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What are the necessaries of life? 

Food, warmth and shelter. 

How are they produced? 

By the labour of the working class. 

These are the same questions as I asked last 
week; these are the same replies. So it will 
always be. Labour applied to the land is the 
soutce of all wealth. We should remember this 
every day when we are forced to stand about in 
the streets, unemployed. Only by the labour of 
the workers can necessaries of life be produced. 

The country, however, is being run by the big 
business men, who have contrived to hypnotise 
the people into believing that money is the 
source of wealth. To do this effectively, these 
business men got together a set of people they 
called a Government, and this Government 
passes laws for the people. If you have ever seen 
a mortgage deed or any legal document, you will 
have noticed that it is very long and wordy, and 
quite impossible for any sensible man or woman 
to understand. It is the same with an Act of 
Parliament; you have to get a lawyer to explain 
it to you, then he will probably have a quarrel 
with another lawyer on the subject and then he 
will write a long book about it; of course, you 
will have been fed up long ago, and will 
have given up any idea of trying to understand 
an Act of Parliament. You will think that this 
is because you are a plain working man and not 
clever enough to understand what the gentle- 
men in Parliament are doing; but there you are 
making a mistake. As a rule these gentlemen 
don’t understand it themselves, only they have 
got into the Parliamentary routine and are some- 
thing like a squirrel in a cage. A few lawyers at 
the top manage the thing, and it is their game, 
you know, to bambeosle bverybody so as to 
make the people think that they, the lawyers, 
are indispensable. Cute too! But they couldn’t 
do it if we only learnt to think for ourselves, and 
use our own brains, which are quite as good as 
other people’s. 

Origin of National Debt. 

You will remember that we were talking about 
the National Debt and how it was started about 
130 years ago. 

The money was lent to the Government by 
the wealthy merchants of London, in order to 
make the Government prevent the French king 
from putting an army across the channel. 

This action of the City merchants made the 
Government their servant, and it has gone on 
being their servant ever since. 

When these rich banking gentlemen want a 
war, they tell the Government to make a war, 
and so it has got to be, and the workers have 
to go and fight and get killed or return to find 
an impoverished fountry; because, of course, 
while they were fighting and making munitions 
they were not prodacing wealth. Munitions, as 
you know very well, ate not wealth, they are 
waste. 

What is High Finance ? 
Why should the bankers want a war? 
Because of High ‘Finance. 
What is High ‘Finance? 
High Finance is spiritual wickedness in high 

places. 

This is only a shot definition ; a longer descrip- 
tion is needed, 

You will remember that finance or money is 
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no good without wealth, The wealth, however, 
i, in the hands of the big business men, in their 
warehouses and shops. wealth must be cir: 
culated. According to the money system it 
must be sold at a profit; therefore it cannot be 
sold cheaply to the who badly need it 
at home. Therefore i must be taken to the 
foreign markets and sold there. 

If, however, another get of capitalists is also 
wishing to sell its goods im that fore gu market, 
then there is a dispute. 

If that other set chances to be of another 
nation, then the Government has to make a row 
with the other fellow’s Government; then if 
they cannot come to terms, there is a war, and we 
have the old stunt: Your King and Country 
Need Lou, ete. 

Stock Exchange Gambling. 

This ‘s High Finance, 

Again, we know what gambling is. 

You have, no doubt, backed a horse and lost 
your money, or played ecards and won or lost, as 
the case may be. If, however, you are a rich 
man and have a gambling propensity, you can 
gamble on the Stock Exchange. 

There are people who do nothing else but 
gamble on the Stock Exchange. buying stocks 
cheaply and selling them at a higher rate. 

A lot more goes on at the Stock Exchange than 
would like to put into ghis article ; it would not 
be fit for you to read about, nor worth your 
while to try and understand, as we hope to do 
away with the Stock Exchange gambling very 
soon, and make these stock-jobbers take their 
coats off. 

Let us take Oil. 

Oil, as we know, is a very useful and necessary 
thing, and a large amount of oil springs are 
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being discovered in different parts of the world. 

Capitalists send out investigators who make 
reports to them, and if they report that u large 
quantity of oil is at a.certain place, the capitalists 
will float a Company to work this oil supply, und 
get permission from the Government of the 
country in which the spring is. 

Engineering a Wer. 

There again, you see, disputes may arise be- 
tween the capitalists of one country and the 
capitalists of another; for they may both be after 
the same oil springs. i 

So they set their respective Governments to 
work, and if these Governments cannot arrange 
terms, then they engineer a war, and out come 
the workers again as cannon-fodder and starve 
afterwards; yet these capitalists have the im- 
pudence talk about the National Debt and 
stabilising finance and ‘so on, and the workers 
believe it all, because some of thetr own Labour 
men tell them so too. 

This, then, is the motiey system put briefly. 

It does not seem to be much goad to 7. 
One set of people gets fat and lazy, the set 
works tao much and starves. We shall have to 
establish another system altogether; a system by 
which we measure or gauge the value of things 
by their use to ourselves; not in terms of money, 
bat in terms of usefulness to the community, 
Usefulmess the Test of Verk. 
When we are deciding whether a man or woman 

is entitled to the necessaries of life, we 

to us that he ts 
only be able to have a very 
the plainest food, t as much as oar did 
penstoners are getting; for 

and who is to go on short rations. We shall not 
leave lawyers to do our thinking for us; but vs 
shall use our own intelligence and our own judg- 
ment. Then we shall find that our country will 
soon be a fit place for heroes to live in. 

— . — 

VOTE OR DIRECT ACTION. 
The Universal Suffrage movement is no more . 

Jar amongst the Japanese workers. In fact, it 
never developed into a deep-rooted problem in Japan. 
The reason for that is obvious. 

In the first place, the movement from the start, 
has fallen into the hands of the political adven- 
turers and the “labour brokers.” The workers have 
repeatediy been fooled and cheated. All the flaring 
demonstrations and drum-beatings have died away, 
each time leaving no material result which might 
encourage the peaceful development of democracy. 

In the second place, the suppressive means taken 
by the government and the hypocritical attitude of 
the Parliament have completely disgusted and an- 
gered the workers. ‘ 

Thus, the disillusioned proletariat of Japan, to- 
day, looks for no vote. He regards the Parliament 
with bare contempt, and lays no hope upon the sweet 
promises and declarations of politicians and “sym- 
athisers."" His eyes are no more beclouded and 
proceeds with firm steps on the straight dnd 

short-cut road, Direct Action. 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 
— 

RED YOUTH NOTES. » 7. isiwy Menot as 
About You. 

The Rt. (Dis) Hon, Wm. Brace, etc., ete., in 

» recent speech, said that the extremists in 

the Labour movement were the youngsters. 

„They are young, foolish, unreasonable, 

and without experience in the Labour move- 

ment. 

Yes, Willie has so much experience as to sell 

hie class. Besides, the youngsters have tried to 

push him out of his job; so it’s natural for him 

to run them down. What say you, comrades? 

Thoughts of Youth. 9 

A great poet has said that the thoughts of 

youth are long, long thoughts.“ If people don’t 

day it, many think it—especially the Labour 

fakirs. 

Our Maxim. 

Each week we are going to give the young 
workers a Proletarian Maxim. Learn them by 

heart. Recite them in the shop or factory to 

your mates. Set them thinking, and eventually 
they will be able to see in the dark. 

The Maxims are the basic principles of Com- 
munism, Nothing finer can be had. There is 
one thing about the young: they ate not afraid 
for anything of a revolutionary nature as grown- 
up people. 

The first maxim is as follows :— 

„Thou shalt inscribe on your banner: 
Workers of ali lands, funite. You have 
nothing to lose but your chains; you have a 
world to win. 

Gawd! 
A little boy of nine was charged the other day, 

for playing in some old farmer’s field, and 
when brought before the magistrate, the follow- 
ing dialogue took place :— 

Magistrate: Why did you go into another 
man’s field? 

Boy: Because I wanted to.“ 
Magistrate: Do you go 

School? 
Roy: No.“ 

Magistrate: Please address me as Sir. 
Do you belong to the Proletarian School? 

Boy: Les.“ 
_ Magistrate: ‘‘ Well, that accounts for your 
condact. You will receive six strokes. 

(The Class State at work). 

The Limit. 

Mustapha Kemal ironically thanks Lloyd 
George for forty thousand rifles and other trifles 
received from the surrendering Armenians. Not 
so long back, the Soviet Government was quite 
set up in business by Koltchak’s British munitions. 
It’s a poor war that doesn’t work the British 
both ways! 

The Communist Party of Great Britain. 
When is the Communist Party of Great 

Britain going to take an interest in the young 

to Sunday 

— — — eee Ce. ee — 

THE YOUNG WORKERS’ LEAGUE. 
The first national conference of the Young Work- 

ers’ League was held at the International Socialist 
Club, London, on March 27th, to ratify the amal- 
gamation scheme which had been drawn up by the 
participating bodies—the Young Socialist League and 
the Young Labour League. 

Comrade Knott was in the chair and conducted 
the proceedings very efficiently. Comrade Gilbert, 
the secretary, opened the meeting, and after the 
singing of the “ Red rug two fraternal dele- 
gates, Comrades Smyth Moorhouse, spoke, wel- 
coming the formation of a real live organisation of 
the young. 

Comrade Whycer, on moving that the T. W. L. at- 
filiate to the Young Commgnist International, gave 
a brief sketch of ite formafion and activities. 

There was considerable discussion, but the res- 
lution was eventually carried with one dissentient. 

It was decided that the organisation should be 
independent of any adult organisation. 

It was agreed that the Young Worker should be 
the official organ of the League and should be pub- 
lished monthly, the first number appearing in April, 
Comrade Whycer to be editor. 

The Secretary reported that Comrades G. Willis 
and he were to represent the League on the plat- 
forms in Hyde Park on May Day, and alf mem- 
bers were to rally round. It was agreed 
to have a national banner. 

The question of propaganda was discussed and 
it was decided to hold outdoor mee indoor 
debates with other organisations of youth, and lan- 

aii —ů—— — — — — 
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The Communist doesn’t seem to 
What about it, 

movement? 
have any time to spend on us. 
you adult Communists? 

LABOUR AT ELECTION TIME— 

April 2, 1921 
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heart, we ask for assistance on behalf of dhe 
I. P. S. M. We ask you to become member, 
This is the first step, the rest will follow 
We are a compact body of  class-conscious 
workers who have set out with a definite objec. 
tive. We are out to abolish the present Politica) 

MM A 

—AND AFTER BEING RETURNED. 

— 

Youth in Italy. 

Norman Matson, who was at the great Con- 
vention of Socialists of Italy, when the Inter- 
national question was on, writes thus :— 

The outstanding dramatic fact of a 
dramatic ‘convention was the duel between 
youth and age. Bordiga, Terracini, and Bom- 
bacci lead the Communist faction (Third In- 
ternationalists). The Centrists are led by 
Serrati, Turati, and Modigliani, ete., old 
veterans, all of them. Their oft-repeated 
epithet: Lou are only boys! Excitable boys 
who would smash the unity we have built with 
years of unceasing labour, of prison, of sacri- 
fice! was natural and understandable. . In 
reply, the young men read the orders of the 
Third International and retold the story of 
Moscow, Berlin, Budapesth; the facts of 
which some of them got at first hand—behind 
the barricades. i 

The old ones of Italy said the same things as 
the old ones of Britain at Glasgow I. L. P. Con- 
ference last year. Youth must, and will, sweep 
the old ones into the old rubbish-bin. 
The Adults. 

To the adult comrades who are still young at 

> 

It was decided to form an information bureau 
for supplying information to the members. and the 
Press, Comrade Whycer and a committee of four 
elected by the E.C. being responsible. 

It was decided that the League affiliate to the 
London Council of Independent Working-Class Edu- 
cation. 

It was agreed to hold a Reunion of the members, 
the arrangements being left to the E.C. 

The following resolution was passed unanimous- 
ly :—* That this conference of the I. W. L. con- 
gratulates the Communist Youth of Russia on the 
glorious stand it has made in defence of the Rus- 
sian Revolution. At the same time it recalls with 
deep pain and sorrow the supreme sacrifice which 
many of our Comrades of Russia, Hungary and Ger- 
many hate been called upon to make, and pledges 
itself to prove that they have not died in vain, 
by going into the struggle with renewed vigour and 
energy. 

A vote of confidence in the Secretary was passed 
i.nanimously. 

The singing of *‘ The’ Internationale "’ ended a very 
successful conference. 

PAYING US A COMPLIMENT. 
In the Liverpool Daily Courier for the 14th inst., 

Delphian devotes a column article to show bow 
wicked is our contributor, L. A. Motler, and pays 
us the compliment of repudiating a good portion of 
the article Commun sm for Children,“ which ap- 
— in the Workers’ Dreadnought for the 12th 

i erage ayo 

State, and, pending that day, we have taken up 
the education of our children for the same pur- 
pose. Never forget that when the Revolution is 
won, it will have to be maintained. Here come 
the value of our educational work. We appeal to 
every Revolutionary to join up with us. Let 
nothing deter you, for the Revolution is inevit- 
able. What side will you take? The “* oppor- 
tunists or ours? If ours, come then, 
Comrades, and give us your name, for great 
movements are only brought into being by the 
conscious efforts of the conscious minority. 

The Wisdom of Youth. 
Murder your class and you will be called a hero. 

For such are the morals of the kingdom of 
parasites. 

Unemployment in Switzerland, as in this coun- - 
try. is growing. At the present moment there are 
180.000 workless, of which 90,000 were formerly 
employed producing various kinds of export goods. 

— — — — — — ee — — — — 

BADGES. 
SOVIET ARMS, in gilt on red enamel, Is. 3d. and 

9d. each, 19s. and 6s. per dozen.—Apply, 
Manager, Workers’ Dreadnought,” 152, Fleet 
Street, E. C. 4. 

After having assisted us in making known 0 
the good people of Liverpool our point of view, 
Delphian rides the high horse and declares: 

“That there are deadly doctrines striking 4 
the root of all legal and moral equity, will be 
obvious to all right-thinking and righteous pee 
ple. They are not only deadly doctrines, but. 

to me, brazen doctrines—it is hard indeed de 
think that such things are openly taught io law- 
loving England, of, as a great whole, high moral 
merit at the commencement of the Twentieth 
Century ! But there, without the slightest 
apology on the part of the extremists, are the 
naked and nefarious facts.“ 

“What a headlong plunge for the ‘ rabbit- 
warren’ stage of humanity I have more than 
once written warning about in this column '— 
or the ‘jungle!’ For every inch of the survival 
of the fitfest we have to-day, in those days we 
would have miles of it! In fact, it would be 
starting evolution all over again! And if you 
want an example of how it is done, just glance 
at ruined and rent Russia, with many of her best 

and bravest sons—and even daughters—viciously 
and villainously put to death, or driven 0 — 

cide! Such is the colossally corrupt, and © 
lous consequence of the ‘everything for 1 
body ' doctrine and deed ! Englishmen—eigor Y 
bester in time |" 

Between logic and hysterical phrase-making, “° 
back logic. Motler stande for logic and plain «*™ 
mon sense. , 
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OPEN LETTER TO COMRADE LENIN. 
An Answer to Lenin's Brochure: “‘LEFT WING’ COMMUNISM: AN INFANTILE DISORDER.” 

(Continued from last issue.) 

Every craft, every workshop is one whole, where 
the workers elect their representatives. The in- 
dustrial organisations have been divided according 

to economic districts. For the districts representa- 

tives have been appointed. And the districts in 

their turn elect the general board for the entire 
State. 

‘All the industrial organisations together, no mat- 
ter to what craft they belong, constitute the one 
Workers Union. 

This, as we see, is an organisation altogether dir- 
ected against the revolution. 

If an interval of comparatively peaceful fighting 
should follow, this organisation might moreover be 
easily adapted. The industrial jsations would 
only have to be combined, according to the in- 
dustries, within the compass of the Workers’ Unions. 

The Worker has Power. 
It is obvious. Here the worker, every worker, 

has power, for in his workshop he elects his own 
foremen, and through them he has a direct control- 
over district and State. There is a strong centrali- 
sation, but not too strong. The individual and the 
industrial organisation has great power. He can 
dismiss or replace his foremen at any time, and 
compel them to replace the higher positions at the 
shortest notice. This is imdividualism, but not too 
much of it. For the central corporations, the dis- 
tricta and government councils have great power. 
The individual and the central board hmve just that 
amount of power which this present period, im which 
the revolution breaks out, requires and allows. 

Marx writes that under capitalism the citizen is 
an abstraction, a cipher, as compared to the State. 
It is the’ same in the Trade Unions. The bureaucracy, 
the entire system of the organisation plane ever 
so far above, and are altogether out of the reach 
of the worker. He cannot reach them. He is a 
cipher as compared to them, an abstraction. For 
then he is not even the man in the workshop. He 
is not a living, willing, struggling bei. If in 
the old Trade Uyions you replace the bureaucracy 
by other persons, you will see that before long 
these also have the same character; that they stand 
high, unattainably bigh above the masses, and are 
in no way in touch with them. Nimety-nine ont 
of every hundred will be tyrants, and will stand 
on the side of the bourgeoisie. It is thr very 
nature of the organisation that makes them 80. 

Your tactics strive to leave the Trade Unions as 
they are, “down below,” and only to give them 
other leaders somewhat more of thm Left trend, 
is therefore purely a change “up above.” 
And the Trade Unions remain, in the power of leaders. 
And these, onee spoilt, everything is as of old, or, 
at the very best, a slight improvement in th layers 
up above. No, not even if you yourself, or we 
ourselves, were the leaders, we would not consent 
to this. For we wish to render the masses them- 
selves to become more intelligent, more courageous, 
slf-acting, more elevated in all things. We want 
the masses themselves to make the revolution. For 
only thus the revolution can triumph here in West- 
ern Europe. And to this end the old Trade Unions 
must be destroyed. 

industrial Workers Decide. 
licav utterly different it is in the industrial unions. 

Here it is the worker himself who decides about 
tactics, trend, and struggle, and who intervenes if 

the leaders do not act as he wants them to 

The craft, the workshop, being at the same time the 
1 he stands continually in the fight him- 

In so far as it is possible under capitalism, he 
is the maker and the guide of bis own fate, and 
as this is the case with everyone of them, THE 
MASS IS THE MAKER AND LEADER OF ITS 
OWN FIGHT. 

More, infinitely more 80, than was ever possi- 
ble in the old Trade Unions, reformist as well as 
syndicalist.“ 

The industrial unions and workers’ unions that 
make the individuals themselves, and consequently 
the masses themselves, the direct fighters, those that 
really wage the war, are for that very reason the 
best weapons for the revolution, the weapons we 
need here in Western Europe, if ever we shall be 
able without help to overthrow the most powerful 
capitalism of the world. 

But, Comrade, these are only the weaker grounds 
yet, as compared to the last, main actual reason, 
which dmngs closely together with the principles 
I have indicated at the beginning. And it is this 
last ground which is deciswe for the K. A. P. D. 
and the opposition party in England. These par- 
lies strive greatly to raise the spiritual level of 
the masses and individuals in Germany and England. 

They are of opinion that there is only ONE 
means to that end. And I should like to know 
whether you know of another means in the Labour 
movement ? It is the formation of a group! That 
shows, in the struggle, what the mass should be. 
That shows, fighting, what the mass MUST be. 
lf you know of another means, Comrade, tell me 
%% I know none other. 
In the Labour movement, and especially, I i - 
mne, in the revolution, there is but — Nay 

K * the example—the example itself, the DEED. 

comrades of the Left Wing believe that this 
small group, in ite fight — the Trade Unions 
and against Capitalism, win the Trade Unions 
to its side, or, which is also possible, that gra- 
dually the Trade Unions will be directed towards a 
better course. 

This can be attained only through the example. 
For the raising of the German worker to a hi 
level, therefore, these new organisations are a 
lutely indispensable. 
The new formation, the Workers’ Union, must act 
against the Trade Unions, in exactly the same way 
as the Communist parties act against the Socialist 
parties.** . 

The servile, reformist, social-patriotic masses can 
be converted only through example. 

Next I come to England: t the English Left 
Wing. 

After Germany, England is nearest to a revo- 
lution, not because in that country the situation 
is revolutionary already, but because the proletariat 
there is so numerous, and the capitalistic and eco- 
nomic conditions most favourable. Only a strong 
hit is meeded there and the fight begins, which can 
end only in a victory. And the hit will come. 
This is felt, this . almost instinctively known by 
the most advanced workers of England (as we all 
feel it), and because they feel this, they have 
founded a new movement, which, whilst manifest- 
ing itself in various directions, and searching as 
yet, just as in Germany—is in general the rank 
and file movement, the t of the masses 
themselves, without, or practically without leaders. 

Their movement is very much like the German 
Workers’ Union and its industrial organisations. 

Did you observe, Comrade, that this movement 
has arisen in two of the most advanced countries 
only? And from the ranks of the workers them- 
selves? And in many places? ft This proves al- 
ready in itself that it ty of natural growth, and 
not to be stopped ! 

Straggle in England Essential. 

And in England this movement, this strug- 
gle against the Trade Unions, is needed more al- 
most than in Germany, for the English Trade Unions 
are not only a tool in the hands of the leaders, 
for the maintenance of capitalism, but they are 
at the same time far more inefficient as a means for 
the revolution than those of Germany. The way 
they are conducted dates from the time of the 
small struggle, as far back often as the 19th and 
even the 18th century. England not only bas in- 
dustries. where 25 Trade Unions.exist, but most 
of the unions fight one another to the death for 
members !! And the members are utterly without 
—— Do you wish to retain also these Trade 
‘pions, Comrade Lenin! 

Must not these either be op split up, and 
destroyed? If you are against the Workers’ Unions 
you must also be against the Shop Committees, the 
Shop Stewards, and the Industrial Unions. Who- 
ever is in favour of tha latter, is also in favour 
of the former. For the Communists in either aim 
at the same things. 

The English Communists of the Left Wing vin to 
use this new trend in the Trade Union movement 
to destroy the English Trade Unions in their pre- 
sent shape, to alter them, to replace them by new 
instruments in the class e, which can be ap- 
plied for the revolution. game reasons that 
we have brought forward for the German movement 
holds good here. E 

In the postecript of the Executive Committee of 
the Third International to the K. A. F. P. I have 
read that the E. C. is in favour of the I. W. W. in 
America, as long as this latter wishes only political 
action and affiliation to the Communist Parties. And 
these I. W. W. need not join the American Trade 
Unions! But the Executive Committee is against 
the Workers’ Union in Germany; this latter must 
join the Trade Unions, al it i communistic, 
and works in co-operation with the political party. 

And you, Comrade Lenin, are in favour of the 
rank and file movement in Eagle (although this 
often causes a split, and although many of its mem- 
bers want the destruction of the Trade Unions!) 
and against the Workers’ Union in Germany. 

Executive Committee's Opportunisa. 

I can explain your attitude and that of the Exe- 
cutive Committee only by opportunism ; and a mis- 
taken opportunism to boot. 

It goes without saying that the Left Wing of 
the Communists in England can go less far than 
in Germany, because in England the revolution has 
not begun yet. It cannot as yet organise the rank 
and file movement all over the —— into one 
whole against the revolution. But the English Left 
Wing is preparing this. And as soon as the revo- 
lution comes, the great masses of workers will leave 
the old Trade Unions as unserviceable for the revo- 

lution, and will join the industrial organisations. 

And as the Left Communist Wing penetrates 
everywhere into this movement, seeking to spread 
the Communist ideas, it raises the workers by means 
of ite example on to a higher level, also thie, 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 

By HERMAN CORTER. 

and already now. And, as in Germany, that ie 
its real aim. 

The General Workers’ Unions, and the rank 
file movement, which are both founded 
the worksho 

this will be eo, not because 
will it so, but because the 
have these new 

ore, in 
England, and Workers’ Union in Germany, first fore- 
runners of the Soviets in Europe. Good luck to 

the first that, with) the Commu- 

Tou, Comrade Lenin, wish to compel us to use 
bad weapons here in Western Europe, where we 
stand alone, without one ally, against an as yet 
extremely powerful, extremely o and armed 
capitalism, and w we stand in need of the 
very best of weapons, the very Wherp 
we want to ise the revolution in the crafts, 
and on a craft you wish to force on us the 
miserable Trade Unions. The revolution im West- 

organisation (in all 
workers (except for the Communist Party) have no 
other strong weapons. The were armed, 
and had the poor peasants. What the 
the peasants were for the Russians, tactics 
organisation must be for us for the time . 
then YOU recommend the Trade Unions 
psychological, as well ag from material 
the midst of the revolution, we MUS 

to hinder 

To us this looks like opportunism, opportanism of 
the very worst kind. 

* It has to be borne in mind, of course, that 
this new combination of individualism and central- 
ism is not given right away in ite completed form, 
but that it is only springing up now, and is «a 
process which will be developed only in the strug- 
gle itself, and thus perfected, 

** With the sarcastic remark that also the Work- 
ers’ Usion cannot be faultless, you make little im- 
pression. It is right only im eo far that the union 
must fight for reforms under capitalism. It is not 
right in so far as the union — for the revo- 
lution. 

t Shop Committees, Shop Stewards, and, especially 
in Wales, Industrial Unions. 

tt That this movement in Germany should havo 
been made from above is slander. 

t You, Comrade, and many with you, use here 
the that the Communists, by leaving the 
Trade Unions, loose touch with the masses. But 

„„ „% 

- 
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WHY WE CELEBRATE A COMMUNIST 
WOMEN’S DAY. 

By DORA B. MONTEFIORE. 
Member Provisional Executive Committee 

of . — — Party of Great Britain. 

In Frank Anstey’s book, Red Europe, we read 

on page 26 :— 

It was then too late—the Revolution was 

moving. March 8th was Women's Day in 

Russia. The factories closed, the trams 

stopped, the women broke into the food shops 

and plundered them. The Duma went on 

talking. 
It was in memory of this day, when the 

Tsarist Government, through its continued parti- 
cipation in the world war, had destroyed the 
economic organisation of the country and brought 
famine and misery on the people, that the work- 
ing women of Russia, stung by the thought of 
their empty cupboards and starving children, 
decided on direct action, and possessed them- 
selves of the food and clothing their class had 

The Soviet Government has in memory of that, 

and, im order to link up those of the Third In- 
ternational in every country, they have written 
tw the various Communist Parties, asking them 
to celebrate that day by making a special effort 
to organise women comrades on a revolutionary 
basis, with the object of taking over by mass 
action, when the moment comes, the commodi- 
ties and means of life which the workers them- 
selves have produced. 

Never were the workers in every European 
country in a worse economic condition than they 
are at present moment. The capitalists and 
financiers are counting on them to pay, by their 
intensified wage-slave labour, for the orgy of 
destruction and devastation caused by the late 
war. The women have already paid in blood and 
tears and ruined homes; now, they and their 
men-folk are to be compelled, by enforced labour, 
to pay during generations to come. It is only 
occasionally that the workers of Great Britain 
get glimpses of the horrors which a wicked war 
and Peace have forced on the 
workers of Austria, Hungary and the Balkans; 
while the standard of living among workers of 
neutral countries has been terribly lowered. 

Here, in Great Britain, the workers feel every 
day, in their homes, the misery caused by the 
lack of proper housing, by the high cost of 
living, by unemployment, and underemployment 
and by the menace to their standard of living 
in the threatened fall of wages. They have a 
Labour Party in Parliament, but what does that 
Labour Party there do to help them? Even, if, 
after a General Election, in which the women 
voters helped to send a majority of Labour repre- 
sentatives to Parliament, there were a Labour 
Government, how would the Working Woman 
be helped? Parliament is a talking machine 
made to express the will of the capitalist class; 
not an acting machine, made to express the will 
of the producing class. It, like the Duma, 
would go on talking! 
That is the reason the Communist Party asks 
the working women who are up against present- 
day economic conditions, to come into its ranks. 
That is. why it is, with the Communist women of 
France and of Germany, celebrating ‘‘ Women’s 
Day in 1921. It is true we are celebrating it 
a month later than the Russian date; but the 
Dictatorship of Capitalism uses all its cunning 
and violence to keep the organised revolutionary 
workers out of touch with one another, and we 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 
— 

do not, in consequence, always get our messages 

through as soon as we should. 
But the important thing is that we get them. 

The Communist women of Western Europe have 

therefore agreed, this year, to celebrate 

Women's Day —the anniversary of the Rus- 

sian women’s direct action of 1917—on April® 

8th. Next year we shall celebrate it with our 

Russian comrades on March 8th. Meanwhile, 

a year of work is ahead of us; and, as we stretch 

out the hand of comradeship to our Communist 

sisters in every land, we dedicate ourselves to 

the task before us by saying in the words of 

William Morris: WE WILL IT!” 

WHO ARE THE PATRIOTS? 
The attack by the employers on wages in nearly 

every industry has r the workers of Britain out 
of their usual apathy, for they have begun to realise 
that they bave not too much to live upon before 

that. cut takes place, the cost of living not having 
gone down to any very appreciable extent. It 

is true that certain foods are cheaper, such as 

eggs, tomatoes, bananas, and butter, but then the 

workers did without these commodities when they 

cost more. Bread is still Ils. a quartern, milk 

10d. a quart, and meat has not gone down. Bacon 
is quoted as cheaper, but the quality is so bad that 
the workers refuse to buy it. Rents have not gone 
down; in fact, they are likely t rise; and rates 
are still gncreasing, the workers having to pay 
these separately now. Coal is still up and likely 
to cost much more, and gas is going up, too. 

If you ask a working woman what difference the 
fall in the cost of living has made to her, she 
will tell you “It doesn't make such a wonderful 
lot of difference; it takes all I've got to live, 
anyway. It is a decrease of a few pennics.” 

The insurance and unemployment stamps cost more 
and some of the Trade Unions have increased their 
contributions. The increase in wages never rose 
in the same proportion as the increase m the cost 
of living, so that if the wages are decreased now, 
the workers will be worse off than they were in 
1914, when the majority of them were living below 
subsistence level. The official estimates of the m- 
crease in the cost of living never gave a true m- 
dication of what it was, as dt was on a fallacious 
basis. When it was officially reported to be 176 
per cent., it was in reality 250 per cent. The 
workers are no longer content with the under-nourish> 
ment of the pre-war days, employers having deen 
forced, during the war, to pay them bigher wages 
to enable them to purchase more nourishing food in 
order to work at high pressure. The strain of 
the war, which) was suffered by those who actively 
took part in it and by those who stayed at home, 
reduced the vitality of the workers, so that they 
are les able to withstand starvation or semi-star- 
vation. 

Then the number of wage-earners who are un- 
employed has to be taken into consideration. There 
were 1,375,400 on the live registers of the Employ- 
ment Exchanges on March 18th to which must 
be added 790,000 short time claimants and a large 
number who are tired of registering. The increase 
of unemployed between March llth and 18th was 
57,286. 

Workers Learn by the War. 
The war has taught the workers many things. 

Amongst others that it was fougtt in order to secure 
commercial advantages for the capitalists, and that 
they, the workers, have gained nothing by it but 
wounds, ill-health, the loss of their loved ones and 
wage earners, pga — and misery. They 
have seen the tuge profits made by many employers 
ami have realised that these have been at their 
expense. 

The capitalista have proved that they are in- 
competent to deal with the economic situation 
which has arisen as the result of the huge expen- 
diture upon the war, their only solution being to 
call upon the workers to make further sacrifices 
and to provide the money to pay the bills and to 
rehabilitate trade under the old system. 

The workers see througt the hypocrisy and sham 
of it all, and in nearly every industry are putting 
up a fight against the reduction of their wages. 
The teachers, engineers, builders, ship-repairers and 
ship builders, the rag and waste workers, railway- 
men, wehicle makers and hosiery workers are some 
of those who are taking action, but the big and 
immediate fight centres round the miners, who have 
rejected the mine, owners’ offer. 

Mines Dispute. 
These so-called patriots, the mine-owners, have ne- 

glected to improve the methods of obtaining coal 
during the time of Government control, when they 
made enormous profits out of the Government sub- 
sidy and the prices they were able to obtain for 
the exports to foreign countries, and now they 
are squealing. Their greed has been their own 
undoing. The price of home coal was limited by 
ti Government in order to placate the home con- 
sumers and the miners who stood by them, but the 
owners made up for this by charging exhorbitant 
prices for their export coal as long as there was 3 
demand for it. 

But when the Versailles Treaty was put into ef- 
fect, which of course the owners supported, and the 
Germans had to supply France with 7,000,000 tons of coal a year, a further amount not exceed- 
ing 20,000,000 tons a year, . which Was 
more than France needed and enabled her to ex- 
pert it at a much lower price than that charged 

der Government control the miners were given 4 

rise of 2e. a shift, to raise then standard of living 
above that of 1914, known as the Sankey Award, 
and their war wages were guaranteed. The miners 
had been led to believe, under the Coal Mines Ener- 
gency Act, that decontrol would not take place 
until August, 1921, when it was expected that the 
industry would be prosperous. But when the coal 
owners found that y could only charge a limite 
amount to home consumers, and that they had lost 
their export trade and had to pay the miners a 
fixed wage, they successfully brought pressure to 

bear on the Government, and the industry is tw be 
decontrolied on March Silet, despite the protests ot 
the miners. 

Under control the profits were pooled between 
the various districts, thus enablang the poorer dis- 
triets to work their mines without making a loss, 

The owners now demand a big reduction in wagea, 
calculated to run up to 428. 2s. per week, each dis- 
trict to be determined on the ascertained results 
in each coalfield, which would be fixed upon the 
February results. A further revision would take 
place in May and so on, which would mean a con- 
tinuous fall in miners’ wages. 

Coal Owners’ Proposals. 
Mr. Evan Williams, the president of the Mining 

Association, gave the following summary of the own- 

ers 22 — 
“The base rates now in foree at each colli 

with the percentage additions paid in July, 1914, 
shall be the point below which wages shall not auto- 
matically fall. Wherever additions have been made, 
as, for imstance, increased base rates, or 
increases to pieceworkers as a result of the reduc- 
tion of hours, these will remain. 

“As to profits, the owners claimed that the ag- 
gregate of the owners’ standard in each district shall 
be taken as ½ per cent. of the total standard 
wages in that district. If the selling. price of coal 
leaves a eurplus, their proposal ie that 80 per 
cent. should go to the workpeople in the form of a 
percentage addition to wages and 20 per cent. to 
the owners. 
These principles were intended to apply @ more 

normal times. To meet the present abnormal condi- 
tions im the industry they are prepared to depart 
some way from. a strict application of them, and 
for the time being waive their share of the surplus.” 
Remember there is no limit to the price which 

may be charged for coal, so it is the consumer 
who will have to pay this money to the coal-owners, 
and the working-class consumers are also threa- 
tened with reductions in wages! 

The miners demand that the industry shall be 
treated as a single unit with a natéiomal standard 
of wages and a national pool. They also suggested 
that there should be a joint application to the 
Government for financial assistance during the ab- 
normal period, but the owners refuse to consider 
the miners’ proposals. 

Miners Reject Owners’ Proposals. 
On March 24th, at the miners’ national delegate 

meeting, the mine-owners’ proposals were rejectad 
by 23,000 votes to 231,000, and in so doing they 
declared their determination of adhering to their 
own demands for a National W Board and « 
National Pool. The districts which voted in favour 
of the owners have agreed to abide loyally by the 
policy laid down by the Federation, and there will 
be no split in the ranks. Frank Hodges told a 
Daily Herald representative that “the owners may 
say they do not propose a ‘lock-out on March 3ist, 
but what else can it be if they post up terms 
which the men have rejected, and say “You can 
take the wage we fix, or we will close the pit 

Thus the sitgation which has anpisen ia acute. The 
lock-out notivtes expire on the Slet. The coal- 
owners have declared war on the miners and on 
the consumers, for it means a general stoppage 
of the coal industry. The miners look upon the in- 
dustry as one which should be run for the good 
of the community and are endeavouring to protect 
the consumers as well as themselves. What two 
alternatives are left to them? To knuckle down & 

the rapacious coal-owners? No, why should they 
starve themselves and their families and force the 
other workers to pay still higher prices for coal, 
in order to make profits for people who have proved 
that they cannot run the industry profitably? Take 
over the mines themselves and run them for the 
benefit of all the people? Would you call them un- 
patriotic if they did this, or would you support 
them as the real patriots ? 

Let us suppose for a moment that they do de- 
cide to take control. They get the coal and bring 
it to the surface, but then they are faced with 
the transport difficulty, for the capitalist owners 
of the railways will not allow their trucks to be 
used for the benefit of the miners, so that things 
will be no better for the consumers. Therefore it 
will be necessary for the transport workers to de 
cide whether. they are going to continue to be pa 
the side of the capitalists or on the side of the 
— and they would have to take their decion 
quickly, 
of the world unite,” for this also applies to the 
large industrial enterprises. 

Is it the Revolution ? 
Is it penis that the by their greed 

and inefficiency, have set the ball of the revolution 
in Britain rolling, and that this ia going to be 
the most momentous week in the history of tus 
country? The workers will have to decide ths 
week for the slavery or freedom of a whole natipe, 
aay . a whole empire op possibly of the whole 
world. ; i ei. ) 

Again Marx's slogan is true, Workers 
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over the Northarn waves bounding away from Capitalism—The Nightless Region—The Soviet Welcome-—Tamara Ketlinsky 

—_Pale-Faced Garment Worker, Gorielova, works hard and lives poorly—The Red Army Interpreter. 

CHAPTER I. 

TO SOVIET RUSSIA \ACROSS THE 
ARCTIC SEA. 

Across the deserted quay I went, in the pour- 
ing rain, with two new-found comrades; the big, 
blonde Norwegian skipper and the little, dark- 

eyed Finnish boy. 

No Government officials were there to stop us. 
Only the duty man, a very informal 
Customs’ officer in plain clothes, looked into my 
bag, gave me a hend down the wooden steps, 
and came with me and the skipper in the ferry 
boat to the craft that would carry us over to 
Soviet Russia. 

I had been told that I should go over in the 
Soviet Steamer, and had imagined a smart 
vessel painted bright red, not large, but new and 
well-fitted. | 

I found instead a little old motor fishing boat, 
unpaimted for many years, her deck scarcely 
eight feet across and her gear battered and 
weather worn. Asa matter of fact, she was not 
a Soviet boat at all; but the property of the 
skipper, a Norwegian fisherman. 

** You’d better have stayed in England, than 
be going to Russia a day like this, the Customs’ 
oficer said, a little sourly. 

„ You'd: like to be going yourself!“ I re- 
torted. 

And so, from the low-lying Northern shore, 
we bounded over the waves, away from 
Capitalism. 

But the sky was dark, the wind cold, and 
the rain and spray would drench the stoutest 
clothing. Three steps down the ladder led to 
the tiny cabin, strongly smelling of oil, with the 
four-foot bunks and a rusty stove. 

If you’re sick, it'll be bad for you, the 
skipper said. 

I protested that I should not, but who could 
be anything else in such a gale, in that boat that 
tossed and pitched and plunged like a mad horse 
rearing? It was as cold as the grave. 

The skipper offered to put some fire in her, 
but I fancied the oil stove would fill the place 
with smoke, and I groaned: ‘‘ No, no.“ 

The hatch was clapped down. Hours of 
misery passed. 

I found myself waking to a yentle swaying, 
which melted softly and never jarred. A com- 
forting warmth and a sweet of burning 
wood filled the cabin. The skipper sat slicing 
with his sharp knife another faggot for the 
good stove ; how I had misjudged it! 
We were at anchor, and the noisy thud of the 

little engine had ceased. 
The storm had forced the ski to make for 

the nearest shelter, and he had found harbourage 
in Russian waters beside a rocky, deserted shore. 

STORM BOUND. 
We lay tranquil here, and the hours slipped by us 

Sometimes the skipper and his mate 
hot coffee from the old copper kettle, Ry Norwegian fish cakes-on the stove. Two brown- 
aced Finns clambered on deck to examine the skipper’s credentials. 
Night and day were alike: sunrise follawing sunset without a pause, the orb scarcely hiding itself for a moment behind the horizon’s rim. The following evening we re-started our 2 A heavy swell still prevailed, enching the deck of our small craft over and 

over again, and keeping the mate busy pumping 
up greasy, black bilge-water from below. 

MURMANSK. 

The sun was high and the heavens a splendid 
blue, as at four o’clock in the afternoon, or nine 
at night by Russian time, we reached Murmansk, 
a two years’ old, war-bujlt town of wooden 
houses. 

Big grey ships, flying the Red Flag, and one 
of them newly picked out with scarlet paint, lay 
in the foreground. Their sailors and white- 
coated kitchen-workers waved us a cheery wel- 
come. A long line of railway waggons bordered 
the wide harbour, but many of them were 
broken and useless, and behind the big ships 
were battered and rusty submarines and various 
other craft that had been submerged and hauled 
up again from the deep. Damaged cranes, 
smashed gun-carriages and sentry boxes, army 
huts and stacks of old iron and other relics of 
the Alied Military occupation, were the principal 
features of the place; but all had been tidily 
arranged and sorted out, with a view to convert- 
ing the material to the best possible uses. 

Our skipper. and a Finnish Comrade, named 
Christiansen, whom we had taken on board the 
night before, from Vaida Gouba, a fishing village, 
were well-known to the friendly crowd of people 
who awaited us at the landing. 

Every ome had an air of genial friendship and 
happy confidence. A group of Comrades guided 
us through the town, over the unpaved roads, 
where one’s feet sink into the soft sand, and 
where innumerable little pigs, playing like 
children, race each other round the houses. 
Murmansk is evidently preparing a great stock 
of bacon! 

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL HOUSE. 

Our destination was the commercial Post 
Office and the local headquarters of the Third 
International, which occupy one end of a one- 
storied building, where live several working-class 
families. 

The official part of the building, which is also 
the guest house and the dwelling of Comrade 
Wastein, the Third International representative, 
of a colleague of his and their wives, consists only 
of three rooms, a kitchen and a square entrance 
hall which serves as store-house and waiting- 
room. Each of the three rooms is used both as 
office and bed- room. The walls are covered with 
a sort of oil-cloth painted white, the wood-work 
is unpolished, the boarded floors cleanly scrubbed 
and without mats or carpets. Electric light, 
several typewriters and an abundance of 
literature combine with its otherwise primitive 
features. 

Everything is clean and in order. 

It is a place of constant work, carried on in 
quiet harmony, of homely and informal kind- 
ness. Parcels of literature and letters pass con- 
stantly through this office to and from 
many countries. Communists, journeying as 
exiles and fugitives or as deserters, students 
and propagandists come here on their way to 
Moscow and Petrograd, from America, Britain, 
Norway, Sweden and other lands. Peasants and 
fisher-folk from the neighbourhood are Always 
calling. Yet the atmosphere of the house is as 
restful and smooth as the best managed English 
home. | 

Comrade Mrs. Wastein, a charming girl, 
dressed in white, brought in the supper—a little 
salt fish, black bread and -butter and glasses of 
coffee. After the meal was over and she had 
cleared the table, she drew a white curtain 

which she made up a 
other a bed for herself 
Russia one uses one’s household 
to the full, 

Next morning was Sunday. 
All the Comrades in the house were 

that I went alone to take a walk 

People were strolling about 
holiday faces; mothers and fathers 
children. All were plainly and 
dressed. There were no signs of poverty 
suffering. g 

Men were fishing at the 
bringing up curious black and grey 
huge mouths, and other fish that 
plaice. The Chinamen, of whom 
many, seemed to be getting most of the 
catches. 

I searched out the little Norwegian boat and 
hailed the skipper. 

ONE OF THE “ WHITES.” 
Hearing that I spoke English, a man came 

forward and said obsequiously : 
„ have been in the British Army. 
How was that? I asked. 
I have been an interpreter for both the 

British and: French Armies. 
„But how was it that you were willing to 

help them against Soviet Russia?’’ 

If I had refused I should have been shot. I was 
mobilised’ then, as I am mobilised now by the 
Bolsheviki.“ b 

For which side would you prefer to work“ 
1 care nothing for politics,”” he answered 

crossly, then added in a burst of anger, I hate 
these Red politics.” 
Why?“ 

We have nothing to eat; we die of hunger; 
we live like dogs.” 

„The Russian people are backward. The 
country is backward. It has always been . 
Many people were hungry before the W 

also and under the Czar?’’ 

Oh yes, poor people, but not 
was a ship-owner and an officer in 
volunteer flect. It is worse now 
Czar’s time for people. like me. | 

people will not work, except when forced by the 
baton. No one works here now.” t But in England they say that 
forced labour in Russia, and that everyone 
compelled to work for long hours.’ 
Ves, we are slaves! We are forced to 

I am forced to work. We die of . 
have nothing but the Red Flag! The leaders 
have all that they desire; the citizens nothing.” 
Have you any proof of that? Can you give 

me the facts?’’ 

„ No one cares to work, he went on, ignor- 

ing my question. We have tremendous 

quantities of fish, but no one will go fishing, 

because each must give what he catches to the 
community. 

„ That would be selfish. But look, people are 

fishing all around us!“ 

Close beside us a man, sitting at the quay’s 

edge, had laid aside his rod and line for a 

moment, to cut himself a big slice of bread and 

smoked salmon. 



Oh yes, they 
don’t work now, they sleep till noon. 

So he perpetually contradicted himself, in 3 
way which certain people from Russia had al- 
ready made familiar to me. 

‘ Pay no attention to him, he is one of the 
Whites — a lying fellow; he asks me for to- 
baceo, but I always say : None for you!’ in- 

terposed the Norwegian skipper, climbing out of 
his boat, 

A Comrade soon summoned us to dinner with 
Comrade Westen: One of the leaders of 
whom the White Russian had spoken. 

Breakfast had consisted of black bread and 
tea, with condensed milk brought by a delegate 
from Norway the week before, and carefully 
busbanded as an unusual luxury. For dinner 
there were small helpings of thin soup, a very 
little salt fish and w few slices of potato, meagre 
portions with which people in England would 
not be content. 

THE MEETING BESIDE THE TRAIN. 
A meeting had been hastily summoned to 

welcome me to Russia, and beside the train for 
Petrograd contingents of Red soldiers and 
sailors were lined up, wearing captured British 
uniforms and displaying red flags and banners, 
with a big crowd of men, women and children of 
Murmansk in the rear. The International 
was sung with a vigour I had never heard before. 
Looking down on the people from the top 

step of the railway carriage to speak to them, 
I was impressed by their robust and comfortable 
appearance. 

Tamara Ketlinsky, who stood beside me, 
narrow-chested, thin and pale, was a marked 
exception. 

She was not a proletarian like the rest, and 
when in London before the war, she lived in a 
faal. onable district near Hyde Park. 

Her father was Military Commander of Mur- 
mansk at the outbreak of the Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion. He took the part of the Soviets and was 
murdered by the counter-revolutionaries. 

Tamara had been ill from overwork in the pro- 
letarian cause. She was engaged in an office 
and also in the women’s and young Communists’ 
organisations, trying to do the work of three 
persons. 

Some of the Comrades decided to come an 
hour’s journey in the train with me. One of 
them, I was told, had fought like a wolf in the 
hills against the Whites, blowing up bridges, 
cutting telegraph wires and stopping trains. 

Tamara Ketlinsky told me that a Soviet had 
been set up in the Murmansk district at the 
time of the first 1917 revolution, but like the 
other Soviets at that time, it possessed no power. 

Two days after the Revolution of October 
1917, when the Bolsheviki seized the power and 
handed it to an All-Russian Congress of Soviets 
which had assembled, the Murmansk Soviet re- 
ceived a telegram conveying the news and call- 
ing upon it to assume the power of government 
in its own district. 

MURMANSK UNDER THE ALLIES. 

Ketlinsky’s father, who was Naval Commander 
of the district, informed the officers under him 
that they must submit to the Soviet Govern- 
ment, 

Tha Murmansk Soviet therefore came into 
power without difficulty. 
A British warship, Glory IIT, already lay in the 

harbour, but, as yet, the Allies took no hostile 
steps. 

One of Ketlinsky’s subordinate officers 
journeyed often to Petrograd, and it was 
rumoured that he went there to visit the Allied 
Embassies. 

Gradually he gathered a counter - revolutios. ary 
clique around him, end presently Ketlinsky, the 
good Commander, was assassinated by order of 
this clique. Afterwards the ccunter-revolution- 
ary officer began to work openly in Murmansk 
Soriet for separation from Moscow. 

On July 12th, 1918, representatives of* the 
British, French, and American Governments, 
ireluding the British Consul, Major-General 
Poole, appeared in the Soviet to advocate separa- 
ion fram Mamu. When the Allied representa- 
tives had spoken, the President of the Soviet 
sud: Lou see, comrades, if we refuse to 
separate, the Allies will suppress us; if we 

separate, they will continue allowing us to man- 

age our own affairs. Then a motion was put, 
and, though only a minority of those present 

raised their hands for it, the motion was declared 

carried, without the contrary being put. 

Railway workers in the meeting protested 

against this verdict, declaring that it would 
lead to war. The counter-revolutionary 

newspapers asserted that the motion had been 

carried unanimously. 

The sailors on board the Russian cruiser 
Askold, whic). was stationed at Murmansk, held 

a meeting and decided to adhere to Moscow. 

The Allies then seized the Askold, arrested 
the Russian sailorg and sent them to Soviet 
Russia; put a British crew aboard the Askold 
and took her off to England, since when she has 
never returned. 
In August 1918, the Allies took Archangel, 

and at the beginning of November, an order 
came from the Allied representatives that the 
Murmansk Soviet was to be dissolved and its 
place taken by a Governor named Yermoloff. 

In the spring of 1919 the Murmansk revolu- 
tionaries planned an attempt to recapture power. 
Held down by the autocratic discipline of the 
Allies, they asked their permission to hold a de- 
monstration to celebrate the anniversary of the 
March Revolution, intending to make this 
gathering the cover for their revolt. 

The Allies somehow got wind of their scheme, 
took precautions to forestall it, and forced the 
ex-President of the Soviet and the Trade Union 
leaders to issue a declaration that Yermoloff and 
the Allies were acting in the best interests of 
Russia. 

All chis Tamara Ketlinsky told me with much 
earnestness. 

She added, that anyone caught attempting 
tevolutionary propaganda during the Allied occu- 
pation, or speaking against the counter-revolu- 
tionary North Russian Government, which the 
Allies were maintaining, was sent to Yorkanger, 
an isolated part of the coast, surrounded by 
mountains. Its climatic conditions were very 
bad, and not a tree existed there. 

The situation of the prisoners was kept secret 
until some of them were brought to Murmansk 
tu be tried for an alleged attempt to escape. 
Then it leaked out that the prisoners were only 
allowed to rise from their beds between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., and that if they attempted to do so 
at other times, they were shot by a sentry who 
pointed his gun through a window. There was 
much illness amongst the prisoners, and many 
died. 

The British gradually withdrew from Mur- 
mansk between September and October 1919, 
leaving behind the North Russian Government, 
which, in the effort to stabilise, they had ex- 
pended so much life and treasure. On February 
2ist a revolt against the North Russian Govern- 
ment took place. The soldiers seized the guns 
and ammunition and arrested the officers, eleven 
of whom were killed on the spot, whilst three or 
four others lost their lives in attempting to 
escape. The greater part of the North Russian 
Army, which had been formed by the Whites, 
was then at the front, near Petrosavodsk, fighting 
against the Soviet troops. The Murmansk revo- 
lutionaries could not tell what the North Rus- 
sian Army would do. Should it side with the 
counter-revolution they would be overwhelmed. 
The soldiers of the North Russian Army de- 
clared for the Revolution; the officers fled to 
Finland and Norway. 

Thus the Murmansk Soviet took control. 
Long before Tamara had finished her stery, 

we were all drinking the inevitable Russian tea, 
without milk, but with much sugar. 

GORIELOVA. 

_ Helen Goriélova, an organiser of Petrograd 
women, was also with us, and she was going all 
the way to Petrograd. Her work is to organise 
into groups women who are occupied with the 
care of their children and homes. 

One would guess that Goriélova had been a 
garment worker. She has her prototype amongst 
the revolutionary proletarian women of Russian 
origin in many European cities, and you may find 
her like on the East side of New York. 

She is pale-faced, short and thick-set. She 
cares nothing for dress; her hair is twisted in a 
tight little knob on the tep of her head. She 

— „„ — 

FROM MURMANSK TO PETROGRAD. 
The Comrades had arranged that I should have 

a compartment to myself during the nights. 
The seats were of bare uncushioned wood, but 
Goriélova brought me a sack of hay for a mat- 
tress, a sheet, a flannelette blanket and a pillow. 

I discovered next morning that she had given 
me the beddimg she had brought for herself, 
for I found her lying, most uncomfortably, on 
a sort of shelf in the corridor with her luggage 
under her head. 

She swept out my compartment with a broom 
of twigs from time to time and, until her stock 
was exhausted, brought me a glass of sweet hot 
tea at frequent intervals. 

After the Murmansk Comrades left the train, 
I was only able to communicate with my fellow- 
passengers by bigns, till a young Red Army 
political instructor, who spoke French, joined 
us. 

This young enthusiast assured me that even 
the bourgeoisie love Comrade Lenin and Com- 
rade Trotsky.’’ He told, with great pleasure, 
of the thousands of classes on history, 
economics, literature, languages and so on, held 
daily for the Red soldiers. : 

The train stopped frequently because, for the 
lack of coal, the engine was fed with logs of 
wood, and fresh supplies were often required. 
Now that Soviet Russia has begun to use electric 
trains,* the journey between Petrograd and 
Murmansk, which takes four days, will presently 
be accomplished more swiftly. 

During the first days we passed through 
swampy lands and woods of thin and feeble birch 
trees. There had been many forest fires and 
over wide stretches of country the trees were 
scorched and scarred or burnt to the ground; 
for long distances neither a house nor a human 
being was to be seen, but everywhere evidences 
of labour; trees felled and logs piled together, 
mile upon mile of new ditch cut to drain the 
land, of road newly made of logs laid crosswise 
and covered with earth; mile upon mile of rail- 
way track repaired. 

Many of the wooden houses occasionally passed 
were new, and the new were larger ‘and better 
built, with more carving than the old. In the 
doorway of one of the newest houses, with 

beautifully carved eaves and chimneys of red and 
white glazed bricks, a woman was standing with 
two fat bare-foot babies who waved hands vigor- 
ously to the train. 

Occasionally we came to a place where the 
train stopped longer, and quite a number of 
people were at the station. All the passengers 
jumped out to stretch their legs and get hot 
water for their tea. 

BRITISH UNIFORMS. 
What an assortment of clothing! What num- 

bers of British and French uniforms, trophies 
nr the Russians wear gladly and display with 
pride. 

(To be continued in our next issue). 

* On October Ist, 1920, Makonin's electric train 

made ite first journey from Petrograd to Moscow 
without a reload. This first electric train was ©? 
structed in the Baltic works, Petrograd. It con- 
sists of three motor and three tender car. 

The cars are of Pullman style, and each accommo 

dates eighty persons. There is also a sleeping car. 
ee 

Soviet Russia ag Igaw it in 1920,“ by E. Sylria 
Pankhurst, is copyrighted in accordance with the 
regulations of the Copyright Act, 1911 (1 and 2 ‘ee. 
5, Ch. 46). American copyright has been applied 
for. Provided acknowledgement is made to the 
Workers“ Dreadnought,” Communist and Labour 
papers can reproduce for the purposes of pre 
paganda any part of this book. 
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«SAUCE FOR THE GOOSE .. 1“ 
By Ward Newton. 

High up in that dasty t Office, the sun 

blared through grimy E fall on the backs 
of a dozen monotype operators 

to them to come out into the sunshine overbore the 
nerve-racking clatter of scores of sharp-pointed steel 

punches dancing up and down in perfect time to 

the dazzling tattoo of one hundred and twefity nim- 
ble fingers and thumbs voraciously devouring what 
the man in the street would think “perfectly il- 
legible” copy. Suddenly the harsh clatter assumes 
a softer note; the tapping of those never-weary 

angers becomes spasmodic and irregular. 
„Air!“ Shouts an operator at the end of the line 

of keyboards, as the clicking of the shining punches 
becomes feebler. = 

„Air!“ Bawls another operator; and down the 
line goes this warning password, each operator shont- 
ing louder—a harmless habit the men have of re- 
lieving their feelings. Then, as the noise of tapping 
almost ceases, save where an operator tries to finish 
his line, is beard the hiss of escaping air from 

oily valves. The bass becomes gentler, 
finally subsiding altogether, and the last death- 
rattle of the space-indicating drum, after revolving 
rapidly to the rest position, proclaims that the 

power is off. The workers are to have a breather. 
The clicker—fanny they should call him clicker, 

for his board clicks fess than any other operators 
finds it necessary to swear, a thing at which prin- 
ters are by no means tyros. “Damn that air-com- 
pressor!” he exclaims, 
a hurry!" (Most jobs, are, by the way!) He looks 
very sorry for hi , and hurries off to find out 
the cause of all the trouble. 

The operaters are anything but sorry. They wish 
it had happened before. A rustle of morning pa 
is heard—where they come from it would be dif- 
cult to say offhand—and soon they have forgotten 
all about that article on “Speeding Up“ and 
Greater Output, which is to take first place in 
an omnisclént business magazine. Football is much 
more interesting. 

They don’t all turn to the football pages, how- 
ever, for one of them—a pale, consumptive-looking 
fellow named Tuber-Cumming, generally known as 
Bolshie on account of his alleged extremist 
views, and who locke as though his fortnight’s holi- 
day had done him very little good—passes his paper 
to his “side-page.” Indicating a certain paragraph 
with his finger, be says, with a sarcastic chuckle, 
Read that — 

“WHAT IS 100 PER CENT. 

oo Profits are Com ed in the Commercial 
orld. 

“The aystem of computing the percentage of 
profit in commerce was explained 
a Daily News representative. 
that a general impression that an article which 
is sold at double the price at which ut was pur- 
chased yields a profit of 100 cent., but the 
universal commercial system of computation fixes 
the profit percentage at 50. 

“An official of an association of mannfac- 
turers, explaining, said ‘If an article costa 420 
and is sold at #40, the gross fit ie 420. The 
turnover is 440 and £20 ie of £40, so that 
the profit is 50 per cent. 2 

Well, that’s pretty cute,” said Side-page, as 
he handed the paper back. Wonder if that schema 
was devised to beat the income-tax assessors?’ 

Without replying Tuber-Cumming jumped 
citedly and turned to the other operators. 

Boys,“ he shouted, listen to this.” Giving 
them no time to interrupt him, he read the para- 
graph aloud in a clear voice. 

Now, what I say is this,” he added, excitedly. 
Let's apply that system of reckoning to our wages. 
We sold our labour and skill for about 42 before 
the war. Now we get £5 for it. Five pounds is 
our total turnover, and the 43 extra we get to- 
day is only 60 per cent. of the total turnover. 
Now, seeing that the cost of living is around 150 
per cent. above pre-war days, I reckon we ought 
'o get another £3 a week at least. What's sauce 
for the goose is——” 

But his rem were interrupted by a sudden 
hissing sound, followed by the click oft a dosen 
space~irums and the grating, grinding clank of the 
noisy type-casters in an adjoining room. Further 
speculations on this novel method of reckoning the increase of their wages must be postponed, for the 
frowning face of the “clicker” had appeared in 
the doorway—and they had a “ rush ” job on. 

up ex- 

Its tantalising call 

A MEETING 
WILL BE HELD 

Outside Holloway Gaol, 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 4 p.m. 
Followed by a meeting outside 

Pentonville Prison. 
— 

Come and cheer our Comredes Pankhurst and Malone. 

“and this job wanted in 
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THE WORKERS’ DREAPDNOUGHT 

WAGES, MIDDLEMEN’S Es, Mabe PROFITS, 

By PETER MARSDEN. 
May 1 point out and correct what I consider 

to be errors in the serial, “What are Economies!“ 
In the issue of the Dreadnought of 19th March, 

1921, these errors have to deal with (1) middle- 
men and their profits and (2) indirect taxation. 

Accordifig to the author of the article in ques- 
tion the prices of commodities are raised by the 
amount of fit which the middlemen add to what 
they pay for the commodities. Consequently the 
workers pay more for the commodities than they 
ought, and the middlemen are robbers, etc. 

It is quite true that the middlemen’s selling prices 
are greater than their buying prices by the amount 
of profit they derive. But it does not follow that 
with the elimination of the middlemen prices would 
tall; or, if they did, that the workers would benefit. 

In the economic deve t the middleman was 
useful as a distributor of goods: consequently, in 
that position, he drew on the national dacome for 
useful work performed. Though a non-producer, he 
did useful social work, just as the capitalist did 
when originally owner and manager of the factory. 

The author rightly points out that the amount of 
real wages (the amount of good# which the worker 
can buy for his wages) tends towards the fodder 
level. Therefore from a theoretical basis, we must 
consider the “fodder” level as being the normal. 

Thus, if prices rise, real would lessen, 
and are below the fodder line. by strikes or 
otherwise, they are brought up to fodder line. 

Should prices fall, then, real wages have risen, 
because with lower prices the same wages buy more 
goods. Then, owing to competition among the 
workers, wages fall to the fodder line. An arithme- 
tical example will explain more clearly. 

Let us suppose that the worker needs ten quartern 
loaves per weck at 8d. per quartern at the foddrr 
level. That is, he must expend 8d. multiplied by 
ten, 80u. @ 68. 8d. per week on bread. Let the 
price of the quartern rise to le, then the worker 
6s. 88. will buy only 6 2-8rde quarterns—in other 
words, his real wages (10 quarterns) have fallen to 
6 2-Srds quartérns. It is below the fodder level. 
To rise to the fodder level he must have enough 
money to buy 10 quarterns at 18. per quartern, or 
10s. In other words, the money wages must rise 
from 6s. Ad. to 10s. Let the price fall from &d. 
to 6d. per rn, then the money to buy 10 
quarterns ie 6d. multiplied by 10—60d. or 5s. Wages 
will tan from 6s. 8d. to Se: the new fodder level 
as measured in money. 

Suppose, then, the middleman buys a quarterh 
at Gd, and pelle it at a ls., the worker docs 
pay the difference, 4d. If the fodder level 

quarterns, and the quarterns be Is., then 
wages will be 10s. 

Cut out the middleman, and let the quartern 
sell at d., then the wages fall to 6s. 8d. in order 

1 the . 

wages. Indeed, except in the case of 
the middleman has no mort effect on prices than 
the industrial capitalist. 

But does not the middleman add a percentage 
for profit in his selling price? Apparently he does. 
But if be can add 5 per cent., why not 5,000,000 per 
cent.? In other words, there is no theoretical law 
for the amount of profit, but each middleman de- 
termines hie own profit—according to the author 
of the article in question. Yet, at the same time, 
profits tend to stand at the same level with con- 
stant productive conditions. How does this come 
about 

The national income, that is the amount of the 
national product over and above that required (o 
replace worn-out means of uction, is <diviled 
into two parts. These are: Fodder for the work- 
ing-class, and the sum of the surplus. 

No matter what the national income, the fodder 
must be delivered. If productivity falls the amount 
of surplus is lessened. If productivity rises, the 
surplus is increased. Therefore, from the fodder 
standpoint, the cry “ Produce more!” is an error. 
That is why we ere inclined to believe that our 
Labour fakirs are ignoramuses when not traitors. 

That surplus income (when the amount of fodder 
is deducted from the national income) 4s divided into 
many parts. If the industrial or agricultural capt- 
talist owns factory and land and himself is respon- 
sible for the sale of the product, be pockets the 
whole of the surplus. | 

If the capitalist does not own the factory and 
land, as an industrial capitalist he pays rent for 
the building and ground-rent. As the ground land- 
lord does nothing useful, and the industrial capital- 
ist believes himself a useful person, the latter is 
often at war with the ground landlord. These 
conditions gave us the single-taxers. : 

If the capitalist bas borrowed money to run his 
business, he must pay interest to the banker or 

money-lender. That is why, in an industri:l state, 

the dominant clique (the industrial capitalists) be- 
lieve in a low bank-rate or low rate of interest. 

In case the capitalist does not sell retail, the 
wholesale buyer takes responsibility, Te recoup 
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his goods, 
ie luxuries — 
ye includes 

At our last branch meeting 
a very interesting address on 
and ‘was asked if he would « 
0 ehonaer A ges 
to . 

Our propaganda meetings are held every 
day evening at The Grove at 8 o 
The membership of the Branch ie slowly growing, 

but we are sure there ara muniste in 
the district who are atill 
A » ee 
or freedom. 

All applications for membership 
dressed to Minnie Birch, 10, South 
Street, Hammersmith, W. 6. 

sity}. and by Mr. F. J. Marquis (Warden of Liver- 
pot’ 1 Settlement) gave the following rev 
sult, which they put before the Royal Statistical 
Sovlety :— 

“A direct investigation was made in a well- 
and it trans- 
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eber ift 

decided to postpone 
the competition till Ap 
not the time to finish their MSS. have, therefore, 

to publish is one that will remain of actuality for # 
long time, nothing will be lost by the delay. 

Received this week :— 

(1) By hand, a MSS. of fifty pages (unnum- 
bered), marked with a figure of four digits. 

(2) By registered post, from a provincial town, 
a MSS. of seventy-seven pages, covered with brown 

paper, and signed with a nom-de-plume of four 
words. 

3) B istered letter, from a provincial 
an a uss. of eight pages, marked. with four 

initials. 6 

(4) By registered letter, a MSS. on yellow paper 

of sixty pages, marked with a pseudonym of two 
syllables. 

—————— EE 

DREADNOUGET DEVELOPMENT FUND. 
Carried forward, 427 4s. 6d. ; “ Old Man,” 2s. 6d.; 

Mr. A. H. Louis, 10s.; Miss Sloane, %. ; collec- 
tion at Holloway, Se. ; total, 428 9% 
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| A masterly analysis and contrast of Com- 
Christianem 

ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN PROLE- 
TARIAN REVOLUTION. 

(Thesis adopted by the Second Congress of Com- 

munist International. Communist Party. 12 pp. 

2d.) 
A good portion of this Thesis has appeared in 

the “ Workers Dreadnought.” 

PARLTIAMENTARIOM, TRADE UNIONIS AND 
THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL, 

(Theece of the Second Congress, Moscow, August, 

1920. Communist Party. 16 pp. 2d.) 

These were amply discussed in our paper, and 

in Germany antl Italy. In fact, the discussion on 
“Paerliamentariom " or Anti seems always to crop 

up where a few comrales mect, often spoiling their 

opportunity of doing useful work for their class. 

Te ie a residue of bourgeois education. The re- 

viewer, not wishing to repeat the error he, con- 

Gemne, has left our cartoonist to solve the knotty 

point. Look at the cartoon. Yu will say it m 

‘aot an argument, but you wil be fore o admit 

it ie true. 

PUBLISHERS’ ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

A BOOK FOR COMMUNISTS. 
Special cheap PLEBS Edition, 2s. 6d. (post padd, 

2s. M.). 

CREATIVE 
By, Eden and Cedar Paul. 

234 pp. Strong paper covers. Large tyre m 

bridged. : 

From PLEBS, lla Penyworn Road, 
Londen, G. W. 5. 

| COMMUNISM AND 
CHRISTIANISM. 

muniem and from the revolutian- 
and seientific standpoints. A splendixi 

work by a Marxian and Darwinian Scholar 
‘that should be read by every worker. It 
emites supermaturalism in religion and capi- 
taliem in politics. 
Communism and Christianism has been 

warmly received by the American workers. 
The book is meeting with pronounced op- 

from the intrenched interests. 
bers of a chamber of commerce are 

threatening the author and try‘ng to sup- 

= 

3 _ 

press the work. 
5 “B Brown i the reincarnation of 
| Thome and his book is the modern 

} Age of Reason.” 
“Here is a book unlike any other ever 

| ‘written in America. It is one of the most 
extraordinary and annihilating books I have 
ever read. It will shake the country. The 
second edition is even more wonderful and 
compelling than the first.” 

Paper, 204 pages, one copy Is., six copies 
J. postpaid. Use International Money 
| Orders only. Published in October, 1920. 

Thirtieth thousand now ready. 

MODERN PRESS 
| 00L 205 MADISON SQUARE, KEW YORK, HY. Us. 

Ik not—then why grumble at your lot? 

JUST OUT! 

AN APPEAL 
By E. SYLVIA PANKHURST. 

Being the verbatim report of her speech at the 
Appeal heard at the Guildhall. 

PRICE THREEPENCE 

From he Workers’ Dreadnought " Office, 152, Fleet 
Street, London, E. C. 4. 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 
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In the stagnant waters of Western Socialism, fouled by Parliamentary immobility for over 

gue ie with a clash, came the twenty-one points of the Communist International. 

y have cut across the old Social-Patriot Parties like a trenchant ¢word. 

They disciplinary measures aiming to give & new driving power to the old forces of 

Geist to restore class-consciousness to the united forces of the wealth-producers, 

But recently, the Socialist Parties of Germany and France, Italy and America, ‘split over the 

acceptance of these twenty-one points. 
They are now purifying the I. L. P., and will group together on one side the sail-trimmers, 

the —— the politicians; and on the other, those animated by the rugged, honest and 

revolutionary spirit of a Keir Hardie. 
ö It is inevitable in England as it was inevitable in other countries. 

To the man in the street—or more truly, to the man in the workshop who does not take 3 

keen interest én his class political welfare—this question of the twenty-one points may appear 

hair-splitting. 
Hair-splitting too, the question of the affiliation to the Third International. 

Others may question the wisdom of dividing the workers’ forces when the-class-struggle, the 

struggle for the emancipation from Capitalism daily increases in intensity. 

it is all-important that this question shoul! be made clear by any one of us to our oo. 
workers in all walks of life. 

And the question is one of extreme simplicity. Simply this: is the vast movement which 
we call Labodr, which, whilst being the outcome of our position as wage-earners, embodies all 
the aspirations for a higher standard of life, both for us and for our families—is this movement 
to be for ever the breeding-warren of silver-tongued persons who, risen from the ranks, 

gradually forget the early struggle of their life, the hardship of the factory life, to become, 

under the disguise ok advanced leaders, the most useful instruments of oppression and de. 
ception in the hands of the master class. 

Are the early days to be forgotten; when Socialism was a Religion, and a religion of duty, 
service and beauty? 

Shall Labour for ever, w'th all its power and its forces, its grand promises of happier days 

and justice for all, for ever be deviated from its true path and go from one disillusionment to 
another ? 

Or, on the other hand, shall not Labour keep its self-determined discipline, dictated by the 
rank and file, independent from opportunist considerations and proceed straight to its goal? 

Acceptance of the twenty-one points put forward by the Communist International as « 
condition to its membership simply signifies this: shall we talk or shall we prepare to act? 

Is it possible, és it advisable to change this cypitalist state of soclety ‘that oppresses all every 
one of us in various degrees—and breeds povert; . crime and ifijustice—into another more human 
and more humane, born of a spirit of fraternity and freedom, where the combined efforts of the 
individuals and of the nations shall promote common welfare and happiness ‘instead of warn 
ard incessant useless and wasteful competition? 

Is is possible, is it advisable to do that? Yes or No? Simply that and nothing more! 
If yes—then workers’ parties of all lands must unite with the Communist International at 

all costs, even at the cost of breaking ties of old friendship. 

morsel and a dole. Leaders speechifying 
you your hat and the profiteers will give 
— 

BETWEEN OURSELVES. 
By I. A. MOTLER. 

If travellers’ tales were coffin nails, then Red 
Ruddy Russia onght to be buried deep by now. 
But there is yet one more nail left for the Frening 
Standard to hammer into the coffin. 

An Englishman born in Russia has recently ar- 
rived in London, and he hasn't disappointed the 
truthful reporter. He bas resided in Petrograd dur- 
ing the last ten years. How he escaped, thrills the 
young journalist, is his own affair. But judging 
from other cases I have an idea. He probably 
went and got a passport. 

The horrors this veracious “escaped " guest of 
the Bolshies went through were so ghastly that he 
wakes up trembling at night. Robbery and out- 
rage, he says in perfect grammar, u one of the 
many things he thas seen at their fell work. Every 
night about twenty armed ruffiang burst into his 
room and carted everything off until only the wall- 
paper was left. 

he daily ration of one pound of bead is 
notoriously insufficient, but that, he says, is the 
inevitable result of the cessation of honest work. 
How, then, the bread comes to be there is a mys- 
tery. We can only presume that Lenin comes by 
it dishonestly. Probably makes a flying visit to 
Paris every now and then and robs the bakers’ 
shops. 

And even then we have to account for the one 
pound of salt, one pound of sugar, and three pounds 
of dried herrings, which, we are assured, is the 
nation’s menu,” As there are several millions in 
the Russian nation, it seems to be a wonderful sort 
of magic. 

This Russtan-born Englishman scems rather rocky 
at ‘finance.. First he assures ug that a labourer 
gets the enormous wage of 5,000 roubles a month, 
and he knows several cases where workmen are mak- 
ing 600,000 roubles monthly out of property stolen 
from the Bolsheviks. Then he proceeds to tell us 
that the 41 is worth 100,000 roubles. 

So that our overpaid labourer only earns about one 
solitary boblet a month, and the enormous 600,000 
roubles monthly made by dishonest workmen from 
equally dishonest Bolsheviks amounts to a mere £6. 
An Aldgate pickpocket could make more in a day 
in beautifully free Coalition England. 

We were not long ago invited to groan with 
horror at the compulsory labour of twelve hours 
a day introduced by Lenin or Trotsky—I forget 
which. The Heening Standard was one of the groan- 
ers. But the Editor has a pretty Sort memory, 
for he lets his truthful reporter—pardon, traveller 
tell us that 10,000 roubles are demanded for any 
we the = hours of 10 to 4. 

| &3 We have seen that 100,000 roubles make 
a quid, the Russian worker is undercharging at 

the rate of a mere two bob. What I like abouts 
lie is that it should at least be a good be. 

And what I should like to know about the pre 
perty stolen from the Bolsheviks by the workmen 
at £6 «a gp is who are the ex y honest people 
who buy the said stolen goods—and anyway how 
do they happen to come by 600,000 roubles ? 

Russia, we are assured, has slip back 1,000 
years. And cos why? Because butter is unobtain- 
able and a box of matches is unheard of. 80 
far as the butter is concerned, I can point out s 
good slice of our working-class districts that ha 
slipped back 1,000 years, but the Huening Standard 
turns @ blind eye and its Advertisement Editor wil- 
lingly prints advertisements of margarine, which, we 
are told, is not only as good as butter, but make 
that fruit of the dairy quite an unnecessary com- 
modity. 

Still, however, there are a few more choice tit- 
bits to come. Polish up your smoked glasses and 
put on your maske—one, two, dee. Here goes 

Debates are held thrice weekly, and if you 
don't vote with the dimirman your body sme 
— gets mysteriously lost in a sewer on the way 
ome. 

Well, well, the article smelis like it, too, fo 
our sewerman concludes: 

“I have witnessed several executions. These 
are more like a human pigeon-ehoot. A ‘deny 
drives up with fifty prisoners. The Chinese guard 
open the doors and shout Run for it. The pri 
soners Tun, and, amidst shrieks of ghoulish laugh 
ter, are gradually shot to bits. 
One would like to know more about that Chines 

rifle which shots one to bits. Our War 
is lboking for such a good weapon for the nent 
Last War. 
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