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THE UTOPIA OF MR. AND 

MRS. WEBB. 

A Constitution for the Socialist Com- 

monwealth of Great Britain. by Sydney 

aud Beatrice Wevb. (Longmans Green 

and Co,, 12/6.) 

Socialists who study the Webbs’ proposals 

will be amazed to find their socialist Con 

stitution leading off with the statement that 

does not involve the abolition of the ancient 

institution of an hereditary Monarch. 

ant naively, the authors observe that sue 

u titular or ceremonial headship is ahnost in 

dispemable, especially for the British 

: Commonwealth of Nations. No one, 

they add, has been able to suggest any prac 

tical way in which the congeries of races, 

. religions, and civilisations that we call the 

| lsritish Empire, could either do without a 
titular head, or obtain one by popular election 
among 400 millions of people. 

The Lords. 
The House of Lords Mr. and Mrs. Webb 

would abolish, but: 
Whether the little group of La 

Lords who are now made peers in order 
that they may form the Supreme Court 
of Appeal, should or should not continue, 
for this puresy judicial purpose, to sit under 

| the title, and with the archunic dignity of 
the House of Lords, does not seem material 
One learns as one reads that things woul! 

be surprisingly little changed in this Utopin 
of the Webbs. 

Two Pariiaments. 
The Webbs have not disdained to Copy «ron 

the Guild Socialists the proposals to make two 
Parliaments, but they divide the functions 
‘somewhat differently in this curious Con 
stitution of theirs. One of their l’arliaments 

| is called a polit.cal Parliament: its function 
is to deal with national defence, international 
relations and the administration of justice, its 

‘ sphere being guilelessly described as the 
Police Power. The other nations will 
hardly appreciate the title, which seems to 

suggest a divine right of the Britis» 
Empire to act as the policenimn of the world 
The business of the second, or Social Par- 
lament, is described as housekeeping. 

Imperialism. 
After a word or two about the Army and 

Navy, the authors observe that the guar- 
dianship of non-adulé communities, and the 
gradual working out of self-government for 
them, must long remain part of the func. 
tions of the Political Democracy of Great 
Britain. . 

The remark does not surprise us, for both 
in the Boer War and the last war, the Webbs 
have thrown in their lot with Jingo Im. 

: perialism; but we protest that this view is 
| altogether out of keeping with Socialist 

ideology. The maintenance of order and the 

Courts of Justice at home are stressed as im 
portant, and we are told that the Voliticai 
Parliament will require a Premier, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, and one or more Ministers 
for the Dominions, India, the Crown Colo. 
nies and Dependencies, one or more Ministers 
of National Defence, and a Minister of 
Justice. 

The League of Nations, say the authors, 
may cause the armies and navies to survive 
merely as police torces—against whom they 
do not ind'cate; and the British Empire mav 
evolve into an Alliance of Free Nations, but 
these things they insist will take a long time: 
in any case, the Foreign Office. the Colonial 
Office, and the India Office will grow busier 

Do not fear, O King: the Webbs will not 
abolish you! Do not fear, O ruling families 
of England; there will always pe posts for 
your sons in the Government offices of the 
Webbs’ Utopia! Moreover: 

More Work for the Lawyers. 
The Political Democracy has plainly a 

great and even a growing sphere in the 
Ministry of Justice. The suppression of 
riots may fill a smaller space. . There 
may be a diminution ot crimes, of malice 
or violence but the relations of one 

citizen to another, and of all citizens to the 

Vaiious organs of the community, will need 

regulating, und their mutual diere“ 

will need to be authoritatively wdjusted, nul 

ss in the future thau im te past; bul, 

ou the contrary, with the growing inter: 

dependence of the population, very mucn 

more than in a smple community. The 

growth of the work of the Courts vl Justice 

in the domain of civil proceedings, will, we 

unagine, more thun keep pace with the 

decline in their criminal work. 

Obviously the Webes have taken pains to 

disarm the hostility of the legal profession 

towards their Utop.an schemes; but in pro 

mising plenty of work for the lawyers the) 

have forgotten the millions of people whw 

will dislike the prospect of being the victims 

of the legal profess on. Indeed, these tuo 

cautious peopie who nre 80 anxious that 

nothing should be said that might alarm those 

who fear to contemplate a change from the 

present system, have produced a constitution 

which would leave chings much as they are 

could it come mto operation. 

The Object of Socialisation. 
The Web. s explicitly state that they do not 

ihink private property, private capitalist en- 

Lerprise, and the inmheritance of property will 

over completely d sappear. In so far as the v 

propose expropriation of the Capitalist, they 

chy crve: 

Lach owner should receive in compen- 

sation the fair market value ot that of 

which he is compulsorily dispossessed, as 

between u willing seller and a willing buyer 

the community will, of course, w@ 

saddled with the interest and sinking fund 

or the annuity; and will thus on the .ace 

of it be no wealthier than before; just as 

the expropriated person will be no poorer. 

and the ugercgate tribute on product'on 

levied by owners.up no less than before 

ihe object of * socialisation is * socialisa 

tion — that is to say, the transformation 

of profit-making enterprise into public ser 
vice, not the enrichment of the community 

bv confiscation. 

‘That seems to us a most erroneous state 
ment. ‘To us it seems that the objects of 
socialisation are to free production from the 
tribute levied by non-producers, and, pre- 
cisely, to enrich the community. Mr. and 
Mrs, Webb, trom their home on the Tharme- 
Umbaukment, need not go far „ find ene 
poverty of tne community and its extreme 
eed of enrichment: neglected houses urgently 

requiring the expenditure of labour and 
inaterial upon them are within a stone's throw 
ot their dwelling ; overcrowding, tack of toed. 

clothing, fuenivure, and ati the necessities of 
life, are to be seen in acute form amongst 
people living out a very snort distance non. 

their door 

The Webbs observe, as a corrective, that the 

Socialist Commonwealth will tax the ecitivens 

in proportion to their ability to pay, and 

therefore the compensation to expropriated 
Capitalists will be paid by taxes raised from 
the Capitalists. 

lt is clear, however, that the Capitalist, in 

the long run, swiftly passes the cost of taxa 
ton on to be borne by others. The exampl. 

of the super-tax should have taught that to 
whoever hod failed to realise it before. 

The Webbs’ Utopia would by no means re- 
move the burden of non-productive labour. 

it would greatly increase it. As they insist 
there will be more work for the lawvers 
They also insist on a superabundance of 
Government officials and elected persons 
Wages, and all the existing ramifica- 

tions of the money system, are to con 
tinue <A national minimum wage for each 
ocenpation will be fixed by elected persons 

which wilt provide approximate economic 
„ unlity: but added to this functional ex 
penses '' will be allowed, aceording to the 
eharacter of the occupation. These will pro. 
vide, no doubt, for the privileges of those wh, 
are erafty and avaricious enough to expect 
more than thev sre willing shall be permitted 
te others. Tt is interesting to observe ine 
scorn expressed towards the present payment 

uf Members ot l'arhament, which, accor 

iv the Webbs, is burcih sufficient tw pay y 

wemvuers poste slulups. One cay cus 
visualise the ot, e ol living that some elected 
persons I Geciure lo be Lecessury to the 

i:uncvol. 

the Webbs declare that the workshop 
cuunot be allowcd autonom: it must = 

under perpetua. direction and contro! 

ding 

Jt 
superior authoricy. ihe workers niay Do 

eicct their managers. these must be ap. 
pointed uy super authority and deleted 6 

persons with judginenis tiained to that end 

jue expert—nay, tic person whose sole lune 

tion is to select the expert—is to contro 
everyone. 

‘the people who actually curry out a task 

ure in no case o be trusted to do so. Iven 
when the elemenc of proht- making is elimm. 
ated, the Webos seem to be convinced thy 
bad work will be given unless some INS pector 
is liable to appear to enlorce punishment * 
cuse of default he people who do the work 

ure assumed to be tucupable of ai D taining 7 
high standard except by outside pressure. 

Moreover, these Utopiaus are obsessed py 
the idea of injustices, disputes, and wrong 
(joing. The socia: Parliament, they antic; 
pute, will be always des.ring o make punitiy. 
regulations, but to sufeguard the liberty 
the citizens these must be sanctioned Ly the 
’olitical Varliament The s’olitical Parlis. 
ment, on the other hand, will ve always de 
siring to spend money on its punitive forces 
ils army, navy, and police force; but to limit 
sch experdituie it must be sanctiord by 
ine Social larhement. If a strike broke ow 
ithe workers would pe striking against (ue 
social Parliament or the National Board 9 
ie industry concerned. The Webbs naively 
ussert that the strikers would de assured 3 
veing dealt with impartially, ecause it would 
be the Politica! Varliament which would sens 
the police Lo keep them in order. 

The Webbs oppose occupational voting » 
any sort of Soviet admin:stration. They ob. 
jcct that there are more miners than doctor 
und, therefore, an occupational franchise 
would not provide proportional representation 
Moreover, they say that the members of an 

ussembly elected on vocational lines could 
have no direct interest in common. fe 
have interests in common .. . appears to ve 
indispensable for any eliective assembly, 
they say. 

The last objection seems to us extremely m 
consistent, for surely an assembly of econo 
mically equal produceis in a Socialist Com 
monwealth must have infinitsiy more in 
common than the Parliament o. to-day, com 
posed as it is of competitive Capitalists 
lawyers, and profess.:onal politicians fog, 
ther careers, as well as representatives ol 
wave workers! 

The entire fabric of the Webbs’ Utopia, and 
the standpoint from whieh they approach it. 
however, seems to us fundamentally apt 
Socialist. ihey visualise an assembly of 

warring interests, and competing claims, and 
% doubt under the constitution they propose, 
they would get such an assembly 

They do not seem to contemplate that 

miners would met as miners co discuss We 

eliciency of mining, without any attempt © 
outvote doctors, who, if they should meet ™ 
assembly with miners, would come to vor 

the medical requirements for safeguarding 
the health of miners without any thought or 
capacity of curtailing the economic position 
of miners. The idea of tutoring, inspecting: 
regulating and punishing the people runs. 
us they say in another connection. like 
red thread through all the Webbs’ proposals 
They do not visualise a society of intelligem 
people of good will, working with zest a 
their own volition for the iove of work, 
pleasure of seeing its results, and for we 
common service. The Webbs cannot imagine 

„ society in which all are freely supplied 1 
the common products, ever ready in 4 
dance for all comers. 

The Utopia of the Webbs is that of the 
policeman and the inapcector. It is a 
of class distinctions und economic difference? 

It will not do. 
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THE 

SEVEN THAT WERE HANGED. 
(By Leonid Andresey, a Famous Russian 

Author.) 

X. 
THE WALLS CRUMBLE. 

The unknown, surnamed Werner, was « 
man fatigued by struggle. He had loved life. 
the theatre, society, art, literature, passion 
ately. Endowed with an excellent memory, 

he spoke several languages periectly. He was 

fond of dress, and had excellent manners. 

Of the whole group of terrorists, he was the 
only one who was able to appear in society 
without risk of recogu tion 

For a long time already, and without his 
comrades having noticed it, he had enter. 

tained « profound contempt for men. More 
of a mathematician than a poet, ecstasy an! 
insp ration had remained so far things un- 

known to him; at times ne would look upon 
himself as a madman seeking to square the 
c'rcle in the seas of human blood. The 
enemy against which he daily struggled could 
not inspire him with respect; it was nothing 
but a compact network of stupidities, tren 

sons, falsehoods, base deceits The thing 
that had finally destroyed in him for ever 
it seemed to him, the desire to life was his 
execution of a police spy in obedience to the 
order of his party. He had killed him tran- 
quilly, but at sight of this human counten- 
ance, inanimate, calm, but still false, pitiable 
in spite of everything, he suddenly lost his 
esteem for himself und his work. He con- 
sidered himself as the most indifferent, the 
least interestng, of beings. Leing a man of 
will, he did not love his party; apparently he 
remained the same; but from that time there 
was something cold and terrifying in his eyes 
He said nothing to anyone. 

He possessed also a very rure quality: he 
knew not fear. He pitied those of his com. 

redes who had this feeling, especially Vasilv 
Kashirin. But his pity cold, almost 
official. 

Wiis 

Werner understood that the execution was 
not simply death, but also something more 

In any case, he was determined to meet t 
caliniy, to live until the end as if nothing 

had happened or would happen Only in 
this wav could he express the profoundest con 
temnt for the execution and preserve his 
liberty of mind. In the court-room—his com 
rades, although knowing well his cold an! 
naughty intrepidity, perhaps would not have 
believed it themselves—he thought not of life 
or of death: he played in his mind a difficult 
game of chess, giving it his deepest and 
quietest attention. An excellent player, he 
had begun this game on the very day of his 
imprisonment, and he kept it up continually 
And the verdict that condemned him did not 
displace a single piece on the invisible board. 

The idea that he probably would not finish 
the game did not stop Werner. On the morn. 
ing of the last day he began by correcting a 
plan that had failed the night before. With 
hands pressed between his knees, he sat a long 
time motionless; then he arose, and began 

to walk, reflecting. He had a gait of his own; 
the upper part of his body inclined a little 
forward, and he brought down his heeis 
forcibly ; even when the ground was dry, he 
left clear footprints behind him. He whistled 
softly a rather simple Italian melody, which 
helped him to reflect. 

Rut now he was shrugging his shoulders 
and feeling his pulse. His heart beat fast. 
but tranquillly and regularly, with a sonosuut 
force. Like a novice thrown into prison tor 
the first time, he exarnined attentively the 
cell, the bolts, the chair screwed to the wall, 
and said to himself 

Why have I such a sensation of joy, of 
liberty? Yes, of liberty; I think of to-morrow’s 
execution, and it seems to me that it does 
not exist. I look at the walls, and they seem 
to me not to exist either. And I feel ag free 
as if, instead of being in prison, I had just 
come out of another cell in which I had been 
confined all my life. 

Werners hands begun to tremble, a thing 
unknown to him. His thought became mor 
and more vibrant. It seemed to him thai 
tongues of fire were moving in his head, trying 
to escape trom his brain to lighten the still 
vbscure distance Finally the flame darted 
forth, and the horizon was brilliantly 
tiluminated. 

The vague lassitude that had tortured 
Werner during the last two years had dis- 
appeared at sight of death; his beautiful youth 
cure back us he plaved. It was even some 

thing more than beautiful youth. With the 
astonishing clearness of mind that sometimes 
lifts man to the supreme heights of medita 
tion, Werner saw suddenly both life and 
ceath ; and the majesty of this new spectacle 
ruck him. He seemed to be foll wing a 
path os narrow us the « ge of a ede, on 
the crest of the loftiest mountain. On one 
side he saw life, and on the other he saw 
death; und they were like two deep seas, 
sparkling and beautiful, melting into each 
other at the horizon in a single infinite 
extension 

What is this, then? 
tnole! snid he slowly 

Fle arose involuntarily and straightened up. 
xs if in presence of the Supreme Being. And. 
annihilating the walls, annihilating space and 
time. by the force of his all-penetrating look. 
he cast his eves into the depths of the life 
that he had quitted. 

And life took a new aspect. He no longer 
tried. as of old, to translate into words what 

he was; moreover, in the whole range of 
human language, still so poor and miserly, 
he found no words adequate. The paltry. 
dirty, and evil things that suggested to him 
contempt and sometimes even disgust at the 
sight of men had completely disappeared, just 
as, to people rising in a balloon, the mud and 

What a divine spec. 

filth of the narrow streets become invisible 

and ugliness changes into beauty. 
With an unconscious movement. Werner 

walked toward the table and ieaned upon +t 
with his right arm Haughty and authori- 
tarian by nature, he had never been seen in « 
prouder, freer, and more imperious attitude: 
never had his face worn such a look, never 
uind he so lifted up his head, for at no previous 
time had he been as free and powerful as 
now, in this prison, on the eve of execution, 
at the threshold of death 

In hfs illuminated eyes men wore a new 
aspect, an unknown beauty and charm. frie 
hovered above time, and never had this 
humanity, which only the night before was 

howling like a wild beast in the forests, 

appeared to him so young What had hereto 

fore seemed to him terrible, unpardonable. 
and base, became suddenly touching and 
naive, just as we cherish im the child the 
awkwardness of its behaviour, the incoherent 

stammerings in which its unconscious genius 
glimmers, its laughable errors and blunders 
its cruel bruises. 
My dear friends! 
Werner smiied suddenly, and his attitude 

lost its haughty and imposing force. Agam 
he became the prisoner suffering in his narrow 
cell, weary of seeing a curious eye steadily 
fixed upon him through the doer He sat 
down, but not in his usual stiff position, and 
looked at the walls and the gratings with a 
weak and gentle smile such es his free ond 

never worn And something happened which 
had never happened to him before: he wept 
Mu dear comraaes!’’ he whispered, shed 

ding bitter tears. M dear comrades! — 
What mysterious path had he followed to 

pass from a feeling of unlimited and haughty 
liberty to this passionate and moving pity? 
He did not know. Did he really pity his 
comrades, or did his tears hide something 

more passionate. something really greater? 

His heart, which had suddenly revived and 
reblossomed, could not tell him. Werner 
wept, and whispered : 

‘* My dear comrades! My dear comrades! 
And in this man who wept, and who smiled 

through his tears, no one—not the judges, or 

his comrades, or himself—would have recog- 
nised the cold and haughty Werner, sceptical 
end insolent. 

i LOUGHING A LONELY 
FURROW. 

lic was an inhabitant of the New Forest. 

and when | first met him his figure attracted 
attention immediately. Obviously be waa 

.ot a Forest native, though he strode along 
with confidence and an air of stolid indepen- 
dence Hic was over six feet in height, and 

strode with long measured steps, hands in 
ots. tle was probably just over 80, but 

appeared older vy the beard he wore. Mis 

eyes especially betrayed his foreign origin 

ite was a Czecho-Slovakian. 
To most of his neighbours he was taciturn; 

but I possessed a key to his heart—sympathy 
and understanding—and to me he talkel 

freely 

In his native country his father had veen 
u well-to-do manufacturer who fell on evil 
days. The son came to Fogland and worked 
in the textile factories oi the West Riding 
lere he learned the English language and the 
characteristics of Yorkshire people. Here 
also he understooa the slavery of the opera. 
tives to their machines and mille and mill 

owners, 

Hie lone for freedom, and for the open 
air lie wanted release from the thraldom 

of industrinlism. He resented being exploited 

and believed im co-operation as an alternative 
to e\ploitation He looked lovingly towards 

the fand, aa the opportunity of joining « 
Group of similarly minded people presented 
itself. There proved to be an incompatibility 
of temperament, and he left them. But ne 

had learnt much. His knowleage of human 
nature had grown, and his technical know 

ledge had been considerably enhanced. 
The desire for freedom and the open air was 
as strong as ever. In the New Forest he 
sought his opportunity. He rented three 
acres of land and a thatched cottage. His 
capital was of the smallest. It was months 
before he could borrow sufficient money to 
buy a donkey. M6 

Until then he was his own donkey, and 
worked early and late. He borrowed a horse 

and plough when able, and cultivated much 
of his land by digging. He faced overwhelm. 
ing odds. The land was smothered with 
couch grass. He had to erect his own pig- 
styes and goat sheds. His rent he com- 
plained was unreasonable. Oftentimes he 
had ro more than a shilling or two in hand, 
and was in debt. He was his own house 
keeper as well as his own farm hand. Re- 
turning to his cottage he bad to light his own 
fire and prepare his own meal. He did his 
own washing and his own mending. His 
clothes were well, but always neatly patched 
Sometimes he would leave his land work o 
do carpentry for ready cash. 

In his kitchen hung his violin, but rarely 
did it give forth music, and when it did t 
was usually of a mournful kind. He yearned 
to express himself on canvas, but could not 
find the time. 

Because he lived the open-air life, because 
he desired neither to exploit nor be exploited, 
he persevered in the ploughing of his lonely 
furrow. He was proud of his perseverence, 
but he paid the price. He paid in the in- 

numerable -hings he was compelled to sacri. 
fice. which in turn brought at times irrita- 
bility of temper. 

He regretted nothing. He. considered his 
work a discipline. He realised salvation 
could only come through combined effort, and 
his ides! of co-operation was his inspiration 

For the cause of freedom he enslaved him- 
self more fully than the factories enslaved 
him. To those who knew him his example 
inspires and prompts a deeper faith in the 
ultimate reabsation of the co-operative 
commonwealth. E. B. 

— 

More bombing by the British in Irak 
Shiekh Mahmud is suspected of intriguing 
with the Turks. so the British Government 
are giving a demonstration of the blessings of 
British rule. 
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Sur View. 

AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS have gone 
back to work for a wage of 25/- 
for 50 hours’ work, 6d. an hour 

Labourers’ being paid for the first four 
Hunger Pact. hours overtime, and 71d. per 

hour thereafter. 
The settlement was arranged by Mr 

Ramsay Macdonald, Leader of the Labour 

Party, in his room at the House of Commons. 

The Bishop of Norwich has given thanks to 

God for this hunger pact, and has invited tne 
representatives of the Farmers and Agricul. 
tural Labourers’ Union to celebrate the pact 
by a luncheon in his Palace. 

The farmers locked out the men because 
they refused to accept a reduction of wages 

to Id. an hour for 50 hours. The labourers 
then plucked up courage to demand 30/ a 
week. ‘ihey have been negotiated into 
acceptance of the 25/- they had before the 
lock-out. 

The Bishop said: 

The good will all round has never tailed. 
and 1 want to celebrate this splendid fact in 
a fellowship of intercourse round my table 
with my friends. 
O ye pharisees and hypocrites! 

„ . * 
THE LABOURERS wage remains at 25% 

for 50 hours, out the farmers 
Farmers have secured concessions trom 

¥. the Government which will 

Labourers, better their financial position. 
Taxation of agricultural land 

is to be reduced, and an excise duty is to be 
placed on imported barley. The labourer: 
are given no share of these benefits: thei 
position is as it was before the lock-out—lower 
than before the war. 

. . . 
REVOLT seems to be waking at last amongs: 

the much-oppressed workers 
What of the Ruhr. We await direct 
1 news of what happened at 
at Mulheim? Mulheim; but we reject as 

altogether impossible and ex 
tremely ill-jud the story which Mr 
Price, writing Berlin to the Daily 
Herald, gives trom an eye-witness at Mul 
heim. lt is there suggested that the affair was 
engineered by the French, who had offered the 
strikers 1,000,000,000 marks each if they 
would arrest and deliver to the French the 
German police official, Weinolt. The French 
have made many arrests; they could easily 
arrest another German police official; should 
they desire. Mr. Philips Price concludes 
that Communists have had nothing to do with 
the affair. Mr. Philips Price is referring, of 
course, to the Parliamentary Third Interna- 
tional Communists, with whose Berlin head. 
quarters he is in close touch. He is doubtless 
well informed as to the activities of the Third 
Internationalists, but it is really regrettable 
that he should attempt to deprecate the 
struggle of the Ruhr workers as he does in 
the following passages from his Herald 
message, published on April 28rd: 

on Wednesday morning 800 unem- 
ployed engaged by the municipality on 
relief works struck and came to * 
Hall demanding an increase in their pa 
At present these workers are getting ealy 
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slightly less than the metal workers in the 

Ruhr, and therefore they are not suffering 

any more than other classes of labour uader 

the huge rise in prices. It is difficult there 

fore to account for the separate action of 
these men in any other way than by assum- 

third party had induced them 
to take hasty steps... . 
This is a very remarkable statement. 

coming from a member of the Third Interna 

tional Party, which is never tired of declar 

ing it is revolutionary. Mr. Erice says that 

the unemployed on relief work were getting 

only a little less than the metal workers, 

and therefore were not suffering any more 

than other workers. Does it occur to him 

that that little may have been tne proverbial 

last straw which made the burden of hard. 
ship unbearable? Moreover, are not al! 
classes of workers intolerable hard 
ship im the Ruhr? It is strange that Mr 

Price should find it difficult to uccount tor 
revolt under such conditions. To us the 
marvel is only that revolt has been delayed 
so long. The pity is that some people calling 
themselves ‘Communists, Socialists, and 

|.abourists, retuse their sympathy to the up- 
rising of the oppressed unless it has been en. 
gineered by their own party. 

At the time of writing, the Mulheim 
episode, during which the rebels were in con- 
trol of the town for two days, and in which 
nine people were shot and seventy wounded, 
is reported to be over. There have also been 
revolts by the unemployed at Ruhrort, Essen, 
and other towns. The leader of the Mulheim 
insurgents is said to have been Kurtin, a 
leader in the sailors’ rebellion at Kiel in 1918 
He has been dangerously wounded. 

Reports confi.ct, but one report in the 
Manchester Guardian states that the up 
rising was spontaneous, and due to the cruelty 
of the German green police, who use bayonets 
and fire on unarmed crowds. The fifty 
workers arrested at Mulheim have been 
treated with great brutality, according to «a 
Daily Telegraph report, which states 
that the prisouers were stripped to the waist 
and made to stand on their toes in a crouch 
ing attitude. When they showed signs of 
exhaustion they were forced to resume their 
jainful attitude by blows on the shins with 
whips. 

In Saturday, April 2lst, at Dusseldorf, a 
demonstra ion of the unemployed was joined 
by men employed on some building work. A 
patrol of (,erman police retused to allow the 
procession to proceed. The people refused to 
disperse; the police fired, wounding six 
persons. 

Are we going to see at last a serious effort 
of the German workers to throw off the dual 
exploitation of German and foreign Capi- 
talism? ‘The proletarian political parties 
from the Third International rightward are 
apparently unready to begin such an effort; 
only from the Left movements and the spon- 
tuneous uprising of the masses may action be 
looked for. 

HAMILTON FYFFE, editor of the 
Daily Herald, in one of 

On those comfortable little 
extravagance. leaders of his, protests against 

the orgy of spending, ot 
which the latest Royal Wedding is being made 
the occasion. At this time of widespread 
hardship Mr. Fyffe declares such lavish pour- 
ing out of money to be both a shame and 1 
peril, adding that he believes his view ‘s 
shared by the King and Queen, whom he 
asserts “‘have simple tastes. Such an 
assertion is really surprising to us. The ex. 
travagance of Court functions is growing from 
year to year; the costliness of the Royal 
Family is continually on the increase. 

Republican sentiment was strong in the 
early days of Queen Victoria, and on most 
oceasions she clothed herself quietly like a 
simple bourgeois. If the gowns of the pre- 
sent royalties ever come to be placed side by 
side with Victoria’s in the London Museum 
the contrast will be apparent to all beholders. 

The Press advertises the royalties so much 
in these days that they are ‘supposed to be 

MR. 

-- — 
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immensely popular. Mr. Hamilton Fyffe 
who is so careful to insist that not the Kine 
and Queen, but other naughty people, are 
responsible for the extravagance of royal 
weddings, is apparently gullible enough 1, 
accept on its face value the elaborate make 
believe of royal popularity. The Roya! 
Fumily cannot be blamed. he says, but thi, 
is what he adds about other people: 

‘‘ Veople who junket and fling their 

money about while members of their fam, 
lies, through undeserved misfortune, g0 
hungry and wear broken boots, are called 
endes. That term seems to us to be fair}, 
applicable to any who indulge themse:yes 
extravagantly while so many of the nation 

suffer painful and humiliating privations." 

Those words remind us that in a movement 
mainly composed of poor people, it is unfitting 
fur some editors to accept salaries of 41.000 

a year or more, whilst those who provide 
those salaries dwell in the poverty which Mr 
Fyffe describes. 

* * 

EGYPT is now supposed to be a free and 
independenet nation; never 

The Egyptian theless, the British militare 
Constitution. occupation continues as be. 

fore. Egypt new constitu. 
tion is a very retrograde one, giving the Kiny 
every power to nominate and dismiss Minis. 
ters, to dissolve the Chamber of Deputies, to 
return laws to Parliament for renewed ex. 
amination, and to declare war and make 
peace. If a war is called an offensive war, t 
will require the consent of Parliament; but 
wars ure never called offensive wars now. 
There is a Senate, two-fifths of the members 

being nominated. The Senators’ age-limit is 
40, and their mandate lasts ten years. 

The Egyptian Parliament will have no 
right to interfere with budgetary provisions 
relating to international engagements. lhe 
constitution in no way affects Egypt's obliga. 
tions towards foreign countries, or what are 
called the rights of foreigners in Egypt 

* * * 

LORD CURZON AND LORD GREY, the 
principal spokesmen on foreign 

The Twin affairs of the Tories and the 
Policies of Liberals, showed py the r state- 
Grey and ments to the House of Lords 
Curzon. on the Ruhr occupation that 

- tnerr policies are identical. 
Both make » prominent point of maintaining 
the Entente with France, both deprecate the 
Ruhr occupation, but refuse to hinder it; 
poth urge the German Government to sub- 
mit to the superior force of France and tw 
pay as much as the Allies decide can ve rung 
out of the German people; both say that tne 
British Government must remain in readiness 
to cooperate with France m solving the 
Ruhr deadlock, which means, of course, tha: 
the British (iovernment must be ready to 
intervene in support of British Capitalist in- 
terests when advisable. In all essentials ine 
policies of Lords Grey and Curzon are alike: 
the rest is merely camoutiage. 

* * 

THE FLOOD in the Dandy Pit at Pensnett, 
and the fact that the cage 

The Black jammed during the cue 
Country Mine work, recalls the Govern- 
Disaster. ment's refusal to offer prize? 

. for the invention of safety 
appliances as it is doing for improvements to 
war aircraft. Remember that the miners 
trapped in the flooded mine have had ther 
wages reduced to starvation-point. 

— * 

THE STORNOWAY CUCKOO. 
Lord Leverhulme has bought the island of 

Stornoway and become Lord of the Western 
Isles. His company is prosecuting homeless 
people who are camping out in huts on un. 
used land in Stornowsy. Four hundred 
young men and a score of young women left 
Stornoway for Canada on April 21st because 
they cannot get a living at home. Lori 
Leverhulme sent them some flowers. Did 
they bear the motto R. I. P. 

Nine hundred young people have left the 
Hebrides within seven days—ousted by the 
property owners who have taken all. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHERS. 

The Far Eastern Republic of Siberia. 
By Henry Kittredge Norton (George 

Ailen and Unwin, 12/6.) 

Mr. Nocton is an American. His book 

belongs to the class of patriotic histories, but 

it is patriotic from the standpoint of the 

United States, not from that of Siberia. Mr. 

Norton tells teils how the idea of Bolshevism 

ruse in Siberia after news came of the March 

revolution in Moscow and Petrograd. Kras 

noschekofl, who later became President of the 

Far Eastern Republic, found his efforts 

towards Communism opposed by iellow- 

Communists, who said: 

Tune Russian Far East is an economic 
desert, and it needs the waters of Capi- 
talism to make it blossom before it will 2" 
a fitting home for Communism.” 
In Octover 1917 came the Bolshevist seizure 

of power in Petrograd. A Communist con- 

vention was sitting in Viadivostok when the 
news came. The convention was split. 
Krasnoschekoff went to Nikolsk Ussuriski, an i 

called a conference there, which decided to 
call a conference of Far Eastern Soviets at 

Habarovsk on December llth. The zemstvo 
or county government conference, was ais» 
meet.ng at Harbarovsk on December 10th. 
The zemstvo representatives wished to retain 
the existing form of government. Negotia- 
tions were going forward between the two 
parties, when an intercepted telegram wus 
brought in, revealing that the commander of 
the Russian troops was negotiating with the 
Japanese for a counter-revolutionary interven. 
tion. The Soviet representative demanded 
thet the zemstvos arrest the commander and 
form a coalition with the Soviets against 

aggression. ‘The zemstvos agreed to the 
arrest, but rejected the coalition. Thereupon 
the Soviets dissolved the zemstvo conference. 

On December 30th a Japanese warship 
arrived in the harbour, and shortly afterwards 
another Japnnese cruiser and British ani! 
American warships. Then strange incidents 
took place. Men wearing Czarist military 
overcoats entered an hotel and robbed the 
guests. Several foreigners were assaulted in 
the streets. ‘The Soviet was demanding 
workers’ control, and sending its commissars 

to the banks and business houses. The re- 
presentatives of foreign Powers complained. 
and induced .aeir weaker brother, China, to 
close the Manchurian border to traffic, which 
seriously interfered with the food supplies of 
Viadivostok. Even the zemstvo protested at 
this, and the Chinese Consul agreed to let 
food come through for the civilian population 
only, provided the representatives of foreign 
rowers should control its distribution. On 
the zemstvo refusing to assent, the border 
was re-opened; but the threat was made to 
close it again unless the Red Guards and 
other features of the new system were discon. 
tinued and the old authorities restored. 

Meanwhile the Soviet Government was 
consolidating its position. When it took 
power in Blagoveschensk, Japanese and 
Chinese troops came in, and under their pro- 
tection the counter-revolutionaries formed + 
City Guard of 5,000 men. On March Ist 
fighting began between the Red Guards and 
Whites, consisting of foreign troops and reac- 
tionaries. The Whites surrounded the Soviet 
House. Krasnoschekoff, the President of the 
new republic, was within. He agreed to 
attend a conference with the hostile com 
manders, but when he did so was arrested 
Fifteen thousand peasants now rallied to the 
defence of the Soviets, and Soviet reinforce- 
ments arrived from Habarovsk. Krasnosche- 
koff was freed, and the Whites put to 
flight. 

The bankers nad also fled, taking 45,000,000 
gold roubles from the banks. As the Capr- 
talist system was still functioning, although 
the Soviets were nominally in power, this 
caused a good deal of trouble. In April the 
zemstvo and municipal council of Viadivostok 
were dissolved, and the Soviets nominally 
formed the only government. Economic 
affairs were delegated to an economic and 

hnancial council, with a man named Leonov 
at the head. 

The Soviets ordered Leonov to nationalise 
the industries. Leonov retused. A _ confer 
ence was called, and decided against national 

isation. 
Thus the coming of the Soviets had made 

little change; but trouble presently developed, 
for which Mr. Norton, anxious to show his 
loyalty t. the United States Government, de- 
olares that only the Soviet Government in 
Moscow and the Japanese were really in fault. 
In the attempt to whitewash President 
Wilson’s administration, ur. Norton repeats 
many of the old exploded misrepresenta- 
tions of the affair of the Czecho-Slovak pri- 
soners who, though ostensibly burning to get 
away from Kussia to fight on the Western 
front against Austria nevertheless departed 
from their course to assist the Russian 
counter-revolutionaries and carry on a pro- 
longed warfare in Russia. 

The Soviet Government had agreed to pro- 
vide trains for the Czecho-Slovaks to cross 
Asiatic Russia to the Pacific, whence they 
were to take ship. Mr. Norton would have 
us, believe, however, that Lenin and Trotsky 
were so anxious to convert the Czecho. 
Slovaks, who, he amazingly declares, were 
most of them Socialists, and all educated 
men, that they delaved them continually, and 
even went so far as to pull in their trains 
between carloads of ned soldiers under 

German leaders, who put a little brotherly 
ginger into the conversion by opening fire on 
the Czecho-Slovaks. Mr. Norton tells 
that 400 of the Czecho-Slovaks, with one rifle 
for every ten men—that is io say, possessing 

us 

forty rifles—were surrounded by “‘* several! 
thousand Red soldiers, out in half an hour 

the Czecho-Slovaks had sprung from their 
cars, routed the Red troops, armed them 
selves, driven out the Soviet authorities, and 

become masters of the situation Thus we 

ure asked to believe that it was with the arma 

they took from the Red Guards that 50,000 
Czecho Slovaks equipped themselves and cap. 
tured a territory as large as the United 
States. 

Mr. Norton cannot quite understand why 
the Czecho-Slovaks now made war on tho 
Russian and Siberian Soviets, seizing Viadi- 
vostock, and advancing the attack far west- 
ward, instead of eastward to the coast. He 
says, however, that the Siberians believe the 
Czecho Slovaks were prevailed upon by the 
Allied Powers to attack the Russians, «s a 
condition of Allied recognition or the Czecho- 

Slovak Republic. He adds that the Czechs 
probably did not intend to interfere with the 
local political situation, but the disarming of 
the Red iorces at once placed the reactionaries 
in control of the situation, and they were not 
slow to make the most of the unexpected 

assistance. 
Nevertheless, as our readers will remember, 

the cry that the Czecho-Slovaks must be 
rescued was proclaimed throughout the 
Allied countries. 

Mr. Norton now goes on to tell how the 

Allies intervened in Siberia, as they said, to 
rescue the Czccho-Slovaks and to give the 
Russians an opportunity to overthrow the 
yoke which the Austro-German combination 
wanted to impose on Russia for all time.’ 

The United States had been reluctant to 
agree to this step, Mr. Norton says, but 1 
adds: 

At last the pressure upon America from 
the various Allies became irresistible, and 
from the sole opponent of intervention, 
America was persunded to become its pro- 
ponent. she Wilson administration, once 
convinced that intervention could be under. 
taken without suspicion of exploitation of 
the Russian people, and that the general 
sympathy for the Czecho-Slovaks could be 
used as a basis for clearing Siberia of Teu— 
tonic influence, succumbed to the pressure 

of the Allies, and issued an invitation to 
Japan to join the United States in an 
expedition to Siberia. 
Mr. Norton admits that the only basi- 

for the pretence that there were Teutonic in- 

iin 

vast territory there were 20,000 German war 
prisoners——a very unlikely ay ye 

As Mr. Norton says the viet Govern- 
ment replied to the American and Japanese 
Government declarations announcing the in 
ter vention vy asking that those Governments 
would formulate their wishes in the matter. 
No reply was received. Mr. Norton insists, 
however: 

that the real motives of America were 
as stated in the declaration issued at the 
time, there can be no doubt. . . There 
was no room to suspect its sincerity." 
What an imposition upon a credulous publiv 

are the histories of patriotic historians! Can 
anyone be so eredulous, however, as to accept 

such a statement? As further proof of the 
disinterestedsess of America, Mr. Norton 
quotes the plan to send to Siberia a commis- 
sion of merchants, agricultural experts, labour 
advisers, Red Cross representatives, and 
agents of the Y.M.C.A. Japan also sent an 
economic commission, ut Mr. Norton uoes 
not think Japan was sincere! 

The British came first, on August 8rd, then 
the French, then the Japanese, finally the 
Americans on August 15th. ahe Allies now 
began to quarre! amongst themselves. They 
had agreed to bring 7,000 men each; but 
Japan, beng nearest at hand, brought more, 
und the others could never discover how 

many. Whilst the other Allies went conquer. 
ing territory im one direction, Japan was con 
quering far more territory elsewhere. The 
worst of it was that Japan bad enough 

on the ground to crush all her gallant allies 
if she chose. War between Japan 
\merica was very near, according to Mr. 
Norton; but the crisis passed. 

Then the Grent War ended with the defeat 
of Germany The neu situation was 
“ puzzling to the Allies, Mr. Norton 
observes, aince : 

They were in arms aguinst a Govern. 
ment which was accepted by the great 

majority of Russians They must neces- 

sarily accept the Bolsheviks as enemies 
without any of the formalities required by 
the conventions of civilised warfare."’ 

Mr. Norton goes on to detail tae rivalries 
amongst the Allies and the rise ot the Queer 
revolutionary Russian Generals, Koltchak, 
Semenov, and the others, who were equipped 
and supported by the Allies; and who initiate] 
such a hideous reign of terror, as Mr. 

Norton explains, that the peasants rose 
against them in overwhelming numbers. It 
is © sordid story. Mr. Norton blames only 

Japan and the Russian Generals; but few 
people, reading his pages, will be able to agree 
with him, even have they inade no previous 

study of the subject. Mr. Norton shows 
that the intervention turned out to be without 
profit for America, because the Allies could 
control neither Japan nor the Russian 
Generals. 

The book contains some interesting docu- 
ments relating to the constitution of the Far 
Eastern Repuplic, and a map, which should 
be studied in reading of the ostensibly altruis. 
tic operations of the United States end the 
other Allies. 

PR RRRRRRRERERSESEERASERR ARERR REE 8 | 

THE SIGNALMAN. 
The death of signalman W. T. J. Harrison, 

ai St. Paul's Road Station, Camden Town, 
after forty years’ service on the railway, is 

, reminder that in the elass that makes the 

wheels go round, men and women daily, and 
as a matter of course, face danger the 

course of duty. The starting signal having 

broken down, Harrison left his box and thrice 

crossed the metals to give the signal verbally 

to the drivers of on-coming trains. The 
fourth time he was run down and killed vy a 

light engine. 

Shareholders draw their dividends from the 

railways without risk. 

Dr 

The results of science should be devoted to 
alleviating the lot of the worker.—Sir Richard 
Glazebrook. late director of the National 

fluences in Siberia was the story that in that Physical Laboratory. 
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ESPERANTO. 
Lesson 16. 

IEL, KIEL, Etc. 
lel, in some manner, somehow. 
Kiel, in what manner, how, as. 

K Westion. 
Tiel, in that man er, so. 

post, points out. 
Neniel, in no manner, nohow. Negative. 

Ciel, in every manner (or way). 
Comparkon of Adjectives. 

Bona, good; pli bona, better (literally, 

‘more good ); alta, high; pli alta, higher: 

bela, beautiful; pli bela, more beautiful 
When we compare the quulities of two 

things, we say that one thing is better, 

higher, more tiful, ete., chan the other 
Note that, in English, we usually make this 
comparison by adding -er to the adjective in 
short words or, in long words, by prefixing 

more. In Esperanto we have one way only, 

i.e., we use pli (more) before the adjective. 
Bona domo, a good house; pil bona domo, 

a better house. 
Alta domo, a high house; pli alta domo, «+ 

higher house. 
Tela domo, a beautiful house; 

domo, a more beautiful house 
Piej, most (pronounce like play) 

When we compare three or more things. in 
English we say best, highest, most beautiful. 
ete. The usual way, with short words, is to 

add est to the adjective; with long words 
we use most. Agnin, in Feperanto, we have 
but one way, that s. to put ple} (most) before 
the adjective—c.g., la ple} bona domo, the 
best house; la ple} alta domo, the highest 
house; la ple} bela domo, the most beautiful 
house. 

(The form with pil is called by grammanians 
the Comparative of Superiority; that with 
ple] is called the Superlative of Superiority 
Two long terms for simple things. The best 
thing to do is to forget the terms and remem. 
ber the words pli ond plej.) 

If the two things compared are equal in 
quality, we use in English the words as 
as, eg., a8 good as, as beautiful as. in 
Esperanto we use tlel (so) . kiel (as, in 
what manner). Vor example, Tiu domo 
ostas tlel bona klel mia domo, chat house is 
as good as my house. (Use tne same sen 
tence with tel alta kiel, as high as, and tlel 
bela kiel, as beautiful as 

(Grammarians call this form the Compara- 

tive of Equality, but it is preferable to learn 
the words tiel... Kiel, as... as, rathor 
than to worry about the particular term used 
to describe this form in the grammarians 
catalogue. ) 

Indefinite 
K asks 4 

T, like a sign- 

bel 

Suffix -aj. 
The suffix aj means something made of, or 

possess'ng the quality of. Sukero, sugar; 
sukerajo, something made of sugar; mola, 
soft; molajo, a soft thing; laboro, work; 

laborajo, something made by work. 

Vocabulary. 
forta strong 
ol than 
sOCIO society 
ROC II social 

ankai also 
ordo order 
produkta productive 
produktos will produce 

konstruos will build 
domo house 

homo} people, men 

torgesis forget 
nomo nume 
vorto word 
povas can, is able 
memori to remember 

Transiate.—Kapiialismo ne estas tlel bona 
por la homoj kiel Komunismo. Komunismo 
estas pli alta socia ordo. Gi ankai estos pli 
produkta ol Kapitalismo. Sub Komunismo 
la laboristo produktos nur la plej bonan labora- 
jon. Ni konstruos pli bonajn kaj pli belajn 
domojn . . . kaj pli bonajn homojn! Li ie! 
forgesis la nomon. Kiel oni povas memori 
vortojn? Oni memoras per atento (One 
remembers by means of attention.) Mi 
nenial povas memori vortojn. 

LESSONS FOR PROLETARIAN 
SCHOOLS. 

EARLY 
CIVILISATION IN MESOPOTAMIA. 

(Continued from last week.) 
Iwo fragments of a Sumerian code of laws 

in Sumerian have been found, which are sup. 

posed to date from the Dynasty of Ur (2,465. 
2,847 B. C). 

The fragments of this code of laws dea: 
with the proper care of the soil, which was im- 
portant to the whole community, and in order 
that neglect might not injure a neighbour; 
the protection of property, protection of the 
person against violence; regulation of pro 
perty rights of members of the family; pre 
vention of destitution by the obligation of 

parents to support children, children to sup- 
port parents, and by the obligation of the 
community to aid its members in case of mis 
fortune. Only fragments of this old code 
remain. 

Some clauses deal with the planting ot 
trees, a matter of great importance to the 
people of early civilisations, not only because 
the date-palm was valuable as a food and in 
other ways, but because of the moderating 
influence which trees have upon extremes ol 
climate of heat and cold, and their efficacy 
against drought, tornado, and so on. 

The owner of land would, in those days. 
sometimes turn over the planting of his iand 
to another, the profits being shared by the 
landlord and the planter. The code provided 
that if a part of the land had been left un 
planted, the planter must bear the loss, thar 
part of the land being counted in that tron 

which his own share of profits must be drawn. 
The code further provides that if a man 

took over the garden of another and neglected 
it, and fuiled to pollenate it, he should pay a 
fine of ten shekels of silver; also, if a man 

neglected his own land and his neighbour's 
land suffered thereby, the former should in- 
demnify the latter for what he had lost 
through the neglect. 

lf the owner of a house left it and failed 
to pay the taxes, and another man occupied 
the house and paid the taxes, and the owner 
did not eject the occupier within three years, 
the house belonged to the occupier, and the 
owner had no right to protest. This provision 
was partly made in the interests of Govern- 
ment revenue, but it was a recognition that 
a man had no right to monopolise a house 
—and with a house went land—which he did 
not use. 

To-day society absolves a man from pay- 
ment of rates if he leaves his property empty 
lf homeless people enter an abandoned house 
they are prosecuted, as in the case of 40 South 
Grove, Peckham, where homeless unemployed 
ex-Service men were prosecuted for ‘* unlaw- 
ful seizure of lands and tenements "’ under 

Acts of Henry VI. and Richard II.—Acts 
which were never designed for such cases. 

The preference now shown by the law 
towards property, and its neglect of human 
need, is due to the elimination of the customs 
and habits of early Communism and the de- 
velopment of the private-property ideology 
amongst the peoples. 

Private property, being an established in- 
stitution, when the Sumerian code was com- 

piled, we are not surprised to find a provision 

that a man who cuts wood on nis neighbour's 
land shall pay half a mina of silver. It 
is also provided that if a man who was sent 
upon a commission allowed a ship to be lost 

in crossing a river, he should pay to its owner. 
until he had raised the ship, her rent and the 
decrease in her value It is also provided 
that: 

If an ox-herd allows a lion to devour (an 
ox), a substitute of equal value to the owner 
shall he present 

If an ox-herd allow an ox to be lost. ox 

for ox to its owner shall he restore 

Evidently the herdsman was not a hired 
servant or a slave, for if he were, he would 

not have been in a position to restore an ox. 
The oxen of many owners were probably taken 

———— 

lo the Coun pastures by 

undertuken that responsibility 
one who had 

The intluence of the old Communist shuriny 
from un common store is to be found in the 

following provisions. ‘The phrascology 16 

quaint, but it obviously means that ond 

stricken with imustortune may claim aid of th, 
king or any citizen, and that the unfortunace 
may not be left déstitute: 

lf there ben malady, there shall be a pif, 
of the king. Nor shall he be left destitute 

lf there ve » malady, and of his own ipo 

will he come to a freeman, that freeinan 

shall not reject him, but to the place of his 
desire he shall cause him to go. 

As to slavery, it was laid that if « 
sluve escaped and went to the house of R free 

man and stayed there a month, the freeman 

to whom the slave had gone should give an 
other slave in return; or, if he nad no other 

he should pay twenty-five shekels of 

dlown 

sinve 

silver 

If a slave had twice complained against his 

master concerning his servitude, and his ser 

vitude had been confirmed a second time. 3 

mark should be incised upon the forehead of 
the slave I'vidently, therefore, there was 

some opportunity for slaves to complain 
against being unjustly held in servitude, and 
it might be that they were not always 
branded, but only by way of punishment, at 
that period 

There was punishment for cruelty to slaves 
\ tablet, thought to have teen used for teach. 
ing the Sumerian language, contains seven 
precepts. long known. as the “Sumerian 
Family Laws, whch were evidently taken 
from an ancient code. The last of these is: 

If a man hire a slave, and he dies, or is 

rendered useless, or is caused to run away, 

or is caused to rebel, or is made ill, then 

for every uay his hand shall measure out 

half a qa of corn 

Slaves were usually prisoners taken in 
battle; but these precepts indicate other ways 
in which men might fall into slavery: 

If a son says to his father Thou art not 
my father. they shall brand nim, and 

fetter him, and sell him as a slave for 

silver. 

If a son disowned his mother. he would 

also be branded, but instead of being sold as 

a slave he was banished. A father or mother 

who disowned a son must forfeit house and 
goods A child who disowned parents who 
had adopted him was disinherited and sold 
info slavery ‘Those who disowned their 
child by adoption were banished and deprived 
of their property. 

A wife who disowned her husband was con- 
demned to be thrown in the river; but a hus 

band who disowned his wife need only weigh 

out to her half a mina of silver. The sexes 

were therefore not equal, but a wife had some 
rights at that period. 

The Sumerian code of laws first mentioned 

gives further details which do not appear in 

the seven precepts as to the property rights 
of wives and children. The son of a second 

wife inherited his mother’s dowry and shared 
the property of the father equally with the 
son of the first wife. If a man had a son 
by his handmaid (apparently a slave) during 
the life of his wife, the son of the handmaid 

might not share the inheritance, even if the 
father have made the handmaid and her son 
free. If a man had a son by the handmaid 

after his wife's death, the son of the hand- 

maid shared equally with the son of the first 
wife. If a man had no son by his 

wife. and a hired woman in the highwa¥ 

bore him a son, that son must be acknow- 

ledged as his son, and the man had to give 
the hired woman sustenance, in grain, Woo 

and oil, but he might not bring her into the 

house with nis wife. 

One wife was the general rule, but if a 

man's wife were ill or childless, or for an; 

reason he took another, he might not turn out 

the first wife, and the second wife must walt 

on her. 
(To be continued.) 
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April 28, 1923. THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

THE LABOUR PARTY AND THE 
BUDGET. 

Mr. Walton Newbold (C.P.) observed, in 

the course of the Budget debate, that no 
spokesman of the Labour Party had protested 

agulnsl the omission from the Budget of a 

snule prov.s.0on for social reform. This 

wudget would be remembered, he thought, 
‘or that particular omission. 

SNOWDEN’S CRITICISM OF MOND. 

Mr, Snowden, who seems to be regarded 

py the Labour Party as its principal spokes- 

man on ftinancial atlairs, has entirely the 

capitalist psychology on finance. 

lle twitted Sir Alfred Mond with the fact 

that Mond had on the paper a motion calling 

‘or the vigorous prosecution of social reforms 
Ur Snowden asked Sir Alfred Mond how that 

motion squared with his views on economy 

and tax reduction. 

It is decidedly queer that Sir Alfred Mond 
should be moving a social reform resolution, 
whilst the Labour Party should merely con- 
tent itsclf with a motion to institute a capital 

levy. which will make little more than a book 
keeping difference to the situation, and will 

not alter the distribution of wealth. 

SNOWDEN SPEAKS OF 2/6 INCOME 
TAX REDUCTION. 

Mr. Snowden said he agreed that the in- 

come fax Was a b rden on industry, but | 

reduction to have any appreciable effect in 

helping industry must be 2/6 or more, not « 

paltry Gd Mr. Snowden approved of the 

corporation profits tax, as that money would 

go, he said, into company reserve funds and 

ve available for capital expenditure. 

At times it seems as though Mr. Snowden 

were under-studying Sir Frederick Banbury 

in order that he may take his place as the 

bankers’ representative for the City of 

London seat when the old reactionary resigns. 

Mr. Snowden was much concerned at the 

beer price reduction, declaring himself 

umazed that commercial men tolerate the 

terrific drain on economic repre 

sented by beer. His greatest wrath, how 

ever, was poured out upon the Chancellor's 

expression of sympathy with the tax on 

petting. He had heurd it with dismay. 

amounting to horror. He pro- 

tested against legalising betting, which; ne 

said, is perhaps the second greatest curse 

of this country. 
That is a re markable statement for one who 

calls himself a Secialist. What, then, in Mr 

Sn wden's view, is the greatest curse? Can 

resources 

almost 

it alcohol? His speech lends itself to that 

vew Mr. Snowden would make a fitt ng 

li tenant of the Salvation Army. May we 

pon! out to him that, with the disappear 

ance of private property, buying and selling, 
production for profit, and the money system, 
betting will disappear. 

We must observe, however, that petting 

is strictly legal at the present time, provided 
it is done. not throuch the bookmaker at the 

street corner, but through the turf commission 

agent. Members of the House of Commons, 

and others who know the ropes, s*mply send 

„ cheque to the commission agent for in. 

vestment.”" Then they can telephone their 

hets to the agent. who will carry out their 

instructions until the money placed with him 
has heen exhausted (in the other hand 

some of the turf commission agents are 

obliging enough to allow credit up to a certain - 

daily sum. in order that respectable gamblers 

muy place their hets without paying out any 

money until after the race 

Mr. Snowden declared that there will be 
an outbreak ot moral indignation if Govern 

ment or Parliamentary sanction be given to 

tax on betting. 

Will Mr. Snowden lead a crusade against 

betting throuch the turf commission agent“ 

Will the Labour Party remove oetting ups 
from the Daily Herald? If not, then Mr. 

Snowden and the Labour Party re incon 

sistent in their outer) against a tax on betting. 
It is amusing that members oi the Labour 

arty who declare themselves highly honoured 
to be the guests of the King, should denounce 
betting on racehorses as a curse, since two 
generat.ious ot British soveerigns and their 
lamilies have extended the largest share of 
their patronage to the racecourse. 

lt is int restuibg, to observe that Mr. Snow 

den did not vote for Mr. Serymgeour's pro 
hibition resolution, which received only 14 
Vo le@s i 

Mr. Snowden justly observed that of the 
£24.000,000 which the td. reduction in in. 
come tax would refund to the income as 
payers, one quarter of the income tax payera 
would get £21,000,000, and the other three 

quarters would get only £3,000,000 of the 
returned tax. The members of the fortunate 
quarter would get an average of £300 a yea- 

each. That sen fairly substantial gain to come 
from a Chancellor's stroke of the pen. Las! 
year they got an average o £600 from the 1/. 
reduction of meome tax. In two years the 
25,000 privileged members of the community 
have gained an average of £900'a vear each 
Moreover, all their investments are worth 
more because the purchasing power of the 
has increased. 

The working class during the last 
years has suffered reductions in wages 
amounting to £700,000,000. This is excused 
on the ground of the increase in the purchas- 
ing power of e £! 

C. P. PROPOSALS. 

Mr. Walton Newbold (C. P.) naively ob 
served that at first he had thought the Labour 
Varty intended to use the Capital Levy to 
transfer the means of production to the State. 
but he had discovered that the Labour Party 
was rot going towards Socialism, but was 
merely intending to use the Capital Levy to 
pay war debt. 

Mr. Newbold urged that there should ve 
no income .ax under £500 a year, and that 

there should ve a tax of 20/- in the 4 on 
all incomes over £2,000, including those 51 
he Cabinet and tne King. Lf the King cou 
not manage on that, let there be a voluntary 
subser:ption for him on the Stock Exchange 
The only Pudget that would satisfy him, said 
Mr. Newbold, would provide £200,000,000 for 
social reform, including free education up to 
the University. 

lt is very amusing to fling such proposals 
at the House of Commons, of course, and 

some Members of Parhament were dul 
shocked by Mr. Newboldes reterences to the 

King, and called: Order, order! we 
must protest, however, that though the Presa 
called Mr. Newbold's suggestions a Com 
munist Budget, they are not Communism 
Communism means the abolition of the pri 
vale property sysvem and the disappearance 
of taxation. Mr. Newbold is, of course, aware 
that the suggestions he made wil! never b> 
carried out within the framework of the Cap. 
talist system. If his intention is really to 
address the people outside the House. he 
should make hat clear. 

MR. BALDWIN’S COMPLAINT. 
The Chancenor of the Exchequer com 

plained that, whereas Messrs. Jack Jones and 
Will Thorne, those voluble East London 
tabour Party representatives. had expressed 
ihemselvés ardently in favour o: a reduction 
in the beer duty (“ not for their own sake, 

but for the good of the country! ), yet the 
Labour Party hau expressed no plersure when 
he had followed out the sugyestion 

PROHIBITION AND MYTHOLOGY. 

The debate on Prohibition was marked 

by the curious circumstance that manv 
speakers quoted the Oid and New Testaments 
as authority for their views on this question. 
Mr. Serymgeour even went so fur as to claim 

that“ God himself took possession '' of him 

during his election campa): n. ard that he had 

been brought to the House o° Commons oy 

three 

Parliament As We See It. 
ihe “‘ clearly expressed call of God himself. 
dir A. bLioivrook (C.) quoted the story of 
Christ turning water into wine at the marriage 
o Cana, and a psalm of Lavid referring w 
“wine which gladdens the heart of man 
and water with which esses quench their 
thirst. Mr. C. Roberts (Ind. L.) 1 Hee 
that under the Bill clergymen who bought 
wine for religious services would be liable to 
a penalty, and the sucramental vessels to 
confiscation 

Future venerations will marvel that in an 

age in which so much progress has been made 
in scientific and historical knowledge, such 
debate could take place in a s’arliament olf 
persons of supposedly superior education. 
STILL PAYING FOR WATERLOO. 
Mr. Lees Smith ( Lav. ) observed that the 

National Debt after the Napoleonic Wars was 
£85,000,000. A sinking fund was established, 
but in 1914 £50,000,000 of the Napo!eonic 
War debt was still unpaid. 

HOW THE TAXES ARE SPENT. 
Mr. Wheatley (Lab.) said that of every 

£1 collected m taxes, 7/6 went in paying 
interest to Capitalists, and 2/10 was spent in 
prepar ng for another war. 
6—— —-: 

— — 

INDIAN TRADE UNIONS. 
The following letter, appearing in the semi 

Nationalist ludian pafer, Independent, 
for January th, shows how the class stand- 
point is developing in India, where Com- 
munism is not even heard of, except 
by a few “ privileged persons. The news 
paper giving place to the letter is a reactionary 
nationalist one. 

The writer, Miukund Lal Serear, says: 

lt is an undeniable fact that no one 

can unprove h.s condition and best protect 
hes interests without leing organised and 

closely identified with the class to which he 

belongs. If we look at the commercial and 
industrial classes, we find how compactly 
they have organised themselves, even in 
India. ‘They are organised, not only to 
develop industry and commerce, out are 
also equally well organised for the exploita- 
tion of labour. ‘They are further organising 
their forees to ash, by sund devices, 

the trade Unions, which are still in their 
infancy im this country, India. Even in 
England, where the Trade Union movement 
is in its full growth after over half a cen. 
tury, the aim of the wealthy classes nas 
been to try end subjugate the toiling masse. 

as it still is down to the present time. It 
is therefore not only necessary for the 
workers .o be directed to the determined 
attack which the master class is makin, 
upon them; of even greater importance is 
it for them to know the veiled conspiracy 
of some so-called Labour leaders, who are 
causing more nerm to the labourers and 
their Unions which are vet under formation 

in India, than all the combined onslaught 
of the Capitalist cless. The real conspiracy 
against the Unions lies m the subtle 
treachery of some of the cloaked Labour 
leaders w'io hail from c.asses other than 
those of workers themselves, and are more 
engrossed in thoughts ot self-interest than 
the interests of the labourers, and who it 
is being found have been ystematically and 

successfully underm ning every instinctive 
attempt of the rank ard file to put up « 
fighting res stange egainst the undue ex 
ploitation of labour by the employing class. 
The Union movement is consequently not 

so success ui india:s it would have been 

No solidarity among the working class, and 
wag earners is vet perceptible. Why“ 

Because no rank end file worker and toiler 
feels safe in an army led by office-hunters 
and traitors, to whom the Labour move. 
ment is only a stile to recognition and 
higher career in life. The compactness in 
workers is bound to be shaken so long As 

they do not seleet leaders and workers of 

the right type from their own rank. 
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Our Bookshop. 
We can supply you with any book, magazine, or 

newspaper you desire, vew or second-hand, from 
British, Colonial, or foreign publishers. Give us all 
particulars you have, and send a deposit. 

By buying books from us, trade discount is trans- 
ferred to propaganda; for this reason, send your 
order dire t to us, and not through other publishers 

or socictics. 

At our office you may consult publishers’ catalogues 

and plice your order for any book not in stock. 

if you order by post, you must add, on the 

average, one penny for every shilling, to cover 

postage. 

We chorge the postage of foreign books, from 
Landon only, and tix the price at current rate of 

ch enge. lurchasers will save themselves trouble 
by opening on account of 10/- or 20/- with us, in 

ortler to avoid the repeated sending of small postal 

orders, which means paying useless poundage to the 
Government. 
We stock a variety of books and pamphiets on 

history, cconomics, rende, elucation CSS) 5, novels, 

and poetry. 

Send for wur (at gu, which is supplied free 

of charge. 

When in doubt, write to us for advice. 

THE “WORKERS’ DREADNOUGIIT” 

BOOKSHOP, 152 FLEET STKEET, 

(Entrance. Hit Door on Left in Belt Court from 

ert Street.) 
— ed 

Daniel De Leon: 
Who Pays the Taxe) 2d. 

Friedrich Engels: 
Feuerbae n : 8/6 
Origin of the Family . ... 376 
Landmarks of Scientiſio Socislem 3/6 

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific ... 3/6 

Francesco Ferrer: 
Origin and Iden's of the 

eee das’ 

James Leakey : 
Introduction to I: peranto Naot. WE * 4d 

/ / ̃ ˙ A „„ „ „„ 

THE WORKERS’ STORES. 
IME WORKERS’ STORTS 

Site The ddl 17 en 1 te are! 91 33 50 ovenont 

by buying through the Workers St Write to 

S Cahill, “Workers Dreadwought™” Other, 152, Fleet 

Sereet. K. C. for anything you want. Calle mn be eeen by 

appointment, or between ! ron ind Im. Monday 

and Wednesday. 

Some good lines in stock 

Moo en stockings, „» fer parr. 

Turkish towels, 3 6 ern 
8 um silk stockines, 23 per pair 

Children’s mackin ＋ yp ens, 26 441 

Any article required «0 be obtained to order. 

U eee tee ew ee ee ew we geearttannecas 

That pester again! One ..: the very best 
ways to help Inorea lug the olroulation is to 
see that your newsagent shows our poster. 

—— — — — — — — . — — — — — 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS. 
OO OO —_—_ 

Pit MBING. SND DECOPATING: good work at 

tn erate rens by 11 i Quinton, ‘8d ~Pesahords 

Buildings, Mal or h, S. F.. rer order means 

a denz tin to the le, dnoucht' Fund. 

HAND-KNTITE!D) STOCKINGS made to order, in 

aid of the “Dreadnonght’’s Fund. Apply to the 
Workers’ S or « “Workers” Dreadnought” Office. 

— — — - 

TOBACCO, CI AR TL ES, CIGARS and Matches 
from Workers’ Stores, “O’readnoucht” Office. 

192 Fleet Street. 
— — — 

ROOKS.—Sen' all the books von can spare, and 

the bos vou would lhe others to read, to be 
sold fer the “Dreadnoucht”™ Fund. 

—— — ——ů l 

THE ONE BIG UNION BULLETIN 
(Canada’s Foremost Labour Paper) 

The Ore Big Union seeks to organise the 
worker; on olass lines. Read about It. 
Fuge Sue's marvellous story: ‘* The 

Mysteries of the People,”’ or History of a 
Proletar'n Family Across the Ages, now 

running in serial form. 

10/- ner year; 5/- six months. 
Plebs Buildings, 54 Adelaide Street, Winni 

peg, Canada. 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

MAY 
Greet 1 10 veo ti VI. 1 

What des May Day mean to us? 

DAY 
Lay, fellow worker. 

lt meuns the struggle of the oppressed for emancipation, It means our hope to 

Olen ave + cil vi 500 

suffiee for shillings 

1 Dents tha 

5 N mereenary ulterior thouchts. 

t » eane relef from the weariness of mothers, 

pateh ng and darning, meagrely iationing their children in a land of 
striving to make their pennies 

lt men:s secur ty; that our sustenance: shall le assured Without servilily, without 
rom the gains of oppression, freo from the bitterness of the oppressed. 

we may serve each other without fee; that we may meet each other 

it means escupe from long hours of distasteful toil under hereh conditions; the ull 

renten 

It will throw 

shall be open to all who seek them. 

It will 

lonmmng » 

thnat roll up 10 break on the sunthy shore. 

i the trees shell elm their jaaed nerves. 

arry pale erty dwetlers to fields ani wid flowers , 
en of the en and the little wavesof the city streets their eves will rest on the g 

In the solitudes ot the torest, the deen cpg 

of accountancy; tne unnecessary dangers and discomioits of the industrial workor 

vide the eates of knowledge an: skill; the practice of aris and sciences 

After the aust and nome 

To the cireumscribed 1 will bring ireedom; they may travel to far-off lands, over the 
vastness of oceans ond the wine sweeps ot prairics. 

From toc confining sordidress of 

Wenn streets, they «hull vo to visit the scenes of bygone emp res, ard the latest efforts of 
men im many lands All the means of transport shall be free to them; our brothers who 
work them shell extend a weicotmne to everv iraveller. 

li menns to the exile, return: and the renlisation of hoe defired to cll who ery 

doeohtme 

in wh eh ite wem er recd find no lack. 
It means know'edce turning its light upon the dark places of suverstition 

material wars and means, for society can produce in abundance: an abcndenes 

oval risr thee 

the relies which mereenary interest seeks to pretend are holy, and the intse old trles thar 
live end ore handed d wn to enchain the ignorant and wena. 

lt + enns the pre kine of hackles. of class nnd of ereed., end the, derdening bond of 

Means ensenle fo wy: 

ir YT) he ron | earth 

e ri wit he N hint 

Fountains of; clidness : abundence, freely shered, wrought 

vy the fertile human brain ard the cunning human hand; it means 
freodship without al loy. 

— — E6ö.à ² 22 21 — — — —— — x — —— —— —œd 
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The Workers’ Opposition 

— in Russta. 
ALGAANDRA HOLULONTAY. 

MIST OUT. 

Our New Publication. 

Crown 8vo., 64 pages. 

A Alexendra lf ollontay was the 

1 first Peop' s Comrnss: ry for 

0 Social Welfare Soviet Russia 
1 1 

this book she exposes the 

stru ol WW"! 
woo nh even how is sini 

AA going on in Russia, for workers’ 
| menecement of industry and for 
6 Communism. 3 

Price 6d. Post free 8d. 

— — — - ——— — — — — — ʒ — — — — — — 

A DYBATE. 
At 

SOUTH PLACK INSTITUTE 
(Opposite \Nioorgate Street Trem Terminus). 

Friday, pril 27th, 7.15 p.m 
Poors open 6.45 p.m.) 

Debate on Third and Fourth Internationals. 

Choir: J. Humphrey. 
Svlvia Pankhurst and Henry Sara 

— — — * 

SOCIAL. AND DANCE 
at tle 

CIRCLE GAULOIS 

Archer Street (off Rupert Street), 
Shaftesbury Avenue. 

Saturday, April 20th, 7.20 p.m. to 11 p.m 
SELECT WEST END JAZZ BAND. 

lickets 1/6 single. 2/6 double. 
To be obtaimed froin 152 Fleet Street. „ 0 4 
Oe — — =. + a SS ee Se a a 

PRINTING AND PUBLISHING undertaken by the 
Workers’ Dreadnought.” ‘To help the p»per. seni 
to 152 Fleet Street for our printing. 

A 

“The Kerri.“ a monthly journal, advocates the 
eause of Labour in India. Putlished by the Em- 
plovees” Association t No. 72 Canning Street. (Cal cutta, Post Box No. 9852, | 

— — —— — — — 

COMMUNIST 
VLORKERS’ MOVEMENT. 

INLOOR MEETINGS. 

Friday, April 27th.—South Place Institute 
(opposite Moorgate Street tram terminusy. 
Dohnte on Third end Fourth Internatiorais, 
Sina Penkhurst ». Terry Sara, 7.15 pam. 
Doors open 6.45. Adm ss on 6d. 

Sunday, Arril 29th.—South london 
Socialist Clun 131 Newington Causeway, 

S. 720 pm., Sylvia Pankhurst. 
Sund.y, May 6th.—\Vorkers’ Freed Hall 

Whitechapel, E., 7.30 p.m. Social. Jaz 
Band Songs Re tat ons. Sreakers 
J. Welsh, Sylvia Pankhurst, and others. 

OUTDOOR MEETINGS. 
Sunday, April 29h—Piince of Wales, 

arrow Rood, 7 hm., A. Jarvis, L. Goldstein, 
(rove. 

Fr day., Fay Ird.— road Street and Ber 
wick Street (off Oxferd Street, W.), 7.99 
p.m... I.. Goldstem, J. Grove. 

—. — 

DANCES. 
Circle Gaulois, 12 Archer Street, Shaftes- 

bury Avenue. Select javz Pend. Single 
tickets, 1/6. Double, 2/6. Re'reshments at 

po ular prices. 
Saturday, April ih. 7.20.11 pom. 

Fr av, May 3rd, 7.80-11 p.m. 
Sati.rday, May 18th, 7.20.11 p.m 

CRAND CANIVAL. 
Circle Gaulois, 12 Archer Street, Shalle® 

bury ver ue. Jazz land. Strenwers! 

Hats! Balloons! Mes: Dave Goldberg, 
6 leteher 7.20.11 p.m. Tickets 27— 

Rook mm advenee from 152 Fleet Street, F.C. 
— — —— ~ 

CREADNOUGHT £1,000 FUND. 

srought forward: £1 8s. 94d. 
ar, Jun., 5/-; lrene Smith. 1/- 

(weekly); F. Houghton, 4/ (2/ weekly); 
Collections: Peekbham Minerva 

Cafe, 1/84; Ver J. Oldenburg, Jun 4/- 
(2/- v eekly); Further profit on Re union, 
% Total for week, £1 7s. 3d. Total, 
(2 16s. 04d. 
— — — —— — k 

Publishe! by K. Sylvia Pankhurst at 152 Fleet Street. 
London. F..C.4, and printe! by 
at 10 Wine Office Court, Fleet Street, London. 

Wwe. 270 
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