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Open Letter to the Young
Communists of all Countries

We publish in this number the open letter to the Young Communists
of all countries issued by the European Conference of secretaries of the
Young Communist Leagues, on the History of the Communist Party
{ Bolsheviks) of the U.S.S.R.

The History of the Communist Party of the USS.R. ought to
hecome the text-book of every Young Communist ; it ought to be in the
hands of all conscious voung revolutionaries and all young anti-fascists.
Every organisation of Communist youth understands what value this
work has for the vounger generation. Thus the task of mass distribution
falls upon all.

Already several leagues have decided upon their distribution plans
and schemes of study, but the resulis are still very slight in comparison
with the immensity of the task. There is nor a minute to be lost in
increasing the tempo of distribution. Let us take part in organising
mass sales in the capitals, in the large provincial towns and in the remotest
villages : let us go from door 1o door: let us increase the number of
campaigns : let us create a spirit of emulation among our members and
our organisations. In order to carry out our struggle well, there is no
more important task than that of making widely known to our generation
the glorious history of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of the USS.R.,
the Party of Lenin and Stalin,

rFEHE treasures of Marxism-Leninism have just been enriched by the

publication of the ** History of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) ™

of the US.S.R. Edited by a commission of the Central Committee of
the Bolshevik Party. with the personal collaboration of Comrade Stalin,
this book constitutes the greatest event in the ideological life of the
revolutionary movement of our times. This work has been translated
into most languages ; millions of copics have already been sold and are

cing studied in all countrices.

The History of the Communist Party of the US.S.R.is the history
of the victorious Party of Lenin and Stalin, the Party with the richest
experience of revolutionary struggles, the Party which leads ghe first
Socialist State of workers and peasants. Under its leadership, Tsaris
was destroyed, the capitalist system abolished, and the Government
of workers and peasants cstablished over onesixth of the globe.
Under its leadership, forcign armies, which for four years attempted
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o strangle the revolution, were crushed.  The apents o
nternational capitalism and fascism, the Trotskyist-Bukharimte
EANR, were unmasked as o group of assassins, spics and saboteurs
and punished by the justice of the people.  Under the Pariy's
I:‘&hh:rhhuj the Stalinist Constitution was promulgated, the most
cemocratic constitution in the world, which records the achieve-
menis of the Sovie: I\_"ﬂp‘_q: and shows the Way to the "gi‘lfn ted ol
the whole world. Under its leadership the two first Five Yoo
Plans were accomplished, giving the country o socialist industry
and agriculiure, To-day, with the third Five-Year Plan, a country
Of 170,000,000 inhabitants i accomplishing the final construction
of Socialism and bep nning the eradual transition to Communism.

The History of the Communist Party of the USS.R, s the
history of the Party which was and s the advance-guard of the
siruggle for peuce

~ It has plaved and continues to play this role, for, in the course
o its activity and under all conditions, 11 has ¢arried on a resolute
strugele agams? * unjust wars, wars of conquest wared to conguer
and enslave foreign countrics and foreizn nations.' (Historny of
the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R., p. 168, English edition.)
At the same time, it has upheld and continues to uphold
Just wars that are not wars of conquest, but wars of liberation
waged to defend the people from foreign attack and from attempls
1o enslave them, or to liberate the people from capitalist slavery,
or. Jastly, to liberate colonies and dependent countries from the
voke of mmpernialism.”  (History of the Communist Party of the
US.S.R., pages 167168, English edition.)

This position destroys the pacifist theory of concessions 10
the aggressor, the cowardly theory of “slavery is preferable to
death.” It provides an example for youth in heroes such as the
rartisan Chapaev, the leader of the Black Sea, André Marty, and
the implacable accuser of fascism in the Leipzig trial, Georgi
Dimitroff. The History of the Bolshevik Party tears the mask
from those who are aiding and encouraging fascist aggression by
their policy of non-intervention and the Munich policy.,

Thut 1s why the Sovier Union is to-day the principal bulwark
against wars of fascist aggression. That 1s why the Soviet Union
is to-day the principal support of the peoples and nations frehting
tar keep their freedom and their independence against fascist
ATeresiors.

The History of the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. is the
history of the Party which succeeded in uniting the working class
and winning to its side its natural allies, the peasantry and the
uroan muddle classes. To achieve such unity and such alliances,
the Party fought and defeated all those who fomented disruption
wothin the ranks of the working ¢lass and the labouring masses,
The principles of Lenin and Stalin which guided the Bolsheviks in
their struggle for umty provide the strategic plan for the united
front of the working class, for the democratic people’s front,

Thus the History ol the Communist Party of the U.SS.R.
<hows us, the youth, the clements making for success in the
struggle for the unification of working-class vouth, for the unity
of the younger gencration, for a greater participation of vouth in
the work for national and international unity of the working class,
the condition for victorious strugele against fascism,

The History of the Communist Party of the U.SS.R. contains
the essentials of Marxist-Leninist ideology.,

" The study of the heroic history of the Bolshevik Party arms
us with a1 knowledge of the laws of social development and of the
political siruggle, with a4 knowledge of the motive forces of
revolution.”  (Introduction to the History.) It shows us how 1o
reach unity of theory and practice, which is the basis of Marxism-
Leninism, and of which the whole history of the Bolshevik Party
is a brilliant example. The history of the Bolshevik Party teaches
us that Marxist-Leninist theory 1s not a dogma, but a science,
bound up with the realities of social life and, consequently,
develops together with social development and is enriched with
the new experiences of the working-class struggle.

The History of the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. teaches
us the immense role played by Comrade Stalin at the side of Lenin
in the course of preparations for revolution, in the decisive days
which gave power 1o the working class, during the war against
the armies of intervention, in the years of consolidation of Soviet
power and after the death of Lenin in the victorious struggle for
e construction of Socialism under conditions of capitalist en-
' and in face of the treacherous agents of the enemy.

—_—

Comrade Stahin, successor in Lenin’s work, has develo . |
enriched Marsist-Leninist theory., He s the great guide “’#‘n& ,,'
for the working class of the world, and to him go out the hearyg
nmullions of men devoled to justice, liberty and peace. “

This book, which contains the epic of the Party which has Jed
4 whole people to the realisation of what, for centuries, has beeg

ble dream of some few advanced minds, is destined e

the noble
hecome the bedside book of every young Communist.

11 1s the powerful weapon which shows the world moy 'l'_
ot Young Communists how to overcome ils ideological w,
nesses, Every Young Communist should study the hil‘lﬂr}' gfh
Party to find out the essential ¢lements of ‘."h’[an.iﬂ-Lcniniﬂ ﬂm,
which arc indispensable for a clear understanding of ﬂlﬂ’“-
problems and for solving the tiusks before him.  Absorption illﬁl
nractical work of the Young Communist Leagues to the neglect of
theory is onc of the worst faults, which must at all
vorrected.  Young Communists must educiate themselves ideo-
logically if they want to become conscicntious Communists aad
trustworthy leaders for the youth of the working class.

Study of this book should be carried out perseveringly—
nothing is learnt without cffort. But what a joy for every Y,
Communist when, as a result of that etfort, his brain grasps the
laws of sociul development, the science of Marxism-Leninism
The struggle in which he takes part will appear to him in all itg
areatness in relation to the struggles of generations which went
hefore, in relation to struggles carried on by millions of other
human beings in the effort to build a society, freed for ever from
exploitation of man by man. ' 8

As the essential method, we recommend and :m‘i‘
personal study of the History of the Communist Party of the
US.S.R.; at the same time, forms of collective study must be
utilised and organised; study circles inciuding young people of the
same political level, led by qualified teachers appointed by the
Communist Party: theoretical conferences scrupulously prepared:
4 system of reading and discussion; articles in the press on
particular problems concerning the History.

Together with study. the widest possible distribution of the
History of the Bo!shevik Party of the U.SS.R. must be considered
a point of honour with every member of the Young Communist
l.cague. Let us develop campaigns of all kinds to distribute it
among the entire anti-fascist youth. There where competition
has been organised for distribution, the Young Communists must
be the most active participants, the shock brigades. All localand
central organisat:ons must stake their honour on reaching agre
sales figures. g

Among the student youth in capitalist countries, the History
of the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. must be specially dis=
tributed in order 1o heip them to take their place at the '
the working ¢lass, the c¢lass of progress and of the future.

The whole of the vounger generation is interested in the reads -.
ing and study of the History of the Bolshevik Party of the =
U.S.S.R., because in this book it will find the answer 10 e
problems which it raises desperately at a period when the forces
of obscurantism are trying to destroy hope in a future of human
brotherhood.

Thanks to the Party of Lenin and Stalin, SOI'HTW; "
found the solution to the problems of the present and the future.
It does not know unemployment; before it the paths of scienee
and progress arc opening widely. It is ready, at any insiani i@
defend with unparalleled heroism the conquests of the Revoiulion
and the sacred territory of the fatherland. The I'lﬂll-ﬂ
Soviet vouth illuminates the way for the ‘,u.ﬁg-
the capitalist countries in their struggle for '.;-"11‘,._--}:-
crowning achievement of the monumental work cllﬂd " 1’;
Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of the US.S.R. Bt oy

In the light of the History of the W CERRY, AP
sheviks) of the U.S.S.R., every Young Communisi S ot AL e
anti-fascist, will find new and powerful stimulus for Ris SUSEEC
his faith in victory, his love for and confidence in QUE SIESEES
and the country of Socialism. Sacrifices in the struggle et
to him a duty which one accepls enlhusia ""’-;;-5-‘&11:.‘ G 1
ideal of Communism which opens ﬁ 1«
12
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Campaign of the Y.C.L. of Great Britain for the Study

of the History of

rl"‘H[:': publication of the Mistory of the Conmunist Party of the

-.‘er'h'nf Unidon (Belshevils) has given a tremendous impetus
10 the desire among the vouth of Britain for collective education
and self-education in Marxist-Leninist theory., Never has any

book received such a warm welcome or taken such a firm hold
of youth,

_ The Eleventh National Conference of the Y.C.L., in its reso-
lution on education, correctly summed up the thoughts of all s
members who had read the History. * Qur gencration 1s for-
tunite indeed, in that now every young worker who wishes o
study Socialism and play some partin the battle for the liberation
of mankind from all forms of cxploitation and oppression, may
be guided from the beginning by the History of the Party of
Lenin and Stalin.” '

A nincteen-vear old apprentice compositor from the East
End of London has expressed his impressions of the History in
the following words:

" Reading the Hisiory of the C.P.S.U. (B) is a step in
onc’s life that can, perhaps, be termed a landmark. Not in
the sense that all one has to do is to open the covers and
read, but because it contains such lessons, such rich ex-
periences, that if one reads and assimilates these lessons and
experiences, 1t must have the effect of a tremendous stimulus
to the thoughts and actions of the reader.”

One of the results of the History of the C.P.S.U. (B.) is to
Impress upon cvery young reader a deeper conviction of the
victory of Socialism. A young worker from Clydebank, Scot-
land, writes that * the book shows any person that capitalism
can be replaced by Socialism.”

At a time when the reactionary leaders of the Labour Move-
ment are making strenuous efforts to strait-jacket the Labour
Youth within the irksome limits of an organisation restricted to
electioneering and social activities, the History of the C.P.S.U.
(B.) is showing the youth of Britain the Bolshevik path of com-
bining theory and practice. education with participation in the
struggles of the workers. Writing on this point, a young London
worker notes that “often a statement of Lenin's has cropped
up, namely, that the mass of people will gain true socialist under-
standing only in the course of their cxperiences in the bitter class
struggle against capitalist exploitation and oppression. At last
the truth of this has been proven, for me, in the stirring pages of
the History of the C.P.S.U. (B.).

~Nor are the young readers of the History slow to draw prac-
tical conclusions for the improvement of our organisation and
activities, For example, a 17-year old woodworker writes :

" One of the main lessons for our youth movement to be
drawn from the History is the importance Lenin attached
to the establishment of a political newspaper.”

He then links this with the need for greater support to the
Challenge campaign,

These few extracts illustrate the profound impression the
History of the Bolshevik Party makes on all who read it. Un-
fortunately there are still many in the Y.C.L. who do not under-
stand that it is just the book that tens and hundreds of thousands
of youth are searching for, a book that shows them the only way
out of the terrible conditions of exploitation and oppression with
which they arc afllicted. There are still many who are quite
satisfied if the History of the C.PS.U. (B.) s read by the select
few whom they consider the * best ™ or " more advanced * mem-
bers of their Y.C.L, branch. Such people have themselves learnt

the C.P.S.U. (B.)

nothing from the History and stand in the way of others learning
from 1.

. An excellent answer 1o such incﬂrjigjb!c weelarians 1% pro-
vided by the example of one small boys’ school. In this small
school of 80 boys the Y.C.L. group placed a copy of the History
in the school reading room. The interest was so great that 20

out of the 80 boys bought copics, while even more read the book
and attended study circles.

To encourage branches and members in selling the History.
the educational department of the Y.C.L. is organising a com-

petition and offering as prizes copics of Soviet Communism by
Svdney and Beatrice Webb.

Another expression of this entirely false and sectarian esti-
mation of both the History and the capacity of youth to learn,
Is seen sometimes in the argument that the study of the History
1s " too difficult ™ for * ordinary " members, who must first go
through this, that or the other preliminary courses.

. However, this attitude is being broken down. znd the
insistence of the members themsclves is overcoming the objec-
tions of such * superior ™ people.

An indication of the improvement in the educational work
of the Y.C.L. branches may be seen from the fact that S0 per
cent of the League branches have appointed and registered with
the Central Educational Department their branch education sec-
retaries. Of course, the fact that 50 per cent of the branches have
stll to take this simple step indicates how much has yet to be
done. All branches which appoint and register with the Central
Education DcFar:mcnt their branch education secretary receive
free a copy of a * Handbook ** which has been most helpful in
improving educational work in the branches.

A Lecture Outline on * What we can learn from the History
of the C.P.S.U. (B.) " has been used in many branches as the basis
for open lectures to popularise the book and prepare for classes.
However, very many branches have still not taken this elemen-
tary step.

In practically every district, week-end schools for leading
members of the History of the C.P.S.U. (B.) have been carried
through. The main concentration now is on completing four-
lesson classes in all branches for the branch committce members
and selected leading comrades.

While Challenge has carried quite a number of articles
popularising the History, even more interesting is the way in
which the History has been utilised in a series of discussion
articles. For example, it has been used most effectively in articles
which discussed the standpoint of Christian Youth on social
problems,

Little has been done to encourage and assist comrades in
self-study of the History, but, in part at least, this is now being
remedied. Full use will be made of the correspondence course
of Marx-House. Under this scheme comrades receive ¢ach month
a guide to the study of a section of the History and submit an
essay answering certain questions which are put.

While all of this shows a certain progress in the educational
work of the Y.CL., based on the study of the History of the
C.P.S.U. (B.) it also shows quite clearly how weak this work still

IS,
“

NOTICE
Until further notice all subscriptions and communications
for * World Youth Review ™ should be seat to Central Pablica-
tions 16 King Street, Covent Garden London, W.C.2.
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United Front and Youth

Message from the Soviet Youth to the Youth of Spain

I v with indignation that we have learned through o

A omsomolskava Pravda that the enemies of anti-fascist unit)
who have penetrated into the leadership of the Socialist Youth
International are preparing  treachery ~the expulsion ot the
Young Socialist Youth of Spain from the ranks ot the YA
This infamous deed cannot fal to rouse decent people throughou!
the world, We do not doubt for an instant that our teeling ot
anger s shared by mullions of Soviet youth and the younger
cencration of anti-tascists an all countries,

We have faith and we know that the struggle of the Spanish
people against fascism is not ended.  In persistent and herot
strugeles, the United Socialist Youth has been and remaans an
immense and unconquerable force against the enems, | :

So the agents of Franco are trying by every means in their
power 1o break the militancy of Spamish anti-fascist youth. In
Spain itself, the fascist butchers unleash a wave of terror and flood
the country with blood. In France, a so-called democracy. thou-
sands of yvoung Spanish champions in the struggle tor n-
dependence have been thrown into concentration camps, subjected
to inhuman martyrdom and unheard-of tortures.

11 15 quite evident that the enemics of unity who are working
within the leadership of the Y.S.I are in league with Franco
Agents,

These cowards, trantors 1o the cause of democracy, progress
and liberty, arouse sublime indignation, hatred and contempt n
our minds.

For three years the youth of the world united their forces to

the

help the Spanish Republic,. The best representatives of this

have spult their blood on many fronts and sacrificed their lives in
the cause of the Spanish people. Under fire and beneath the
banner of struggle for ellective help for the Spanish people, unity
was forged between the advanced youth of all countries.

We are convinced that in the harshest hour of trial now upon
the Spanish people, the younger generation and anti-fascisy
throughout the world will have enough strength and cnough
courage 1o unmask the traitors and check the miscrable activity
of the disruptionists within the Y.S.L. and the Second
International.

The struggle against fascism demands unbreakable unity in
the ranks of working-class youth. This unity is greater to-day
than ever. We hope that anti-fascist youth will know how o
safeguard its unity of strugele.

lLong hLive international anti-fascist unmily of the young
generation!

Long live the heroic and glorious youth of Spain, lovers of
liberty!

Tatiana Feodorova, deputy 10 the Supreme Soviel of the
U.S.S.R., hero of the Soviet Umon: P, Desnitski; S. Mikhalkoy,
wriler, hero of the Soviet Union: M. Raskova; A. Yakovlev, con-
struction-engineer, test pilot: E. Mednikova, laureate of inter.
national contests, violinist; Boriy Goldstein: Z. Troitskaia, chiel
of the Moscow district railways, G. Znamenski, sports leader,
ballet artist at the Great Academic Theatre of the USS.R.;: 0.
Lepechinshaia.

The Glorious United Youth of Spain

The U.S.Y.S. Shamefully Attacked by the Enemies of Unity, is Strong in the
Support of All Anti-Fascist Youth.

It is with profound indignation that the anti-fasgist youth ol
the whole world has learned the intention of the leadership ot
the Sociabist Youth International to exclude from its ranks the
glorious United Socialist Youth of Spain.

Does 1t reproach them with having achieved, against the
Lascist rebellion, unity of the anti-fascist and revolutionary youth
of Spain?  Does it reproach them with having achieved, against
the foreign invasion, nattonal unity of all Spanish youth? Does
it reproach them with having succumbed 1o the blows of Hitler
and Mussolini, so well aided by * non-intervention ! Does it
reproach them with having succumbed to the blows o! the
Casadist treachery?  If at is that, then let the Socialist Youth
international, at s Congress of Lille, turn against others, but
not against the glorious struggle led by the US.Y.S. against
defeatists and trators.

Does it reproach them for having wanted to continue the
fight in spite of temporary defeat, and with that object, does it
think it can solate them while Franco s assassinating the best
of their militants?  Does it reproach with having for 32 months,
obstructed and retarded the plans of international Fascism, at
the price of its own blood? Does the International reproach
them with having. by their resistance, helped the people of
Cizechoslovakia, betrayed at Munich? Does the International
reproach them for having in their struggle, prevented Hitler from
making carlier his demands to Poland? Does it reproach them
‘with having, by their struggle, retarded Mussolini’s seizure of
Albania?

. The Young Socialist International, the leaders of the French
sague of Young Socialists—do they reproach them with haviies
jefended, for nearly three years, the frontier of the Pyrences?

\

Does the International reproach them and does it want the youth
of Belgium, Holland, Switzerland and Denmark 1o forget, that
the struggle of the Spanish people and its youth has saved them
ull to-day from the greed o1 Hitler?

Does the International reproach them with having allowed
the best of German and ltalian voung revolutionaries in the Inters
national Brigades to fight within the Spanish Pcopie’s Army
against their executioners? Does the Internationz| reproach them
with having, by their example, roused the enthusiasm and inter-
national solidarity of the youth of all countries and the largest
sections of the international of Socialist
Sweden, Denmark and Norwayv?

for having reccived powerful support and the boundless love
of the magnificent youth of the great Soviet Union, the country

of victorious Socialism?

Youth, such as
Does it reproach them

. |
¥

-
¥
1
]

We hope thut the leadership of the International of Socialist

Youth, the Executive Committee of the Young Socialist Inter-
national, and the Congess of Lille, would not wish (o erect, on

o L i

Franco’s example, a * law of responsibility ** against the

United Socialist Youth and that they would not try to

the greatest ¢rime in the history of the revolutionary youth
movement. | i
Long live the United Socialist Youth of Spain! an example

of unity and heroism for the youth of the whole world! = 2
d in

; -
o
% -

i

That is the cry of young anti-fascists all over the wor
solidarity with the United Socialist Youth. . st ol
NotE: Since the above was written the leadership of the

Young Socialist International has struck a further blow at unit)
;u:d dE-cillml to expel the United Socialist Youth of Spain.

l*

o
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Resolutions of Solidarity

THE CONGRFESS OF THE IN e
s . INTERNATIONAL SOC -

Rl‘-:“ﬂ(_lhflhlh(l [h‘;ll Ih‘l:' Elfllﬂ'plﬂ' in Hp;“n s ot at an end
i “mggrlzuf"ﬂ,‘imngl}lfal the youth of Spain has not abandoned
of the l‘iﬁll‘-gmlmi -mr_mlu and his foreign allies, the Congress
o b declares I[:«EI!- proud 10 belong to the same Inter-
.:+ 1onal as the 1.[1|_h,-d Socialist Youth of Spain, whose heroic
C\ample in organising resistance ugainst the fascist invaders
whose work during the war at the front and in the rear znd
whose work at present in Spain and in the concentration camps,

have been and remain a : I
i am an example for the working ¢luss v
ol the whole world. Sl

The Congress of the 1.S.S.F. declares that it will oppose any

sliempt at exclusion of the USYS. f - S,
International. rom the Young Social «i

The League of Young Communists of Norway has just
published a manifesto, from which we reproduce a few extracts
on the solidarity of Norwegian youth with the U.S.Y.S. in its
struggle against the enemics of unity :

The enemies of unity within the Young Socialist Inter-
national  will  try a1 the Lille Congress to exclude the
glorious United Socialist Youth of Spain from the ranks of the
International. This would be u shameful and repellent act,
«n insufferable insult to the heroic young Socialists who offered
their lives in the defence of Spain, liberty and democracy. Those
of the leadership who are preparing this crime seem to wish to
complete the handiwork of the ltalo-German acroplanes and
the traitors who delivered Spain and its glorious vouth into
servitude. What are the reasons inspiring them with such a base
intention against the U.S.Y.S.? vou will ask. The U.S.Y.S. and its
500,000 members demanded, several times, the achievement of
international unity ; it wanted to show its will to unity by main-
taining friendly relations with the Young Communist Inter-
ational. That is its crime.

We pledge ourselves with the working class youth of Nor-
way, to remain in solidarity with the youth of Spain, and we
count, too, on our fricnds in the working class vouth of Norway
to prevent this criminal plan.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE LEAGUE OF SWISS SOCIALIST
STUDENTS

To the lcadership of the Young Socialist International at
the Congress of the Y.S.L, from July 29 to August 3, 1939,

During the heroic struggle of the Spanish people, every
day brought us fresh proof of the brilliant and inspiring manner
in which the United Socialist Youth of Spain was able. not
only to mobilisc the Spanish youth against fascist aggression
and lead them with exemplary courage, but also to show the
youth of the whole world how magnificent and encouraging are
the results obtained from unity between Young Sociabsts and
Young Communists.

So we are all the more indignant to learn that there are
in our International elements which are not ashamed to dispute
the right of the United Socialist Youth of Spain to the place
of honour they deserve in the International. Before the entry
of the United Socialist Youth of Spain to our International,
Comrade Carillo declared without reserve that among the United
Socialist Youth of Spain there was fraternal unity between the
Young Socialists and the Young Communists, Expressly
approving this report from Carillo, the Executive Committee
of the Socialist Youth International, at the time of the admis-
sion of the United Socialist Youth of Spain to the Young
Socialist International, unanimously adopted a resolution In
favour of this affiliation.

—e e

Nothung has changed in the United - 1=
Spain, except that this organisation has ﬁ“ﬁﬁtli?ilp}:dwm n'f
ples of herowsm in the struggle against fascism. So it
o us absolutely impossible that our Socialist Youth Inter-
national could exclude the United Socialist Youth of Scain 3
icague nightly honoured by zll youth and which in France :’th:;n:

stll has 50,000 members. Such a st
= . 4 step coul
[ranco and his allies. p could profit none bui

Together with all sincere Young Social; '
with all sinc g Socialists, aware of their
debt 1o the United Socialist Youth of Spain, we demand that
tins organisation be recognised, with all the honours due 10 it
#» @ section of the Socialist Youth International. 1

Strong in our Socialist conviction, we shall struggle untir-
ingly for this goal and we do not doubt that the Socalist Youth
Imcrl!:tlmnul will reject fmtungly the proposals of the dailardly
enemics of the United Socialist Youth of Spain, a tried organi-
sation whose cxperience in the struggle offers such priceless
lessons to young Socialists such as ourselves.  Socialists we
salute them, )

L L ] - ™ -

MESSAGE FROM THE BUREAU OF THE FRENCH
YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

The Burcau of the Young Communist League, having
lcarned through the press of the holding at Lille, on July 0
next, of the Congress of the Young Socialist International,
salutes the members of the congress and wishes them all
SUCCESS.

. It expresses once again the will to unity of the Communist
Youth of France which remembers that the enemy confronts us.

After having noted an article appearing in the Cri des
Jeunes of May 15, over the signature of E. Ollenhaver, Secre-
tary of the Young Socialist International, the Bureau of the
League registers its expressed intention of struggling against
fascism and defending democratic liberties,

This statement gives more force to our indignation against
the unchallenged rumours about the malicious blow in prepa-
ration by the cnemics of unity within the Young Socialist In-
ternational, namely the exclusion of the valiant United Socialist
Youth of Spain from the ranks of the Socialist Youth
International,

I'his infamous act proposed by cowards who treacherously
stabbed the Spanish Republic in the back, cannot leave decent
people indifferent throughout the world.

In taking such a decision, the leadership of the voung
Socialist movement would accomplish the greatest of all crimes
against working class youth.

In associating themselves with such a base act, the leader-
ship of the Socialist Youth of France would make itself the
accomplice of those who act in league with the agents of Franco.
Pronouncing the exclusion of the United Socialist Youth of
Spain from the ranks of the Young Socialist International means
associating themselves with the Daladier Government in its
campaigns against those who have fought for our hberty and the
peace of the world.

The Burcau of the Young Communist League calls on all
Young Communists and the entire working class youth of
France to prevent such a deed being carried oul.

Young volunteers for liberty, soldiers, officers, commissars

of the International Brigades, do not allow the disruptionist agents
of the enemy to triumph. Your motto, “United as in -

at the side of your Spanish brothers, must triumph.

Long live the anti-fascist unity of struggle of the youth of
the world.

Long live the heroic and noble youth of Spain!

,ﬁ'
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The_ C?ngress of the Young
Socialist International

By Vicior Joannes
(Secretary of the Y.C.L. of France.)

()LR Young Communist League of France has taken upai
fself the great task of uniting working-class youth.

Fhe work of our Jast congress, at Easter 1939, was animated
by a strong SPITIL Of unity.  From our irst session a message was
sent from the Congress to the delegates of the Socialist Youth
Mmecting at the same time at their national assembly at Toulowse

Receiving

no answer, we renewed our proposals inoa lette
dared Apnil 22,

~ On M_ﬂ}' N, a month after our first message, Comrade Max
Norel, national secretary of the Socialist Youth, briefly acknow-
leged our letter.

Much tume had been lost, but we felt justiticd in expecting
that decisions were being arrived at with the care demanded by
the situation. It was not so. The enemies of unity within the
ranks of the young Socialists managed to dJdelay the answer
awarted by the working-class vouth of France

Such an attitude does not reflect the will of the widest strata
of Socialist vouth. Indeed, there are many districts where come-
mon achion already takes place. Faced with the harsh realitics
of life, of the struggle for the defence of standards of hving, the
Young Socialist draws nearer to his brother, the Young Com-
munist. He Kknows that his isolation serves none but his
cexploiters, His enemy he secs face to face on the other side of
the barricades and not at his side, not in those who are strugeling
against Fascism and social reaction,

~ Partisan passion does not blind him to the extent of making
him forget the unti-fascist struggle in favour of the anti-com-
munist struggle.  Further, honest youth considers unity as its
pledge of victory.

This opimon 1s expressed forcibly by the Young Socialists of
the Aisnte district, who wrote, in reply to proposals from our
Young Communists:

“ Nol underestimating the seriousness of present events,
the Young Socialists attach great importance to the pact of
unity of action.”™

This idea of action and united action extends far bevond the
borders of our country. The Conference of the Young Com-
munist Leagues has expressed this will of bending all its forces to
the victory over Fascism.

The pledge of victory is national and international unity.

On July 29 and 30, before the Congress of the Young
Socialist International, there will take place at Phalempin
great mecting of Socialist Youth. On the 31st, at Lille, the Con-
gress takes place, Our comrades have chosen France in which
to hold their international assemblics. For us it is an opportunity,
while welcoming the delegates, to remind them once again of our
desire for unity,

In the letter sent to the Executive Committee of the Young
Socialist International by the representatives of our Young Com-
munist International and the secretaries of the European Leagues,
the proposal was made for united ‘' ¢common action for the
preservation of peace, for the defence of the liberties and rights
ul‘dyauth. for help for refugee victims of reaction and Fascism,
and to stop the terror in Spain, Czechoslovakia and Austria."

o Comrade Emile Ollenhauer, sccretary of the Young Socialist
iplcrmunml. in an article published in the Cri des Jeunes on

May 15, 1939, expressed this necessity for common action,

. “In grave times,” he wriles, ** we address ourselves once
more o the Socialist youth ;‘f the world, calling on it to
monsirate in common "—and he adds further on: * and

o prove to the world that lhf'}'ﬂ'uﬂ:ﬂ generation of the j
workine class remains faithful, in spite of all da |
threats, to the wdeal of Socialism and that it is
to resist the attacks of Fascism and the sinister,
ne dangers of a new world conflagration, with
enthusiasm and devotion of youth.”

i

ﬁ‘i
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It 15 clear that such an appeal is not addressed only to Y(“ :
Socialists organised in the ranks of the Young Socialist _
national,  Our Communist Youth is, indeed, an integral part of
the young generation of the working class which has the jdey)

of a Socialist transformation of society and its full achmm
in Communist society.

As we are fighters in the cause of peace, s0 we never give up
the deal of hiberty.

But if it is thus, the logical consequence of the work of the
[ille Congress should be the acceptance of the proposal contained
m our letter of June 13, nameiy :

“That the Young Socialist International and the Yl
Communist International issue a common appeal agaipss
war, for the construction of a peace front with the USSR,
and for the support of the peoples of Spain, Czechoslovakia
and Austria, that both our Internationals carry on a com-
mon campaign on this basis, and that, in the capitals of the
principal countries in Europe meetings be organised with
speakers from both our Internationals.”™ -

It is true that acts are not always in perfect accord with
words, For example, Comrade Qllenhauer writes:

“ At Lille we shall raise our voice in protest against
Fascism’'s rule of violence which tries to oppress ever fresh
nations and so impose its hegemony over all Europe. We
shall athrm our determined will 1o defend democratic Liber-
ties and the social rights of nations against the barbarism of
fascism,”

But, at the same instant that such declarations are bei
made, undenied rumours are circulating about the exclusion
the United Sociahist Youth of Spain from the ranks of the Young
Socialist International. The accomplishment of such an act
would be an unforgivable crime against working-class youth. It
would be, in fact, a very strange method of raising one's voice
in protest against Fascism's rule of violence. T

To become indignant, only then to allow the enemics of
unity to have their way, means, in two words, serving Fascsm,
It is obvious to everyone that reactionary and disruptive clements
are in this way working in league with the agents of Franco.

The cowards and traitors who stabbed the Spanish Republie
im the back now want to complele their work of du.mw by
attacking the glorious United Socialist Youth of Spain. Will our
comrades in the Socialist Youth of France, Mrlﬂ:ﬁx 3
Max Norel and Bernard Chochy, allow such a deed to be carmied
omt? Are their appeals for help o A8

for the Spanish refugees suf

fering in the French concentration camps y woids? _::,

In voting for the exclusion, will they complete the p
and moral miseries endured by 50,000 young
United Socialist Youth in France?

That would be quick forgetfulness of the gle
written with the noble blood of youth which fought fo
democracy, liberty and peace. o

No! It cannot be! Tt shall not be.

Young Socialist workers and with lhétn.,',_ QUng
fascists will rise with indignation against such an expuision.

All those who have followed with ndxmr_qign' |
the heroic Spanish youth will rally against the U
enemies of unity of the young working ¢l o

What youth awaits from the Congress of L
decision against unity. On the contrary, il GEmands i
dcllxqﬂ:-‘eidm yh thh:encwgr_ _ylgrﬁ' llulg._' millly ,nl,‘;,_  should
achie with ommunist Youth. It demands for i
that everything be done for the victory over Fascism.

e
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The Congress of the Socialist Students

IN SPITE OF DISRUPTIONIST :
AHRUEPLIONIST MAN(LUVRES. UNITY
WILL BE REINFORCED . UNITY

"IH the object of -
| - ject of weakening unity S gk
Communist swidents, £ 1y between Socialist and

Holland and Denmark do nntlhf st delegates of France,

shrink from striking blows agains
nr.;ltmnl of Socialist Students
e Second e Internation: anc u-
‘Ejmtk-ltu'r* ‘.‘:u\:lilll*:m was held on July Il":.u?t:ltjl:‘::h?‘irff:? {J:j “il‘i
:r.';:r:rt::rl;;::-dm:1:‘;:::- cslﬁ:kr.:ca huind;‘?d delegates and observers
_ \ S ang ! anisg
ians of Socabist, Communist and Ip:sgrc?::?;::]p‘?ﬁ?{; T
, I'he first sesston, under the chairmanship of De Brouckére
:Tmfl‘Hm‘uhpn!urnrﬁuntinuu Carillo, peneral secretary of 1hr.;
,in'l.hd.h?.::m]-l“ ‘:nmh Of Spain, Spencer, secretary of the
Alliance, e, representative of the Young Communist Inter-
national and Morin, secrctary of the French Soctalist Students
was dominated by an obvious spirit of unity. In turn, Morris of
the Socialist students and Daudin of the Communist students
welcomed the delegates by praising unity and cexpressing the
wish to see it strengthened in the Congress,
I,-\Hcr_th_c speeches of De Brouckere, Bouthonnier. and
Santiago Carillo, the first session closed with 2 toast to the dele.
gates ‘b:.' twhc': I'rench Communist and Socialist students.
I'he Second session heard the speech of Ferri, greeting the

their own International Feder
I'he Second Congress

l— George Dimitroff Greets Congress of Socialist and
Communist Students

" My best thanks for vour kind inv
possible for me-—for reasons
Socialist and Communist students.

of aggression, and against fascism

_ itation to take part in the second Congress of the Students’ League. Since 1t is im-
which you will understand—to accept yvour invitation,

Congress in the name of the Young Communist International,
and the report of Spencer, secretary of the Alliance. In the
discussion which followed, Lery, French Socialist student,
spoke: in spite of the excellent words of Morin at the morning
session, Lery considered it his duty to deliver a violent speech
against unity, in which the word * fascism ™ was never men-
tioned. Lery took up a position against the International
Alliance of Students, The delegates of the Socialist students
who, at their congress of the International Federation of Social-
ist Students held just previously had been unanimously in favour
of unity, showed their astonishment at the kFrench delegates
speech against unity. :

Completing their  disruptionist mancuvre which had
obviously been pre-arranged, the delegates of France, Holland
and Denmark left the Congress, declaring that they did not wish
to continue collaboration with the Alliance, thus creating divis-
ion in the delegation to the International Federation of Socialist
Students. The work of the Congress was suspended to permit
the delegation of the LF.S.S. to reach agreement on the anti-
unity action of the French, Dutch and Danish dclegates. They
could not prevent the latter from leaving, since they had made
clear their intention of provoking incidents to disrupt the Con-
gress of the Alliance. Jl.,'he mancuvre failed and in the course
of the third session the delegates of the Socialist students
adopted the following declaration :

= i 159

We, represenling the Socialist students of the follow-
ing countries.  Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden® Norwa:
spain, Great Britain and Bulgaria, proclaim our i.nig:n[jﬁ.";
of remaining faithful to the decisions of the International
I'ederation of  Socialist  Students and of collaboratin
raternally in the work of the International Alliance u%
students for Socialism, We regret that some Socialist stu-
dents have not kept 1o the decision adopted -uranimnmh
by thc Congress of the LFSS. two days ago u.-*u*‘u'in;
decluring that Socialist students are ‘ ready 16 c::-:br: lhcm
selves 1n common action with all students sincerelv devoled
o the democratic and revolutionary ideal.’ These students
had not discussed their attitude previously with the dele-
gation of the I.LE.S.S. and lhc"_..' have :‘huﬁ created the

appearance  of division within  the Socialist <
movement., >0¢ student

Our first task is 10 defend the all [
LESS. which is afliiated to the I..-\.REFT::IID; Tm":‘ﬁ
;Iu.im:;rgancc with the decisions unanimously asdopted by the
| Fhat s why we consider that our duty compels us to
follow the work of the 1.LASS. in order to correct the im-
pression that certain delegates have given of the LF.S.S.
and 0 order to defend the honour and the decisions of

the LF.S.S.”

In ats turn the Congress declared unanimously :

I send best greetings to the assembled

| The struggie of the fraternally united Communist and Socialist students against barbarity and ignorance, against the war

and L fa: . the worst enemy of freedom, culture and science, 1s important not only for the students in
general, but this joint action is at the same time of great importance for putting an end to the split in the working class, and in
achieving the umification of all anti-fascist forces in Europe and all over the world.

The progressive students will be the more successful in their role as champions of the cause of the freedom of the opressed
and threatencd peoples, in their role as ardent fighters for the cause of the peace of the peoples, in proportion as they are closely
linked up with the people and, above all, with the working class, as they are equipped with the great teachings of our epoch,
with Marxism, the scicnce of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, and in proportion as they combine their study and their knowledge
with a firm determination, a militant spirit, and are prepared to make every sacrifice for the victory of the great ideal of
| Mankind, Socialism, which has already won the victory on one-sixth of the carth in the Soviet Union.

I wish your Congress best success for the cause of freedom, of science, of culture, of peace. for the cause of Socialism.”™

“The Congress of the International Alliance of Stu-
dents for Socialism, meeting in Paris on July 16, 17, and 18,
1939, after having heard the declaration of the following
organisations: the Socialist students of France, Denmark,
Holland and the reply made to them by the University
Labour Federation, the Association of United Socialist Stu-
dents of Belgium, of Switzerland, of Spain and the Socialist
Students of Bulgaria, Sweden and Norway, regrels unani-
mously the departure of several delegates which cannot be
explained by any comprehensible motive, and invites them
fraternally to resume their place within the alliance, where
they have always had the opportunity 1o express their own
views, and that in the interests of Socialism, liberty and
culture, to which their gesture is so highly prejudicial; and
declares its faith in the action of the International
of Students for Socialism, which will continue to unite the
clforts of Socialist and Communist students throughout the
world against fascism and war,”

The session on Monday afternoon was above all remark-
able for the speeches of the Yu v, Spanish and Hindu dele-
gates on colonial problems and for the reading of a telegram

*The Swedish delegate, after having voted for this declara-
tion, subsequently associated himself with the three anti-unity
delegates and also left the Cﬂngrm.
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from the Soviet youth and one from Dimitroff, which the dele
palcs I-H'I.Tllfd by rising 10 their feet with great enthusiasm

In spite of the attempts at disruption carried out by the
representative of Denmark, a country greatly menaced by Hitler
:"t,“‘ the representatives of Holland and France, the Socialist AT
Communist students showed their sincere ﬂ{"‘u.'l'lllll"lll'l Wy anie-
fseist unity and will carry on their work with yet increased
vigour tor its defence against all enemies

Alter having created o split among  the Young Socnalind
Cuard of Belgium and the Labour Youth, at the same time that
they develop their abominable attack against the United Socl

From the Two Hemispheres

it Youth of -Spain, the anti-unity clements conlinue

cover of anti-communism (just like Hitler) 10 make their .ﬁ:
upon the unity of anti-fascist youth.  Unable 10 damp revo
lutionary ardour and the desire for unity of the masses of y
anti-fascists, they hope that by destroying their own ofn;"
tons they can prevent the reabsation of unity,

The Second Congress of the International Alliance of Stu.
dents for Socialism has expressed yet once again, the ire for
unity which animates Communist and Socialist students ip
whole world: there s no doubt that the conclusion of the work
of the Congress will be consolidation of that unity.

Save the Peasant Youth!

By Maurice Thorez

The following is an extract from one of a serics of
articles contributed by Maurice Thorez to "' Humanite.

Fl"-HE yvoung peasant, whether child of the house or pand servant,

has never finished. He it is as a rule whe has to look
after the cattle.  Early in the morning. before setuing out for
the ficlds, and late at night. after an alrcady over-long day's
work, he has to clean the stables, clear out the heavy and evil-
smielling dung, ¢lean out the cow-sheds.

Certuin work in the ficlds 15 bevond the strength of the
adolescent. Too soon he seizes the seythe or the plough-handles.
He sinks under the weight of 4 too heavy task.  There are
masters who pay more attention to the bringing up of their
foals, which thev take good care not to work too soon, than to
the development of their voung servants, and even of their own
children,

M. Damecour, doyen of the Senate, told the agriculture
commission of that body: * In many districts, a child of sixteen
years does, on a farm, almost as valuable work as an adult.”
(Journal Othciel, June 22, 1939, Page 607, column 1).

The necessity 1o work outside in all weathers is not without
effect on the health of the voung people.

Whatever bourgeois writers may say about i, it i1s not al
all nice, and sull less healthy, to cook in the summer sun or
shiver 1n a winter north-caster, or 1o be soaked to the skin by
a sudden storm. Above all when on getting back to the house,
which is lacking in all comforts, it is not even possible to carry
out the most elementary operations of one’s toilet. Hygiene is
a rare thing in the country. The yvoung peasant’s shirt, soaked
wilth sweat, stays on his back day and night for a whole week.
In the blacksmith’s shops they almost considered me a phe-
nomenon because 1 washed myselfl every morning. But there is
not always waler in our French villages. How can one be sur-
prised, in these conditions, that tuberculosis makes such ravages
in the countryside.

If only the young peasants, who have too hittle leisure in

the 1:;;::{1'1n*m‘:*.!'i could make some use of that the winter enforces
on them.

When | was in the blucksmith’s shops in Summer, 1 went
10 the market town once or twice a month as a rule. But in the
winter we were able to rest. Throughout long evenings we re-
mained around the fireplace the only light coming from the
flames which licked the great logs of oak or chestnut.  The
lam‘p was only Iit at meal-times. I bent my head to be able 1o
decipher, in the firelight, the books the Clugnat schoolmaster lent

I shall be told this is all changed. That was at the time
the war; it is clear that in those years of trials and unhappi-
it was necessary to work more and do without cnttrtar .
1! Now the young peasants can rest; they can cven read
winter by the clear light of electricity.

Unfortunately, it is not true that there have been such changes

for the better.  Listen to what the numerous correspondents who
have replied to our peasant inquiry say. From Loulay (Charente-
Maritime): " Young cultivators have hardly any leisure ex

in the winter.” From Prats-de-Mollo (Eastern Pyrenees): ™ No
leisure apart from an occasional Sunday, because the cattle have
to be tended, and on these days the young men go 10 the wil-
lage and drink.” From Seringes (Asne): * The young have no
leisure time. In the week, because of the long day’s work, they
have hardly an instant’s freedom. On Sunday they are agam
wanted to tend to the cattle. They spend the rest of their time
in the cafes.” From La Nouaille (Creuse): ** No recreation for
the young, save a few dances in the winter at which, for lack of
knowledge, the Chopin waltz 1s more practised than the Vienese
waltz.”

Hardlv anyv leisure for the adolescent, that is the general
cry. And when the voung peasant does have a little time in the
winter above all, ** they are left 10 themselves, following their
own inclinations ™ writes a comrade from St-Germaine-la-
Campagne (Eure).

There are hardly any communal libraries, few cinemas, few
vouth circles organising entertainments and study for the leisure
times. The comrades in Anost (Saone-ct-Loire) say that a
film is shown every week, however out of date, and altogether
unsuitable for the work of moral and intellectual dcvtlo?ﬂ'|
of the vouth. " A sad conception of popular education ™ they
write biatterly. |

Go to the neighbouring town? Somectimes they go there
if they have bicycles. Otherwise they have to ** walk thrﬂmh,

to get a bus™ they write from Jonquieres (Herault). st o

Then? Then “they go to the cabaret ™ says a comrade from.
Cormier (Eure) “drunkeness develops bencath numerous nolices
posted up to ensure its repression.”

1 understand that the moralisers, the hypocriles who some-
times extol the advantages of country life and another tme
scorn the peasant as being *dull, badly clothed, sn :
strongly and prone to bending the cldow,” are anno L
do not understand the illusions of these young lads who delix
themselves they are happy because they do themselves harm
consuming liquids their stomachs reject. Let them give Thes
young peasants u better cxistence, let them be protected SESIES
too heavy work and too long days. Let them be given Ihe
means to better use their leisure, by creating everywhere HOIANS
circles with cinemas and mecting halls; let them be alioWwed &
taste, thanks to the radio, the joys of music; then lay out piay
ficlds—the young country folk can very well play fool
pedal a cycle—and the cabarets will be empty. And ps
the rnung asants will turn less towards the town Where'I
of their clders thought to find work, well-being and  happis
and where they have been broken, dismissed by the !
condemned to unemployment and poverty. I-h-‘-{*“f-' -
It is in the village and for the village that the youll
in the first place be E‘b‘td. o rth?

I.J'
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(hanges Which are Taking Place
ymong German Youth

By Karl Kunert

{.”_xuil_h arc taking place in Germany in the midst of the
working class and of the whole people. Here are a few
.marks about the ch_angq:ﬁ that are going on among the :Hh?r
v uth,  The Hitler Youth has been and remains a very -.tmnr
Lreanisation, a compulsory organisation. But, what is goin gﬁ
~re?  Youth has joined up, has signed membership [urm-;gbm
wen 1 forced into ntll_sm_“l_!i of exercises. That, in Hitler termi-
slopy, s called ™ service;™ a movement is developing within the
suler Youth (and above all since last September) against * per-
wual service.”  Here are some figures: in Bavaria 60 to 70 per
oot of the Hitler Youth did not take part in the youth .'.crvu:pf:
- nroletarian centres, such as Berlin and the Ruhr, large numbers
-~ voune people have, equally, taken no part in this service,
Ihere is a greatl shortage of officials. Whole units cither
ve ceased 1o exist any more or need to be formed again.
vithough there are 5,600 paid officials for the youth—officials
ho are not badly paid either—it is necessary to add to this figure
we instructors, the officers, the S A, officials, the doctors, who
-« foreed to serve in the Hitler Youth, and are charged with
.ving the young people a military education, for liaison work in
¢ army and with the S.S.
[he Hitler Youth have had to express themselves openly on
hese events within their organisation, and this occurred pre-
1y ufter the so-called great victory in September last.
vn official admits that there 1s discontent among the youth.
rhe organ of the Hitler Youth had a weekly sale of 50,000
hough the organisation has from six to seven million members:
. ceased publication on Aprill, as did the regional papers. They
v that the struggle is over, that there is now no need of such
1 paper, and they produce a monthly journal, costing 30 piennigs.
That 1s a lot of money. This monthly journal prints 100,000
that is very small, since it is the only journal for the

COpics: '
couth. Its contents are clearly orientated towards war.

In April a new law was passed. They wanted to smash the
discontent at perpeiual service. What did this law say? There
must be close collaboration between the leaders of the Hitler
Youth and the army. Premilitary service became compulsory
‘rom the ages of 10 to 18. The law compels young people to
-nter-the Hitler Youth, and their parents to enrol them. Parents
o relatives who do not obey this order will be punished ecither
«ith 4 fine as high as 150 marks or with imprisonment. Those
sho try to prevent their children from joining this compulsory
arganisation 1o be fined 10,000 marks with the alternative of five
vears imprisonment. e 2

The leaders have created two distinct organmsalions: the
vouth in general, and the old youth. Those who have already
heen members of the Youth for a year are in the category of the
old vouth, and all the rest are classified as general youth. This
s 2 safety measure. They want to try to get hold of the mal-
contents, and eliminate them from the youth which ar¢ con-
sidered reliable, but this will not be successful.

It is clear that our slogan, which is that of comradeship,
true comradeship, is beginning (o gain ground. ‘We tell the youth
that it is necessary to develop comradeship against pe tual ser-
vice, for the protection of the youth, for greater freedom in the
collaboration of young people. It is evident that the mecasures
being taken against the Hitler Youth continue to revolt young
people.  For example, the * general youth ™ el éht
band with the swastika, and is not allowed to wear the badge
of the Hitler Youth, They do not receive the Hitler Youth cagle.
Young Hitlerites have developed this opinion: ** We do not want
any classes, but that goes to create classes.
::'l‘: bU_t.ntl the same time ve

S spirit has penctrated into - .
lurn this incrtuI:s our task. It means that, parallel withh?w‘:
f’““sc that is taking place in the midst of the youth, we
O carry on a more serious educational work, i
__We are, for example, very satisfied that among the

nr'u.:?-n the desire to aid the youth is developi A Yoat
Nonl P tll now, the workers said of the youth It 1s t:l‘“
I othing can be done about if, the young peopic are %
0 the home there was often a great of trouble,

the young, and

-

quarrels. The youngster wou home=
saird ll':':t. Hitler has done Il'ii:vh,ll‘m'l !Iuh old : repl:

oul. ou arec going crazy. 1 d -
this.” The mother h::m{ to nwﬂw“;}m:ﬂ“m
doces not undersiand anything. There are divissons in
and that 1s what fascism wants. We do not w::lu
tarian famuly to be broken up: we want unity of the {
unity n the family strengthens the unity of the :
and if the working class wanls 1o carry on a united
the factories it has need of the youth.

Germany's vouth is not only st ng i
Hitler youth, but also in the }'mmmgn:? mm ﬂ:“t::‘lc
organised movements, not only among the working class bu};
among the working-class youth as well. In the mining district
where the working class 1s most advanced, thanks to our work
the young workers are leading a struggle against scven-year
apprenticeship agreements. With Labour Service and Military
Service this comes 1o len years, which means that a young worker
does not receive a full wage tll he is 25.

This holds no future, gives no dignity to labour, and this
idea penetrates everything. A third of all the young workers
have refused to sign the apprenticeship contract for voung miners.
There are more besides, but even the fascist press has been forced
to admit this third whose apprenticeship contracts have had to
be cancelled.

We have published a pamphlet addressed 1o the mming
youth. in which we take up our position on this guestion, and
where we demonstrate how the voung people in the mines of
the USS.R. live. We give books to the miners’ relatives, we give
them advice, and this contributes 1o helping the movement. Com-
radeship between the working-class youth and the Catholic youth
is increasing: in Germany youth unity is to-day developing in
the form of a comradeship.

The Tragic Position of the
Peasant Youth in Italy

E\FEN though fascism has plunged the whole of the Italian
vouth into great intellectual d::d material poverty, the situation
of the peasant youth is more desperate still.

Th?wagcsyn[ young agricultural workers have been greatly
reduced in comparison with what they were when fascism came
to power. Mario Randini showed in his essay, Caratteri et
problemi della risicoltura Italiana (Problems of rice cultivation in
Italy), that the yearly wages of young agricultural wn;t:r:_m
Lomellina had fallen in nine years from 2.125 lire to 1,275 lire.
In certain regions of Southern Italy, young agricultural wmt:;ﬂ
receive a wage no greater than 30 centisimi an hour. The pay for
a day's work is not enough even to buy 3
2 1b.).

The exploitation of the peasant y_guﬂi begins at the earliest

y = Hitl

; he
age. The author of the monograph ‘qur depopulation of t
Agppcm'nrr. etc.” (Lo spopolamento dell” Appennimo Abbruzzess,

etc.), writes, after having stressed that the whole peasa
cun:pcncd to work unceasingly, without ever be

working hours, depriving themselves of s of holidays, :;m
“ There are no exceplions. ’

or five, children are used to look after the cattle.  You need

to see them, their feet bare, or almost so, wearing, instead of

' member of the

n overcoat, a jackel 10 some |
?nr:il . exposed to cold and matp,zmﬁ the reasons
for t who, when

nt situation, I‘hﬂl EERpes
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debis and the wages of agricultural
' iunu and ;‘h;n | workers
their consumption. 1hat &
n: the youth, whose und

Doctor Giovani Sala, adviser h tion:
land Militia, claims 10 hl:haok on o Eale
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and th |
the I#u}::irﬂ':ﬁﬂmn, \'I_"h:l.l do they have to live on during
their h neﬂﬂrﬂus winter, cut off from everything save
clse, Viore (a “"-T.: on " polenta,” and often on nothing
mother and fo “ﬂlh‘ r village). Family composed of father,
They have n“]r children, of whom the eldest is ten years old.
' polenta,” no Ny a house, no cattle. The children eat
found Iml.lk' It is only on rare occasions that there is
Apart from m:itmscgp}c portion n}' cheese in the house
deprived of 1h under-feeding, the children nearly always are
cnough to mdt'mcfﬂ-'ﬂ‘m"““_"}‘ conditions of hygiene. It 18
with the stat ;" various fascist monographs the pages dealing
In Italy, the ;i ﬂhmﬂsnnt housing to have a painful impression,
with the ho 8 landowners are concerned more with stables than

louses of the peasants, because animals are considered
more precious than men. ; L

I'Imil]in “1;"-’ Puglie district, for example, 60 per cent of the peasant
= lnt: ave one-room houses, sometimes only twelve to fifteen
Vet Bfi ‘That means that seven or cight people, or even more,

thin 0 find a place to sleep, to prepare food and do the other

Rtfn ﬂﬂgﬂf;{’lr}* to life in a space 180 feet square. Young
r‘?‘ﬁ € and oid. women, men, children, sick and well, live day and

Enl mn a r:ppgnant promiscuity, And more often than not the
anmimals sleep in the same room.

= From the day of their birth the children have to live in these

“3‘“ and cannot grow strong. On this question Sala writes:
Jm:c atiention must be paid to the children, for the race is

suffering and degencrating for a whole series of reasons.”

Children often go short of bread and a hygienic place to live in,

with the result that an ever-growing number fall victims to typhus

and dysentery,

“And indeed, according to the findings of Annuario Staristico
Staliano, the number of cases of measles has increased in a few
vears h;_r 110 per cent, of scarlatina by 45 per cent (approximately),
while diphtheria has doubled.

The extremely grave position of the young peasants is also
shown by the increase in infantile mortality. The fascist paper,
Il Corriere Pedano, of Ferrare, writes on this question :

“ Without going into details and without quoting figures,
we can state that in recent years the death-rate has indeed
tended to increase, and this increase is accompanied by a fall
in the birth-rate to such an extent that in Ferrare province the
birth-rate has in a few years fallen from 2,295 to 1,634.

The fascist monograph “Mezzadri e piccoli Coltivatori ™
(Tenant farmers and small cultivators) of Umbria says on
page 31:

* Infantile mortality (up to the age of six) is very high.
It oscillates between a minimum percentage of 11.75 and a
maximum of 43.9, with an average of 32.53. Without any
doubt one of the principle reasons for this high infantile
mortality s to be found in the irrational feeding of the
children,”

This colossal increase in infantile mortality demonstrates in
documentary fashion that fascism has transformed Italy not only

into a vast barracks, but also into a big hospital.

THE LABOUR CONTRACT MAKES THE YOUNG
PEASANTS SLAVES

Under the fascist regime the young peasant is the victim of
cruel exploitation by the employer. +
The nt contracts lay it down that the signature of the
head of family on the contract deprives the young peasant as
well of all freedom. The medizval clause makes the young
no more than a slave. He cannot dispose of his own life,
Jeave the village, nor his family, in order to seck a less
uous work. He has no claim to demand an account of the
v budget because he is considered to be an inferior person.
g peas: .1 o payment for his labour. The head
|

L

~CEIVES NO |
his clothes for him, and from time to time
'f enough with which to buy a

""J,- q ﬁ:’ ’
I i .l :t;"

vithout having known each

emnants of feudalism are particularly
: int by the landowner is Jnore savage.
. {ini. Siciliani * (The Sicilian peasants)

‘h peasant may not marry the daughter

S ——

of a poor peasant, that a young agricultural labourer may not
marry the daughter of a peasant, however poor, because he does
not own any land.

Naturally, fascism utilises these vestiges of feudalism in order
the more to exploit and hold in submission the peasant masses of
the South of Italy, and particularly the youth.

For this reason it is not surprising that in certain zones of
Southern Italy 50 per cent of the population is completely
illiterate.

There are agricultural contracts in which the landowner, who
is sometimes owner of the whole village, forbids the young
peasants to have any relationships with inhabitants of neighbour-
ing villages. Other contracts forbid the young people to dance,
since dancing is considered ** immoral.™

The landowners insert into the contracts clauses which force
the young girls to go to the landlord’s house (either in town or
in the country) to do all sorts of domestic duties (chopping wood,
cleaning, washing, gardening, etc.). They receive no pay for this
work, In a word, fascism has returned to ltaly to those already
far-off days when the peasant was considered as a slave.

The * garzoncelli ™ (young farm-hands) are particularly ex-
ploited. The great majority of these garzoncelli are ™ natural ™
children that bourgeols society calls * bastards,” and whose
number has increased considerably under fascism—for the in-
crease in poverty has also led to an increase in prostitution.
These garzoncelli are placed with rich peasants or landowners,
who exploit them in barbarous fashion. They are true slaves.
For them there is neither a definite working day, nor time for
sleep. They do all the most difficult work, and often are not even
allowed to live in the house. In this case they sleep in the stable,
on a miserable straw mattress, and their only furniture will be a
small wooden box. In the Nalian villages this formula has become
a proverb: * After the watch-dog comes the farm-boy.”

It 1s not surprising if these poor pariahs of fascist society
supply a big percentage of the criminals,

And think that fascism has the cynicism to setl itself up as
protector of the youth and to post up the slogan *“Largo au
giovani " (Way for the Young).

But, like all the other fascist slogans, this one means, as we
have shown on the basis of figures and quotations from official
publications of the fascist regime, a barbarous medizval exploita-
tion of the peasant youth and of the whole of the Italian youth.

Austria’s Youth is Fighting |
for National Independence

By Otto Meier

RES]STANCE to the fascist régime of plunder is showing
itself openly even in the most distant mountain villages.
The illegal organ of the Austrinn Young Communists Jung
Oesterreich (Young Austria) publishes the following report:
“It is learned from Stub!ntufswrin} that often after
the Sunday services there have n conflicts between the
Catholic peasants and the fascists. These latter heap
insults on the peasants. One day a young peasant lad shouted
at the top of his voice in the midst of a * We do not
need Hitler, we can eat our butter ourselves,” The crowd
took up this crﬁewilh enthusiasm. Arrests were made hy
the police and the S8." ~ i bl
The Austrian youth, conducting & struggle against
fascist domination, is animated by feeling of Ar
the peo whose countries have become the ob '
coups de force. This youth loves its Fatberland, but it is
equally concerned for and respectful of the freedom of other
ples, and does not allow Hitler to use it to enslave them. A
ew days after the occupation of Czechoslovaks k__ff_L 4
Viennese published an n‘ppnl to the Czech youth: |

* The German fascists, . be
you of your Fatherland and have destroyed your freedom
and your democracy. You are reduced to the

-~ slaves byhmc-b:u_t-;m. the same wa
are, ¢ understand your sufferi
~ Tears of anger,

Cou _courag:
. ,'n:l'n_bmlinr ever |
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o Crechoslovakia will upmlgtr‘:“r?;ddﬂnunmui

mined resistance. In lhiﬁi struggle, we, |h:sr;un:h:t:“1;
. will be al your sides without fail, e are read -?
our blood and our young lives to win with vo }thu
jom and independence of Czechoslovakia and A?uslt.r' -
thousand young Austrians have been mobilised f :::;\
meps under the command of German 1ascists II':.IE]-I- t
v oflicer ior every 50 Young t:nn'lcﬁpia w ch
. the way an cye-wilness describes the sending of

nd yvoung Viennese (o the camps: d
\!l the young men had a uniform with a swast;ka on
Jeeve. The young people made friends with each {lnhgr
~diately. They thought little about what was awaiting
lhe many relatives, saying goodbye to their sons
hrothers, who were going 1o the camps, behaved quiié
iiferently.  They knew what fate was in store for those
there. A young worker whose brother was
ng those mobilised said: *We have told him to put a
.aastika on kis letter if conditions are bad, and two
wastikas 1f they are very bad. If that happens we shall
nediately try to get him back.'™
shortly afterwards, the first letters arrived from the camps.
rhey were veritable cries of despair from young people cheated
The camps were in no way equipped as the
.mas boastingly proclaimed. The youngsters were forced to
.o up at five in the morning immediately to begin difficult work,
"1 convicts' labour that went on till nightfall. The fortnightly
oo was only 13 marks cach, And from this wage there was
en 7 marks for the sickness fund, the Hitler Youth

arribution, and SO on,
" The lads worked in the homes of the fascist bosses and the
yvocrate. Food as a rule was potatoes and coffee. Occasionally
ware would be 2 meat dish. The workers reccived very brutal
centment. and often they were beaten. This is what there was

most of these letters home, letters written in blood. Often
1= enceless voung people found a solution in escaping. One of
%ase who was in the camps speaks in these terms of the life of
L+ voung Austrians:

“1n the Labour Camps the fascists insult the Austrians
on every occasion. The favourite expression of the head
of the Thuringen camp was * the lazy Austrian pigs." It goes
without saying that the Austrians work in fitting conformity
o this treatment of over-zealous chiefs, A worker back
‘rom Thuringen said the Austrians are solidly united and
do not try to keep to the working speed of the camps.
Every day there are violent disputes between them and the
Germans. With satisfaction the worker observed that the
other voung people are beginning to follow the example

of the Viennese *in beginning to work in the Austrian
fashion.” "

THE STRUGGLE OF THE COMMUNIST YOUTH

The Young Communist League of Austria works tirclessly
ind perseveringly for the creation of a united front of struggle
 young patriots against the foreign fascist dictators, Already
here is unity of action between communist and socialist youth
7oups in the country. In many places these groups are already
*orking together, !

Mhe Prussian Commissars tremble before the Viennese
jouth, tempered in the struggle against the coslavers. The
‘Olowing fact shows thal. law on forced labour for all
2055 and girls aged from 10 to 18, which recently became

vho wWeni
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Jrerative in Germany, also com them to be members of the

: Hi:wgvcn this I:I:*h wils ‘I’Jru'q'umnall}’ cancelled
ienna for the reason that “the Viennese youth is 100
One single

t state of affairs.
t state © iiﬁ’g {g
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Solminated with Marxism.™
Tinaion was not enough to change 1
h“f"‘-"ﬂ fascism fears lest this I‘;-nu'th orcibly d
¢ organisations, yet remaining faithful to its
Hoo P, should communicate them to the other Seciich tion.
T;;'-‘f Youth and bring it into the war of national ﬁ-"?ﬂ;--
rane Ucist leaders fear above all revoluti bdlony 10 118
e 3 Of the Hitler Youth, _ » ot withou iy |
¢ Auitrian Young Communists.: < 1 ol i
ul IL"'-E correctness of Mrwfiﬁwﬁ" rec
young patriots of Austria. These directives lay

ven

L World Youth Review ]
We firmly believe tha 5

what must be the antitude of g
Hitler Youth ,ﬂruaniutinn: the Communist Youth towsrds the

“It is a question of acling in such
masses of young people see. i:n:: ther

the way of their I tem 1 L exXpenence,
ol; (he Labols "’pé:g:um is through an smplacable strugsie

aAgain i
important 1ask for the \E;': Hitler fascism. The most

& way that the
own i

youth for its economic, political and cultural ; terest
“In the conditions of the totalitar = "

i ian fascist di 3
ship. the centre of gravity of this dictator

in the midst of the Hitler Youth, the Gglkm: ':’mt I;T.'hrh
organisation and other Jegal bodies. The task of all young
anti-fascists is to concentrate their forces in these organiss.

tions, 10 establish a mutual understanding. and to ﬁm

all possible forms of resistance to exploitation, oppression,
fascist war provocation and to all the measures of the
Hitlerites. Thus it.is in no way a betrayal of the cause
of the revolutionary movement of the youth for anti-fascist
clements to join the Hitler Youth, if this is linked with the
struggle for the independence of Austria, against Hitler
domination. On the contrary, in this way the patriotic vouth
carries out a revolulionary task in the Austrian people’s
struggle for freedom.”

The militant mouthpiece of all ynu:" patriols is the review
Jung Oesterreich {Young Austria), edited illegally by the
Austrian Young Communists. In the foreword to the first
number of Jung Oesterreich, 1t said:

“QOur people., which in an overwhelming majonity
struggles against foreign domination, must find at ils side

a yvouth that is strong and ready to fight. Young Austna

will do everything possible to unite the youth, to make of

them the decisive front-line troops for Austrian freedom.™

The Young Communist League of Austria, conscious of the

reat tasks before it, envisages the future with confidence. Not
or nothing do its resolutions contain the following words:
“The Young Communists have a great task before
them—that of marching in the front rank of the anti-fascist
vouth. that of making all young patriots conscious of the
necessity of a struggle for !lbct_auq'u of the whole of the
people against foreign domination.

Canadian Young Communists
in Session -

By Charlie Stewart (National Chairman Y.CL)

HE National Conference of the Canadian Y.C.L.. which met
T in Winnipee on July S and 6 with 39 delegates lfnd 1;2
fraternal delegates present, was an in t event for
League, This Conference is of s sl
this is an election year. This federal cle
momentous in Canadian lmttor!iﬂI mﬁ' ot
years to come may well be decided in th uaéhu—dmoﬂi” Tl
and progress, versus reaction and fascism iﬁh?&mm*u stake.
ecognising that youths' vote (i.c., thase in the age category,
21-30, constitute about one-i ol 1 clectorats
well be the decisive factor
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Personality ﬂl?n::tm Committees organised around the
constituencies, &a‘g‘ﬂdiﬂatu Will be a popular form in many
Marathons, har_ﬂdu'lmmﬂfllr forms as bike parades, W JH,H'IIi‘.l"
do much 10 fire the CIC, with appropriate slogans h_;ﬁ;}t:_'[:: 1.-.1:"

magination of young people.

onl
}_w!n;ﬂpn;p?: 'I:E;_HIMmm that we will help organise to win
In tha ' hﬁ""""“ﬂrcﬂivc candidates

:h-‘

responsibility Hl:fm *Port delivered a1 the Conference, th
organisations was “lll‘r Cague and other Progressive Yyoulh
excuse for any p outiined as follows: *“There must be no
lines and Watih :::Erm“? Youth organisation to sit on the side-
"'IC Eame, Wc lhcc tlh1lun RO b}‘- We want 1o be Iﬂ;l‘_n‘.‘h in
something to sav youth, have a stake in Canada and we have

oy p )Y about what's going on. It is up to us to gel

Out and say it, in this way : ol 2, e
of progress for Canads ¥ making our contribution to the causc

nee - and its people.”
IitﬂeSL\mr ?:";‘,E'rm::h National Convention, which was held
' O, Im - : - P Pl ol
League work 8 provements in many phases of ou

Were reported. At the time of the Munich
g‘i‘?'{;ﬂ?ﬂ;“‘::‘m?ﬂ:;umm and mass meetings were held in most
sha Dosition ‘of callets and stickers wtrc,mﬁucd‘hrmglng forward
dollars in the our _LEHEUE,_ Our branches raised thousands of
have ‘been o Ea:gpal'gn 1o @aid Spanish children. Youth Centres
has de i pened by our League in a number of cities. This
S ade 1t possible for our own members and for hundreds of
young people in the communities where we opened centres 1o
participate in recreational and cultural activity. In Vancouver.
B.C.. and in Toronto, Ontario, our League Branches raised
monev and food 10 help the transient single unemploved in their
struggle for Jobs at Decent Wages. f

. The last year has also seen our League improve its contri-
hulmq in hclp:mg to bring about united actions among Yyouth
organisations in the fight for peace, social and cultural and
cconomic needs of youth, While recording these advances we
nevertheless feel that much more could have been done.

In order that our League will in a truly Marxist-Leninis!
way face up to our tasks in the coming federal election, in the
ﬁ?hl for peace, in the fight for the social and economic needs
ol young people, greater emphasis than ever before was placed
on the need for a radical improvement in the whole work of
our League,

As a result of a radical improvement in the mass work of
our branches, getting out and fighting for youths' needs, the field
for enrolling new members will be made much casier because
far wider sections of young people will, when seeing us in action,
and hearing our position on questions that concern them, come
to realise that the Y.C.L. is the kind of organisation of which
they also want 1o be members. We fed that if this is done we
can be assured of rapidly building our League into a much more
influential and stronger organisation of forward-looking youth.

The reports and discussions at our conference showed that
there has been considerable improvement in our educational
work. In the last year several hundred Y.C.Lers. went through
one course or another. During the summer three full-time two-
week schools for Y.C.Lers, will be held. But even with these
improvements educational work in the League by no means
occupies the high place that it should in our organisation. To
help to rectify this our Conference had a separate session on
education. A key reporl on the History of the C.P.S.U.(B) was
given which occupied the centre of discussion in this session. We
recognized that an improvement in Marxist-Leninist education
is the | uisite for an improvement in all phases of League
work. We feel that of any one medium that would best help
us to [mpmv.re’ rxist-Leninist education that medium presents
itself in the study of the History of the CPSU.(B). To
encourage the sale and study of the History within the League,
k= National Executive Committee sent out to every member of

Y nersonal letter indicating the importance of the
or him or her as the case may be.
cussion with Y.CL, secretaries and
s we pledged to sell within the League

outh 1,000 copies of the History by
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The Fourth Canadian f
Youth Congress i

H!I'I Dave Kash tan
rl‘\H:; great democratic youth gathering, the f Ca

‘outh Congress, has mel. A review of jis e
them to be of far-reaching importance, not only WIMEI.M Prove
youth, but for the Canadian people as a whole. -

The Congress reflected the conditions under which it mus
Faking place at a time when the world js menaced by [y

aggression and when the Canadian people are [ with H'hml‘ :
and Social insecurity, the youth of the Dominion dﬂ:hrgﬁm

determination to play a forward part for Nario -
-.:{-uri.l'_\‘. For all who attended II?: Congress it ::rw
cvent as well as a great education. delegates ﬁ”mﬂﬂy
concerned themselves with youth problems, not as youth alor

but with the welfare of Canada as n_whnlm The spirs __:hﬁt.[ 54
congress is well epitomised in the main report deli NN i
former National Co-Chairman, Norman Levy: * The Pion

spirit is not onc of defeat, it is the spirit of strength and con-
struction, of freedom and progress. In this spirit we dare 10 meet
the spirit of our times.” mt,

=I 1

i

I hree-hundred-and-sixiv-two delegates of all faiths and
views representing in all rwo-hundred-and-eighty-nine
tions were present at the congress and participated in the work
of the five commissions, CANADIAN UNITY —CANADIAN
PEACE POLICY—YOQUTH IN AGRICULTURE—YOUTH
IN INDUSTRY—TRAINING YOUNG CITIZENS. It is sig-
nificant that at this first Western gathering of the Youth Con-
gress, which helped to further strengthen the unity of youth from
East and West, the credential report showed im represen-
tation from the Trade Unions and farm youth organisations, and
voung people of Catholic faith.

All provinces were represented with the exception of Prince
Edward Island. Nearly half of the 362 delegates came from
Manitoba, Ontario with 76 delegates, Saskatchewan with 41 dele-
gates, British Columbia with 28, Alberta 26, Quebec had 13, New
Brunswick 1, and Nova Scotia 1. i

Church and Y ™ groups had 96 re .
organisations. United Church had the largest ation with
48 representatives, 12 Jewish organisations with 1 3
Anglican three, Baptists two, and one from two small Church
bodies. No Roman Catholic groups were re ted officially,
but a considerable number were delegates from non-church
groups. Twenty-one Youth Councils were represented. There
were 28 delegates from student bodies, 35 union delegates
and 21 delegates from rural and farm youth urganinl_ijpm.-fi

There were 54 delegates from political bodies, includi
Young Conservatives, Young Liberals, Social Cre
Young Communist League, C.C.Y.M., New Democra
Nationale. 49 delegates represented almost a doze
youth groups. The rest of the delegales came from Sport
organisations, art groups, cultural and teachers’ organisation
peace groups, discussion clubs, unemployed organisations, rece

tional societies, etc,

From the very first day of the Congress the spint
of English-speaking and French-Canadian youth permeat
the proceedings. It became clear that the representative
were firmly resolved to maintain unity and to preven
ruption or obstacle to hinder this unity. '3' Il tmes,
?ucmons the great majority of the delegat
a

vour of or in opposition 10 certain propos:
ority vole nece

]
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any doubt as to the 75 per cent m
adoption of any motion. i e
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The speeches delivered by the delegates on Can
situation. Congress recogni

policy fo;ﬂ%md; and strongly urged it
pursue a of collective action again.
Chamberlain policy of e Tt rven
came in for much criticism ar
majority of the delegates favol
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¢ 1;; ¢ need for an
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- states composed of CGireat
LS A, and also urged that

" oser relations wih all North and Latin-Americ
© Ty mudst great applause, the delegates voted mﬂﬁ%ﬁgf,ﬂ{
" .ar matenals to aggressor states and approved a boycolt
codducts Trom aggressor states. 1 e Congresy mnanimaons|v
' sending a cable to the youth of China on July 7 =
" aary of the outbreak of hostilities in China and led h-f.
L the vouth of China until final victory, v
W i the present tense situation in the world the stand taken
. CONgIEss ON rearmament and conscription is of great
gt T [he representatives of 500,000 Canadian youth are
~ Jefence of our coasts, but believe that a policy of
ot and its elfectiveness is preconditioned by a correct
S solicy of collective security,

Britain, France, USSR..
our Government establish

rhe large majority !..‘II. the CONEress, iﬂﬂluding French-
o delegates, voted in favour of conscription in the event
oo mulitary attack on Canadian territory, A large majority
. {avour of conscription in the event of Canadian partici-
" with other democratic states in defence against the
s, The congress expressed unanimous opinion in favour
. repeal of all legislation now existent that would perniit
onscription ol m<n in Canada wnhnu[ the d:mucm[ig cOon-
S on of our Parliament under present conditions,

e Youth Congress urged youth to be vigilant in defence
comocratic principles and to co-operate in the fight against
wiriction of our democratic rights in Canada, against race
' wd anti-semitism, as alien to the democracy and unity of

The Federal Government was asked to enforce existing legis-

\n a1zainst the penetration of agents of foreign powers alien

. democratic principles. It was felt that greater powers should
. siven 1o the Federal Government to enact the necessary social
oidation on a National scale, such as unemployment, health and

In the Country of Socialism
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Crop imsurance measures, a i ini
Ic;_?ﬂaliun and that if nmmmlwm&“ﬂw hours
I:-mng'.‘}:h%ﬂ.bi.r\. ;}.cl be amended, - legislation into
| he Congress [avoured the i i :
p?mtintﬁn Gpvcrnmﬁnt giving :i;pmﬁnw Bill. a law passed by “tf:
Into trade umions, o slum clearan
projects, two weeks' holiday win[; iufm‘zmu work
age requirement of 75 to 65 years in the old-age 3 b
National minimum wage l#ﬂl&hliun_ a National Youth qu“‘
tration, against labour cspionage, increased facilities f o3
tional and apprenticeship training, extension of mnﬂh:arﬁ
health facilities (commendation of the Provincial Recreation Cent
movement in British Columbia and Alberta), opposition to ll::
semi-military camp sheme proposed by the Canadian Corps
Aumg;[nmn. .utlmsmn of the Youth Train 3
particular importance was the report br
by the commission dealing with prnbhnu?gf ngr?rﬁ?;r:?ﬂgf.
posals for 80 per cent wheat, long term loans at low interest and
morigage rates to young farmers, minimum wage legistation for
agricultural labourers, Against private monopoly control of our
forest resources. These and other important matters were voted
upon.

From Congress 1o Congress, Ottawa, 1936: Montreal, 1937
Toronto, 1938; Winnipeg, 1939, the Canadian youth mnv:nini
has made great strides forward, making gains every year in the
crusade for peace, democracy and security, 1939-1940 will un-
doubtedly show greater activity in the ranks of youth and, as
stated so concisely in the concluding paragraph of the main
report delivered at the Con : “The task privilege of the
Youth Movement is to unify our youth, to develop our concep-
tion of citizenship, to give direction, coherence and strength o
our efforts for national betterment. In our strivings for social
justice and peace, we preserve and strengthen our democratic
institutions. let us then be worthy of our t Pioncer heritage.

let us face the future united, free and unafraid.” The Winnipeg
Congress worked in this spint,

The Budget of the Soviet Union

By Otto Meier

I‘*- capitalist countries, the question of the budget is
~uremely disquicting for the mass of the people and for the
wih- new taxes, new restrictions placed on social services, in-

czase the poverty with which the mass of the workers.is afflicted

In capitalist countries, the problem: of the budget means that
| the burdens are borne by the people, particularly in the
untries of the fascist aggressors, where the people, the work-
¢ class, are pillaged and bled white. i il

I'he Soviet budget is the reflection of the triumph of 5{"?“ -

n, of the gigantic forces of the new _sncm! order, V Iﬁg"‘

: Soviet youth examines budgetary questions, it is not weighe

"Nl by grave anxiclics Quite to the conlrary, since 1L is
imong the biggest beneficiaries from this budget. P

The figures of the Soviet budget are ex| ry. During

"¢ years of the Second Stalinist Five Year .
o 10 362,100 million roubles. The Soviet Union is the
tountry that has a stable budgel.
Wercess of expenditure,

., On the other hand, in the course of one
Yt deficit in fascist Germany lM-LW ok
- ‘bon Reichmarks. Is this not ﬂn_w"oof’.lhﬁ- BOTHRIFmS
"< pople to well-being, while fascism takes it to ruin?

o here does the money come from for this Sovie
1mex for 1939, was 155,607,000,000 roubles 2 (In 1S
271000000 roubles),

‘only
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Plan, the budget

Receipts were 13,300 million’
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exploited, the profits of socualist ind and wmﬂm far

from accumulating, as is the case under { ign of capitalism,
in the pockets of a handful of people, go to the peopie n
g cm:;loﬁmumawm t0? Here are some figures. The

diture increased, in comparison with 1938, by almost 25
;:F ;nt}l mﬁllmnu two_thirds of the budﬁisdc\;t;dc;? the
development of socialist economy and 10 w:ﬁl : mnl :
Mmeasures. < ) s AN ¢ e =4

The expenditure on national education rose
million rﬂpflhlﬁ. as against 18,774 mulhon ro )
an immwﬂl of 1111.314 per cel mbe
schools reach 34.8
one ﬂf mm‘ '_'I-.
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For the care which
Ihh: Scwin h is lavished on children in the Kinder-

] 77 millio udget allocates, for 1939 1,368 million
: to say 5.2 N roubles are allocated for dJeveloping sporis,
One PEr cent more than in 1938.

thous, - :

flﬂ'liliu.. “d ml“tﬂn rﬂuhlﬂ is reserved for aid to h!:
{4

wﬂ": dE::EFHI-:r}t O socialist industry has reached a tre-

cqual lndp;u Big DEW enlerprises are created, destined 10

production rpass the for::;g:rl capitalist countries in all fields of

. . 34,730,000 million roubles are allocated for the

construction of industrial establishments.

¢h vear 1.5 million new v . e
: young workers will come from
Ll;iiﬂzillaﬁnt:;},fhm cnlerprises for the development of the
Wl‘lﬂ_h: world has been impressed by the decision of the
:‘;IIT:“?U\'I?I to devote 40,880 million roubles from the bud-
deputics onal defence, When this gigantic sum was announced,
Voroshil fosc 1o give a triumphant ovation to Stalin, to
of th lhﬁ"-' and to the Soviet Government. (In 1938 the section
ro blc udget d“m}‘d to national defence was 27,044 million
= ?5'} This vote is a reply to the fascist war provocateurs, it
cnnlnhut:ﬁ largely to the struggle for the saving of world peace,
® Soviet people is ready at any moment to transform into
actiond the words spoken by Stalin in the course of the 18th
Party congress, that is “ reply by a double blow to any blow of
the war makers who might try to violate the integrity of the
Soviet frontiers.”

These 40,880 million roubles make it possible for 170 million
men to hold themselves in readiness; this force is not only in-
vincible, but it is capable of conquering everything. That is a
truth that the Japanese imperialists, companions-in-arms of the
fascist war axis, experienced sharply last year.

These figures prove the lightning development of the
sociahist productive forces and of the well-being of the Soviet
people. Let us complete them with a few facts. In the Soviet
Union 16 million men have savings. If, in 1934, the average
holding at the Savings Bank was 40 roubles, this same average
1S to-day greater than 400 roubles.

The Third Stalinist Five Year Plan which constitutes a
great step forward towards communism, will considerably raise
the standard of living of the Soviet people. In the course of
the Bolshevik Party congress which was held in the month of
March, 1939, Molotoy made a declaration on this subject. The
salanes of the working class will increase by 35 per cent, the
number of businesses by 53 per cent for the food industry alone,
and 35 million roubles will be devoted to new houses: 8 million
new high grade specialist workers will be trained.

e

The Far East Will Become
the Land of Youth

:"l_"'HIi Far East, this vast territory of the Soviet Umion, is fam
for its impenetrable Taiga and for the richness of s animal
life. One can encounter therc all sorts of animals, ranging from
wild goats to brown bears. The territory of the Far East hides
inexhaustible riches, of which the principal are coal and minerals.

The vast meadows of the Far East favour the development of
catltle-raising.

But the Far East is not sufficiently inhabited. and 1
people there is one of the tasks of the Third Five-Year P"t:n““;
the Eighteenth Congress of the Bolshevik Party, Comrade
Molotoy said :

“Without a comprehensive development of the country's
basic economic centres the most important interests of the
State cannot be secured. The Far East must have on its own
territory all it needs in the way of fuel and, as far as pos-
sible the metal and machine building, cement, lumber and
building materials in general as well as the majority of the
food and light industry products that are bulky 1o ship. Of
course, the Far East must completely supply itself with
potatoes and other vegetables and g:ncraﬁy sl 1o work
determinedly for the advancement of agriculture, for the com-
plete elimination of its lapses in agriculture. Large industrial
construction is being carried out in the Far East and rail-
ways are being laid at an intensified pace. In the Third
Five-Year Plan period, the Baikal-Amur railway trunk line
furnishing a new and powerful means of communication
between the Far Eastern territory and Siberia, will already
be partly in operation. We regard the Far Eastern territory,
the mighty outpost of Soviet power in the East as one
requiring further strengthening in every way.” (Molotov
report presented to the Eighteenth Congress of the
C.PS.U.(B).)

The collective farmers of the Voroblevsk distnict in the
Voronezh region, were the first to respond to the resolutions of
the Eighteenth Congress of the C.P.S.U. (B) on the Far East. 138
families, or 714 people of one region have decided to set out for
the new territory. Young Communists are numerous
those who, following the resolution of the eighth plenary session
of the C.C. of the Y.CL. of the USS.R. are to take an active
part in settling people in the Far East, in the explonation of its
natural wealth,

THE STATE BUDGET OF THE USSR
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FAM COMES T - 3 .
i lellE :\'UI\ISIEEEEI-'EEEE;USETE‘ OUT FOR THE ENEMY SHALL NOT MARCH ON SOVIET SOIL
(he rgan 01 Ine Fnrﬂ“ﬂh reirt p T1 . ;

5 “..n:ﬁm:c of the Young t}gnnl commiltee and of the e first colonists we

. re alread :
1 el MMuNIst League of the 204 in the fields of their new I:rr,i' ﬂﬂfki#ﬂ:f;ht work
sS.R ”:Hﬂf” cl:”;mm‘;-”'#" {Jhc Young L‘ummumrdl; }I:ii:i}* 26 u letter from these pioneers 1o ('« S

of nearly he whole of its May ad wrillen alter reachin

dve of the workers and peasants (zf 10 the great 8 the banks of

20 jssue
this repi o trains, full of colonists, w ini
teles and photos, the ‘paper sEbw Ei:h”h“m' By means | ere }U:mnE them. A youn

' ' : what ¥ player, scaled on a wagon sea
,outh takes part in this campaign. The pa enthusinsm

: another wagon the sounds of the b
of the Young Communist League 1o Il::r publishes the

| ; 1IKa can d.
the youth of the 3 BOINE 10 a far off and marvellous Jand be heard. The youth

: ’ ; i gthen still mo
\oronesh region. & description of the farewells BIVen o those 'S Powerful outpost of socialism. 'I‘hn“:ll ;tn:n e oo
et off, ri"“:’m:‘*'E’r‘;fihi’;:_‘“i'ﬂtt];f I}:“lgﬂ colonists.. 95 young :Ergﬂﬁ: tdcl::'litl:?rc hﬁﬂ:f EF“I“‘E‘I‘ who dream of ﬂ laging the
gt the biggest worksl ¢ youth that they are generals who w:lly.ri: b-::"rl o [Lens. hatred,

: to one of the biggest wor shops of the Third Five-Year P .. Jemember the lesson they had near Lake
the Amurstalstrol.  Seven colonists—** strong and hmllh}* dssin, are bcgmmna o understand that 1

m Aistr . et ir day is over.
. men and girls “—tell us that they are astonished at the fac Their regime is old—and they themselves are old.

- | . They can
still bring their forces up Against the weak, but they can in no
an had never V&Y take up the fight against the Soviet Far Fast The threats

“In impenetrable forests where perhaps m '
built, railways cop. of old generals against the young Far Eastern territo

‘oot belore, factories Are b‘ﬂinﬂ

: oun ry arc power-
gructed, mines developed, and minerals exploited. "And in less. They received a convincing enough reply in the speech of
| this we ourselves do a small part.  We are happy to be °P¢ Young Communist in a colonist wagon : ‘
<etul to our fatherland in the place where it needs us most.” “ - ,
\ l: Lavreacy, secretary of a Young Communist unit. at in Ith!!"; F!:El.;g: lhﬁ-fi::ﬁﬁ Egﬁ:“ﬁl‘i‘;ﬂ[;?}‘é‘m‘"‘
= N ,:::Ih‘*t‘[ “:iltﬂ;'-:nf:ﬂiﬁ:;;fmiﬂ:;l;ﬁﬁ lil:u.lgunrh;;l:]n:lé: nl:s territory will become a land of youth. Vigilantly we guard
shil il A% UL L -

the frontiers of the USS.R. and we shall not allow the

ysts that the whole unit should set out for the Far East. cenemy to march on Soviet Soil.”

Learn and Comprehend

The Fourteenth of July, 1789

By Paul Bouthonnier

' in ing with Loui for the with-
MTHE ular masses played a considerable role in the great  thus placed on an equal footing with Louis XVT)
l Eff]pif Fer 1hii:. ;oim of view the taking of the Bastille drawal of the troops assembled around and in Paris.
s, together with August 10, 1792, one of the greatest examples of

: ; The King replied to this move with a second provocation :
the progressive action of our people in the course of the mighty On July 11 hﬁ dlgl'l!l.liﬂd Necker, his Finance Minister, who had
svents which ended in the abolition of the old regime and the the confidence of the Third Estate, giving him only 48 hours to
reginning of bourgeois democratic liberties. leave France.

We know (see World Youth Review, May, 1939, number) that stead appointed into the Government the Baron de
‘rom the opening of the States-General, the deputies of the Third e i

_ : hm % : _ ie, sworn coemies of the new ideas,
Estate came into conflict with the king and aristocrats, whose aim  Brefewil and Marshal de Broglie, sworn cocmies 0

NBa Ao | i AT inscribed in the - : Necker, who was a banker, replied
a5 1o prevent the realisation of the reforms inscribed in t The financiers, friends of Necker, w
Cahiers de Doleances (Letters of Complaints). by closing the Bourse. Grave incidents took at the Palais

e LA . risians crowded every day. the news of
Before the firm determination of the nation’s clecled repre-  Royal where Pa heard, a procession formed up at the call
tc-.ui-::..c lt,ufxi:m)lv;: c:::dl iln; advisers decided to resort to Nﬂé:nw Dm It M‘w .ﬂ? .lh!j_‘-Rﬂfﬂ
violence. A military coup d'état was prepared. E';fmn'ﬁn mcﬁt' ‘which, however, lglgu]dj"‘“' t st th;nt o
THE KING AND HIS ADVISERS PREPARED TO  SIMOM. - | R STy Eave.tho gfber 10,
CRUSH PARIS e, e thesquare vanced. But the crowd resisted
Th{!‘ - l f F i ﬂnd lh'ﬂ e u,l' Fari' n pl _Im .J_ m G Fre > 1 Mﬁ::'ﬁ 'r.-.""-.".u'."l !"u.:-*." "m
realised I}E:%E:ggr lh?:':s?mnu of tﬁ?ﬂyﬂw constituted for the | _ ;;%.-:H._h“ S

National Assembly. Both the capital .llld the provinces were, o\ 1 ) "."-_3"--,- =
uding with the represenatives of the nation, ready fo act.

. el e U
For the Court and the privileged classes Itmtbell S

iuestion of crushing Paris, Paris once conquered, ilﬁbﬂdll_ﬁ

(S4%ier to deal with the rest of France, . e

5¢1r:T11,mS$ .Loui]!o XVI mnunl.rﬂd 20,000

. % Saint-Cloud, Saint-Denis

cesupied by Swiss and German regiments. The Gardes |

Fes (French Guards) were barracked in the capital ifse
AFIRCH

Thi! was 3

On I :-"q'l.i .
oyeae ..ﬂ‘?f!ﬁnk 2 a1y
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rovocation to which the Paris
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Town Executive, takin -

favoy Ing from the municipalit wers which were De Launay s arrested, s Flaisselle, provost of A

‘ ;*mlhc King. Yy powers c chants, who tried to dﬁﬂiv::h: Flr:nlm. Both ':m
© Whole of Paris was roused. The gunsmiths' shops had  €Xecuted. |

not enough supplies, 5o they seized the Invalides arms depot, with

its 27 cannon and 30,000 ri - s
- d 30, rifles. There were more arms and muni- THE CONSEQUENCES OF JULY FOUR !
tlons at the 3 TEENTH,
Bastille. 1t was decided 1o 1ake them. This d?}- of July the Fourteenth, 1759, had 2 decis Iﬂ.-!!'
portance. It was a great victory for the Paris ' o1
BUT THE PEOPLE ROSE AND TOOK their struggle for liberty, and i‘:l the signal. for all France, for ; H
THE BASTILLE vast movement which was to destroy feudal society. a
The Bastille was an enormous fortress in the heart of Paris. Louis XVI dared not continue 10 attack Paris. Htﬂ‘-“ '

between Faubourg St-Antoine, the Quinze-Vingt hospital and 10 the Town Hall on July 17 and recognised the
the arsenal. The Bastille in the hands of the King meant his municipality, 1In his hat he wore the Iﬁﬂm

cannon dominating the town. To occupy it t, at the same c¢mblem of the people’s triumph. Finally he recalled |

time, to strike a terrible blow at the mnn?f:*c;w_mﬂn e - = reassure the creditors of the royal treasury. M:?

=1 ) In the provinces, in all the towns, the clectors of the Thir

Inrtr::;,lh: afternoon of July 14, the people besicged the old Estate appointed new municipal councils, as in Paris, 1':' rd

the representatives of royal power. They, 100, organised National

Its governor, De Launay, sheltered behind thick walls, tried  Guards. In every parish the peasants, who since the ons 10

to gain time. He counted on the intervention of the King's regi- the States-General were in a state of revoll and refusing to pay

ments to disperse the crowd. The delegates of the new municipal  their feudal taxes, marched on the chateaux and burned the old
council, who interviewed him, secured a promise that the cannon parchments on which the landowners® rights were mscribed.

which defended the Bastille should be withdrawn. But the people In a few days they freed themselves from the of a
Wan:c‘si Ih:__r:;‘urrcndcr of the garrison, composed of Swiss and secular oppression. e “.'.
Invalxics. ¢y send forward a parliamentarian, Thurior, who is T . ' | |
received by the governor. De Launay tries 1o conciliate him. rciu]lh;rI:;:;";;‘;LIE::::;E:"I #hﬂ?!l}ld f:“ﬂ!i only %h

While these conversations drag on, Santerre, a brewer from . : night
: s Clag on, : : session of August 4, when the representatives of the nobility and
Faubourg St.-Antoine, cries: * It is this very day the Bastille must ¢ clergy mh‘.‘snmlb' renounced their prhriktﬂ-uf

e ' The day of July 14, 1789, has a valuable lesson for us. It
Then a wheelwright, axe in hand, advances to the draw- shows us that the ruling classes, in their decling, refuse t “g
bridge and smashes the chains. The people penctrate through  their unjust privileges of their own free will. But the unity of the
the outer wall. The garrison fires on the attackers. A new  people always prevails against their policy of social reaction. To-
deputation from the Commune, led by a lawyer, makes a final  day, the two hundred familics, who see in fascism the suprem:
démarche to the governor. The Swiss fire once again. After a  means of maintaining their domination over the people, have an
moment’s pause, the struggle recommences. French Guards analogous attitude to that of the nobles and the King in 1789,
arrive with cannon. Now the garrison is forced to surrender. It Only the unity of the nation will save democracy and the liberties
asks for the honours of war. The people refuse, and only grant  they want to destroy and allow our country to go forward m@e

them their lives. path of human progress. ot
' 'i-u;.#
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Young Communists Greet Socialist Youth Call for United Action
Paris, July 3lst. and against the terror in Spain, Czechosioy ::lfb.b _
We reaffirm our wish for a joint meetin, o

-

On behalf of the Young Communist I[nternational, : : N e
Raymond Guyor, the General Secretary, has sent the the two Youth Internationals, 10 decide upon CTOD 4D 0

ollowing telegram to the Congress of the Young Socialist '3ken rapidly, i“_‘"i“_" of the gravity _'_“f e ‘1'—‘*1 T
inrrrmm'unu! now being held in Lille: w‘_‘“ mnﬂnead that th:_Cm-- "__":‘ o _'
On behalf of the Young Communist International, we send  1nternational will give a favourable reply to oUlSpHops
our fraternal greetings to the delegates to the Congress of the the progressive anti-fascist ?'uuth -__,;_r;_;%‘_-l'_.i."f_‘:;;.‘. <
Young Socialist International. We renew the proposals for the thing possible to obtain A/ Victe ~:ﬂ
united action of the two Youth Internationals, which we made 0“_ behalf of the Executive of 1
on June 13, 1939, 1o save peace, for the defence of the liberties International, -
and rights of youth, for aid to lhc refugees and victims of fascism,
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