THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Mardhing Forwards
By R. Schiller (Moscow).

After fen days conference, the 1V. Bureau Session
of the Y.C.I. (Enlarged Executive) has now ended. It
has dealt with the political situation and the tasks of tne
Y.C. 1, the struggle against war danger and militarism,
factory nuclei work, the combatting of Fascism, work among
the rural youth, the program, 1raéc un‘on work, educationa
work, and the proletarian sport movement. d

The 1V. Bureau Session of the Y.C. L. is a clear proof of
the progress made lzelhe Y.C. L duriug the past year. The
time is past when the slogan “mass organization ™ was still
an object of theoretical principle under discussion in the Y.C. L,
and its practical application accompaunied by internal crises.
NoWw a great living world organizatuon is at’ work, one which
has already made a 1| siride forward on the road to the
conquest of the masses of working youth for communism, and
is foday bending all its enaii‘ea to complete this task. The time
of 1921/22 is past, when the depression in the ranks of the
working class reached its cI'max, and was expressed among the
outh by a wide-spread indifference to all political struggle, and
‘y a cousiderable growth of social democratic influence and of the
sccial democrafic youth organizafions. The influence exercised
by the social democratic youth organizations on the unorganized
youth is beginning to diminish in the most important countries,
and despite, or rather on account of, the Hamburg amalgamation,
these organizations suffer greatly from increasing antagonisms
and acute disagreements between the ever more numerous adhe-
rents of the united front and the ever more reactionary right.
But the Young Communist International, despite the heavy blows
dealt by the reaction in cooperation with the social democra
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vitalized during the period just past, especially since the
111, Congress. e participation in the strugele and and in p:rty
life has become much greater everywhere. * Youth is the sait

of the party” is a saying whick we now hear on all sides.
Where the lines laid down by the Cl have been discussed, and
the majority of the party has taken sides against the CI, as in
Norway and Sweden, there the YCI. may regard its sections
with justifiable pride, for these have stood jor the CL. with
unwavering loyalty. o

The struggle against war danger and Fascism, and for the
united frout, for which the 111. Congress of the YCL. appealed,
found its expression in various successiul enterpriscs. The anti-
military work in the Rubr disirict was carried out with success.
An effectual international propaganda campaign was conducied
against war danger and Fascism. The umted front tactics,
indefati-ably appled in connection with the Ruhr occupation and
the Hamburg gougress. have resulted in important successes
among the social democratic youth. o _

It hardly requires to be said that political activity again
formed the chief business of the Bureau Session, whose work
may be regarded as a continuation of that of the Enlarged
Executive of the CL in its application to youth. The YCL s
now faced with the task of carrying its political activity further,
and of rendering it more concrele. The mighty masses of proie-
tarian and peasant youth must also be won for the slogan of the
workers' and peasants’ government, and brought into the YCL.s.
The support given the party, and cooperation in its work, must
be increased. It is unnecessary to emphasize the fact that the
YCL and the YCL.s belong everywhere to the most faithiul
champions of the Conununist International, and wil so continue,
refusing to be led astray by any differences with or agitation
against the CL., and maintaining their right to stand for the CL
wherever its initiatives are discussed. The fight against mili-
tarism and war danger is being based more and more on careful
anti-military work in the army and among the masses of workers
and peasants, and on international cooperation, and was debated
accordingly. Fascism, especially in its effects on youth, was
cxhausljve(y dealt with, and the forms of combatting it, as well
as the methods of participaiion of working youth and YCL.'s
in the struggle against it, were laid down from every point of
view —political, propagandist, educational, and with reference to
defence organizations of the working youth. Even the blows
previously dealt us by the reaction have proved useful, and the
dissolution and persecution of our organizations will not find
us so unprepared in the future. The struggle for the united
front will continue (o be one of the main objects of our activity,
although, after’ the shameful Hamburg Congress, we are now
oblifnﬁ to carry on this work above all among the masses, in
local organizations, in the workshops and factories, in the trade
unions, and in the country.

Qur political activity has increased our influence of late
on the masses of working youth, but in future we must strengthen
and improve our work in this direction, if it is to sirike firm
roofs.

The chief importance of the Bureau Session lies in the
fact that it dealt with this question in a practical and detailed
vayl.‘ and issued concrete directions to the Leagues for actual
work,

The frcmst store is thus {o be set today on the emergetic
execution of the resolutions passed by the IIl. Congress of the
YCIL., which demand the strengthening of mass work the
creation of factory nuclei and the reorganization of the YCL.s
ou this principle. At the present stage of our work, this question
has become a leadiny one for the YCL.s, and it is only its
correct and energetic solution which will enable us to ‘continue
on the road to a mass organization, and to combine all our
efforts—political, econom’c, edueational and propagandist—into
a mass work closely bound up with the life and r of the
working classes. In ()ern:l:iy. where the resolutions passed by
the 111. Congress with regard to the formation of factory nuclei
and the reorganization of the Leagues were cm%eﬁally applied,
and“where we have already 160 nuclei with members, we
can repert great and even wonderful success. For instance,

6000 new members were gained within 7 months (20%!). The
BumuSuﬁmlddtheo&er

Leagues that it was time for them

s S:uiandea}gwlththeeqnlly
and systematically
the work in the frade unions, in \lhad of the

communist youth education, still counts amiong our weakest
points. On the three questions the Bureau Session, affer
thorough discussion, passed detailed resolutions and directions
which will result in a marked improvement of our work in these
departments.

For the first time at an international conference of the
YCL the question of work among the rural youth was concretel
discussed. A large amount of material and experience has a
ready been got together with regard to this still new line of
work, so that the Bureau Session was in a position to draw up
a list of actual economic and cultural demands for the rural
ycuth, thus giving us a basis for our propaganda and the
possibility of mabilizing the youth of the villages to aid us in
the struggle for the werkers' and peasants’ government. It was
entirely m keeping with the spirit of practical mass work that
the Bureau Session of the YCIL should also have dealt with the
workers’ gymnastic and spori movement.

Thus the YCL, conjointly with the Cl, has drawn up
comprehensive p}aus for its tasks of the near future, and has at
the same fime given us a certain basis for the fulfilment of these
tasks in a series of resoiutions worthy of the attention of the
whole communist movement.

We have also a guarantee for their fulfilment in the inter-
national organization of the CYL, which is becoming steadily
stronger, larger, and more active in its capacity of a world
orgamzation. The youthful commumists everywhere are fo be
counted among the most enthusiastic champions of the Commu-
nist International as a World Party, and among the staunchest
opponents of all federal and decenfralizing tendencies, for their
own laborious work in the YCI. has brought them the certain
knowledge that today a Workers’ International is either a World
Party or it is nothing

Review of the Youn¢ Guard of the
German Proletariat
By Kadathe Pohl (Gotha),

The national conference of the Communist Children's
Groups held its session at Gotha at a time when the very exi-
stence of the German working class is threatened both by un.
bridled exploitation and by the armaments of the reaction,
250 girls and koys from every part of Germany met fogether
here, in order to discuss the misery of the children of the workin
people, the school struggle, the communist chiddren’s press,
the entire work of the communist children’s groups. The con.
ference was conducted by a presidium of three boys and tl.ree
girls. With the excepiion of the rejort of the central, all the

eches on the questions on the agenda were made l?v children.

e independence, and the political and organizational schooling
of tre children, werzs here clearly apparent. The conference was
a true reflex of the present situation of the working class, of its
revolutionary maturity and readiness {o fight. The majority of
the children were under-nourished, cleanly %ul poorly clad. But
revolutionary determination and fighting courage éunckrixul
their speeches. Tlnaddmsudthegiscussiououﬂulcbool
struggle again showed that the German bourgecis republic, and
the socialist governments of Saxony and Thuringia, have not
even umdes in protecting the children in the schools from
mns!uueqt by mpnz, or from monarchist infection.
ging is ibited,

Th ia. ﬁoe proletarian children have to ect

ph;ﬁly and mentally against the bhck-wh:’t:-o:d herces and
tteir blows. This fact has created a revolutionary situation in
the German primary schools. The children have fo on

it gees on energetically in Saxomy and
themselves
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