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INTRODUCTION

HE questions dealt with in this little booklet
are of particular interest to the Socialist Youth
of Britain.

The hrst national organisation of Socialist Youth,
the Socialist Young Guards of Belgium, was formed
in 1886. In 1907 the first International Congress of
Socialist Youth was held. It was not until 1922 that
the first national nr(s:nisatiun of rebel working-class

youth—the Young Communist League—was formed
in Great Britain.,

The British Labour movement was represented at

the first International Congress of Socialist Youth by
an “observer.” But cold water was consistently

poured on the idea of independent organisation - of

the young workers.

‘The writings and speeches of such leaders as Karl
Licbknecht, addressed to the youth, were kept from
the British youth. News and material on the develop-

ment and problems of the Socialist Youth movement
on the Continent were also kept from them.

_Because of this the British young workers know
lide about the history of the International Socialist
Youth movement. In particular they know little of
the long and bitter struggles of the Socialist youth for
the autonomy of their organisations. |

This question of the autonomy of the Socialist

Youth organisations in relation to the parties is a
burning one in Britain to-day.

control by declaring that it is “not in any way a
separate organisation, but an integral part of the
Labour Party."”

But ::vcri;ﬂn:: knows that Labour Youth are im-
patient of the restraint imposed on them and demand
greater freedom of activity and organisation.

Faced with the dangers of war and Fascism and the
offensive of the National Government, more and more
of the Labour Youth feel they must play a part in a
united militant struggle of the working youth. They
feel themselves held back by leaders who say their
“ primary function is to foster interest in the party
among young people,” to *“enable young people to be
nurtured in the philosophy of Socialism,” and “to
enjoy fellowship in joint :Jucatinnal, recreational and
social activities.”

They demand acrioN, militant class struggle, work-
ing-class unity—and are given class collaboration,
threats of disciplinary action and arbitrary removal of
resolutions from Conference agendas on the grounds
that they “ conflict with specific decisions of the
Labour Party.”

In the I.L.P. Guild of Youth the situation is some-
what different.

The constitution of the LL.P. Guild of Youth
describes the Guild as *“ an autonomous organisation,”

Exercising this autonomy, and backed by a special
vote of a Party Conference, the Guild decided to
affiliate conditionally to the Young Communist Inter.
national as an’ organisation sympathetic to Com-
munism.

Now the leaders of the I.L.P. say this decision is

*“ incompatible with the Guild remaining the Y
Section of the I.L.P.” 5 outh
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In other words, if the Guild uses its autonomy to
take a decision not to the liking of the party leaders
they can be cut oft trom the party.

Surely this is a mockery of autonomy !

It is often claimed against the Young Communist
League that it is dominated by the Communist Party.
Fenner Brockway, Secretary of the LL.P., used this
argument to prejudice Guilders against associating
with the Communist Youth.

There is no truth in this statement.

In this pamphlet Comrade Chemodanov explains
the real basis of the Communist attitude to the youth
and to relations between Communist Parties and the

Y.C.L.s, as lard down by Lenin.

It is further explained in the Programme of the
Y.C.I. Our Programme states that the Y.C.L.s have
their own autonomous organisations, elected. bodies,
wide autonomy and their own internal questions.

True, the Y.C.L. stands under the political
leadership of the Communist Party. But the Com-
munist Party encourages and does not stand in the
way of the maximum revolutionary initiative of the
youth. It is because of this that there is no such clash

and disagreement between the Communist Youth and
the Communist Party.

Struggle or Capitulation ?

DISCUSSION is taking place in the Second

International and the Young Socialist Inter-

national at the present time on the question of
the relations between the youth and the older genera-
tion.

This discussion has great political importance in
principle and has an international character. The
socialist newspapers, however, gloss over the real con-
tent and significance of this discussion, and what they
write on this matter shows that they have absolutely
no understanding of the feelings and the processes
which are taking place among the youth or that they
do not want to understand them.

In France, for instance, some of the Socialists think
that the dissensions between the Young Socialist
organisations and the Socialist Party have arisen in
conditions when the *“closest solidarity” reigns
between them.

Others are prone to imagine that the disagreements
arose owing to a state of crisis in the Young Socialist
organisation. But both of these are deeply mistaken
when they begin to invent methods for liquidating
these disagreements. The former, for instance, think
that it is only necessary to give the youth the “ right
to study and discuss political problems™ and to give
certain ** flexibility "’ to the organisational rules, and
these disagreements will immediately disappear. The
others, on the contrary, imagine that they can get rid
of these disagreements if they manage * without
coercion ” to * firmly stick to the rules” and remind
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the youth more frequently that * there cannot be a
policy specially for the youth,”

WHAT IS THE BASIC CAUSE OF THE
DISAGREEMENTS ?

In order to give a clear and correct reply to this
question, we must remember on what basts, in what
conditions and in what connection the question of the
relations between the youth and the adults arose in the

Second International and in the Young Socialist
International.

It is our assertion that this question did not arise b
any chance. It is not simply a matter of the yout
demanding that certain amendments be made in the
organisational rules and that certain concessions
be made to them. These differences which have
taken place in the past cannot be got rid of by amend-

ments and concessions, nor can they be removed by a
“rigid " application of the rules.

The discussion on the relations between the
organisations of the youth and the party organisations
in the Second International arose in conditions of the
sharpening of the class struggle and internal im-
perialist contradictions.

The discussion arose and is developing in con-
ditions of the extreme strivings of the toiling masses
and therefore of the youth to unite their forces for a

struggle against oppression and want, against Fascism
and the danger of imperialist war.

The discussion arose in connection with the fact that
in the struggle against Fascism and imperialist war
considerable parts of the Socialist Youth were boldly
approaching the Communist Youth, and were show-

ing much greater activity than many of the parties of
the Second International in the establishment of the

united front.
6
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[t was precisely this which sharpened and laid bare
the contradictions and the disagreements between Elxr:
Young Socialist organisations and many of the parties
in the Second International, and the disagreements in
the Young Socialist International itself.

What is the essence of these contradictions and dis-
agreements and what is their fundamental causer
The cause is that the policy of the leaders of the
Second International and the majority in the Execu-
tive Committee of the Young Socialist International
does not correspond to the growing political activity of
the youth in the conditions of the class strugilc on the
chief political questions both in respect to the united

front and in the fixing of the role of the youth in the
class struggle.

THE REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH FORM A
UNITED FRONT.,

Day by day, actual practice is bringing forward ever
new cases in which the united front of the working
class and the toilers is steadily widening and strength-
ening in the striggie against Fascism. But the thing
which is most striking and which it is important to
mention is that the youth are showing enormous
initiative and activity in this matter. The initiative
and activity shown by the Communist Youth in the
establishment of a united front with the Socialist

Youth organisations meets with the fullest a ]
the Comintern and the Y.C.I. ERPo @

_']..'h: Communist Parties, on the basis of the con-
ditions of the class struggle in their countries,

cvery possible support to the Young Communist
organisations which are trying to unite the youth in

the struggle against capitalism. The Communist
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Parties and the Young Communist Leagues are to.
gether in this struggle. There are not and could not
be any differences between them on the question of
the united front, because they are for the united front.

This is not the case in the Second International and
in the Young Socialist International. The sharpening
class struggle and the increasing political :‘lctivi?' of
the masses played a sorry trick on the leaders of the

Second International and the Young Socialist Inter-
national.

In the majority of the parties of the Second Inter-
national, and in the leadership of this International, a
discussion is now taking place on the united front, i.c.,
they are talking about whether there is to be a united
tront or not. But the working class and the toiling

masses who are fighting against capitalism are already
establishing the-united front in practice.

The majority on the Executive Committee of the
Young Socialist International decided to ““ await™ the
decision of the Second International on the united
tront, fearing to make an outright decision for or
against. But the most active and revolutionary part of
the Socialist Youth, without waiting for the decisions
of the Executive Committee of the Young Socialist
International, without waiting for permission from the
party, are already establishing the united front in the

stru%lr: for their own economic and po]itical interests,
for the interests of the wnrking class against Fascism.

This was obviously bound to raise the question of
the relations existing between the Youth organisa-
tons and the Socialist Parties. It is equal

d _ ly plain that
the Socialist Parties could not remain indiﬂ‘ircnt to the

growing political activity of the youth and to their
organisations,
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The first Socialist organisation of the youth whlch
approached the Y.C.L. on the question nf‘ a joimnt
struggle was the LL.P. Guild of Youth in Great
Britain. The Guild of Youth met with a warm
response from the Y.C.L. A working agreement was
secured, and the Guild is carrying on a joint .struggl:,
together with the Y.C.L., for the deepening and
strengthening of the united front. The leaders of the
I.L.P. have not only failed to get so close to the British
Communist Party, but, on the contrary, _l:hc}' now
demand that the Guild give up the working agree-
ment and its sympathetic affiliation to the Y.C.L, and
so weaken the joint struggle with the Y.C.L. against

capitulism.

In Argentine, in the fires of the class struggle, the
Young Socialists understood that any delay in the
establishment of the united front would only serve the
purposes of the bourgeoisie. They warmly responded
to the call of the Y.C.L. for a joint struggle. The
Argentine Socialist Party, however, could find no

better way of ‘‘ persuading” the youth than to dis-
solve the Socialist Youth organisation.

In France, as we know, an agreement on the united
front was reached both with the Socialist Party and
with the Youth organisations. However, those
Socialist Youth organisations which were most revo-
lutionary inclined went further than the leaders of the
party in the establishment of unity. It is well known
that the representatives of the French Young
Socialists in the Executive Committce of the Young
Socialist International actively supported the proposal
at the Plenum to begin negotiations with the Y.C.L
on the united front. The question of the indepen-
dence of the Youth organisations became a very
urgent one in France in direct connection with this,
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because the leaders of the Socialist Party, without
themselves showing the proper activity in the struggle
tor the united front, handicapped the initiative of the
youth. These disagreements have found outward
expression in the fact that the Socialist Youth are more
and more bc%inning to demand independence,
“autonomy.” It is not impossible that the Socialist
Party will adopt Louis Levy’s proposal that the rules
be “strictly " applied, i.e., attempts will be made
* without coercion” to throw out of the leadership
and out of the Young Socialist organisation some of
those who struggle for the united tront not in words
but in deeds.

In Belgium an agreement was reached on a joint
struggle between the leaders of the Y.C.L. and the
Socialist Young Guard. We shall write separatel
of this agreement. However, we may now r:marz
that a campaign was started in the Socialist press
against the joint struggle of the Young Guards with
the Young Communists. A clear hint was given in
the press that it was inadvisable to * dissolve ™ the
Young Guard, but that “ proper” measures should
be taken in respect of those who have violated dis-
cipline.

In other words, those of the Young Guards who
have dared to make the hrst timid and hesitating
steps in the establishment of the united front and to
express their opinion of those leaders of the Young
Socialist International who hinder the establishment of
the united front, are now being coerced by the
Socialist Party of Belgium to consent to the disruption
of the united front.

We can also give similar cases from Switzerland,
and if we speak of the Labour Youth who in London,

ki «

Lancashire and Surrey condemned the resolution of
their party on national d::ftncc! then we may i[-lc.ludc:
England and some other countries. We will limit our-
selves simply to quoting two facts which show how
profound and how acute are the disagreements in the
Young Socialist International on the question of the

united front.

As we know, the Plenum of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Y.S.I. in Liege resolved to await the
decisions of the Second International on the united
front, although the broad masses of the youth are not
only voting t%r the united front but are even _csmbll.f:h—
ing it in the struggle against Fascism. This has in-
tensified the disagreements in the Young Socialist
International.

In Spain, the united front is being forged out in the
fires {}E) the class struggle, and, as we know, the Young
Socialists have raised the question of leaving ‘h';
Young Socialist International. Many organisations dl;
the Young Socialists, particularly that in '_Gmlllﬂ .
voted for leaving the Young Socialist International an
joining the Y.C.L

|
Walentheim, the president of the Young Socgaldl:: *E
organisation of SWC(E&H, who is a bitter ;tn]cm}inﬂ e
united front, also raises the question © caving LACES

Y.S.I. But he raises this question in 3 different way

from that in which it was raised by the leaders of the

Spanish Young Socialists. In Spain the quﬁum"

leaving the Young Socialist International was raiscc

because the majnrity of the -Ext:CLIli'-"t C:alfrl;llll:tgm ﬁ
the Young Socialist International were oL

d Interpational
the policy of the leaders of the Secon o
ag“iﬁtli{w united front. In Sweden, the quest

Inter-
raised by Walentheim is @ threat to leave the 7]
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national in case negotiations are started with the Y.C.I.
tor a joint struggle.

These facts show that the discussion on the rela-
tions between the young and the old generation in
the Second International is developing on the basis of
different political principles than the Socialist papers
are trying to represent.

Differences exist and are becoming keener not so
much on the organisational questions as on the question
of the principles behind the policy of the Second Inter-
national and the majority of the members of the
Executive Committee of the Young Socialist Inter-
national.

By their actions, by their growing political activity,
the youth are not asking for concessions, but for a
radical change in the policy of handicapping and
disrupting the united front.

THE YOUTH HAVE THE RIGHT TO
POLITICAL LIFE.

The most revolutionary part of the Socialist Youth,
who at the present time form the Left Wing of the
Second International, are demanding the revision of
the out-of-date dogmas of the Second International and
of its entire policy. One of their chief demands just
now is the radical alteration of the reformist definition
of the role of the youth in the class struggle and the
attitude of the International towards it. In trying to
strengthen their weakened influence on the youth,
some Socialist leaders write that the time has possibly

arrived when the youth can be given the right to

“examine and study political problems.”  Others
think that those who put the question in that way are

lagging behind real life, because the youth already

12

ve this right, but *“ there cannot be a special youth
:::;if:y." W.‘i-ﬂ, we can say to both of them that they

are all 25 years behind real life!

This is not at all difficult to prove if we look at the
history of the deyelopment of the International

Socialist Youth movement.

In 1907 in Stuttegart there was an In:grnanunl:l
Congress of the Socialist Youth. Karl Licbkm;:l:c ;
played a big role in calling this Congress. It was ca -
in spite of the wishes of the Socialist Parties, aPt:
during this Congress an attempt was made to uni
the Socialist Youth organisations of varying caqntnc;
into an International of the Youth. The formation o
an International of the Youth presup sed the ::;;
dependent organisational existence  © the iguc!rlcd
organisations. Lhe reformists at the time cons

that “ there was no sPccial yﬂpth Pﬂhff deht::lf:ot:c
youth had no business to go 1nto politics. I i
they did everything to cut down 'thc righ R
Youth International. They saw to it that 'm:lt a di:gnt
Socialist Youth organisation r:auld have 1n ;P;":} Sl
connections with the Intcrnattqnal Bureatl; ?nsi e the il
With the help of the op rtunist clcmclﬁ 1 '. |
Youth movement, the reformists Wﬂ:'i amintgﬂf' these
the start to prevent the proper develop SR

attempts of the youth to unitc OF an |

scale. s
Later, in 1908, German social dﬁﬁ::!;ﬁ; )
played a prominent role 1n ﬂgﬂﬁ“iﬂ :n Nuremberg
very definitely decided at 1ts JE:: ~Youth organisa-
against the formation ﬂ:f ﬂ‘kf[_""‘thc Congress it was
tions. In thc I'Eﬁﬂlun:":ll Dﬂ}ﬁﬂ tﬂSkS Wil'hﬂ _‘_":; _—
decided ‘““to carry ou . vions, 4 cOMMIS-
yl Youth ﬂrgmlsautﬁis?auth.’" D ¥

formation of specia
on
sion must be formed for work among
13



As we know, these tasks were to prevent the youth
from taking an active part in the economic struggle
of the working class, on the grounds that this was the
basis of the trade unions and not of the youth, These
tasks were to prevent the youth from taking an active
part in politics, on the Erﬂumls this was the business
of the party. These tasks were to f;ive the youth the
“right” to obtain cultural knowledge and to * study
political problems.”

It can be seen from this that when people do not
understand the conditions in which the post-war
generations of young toilers developed and took form,
when they do not understand the role played by the
youth in the class struggle, in the struggle against
Fascism and imperialist war, then their arguments are
too old and outof-date. But we are not only con-
cerned with the arguments used by those who oppose
the independence of the youth, who are now showing
%rcut activity in the struggle for the united front. The

act is that while the Fascists are striving, by means of
unprecedented demagogy, by flattery, and also by
means of brutal terror, to bring the youth under their
influence and to train them in a slavish spirit, people
can still be found in the Socialist camp who, instead of
activising the youth in the struggle against Fascism,
are trying to fetter their activity and restrain them

from showing initiative in the class struggle, from
establishing the united front.

The Socialist Youth, the most revolutionary part of
the Socialist Youth, are now very urgently faced with
the choice of either actively participating in the class
strugﬁl: on the basis of the united front, and conse-

uently of fighting for their independence, for their
rights, or clse of capitulating to those who are still
Occupying a waiting position on the question of mobi-
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lising the toiling ynulh and uniting their forces in the
struggle against Fascism,

[t is precisely for this reason that we should remind
e Socialist Youth of what was said many ymriagri
by Lenin, the follower apd continuer of the wor s;:
Marx and Engels. During the war he wrote in the
magazine International of Youth = :—

“Jt frequently happens that the representatives uﬁ
the old generation are unable to make a P::E:h
approach to the youth, who of ncccs.sn?t [;pp i
Socialism in a different way from their ia dtrs,t 2
by the same path, not in the same form an numﬂmr
the same conditions. Therefore, among

things, we must undoubtedly sutﬁport ﬂ"; ﬂ;ngzmnf*:t
tional independence of the You L“‘fg“. 1 of this
only because the opportunists arc 4 fﬂ; P
independence, but becausc of the fah':tt}s1 0 byt o
for without complete indcptﬂdm::d s:g listst mor
neither make themselves 1nto ot

make preparations to carry Socia _ :
i what the Socialist Youth -shnqld

This is precisely o

understand and thorough
moment. It will not be dI
the question of the rclaunrlls
young generation have alreacdy of the Co

: : tice -
Leninist manner in the Pra€C=e o o or

International. The Communi the |
are struggling and dF"dﬂw g;::,:i:l;hat th
the Communist Partics. . ot put '
the Communist Parties d0 ?Yol:lth organ -
initiative of the Commutgljn to show e great

on the contrary, rc'q!:ir:.__ o in the class StrUg
Siblﬂinitiﬂtivti acth’lf)' ﬂﬂ.d en .gy bflng Or g el

The Communist Youth o i
tionally independent, try S
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these demands in the struggle for the united front, in
the struggle for the economic and political rights and
witerests of the toiling youth, for the cause of the
working class, and they are trying to justify this great
Leninist confidence in the youth,

We are sure that the revolutionary part of the
Socialist Youth, without hesitating at any obstacles and
difficultics, will be able independently to understand
those disagreements which have arisen in the Young
Socialist International and in the Second lntcrnatiunat
In the class struggle, in the struggle for the united
front and for their own inde nggncc, they will be
able to find the path which will help them to become
bold and firm fighters against Fascism, for Socialism,
and to cast out of their ranks the Walentheims who
try to disrupt the establishment of the united front on
behalf of the interests of the bourgcoisie,

January
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