and their exceptionally difficult position demand that
extraordinary measures be taken in their favour, ‘

The Young Communist League has been leading a vigorous
f:argl:;afd'- in support of their demands ever since they were
mobilised.

Last month, the government, giving way o popular feeling,
granted free post by decree to all those recalled. But the order-
in-council decreeing its application was not signed and the
mobilised men only receive four stamps a week.

It was as a result of our vigorous campaign
from the government a guarantee of re-employment for the re-
called men, that the decree on the resumption of work contracts
was passed.

This latter is still incomplete, inasmuch as it makes the
re-employment of the men dependent on the good will of the
employers. The law makes the stipulation: * Providing such
resumption (of work) is possible.”

A new decree concerning the rates of soldiers’ pay will
come into operation as from June 15, 1939, '

The payment for soldiers on active service has been raised
from 3.50 francs to 7 francs for inhabitants of the Paris and
Seine departments, and to § francs for those of the other
departments. 22 F.‘g&-{- A

For rescrvists and conscripts, 1t has been raised [
francs to 12 francs for the Paris and Seine departr
francs for towns of more than 5,000 inhabitants and

for other towns, e

The decree grants free return travel facilities to
mobilised men. Necessitous soldiers and reservists, Wil B
granted a second free travel pass. , it has been decided
to grant such facilities to mobilised . who are native

of Corsica and North Africa, and to those natives DL TIRGCS
and Corsica who have been recalled to Nﬂlﬂlr_; frica. ~

o

All these concessions are due to the action which'is beink
led by the Young Communist ' -' IrDAL /AT
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Garde in support of the soldiers and reservists Who Wwere Galied
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realised are the following : still have to he

1. The extension of 1
have been called up.

1 . ® [] [ L]
2. Free rail and road travel facilities for all lcaves.

1 Complete free postal facilities to all men and their
tamialies,

4. {;m\:_ltiun of bullying and other annovances,
3. Special leaves for peasants during the busy seasons for
agriculture.

6. Healthy and plentiful food.

7. The establishment of a system of calling to the colours

which will permit the replacement of the reservists by the call-
ing up of new classes of reserves,

he soldiers pay to all reservists who

N. Real guarantees for the reinstatement in the enterprise.

The soldiers are surprised—and quite rightly—that the
Daladier government has mobilised them in order to assure the
securnity of the country, while this same government does not
pursuc i foreign policy of collective security,

We demand to know for what reasons the U.S.S.R., with
is Red Army and its magnificent air force, is being kept out
of the collective etTort which would bar the way to the aggres-
sor.  What is behind this concealment? That is the question
which every French soldier is asking now ! writes onc of the
soldiers at the Teting camp.

“While evervone is stressing the necessity of collective
cflorts to stop the aggressor, why are certain newspapers
allowed to conduct a campaign calculated to discredit the
U.S.5.R. and to prevent her effective co-operation in construct-

ing a bulwark for peace,” write soldiers of the 9th B.C.A. at
Antibes,

French soldiers, both regulars and reserves, want immediate
co-operation between Great Britain, France and the U.S.S.R.
They Kknow that this is the only way of safeguarding the

securily of the country, of making the aggressors retreat
cvervwhere.

It 1s more important than ever to satisfy the demands of
the mobilised men, in view of the foreign-inspired propaganda
calculated to undermine and sap the morale of the soldiers and
to divide the Army with the aim of playing the game of the
cnemies of France.

In a recent speech to the Central Committee of the French
Communist Party, our comrade Marcel Gitton, vice president
of the Army Commission, revealed the machinations of the
enemics within the Army.

This anti-French propaganda in the barracks must be for-
bidden. The government must take vigorous measures against

the fascists who are carrying on this work of sabotage in the
Army.

The republican spirit must permeate the barracks. It must
be made impossible for Hitler’s admirers to find a place in the
French Army or in any of the grades of the military hicrarchy.

Let not M. Daladier say that he has not the money to satisfy
these demands, for the soldiers know that the government has
recognised the right of any person who acts as intermediary
between it and the small industrialists to get a commission of
2 per cent on all Army orders. This means that a financier

giving contracts for 1,000 million francs will get a commission
of 20 million francs.

The soldiers know that, in the name of National Defence,
the industries engaged on war production are entitled by law to
a profit of 10 per cent. This lcads to fabulous profit-making
as, for example, in the smelting and steelworks of the North
and Lorraine, where the profits increased from 308,000 francs
in 1936 to 30 million francs in 1938,

L
By taxing these scandalous profits, by taxing these profitcers
from National Defence who intend to fleece the French people
as in the last war, M. Daladier will casily be able to find the

pecessary to satisfy the legitimate demands of the French
money ry

Third Congress of Lea of
Girls of France B R

By Daniclle Casanova

FIPHE third congress of the League of Y .

l was held on the May 20, Ilgand Hﬁﬂun(gn? I::u;i:dﬂ::;:
hundred _:md five delegates representing 55 French districts, were
present, among them 98 school-girls, 208 without occupation
270 workers, 178 dress-makers, and 354 em oyees aged h[‘ﬂr;
16 and 20. 1t must be emphasised that only the enormous pro-
paganda cffort, made by all the League's members, made it
possible to hold such u congress With money collected from the
workers of our country by the sale of badges, by the organisa-
tion of dunt{H and fetes, I_hc dcl:ptcu were able 1o pay their
farcs to Paris, and by paying a representation fec to the con-
gress, they permitted the national committee 10 make excellent
arrangements for their stay and for the recreations enjoyed dur-
ing these three days of good fellowship.

The congress opened on Saturday cvening at the Buffalo
Stadium, Paris, before an audience of more than 30.00 persons.
Young girls had come by the thousands, in groups or with their
reiatives, to hear the General Secretary of the French Commu-
nist Party, Comrade Maurice Thorez, and to show him not only
their deep admiration, but also their gratitude for all the Com-
munist Party’s campaigns for the improvement in the workers’
conditions, for liberty, for peace, for all its struggles for a radi-
;[:nt future, in Sociulism, after the example of the great Soviet

'nion.

The endless applause which hailed the reading of 2 telegram
from Sovict girls, and the name of Stalin, the great defender of
peace, showed their clear understanding of the grave problems
of the present time, the fascist peril and the threats of war.

The pilgrimage to the Peére-Lachaise cemetery, where the
heroes of the Paris Commune were shot, was, for the thousands
of pirls who took part, a great and moving lesson in the history
of our people. In this vear of the 150th anmversary of the great
FFrench Revolution, our homage goes out, at the same time as (©
Louise Michel and her fellow-militants, 1o those women whose
bravery impelled the correspondent of an English newspaper
0 wrile : ~.

“If the French nation were composcd entirely of
women, it would be a formidable nation.”

to those who, in 1789 and 1793 were among those who took the
Bastille and won the battle of Valmy, and also to Jeanne
Hachette, to Joan of Arc, all girls and women of France, of
whom the historian Michelet has said ** Our women bear sons
brave as themsclves.” The Young Girls of France will know
how to remain faithful to such a noble example. are
ready for the greatest sacrifices to save their country from fascist
barbarity, to defend the integrity of our national territory. Feel-
ings as exalted as these deserve something better than a certain
decision taken at the Socialist Congress of Nantes, forbidding
girl members of the Socialist Party to belong to our organisa-
tion. =

The League of Young Girls of France is a firm and militant
organisation. It has known how to adapt its programme of
action to the needs and aspirations of ers. In
simple, human language, we said to them: “ We understand
your sufferings, because we share them: we understand your
dreams, they are ours.” j

Girls’ t:{rcams translate their confidence in the future, and
these dreams are naturally obstinate, because they express their
desire to live.

Lenin wrote, on the subject of dreams @

“If man were deprived of the faculty of dreaming, if
he could not sometimes run ahead and in his imagination
contemplate the completion of work which is scarcely be-
ginning to form beneath his hands, how could he undertake
and sumfullr achicve their distant ends, the enervating
fatigue of his labours? Let us dream, but on condition
that we believe seriously in our n, that we examine
real life attentively, that we confront our observation with'
e Al R o odhie
to transform into ny ‘ ol
That is what the Young Girls of France have

in teaching their sisters the need for struggle.
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United Front and Youth

Conference of European Young Communist Leagues

N June 12 and 13 there met in Paris, under the chairmanship
: of Maurice Thorez, a conference of the sccretaries of the
Young Communist Leagues of Europe.
~ The comrades of the following countries were represented :
France, Great Britain, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Czechoslo-
vakia, Switzerland, ltaly, Austnia and Germany. The Young
Communist League of the United States was also represented.
The Dutch Federation of Youth —an organisation sympathetic
1o the Y.C.L.-sent two delegates, The Belgian Communist Party
sent the member of its Central Commitice who is in charge of
work among the vouth.

~The Unitied Socialist Youth of Spain, which has always
mamtaned fraternal relations with the Y.C.I. sent to the con-
ference four dJelegates among them being Comrade Santiago
Cariilo, the general secretary, whom the conference greeted with
an ovation,

The first session was opened by Comrade Maurice Thore:
who, after having welcomed the delegates, described the existing
situation and stressed the fact that fascism is not a4 sign of the
strength but of the weakness of capitalism. He called upon all
the forces of the Y.C.l. to work for unity of action and to
strengthen the Marxist-Leninist education of youth.

Comrade . Cogniotr then delivered an address on the book,
the History of the C.PS.U. and emphasised the neccessity of
raising the ideological level of the adherents to the Young Com-
munist International. This address, brlliant in its scope and
simplicity, was followed with great attention by the delegates

Letter Addressed to the Young Socialist International

Paris, June 13, 1939

DEAR COMRADES, ~The scrious situation which threatens
the pcoples of the whole world i1s becoming aggravated.
Hitler, the hangmuan of the German Youth, after having des-
troved the liberty and freedom of Austria, Spain, Czechoslovakia
and Memel, is preparing for aggression against Danzig and
Poland, against Denmark and the Baltic States. The situation 1s
rapidly moving tlowards a war involving the entire world.

Every person and all free peoples are in danger. This
danger 1s becoming more acute as a result of the policy pursued
up to now by the British and French Governments, a policy of
compromise with fascism and resistance to the formation of the
Peace Front with the Soviet Union.

Al a time when the guns are already thundering, when the
acroplanes are dropping explosive and gas bombs upon the terri-
fied population, when the prisons and concentration camps in
Spain, Czechoslovakia and Austria resound with the crics of those
condemned to death and the groans of the prisoners, when the
peoples of these countries, in spite of the fascist terror, continue
their struggle against fascist domination—at such a time it is
impossible for the young workers of the world, for the young
revolutionaries of all countries, for the young Socialists, not 10

act juinll}' with their young Communist brothers against Hitler-
ism and fascism,

We, leaders of the Young Communist International,
we, leaders of the Young Communist Leagues of European
countrics, convinced that fascism can be defcated, call
upon you lu:hn; cuml}adu!uf t?n };uun% Socinlis} lnt:rsaliunul
1 propose to you unity of action in order to safeguard peace,
Mo defend the liberties and rights of the Youth, to come to rfa aid
©f the refugees, the victims of reaction and fascism, to stop the
grror in Spain, Czechoslovakia and Austria,

*In order to arrive at a decision regarding the activity to be
aiducied jointly, we propose (0 arrange as quickly as possible
belween a - tion of the Young Socialist Inter-
1a delegation of the Young Communist International.
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who expressed in their warm applause their satisfaction and
gratitude.

The conference then listened to a report by Comrade
mond Guyot, general secretary of the Yt;’t?n: gnmmuniu 15‘:_
natiopal, on the international united front of the youth, with
the object of realising: '

" Joint action to save peace, 1o preserve the liberties and
rights of the youth, to come to the aid of all refugees, vic-
tims of reaction and fascism, to stop the terror n Spain,

Czechoslovakia and Austria.” J

Following on this fine assembly, throughout which a deep.
sense of fraternity in the struggle and the highest internati |
spirit prevailed, the Young Communist Leagues will develop, on'
the basis of the study of the History of the C.PS.U., their work
for the Murxist-Leninist education of the youth, and their activi-
ties on behalf of the international united front of the youth, thug
enthusiastically contributing their share towards the realisation
of world unity of the working class. :

The conference unanimously approved the following two
documents: "

I. A letter to all Young Communists concerning the study
and distribution of the History of the C.PS.U. |

2. A letter 1o the Young Socialist International proposing
joint action and suggesting a meeting, of representatives of the
two internationals, ;

The conference dispersed after the delegates had affirmed
their confidence in a decisive victory over fascism under the
leadership of Stalin and the Communist International.

Sl g o
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We believe that in view of the gravity of the inter-
national situation our proposal will be favourably received by
vou. Divided we are weak, but acting in common our two Infer-
nationals of the Youth would constitute a formidable force.

The voung workers, roused to enthusiasm and inspired by
our joint action, would close their ranks round the working
class of the world, among whom there is growing !
of the necessity of calling an International Conference of the
working class. s

-
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Whilst leaving to our national sections a free hand i decdin
on the character and the forms of joint action in each ntry.
we propose that the Young Socialist International and the Young
Communist International issue a joint apmllaaﬁm r, 1
the formation of a Peace Front with the iet U and 1I¢
the support of the peoples of Spain, Czechoslo
that our two Internationals conduct a camps on thess
tions in the capitals of the chief countrics of Europe; Al e
ings be organised, to be addressed by speakers from e
Internationals. We shall, of cou uifullym '
proposal regarding joint actions which you may SUggesi i0 &

~ In these dramatic times one thought is uppérmos
mind: victory over fascism. It is in order to achieve Ui
tory that we raise the slogan: Long live unity of action Detws
the Young Socialist International and the Young COmS
International! { : J-
Our delegation is at your disposal from In%f- v on.
With fraternal Communist greoting

Raymond Guyor (France), Gener

"
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Santiago Carillo : Letter to His Father

“FROM NOW ON YOU STAND ON THE OTHE -
) rtaaaes L . OTHER SIDE
OF THE BARRICADI! ™

_ ”“'_JW cretary of the Federation of the United Soc faefisg
'.-_-.Jmh of Spain, Santiago Carille ), has addressed to his father
Venceslao Carillo, who took part in the Casado putsch which
F{'I{JJ'{I"{I in the victory of fascism in the countey and is now
residing in London, a letter in which he informs him that
frir doex not want 1o have any relations with him. We quote
the followine passaces from this letter -

En order to carry out your surrender vou have deceived the
Opie by pronusing it peace, vou promised it that there would
be no reprisals, that national independence and the achievements
of the peope would be safeguarded

But instead, what have you given to the people?

The war in the trenches is at an end, but in its place a wave
af persecutions has set in causing many more losses in the ranks
of the working class and of the anti-fascists than the con-
dnuanion ol resistance would have cost.  There is not a single
anli-tasaist tamuly in which 2 son, father or brother is not cither
dead or imprisoned; all these people would be alive and free
to-day. it yvou had not carried out this shameful betrayal.

The social achievements of the workers hive been abolished
by the draconic measures of the fascist authorities: the land
aiven by the People’s Front to the peasuants has been restored
1o the big landowners,

ltalians, Germans and Moors are to-day the masters of our
country, which the fuscist Powers wish to colonise.

Your whole gang clearly realised that, in order to deliver
such heroie people as the Spanish into the hands of Franco it was
necessary betore all to disarm and diseredit the Communists.
And all of you, Casado, Besteiro, Miaja, Mera and vourself,
you began 1o throw mud at our Party and our beloved leaders
through the press of the cowardly capitulators and fascists. You
insulted Pastonaria, the woman in whom all Spaniards see the
sy mbol of their struggle for freedom. You searched for her like
wolves in order to arrost her and deliver her over to Franco. You
likewise slandered Pepe Diaz, the beloved leader of the Com-
munists and of the Spanish workers, of whom he was the leader
during the dithicult struggles of the last few years, whose leader
he remains now when they are under alien rule and whom he
will Icad to wvictory. You are persecuting Jesus Hernandez,
Modesto, Lister, all of whom you want to shoot.

In order to save Franco the trouble of searching for them,
yvou put such brave revolutionaries as Giron, Cazorla and Mcson
into prison: you murdered Barcelo, Conesa, and dozens of tried
and tested revolutionaries and mulitants,

Taught by this painful experience, the Spanish people have
realised that behind the slogan: * fight against Communism *
there is concealed preparation for the savage rule of fascism. And
the Sociahist workers who once believed in the honesty of the
so-culled Left leaders hke Largo Caballero, your chiel adviser
and leader, realise to-day that this Trotskyist spirit of Largo
Cuaballero, Araquistain, Baraibar, Zancajo and company, these
agents of fascism, leads preciscly to the path of the pro-fascist
Besteiro.,

All of you, the onc like the others, the Caballero-Trotskyists
the friends of Besteiro, the followers of the F.A.L. and the other
accomplices, all of you are the enemies of the working class
and nlpthc People's Front. During the 32 months of struggle
you have tried with all the means at your disposal to provoke
splits within the U.G.T. and the United Socialist Youth in order
to break the unity of the people; and even abroad you continue
your disgraceful work.

But you will not succeed. In the light of our experience, the
Socialist workers, whom vou betrayed, understand more clearly
than ever before the need for unity with the Communist Party; all
the youth, all the workers understand the necessity for maintain-
ing the unity of the U.G.T. (trade union movement) and the
United Socialist Youth at all costs.

And the masses of the people, who have seen that it was
necessary for you to break the Popular Front in order to realise
your. treason, understand better than ever that the Popular Front,
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free of the weight of the traitors who sa

which will put an end 1o the rule of fasc
s 1o victory, '

botaged it, is the arm
ISm in Spain and lead

Popular unity, forged against th trai
‘ . ; Aaganst the traitors a
against the invaders and Franco, is absolutel e

Communist Party will struggle for it at
as alwavs,

~ So far as 1 am concerned, | am a
Commumist Party of Spain and of the glorious Communist Inter-
national. T should like to remind you that every day I am
prouder of my Party, which has understood how to struggle
against the invaders, has been an example of heroism and <elf.
sacrifice, and which under the difficult conditions of illegality has
not lowered its 1lag but on the contrary continues 1o wage its
battle agamnst fascism with strength and courage, -

I also admire more and more the Soviet Union and Stalin
hated and slandered by you, precisely because they aided Spain
constantly throughout the struggle. The hatred which you and
your Caballero-Trotskyist band show towards the Communist
Party of Spain, the Soviet Union and our great Stalin is one more

prool of the formidable role they plaved in the strugele of th
Spanish people for its freedom. ) ggl e

r the struggle
¥ necessary, and the
the head of the people

faithful militant of the

When you asked to be put in touch with me you forgot that
L am o Commumst and you a man who has betrayed his class,
sold his people, “There can exist no relationships between a Com-
munist and i trattor, You are on the other side of the barricades,

By your treason the Spanish Republic has been conquered.
But the struggle 1s not ended. Through the efforts of the people
Franco will 1all: the workers and the peasants, united with all
democrats, headed by the Communist Party, will restore the
people’s Republic anew, but they will never, neither under
the domination of the lascists nor after their victory, forget vour
ignoble treason,

The Brussels Federation Continues the
Traditions of the Young Socialist Guard

The Brussels Federation of the Young Socialist Guards,
which met in extraordinary congress in Brussels on June 8
—after the congress of Mouscron which the partisans of
Spaak converted into a congress of division—has sent us the
following appeal, addressed to the youth of Flanders and
the Walloon country. ia

TNDER the influence of Spaak, who was instructed by the
executive of the Belgian Labour Party to *examine ™ the
question of the vouth, the congress of the Young Socialist Guard
at Mouscron has entered upon the path of the division of the anti-
fascist forces of the vouth, the path leading to the destruction
of the movement of the Y.5.G.

The majority of the national committee of the Y.S5.G. has
enforced measures of expulsion against 10 leaders of the Brussels
Federation of the Y.S.G. 1

These splitting measures do not only affect the 10 militants;
they affeet the entire Brussels Federation; they aflect all the
organisations of the Y.S.G.; they affect all those who wish to
remain loyal to the unitary decisions of the co of the move-
ment, all those who, like the Brussels Federation, wish lo con-
tinue the strugele for Socialism.

DOWN WITH THE DISRUPTERS!

The Y.S.G. has gained the sympathy of the workers of the
country, of the 600,000 affiliated members of our Belgian Labour
Party, by carrying on an uncompromising fight for the principles
of Sncinﬁsm and by denouncing the policy of collaboration with
the worst encmics of the working class and of the youth: and by
placing in the pillory those who have betra the cause of
Republican Spain, those who have committed the base treachery
of recognising the infamous murderers of Burgos. :

To-day the national-socialists following Spaak intend to vio-
late the decisions of the last congress of the Labour Party by
recommending the nefarious policy of collaboration with the men
of the banks and the trusts. In order to realise their plans, they
have to break all determination to struggle for Socialism,
wish to fetter the working-class movement and its youth, in order
to bring about yet more capitulation. - .
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They have split the organisations of Socialist students. Now
they are condemning the movement of the Y.S.G. They con-
demn all Socialists who desire 1o defend the great Soviet Umon,
all Socialists who wish to defend peace and hberty in fraternal
co-operation with all who love this peace and this hiberty.

THE MOUSCRON CONGRESS WAS NOT A YS G
CONGRESS

In order to carry out the wishes of Spaxk and his followers,
the Mouscron congress has brutally violated internal democracy,
the statutes and decisions of the movement, The Mouscron con-
gress is not a congress of the Y.8.G. It is a congress of division.
The decisions of this congress were extorted from i, To recog-
nise them as sovercign would be to betray the cause of youth
and of Socialism.

JODEFROY, IN SPAAK'S SERVICE, 1S ORGANISING
THE SPLITTING OF THE Y.S.G. MOVEMENT
Violating the clementary democratic rights of the members
and splitting the Y.S.G. movement, Godefroy —working in
Spaak’s service —has acted against the interests of the youth.
Godefroy, and all those who follow him along the path of dis-
ruption, have ceased to be real representatives of the Y.S.0.
movement. The National Federation of the Y.S.G., of which
they are still at the head, no lonzer represents the Young Socialist
Guard oreanisations which were ereated with <o much tol during
Jecades by the revolutionary youth of our working class,

WE SHALL CONTINUF THE TRADITIONS OF THE Y .5.0G.

Under these circumstances. the extraordinary congress of the
Brussels federation of the Y.S.G. considers it to be its duly to
continue the traditions of revolutionary strueele of the Y.S.G.
and 1o undcriake the task of continuing the labours of the Y.5.G.,
a fehting anti-fascist mass oreganisation of the toiling vouth.

We wish to make of the Y.5.G. a genuine anti-fascist organi-
cation, uniting the working-class vouth and based upon the prin-
ciple of the widest internal democracy.

The doors of our Y.S.G. organisations arc open to all young
people who wish to fieht against fascism, on behalf of peace
and the richts and demands of the vouth, Only fascists and
Trotskvist traitors will find no plice in our ranks,

Our Y.S.G. organisations will lovally serve the interests of
the working class, They will make every effort to maintain the
best relations with the organisations of the Belgian Labour Party,
the trade unions and the Communist Party,

YOUNG GUARDS, SOCIALIST WORKERS! PROCLATM
WITH US YOUR WILL TO UNITY!

We wish to return to a National Federation of Young
Socialist Guards which will no longer deny the very traditions
and the united struggle of the movement. We shall do our ut-
most to get the Y.5.G. organisations of the different districts to
meet and unite on the basis of the struggle for unity, and for
Socialism.

Young Socialist Guards throughout the counitry, unite with
us! Proclaim with us your desire for unity. Do not allow your
organisations to fall into the hands of the capitulators!

Workers, members of the Belgian Labour Partv. our struggle
1s your struggle, The Y.S5.G. are fighting for working-class unity
—vyour unity, Raise your voices in your organisations! Prevent
this crime they wish to commit by dividing our strength!
Vigorously defend your organisations of the Socialist Youth!

YOUTH. CLOSE UP THE RANKS!

Reaction is threatening the social reforms we have gained. It
would like to rob us of our holidays with pay and all the scanty
:‘lﬁ}'tt'i and liberties that have been won by the strugele of the
oilers.

Hitler threatens to invade our country's territory.
future is at stake during these hours of stress.
gether to save ourselves!

Rally to our ranks! Join our organisations for the defence
of your rights, of liberty and democracy! Let us unite all our
forces to defeat reaction and fascism!

The Extraordinary Congress of the Brussels

Federation of the Young Socialist Guards.
Brussels, June 8, 1939,

Our
Let us act to-

e
The Capitulators of the Second

International Split the Labour Youth

Movement
By Michal Wolf
rl*"uHF. working class and the pecople of many countries found,
and sti!ll find, 1in the youth an enthusiastic and
helper in their fight against fascism, particularly in those countries
where the unity of the youth was cstablished and where the
vouth had entered on the path of common struggle.

The unity of the working class youth organisations and thej;
common struggle against fascism has alwavs been a thomn in the
flesh of the reactionary leaders of the Second International.

They attempted to split the glorious organisation of the
working class and toiling youth of Spain, the United ial;
Youth League. The splitters were expelled from the ranks of the
United Socialist Youth League of Spain which continued i
heroic strugzle against the fascist dictator Franco with the utmos
enthusiasm.

The splitters of the working class movement in the Second
International believe that they will achieve in Belgium and Greag
Britain what they could not achieve in Spain.

In contra-distinction to the policy of the Labour Party the
British Labour League of Youth has conducted 2 policy of uns
and collaboration with the other organisations of the worki
class youth and with all youth organisations which stand for a
policy of resistance against the fascist aggressors and for the
defence of the interests of the British people. Thanks to this
policy the Labour League of Youth has become one of the best
fichting organisations of the British working class yourh, 1t pla
a great part in the creation in Britain of a powerful anti-fasgst
democratic youth movement.

The League of Youth participated jointly with the other
vouth organisations of Britain in the struggle for the establish-
ment of a povernment of resistance to fascist aggression.

Together with other youth organisations, the League of
Youth plaved its part in developing a broad movement for the
economic and political rights of the vouth.

To the leadership of the Labour Party this activity of
the League of Youth seems to be *very suspicious”™ and
“dangerous.”  In consequence it decreed an investication. A
Mr. John Huddlestone wias entrusted with the conduct of this
imvestigation. He elaborated a detailed memorandum co i
the " dangerous work ™ of the League of Youth without even
consulting with 1ts leadership, and submitted this to the leader-
ship of the Labour Party. The leadership of the Labour Party in
its turn without anv consultation with the leadership of the
League of Youth, deposed the Jeadership on the basis of this
document.

The main argument of Mr. Huddlestone is that the League
of Youth occupied itself with questions * which do nor fall
within its sphere of activity.” From this one can see that in the
opinion of the capitulators in the leadership of the Labour

Party the following tasks are not appropriate to a working-class
vouth organisation:

The fight against fascism and reaction and for the
cstablishment of a government of resistance; 5
The fight for the defence of Britain against the danger
%f:n;ci;l ?ggrﬁtinn: ol oelne L vl
¢ fight for the economic itical rnights youth
of Britain; The fight for the unﬁ of the youth of Britain.

The leadership of the Labour Party declared that only the
Party should occupy itself with politics and denies all rights to
the youth to develop political activity. | KL M

The aim pursued by the Labour Party is fo liquidate the
League of Youth as a militant anti-fascist Orgamisanon.  SUSy
categorically forbid the League of Youth to conGuieci &Il SS=
fascist policy and demand lgrnm it that it sho gve Up T
struggle for the unification of the th of Bnt "-.EL.-_,_;.:-{—,' e
action. They want to fransform the League of YOuIR iRk
reformist organisation, hostile to unity ana 00! LY COMpEes
passive. | :

The League of Youth, hc -
for the defence of its anti-fascist policy and
The great majority of the members of the L

']
'*.._.,-'I o
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crganpational strugele against and not of capitulation to
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Ivmediately  after its  deposition  the leadership of the
| capue of Youth published 4 declaration in which they showed
hat the League of Youth is not prepared to stand aside from
he anti-faseist straggle. The firm and unanimous struggle of the
Perrue of Youth tor ats independence shows that it will continue

o reintain in the toremost ranks gf the anti-fascist light of the
British vouth

The labour League of Youth has always  declared
ot b wanis 1o be the best helper of the British Labour Move-
ment Itwill be able suceesstully to continue its role as the
hest helper of the Labour Movement in the great struggles that

& head UI'I-I'!I; (P oremains triie o the pﬂ.’ﬁ v H'h‘f{‘h it has con-
red up to the present.

[ L] - L L ]

e leadership ot the Belgran Labour Party, headed by the
sroctasanst Spaek, conducts a similar brutal struggle against the
sovadint Young Guards of Belgium,

i December, 19306, the Socialist Young Guards united with
- Younyg Communist League and had every possibility of be-
comne wgreat anti-fascist mass organisation of the Belgian
vorhmg class and tothng vouth, The unification of the Socialist
Young Guards with the Young Communist League provided
s example of the possibilities of umity between the Socialist
=d Communist workers of Belgium.  The Socialist Young
Crands bezan to fight not only for the unification of the work-
12 vouth but also of the working class and came forward boldly
volliboration between the Belgian Labour Party and the
Communist Party.

I'his courageous struggle of the Socialist Young Guards

the umity of the working class was welcomed by broad
wections of working-class opinton in Belgium. The reception
saven by the reactionaries in the leadership of the Belgian
Labour Party was quuie different. They began a systematic
crutal struggle against the United Socialist Younge Guards and
mjected mto its ranks the spirit of fratricidal struggle between
the Communists and the members of the Belgian Labour Party.,
lhev placed before the Socialist Young Guards, with the in-
ention of spliting 1t, the provocative demands; expulsion of the
Communists from the leadership, no member of the Communist
Party may be 0 member of the Socialist Young Guards.

The Young Communists and the Communist Party of Bel-
zum exposed the provocative character and harmfulness of the
demands. However, in order to preserve the unity of the Socialist
Young Guards, the Young Communists, on the proposal of the
Communist Party, resigned from all lecading positions. The
Young Communists who were members of the Socialist Young
Guards resigned their membership of the Communist Party 1n
order to be in a position to develop a fruitful, revolutionary,
anti-fascist activity corresponding to the interests of the working
class. Thanks o this policy of unity, the Young Communists and
the Communist Party at the end of 1936 preserved the unity of
the Socialist Young Guards of Belgium. Nevertheless, the
Socialist Young Guards were subjected to constant chicanery
from the leadership of the Belgian Labour Party, and even
inancial support was withdrawn, Its development was thereby
not only hindered, but a part of its membership was lost. Despite
this chicanery, however, the Socialist Young Guards courageously
continued their struggle for the support of the Spanish Republic,
Side by side with Vandervelde, and the best part of the Belgian
Labour Party, they conducted a courageous struggle against the
pro-fascist policy of Spaak.

After the Spaak clique obtained control of the leadership of
the Belgian Labour Party, Spaak made up his mind to clean up
the Socialist Young Guards. The results of the parliamentary
¢lections in which, owing to the Spaak policy, the Belgian Labour
Party lost votes, seemed to him to provide a good opportunity.

Al the same time this clique began also to_speak of the
necessity of * helping the youth ™ and * the reorganisation ™ of the
lalist Young Guards. The nature of this reorganisation and
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the help for the Socialist You ;
following facts: — 15 Gnards may be Judged from the
The Brussels leadership of th i :

to withdraw  its P-'ltmn:lgf e ic:l:?;ilﬁa'bnm Party decided
Fhey excluded the Socialisy
.‘;r'l rien of the Labour Party.
through a split in the United Sociali
Brussels by engincering the w“haﬂr;xafrudm
students from this organisation and
student organisation with the help of this gr -

gl SNIR oup. :
together this orgamsiation,™ lhcy m‘.f it Em};::l:}f‘b:"f#é

otheial organisation of the Belgian Labour Party, and in this way

cxcluded the majority of the stu i
; ] student org
gian Labour Party, ramsartions from the Bel-

~Disquiet and indignation were aroused
Socialist Young Guard and the united Soci
ton agamst this hostile splitting polic
voncocted a second manmuvre, and unf

Communism. ™ We fight against the Communists nl
the Socislist Young Guards.” Because of hi:nﬂnn;pauﬁ:::;:
among the youth, Spaak himself remains in the background and
u.l‘:':da Godefroid, l.hl'.' enemy of the Communists, into the battle
Lnder the mask of anti-=Communism, he and Godefroid strive to
hiquidate the Socialist Young Guard as a militant anti-fascisy
organisation of the Belgian working class and toiling vourth.

The meeting of the National Committee of the Socialist
Young Guards on April 30 conducted its business under lre-
mendous pressure from Spaak. He demanded the breaking up
of onc of the best and most militant sections of the Socialist
Young Guard of Belgium—the Brussels section. Under this
pressure the majority of the National Committee of the Socialist

Young Guard decided upon the dissolution of the Brussels
section and the dismissal of its leadership.

However, Spaak will not succeed in killing the anti-fascist,
revolutionary spirit inside the Socialist Young Guard.

The examples of Britain and Belgium show that the capi-
tulationists in the Second International are beginning a brutal
struggle against the anti-fascist working class youth movement.
They have begun to split and to destroy this movement. Where-
c¢ver the working vouth begin 1o work together and to forge
their unity in order the better to fight against their deadly enemy
fascism, these capitulationists show themselves and do c}'cr}'thmg
possible once again to inject in the ranks of the working youth
a spirit of animosity and factional struggle.

There can be no doubt but that both the Belgian and the
Britisk working class youth organisations will show that they
know how to preserve their unity and to continue with stll
greater enthusiasm and activity their work for the unification of
the forces of the working youth against fascism.

I organisation of
of a small group of
establishing an insignificant

in the members of the
alist Student Organisa-

of Spaak. Spaak then
olded the banner of anti-

PRIME MINISTER GREETS YOUTH CONGRESS
Toronto, June 15.

The Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Mackrn:l‘rr King, has
sent a message of greeting to the Fourth Canada Youth Con-
grees, which is to open here on July 1. . _

“The Congress will permit the discussion of numerous in-
ternal and international problems which directly influence young
Canadians,” he declared. * It is an excellent opportunity.

Work of the Congress will itself constitute an example, con-
tinued the Prime Minister, and establish the method of arriving
at the best results. _

Prime¢ Minister of Ontario (the Honourable Michael Hep-
burn), the Hon. R. J. Manion (head of the Conservative Party),
P. M. Draper (President of the Canadian T.U.C.), Mrs. Agn:.-:
Lugsdin (President of the National Council of the Young Girls
Christian Union) have also sent messages wclcoming the
occasion. ! ;

“ My best wishes,” writes the President of Canada’s League
of Nations Union, Scnator Gairine Wilson. * The interest of
youth and their desire to study lﬁuhlm affairs constitutes a precious
encouragement and will be of the greatest value to Canada.

From Britain, Lord Cecil has sent g and M. Edouard
Herriot, President of the French Chamber of Deputies, has seat
one from France.
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.__F rom the Two Hemr'spherﬂs

At the World’s Fair

By Joseph Starobin (New York)

HDgE _""'h_ﬂ have sponsored the International Exhibition in
Nat: o York are not particularly interested in the Ninth
vational Congress of the Young Communist League.  But the
Communist Youth, and all the delegates to its Congress which
was held from May 11 to May 15, have manifested u certain
interest in d_m:u'n:ring just what is this International Exhibition,
of what it is composed and what it has 1o say.

Even if Mr, Grover Whalen is not interested in what 15 the
most progressive in American youth life, it is no less certain
that the youth is definitely interested in whatever there may be
of progressiveness in Mr. Whalen. One of the " slogans ™ of
the World's Fair is also our own, and we may ¢ven have some
better ones.  Because we are not satisfied with praising the
construction of *the world of to-morrow " : we are convinced
that the world of to-morrow can only be born of the ™ trans-
formation of the world of to-day.”

In all justice be it smd that & magmiticent job has been
accomplished in New York's great international exlubiion on
the slimy shores of Flushing Bay. What was once o wretched
waste, covered with garbage, old iron and junk of 4l Kinds, has
been transformed 1nto a vast paanorama ol | MK acres.

The World's Fair is marked by a real magmilicence ol
space, and bears wiltness to a ferule imagmation,

Nearly seven million cubic metres of carth had to be
brought here. An entire bay has been dredeed to accommodate
steamers and vachts. Ten thousand trees were planted: 5004
benches have been set up which at night are illuminated by
invisible lamps.  Gas mains, sewerage drians, electric cables,
cight converters of 60 tons cach—suflicient to illuminate the
city of Baltimore—all this has been installed on the World's
Fair grounds. Admissions are expected to be 250,000 per day,
with 1,000,000 on Sundays and holidays, There are two car-
parks, capable of accommodating 35000 cars.  While all the
subway lines have made extensions to the exhibition grounds,
they are also building a bridge to shorten the distance, coming
from New England; and an entirely new tunnel will facilitate
the traflic out of Manhattan Island.

Within this impressive framework is displayed the spirit
of America: a long series of historical exhibitions, a rich array
of the scientific and technical marvels which are the basis of
our astonishing industrial development  All this has been in-
telligently combined with artistic treatment in which light,
colour and sound all play a parl

IN CELEBRATION OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

The exhibition commemorates the 150th anniversary of the
clection to the presidency of the United States of George
Washington. A gigantic statuc of Washington, about 60 feet
high, rises opposite a reproduction of the old federal building
in which the first president entered upon his office,

At the end of the central avenue one can see, above o
staging of red, white and blue, the image of the Four Liberties:
liberty of speech, press, assembly and religion.  Sculptured
figures of famous personalities of American regional folklore—-
such as Paul Bunyan, the legendary lumber-jack, and Johnny
Appleseed, the fabulous preacher, are to stand amidst a décor
of fountains and waterfalls Almost all the states of the Union

5: to be represented herc, cach pavilion reflecting the local
= tics, history and chicf industries of cach state, to-
with any colonial influences, British, French or Spanish.

_this manner, the visitor will be aided to understand the old
from which were born the United States.

B A cacret building of the whole exhibition obviously is

the trylon and perisphere. The first consists of 4 majestic tower
with three sides and 50 floors. The second is a spherical con.
Jtruction within which magic carpets transport the visitors to
4 miniature of the city of tomorrow, of which they will hear
the sounds and sce the sights. The globe is supported by eight
oteel columns which are concealed by the prismatc colounng
nrojected by artificial fountains.

HITLER WAS INVITED TO BUILD A CHAMBER OF
HORRORS

Over 60 nations are represented in the international section.
As regards the fascist powers, Nuzi Germany had to abandon
the idea of a pavilion, without following the famous proposal
of Mr. La Guardia, mavor of New York, that they construct
4 Chamber of Horrors. Naly and Japun have used the theme
of * friendship ™ for the construction of their pavilions. 1In
truth, they have been so ™ friendly ™ that Republican Spam, for
instance. will not be represented at the World's Fair, having
been too occupied in highting against Italian * friendship.”

And the uncompleted pavilion of the Czechoslovakian
democracy will be an embarrassing witness to the uncompleted
task of the League of Nations whose building. which has cost
75 000 dollars. will stand opposite the Pavilion of Peace.

The pavilion of the USSR, —like that which, two years
apo. made so strong an impression on the French public at the
International Exhibition at Paris—deserves particular notice.
On top of its central tower rises a great steel statue holding
aloft an illuminated five-pointed Soviet star which serves as a
beacon for aircraft. Thus the Soviet pavilion, which is semi-
circular in form. is the highest building in the exhibition, sur-
passing even the trvlon and penisphere.

In one wing of the Soviet pavilion, which overhangs the
lagoon, there will be a terrace restaurant, with a saloon and a
bar. Russian, Ukrainian and Caucasian chefs have been
brought over to work in this restaurant, Another wing will con-
tain a cinema theatre. Along the length of the principal section,
which is built of Soviet marble in seven different colours, runs
4 special construction representing Soviet  Arctic cxploration.
with the tent and scientific equipment of the Papanin eﬁnd:l'
ion,  Opposite this, one may sce the airplane on which Valery
Chkalov, recently deceased, made his famous flight to the United
States by way of the North Pole.

Another feature of the Soviet pavilion is a full-sized section
of the Moscow Metro. Nor should we forget the exhibits of the
arts and crafts, paintings, sculpture, embroidery, popular arts,
wood engravings, textiles, characteristic of the world to-day of
these citizens of the first Socialist country—citizens who have
already tasted of the world of tomorrow. : ¢

 There are, of course, certain disquieting features in this
international exhibition. No one can be enthusiastic with
to Mr, Grover Whalen's partial attitude towards

d

Nothing has been said cither of the financial conduct and sup-
port of the exhibition, the terms under which the site wa:
granted, the political combinations, the huge sales, the com-

mercial character of the whole enterprise, But, in estimal
its correct value that which the exhibition has g
ublic, one will have to reply to such questior
.ind of world have we built? What kind of worlk
cngaged in building? What kind of world shou
tl; the millions of visitors to the ﬂh&ﬁﬂm inc
these questions are suggestive, { '
of 1939 will have achieved a result wk
hardly have foreseen. A S
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An Enquiry into Youth Conditions
in Great Britain

l"_l"lll' cvidence presented to the recent National Hearing into
youth condittons raises some very urgent problems lor vouth
before the trade unions in Great Britain, .

I'he position of youth in the main expanding and contracting
industries s shown by the tollowing figures. The mamn contract-
ing industries are coal-nunming (1,176,650 June 1923, 1o 699,080
in June 19373, cotton (430,240 in June 1923, to 366,110 in June
1937), woollens and worsted (240,410 i June 1923, 10 202.930 in
June 1937 In the coal mdustry the number of youth employed
has fallen more rapidly than the number of adult miners em-
ploved. In the textile industry the proportion of voung labour
under 18 1as a pereentage of operatives employved) has fallen from
7.9 percentin 1912 1o 3.9 per cent in 1933 for boys and from 14.8
per cent in 1912 to 9.6 per cent in 1933 for girls. The same is true
of the Woollen and Worsted branch of the industry,

Distribution is the main expanding industry.  The numbers
emploved increased from 1,143,350 in June, 1923, to | 860910 in
June, 1937, Figures for the last two vears show a decrease in the
numbers emploved aged 18-64 of 25450 (of which 25430 were
males), while the nett increase in the numbers aged 14-18 was
56,050, The number of insured workers aged 16-64 vears in em-
ployment in Miscellancous Services was 476,020 in June, 1923,
while in June, 1937, this had risen 1o 923,170, In 1935 the number
of girls of 13-18 1in Hotel and Bouarding House Services constituted
9.3 per cent of the total females emploved, while in 1937 it was
11.4 per cent.  In Laundry Service the corresponding figures for
girls were 27.4 per cent in 1935 and 309 per cent in 1937,

These figures show that the basic industries no longer offer
a sansfactory future for the youth, while the position of young
workers in the expanding industrics s alarming. The increased
employment is, first, in industries noted for their blind-alley and
parasitic character: second, in apprenticeship industries where
apprenticeship is rapidly declining, and where unemployment is
very high: third, in the mass production industries where youth
has hittle or no future.

For the next ten vears at least the numbers entering industry
will be considerably higher than those leaving on grounds of age,
although the proportion will fall from two to one to three to two.
This will further intensify the already diflicult position of youth,

A similarly gloomy piclure is shown by the figures on
technical traiming. Apart from eveming classes, which are only
attended by one out of four children leaving school, and none of
which ¢an be considered to give vocational training, there are
junior technical schools, technical day classes, day continuation
¢lasses, works schools, and sentor courses in colleges. In all this
varicty of technical institutes only 86,882 students of all ages
attended 1in 1937. Some idea of the gap is gained if we remember
that there are 3000000 young workers aged 14-25 years. During
1937 the number of lads released from work to attend part-time
technical classes was 36,225, of whom 10,195 came trom the
engincering trades: 4,608 from the food, drink and catering
trades: 3,364 from the chemical and allied trades, und three
thousand each from building, printing. and municipal and
Government service.

One authority calculates that only 10 per ¢ent of young
workers receive technical instruction of some kind in industry.
It cannot be claimed, therefore, that this small proportion of
training has in any way replaced the apprenticeship system which
still continues to decline.

Proportion of Skilled, Semi-skilled and Unskilled Workers in
Firms belonging to the Engineering and Allied Employers’
National Federation

Approximate percentage of

Yecur Skilled Semi-skilled Unskilled
1914 60 20 20
1921 S0 a0 20
1926 40 45 15
1928 34 53 13
1933 12 57 11

(* Wages and Labour Conditions in British Engineering,”
by M. L. Yates, page 32.)
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The increase in mechanical pr i
mcreased output for the cmPIu}*crpnmEdI—r;lﬂ]; jf:-ﬁ?g “ﬁ?
and furthermore, the great growth of semi-skilled work ]:ncan;
4 growth in the lower paid sections of workers with 2 corres-
ponding decreasz in the higher paid sections.

1 -|::1:::':.ﬂ":i:::ci'i:;lll;lll?:wnflﬂ'l i T_hf-‘lYnth H:I‘.':Irifljg shows that
K , n of youth in industry has changed for the

'-'H.III‘-I..". \YI'I‘IIC a small pl’ﬂpﬂrliun of }'uu[h Can even now get

“h'“;'d I““-;“;““!- the Ffjﬂ*-i‘f:lt[ﬂjqr l:hc vast majority is unemploy-

ment or at best a semi-sk 1

ages ¢d jJob with no prospects and poor

IF'he figures presented on unn:mptn;.m:n: :lc;irly show that
the real problem of youth unemployment is the 21-24 age group,
15 08 1o be expected in view of the blind-alley character of
industry.

I'wo new factors give these questions urgent and topical
importance.  One of these is the introduction of Conscription
by the National Government. 1Tt is evident that great care will
have to be taken by the trade unions to ensure that the inter-
ruption of the apprenticeship, and the six-months absence of the
liads Trom their jobs, 1s not used by the employers as a wea
to decrease the number of skilled adult workers at skilled rates,
and to reinstate the lads in semi-skilled jobs at lower rates of
wages.  Further, there 1s need to extend the immediate steps
already taken by many unions to establish * patronage com.
mittees ' in union branches and factories in order to safeguard
the rights of the conscripts, to look after their jobs, to keep in
touch with them while they are away, and to recruit them to
he trade unions,

The other factor is the reduction in the hours of work of
young people under 16 years from 48 hours to 44, which under
the provision of the 1937 Factory Act should take place this year.
Employers are bringing powerful pressure 1o bear 10 gain exemp-
tion from this Act. The trade unions have 4 heavy responsibility
to ensure that these efforts to maintain the long hours worked by
voung boys and girls are defeated. Otherwise the struggle for the
demands of the Youth Charter will receive a serious set-back,
and the possibility of winning shorier hours for all will be
jcopardised.

Success on these two issues will streagthen the influence
and organisation of the irade unions among the youth, and will
pave the way for a much wider movement to make radical
improvements in the present conditions and future prospects
of the voung people of this country.

Youth Defends Its Independence
By Cor Fels

’l‘HE events of the past few months in Central Europe have

shown in the most brutal way how right we were i_n Scp-
tember 1938 when we told the people who were garlanding the
Chamberlains and Daladiers with flowers that Munich was not
the beginning of a new period of peace but that, on the contrary,
the threat of war had only increased since Munich,

The independence of the Netherlands is  equally
threatened. - ‘ ’ _

Hitler fascism’s greed for conquest is in reality directed in
the first place against the West, because the western demo-
cracies have not offered any resistance.

In spite of Hitler's assurances of appeasement so far as Hol-
land- is concerned, assurances which were also given in the past
to countries wli!ich gmvc an‘t‘l‘ac h:jtn annexed, vigilance is more
than ever the first duty o ay. o

The policy of capitulation pursued by the British and Freach
Governments, which is in perfect harmony with that pursued by
the Dutch Government, makes the danger which threatens the
independence of Holland every day more and morc imminent.

Holland, with its colonies. its important porls, its strategic

ition—a bulwark against Britain—constitutes a desirable booty

ﬁl‘?ﬂtﬂb tch.Government is striving to minimise, in the eyes
c utcn . Lrove _ y &

of the Dutch people the dangers of the country's position. When

President Rooscvelt asked that Hitler should guarantee the

security of Holland's frontiers as well, the Government took no

action. It refused to do the least thing that might incur the anger

of R WVhen Hiler asked if the Netherlands felt themselves
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threatenes Al ¢ 3
reply th : h!" hﬂm‘m}* the Dutch Government hastened to
Ply that this was not the case,

In t . .

h;uhcd.“l?fc ‘I.:EH -Tq "'""'-'“F-'Ihf:n-:d the frontier dJdefences, built
ery : armicades, and mined bridges and roads.  Military
SETVICE Was extended to two vears

r F F
do n;':llitlti}:;n:?;;t“;mﬁ‘ 1"[ Pﬂllﬂl' from their trades, if they
ment knows the d: ffl reatened?  In reality the Dutch Govern-
peonle ‘and k ¢ danger only too well.  But it wants to Jull the
taken by 1} ‘Egp 2 possibility ”f, compromise.  The measures,
: ¥ the Government, are of a military character only. It
refuses Categorically to take part in the p:-}p.n.mun of a .pq,_':t{:{_'
bloc against the aggressors. The reactionary Dutch Government

was always one of the first 1o attempt 10 paralvse any imitiatives
in this direction. ; |

i It was the first * democratic ™ government 1o recognise
ranco, and 1t is one of those who still. to-day, have not recog-

nised the USSR,

N Without wanting to spread panic, the Federation of Durch
Hm.'h (NLLF)) considers that it is its duty to draw the attention
of the vouth 1o the menace which has cost many countries their
ndependence. '

We must ery " Halt! ™ to the fascist ageressors.

For that, 1t is necessary that the Dutch perople do not have
Ef‘.’lnl‘id_cﬂh'l.‘ in the Chamberlains, the Daladiers or the (-H]ijﬂ*
Goselings.  They have proved more than once in the past that
they are striving for an agreement with fascism

FFor I_h:tl. the unity of the vouth is necessiary, unity between
the AJLC. and the N.LF. must be realised.  The right-wing
leaders i"f_ the AJ.C., Peters and Thomavsen, continue to fight
against this unity, thus taking on themselves the responsibility
for the fuct that the Dutch youth is not in a condition to
orgamse resistanee agamnst fascism. The heads of the R.US.P.
have recently shown once again how little they are worthy of
confidence in the defence of democracy and the independence
of peoples, Those who, while not being in agreement with the
policy of Peters and Thomassen, do not raise their voices against
this policy bear a part of the responsibility,  Whocever, to-day,
opposes umty, or 1s silent on this question, works against the
interests of the Dutch people.

Finally, it is necessary that a Government be formed which
will reflect the will of the people, the will for defence against
German ageression, a Government! which will put our people
in a state of defence, from the economic as well as the military
point of view.

For such a Government, the Dutch youth is ready to sacrifice
its life!

We shall be good defenders of our country and of our rights,
We want well-being and happiness in a free and independent
Holland.

We want to strengthen and develop our people’s traditions
of freedom.

We want to safeguard Holland and make of 1t a free and
happy fatherland for the Dutch youth.

BRIEF NEWS FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES
Denmark

During the negotiations for the German-Danish Pact 600
young Nazis, coming partly from the Third Reich and partly
from Danish Sleswig. met in the latter province for a demon-
stration. Instructors had come from the Reich for this function,

International Alliance of Socialist Students

Two years ago, in July 1937, the International Alliance of
Students was established at a Congress of Socialist, Com-
munist and ive students of the whole world, held at Paris.
[he second Congress of this International Alliance will take
sMace on July 16, 17 and 18 in Ja Maison de la Mutualité, 24

= main item of the agenda will be: Students in the struggle
ascism and war. =

Interview with Japanese Officers,
Prisoners of the 8th Route Army

By Kung Pieng

It was u cold and snowy day. Being in Shansi Province
I went with one of my friends to the * Information Service ~
of the C hunese Exghth Army so as to have an interview with
three Jupanese who had been captured. Brought up in For-
mosia, the chief oflicer of the Information Service—one of
the best fighters of what was the Red Army, speaking
Vapanese perfectly-—wis good enough to act as interpreter
lor me,

\\'l{ were conducted to a room where we found three Japanese

soldiers, dressed in Chinese uniform.  On our arrival they
pot up and prected us with friendly gestures. It was a curious
teeling, trying to have a friendly conversation with men belonging
to the same race as those Who assassinate our comrades, capture
our womenfolh and poison our children.

The three prisoncers were very young. Sigararo Kita and
Okago Takesi were 25 years old.  Kobuyvasai Tukeo was 27 years
old. Sigarato came from Kyoto. He wias a mason getting 90 yen a
month. He had graduated from 2 high commercial school. He
had been taken prisoner as he was leaving the Ping-Han rail-
wih station with his reziment,

Okags also came from Kyoto, Maker of tin biscuit boxes,
he was paid 20 ven & month and had a school certificate. He
woes captured near the ralway at Tung-Pu where he was driving
i lorny

Kobuvasai had come 1o China at the age of one. He had
bived for 25 vears in Mukden and spoke excellent Chinese. He
had been captured at Taiku in the Shans: Province.

“What did vou think about China before you were sent
there? Why were you fichung?” 1 asked them. They told
us the Chinese hated us. When we joined up we were told that
we were setting out to fhight for the peace of the world. The
war would not last very long. But above all we came to China
because we were forced 1o do so.

Neat we spoke of the hife of the Japanese soldiers. They are
paid mine dollars a months, that is to say far less than they used
10 be paid. In comparison with the bravery and courage which
animates the Chinese army, their morale was very low,

“1 would hike 1o know.,” 1 told them, * what the Ja
think of the Eighth Army, and what is the influence of the leaf-
lets it distributes?™

“We considered the Eighth Army as one of our most for-
miduble obstacles, for it is at once courageous and skilfull in
manwuvring. Its sudden attacks always surprised us and we
could not escape them. At all costs we wanted to avoid meeung
it. The Japanese soldiers only read the leaflets that are sent them
in sccrel. Often they ask themselves whether the treatment that
prisoners are supposed to suffer is really a fact. Often they try
1o ignore the leaflets but they are influenced by them since they
are more fecling the blows of the Eighth Army.”

“What were vour feelings when vou were captured alive?
Were vou afraid?”™

Okaga could say nothing about this:
when he was taken prisoner. Kobuyasai said he was afraid of
being condemned to death.

Sigarato said he had had no fear at all.
his reply, he said * 1 am a fatalist. 1 considered my capture as
something that had to happen. What would have
of being frightened?

“ After having been well-treated in the Eighth
after having heard the conferences that have taken pi
realised that what 1 had considered as absolutely inevitabic
fact tho reverse. 1 had lived for 25 years |
of the Japanese capitalists and militarists.
profound confusion. For a week I sought for the
I have found it. We, the Japanese, arc Simg
of the Japanese fascists. The Japanese peof
war. Ja nmandﬂmaol‘p-hmhl

against Japanese imperialism. ¢y =

e [




0. 7

Fhes conversed Tor o few moments in Japanese, 1 hey ended
hy telling us:

" Although we are Japanese, we understand that it is neces-
WAy 1o the Japanese and the C hinese to help cach other., Peace
can only be established in Asia when we have got rid of the war-
onds and got nid of our exploiters. Such must be our common
wom. We want to enter the Chinese Eighth Army so as to struggle

or our freedom, we hind ourselves in the very heart of the
C hines¢ army

China’s Young Patriots

By Olga Tshishotkinag

w INCE the war for mational hiberation began, the activity of
" "China’s youth and s participation in the social life of the
couintity have increased immeasurably, The young Chinese strive
o enter the ranks of the youth organisations so that they may
;*-m'-l their strength in the '-.:f’LI_;!'].tlt .I.1_.:..lI:!"I"-iT. the common CNCImy
Many new youth organisations have been founded during this
period 1 associations o save the homeland, agitation groups,
clubs in which the voung may receive military and political
vraining, and various cultural and other orgamisations, In the
north-western areas, where many new vouth orgamsations have
been founded and old ones reorganised, the most popular mass
organisation s the 300,000 strong ' Yourh Leavue for the
Salvarion of the Homeland,” whose membership 1s composed
mainly of voung peasants.  There are also such mass youth
organisations as the ** United Stwedents’ Association for the Salva-
tion of the Homelund,” the ™ Women's Association for Aid for
the Wounded Figiters,” and others.

All the numerous vouth organisations in China  were
formerly disunited and did nothing in common. Only when the
united national front was cstablished did the youth organisations
begin to unite.  The most characteristic thing about the vouth
organisations in China to-day is their unmity. On the basis of a
resolution by the Kuomintang, a new organisation, the * Party of
Youth,” was brought into being, which, in the form of a federa-
tion, n¢ludes all the youth organisations and is based on Sun-Yat-
Sen’s three fundamental principles.

China’s vouth united 1o fizht in the defence of its homeland
and to achieve its complete liberation from the Japanese military
clique. While the war lasts, China’s youth fights not only on the
reonts but carnes through a tremendous amount of military
sducation. It understood how to educate many thousands of
excellent soldiers, devoted to their homelund, and hundreds of
militarily and politically well-trained commuanders.  Let it sullice
0 quote the names of those two brave pilots of the Chinese Air
lForce whose names are sacred 1o China’s yvoung patriols:
Li-Wei-Tan, who has shot down twelve Japancse “plancs in single
combat, and Yan-Chei-Wen, who had to make a forced landing
in Japanese territory and, fighting, Killed ten Japanese. Both
died like heroes.

China’s youth is organising military camps for the training of
specialised forces for the front. The Chinese Army already con-
tains whole divisions composed exclusively of the voung. Such a
Jdiviston, for instance, i1s the 1/5th Division of the Sth Revolution-
ary People’s Army, whose commander, Lin-Bjao, is still quite young
and a member of the Young Communist League. Having been
wounded in battle, he did not waste his time while in hospital,
but studied about the enemy forces and the methods of struggle
against them. Not for nothing did the Chinese army leader Chu-
Teh say about him: * Among us he is a great authority on
Japanese matters.”

China’s youth fights bravely and unselfishly. The following
story is told about the girl patriot, Ma-Su:—

A Japanese company was marching through a desolated
Chinese village. A few undestroyed stone huts, whose inhabitants
had fled to the mountains, still remained here and there, and deep
holes, torn into the earth by Japancse ‘planes and heavy arlillery,
burnt-out wreckage and rags thrown away by the plunderers of
the Japanese Army were to be seen.

“All of a sudden the rat-tat-tat of a machine-gun was heard
behind a hill, and a few Japanese fell.

. Orders were given, and a detachment of cavalry rode 10 the
hill, to be received with hand-grenades. The machine-gun behind
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the hill busily continued firing—one mach
: !
4._-n|:n:I d:numn}.‘uml beside 1t four voung Chine
The machine-gun became silent. All f
r _ : our were
-.1.-:-.::;} banks of the Yangtse river. One prisoner aftcrlﬁfbc“;t;il:
tell down the incline and vanished in the water. But one did not
wail for the bullet. A quick turn of the little body and a splash
was heard before any order could be given.
One prisoner succeeded in escaping.
the champion swimmer of H;mk:ng. [
were murdered by the Japanese;

ne-gun agammst an
.

It was a girl: Ma-Su,
~ Her parents and brothers
she joined 4 group of partisans,
Ma-5u succeeded in reaching the town Nantsin, where there
was a small Chinese detachment, Japanese troops 'ﬁ'.': 1-irm:1. ..n
strong as ats defenders, were approaching the town. Chan the
commander of the Chinese detachment, realised that 10 +!'|*hl:
would mean its destruction, but that to retreat would d:fn;rbup
the population of the town to the Japanese Samurai. After a
short consultation, Ma-Su, Chan and a group of commanders
worked out the plun of action. Two men were ordered 1o place
tme-bombs under the embankment of the discharge canal,’
After an hour 1 beautifully dressed girl came down the hill
into the green valley, a few miles from the town, where the

Japancse detachments were encamped. She demanded o be led
1o the commuander.

She told him that she had an excelient plan, a plan that would
bring casy victory to the Jupanese troops. She would lead the
Japanese along a narrow, unknown path over the embankment of
the discharge canal, and the town would be taken by surprise.
The girl declared herself to be the daughter of 2 manufaciurer
whose ceramics {actory had been set on fire by Chinese soldiers.

~The girl's story secemed credible to the Japanese officer, and
he followed her at the head of his troops.

The girl was Ma-Su: she hurried her steps while furtively
glancing at her hittle wrist-watch.

There's the embankment. The last seconds pass.

" Revenge for my father, for my brothers, for the thousands
of mmnocent victims! " Ma-Su suddenly cried, turning to the
Japanese. * Revenge for our homeland! ™

The eaploding bombs stifled her words. Fragments of the
embankment flew nto the air.  MaSu perished with the
Japanese, but she saved the town and its defenders.

In the arcas under Japanese occupation, China’s youth is
Jdeveloping & widespread partican movement in which students
play a particularly active role. It did very much to make China's
peopic rise for a war of hberation against the Japanese con-
queror.  Muany of the partisan groups consist solely of voung
pcople. Chao-Tun, a student at the North-Eastern University,
leads the partisan movement in the Peiping area. His detach-
ment. incidentally, gets 1ts munitions, weapons and clothing from
the Japancse during the battles,

The Chinese students have sent the best of their number to
work 1n the towns, in the factorics and on the land o teach the
people to read and to write. They also work on the fronts, teach-
ing the ¢lements of reading and writing to the soldicrs during lulls
in the fighting or rest pauses on the march. Throughout the
country the students have carried out the collection of money for
the defence of the country.

The young Chinese patriols work overtime in the factorics
on their own initiative and refuse any kind of reward for it. Very
frequently, when heavy work is 1o be done in difficult sections of
the armament industry, the young people encourage the adults,
who follow their example.

Socially organised youth groups assist the nts to
cultivate the land, to bring in the harvest, and with other agnicul-
tural work, The families of soldiers at the front are the special
carc of the young Chinese. They help them in the fields, in the
improvement of barns, and carry out much other work in the
home, thus making up for the fathers, husbands and brothers who
have left for the [ront.

Small youth groups are active throughout the couniry, fore-
ing their way to the foremost parts of the front in spite of all
dangers and difficulties. They are agitation groups, theatre
groups, “ Living Newspapers.” Between battles they perform
some plays for the soldiers. They read letters for the wounded
and write replies for them, they play with the children who have
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lost thej
€Ir parents o
Peasants 1o and are living in children’s homes and teach the

and iﬁ}' 'hm;‘:‘d If:’-'ld Wrile. They carry laughter, cheerfulness
a bright future EI']: \?hﬂlt country, giving voice to the hope for
Umes of war I}'I:‘: l'ﬁl“m‘w}' what s so neadful in the dithcult
of victory, Th ¥ Iink up the army with the people, a sure pledge
members of gh:t::.,ni'icﬂmpl“hﬁl by these young and very young
country! all groups which are wandering through the

In the Country of Socialisin

_—____

China's youth does all 1t can to cement the unity of

people. Tt li;:i'!tt. for its homeland against all tn:rmq;;i.thfnr:ﬁ
and external; it especially abominates traitors to their nativ

land —Trotskyists, these paid agents of Japanese impcri;li_u:
And in the everyday struggle, assisting the people in their war for
national liberation, China’s youth is strengthening itself and 'lril'I:
new resolution, it is entering upon the new struggle, which it is
firmly convinced will lead to victory. ‘

Young Volunteers Will Build a Railway

SHORTL}’ alter Stalin’s report to the Eighteenth Congress of
I‘ml:!m C.P.S.U.(B.), Goudok, journal of the railway workers, pub-
1 a letter from three young Communists working in the work-
shops of the Poltava section of the Southern Railway system of
the US.S.R. The letter was written by the young Communists:
M. Skriptchenko, Timachev and Vershini. All three asked to
be sent to work on the construction of the main line from
Akmolinsk to Kartala. They did not have to wait long for
the reply of the Central Committce of the Young Communist
League of the U.S.S.R. and of the political leaders of the People’s
Commissariat for Transport. Another group of young people
soon joined the initiators of the movement. Young people
from all regions of the Soviet Union sent in letters in which
they expressed their desire 1o take part in the construction of the
new railway. In this way there began the enormous volunteesr
movement of young engineers for the realisation of an important
section of the Third Five-Year Plan.

During the Third Five-Year Plan the Soviet people intends
to construct 11.000 kilometres of new railway lines and onc of
the principal of these lines will be that from Kartala to Akmo-
linsk : it will be 806 kilometres long. The new line will be the
shortest railway linking the Karaganda mines with the Mag-
nitogorsk blast furnaces. In this way, the coal of Karaganda
will have the road towards the Urals opened to them. The route
for coal trains will be half as short. The enormous importance
of this new railway for the national economy does not consist
only in that, This route crosses the immense steppes of Kazakh-
stan, the fertile zone of Kazakhstan which is rich in difTerent
mineral deposits. Thus, “ by the way,” the railway will ensure
the rapid development of those regions of Kazakhstan which up
till now have been separated from the industrial centres of the

land.

Never in the history of rail transport has there been a case
of the construction of so big a railway line in a single year.
The railway is due to begin working from the end of the year
1939. In April onc of the engincers, working on the construc-
tion. told the correspondent of the Komsomolskaya Pravda that,
during the nine months that were left, it was necessary (o realise
11 million cubic metres of carth works, to install 211 concrete
pipes and to construct 80 small bridges and 10 medium-sized

Oncs.

An enormous depot of modern type construction machines
supplies the work, erc there are 32 excavators, 12 special
‘tractors for earth works, four special machines which put lines
Yinto place automatically, and a whole series of other machines
for transport, excavation machines and cranes, as well as mobile
Jectrical centres and motors.

enormous tity of machines the work
' l lﬁm men. In gru.d:rll,; construct the railway

- needed. Engineers,
WMﬁgf ::nunlnnll. ﬂc.l i s

In addition, a large network of medical, commercial and cultural
institutions will be needed for the constructors.

To-day 5,000 people are working on the construction.
are young voluntary workers, and their number increases daily.,

OUTBURST OF ENERGY, ENTHUSIASM AND WILL FOR
WORK IFOR THE REALISATION OF THE GREAT PLAN

Evidently in our country, as in all capitalist countries, there
arc to be found young and old people who are always ready to
construct railways on condition that they are given the chance.
Above all these are the unemployed who constantly are seeking
work. But in the capitalist country the majonty of young people
do not find work, and those who do find it know that this work
only serves the interests of the capitalists, while they, the con-
structors, only receive a miscrable wage: that is why they do not
feel any enthusiasm for work.

It 1s dillerent in the Land of Socialism. Young constructors
know that their work benelits the whole of society, that they are
working for themselves, and this thought fills them with an en-
thusiasm that 1s strange to the majority of western workers.

But the example of the Soviet youth shows us that the youth
are full of enthusiasm when they have the opportunity of working
for the society in which there 1s no place for exploiters. When
the Lirst group of young volunteers set out for the construction
of the Akmohinsk-Kartala railway, the young people explained in
the Soviet press the reasons that induced them to do this work.

This is what Comrade Timashev, one of the initiators of the
movement, sad;

“When we read in the newspapers what a great impor-
tance this railway had for our country, my comrades -
chenko, Vershinin and 1 decided to launch an appeal o
youth and to the young Communists to make this into
a Young Communist Construction.”

The voung joiner V. Kvitnevski slated:

1 am setting out for the construction of the Akmo-
linsk-Kartala railway because | understand the importance
of this railway for the national economy of the Soviet Union.
This railway will bring socialist Soviet culture to our
western Republics.™ o ARG
Skripichenko told how, after the report of Mm

he had felt **such an impulse of energy, such an elen that
would be difticult to translate into words. o T
The front of young heroes of socialist o2 -1
more and more. The railway will be constructed by U

mination of the youth, The great plan is in ‘
This same attitude towards work
ople, tn? when lhayhhgnwltungosﬂ

vilding of socialism, W we
and when which is built '
build it, to the whole people.
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The French Revolution and Its Cultural Work

By Georges Cogniol

\‘H tlustnious revolutionary, Friedrich Engels, has wrnitten
© 7 that "any victorious revolution has had as a consequence
doereal moral and spiritual upsurge.”  We know how true these
words are in connection with the glorious revolution which
broke out in France 150 years ago. We know with what o
high outlook, what gencrosity, what sense of greatness the
Natonal Convention—at the moment when it had to surmount
the wonst ditliculties in order to ensure the defence of the
country and to accomplish a work of complete internal reorgani-
satton —concernedy atsell  with the most varied cultural ques.-
tions, from the inventory of precious collections to the trans-
lanon of Bacon's works, Irom the conservation of artistic
objects captured by the French corsairs to the institution of
nattonal rewards for great discoveries and the State taking over
responsibility for the cost of scientific voyages.

The proof given by cducational policy of the Revolution
is no less ¢lear and no less convincing. And for us it is, further,
full of practical lessons.

We can always consult the pedagogic and educational testa-
ment of the men of 1789-94 with a great deal of profit. And
that 1s explimned by two reasons, 'The first is that the educational
work of the Revolution 1s extremely rich, produced as it was
at the end of the 185th century, so full of educational plans
ammed at repenerating humamty. The second is the boldness of
these plans, established in 4 period of energetic struggle of the
bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisie against feudal reaction, and
s0 advancd that much of them still remains 10 be achieved.

The richness of pedagogic thought of the 18th century s
recalled as soon as the names of Roussean, Condillac, Helvetius,
Diderot and Morelly are mentioned. What differences between
men! One must go farther : what evident opposition, stressed
by the men themselves,

THE HUMANIST IDEAL

But how small all these clouds seem in the brnlliant picture
of pedagogical thought of the 18th century.

It is the same humanist ideal that animated the philosophers
of the 18th century that animates those of to-day, to allow cvery
child, every member of society, fully to develop the resources ot
his personality in such a way, as Diderot said, as to " make
happiness "' for cach and every one, to lead to " all Kinds of
pleasure without peril and without inconvenience.”™ 1

We «<till demand that free education for all for which Dide-
rot struggled.  We demand it, as he did, in the name of the
public interest. |

“ A university is a school whose doors are open with-
out distinction to all the children of a nation. . . 1 say
without distinction because it would be as cruel as it would
be ubsurd to condemn the lower ranks of society to ignor-

ANce. . . The number of thatched cottages and other

private houses being in the proportion of ten thousand to

one palace, there are ten thousand chances to one that
genius, talent and virtue will come rather from the
thatched cottage than from the palace.” :

There is no less of present day interest in recalling the

* It is natural that demands for the introduction of public
education by the State should have been the dominant pre-
occupation of the assemblies of 1789. This is so obvious that
we do not stress the point; up till that time it was always the
bishop, or his delegate who had the right to approve, watch
over and even dismiss the schoolmasters (whom the communi-
ties, generally represented by the fathers of families. could only
choose). Thus it had been decided in article 14 of the decree
of December 1606 and article 25 of the decree of April §,
1695, The * little school” gave instruction above all in matters
of faith.

profound demands of the people in 1789 - :
cation was concerned, as lhcypl 87 so far as public edu-

were ex I Cahiers
Doleances (Letters of Complaints), Irﬁzﬁd Ilgclt:a-a' to ‘-h:\f
thut what the forefathers of the peasants, the wurkﬁ?s and th
small men of to-day were demanding then. has still not hc::f:
realised completely. It would be opportune to bring into prnm;.
nenee, for those who doubt the legitimacy of the great educa-
tional demands of the people, the age of these demands el
principle of dignity, and the way in which they arose, 150 years
ago, frutm the depths of the nation. i )

It is a Paris Letter of Complaints which demands that
" pubhic education be extended to all classes of citizens. ™ That
of the Lyons Third Estate wants * free schools in EJCh.pGll'i‘ih i
lhe peasants of Paw echo them in expressing the hope that
" schools for the education of the young be increased.” The
ﬂr!l:ﬂl_h district wants ' that studies in the universities be re-
organised and improved, the professors paid and instruction
made free.” Need it be stressed that free higher education re-
mains one of the demands of democracy to-day ?

The Gisors region Third Estate concerned itself with
getting the cducation of the poor paid for by the rich: in
Article 28 of its letters it wrote: * That there be established in
cvery parish in the Kingdom free schools for the instruction of
the young at the expense of the big tithe-holders. And the
fecling expressed by the Third Estate of Nemours is a general
onc—in the name of the power and energy of the nation. in
the name of the public interest which presupposes enlightenced
citizens to present " an anvincible barrier to any ignorant or
guilty administration™; it demands that “public education be ptr-

ticularly favoured.” Docs 1t not sull await this particular
favouring ?

FIVE YEARS WHICH WILL NOT BE OBLITERATED
FROM HISTORY

The heads of the Fascist states have brutally proclaimed
rll;ci‘}r hatred of the French Revolution and of the principles of

a9,

Ceaselessly they attack our people because of the most
glorious period in its historv.  Benito Mussolini declares that
" fascism represents the antithesis ™ of the whole world of
immortal principles of 1789. He depicts fascism as a reaction
against the " movement of the enlightenment of the 18th Cen-
tury and the Encyclopaedia.”t Hitler speaks contemptuously
of the ™ sanctity of old principles ™ (September 9, 1936), Goeb-
bels, in Revolution der Deutschen, wrote * The year 89 will be
wiped out of history.”

Open a book as widely distnbuted as “ Essays on the
Renaissance of Germany™ which is edited by the Breslau sec-
tion of the German teachers fascist organisation, We read there :

*“The Nordic man is the creator of civilisation to-day.”

But there has been a misfortune : * It was the Great Revo-

lution that crushed the Germanic leaders of the French

rople.”

Rk The French nobility in its entirety or almost so, in-

cluding the Bourbon dynasty, was Germanic. That is why,

at the time of the French Revolution, the hatred of the
populace was directed above all against the nobility.

Sometimes it was enough to have a fair head in order to be

guillotined. The unchained submen gave themselves up

t It is the less understandable that the Government should
tolerate, and encourage, Italian schools in France, which are
obvious offices of fascist propaganda. Fascist schools and even-
ing classes are practically obligatory, since the consulates can
always bully the recalcitrant emigres, So it s in Lorriine,
Gascogne, clc. -
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10 an orgy. The superior, and Nordic, class of France lost
occans of blood under the guillonne.” *
And what has the oflicial philosopher of the Third Rech,
Alfred “ﬂ'l-l‘l"lh'ﬂ'z. o <av in h : " i f the
Twenticth C » 1O say o his work on the " Nivth o
Frane Lentury.™ On page 102 and onwards he says that all
1hrtf$hoflhtlll:kcﬁ all the plilosophers of the 18th century, il
Abron E : "1,‘-“'"':'“. (they mean Descartes, doubtless, that

ANEerous rationalist!) in a word all the Classical 1renchmen
were distinguished because of their penctrating mund and then
SAgacity - but, without exception, they were deprived ot 7 ali
true nobility of fecling.” B

_The same “theory,” or rather the same hatred combingd
With the most frightful poverty of thought, in the book of Lwald
h- H+ uil:ﬂ”ll.,'ﬂfl.’! on f'.ﬁ.'lh';" ””rf H'“* th'f“f hh-”l a ook .,;nnu:n.ln,'r-:u.f
A% very important in the Third Reich.

I.i The I:]"l:'n{."h Hf\'ﬁluhﬂn HEL "'rU'a:h s the Il..'1""1..‘”lUII o the
Mediterranco-Alpine mass against the domination of noble
and bourgeois *fuhrer ' section, whose race was predomi-
nantly nordic in character.™
Finally, 1t should be remembered that the Navonal-Socialist

Publishing House of Hans Poetsch, at Breslau, published, two
vears ago, a truly revealing book on “intellectual ™ hife in the
Third Rewch. The book in question is Jewnlt Rirnal Murder Dy
Gerhard Unkal.  As foreword the book has the facsmule ol a
letter from the Reich Oflicial Service for the Development ol
German Literature, in which 1t is warmly recommended ** Inas-
much as 1t s the first truly popular exposure of Jewish ritual
murders. *  In the preface it is stressed that the book is dedicated
to "all foreigners of good will.” The passage relative to the
French Revolution concludes with these words:

IN THE NAME OF THE MOST IRRATIONAL OF ALL
MYSTICISMS FASCISM  CLAIMS TO TAKE FROM
HUMANITY THE HERITAGE OF THE FRENCH
REVOLUTION.

“If 1t is a question of mass Jewish murders then the
French Revolution, which began in 1789 with the taking ol
the Bastille, should not be forgotten. [t was, in the first
place, the work of Freemasonry. Competent experts have
been justified in qualifying Freemasonry as artificial Judaism
Methodically it prepared the emancipation of the Jews and
watched over its realisation in all countries. It s certun
that the Lodges are a product of the Jewish mund.  The
manners and customs of these institutions are to a large
extent borrowed from Jewish ritual and the installation ot
the lodges is an imitation of the Temple of Jerusalem.

* The heads of the French Revolution were freemasons
from among many it 1s only necessary to mention Danton,
Robespierre and Marat, The latter was even of Jewish
origin and all his actions were determined by this fact. In
this way the whole French Revolution, if not directly then at
least indirectly, was a Jewish affair. If in those days the
Jews did not play the preponderant role they were later to
assume in all European Revolutions, they drew the greatest
profit from it. In fact it was the French Revolution that
inaugurated the emancipation of the Jews and which took
the first step towards ensuring them equality of rights n
Europe. The massacres of the years 1789-1795 were, in
conscquence, only carried out to the profil of Judiaism,

“ In the last analysis it is necessary to state that thousands

of Aryans were sacrificed to give the Jews the posuibihity of

obtaining freedom and equality of rights in all the States of

%S;I?l:zxu only make up a small part of the ignoble literature
—but dangerous because of its very mass which is distributed in
Germany and outside of Germany in order to fight against the
most glorious events of French history and against I'rancf::. Will
not people understand that it is the more a sacred duty, under
such conditions, fo organise the cf-.\'rbmnfmrﬂf the lfﬂ{h anni-
versary of the Revolution, and in particular :r:i:f e mu;:m?
civilising, humanist work. with the greatest possible elject both
7 F'ﬂnifi:nfhﬂb;?ﬁm of the most irrational and the most bar-
barous mysticism of all—that of Blood and Race—that they
: humanity the great heritage of the Encyclo-
. claim Lo take from hu

ecenth Century, which is also the
' M;‘g% ofile Fmr#hhemihesmlulinn exalted the organising

power jevements of human reason: but
my has :ﬁ'f Co.ﬂnrut “ refuted " by a Spengler, for

__—___-

whom *1n human history, baucally, ' L
I a Goebbels who ‘!-I.Ip].'l?ﬂrl'i the iécn t:cl:; l: I':I?ﬂm?l o
danger, intethgence a penil for the formation of charm:u:rl';-“ o

The French Revolution placed, as did Helvetius and Did
the source of happiness and the aim of education. in [rﬂﬂl' i
the institution ol a harmonious relation between !-cll.'-lm?rm %
altruism, s fascist enemies only teach and practice lh: :!ljld
ciplining, constraint and brutal enslavement of peoples and m'm;“

he French Revolulion called on the pcoples to Jet frilm:;'
ship and cquality between races and nations rcign. Iis {a ‘s
enemies have powsoncd cducation and science with :hnuvin"‘_'clﬂ
at the same time as they multiply aggressions and w;nm::i
I Aason,

Ihe French Revolution was concerncd with Iacing. the
prmary school teacher very hlgh in society ;1 'H}'l.]gEl Lthe most
dlustrious masters of the time for the central schools, for the
Paris Nornmunde School ;) it had 2 great deal of cnnﬁ'dm in
the teaching profession, whose civilising activity it intended
o develop, into adult circles.  In the fascist states, the teach.
ing personnel has lost all authority and all liberty, not only of
organisation but also of expression.  According to the German
Law of January 26, 1937 on civil servants, explained in a
speech by Minister of the Interior Frick, the civil servant is
no longer bound to the State by a bond of service, but bound
to the Fuhrer by o personal relationship of * faithfulness™
which is based on the oath and which is only ended by death :
not only his existence, but his juridicial status is that of a slave.
By virtue of the Law of December 1, 1936 the Hitler Youth,
transformed into a State organisation, with membership com-
pulsory for all voung people, has become omnipotent so far
as the education of the youth is concerned. The teacher no
longer has either the prestige or the time 1o develop his pupils.

I'he French Revolution attributed the greatest value, par-
ticutlarly in central schools, to general culture of scientific con-
tent and modern character. This general culture only fills the
Ministers of Public Tegnorance with fear and hatred. In con-
AWQUENCE wWe see that -.u.,'..,:nndnr‘_h' studies are reduced In G::rm:n}-.
and the concentration of study courses around three subjects
alone, which are, chauvinistic history, racist “ biology ™ and
miulitary sport.

The French Revolution developed or created all the great
scientihic instituttons of our country. In Germany, it 18 a
General who has been placed at the head of the National
Rescarch Council (Rewchsforshungsrat), Science has lost 1ts
value with hiberty, The result of 5 years struggle against ®in-
tellectualism ™ from top to bottom of education, four years
military discipline in the schools and persecution of science at
the Universities becomes apparent in the pitiful lack of culture
of the country’s voung cadres, which is causing ccaseless com-
olaints from the heads of factories, from old professors.
artists and generals even in the columns of the fascist press.

The French Revolution made a gencrous plan for a sysiem
of education which would affect all the children, which would
be truly public and national, profoundly uniur}' and democratic
which would make education ** as equal, as universal ™ as possi-
be (Condoreet.) The last word of the educational policy of the
Nazis, which has already made it impossible for children of the
people to attain to secondary and higher education, has beea to
create, quite outside the general organisation of public educa-
ton, a prnivileged school system for the o of the
(System of Adolf Hitler schools, instituted January 17, 1937.)

The educational policy and pedagogical m;rofjh
fascists are the very opposite of what the F Revolution

wanted to do.  * You will feel” said Robespierre in his groat
speech of the 18th foreal, * the need for uukmlﬂ_ﬂ““!
general and cqual for all Frenchmen. It is no w‘l
iwon of making gentlemen, but citizens. 2t - ;
To-day, the fascist school intends to_train a DAITOW SEERE L
of masters, and a multitude of slaves, The democrat S al” it
will truly " fulfil its functions when *gencral and S
makes all its pupils into free men, able to GeVCIOP Tof the
sonality harmoniously and independentlys :
threat fascism brings to humanism and A T Amb AR
education, science and progress make of the 1350th AREAL
of the French Revolution l'he occasion for encrges
;lr}:n:h can drive back the flood of this b e 7
uture. :
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The Contribution of Lenin and Stalin
To Marxism
By Maurice Thorez

' ENEN did not only defead the doctrine of Marx and Engels
’ st the revimiomists and  the falsiiers of social-demo-

wy. bemn developed  Marxist theory, He studied  the
henomona of the devclopment of the capitalism of our time.
fo dov owvered, ay Marx and Engels were unable to do, the law

Crhc Uonegnad Drevelopemert of capitalism in ity last phase, in iy
mperinlist phase,

[ comseguence Lo drew the conclusion thar the victory

f Mol 1 oone single country was prossible, this country, in
o corvamstanees and n the given historic period being the
P empure of the tsars which has become the Union of Soviet
Sovialint Republics, Lemn, i the imperialisy epoch of wars and
revodttions, gave new lite o the Marxist teaching on the dicrator-
Vap of the proletariat, by enrciching it with the new CXPEriences of
e imternational proletariat, with the lessons of the Pans Com-
mune, which had already been stressed by Marx himself, and
Jso the lessons of the two Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917,
fenin stressed the universal application of the * Soviets™ as
argans of strugele and organs ol power of the working class.

Lenin stressed the role of the emancipatory movement in the
codonial countries as allies of the revolutionary proletariat in the
rating country.  Me defined the bases of the alliance of the work-
ing class witk the decisive sections of the peasantry, Thus was
Marxist-Leninist theory formed.

But, like zll theory, Like all science, Marxist-Leninist theory
develops, constantly becomes more perfect. ' The merit, the great-
ness of our great Sralin hies precisely in the substantial con-
contributions with which he ceuselesdly enriched the doctrine of
the founders of scientitic socialism, in the new progress which,
thanks to s work, Marvism-Leninism made,

Stalin, apply:ng and developing the Marxist-Leninist teach-

s, elaborated rhe theory of Sociclist construction in a single

untry. On the basis of the formudable experiences of the
Saviet Union an socialist construction, Stalin successively made
clear the ditferent aspects of economie, political, social and cul-
tural development in the conditions of the dictatorship of the
proletanat.  Stahin, disciple and successor to Lenin, led from the
NEP. (New LEconomic Policy pursued provisionally in 1921) 10
the hguidation of capitahist ¢clements in the Soviet Union, to in-
fustrizlisation, to the collectivisation of the countryside, to the
progressive evolution of millions of individual and backward
cconomies towards socialism, to the achievement of the construc-
tton of a classless socialist society, to the gradual transition from
Socialism to Communism.

The Stalinist theory clarifies and guides the development of
the dictatorship of the proletariat into a socialist democracy of
the whole people, including a true, universal, direct and sccret
sullrage, with rights of voting and cligibility for all free pro-
ducers: men and women, young and old, workers and peasants,
workers by hand and by brain.

The Stalinist constitution is the granite monument which
does not only ensure the march of the peoples of the Soviet
['nion to progress and happiness, but which gives all the workers
of the world the certainty of the victory of their cause, of the
triumph of Communism.

The adversaries of Communism, the e¢nemies of the people,
think to annoy us by calling us Sralinists, They do not see that it
s for us a proud title that we strive to menit. Our greatest desire,
our supreme ambition, is to become tried Marxist-Leninists, true
Stalinists,

Our Communist Party cou'd not have found the correct
path, it could not have kept to it, if it had not begun to assimilate
Murxist-Leninist theory,

“The power of Marxist-Leninist theory lies in the [act
that it enables the party 1o find the rieht orientation in any
sitwation, ro understand the inner connection of current events,
to foresee their course, and 1o perceive not only how and in what
direction they are developing in the present but how and in what
direction they are bound 1o develop in the future.

“Only a Party which has mastered the Marxist-Leninist
theory can confidently advance and lead the working class for-
ward. (' History of the CPS. U page 355)

In the light of Marxist-Leninist theory we considered

B SRR

Munich—the capitalist cliques’

. affem E
an'cnd, o a5 The end‘of o 30 e . COmpromise—not a
evolution., . v a moment of

In the hight of Marxism-Leninism. w
Munich did not overcome the ;
capitalist countries, the antagonisms between

talist countries in the international ar
cna bov
latent conflict which puts aggressor l.'ﬁr.-isn; ira;ngp;c.m": sl the
rest of the world. We at that time defined a firm pol'ml:‘ l?;h:
our analysis and our perspectives into account: E'D"I"ll'-‘qm}'t;d ing
'-:I\'-'llh r.h:i:f '-1-; were able 1o foresee have verified, for us n}rr;diﬁ
the eyes of the masses, the correctness and firmn,

letarian policy, mness of our pro.

Marxist-Leninist theory teaches us that it i necessa
in c‘-':‘:f}fhfnﬂ e Qf:fﬂ'rfhllh'l: H'hrfﬁ s b‘ﬂrﬂ ﬂ':'-d““llzulh dif.:?: :g .
thinz which evolves and is transformed, under the inﬂl'!-cn-ccm;;‘
other phenomena, reacting in its turn on its environment Murxst
Lenumst theory teaches us in consequence to judge a !iil;al'nn r:
10 l..‘:'“”':-"!*- while L‘jking 1o account each lchl:I] Elﬂﬂ'l'-'f;l -:H:d
Lactor of the given situation, while taking into account the reci.
procal and variable ifluences of these elements on the develo
ment of the situation. v

We have learned that what is truth to-day need not be so
to-morrow. For example, our Communist Party being one of the
factors in the development of France, on its activity may depend
important modifications in the direction of working-class in-
lerests, in the interests of the people. We have, therefore, learnt
to determine 4 tactic which necessarily varies in relation to the
changes in the situation. We have learned to advance slogans
which are appropriate to the conditions, to the given
circumstiances.

We have learned to reject slogans which are no longer suit-
able tor 2 new situztion. We have learned to combine FIRM.-
NESS of principle, CAPACITY to manceuvre, SUPPLENESS of
tactics.  We have learned to press boldly forward when circum-
stances are favourable, and 1o hold our positions, if necessary

beating a retreat in good order. when the class enemy is in a
posttion to attack.

Documents
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Memorandum from Unified Socialist
Youth of Spain to the Sections of
The Y.S.L

“Although the JS.U. of Spain has covered itself in
elory, it is now the object of the same kind of antacks as
those made on the Socialist youth movements of Great
Britain and Belgium. The encmies of unity are threatening
to expel the gallant 1.5.U. from the Young Socialist Inter-
national. The Executive Committee is making an ap 1o
all the sections of the Young Socialist International. We
publish below extracts from the JS.U. memorandum.

‘T"HE agents of Franco cannot forgive the J.S.U. for its struggle
against fascism at the battlefront, its devoled action for
consolidating the unity of youth, for realising working-class unity
and, primanly, the unity of the Socialists and Communists in
order 1o consolidate the People’s Front. The agents of Franco
cannot forgive the energetic struggle the JS.U. led to denounce
them, s e
Lamoneda, secretary of the Socialist Party, declared: * Only
those who look on the past n; a dakngcr ;hi:h';ymhft tl.lr“l: them
into pillars of salt can think of breaking the unity of youlh.”
The Casado coup was used: by the Trotskyist-Caballerist
group in order to let loose its hatred of the J.S.U. and of its best
qualified leaders. . s
The group transformed itself into a committee of the so-
called * Narional-Socialist Youth” (Franco and his troops also
call themselves * Nationalists ') whose task was to destroy the
Spanish Anrifascist Youth Alliance (this magnificent example of
unity which gained for the J.S.U. the congratulations of the
Bureau of the Young Socialist International at its Brussels meet-
ing in February, 1938) and to split the J.S.U. in order to prepare
the peace, that is the selling of the Sp: youth to Franco.
The period of terror and illegality began. But the JS.U.,
strong and loved by the vouth, stesled in the fires of glorious
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hool of heroism, knew how to escape

the re cducated ip

Republican f It continued 10 work to prevent the
r I O prese
Onts being opened 1o the enemy, and of warning the

Mp]ﬂ ai

Could 1:: :r:l‘:l;f ?ﬁ"l}"j}-* In spite of their cllorts, the trators
Franco's ArmNics. ¢ JS.U. from carrying on the flight agamsi
Nor could the

: ¥ sphit the J.S.U. All the bl aimed at the

umity of the )s.U W bl the blows mimed o ¢
- L, were brok . i . < myilit:

mMembers, After a mo oken on the firmness of its mthtant

Gnaliv nth of treason, when the Casado clique
ally abandoned the country to Franco, the Tromskyist-Cabal-

leris .
ot ;I‘ E::;E :;:]E admit that, despite their threats and crimes,
the JS.U. ffl"l*l:'lmn; ﬂ\f lhl'f ?I““Fh followed them. The banner of
[ascism and s :lm:nl;," IR, vincible in the strugele aganst
&0 :;2;: Eﬂ?““r: PFeople has not been beaten.  The strugele goes
national and I_l‘l'l‘_'y end by our victory over the oppression of
| oregn fasciam.
low Dﬁn“q “'lﬂ'rl-:r.rnr‘ the Spanish Iﬁcg'pln: and its youth have not
wered their heads. They are preparing for future struggles and
for the final victory. ' i
ok ;*I?I:I our I'i_.r:.lcr:glmn. the period ol the Casado betrayal was
s ca;ﬂl‘:;cn:unhlp and preparation for ufulq:u:ruund work n
- I htions of Franco fascist terror. We snll continue our
Mruggle 1or national independence, for a democratic Republic,
against fascist terror, musery, and slavery, against the militarisa.
tion of the country which Germany and Italy are carry.ng out n
preparation for an attack on the free and democratic countrics
of Europe.

But in order to carry on the fight, unity is more necessary
than ever. The circumstances in which the occupat:on of Repub-
hecan Spain was brought about make all the members of the
great J.S.U. realise that the prime condition for destroving a
regime of oppression is 10 maintain an even more solid unity
among the vouth, the working class and th: Popular Front. The
traitors and enemy agents who try to creep into our ranks must
be denounced,

30,000 members of the J.S.U. are prepared to accept the
dithcult conditions of life in the French refugee camps becaue
they have faith in the inevitability of our victory. They are
behind the J.S.U. and its Exccutive Commuttee to a man, ready
to fight against fascism in the democratic countries which give
them shelter.

Franco is unmiting the anti-fascisls in prisons, concentration
camps, on the scaffold, where no distinction 1s made between
Communists, Socialists and Republicans.

In these conditions, when umty is the most essential factor
in order to carry on the struggle, only a criminal hand would
try to sphit the J.S.U.

I< there anvbody ready to undenake this freasonable task?

From Oran, the so-called committee of the " National
Socialist Youth ™ writes to the Young Socialist International
demanding the exclusion of the glorious JS.U., and demanding
s recognition as the representative of Spamish vouth in the
Young Socialist International.

Despite their infamous betrayval and with revelting cynic'sm,
hated by the young Spamish Socialists and Communists and repre-
senting nobody, they are demanding our exclusion on the pretext
that some of the leaders and active members of the 1.S.U. are
members of the Communist Party.

This is true, and we have never denied 11, We call to mind
that the unanimous decision of the Exccutive Commitice of the
Young Socialist International was taken at Amsterdam to admit
us into their ranks, after having heard a report in which Com-
rade Carrillo declared :

“Gince our unification, our Federation has ceased
lo be an organisation of the youth of one Party and
has become a mass non-Parly organisation of working-
class youth. But this has not prevented us from maintain-
ing cordial relations with the partics and organisations of the
Popular Front, and especially with the Socialist and Com-
munist parties. the two great defenders of our unity.

“ Our Unified Federation which is the product of the
union of Young Socialists and Communists, whose militant

workers are taught to love unity, agreed to ratify affiliation
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fication took place of character or cur:'n pProviding no modi-

in the absolute necessity of the unity nm‘;g'u We bFr'F“
and Communists as a basis for the unity of all wﬂ;rksiocxﬂnn
youth :;ﬂhlgnﬂ for liberty and peace. ng-class
“We have not changed our fla ' isar
of the working-class }'rﬂg.lth n c:u:%l. :uﬂ:l'rl; n;f;““"'.m
Youth International by the fusion of the Ynun‘g e
and Young Socialist Internationals uniting the youth
upq:mn& up new perspectives for victory, -
" We arc convinced that the Federati
4 plice inside the Young Socialist Intcrnﬁ?iggnﬁnlﬁnauw‘m
a hght in this direction.” o,
I'he Executive Commitice of the Young

. . . Sociali
national, after hearing this report, ‘atist Inter.

took the following deaision

unammously :

" Having heard with the utmost interest the report of
Comrade Carrillo on the position of the Unified Youth we
enthusiastically  confirm  the affiliation of the Unliﬁed
Socialist Youth of Spain to the Young Socialist Inter
natiwonal.” i

Nothing has changed in our organisation since that
Consequently, there
Amsterdam decision.

It appears that, on arriving in Paris, Comrade Lamoneda has
changed his opimion on the necessity of maintaining unity among
the youth and has demanded from the leadership of the Young
Socialist International that the JS.U. be excluded. He wanils
them to recognise not the so-called Committee of National
Socialist Youth, but a new Committee created by himself, and
of which young Spaniards have not the slightest knuwledg:'.

At a time when we most need help and collaboration in order
to carry on the struggle against Franco. the threat of expulsion
from the runks of the Young Socialist International weighs
heiavily on the heroic Unified Socialist Youth of Spain. But we
hope that this threat will not materialise; that young Socialists
and young revolutionaries will not permit it and will stand
solid with their Spanish brothers.

Thut is why we feel alarmed when we see how, after the
blows aimed it us by fascism which have had considerable reper-
cussions on the man-power of the J.S.U., the situation is being
aggravated by bureaucratic action. Such actions, as the exclus-
on of the British Lubour League of Youth, one of the most
important organisations of the Young Socialist International,
tegether with the internal ditliculties of the Belgian Young
Socialist Guard and the expulsion by the national | ip of
one of its most important, strong and valuable sections, the
Brussels Federation: this will undoubtedly have ssrious con-
sequences for the strength and unity of the Belgian Young
Socialist Guard.

[T these examples of the liquidation of a very im 1
part of the forces of the International, already depleted
of the setting up of fascism in other countries, are followed by
the expulsion of the Spanish 1.S.U. which has 50,000 members in
the French refugee camps alone, it will seriously threaten the
very existence of the Young Socialist International itself, and
may cven bring the danger of its disappearance in the future.

This can only help fascism, and we think, quite to the con-
trary. that the Young Socialist International must be
against the manceuvres of all the splitting elements who are fight-
Ing against anti-fascist youth unity, thus betraying the cause of
Socialism and peace. X

The Spanish people will regain its liberty by helping to con-
solidate peace and liberty all over the world, by 13
unity and removing the traitors who wish to b it In this
struggle, the J.S.U. will, as always, take its place in the front line.
In these conditions, however, our Federation can only consider its
exclusion from the Young Socialist International as a fascist
measure. We are sure that the revolutionary and M youth
of the world will not tolerate this without ﬂﬁ)‘iﬂliﬂm
ing most strongly. 53 '

Paris, June 8, 1939,

is no reason for the modification of the

5.l
‘H"Il

[T

The National Executive Commitiee "fil
of the Socialist Youth of Spain.
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