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SHALL A CABINET MINISTER'S WORD MAINTAIN ? 
PRISON REGULATION NUMBER 248a, 

Merecter is good, 
; dishonesty, 

cd 5 
sys: 

respect of the wearing of prison clothing, bathin g; the or- 

, exercise, beoks, and otherwise. Provided that no such treatment you | 

granted under the rules for offenders of the First Division.” awe vo 

The effect of this was explained by Mr. and the Prison Act, 1877 of this nature 

) Churchill in the House of Commons, on July that a person convicted ¢ or forger.’’ . 

/ 28 20th, 1910. He said: 
Pe 

| ‘‘ That rule enables the Home Secfetary, in in thie connedth 

¥ - virtue of the various Acts which he has to ad- 
Prissn Conferetise 

ei minister, to relieve certain prisoners not guilty Middle Temple, 
s. of any acts involving moral turpitude. I pro- representative 

ss pose to relieve them of the necessity of wearing A. de Foresta, 
» ; 

prison clothing, of being specially searched, political offences 

be and of being compelled to take thie regulation ; should be . 

Ae prison bath. I also propose to enable the of- epert from commen 

a fenders in the Second Division to be permitted, stated that Germany had al- 

: under certain circumstanees, to obtain food this of Custodia 

2 from outside, to exercise freely, both in the eartied unsaim» 

* morning and in the afternoon, to converse with 4 7 

y other prisoners when taking exercise, _ to 
have at their own expense, such books, not 

dealing with current events, and such litera- Speaking in the House of Commons on March 
a ture as are fh accordance with the public in- ist, 1889, Mr. Gladstone said : 

= terests. © * 'T know very well you cannot to 
i In answer to a supplementary question, he frame a_ legislative definition ed political 

am added : offences ; but what you can do and what always 
** By moral tupitude, | mean offences in- 

volving dishonesty, indecency, gross violations 
of morality, or cruelty .”’ 

= Ar The exact limits of the term “ political 

© @ prisoner ** ave hard to define. But it scems 
re 2 

re y* | »~ “ea. we « 

> -_: — 

. 

7 reasonable to claim that it includes any person R. V. HARVEY. vr 
7% who breaks the shy dat oot of a: gubecsl beste Serving four aangthe te vae KA Devieton. 
"4 towards society, but out of some desire to im- = wR: 
4 prove its constitution. libel must not (may not) treated as a mis- 

- And here I cannot.do better than quote a demeanant of the first class;’’ 
statement of Mr. A. P. Stanton. He points out : Unquestionably, then, 

‘* That sedition is a typical political offence, political offences, 
kaw docs recognise 
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EUROPE AND THE POWER OF {THE 
A MILITARY REVIEW by LIEUT 

Into 1921, the Rugsian Socialist Federal Goviet ised by the leader re- Allies 
Republic enters ptra y victorious; im Europe public that the danger Re- ism. “The demeer- 
as well as in Asia. Politically, the Soviet Govern- volution menace Rus- , is the 
ment may be considered ver because ite sia ae long a indérectly, Tebectibts ccnneelins tek 
diplomacy is strongly backed by the formidable forces ~ support the reactionary aré very powers to mobilise 
af the Red Army, which, in spite of the lull in "oe Soviet Re- which, as they 

Sa- at a counter 
holds very favourable strategical positions, and is sonov, Savinkov these Aa Paul 

>» usurpers and they New York 

" sovi-ae sapeett protec: chroxigh 

th te 
a | fants ar. # goes a only in 
order meet the Western invaders, but also to 
put an end to their supporters in the south under P whe an a : | the leadership of reactionary Wrangel. The lack forever German militarism, ims of sufficiently strong reserves, ‘fully equipped and . ™% Pub anen , ar 2 
supplied, caused the suffering which the population "™* miter Grong 2 

- of Southern and Western Russia, as well as Ukraine, 
4 had to endure. Carefully watching events in West- 
» ern Europe, and far from thinking that 
; the present cessation of hostilities is a sign of 

an approaching permanent peace, the Soviet Goy-. itself is busily arming #s 
‘ ernment knows well that the capitalistic coalition army from a military 

of world capitalism is by no means prepared to ternational “ army.”  & establish sincere friendly relations with the vice- are rapidly increasing | . 3 voriona Soviet Government, J} ie «!sq fully pem- aro easily Obtaining, for tha’ 

» a ee, 

> 

aes, . ll Py OO Sg ” . ie a : ™s oe i Sa flo = PLR: AeA : é a “th w “2 FF 4 * eS Aca ~eoe “verge B+ “Fy: 



eae thas only two 

= a 
their hostile The 

=e C 
arated om ty were 1 | 4 | 

‘i i i 

: 3 
ee 

lj if : : : 
it 

: e4 

ipife 
H i : 

538 

‘i aaa ia BE 5 ¢ 3 } £8 : H | 

ee Ee 
the French 
army, of Polish : 
HE 
h ?5 ; i ie : il : 

2h Fabe | : 
ini. dete ttt 

g r 3 
; 7 8636 3 rf if i g 4 z g 

along the principles 
Ruso-Turkish War, in 1877-78, their 

f entry in Plevna was a result of the super- 
human sacrifices of the Russian army. 

“The Rowmanians,” mid the celebrated Turkisd 
General, Osman- “entered Plevna by the open 

gates.” During the Balkan War in 1912, the Rou- 

manians attacked Bulgaria, at the moment when 
Bulgaria was defeated by her allies, and without 

any resistance marched on Sofia. Their invasion of 

Hungary and occupation of Bessarabia were accom- 

= the period when the Hungarians and the 
were etruggling against their own coun- 

ter-revolution. There was no opportunity for the 
Roumanian army to show ite military quality except 
that it put up very feeble resistance to the Austro- 
Germans during the Great War. As an ambitions 
country, entirely under the influence of the imperi- 
alistic coalition of the and very faithful to 
the Roumanian Catholic Church, Roumania may join 
the Poles in their further possible aggression against 
Soviet Russia. 

The Greek army numbers aboat 250,000 
present moment, and can be considered an 
‘se isation, well equipped and perfectly 

; but the interest which Greek policy took 
in Asia Minor enticed Greek strategy into such 
dificult positions that being confronted with its 
old enemies, Bulgaria, on one hand, and the Turks, 
on the other hand, the Greeks have to fight for 
themselves, and-will scarcely be able to sacrifice 
their mili strength for any country whose actual 
interests differ from their. own. The internal re- 
action in Greece, which is far from being in the 
interest. of the Allies, aad will bring serious troubles 

Greece, prevents this country -from joining a 
paign whigh the Allies may organise in Europe 

against Soviet Russia. Greece has lost her game 
in Anatolia, and after her army evacuates Smyrna, 
the Greeks will be entirely preoccupied in organis- 
‘ag their State. 

at the 

able 

The Danger of Jugo- Slavia. 

and most dangerous nation among 
the smaller States of Europe is certainly Jugo-Sla- 
via, under which mame now is known the artificially 

Serbia. . About eight years of continuous 

i and political 
were of very high standing, 

point of view. The quality 
soldier has been well proven. Tbe 
Serbian army presents about 150,000 

highly-disciplimed and fully-equipped, 
led by excellent officers. The 

is that of conscription for two 
years in the cavairy and artillery, and @ year and 
a half in the infantry. 

i Slovenia, Bosnia, Montenegro, 
matia, and the Banat, all men up to 33 years of 

are conscripted for two-month periods 
to the Serbian method. Being dis- 

ciplined on purely imperialistic lines, the Serbian 
farmers, like the German burghers and peasants, 
are extremely conservative and are entirely in the 
hands of their military leaders, who they believe 
have recongquered for them their lost motherland. 
Had J lavia been in a different geographical 
situation instead of being’ surrounded by enemies, 
the Serbian army would have been the first sent to 
Poland in order to fight Soviet Russia. The Serbian 

have shamelessly eupported Russian counter- 
re , and we have heard nothing about Ser- 
bian soldiers having joined the Reds. Barred from 
Poland by Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia, in the 
presence of the neutrality of Roumania, the Serbian 
imperialistic government was absolutely unable to 
support the Polish campaign against the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. All the efforts of the Allies to force 
Roumania to enter the conflict ended in complete 
failure. But had the intrigues of the imperialistic 
coalition succeeded, and had the Serbian army, to- 
gether with the Roumanians, supported the Polish 
advance, the situation of the Red Army would have 
been very critical. Summing up the old situation 
of the smaller States in Europe friendly to the Al- 
lies, I arrive at the conclusion that the Entente 
may try to repeat its attack on Soviet Russia in the 
near future, using for the purpose Poland, Rouma- 
nia, and Jugo-Slavia, a military force representing 
about two and @ half million men. But. for- 
tunately for the Soviets, there exists the second 
group of smaller nations in Europe, namely’ Bul- 
garia, Austria, and Hungary, which are considered 
enemy countries of the Entente. These countries, 
thoagh they became the object of forcible disarma- 
ment and limitation of their military strength nu- 
merically, as well as ‘by the method of 
enlistment, still represent a considerably 
fighting body‘in case of emergency. . 

Bulgarian Forces. 
Bulgaria, which is allowed a maximum of 20.000 

soldiers and 10,000 military police, Hungary with about 35,000 soldiers, and Austria also with 35.000 
are practically in possession of armies of much largep size. Bulgaria, for instance, gradually be- 
coming revolutionised, is putting into effect a 
scheme of universal labour, which is nothing more 
than 9 military organisation,- eronger than it wes 

volunteer 

strong 

weapons throughout their mountainous and 
country. 

In addition, in the new - 

their surp 
The Bulgars and Magyars, faithful i, 

their old traditions, are still hiding arsenals ang 

During my sojourn in Bulgaria, when I fought 
the Turks in Macedonia, being aleader of a Mace 

,donian “‘cheta” of “comitajies” in 1903, then late 
during the Balkan War, [had several opportunities 
to inspect some of these secret arsenals, and | am 
sure that the ablest detectives in the world would 
be unable to find them without the help of one wh» 
knows, and if he succeeded, his discovery would be 
useless—he would never return from the place. 

J lavia and Rouwmania have to keep an ey, 
on neighbours who, though humiliated and 
vanquished, will have strength in case of emer. 
gency. Morethanhalf of their actual forces have 
to watch the frontiers of these neighbours, and, there 
fore, in joining the Poles, in case of a new war 
between Poland and Soviet Russia, both Jugo 
Slavia and Roumania would scarcely be able to put 
in the feldanarmy of one million men, which 
gether with all the Polish military resources would 
present aforce of two millions, a number scarcely” 
to be compared with the five millions in the Red 
Army of the Russo-Ukrainian coalition. 

On the other hand, in case of such a campaigg 
in the west, Russian strategy would again eo eae 
on the defensive, as it was in the past, with tha 
difference that the rear of the Soviet Army is now 
in perfect order because the counter-revolutiq, 
which existed at the time of the Polish war of | 
is now completely beaten in Russia, while the rear 
of our possible enemies cannot be considered iq 

Russian Superiecrity. 

In case of an unsuccessful campaign at the 
ginning, Rawia can suffer only a series of tac 
reverses, and finally would be strategically triumph- 
ant, first because her numerical superiority ove 
the enemy, and, secondly, because she can dispos 
of enormous space im order to accomplish grea 
manceuvres while retreating. 

Quite the reverse can be said in regard to the 
enemies of Soviet Russia. A single tactical defeat 
inflicted upon them by the Reds would have fatal 
consequences for their imperialistic regime, namely, 
a revolutionary uprising in their respective coum 
tries which means a definite victory for the stm 
tegy of the Soviet Government, me 

in repeating their attack on Soviet Russia onc 
when in alliance 

2 ese 
ee 

The Great War was the immediate cause of 
Russian Revolution. The armed intervention of 

& 
7 

» F % 
military force of the Russian proletariat. - | 

Further intervention will leave Soviet Russia u- 
shaken, and can only give impetus to revolu- 
tionary movement throug all Europe. ; 
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2s 6d; collection # Anon.., 
Holloway meeting, 15s; total, £6 6s 6d.. Money ® 
urgently needed for the fund. Donations will be 
gratefully received by Norah Smyth, the Workers’ . 
Dreadnought,” 152, Fleet Street, E.C. 4. .: 
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10s. ; Mr. 

198 9d. Per Mr. 8. Robinson, 7s; total, £55 
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oes ss for mext issue: Articles by P. a 
eacben, F. Tyler, Jimack-Warwick, and a few” others of the best. 7 

ROUBLES of SOVIET RUSSIA 
engraved with the Soviet Arms and the motto: 

“Workers of All Lands Unite.” 
In six languages, in var.ous colours. 

These will be sold to the highest bidders. 
Get one of these beautiful ‘souvenirs of‘ the 

Soviet Republic to frame for your mantelpigce- — 
Bids for the Soviet paper money should be sent - to Norah Smyth, Workers’ Dreadnought Office, 

152, Fleet Street, London, E.C,4, 
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(First appeared in La Societe Nouve tie-Revur INTERNATIONALE, June, 1894. 

Secialist Problem in 1894. 

International Socialism is to-day confronted by 

a problem of gravest importance. Wherever the 

modern spirit prevails, wherever the new con- 

science has come to life, are found the same 
divergence of opinion. the same lamentable 
schism. In the stream of thought that makes for . 
the ocean of two distinct currents 
flow side by side: they might be styled the Par- 
liamentary and the anti-Parliamentary, or the 
Parliamentary and revolutionary, or better still, 
the authoritative and libertarian. 

This remarkable difference of opinion was one 
of the chief topics discussed at the Zurich Con- 
gress, and although a resolution was adopted 
which was virtually a compromise, the question 
remained unsettled. The resolution brought 
forward by the Paris Central Revolutionary Com- 
mittee was drafted as follows :— 

** The Congress decides : 

‘* The continuous struggle for the posses- 
sion of political power by ‘he Soc alist and 
Workers’ Party, is our chief duty, for only 
when the proletariat has won political 
supremacy, will it be able by abolishing 
privileges and‘elasses, and by «xpropriating 
the present ruling and > classes, 
to obtain a complete hold of that power 
and to found the Social Republic, firmly 
based on human equality and solidarity.’’ 

All must admit that the words.run glibly, but 
that the task is by no means easy. Indeed, one 
must be very simple, not to say silly, to believe 
that political power can be used to abolish classes 
and privileges and to expropriate the possessing 
class. First, we must work long and heard till 
we have obtained a Parliamentary majority, and 
then, that difficult business accomplished, we 
must calmly and serenely proceed by legal enact- 
ments to expropriate the possessing class. O 
sancta simplicitas!’ As if the class, 
having at its disposal all the “‘ resources of civili- 
sation ’’ would ever permit you to go eo far. 

A proposition of the same nature, but more 
cunningly formulated, was tabled by the German 
Social Democratic Party, and submitted for dis- 

In brief, it claimed 

must be POLITCAL and have for its end THE 
CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER. 

Conference of the Party held at Erfurt: “‘ We 
have first to win and to use political power, so 
as to arrive simultaneously at economic power by 
the expropriation of the bourgeoisie. Once let 
political power be in our hands, the rest. will 
follow as a matter of course.”’ 

Out Marxing Marx. 
Surely Marx must have turned in his grave 

power that determines political power, and that 
a class in the State is 
its economic resources. 

1s the cause of all manner of 
and social inferiority, and now we hear it 
the little gods of the Social Democratic 

Party that political power must first be achieved, 
that economic good things will follow: 

whereas it is exactly the opposite which is true. 
Yes, they even went so far as to say :— 

“* So only he who will take an active part 
in the struggle, and will make use of all the 
political resources at tne disposal of the pro- 
letariat, will be recognised as an active member 
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of the International. Revolutionary Socialistic 
Party.’’ : 

intolerance. 
We all know the classical phrase of Germany, 

reserved for the expulsion of members of the 
Party: “* Hinausflingen *’ (to put him out). At 
the Congress at Erfurt, Bebel repeated what he 
had previously written (see ** Protocoll,”’ p. 67): 

‘** We must make. an end of this continual 
grumbling and of these firebrands of discord, 
who give the impression outside, that the Party 
is divided. 1 will take action at the next 
meeting of the Party, so that all misunder- 
standing between the Party and the opposition 
shall disappear, and so that if the opposition 
does not rally to the attitude and tactics of the 
Party, it shall have the opportunity to start 
a separate Party.”’ 
Quite in the tone of the Emperor William, is 

it not? Just like his Impressive Majesty, when 
he says of dissatished subjects: ‘‘ If that does 
rot please them, they have only to leave Ger- 

I, William, | do not allow grumbling ; 
thas saith the Emperor.”’ ‘‘ 1, Bebel, do not 
permit grumbling gn the Party: 1, Bebel, have 
spoken.’’ ‘Touching analogy ! 

It is desired to apply internationally this 
peculiarly German drill, Were the proposal 
accepted, and were Marx still alive, he himself 
would have to be expelled from the Party he 
founded ; that is, if the inquisitors dared, in his 
case, to be consistent. Once the heresy hunt 
were commenced, a creed would have to be im- 
posed, and every member of the Party would 
have to declare, with his hand on his heart, that 
he believed implicitly in only one effective way 
of salvation—that through the possession of 
political power. 

Opposed to both the French and the German 
resolutions on this subject at Zurich, was that of 
the Dutch Social Democratic Party, which form- 
ally declaned that ‘‘ the class war cannot be 
ended through Parliamentary action.”’ 

That this contention was not devoid of interest 
to thinkers, and would have had many sup- 
porters among independent men is proved by the 
comments of an influential writer in the English 
Socialist paper Justice, which were to the effect 
that the Dutch had raised a most effective and 
much needed protest, and that they led the way 
in which the Socialists of all countries would 
shortly have to follow. 

We all know the fate of these varied notions. 
That of Holland was defeated, but not inglori- 
ously, for the Germans surrendered the most 
objectionable points in their manifesto, and in a 
manner quite parliamentary, framed a feeble, 
half-and-half declaration in the spirit of com- 
promise, which all nationalities might be ex- 
pected to tolerate for the occasion. We are 
proud that Holland took no part in this travesty 
of union, preferring the honour of isolation and 
the dignity of silence. 

However, it is a most remarkable thing, that 
Germany has been able to swallow a resolution 
of which the introductory words constitute a 
flat contradiction of the proposition brought 
forward in the Congress by her delegates. This 
freak of compromise can be proved by collating 
the two texts:— 

Twe Points of View. 
German Proposition.—The war against class 

rule and exploitation must be POLITICAL 
and have for its end THE CONQUEST 
OF POLITICAL POWER. : 

Resolution Carried.—Considering that political 
action is only a means of achieving the 
economic emancipation of the proletariat : 
(1) That the fational and international ‘or- 

ganisation of the workers of all countries 
in Trade Unions and other associations to 
fight the exploiter is an absolute necessity ; 

(2) That political action is. necessary as 
much for the purpose of agitation and the 
consequent discussion of Socialist prin- 
ciples, as for the purpose of 
urgent reforms; to that end, it recom- 
mends the workers of all countries to 
struggle for the acquisition and exercise 
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the while In the 
following are made 
the other where the acquisi- 
tion and use of political rights are recommended 
to the satisfy both wings 
of each might give | 
its approv of political 
power in- 
strument 
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! The State, complete in all its machinery ; 
Parliament sitting to pass laws and all needful 
regulations; science, all powerful; conqueror of 
the air and of space ; political parties in all their 
equipment of programmes and reforms; Trade 
Unions with a growing membership, a member- 

at peace—officially—everywhere. The war won! 

What is the barrier that stands between useful 
work and production, and the willing hands 
ready to produce? 

The barrier is the individual ownership of the 
means of production, and the consequent pro- 
duction of goods and of wealth for profit—in- 
dividual profit. 

Against this barrier even Trade Unionism is 
powerless. It can assist to alleviate the misery, 
not to solve the problem. 

transport, by which commodities are uced, 
manufactured and distributed. “i 

that one national set of capitalists wages against 

Make the of, commodities, not on 
the basis of individual profit, but for use, for 

problem are passing remedies, palliatives, that 

will leave the cause of the diseage untouched, to 

reappear in a short time once more. 

These are the reasons why certain people call 

themselves Communists; because, against the 
welfare of the individual—for that matter, of 
a few individuals—they set the welfare of the 

community. Communtsm implies besides the 

recognition of these essential truths, the desire 

to bring them about in the realm of reality. 

The recognition that there will be an interested 

opposition to the application of these truths, im- 

parts a revolutionary character to Communism. 

To bring about a new society, organised for 

the welfare of the community, a struggle will 

take place between those so desirous, and those 

who benefit by the present organisation of society. 

Since they who now suffer are those who, 
whilst producing, yet hate not—at present—the 
means of regulating production, it follows that 
they have, by the assertion of their organised 
force, to gain and maintain that power to control 
production, which is now denied to them. This 
is what is meant by the phrase: ‘* Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat.”’ 

Unemployment. will elways be with. us till we 
remove the fundamental causes of it. Com- 
munism alone can do that. 

_ NOT A PERSONAL QUESTION. 
For several months ptevious to her arrest, 

Comrade Pankhurst, finding that her health was 
not equal to the strain of public speaking and 
to the usual routine of propaganda work, had 
decided to devote the greater part of her time 
to the Dreadnought. From its columns, she 
could express her burning faith in a humanity 

She wrote 

to Soviet Russia, she was sent to prison for a 
purely technical offence; since not one of the 
incriminating articles was written by her. 

At the trial she discarded legal assistance, in 
Soe on Ne Spee fe Smee Ror apipetieband deep 

In prison, she now demands treatment as a 
political prisoner, or the application of Regula- 
tion 248, which grants small privileges such as 
reading and writing, to those who are convicted 
of offences not implying moral turpitude. 

In Holloway, Comrade Pankhurst still carries 
on the fight. 

The fight for the recognition of political rights 
must be won. 

Bunyan’s ‘‘Pilgrim’s Progress’”’ was written in 
prison. It was not seized by the gaolers. Even 
in modern times in England, there are precedents 
for this. When W. T. Stead published his 

tions 

A civilised country cannot deny in 1921 what 
was in an age of persecu- 

When women demanded the Vote and equal 
political rights, the rulers of the country, those 
on whose wisdom the welfare of the British 
nation depended, found éndless arguments to 
prove such demands senseless and absurd. 

These men were wrong. These men are still 
alive to see the utter stupidity of their former 

speeches and opinion. } . 

These same men will say now, that to accord 
" political prisoners the right of being treated as 

such is utter nonsense. 

They must be proved wrong once more. 

There are many former friends of Comrade 
Pankhurst who have not accepted Communism, 

but who still believe in political prisoners being 

accorded the treatment to which‘they are en- 
titled, and we ask them to join the fight to secure 
this object. 

It is evident that the more the class-strugzle 
increases in intensity, the more severe will be the 
action of the law against those who advocate an 
economic change of society. 

The ruling class will deny that this is 4 
** political ’’ question; it will assert that it is 

a crime against the institution of property. 

Nevertheless, freedom of thought, even on 
economic questions, must be maintained. For 
this reason, prisoners whose offence is simply the 
expression of an opinion,, however that opinion 
may be at variance with accepted views, must be 
treated as political prisoners. 

There are many ways in which those who be- 
lieve in the elementary question of justice can 
assist. 

The simplest—that which is open to everyoné. 
—is the public expression of such a belief. * 

It is the act of testimony which conquers the 
world. | | 

' Express your-opinion on this question as soon 
as you can, in the best way you can, as often as 
possible, amongst those with whom you work, 

The y person in Holloway is fighting for 
a right is indisputable. It is the fight for 
the dignity of human thought. 

To the righteousness of the fight, bring the 
powerful assistance of your public testimony. 

—_ooC 

TAKING A HAND. | 

What's wrong with the country? Ah, that ie a 
question ; 

Seems everything's wrong before and _ behind. 
To look at the future gives ME indigestion, 

But gy as won't see, that chap is twice 

Now you know, if you ask for a rise of a tanner, 
Then prices go up quite a bob, mebbe more, 

And it’s plam as the nose on your face, in this 
manner 

We-won't never be better off nor before. 
And it’s clear as the hole in your boots, if not 

¢ ’ 

That takin’ less wages won't help pay the rent, 
Cos we ain't got no guarantee grub won't be dearer, 

And we ain't paid for everythink but our wages 
is spent. 

What's a bloke 

e 
Now none of your talk of revolution for me ; 

I'm a peaceable chap, thongh I use to be screwing 
Through a few hundred Huns there over the sea. 

However, it strikes me there’s plenty of clobber, 

And houses and grub in this land of the free ; 
And since each kind boss seems some sort of 4 

Then things must be settled hy workers like me. 

Hey, that’s revolution? Well, the odds they dont 
matter, 

If they won't have it peaceable, they'll have it 
the same ; 

They've run things so flat, they couldn't be flatter, 
And if someone mashed, who's the blighter 

to blame ? vale 
M. 
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SHOULD COMMUNISTS PARTICIPATE IN REACTIONARY 

(Contenued from last week.) 

During a period of 25 years, from 
illegal, underground, smati circles, the Pro- 
letarian State Power grew to its _pre- 
sent proportions. All the talk as to whether 
control should be exercised from above or 
from below, or as’ to whether there should 
be a dictatorship of the leaders or of the 
masses, 6tc., is as ridiculous as to ask whe- 
ther @ man’s left foot is more essential to 
his body than his right arm. 

It seems to us that the German Lefts 
are also involved in ridiculous childish 
ebsurdities in their grave and very learned 
and terrifically revolutionary chatter, as to 
the advisability of Communists carrying on 
their work within thé reactionary trade 
unions, or of their refusal to so participate 
end to withdraw from them entirely and 
form obligatory, brand new, Simon pure 
industrial unions. These workingmen’s un- 
ions are very youthful and are the inven- 
tions of the “ Left ’’ Communists. 
While Capitaliem transmits a heritage to 

Socialism ef century old craft and trade 
distinctions among the workers, it, at ‘the 
same tune, brings out the Trado Unions 

which in time can and wiil develop broader 
industrial forms embraci 
ond which will abolish all trade: and. craft 
distinctions and eventually bridging the gulf 
Letween intellectual and manual! la . The 
workers then become universally educated, 
trained.and equippee to accomplish all their 
necessary tas 
ond must accomplish this, but through a 
long process of development. Toe go into 
raptures over this inevitable and to 
xpect these industrial unions of themselves 

to grow into a full-fi and perfect Com- 
uunist society is as cruminally foolish ‘as to 
expect a four year old girl to become @ mo- 
ther. At the best, this is ridiculous and 
»uerile, and at worst, a nasty crime. 

We should and must begin to construct 
Communist society, not out of fantastic no- 
‘ions nor from artificially and man-created 
materials, but from such materials as are at 
hand and inherited from Capitalist society. 
‘t ie self-evident that this is a difficult task 
{> accomplish, but any other! means to achive 
this end is pure circumvention and unwor- 
thy of serious consideration. | 
The Trade Unions in the early period of 

Capitalism represented a advance. by 
.he working class, during the transition from 
their helpless and unorganised condition to 
the beginning of class unity, When a higher 
form of class unity of the proletariat begins 
to develop the revolutionary . political party 
of tthe proletariat would be unworthy of its 
name if it failed to, understand how to con- 
noct their leaders! with the working class and 
the masses in one integral whole. 

It is inevitable that the Trade Unions 
will show reactionary craft narrowness and 
conservative pure and sim 
But there could be no process of de- 
velopment of the proletariat than through 
the Trade Unions and the reciprocal influ- 
ence of the. working-class party. 
The conquest of political power by the 

proletariat is a tremendous step forward. 
The mission of the Party is to educate the 
Trade. Unions to use new tactits instead of 
old ones to lead them, and at the same time 
to remember that the unions are and will be 
for a long time “schools of Communism ” 
and preparatory schools for the realisation 
of the Proletarian Dictatorship. These 
unions are necessary to achieve the soli- 
darity of the workers in order to take over 
the administration .of all the industries of 

bias, 

whole industries — 

. Communism tends toward — 

characteristics. — 

By N. ‘LENIN. 

the entire country by the working class as 
as a whole and not by the individual trade 
or industrial unions. 

Even under the Proletarian Dictatorship 
some forms of reaction ara unavoidable with-— 
in the Trade Unions. Not to understand 
this means not to have * concep- 
tion of the fundamental obtaining 
in the transition period from Capitalism to 
Communism. To fear this backwardness of 
the Trade Unions, to attempt to or 
it, to try to escape it, is nonsensical, in- 
pat a lack of faith in the role which 
the proletarian vanguard must assume as 
the instructor, the leader, and the beacon 
which attracte to the new life the lowest 
strata and the backward elements of the 
masses; the working class and try 
To post pone, however, the yeahlontion of the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat, until the 
last reactioniary Trade Unions or working- 
man relinguishes his craft or Trade Union 

be a profound mistake. 

The art of politics, the proper understand- 
ing by Communists of their 
sist in correctly and dievanting 

* Furthermore, in countries moré. advanced 
than in 
in the Trade Unions ; 
nounced, more conspicuous in 
country. In Russia, the Mengheviki 
eave aeite extent. still have in a v 

e Unions) thé support of the 
Unione due to trade narrowness and 
tunism and craft exclusiveness. The Men- 
sheviki of the Western countries have a far 

Unions becausé these unions are dominated 
by a more powerful element of labour aris- 
tocracy, who uphold Trade Union narrow- 
ness and the self-interest and sordiness of 
these pett | is inspired imperialistic 
Trade Mintone ahnos leaders are corru 
arid bribed by the ‘capitalist imperialists. 

cannot These stafements 
contradicted. The struggle with men like 
Gompers, Henderson, Jouhaux, Merheim, 
Eegiens, etc., is much severer than is the 
caso with our own Mensheviki, who 

resent a more homogeneuous social and 
political type. | , li 

The struggle must be carried on without 
compromise, and these and in- 

ist lead- 
ited and . ex- 

tp in disgrace from the volition eae 
t is impossible to conquer political power, 

nor should we atte to. take over political 
er until this fight has been waged up 

a certain degree. In different eountrice 

be successfully 

and in different circumstences, the degree to. 
which the fight should be carried is not al- 
ways identical. These conditions can be 
carefully appraised only by trained, 
ful and experienced political leaders of the 
proletariat of each country. 

In Russia, for example, the criterion of 
success in this conflict was determined by 
the elections to the Constituent Assembly 
in November, 1917—a few days after the 

oletarian uprising of October 25th, 1917. 
tn these elections, the Mensheviki were 

reater influence in the ranks of the Trade . 

ht- 

with the “labour ; 
naine 

i 

to 6.5 millions in 1918, a 19 cent. in- 
eed rong a = ak , we had 
jum .5 millions. 9 ppen 
to have at hand corresponding for 
France or Germany, but it is incontestable 
that the membership of the Trade Unions 
in these countries has also increased enor- 
mously. 

(To be continued 
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(Continued from last weck.) 
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remains the centre of the attention and ef- 
forte of the Boviet mre tent The a 
rovement of transport is indispensa 

loos upon which even the most moderate 
success in all other spheres of ction 
and first of all in the food question can! be 
gained. 

improvement of = ea is the fragilit 
of the Trans Workers’ Union, which is 
due in the case to the heterogeneity 
of the nel of the railways, oe 
whom t are still a number of those 

to the period of di isation ; and, 
y, to the fact that most class- 

conscious and best elements of the railway 
workers were at the various fronts of the 
civil war. 

Considering wide Trade Union assistance 
of the eee Bese to be oe. of - 

incipal tas party, which is the 
sale anaes ion under which transport can 
Panes thy due hei as at 

© sane time recognises exible ne- 
ceasity of employing exclusive and extra- 

measures (niartial law and s0 

B 

eat ea is O rail- 
n and together with this the ruin 

Republic. | 
the Chief Section of Politi- 
of Ways and Communica- 

on the exeoution of this work the Chief 
Section for Political P of Ways 
and Communications and its local organs 
should in the time possible be 
ee with the Trade Union organisation 
of railway proletariat on the one hand 
—@ the enh woe with the normal in- 

itutions of the Peoples’ Commissariat for 
Ways and Communications. 
XIIL—Food Problems. 
The following are the 
= —“ oe food icy :— 

- To collect at cost of the greatest 
possible exertion of our forces a food re- 
ura bBo aoe million 

. To di ute this reserve to the food 
bases of the principal districts of industria] 
concentration. 

3. Closely ‘and strictly to subject the Food policy, especially as far as distribu. 
tion is concerned, to the interests of the re- 
vival of industry and transport. (It is no- cessary in the first place to supply the most important industrial enterprises and the 
transport apparatus ; a more flexible man- ®uvring must be employed in connection with the changes arising in industrial un- dertakings, the introduction of a system of premiums in kind and so on). One of the most important problems both as regards 

prominent prob- 

The chief difficulty with to the’ 

- =V.—Labour 

XVI.—Subbotniki. 
More attention should be 

‘IX Congress of the Russian Communist Party 
The Immediate Problems of Economic Construction. 

the re-establishment of industry as well as 
in the interests .of foreign commercial 
exchange is the formation of a reserve of 
raw material. The supply of raw’ materia) 
must be based on the system of government 
levy and the obligatory delivery of raw ma- 
terial in accordance with the government 
ewe At a Aewy time — val raw ma- 
terial is su a system for payment 
of goods thus sipgtial should be intro. 
duced by and semi-manufactures 
to the extent and in a form to be established 
in each individual case, as that is already . 
being practised with regard to hemp, flax | 
and so forth. 
XIV.—The Labour Armies 
The utilisation of military detachments 

for labour is of equal importance from qa 
practical economic and list educational 

. The f ing are the conditions 
for a beneficial and extensivé application of © 
m :_— 4 

(a). imp le character of work, for which © 
all the Army soldiers are equally fit; — 

(b) The ication of a system of al- 
lotted tasks, the non-fulfilment of which 
leads to a decrease of rations ; | 

(c) The introduction of the 
system ; | 

(d) The participation in the work in the” 
same labour district of a number of Com- — 
munists whose example is to influence the 
Red Army detachments. : 
The ing into the labour army of © 

larger military unite will inevitably, result in ~ 
a higher pencentage of Red Army men not” 
being @ in production. Therefore — 
the roe lg of entire labour armies under.” 

ions 

premium 

administrations are to — 
be dismissed and its elements consisting 
of skilled workers to be utilised for the for-— 
mation of small pioneer labour detachments + 
to be sent to the most imporfant industrial — 
enterprises. af 

Desertion. 
Owing to the fact that a considerable 

of the workers either in search of better. “4 
conditions or often for en ar of specula- 

eir tion voluntarily. leave laces of em- 
ployment or e from to place. — 
which inevitably impairs and 
deteriorates the general position of the ~ 
working class—the considers one 
of the most important problems of the So- 
viet Government and of the Trade Union or- 
, magne to be the establishment of. a 

l, systematic and insistent s e 
against labour desertion. The way to 
this is to publish a column of desertion 
fines, the formation of labour detachments. 
of deserters under fine, and finally, intern- 
ment in concentration campe. 

given to the 
free labour (Subbotniki) Saturdays takin 
lace in the provinces. Such work shou 
selected for the Subbotniki ag is of great- 

er interest to the local lation ; this 
work should be hang the Lm sate of a cal- 
lective labour effort for widely understood 
aims, and attempts should be made not only 
to attract non-party men to this work, but 
even the general local population, men and 
women. A carefully elaborated technical 
plan of every Subbotniki is of equal impor- 
tance, as well as a strict and most advan- 
ageous distribution of forces and an essen- 

tially economical utilisation of such forces. 
(To be continued.) 
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for the first time in Russia in 1905, at a moment bourgeois .de tic constitutional system, is 

when the revolutionary movement of Russian treason to the workers’ cause and deceit of the 
workmen was at its height: Already in 1905, workmen. Real Soviets are possible only as a 
the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ Deputies was form of state organisation, relieving bourgeois 
taking the first instinctive steps towards the 
seizure of power. And at that time, the Petro- 

Bolshevik Party warned “ 
the immediate 
pointed out ie baba fo 
well-timed only at the moment when the 

turn would have come for 

of 
for power, 

8. At the beginning 
tion of 1917, when the Soviets of Workers’ De- 

in their hands. But when the liberal bourgeoisie 

cf | PF counter-revolationary Social 
the Soviets began to decline and lose all import- 
ance. During the days of the 
counter-revolutionaty revolt of Kapp Littwits in 
Germany, the Soviets again resumed their activ- 
ity, but when the struggle ended again in the 

the Soviets, which hed just begun to 
once more died away. 

5. The above facts prove that for the forma- 
tion of Soviets, certain definite premises are 
necessary. To organise Soyiets of Workers’ and 
‘ Cldiers’ Deputies, the following »ndit:on< are 
necessary : — 

a dictatorship of t 
8. The propaganda of the right leaders of 

a doctrinary pastimé which draws the workers 
away from their essential tasks of the real 
struggle for power. 

10. The attempts to separate Communist 
groups in France, Italy, America and England 
to form Soviets not embracing the larger working 
masses and unable therefore to enter into a direct 
struggle for the power, are only prejudicial to 
the actual preparation of a Soviet revolution. 
Such artificial, hot-honse ‘* Soviets ’’ soon be- 
come transformed in the best of cases into small 

ing the idea of the power of *‘ Soviets ”’ in the 
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on will. 

ing euch 2 @ thet the wit ronr yal eys of the popular masses. 

slip out of the hands of the government. 11. At the present time, there exists a 
(c) When in the ranks of considerable masses *Pecial condition in Austria, where the working- 

of the workmen, and first of all when in the 188 has succeeded in preserving its Soviets, 
ranks of the Commanist Party a serious de- Which unite a oa ny wot : > wea 
termination to begin a systematic regular situation resem ween 

= and October, 1917, in Russia. The Soviets in 
6. In the absence of these conditions, the Austria represent a considerable political force, 

Communists may and should systematically and and appear to be the embryo of a new power. 
insistently propagate the idea of Soviets, popu- It must be understood that in such a situation, 
larise it among the masses, demonstrate to the the Communists ought to participate in these 
widest circles of the population that the Soviets Soviets, help the Soviets to penetrate into all 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 

— 

“INTERNATIONAL NOTES. - 

THE REVOLUTIONARY > . 
MOVEMENT IN JAPAN. 

their evil namely, making « false use of 

the will of the which was so clearly 

at the Parliamentary elections, and to subjugate the 

land once more. 

Many ballot-papers of soldiers who were Commun- 

ists, w were forced to take part in the plebiscite, 

on whatever front they were serving, contained the 

words: “* Lenin and- Soviets.” 

The Secretaries of the Party in two Greek towns 

were arrested by the authorities because they called 

upon the ets Mo not to take part in the plebiscite. 

COMMUNISTS IN PARLIAMENT. 

Fysty Commpanteie have been closed to eS that 
Parliament. The Bulgarian paper Zorja reports 
the Macedonians have voted for the Communists. 

Uf : “ 
as the 

oe ogg ema THE FATE OF WRANGEL’S ARMY. 

; The situation of the 24,000 men of Wrangel’s army 
When the J 

ge 
who were brought to Gallipoli is daily becoming more 
dificult. As a result of the bad food and sanitary 
conditions, about a hundred soldiers are dying daily. 
a After the defeat of Wrangel, 

supplies at their . 
destined for Asia- or Poland. 

RETURN OF THE ROUMANIAN SOCIALISTS 
FROM RUSSIA. 

FRANCE, BARBUSSE, AND SEVERINE 
FOR COMMUNISM. 

Anatole France, Henry Barbusse, the author of Le 

ou, ond the well-inows eathoross have de- It ean safely be said already that a 
Sr eres Soctien of the Thied Interestional. split in the Party cannot be avoided. 

4 

) PERSECUTION OF SOCIALISTS IN ROUMANIA. 
THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL TO THE 

FRENCH PROLETARIAT. It is reported from Hermannstadt that the followi 
sentences were passed by a court-martial: Rudol 
Mayer Ber geet of the Socialist Party), Wilhelm 
Kot (Editor), and Margeurite Rohr, ten years’ im- 
prisonment: Goldstein, five years, and several others 
to terms varying from one to three years. 

POLAND. 
Warsaw is in an uproar owing to the want of bread. 

The Post Office workers are on strike, and the Postal 
Ministry as well as the Central Post Office have been 
occupied by the military. 

FERMENT IN POLAND. 
In Lemberg, on January 7th, a mass meeting of 

railway workers took place, in which more than 2.000 
took part, She mecting wes & very sinemy one. The 
representative of the Polish Socialist Party tried to 
pacify the meeting. The result was a huge storm of 
resentment. A delegation is going to Varsow, to in- 
_— "4 een esc hae in rn Bh to realise their 

4 - emands, railway ers are prepared to adopt | | France ZINOVIEV. the most extreme measures. 

8 (President of the Executive Committee of the Third 
ce International). 
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REACTION IN JUGO-SLAVIA. 
4 The Radicals of Bosnia and Herzegovina are forming 
‘ ATTITUDE OF THE GREEK COMMUNIST so-called “* Citizen Guards” in all districts, and the 

PARTY TO THE RETURN OF KING State is supplying them with arms and munitions. In 
CONSTANTINE. of the strikers, the State is employing the 

: j ‘ Russien Guests’ of Wrangel’s army. workers 
prevented this, and the Russians were forced to with- 
draw. Many workers’ organisations have been 
searched and closed by the authorities. The leaders 
of the Communist workers have been arrested, The 
dissolution of the railway workers’ organisation, shich 
is based on Communist principles, will shortly take 

DENMARK. 
The number of unemployed in Denmark has risen 
7 ees At the present moment, the total number 

unemployed, according to official figures is 60,000. 

7 
sienilar ‘matte, 

the Unions. Of course acon 
2 of in ‘the lass. 

own trads 
peaking, such journals are 

ure. 

keep the mem. 
with regard i 

Balance-sheets ought 
reports do serve 

f workers iy 
country, and 

concerni * 
its own. But 2 an 

surely exists for something more thas 
ing of dry official facts which cop. 

own members.As it ie, however, mat. 
educational value—from a wor | 

class point of view-;is usually conspicuous by i 

absence in Trade Unico orgacs. 

Some Trade Union organs are, on the other 
very eduational. Of course, there is education 
education.. Some weeks ago I picked up a copy ¢ 
the “ London Typographical Journal.” Now, it hay 

, én 

z F 2 aphical Journal,” advocated more efficienep 
, and expressed the beautiful 

t that “an operator who by persistent only: 
effort overcomes the various physical trouble 

the machine and furnishes an improved prodad 
made a direct acquisition of mental od 

which he dhould value more highly than | 
consideration.” (The italics are mine, the Jou 
nal editor not having had enough sense of hummer 

g 
ffs 
B® 

to wee them.) 

Very few will disagree with such a 

er order than that of the members of a union l@ 
the United Vehicle Workers. A glance at & 

issue of the official organ of that | 

The Record,” clearly indicates that the eainaeil 
staff of that journal, at least, has quite a dit 
ferent standard of intelligence Rather coincide 
I think, the editorial, of that journal lays it : 
nat the need was never greater than to-day 3% 

ers. Good luck to such a journal, and may the 

whose high privilege and responsibility it is to com 
duct Trade Union journals—especially the “lo® 
don Typographical Journal”—go and do likewit® 
It is up to class-conscious Trade Unionists to see @ 
it that the organ of their union does not 
stand for the sectional interests of that union, bat 

regularly contains some features of edu 
value to the working classes as a whole. 

WARD NEWTON. . 
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A MANIFESTO OF THE GERMAN 
ANTI-PARLIAMENTARIANS. 

To the Proletariat of the World. 
Origin of the German Commanist Labour Party 
Comrades! Proletarians ! On December 5th, 1920, 

the Communist Labour Party of Germany was re- 

cognised as a sympathising Party by the Third In- 
ternational. 

The K.A.P.D. (Communist Labour Party) and its 
p is in direct opposition to the V.K.P.D. 
(United Communist Party of Germany), which was 

formed in Noveinber, 1920, from the Left U.8.P.D. 
and the former Spartakusbund (K.P.D.), and which 
belongs to the Third International as a fully re- 
cegnised section. The K.A.P.D. is also in com- 
plete opposition to the tactics of the Third Inter- 
ere as laid down in the Theses of the Second 
Congress. It sees in these tactics the terrible dan- 
ger of opportunism pure and simple; the 
of an opportunism which will lead the Revolu- 
tion into @ morass, and will thus prove disastrous 
to Russia herself. 

The K.A.P.D. has arisen out of the former op- 
position in the 5 usbund. The Executive of 
the K.P.D., with Russia's help, thrives. It is the 
strongest and largest section of the Party, and the 
spirit of I has gained hand in their 
leaders, Levi, Thanheimer, Kickert and others, un- 
der the influence of Radek and Bronski. 

Every means has been used to destroy the 
K.A.P.D. Nevertheless, it has gained in strength 

right of having a permanent advisory representa- 
tive on the Executive. 

The Greatness of the III International. 
The K.A.P.D., which had always the 

fundamental greatness of the idea u ing the 
Third International, and the wmecessity for unity 
with Soviet Russia, is determined to fight opporte- 
tunism by uniting all the forces of the opposition 
for a persistent struggle inside the Third Interna- 
tional, coupled with a thorough revision of the 
Theses in a Marxist revolutionary sense as ite next 
aim 

Its full views are laid down in an “Open Letter 
to Comrade Lenin” (* An Letter to Comrade 
Lenin: An Answer to Lenin’s Pamphlet: ‘ Infan- 
tile Sickness of Leftism in Communism'’,”) published 
by the K.A.P.D., Berlin. 

We must also at this juncture raise the follow- 
ing essential point, which, however, cannot be dis- 
cussed and justified in detail :— 

In Western Europe we have, in contradistinction 
to the overwhelmingly agrarian East, other produc- 

conditions, hence other class conditions, and 

ganisation and by the abolition of parliamentarisem. 

‘The Points of Difference. 
The Third International believes that the revo- 

lution in (Western Europe will follow the lines of 
Russian Revolution. the 

The K.A.P.D.- believes that the 

laws. 

The Third International. believes that the revo- 
ete Berend 

petty- 

lution in Western will 
a policy of compromise and alliance wi 
peasant, petty-bourgeois, and even th bourgeois 
parties. " 

The K.A.P.D. believes this to be impossible. 

The Third International believes 

sensions between the bourgeoisie, the 
geoisie, and the petty-peasantry. 

The K.A.P.D. believes that the bourgeoisie 

up to the end of the revolution. 

The Third International under-estimates the power 
of North American and West European capital. 

The K.A.P.D. formulates its tactics according to 
those of that great power. 

The Third International does 

all the bourgeois classes. 

The K.A.P.D., on the other hand, builds up its 
tactics on this unifying power of capital. 

Not believing in the capacity of the West Euro- 
the Third Inter- 

national neglects the spiritual and intellectual de- 
velopment of this proletariat, which in every sphere 
is, after all, still imbued with bourgeais ideology, 

and 
ideas to be maintained. 

main 
free the spirit of the proletariat. 

Owing to the fact that the Third International 
does not base its tactics on the liberation of the 

pean proletariat to stand alone, 

and chooses tactics which allow the slavery 
subordination to 

The K.A.P.D. chooses its tactics 
object of 

with the 

spirit, nor in the unity of rm r 

independent 
can ouly be achieved by industrial or- 

revolution in 
Western Europe will lay down and follow its own 

in the inevita- 
bility (during. the revolution) of splits and dis- 

i petty-borr- 

and 
the petty-bourgeoisie will form a united front right 

not recognise the 
power of the Banks and of Big Business, which unites 

It pulls the evil up by the root, 
Owing to the fact that the Third International 
does not beliéve that liberation of the spirt is 
the first essential in Western Europe, and docs not 
believe the isie has a united front in th 
revolution, it takes withinwdts fold masses without 
ascertaining whether they are really commanistic, 
without demanding from them tactics which would 
prove that they are Communists, and not only masses. 

The K.A.P.D. wishes to form parties in every 
country which consiste of Communists only, and 
formulates its tactics accordingly. Through the ex- 
ample of these parties, small at the beginning, it 
will turn the majority of the proletariat, viz. the 
masses, into Communists. , 

Thus the masses of Western Europe are to the 
Third International the means; to the K.A.P.D. 
they are the end. ; | 

Through these tactics (which were the right ones 
in Russia), the Third International has adopted a 
leaders’ policy. 

The K.A.P.D., on the other hand, conducts «a 
masses’ policy. 
Comrades ! Proletarians ! The K.A.P.D. holds 

these are vital questions of 

In the middie of February there will take place 
a Party meeting of the K.A.?P.D., at which « at- 
tention will be paid to the tactics of Third 
International. 

‘You are cordially invited to take part in i, 
and we beg of you to communicate this invitation 
to your members. 

With Communist Greetings, 

THE COMMUNIST LABOUR 
PARTY OF GERMANY. 

of the Streets,” by E. 8. Pank- 

“The Coming Revolution in Britain,” by H. M. 
mery. 
“The Revolution To-morrow,” by L. A. Motler. 
“An Appeal to the Young,” by James Stewart. 

The masters have been this country for 
And look what a mess have made of ages 

things. : 
Look at the Unemployment Question, the Hous- 

ng, Ceasiten,: He am Fee, Gy Epeitertng, 
are which have baffled our 

ae our university-educated mas- 

time to learn is now. 
suggestions for helping the 

These suggestions are the most valuable to thea 

of view, THE WO 
CLASS BEING E LARGEST CLASS IN ANY 
COUNTRY. OF THE WORLD. 

THE FIRST CREMATORIUM IN SOVIBT 
RUSSIA | 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. . 
By L. A. MOTLER. 

Having been inspired by one of the Graces, | took 

the Soglashatelist by the hand and together wo 

flew towards that part of London known as the 

Docks. To be exact, Henry, my lad, we went 

there by Underground. If 1 had gone there be- 

times 1 would have found myself packed tightly 

into such lack of room that a sardine would have 

perished of suffocation therein. The average dock- 

er, not being a sardine, survives. 

Therefore I went at about the time when Fido 

accompanies his mistress on the daily labour of 

shopping. And eo I was able to regale the Sog- 

lashateliwt with stories of the railways in Bolshevik 

Russia, which I had picked from “The Monster, 

Lenin.” If I had told these tales to the Dock 

nen crammed iD an early morhing _ Workman's,” 

somebody elec would have had to write this article. 

I had promised the Soggie a pleasant view of 

the Eden which Dockland was now, owing to the 

combined efforts of Bevin and an impartial tribunal. 

So, of course, he was surprised when he found the 

dockers lining up in the old fashion to be called 

in. There was the same old clever, brainy capital- 

ist organisation as of yore. And this organisation 

is eo perfect that if a revolution were t come 

to-morrow, the whole scheme would fall 

I pointed this out to the Sovgie. He said : 

“5 doubt if the Dockers could organise the Docks 

any the better if they got the chance. What we 

want is to get some class-conscious Socialists ito 

Parliament, and then nationalise the docks. After 

that things can casily be set straight.” 

“ But you'll still have to depend on the good- 

will of the dockers,”’ I suggested. 

“ Perhaps,” he replied. “ But we can equily dis- 

cipline them. Just tell them it is for the good 

of the community and they'll obey any decrees of 

the new Socialist Government.” 
“ Wouldn't it be convert 

now to Socialism?” 
“Oh,” he said impatiently, “ that idea tall 

right, but it would take too long. All that is 

needed is to get them to vote the Socialist ticket. 
We do the rest.” 
“Who are ‘we,’ if I may ask?” | enquired. 

“Why, the Soglashatelish Industrial Party, of 
course,” he said, with ai enilff. “Who else?” 

“You don't seem to consider the workers at all,” 

I replied. “Your idea appears to use them for 
your own ends.” 
“Why not?” ho demanded. “Isn't it all for 

their own good? The end justifies the means, you 

know.” 

to pieces. 

better to them right 

I was remiad him that that wag ¢x- 
actly what ora PGcorné, GLads ‘ Napewor: 
Churchill and a few other rogues ai@ tyrants had 
said. But I thought better of it. decided? to 
keep the discussion close down to earth or father 
to the docks ; and remarked : 
“You said that it would be a good idea to 

convert the Dockers to Socialism. It*would emable 
a revolutionary Government or the Soviets or what- 
ever they may be to havo: the active work and help 
of the Dockers to count pon. Otherwise boreau- 
cratic officials and inspectors Would have to be re- 
lied ‘on, and it is notorious that petty of- 
fiejals are worse than big ones. Formen and gaf- 
fers are worse than the actual boss. Now 

“You forget I said it would take too long,” in- 
terrupted the Soglashatelist. ‘‘And time is pre- 
cious, If all the dockers are to know Karl Marx 
before we start the revolution, then we might as 
well be Liberals.” 

“Look on the bright side,” I urged. “It ien't 
necessary for a man to have read Kerl Marx or to 
belong to the Soglashatelish Industrial Party in or- 
der to be a Socialist. What we want is revo/ution- 
aries. Now the business of a revolutionary is firs® 
the revolution, second the revolution, and third the 
revelution. We have missed that, the biggest poin’, 
so far. Let's get on the job.” / 

“ Well, seeing you are so thundering clever and 
seom to know all about it,” said the Soggic, get- 
ting at the edge of his patience, “what do you 
suggest?” 

“In my humble opinion,”’ I said modestly, “ we 
should get down on the job. Now what is tha job?” 
“Go hon!” 

“The job,” I said firmly, “the job before usa is 
the revolution. Why don't we get on to it?” 
“You make me tired.” 
“ We don't cet on with it, I proceeded, “because 

we want to do it ourselves. We want to bring 
in the revolution somehow, and to make the masses 
follow us into the glorious sunrise of revolution. 
We have no time to explain to the masses all about 
it, sO they must take it all for granted. We 
have been educating them for forty vears, but they 
don't understand. Some of us say they won't. But 
that is because we have been thrusting on ‘em huge 
beefy extracts from Marx, Envele. Morris. Bax, and 

Mike knows who. We have been giving ‘em a 
Standard Six book before they have one through 

their grammar. All we have to do is quite simple 

“ Well, what is it?" asked the Sorlashatelist, im- 
patiently. : 

“Tf we begin at the beginning.” | 
“instead of trying to work backwards, it might 
succeed. Jf we start with a grammar, we'll get 
on faster. If we put in their handle a ‘Guide to 

the Soglashatelist Party will more, likely find | 
self baving to run to keop up with the 
ignorant, apathetic masece,'’ ‘ 

sugwested, - 
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Francis Meynell, late of the * Daily Herald,”’ who 

DREADNOUGHT THE WORKERS’ 
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THE PLEBS. 
By the Plebs League, Ila, 

Mouthly. 
Peny- 
JZ pp. 

(January, 1921. 
wern Road, Lomdon, 8.W. 5. 
Sixpence. ) 

This month's issue is well up to the usual etand- 

ard, which is very high. We specialty liked ‘ When 
J. H. Thomas Rules,”” by Harry Martyn. The cir- 
culation of “‘The Plebs"’ is six thousand. It should 
be ten times that figure, if It is a big “if,” for 
in it there is the real reason of all our efforts 
and struggles. 

THE SQCIALIST KEVIEW. 

(A Quarterly Review of Modern Thought. Editor : 
J. Ramsay Macdonald, Independent Labour 
Party. London. 96 pp. Ils. net.) 

The editorial article states, amonyst other things: 
“The 1.L.P. has been built upon principles dia- 
metrically opposed to Communism .. . It has 
assumed that an armed proilctariat which at the 
ballot-box votes for hanging the Kaiser is not likely 
to establish Socialism on the morrow of a revo- 
lution. He that is an ass will be an ass still.” 

“ There must be an International apart from the 
Third, including all tendencies proceeding from cer- 

tain essential conceptions of Socialism. 

“Communism is pre-Marxian, and ean only apply 
to countries in a prewapitalist stage of evolution.” 

“I must believe that the I.L.P. is too wise to 

revert to old weapons, to return to pre-scientitic 
methods guided by a fanciful metaphor and a har- 
ren logic, to proclaim that to be up-to-date is 
to proclaim that Queen Anne is still alive.”’ 

The reader who might expect from a Quarterly 
Review of modern thought something fresh, new 
and illuminating, or at least an indication of what 
is new, of what is growing in the modern thought 
of Europe, would be sadly disappointed. 

RATIONAL LIVING. 

(An Independent Health Magazine. 6), 
Place,,diew Yeorkg. 2. Y. 
M.D.) 

A valiant attempt to stimulate interest on many 
questions of primary jimportance—health, fitness, 
eugenics, procreation, and disease prevention. As 
is the case with many American publications, there 
is in the two first issues of this magaame a strange 
mixture—4o European eyes—of idealism and pacifist 
complacency. The Editor appears to be aware that 
undes Capitalism the high ideals he sets out to 
achieve are unobtainable. The Devil Woking down 
the chimney of a factory and saying in horror: 
“Oh, Hel!" is a cartoon from this paper, which 
we reproduced last week. 

Rational Living "’ peproduces ‘from “ID Lavoro” 

Hamilton 

editor: Beénzion Liber 

the following statistical table, compiled im one of 
the clinics af Turin :— 

Women in Peasant 
Home Jlouse- Women. 

Industries. wives. 
Abortions and stillborns ...... 15.2 11.9 6.6 
Grade of fecundity —......... 2.7 3.4 4.0 
Proportion of abortions 

to pregnancies —............... lin 6.5 lin 8.4 lin 15.1 
Mortality rate of children | 

born alive ...............0 0... 21.2 20.4 15.1 
Children suckled by mother ... 63.0 74.2 89.7 
A good article, “ Fighting Disease in Soviet Rus- 

sia, discloses the fact that in’ some cases bour- 
geois doctors, of the early period of Bolshevik rule 
did use @ weapon “which, in the hands of doctors. 
is as cowardly @3 it is deadly. In many hospitals, 
sabotage against patients that were known to be 
Bolsheviki, or against the institution as a whole 
was the watcliword.”’ 

We are also reminded that whilst a beok by 
Marie C, Stopes, B.Sc., dealing with sexual prob- 
lems, has been thrown out of the U.S. mails an 
official report of “‘ the evidence taken by the National 
Birth Rate Commission of the British Government contains—the Bishop of Birmingham being in the chair—a very outspoken statement by Dr. Stopes on the same subject. It is the opinion of Dr. Stopes 
that “the terrible depravity of so large a pro- portion of our people to-day is to be traced to the fact that they are born, not of the beauty of 
love, to a weleome and _ true home-life, but are 
born as the result’ of accident or of coercipn of 
fettered women.” 

THE COMMUNIST. 
(An organ of the Third Communist Intern 

No. 25. ational. 16,. King Street, London, W.C. 12 

hns succeeded F. Willis to the editorial chadr, is 
ty » res pansible for this issue of " T} » . "h Revolution and How to Do It,” instead of leading a ermanentiy -enlasmed to twelve on ae now 

» sluced a paper which. 
He hae pro- 

phout ‘Bolshevik aa the advertises 
“ Daily i la” ed, , ment in the 

dratay 

if it does not force ane to 

nevertheless, a 

January 29, 1921. 
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praiseworthy attempt to maxe @ Party paper popu- 

lar to the . public. There is a wealuwa of 

cartoons, of @ semi-cubistic style, ina form of a;- 

tistic expression that may at times be elfective vu; 

more uften the refuge of those incapable of diaw- 

ing. ‘Two pages that could have been prolital)iy 

uscd to discuss vital problems have cartoons (|) 

depicting—with middle-class mannvue:stsm—Labour wu)- 

der the guise of a nayvy the like of whom we lavy 

never seen before. 

As. Motler says :— , 
““\My experience af ‘ Satire’ convinced me that 

the English are very poor cartoonists and the Scuis 
are to coarse. There are really ho artists in 
the hovement worth writing about.” 

It will be interesting to ewe how the rank and 
file will like “Jame.” Fanciful, phonetic or Cockney 

spelling may twit “John Bull,” but it is sadly 
out of place in “an organ of the Third Lnter- 

national.”’ The middle-class outlook once more, 

which imagines that “ Jane ” can't spell. Une need 

not be a prophet to anticipate that the 

munists who have the movement at heart will lauvh 
“Jane” and “Madelein” out of the paper. 

Months ago it was said that the Communists 

would win over the “ Daily Herald.” The reverse 

scems the cnse. 

The mmbiguoas policy of the “ Herald " has passed 
over to the “ Communist.” 

The sales may go up, but it will be at the cost 

of a considerable dilution in fighting spirit. 
The fact that Francis Meynell is reported to 

be a professing R.C. is not a bar to his carrying 

out his new present daty, for Communism fully 

respects individual conscience. 

In a town like London, with a population equal 

to that of countries supporting more than one re- 
volutionary daily, there is room for several Com- 
munist weeklies, either local or appealing to the 
different strata of modern society. There is room, 
therefore, in the movement, for a paper appcaling 
to those whp like a light fare, are not extravagant 
in their intellectual diet, and desire to keep 

their Communism respectable and away from mili- 
tancy. ; 

Com- 

For these reasons we heartily wish “The (om- 
munist ’’"—under the present editorship—many ‘‘large- 
ly increased orders to the printers.” 

These larger eales will pave the way for the issue 
of a weekly that could seriously be taken as_ pub- 
lished by the E.C. af the C.P. of Great Britain.” 

“LBYT WING" COMMUNISM: AN INFANTILE 
DISORDER. 

(By Nikolat Lenin. Communist Party, 16, Kang 
Street, London. 95 pp. 2s.) 

The Russian Revolution has caused such rapid 
changes and re-growping in the Socialist Parties 

tof Western Europe that some parts of this book 
of 10 chapters have already lost their immediate 
importance. Others deal with questions that have 
pot yet become “the burning question of the hour.” 
Amongst these is chapter 6, which we reprint serially 
owing to its importance. The chapter on “ Left” 
Communism in Bngland deals largely with an arti- 

ele of Comrade Pankburst, originally published in 
the ‘ Dreadnought.’’ A manifesto by the K.A.P.D. 
in our present issue explains the position of the 
German ‘Left "-wingers, dealt with in chapter 6 
of this book. There is an English edition of “ Left 
Wing Communism,” printed in Petrograd. The 
poblishing department of the Communist Party of 

reat Britain has already done some very useful 
work, both of propaganda and of documentation, and 
this book of Lenin's, in the good type of the 

Pelican Press, will surely have a wide circulation. 

WHO BURNT CORK CITY? 

(An investigation on the spot, with fall proofs. 
Published by the Irish Labour Party and Trade 
Union Congress, Dublin. To be obtained from 
Labour Party, 33, Eccleston Square, London, 
S.W.1. 68 pp. 6d.) ) 

It contains a map of the centre of Cork and of 
the area devastated by fire on the night of December * 
I}th-12th, 1920, and documentary evidence of over 

70 witnesses ; also a photograph of the City Hall, 
Cork, as it was and as it is now, after the fire. 

This booklet is not reviewed, because it should 
be bought and read. 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS—id.a Word. 
RUSSIAN CLASS (im Olive Beamish’s Office), 9 

Bishopagate, on Fridays, 7—8 p.m. For terms 
apply Mrs. BOUVIER, 382, Mount Pleasant Road, 
Lewisham. 

rr 

YOST TYPEWRITER, No. 20, fine con- 
dition, French keyboard, worth £30. Al- 
80 seven vols. “ en al Science,’’ cloth 
bound, clean, cost £8. Send offers 
Satiee, 47, Crowndale, , N.W. 1. 
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Published by E. Sylvia Pankhurst at 152, Flcet 
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