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NOTHING DOING AT THE TRADE UNION CONGRESS. 
Two hours, half-a-dozen speeches, and 

the Trade Union Congress had risen. 
Ostensibly it had decided how the organised 
workers of Britain shall meet the challenge 
thrown down to them by the Government 
in its flat refusal to abolish ogg 
in the mining industry. peng | the 
Con had decided that in this and every 

estion, on every question 
affecting the structure of society and the 
power— and status of the working-class, 

— 

ction of hours, the crease of wages or 
workers are to hold their hands and to 
abide by whatever decision may be arrived 

The or — Boy 
ter’ t 1- 

fogging Sankey Bchente: the conscious 
workers who are gaining the lead over the 
masses in the mining industry, are striving 
for something infinitely larger; their aim 
is nothing short of the socialisation and 
workers’ control of the mining and every 
other industry; it entails the overthrow of 
the Capitalist system itself. The tactical 

at in Parliament. 
Conference was 

* decision before the Congress involved not 
merely the tactics to be pursued on the 
mining question; but the tactics to be pur- 
in all the other great les with Cap 
italism which are before the workers. 

Congress Faces a Straight Issue. 
The Capitalist press was jubilant at the 

result of the Congress: “ irect Action 
Dead”: “ How Direct Action Died,” the 
lacards ran. But Direct Action is not 
ead; it has not even received a check: 
On the con : ' 
into the position of a practical issue, it 
is no longer a mere debat point. 
1,050,000 votes have been cast for it in 
a Congress largely packed with conservative- 
minded officials and executive members. 
8,870,000 votes have been cast against it; 
the old traditions die hard. But the “ do- 
nothing ’ Trade Congress has been forced 
to face a clear issue at last. At last the 

it has bounded forward — 
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Con has broken itself of the long- 
- Asa: and absurd and oe 
0 opting a compromise resolution 
acce by both sides, and in moving 
which the oratorical stars of .both sides 
loudly beat thé big drum of bluff and bom- 
bast, and call for the cheers of the unthink- 
ing mob. ; 

J. H. Thomas: Protecter of Capitalism. 
J. H. Thomas, the chairman of the Con- 
ess, declared himself against the use of 
irect Action because of the early ibil- 

ity of a Labour Govertiment, when the 
Labour Party “would find itself the 
guardian and protector of the whole com- 
munity rather than the trustee of a section | 
of the people.’ , 

In that sentence is concisely stated the 
policy of Thomas and ofthe official Labour 
arty as a whole. jas, who belongs, 

by the way, to the “Moderate Party,” 
considers that it will be the mission of 
the Labour Government; when it comes 
in, to protect the interests of the whole 
community, the Capitalists included; to 
follow the policy which th imag goreenn: 
is BU - to pursue, y; protect 
the-intereste of the. ecabam » having first 
safeguarded the profits of the Capitalists. 
The Communist policy is to starve out the 
Capitalist, to abolish his profit and to 
destroy the Capitalist system. | 

defend Direct Action, did #0 without full 
conviction; he said: “ F@im going to con- 
fess that the argument m on the side of 
political action.”” But. he: urged that. since 
the Government was nof prepared to act 
upon the finding of the Goal Commission, 
the miners, who had beem induced to call 
off their strike by the Government's pledge 
to obey the findings, d beer made 
victims of a gigantic political fraud. 

Their faith in the Pgriigmentary insti- 
tution had therefore beem Shattered. But 
he expressly stated that he 
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needs of the workers, butthat a long time 
may elapse before the tte ant ma- 

of the Government ¢ap be destroyed. 
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action ‘working-class 

sixteen and a half years) to reduce by & 
hundred the Government's five hundred ma- 
jority. He contended ecg that the 
Government might extend its life by means 
of the Parliament Act and refuse to call 
a general election; also, that the Liberals 
and Tories would coalesce against Labour 
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PRICE TWOPENCE. 

Palmer, and De Frece, ee 
Thus, instead of taking his stand. on 

the firm ground of the class struggle and 
the fact that Capitalism cannot be dis! 
without a tug-of-war, in which force will 
be pitted against force and power inst ; “ 
made at certain fire-eating opp 33 — 

L have noticed this quaint tendency amongst .the 
workers and some of our leaders—th 
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Capitalist system. ere does 
Hodges stand in this struggle?'. He should 
meke his position clear. — hee 

Tom Shaw, of the Textile Workers, 

declared Direct Action to be be mmo 
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But his words were drowned in hostile, 
shouts; he chan; 

of reason, not in brute force.” A 
saying indeed, to come from one of 

in the Congress! 
Who that attended Congress in 1914- 
15 and ’16 can fail to remember Tom 
Shaw’s vengeful outcries? 

Robinson, of the Warehouse Workers, 
said that the members of his Union were 
in favour of Direct Action and believed 
that it should be used on the mines ques- 

in their opinion, the Trade Union movement 
has not yet the machinery for a successful 
general strike. ; 

J. R. Clynes then made his ordinary 
speech against the strike proposal: “I 
oppose D Action because it 18. wrong,” 
he said, and asserted that the man wha 
would most welcome the strike is Lloyd 
George. Clynes has a habit of runnin 
down the workers on these occasions, an 
he informed the Congress that many miners 
would travel to London for a cup-tie who 
would not travel to the ballot .box to vote 
for ea Labour candidate. Apparently, it 
does not occur to Clynes that the fault 
may lie with Parliament and the Labour 
Members at Westminster rather than with 
the miner; and that the miner cannot be 
blamed for realising that for his journey 
to London he pine the pleasure of seeing 
the cup-tie, whilst for his journey to the 
ballot he gains nothing. 

The Troubles of a Labour Government. 
“Within the lifetime of most of the men 

and jwomen present, a Labour Government 
will be in power; I hope not returned only 
Manga votes,” Clynes went on. 
Evi dently he does not e the early 

that some of his Labour colleagues 
edict. “A Labour Government would 

faced,”? he said, “with all sorts of 
claims.’”’ It might be unable to fulfil some 
of its promises, “would you then coun- 
tenance a strike of some large section of 
the working-class against a Labour Govern- 
ment?” There were shouts of “ Yes! ”’ from 
from the. gallery. Clynes answered:— 

That kind of proceeding would lead not to law, 
but to lawlessness. If ever I entertained any feeling 
of revenge against some of my friends in the Labour 

it movement, has gone no farther than a desire 
to see them in positions of responsibility and power 
in. a @abour iment. Then I think they would 
see that their real troubles had begun, for a Labour 
Government, in the first few years at least, would 
find iteelf beset with all manner of demands it 
would be impossible to meet. 

Precisely; a Labour Government will find 
faced with all manner of demands 

uite impossible to meet within the Cap- 
alist system. Only a government prepared 
for a life and death struggle with Cap- 
italism can meet those demands. T 
Russian Soviet Government has been 
willing to, e in that s le; Clynes, 
Henderson, Snowden, MacDonald, and their 

by ‘the Communist. 
to lead the attack on 

OOWe are told that CI as. congrat f@ are to ynes was. congrat- 
ulated by Lady Astor ‘on his effort in 
support of bourgeois democracy. | Lioyd 
George was, no doubt, equally pleased with 
it. itil 

Tom Mann’s Vivid Sarcasm. 
Tom Mann followed with a racy speech. 

In its own way it was amazingly perfect 
98 8 piece of dramatic art, and it brought 
a vivid warmth and colour into the dull 
Conference. oh do not patie Hh cos, on 
an in this country anything one 
half vag ok can be heard. Even “fore 
staid and sanctimonious of his opponents, 
rocked with laughter and beamed with 
leasure at his sallies. 
. BR. Clynes and a group of other timid 
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He told us of 
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gas-workers, who had tried deputations art . to the last po 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 
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resolutions to Parliament without avail, 
coming to him 
advised to use “Trade Union methods;” 
following the advice, getting his assistance 
as ‘works-gate meetings, and succeeding im 
their efforts. Then Clynes, the timid gas- 
worker, becoming the president of the 
National Union of General Workers ; 
Clynes, with his Biblical knowledge, telling, 
in order to encourage the gas-workers, of 
David dancing before the ark, and how 
the Children of Israel used direct action. . 
Mann contrasted the Clynes of those days 
with the Clynes of to-day, who wails over 
the pre of a general strike, declaring 
that it will be a case of “Oh! Woe is 
me, and every man coming to his grave” 
if Direct Action comes to pass. 
Mann pictured the great general strike; 

Labour marshalling its forces, all sections 
of workers, clamouring to “come  out,’’ 
some sections being told .“* No; don’t come 
out.’’ No one will say “ Down tools ’”’ toa 
Brother Clynes; “ We'll say to him: ‘Go 
on in that Institution over the way; show 
that you can do something over theré, whiclr 
some people are beginning to doubt.’ ” 
Mann declared that it was ridiculous for 

Trade Unionists to come to the Congress 
saying, “Don’t resort to Trade Union 
action. ”’ 

He asked: ‘“ What are you a Trade 
Unionist for?’’ 

“ ‘Such risks!’ ”’ 
“Of course there are risks: didn’t we 

know it?’’ | 
He poured contempt on those who would 

reject Direct Action and choose indirect 
action, saying: “‘Get on the roundabouts 
then!’’ And then, somehow, we were on 
a fair-ground, and there was Tom Mann 
whirling around, all. jovial, waving his 
hand and erying: “ We’re still here! @, 
bonny Black Bess !’’ 

That picture came and went in a flash; 
then he was coldly telling the delegates: 
‘“You’re on the dobby horses!”’’ 

It was the finest piece of acting we ever 
saw; the funniest speech we ever heard; 
but yet, in our opinion, the occasion was 
too serious for it and it left the issue of 
the day untouched. 

E- Mills for a Ballot Vote. 
Jack Mills, A.S.E., of Woolwich, who 

generally seems to be anxious to tpone 
important action, urged that a ballot vote 
of the members of all the organisations 
affiliated to the Trade Union Congress 
should be taken on the issue. Now that 
the Congress has voted against the strike, 
will he proceed to move for that through 
the A.§.E. Executive, since, as he rightly 
observed, a large proportion of the delegates 
had come to the*-€ongress without 
instructions? 

The Voting. 
The chairman then called for a vote on 

the action to ba taken to compel the 
Government to nationalise the mines. The 
result was:— 

Political action, in the form of intensive political 
eee in preparation for a general election, 
ioe, votes for, and 1,015,000 against. 
Trade Union action in the form of a general strike, 

1,050,000 votes for, and 3,870,000 against. 
Then the chairman declared the Confer- 

ence ended, and the delegates rose to go. 
Direct Action was defeated at that Con- 

ference, but amongst the rank and file 
workers it is steadily gaining ground. The 
decision of the Conference will be reversed 
before very long. 

Russia Forgotten. 
The Russian question had found no place 

on the agenda,. and no delegate openly 
attempted to raise it: we learn that some 
rank and file delegates asked the Stand- 
ing Orders Committee’s permission and 
were refused. A refusal by the Standing 
Orders Committee to. allow discussion on 
such a vital issue ought not to have been 
accepted as final. The matter should have 

long ago for help, -being 

been raised in Open Congress and 
iat. The Parliamenta 

mittee was instructed by the December Con- 
gress to demand the conclusion of Peace 
with Soviet Russia, and its report should 
have been made to this Congress. 

But we are aware of the difficulties 
thrown in the way of rank and file dele- 
gates at those most undemocratically- 
managed institutions—the great Official La- 
bour Congresses. Those who are most 

for. the -omission _ to. bring: the 
ussian question before the Congress are 

firstly, the Parliamentary Committee itself, 
ee » the people in promis 
official pos eae in ebour world who 
have accepted office on the “Hands Off 
nen an “g A paor nog and, rag have 
p . themselves to sup struggle 

ainst the intervention. These men in- 
clude A. A. Purcell, a member of the Par- 
liamentary Committee of the Trade Union 
Congress, and therefore one who shares 
direct responsibility for the omission from 
the agenda; C. T. Cramp, president of the 
N.U.R.; John Hill, general secretary of 
the Boilermakers’; Alexander Gossip, gen- 
eral secretary of the Furnishing 's 
Association; Tom Mann, poss: secretary 
of the A.8.E., and John Bromley, general 
sécrétary of the Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen. If any one of these officials had 
mhade a serious attempt to bring the qués- 
tion of peace with Soviet Russia before 
the Congress, they .would certainly have 
succeeded. We know the excuse; war 
ori Russia appears to have halted. That 
is true, but we have no assurance that a 
new offensive will not be made when the 
warm weather comes, and the aggressions 
of the Poles, which undoubtedly meet with 
Allied support, continue, and are, appar- 
ently, to be increased. : 

Trade Union branches should pass votes 
of censure on the Parliamentary Sommitien 
for its omission to place the Russian ques- 
tion “on the Conference . ‘They 
should endeavour to see to it that, for 
this and other reasons, the present members 
of the Parliamentary Committee are re- 
placed by others. 

COMMUNISM AND THE FAMILY. 
. We. hear much of the Proletarian 

Dictatorship of the Soviet system, the 
successes Of the Red Army, and the fight 
to exterminate capitalism in Russia, but 
a e ms, home life in at ssa 0 

epublic. Women, especially, are eager 
know how Communism affects the home and 
the family. | Therefore, the admirable 
pampnies by Alexandra Kolontay, Russian 

viet Commissary for Soeial Welfare, 
entitled Communism and the Family, which 
is just published by the Workers’ Socialist 
Federation, will be read with special 
interest. Kolontay shows. how the family, 
from the early genetic period, and on 
through capitalism has been steadily evolv- 
ing towards Communism. At. one time the 
housewife and the family produced, within 
the home, all that the family required. Then 
the factory came to su 2 the household 
roduction, and gradually the housewife was 
rself driven by economic pressure to leave 

the home and :work in the factory, till the 
family more and ‘more -accustomed itself to 
doing without home life, home work, and 
home comfort, and the mother and house- 
wife struggled on under an unbearable load, 
and the children were brought up by the 
street, From the chaotic misery Hh dis- 
comfort wrought by capitalism, the human 
race is developing collective housekeeping 
and community responsibility for the edu- 
cation and upbringing of the children. In 
Communist Russia the Communist tendency 
has received tremendous impetus. 

Comrades willing to act as agents, and to sell 
the Dreadnought, to display posters and to help 
t© increase the circulation campaign, should write 

to the Manager, 152, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
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For the first time in the history of the Labour 
movement a rank and file Conference met 
simulta y with the official Trade Union 
Congress, in order to focus in the eyes of the 
great masses the opposing policy of the revolu- 

; Communists, side by side with that of 

the oa fashioned trade uniohists, whose vision 
does not extend beyond some more or less timid 
attempt to palliate and patch up the capitalist 
system in which the worker will ever be the 
exploited wage slave. 

Arthur Mc’Manus, the chairman of ‘the 

N.A.C. of the Shop Stewards’ and Workers’ 
Committee movement was the first chairman of 
the Convention, which met in the Central Hall, 

Westminster, on the morning of March 10th, 
the day before the Trade Union Congress. He 
drew peggy oo of the mar sans the 
singular and important nature e Conven- 

tion and predicted that it would be the begin- 
ning of a new movement of the rank and file 

hout the country. There was a ten- 
dency in the official Trade Union movement to 
use the unrest amongst the rank and file 
workers and to go making fiery speeches 
stirring up enthusiasm, but when the moment 
for action came, to call a halt.and to say: let us 
ask ed — Commission of Inquiry. But after 
the ission had sat and reported,we always 
found that if anything Were to be accomplished 
one had got to take the same drastic action that 
had been necessary before. 

‘On the motion of McCracken, of the York- 
shire miners, and Thomas, of the South Wales 
miners, the following resolution was adopted :— 

This Cor ion ; ‘no whale ie of 
. 

N a 

move the capitalist 
the workers to 

ction should be u pel 
to ancoms to the mine workers’ : 

is Convention, therefore, calls aoe the Trades’ 
Union Cong to take steps to bring about a 
general 6 to wrest 

is Convention decides to elect a special Mines’ 
Committee— : 

(1) To press forward the strike ee a 
(2) To consult with ‘the unofficial Reform Com- 

mittee of the miners, with a view to formulating 
and urging upor the workers a scheme for the 
sovietisation, or in other fords, the workers’ con- 

demands of the strike in the 
general sovietisation of the land 

and all ind ‘ 
Thomas said that though the keynote of the 

speeches of the officials was that they desired 
no revolution in the mining industry, the rank 
end file in South Wales were out for nothing 
short of Sovietisation. . Hughes, of the South 
Wales miners, said, ‘‘We did not want Sankey 
or his Commission; we want control from the 
bottom up. We are determined to make coal 
absolutely priceless, because we believe that we 
can attack the capitalist system in that way. 
We mean to make it impossible for the mines to 
go on till the capitalists hand them over. It 
is estimated that the profit made on coal would 
allow of the employers paying us 8/- a week 
more. We are out for an immediate increase 
of £2 a week.’’ jae. 

Russia. 
A resolution was adopted demanding peace 

with Soviet Russia and calling for a ‘‘down 
tools’’ policy to enforce this, also demanding 
an explanation by the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee as to why the question of the Interven- 
tion in Russi@ found ‘no place on the agenda of 
the Special Congress, also demanding a full ac- 
count of the conversations which have taken 
place between the Parliamentary Committee 
and the Government on this question, and ask- 
ing whether a pledge has been obtained to con- 
clude an immediate peace with Soviet Russia. 

The resolution was sup by a repre- 
sentative of the National Union of Ex-Service 
Men. A delegate from the iron moulders said 
that his union had officially declared for the 
down tools policy and promised to endeavour 
to get an explanation from the Parliamentary 
Committee. Cook, of the South Wales miners, 
promised to make the same attempt. 

mines from the 

The Soviets. 
The following resolution was then adopted :— 
This Convention, recognising that Social and In- 

dustrial Service will be the basis of future society, 
calls u the workers to prepare for the creation 
of Soviets, consisting of— 

1.—Delegates from all kinds of industrial workers, 
elected on the workshop basis. 
. from the land workers. 
— from villages and hamlets in areas 

where the population, for technical reasons, cannot 
be oneen for purposes of representation on indus- 
trial lines. 

represen, and subject to recall at any time. 
io tion to be given to those who live 

by Others for private gain or on 

Economic Soviets to consist of representatives of 
groups, with the addition of advisory 

Co-opera Trade Unions, tive 
the above 
representatives of 
Societies and Technical Staffs. 

Willie Gallacher, of the Scottish Workers’ 
Committee, speaking in support of it, said that 
the strikes on the Clyde had been mostly un- 
official and therefore without strike pay.. When 
the people were without food they were starved 
into submission, Therefore whilst they were 
building up Workshop Committees they were 
also finding it necessary to build up committees 
outside which could ensure. the food supplies of 
the workers. It was the business of these 
Social Committees to find out where the food 
was and how to get it. 5 

Action to Build Up the Soviets. 
On the motion of the Central London Com- 

mittee of Shop Stewards it was decided that 
the delegates should meet on the following Fri- 
day and form themselves into groups represent- 
Fa nm ne a A NNT TOT ee ON 

This week's instaiment of our series of articles 
on Trade | nions, their Rules, structure and part 
in the Revolutionary struggle, is held over until 
next week, owing to pressure of space. — : 

ing their .yarious localities in order to discuss 
how best to set about the formation of Soviets in 
all parts of the country. 

The committee called for by the mines reso- 
lution to organise support for the miners in 
other districts was then elected ; it included the 
following rsons: Tom Dingley, Willie 
Gallacher, Hughes, McCraken, Arthur McManus, 
J. Muir, Sylvia Pankhurst, Harry Pollit, 
Pendry, David Ramsey, Watkins. 

The Convention then adjourned till the fol- 
lowing evening, when it would have an oppor- 
tunity to consider the findings of the Trade 
Union Congress and to proceed with its own 
agenda. 

McManus having had to leave early, Comrade 
Keeley had taken the chair during the greater 
part of Wednesday's Session. When the Con- 
vention met again on Thursday evening, Willie 
Gallacher undertook this duty. He said that 
no one would be surprised at the action of the 
Trade Union Congress that day. 

The Irish situation was then discussed and 
a resolution affirming Ireland’s right to inde- 
pendence and calling for a joint conference of 
the Irish and British rank and file to consider 
what. , British workers. can do, to help Irish 
workers in their struggle was adopted unani- 
mously. Similar resolutions on India and 
Egypt were also carried and resolutions declar- 
ing that Parliament must be replaced by the 
Soviets and that the hardships arising from the 
high cost of living, unemployment and other 
evils can only be ended by the abolition of 
capitalism. 

The Third International and the Labour 

The following resolution on the Two Inter- 
nationals and the Labour Party was carried, 
with one dissentient :— ‘ 

Resolution XIIT.—This Convention greets 
Third (Communist) International inaugurated in 
nea and mma ge upon all workers’ ge ne 
re represen adopt mmunis ; 

and to] link up with the Thied International, It 
urges the representative delegates here possen® to 
secure the withdrawal of their organisations from 

| ey. pen their 
natio 

- he was employ 

the Second International 

resolved to elect a coramittee te arrange to ob- — 
tain the necessary facilities for workers who 
desire to go to Soviet Russia to help with the 
wotk of recumsteudiiat, Ghase--andi maui Ginn 
may be needed in Russia, and also to- 
for a rank and file deputation to visit Soviet 
Russia in order to make a report to the workers 
of this country. : os 

Franklin, toolmakers, T. Kime, Workers’ 
Committee, Harry Pallitt, boilermakers, Norah 
Smyth, W.8.F., Jack Tanner, Workers’ Com- 

is, B.S.P., were elect for G) 

of the B Jack Wills, ilding Workers’ In- 
dustrial Union, soe out that e me 
of the official 

practice of the American authorities, and many 
comrades had been lynched, A resolution con- 
veying fraternal greetings to the American 
comrades was adopted. 

- Third Session. 
The Conference met be at Friday, March 

12th, to consider the situation. 
Thomas, of the South Wales Miners, then 

explained that the official delegate conference 
of the miners had recommended that the 
miners demand an increased wage of 8/- a shift 
and 1/6 a shift for boys under 16 years; also 
that it recommended the of a ballot vote 
on the question of a strike for nationalisation. 
Whatever wage demand were put forward b 
the miners at this juncture, Thomas said, pot 
only be obtained by a strike. The members of 
the South Wales Miners’ Federation had been 
consulted, and they had demanded an increase 
of £2 a week. e membership of the other 
sections of the M.F.G.B. ‘had not been con- 
sulted, and a protest ought to be made 
the decision of the official conference being 
arrived at without consulting the members. 

South Wales Rail 
their support for the 

strike, and he reaifeed that he end his % 
rades were potential 

o i be ee: ‘ “ 
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It is © mistake to generalise too far, yet the 
sudden collapse of the Ebert-Scheidemann- 
Noske Government and ite flight and abandon- 
ment of power, recalls the fact. that Kerensky, 
before his overthrow by the Bolsheviki, was in- 
volved in Korniloft’s attempt to bring about u 
counter-revolution. Kerensky was plotting 
with Korniloff because Russia's desperate - 
‘economic position, and, Re from § it, 
the state of Russian | 
that Kerensky saw hin 
choice, either of casei all the Bolshevik de- 
mands, and inaugurating a of Com- 
munism, or, on the other hand, of throwing in 
his lot with the Czarist reaction. As the situa- 
tion shifted, the masses of workers and soldiers 
were ceasing to give their support to Kerensky ; 
he had either to act so as to re-capture their 
favour, or to find other supporters. He en- 
deavoured to succeed in the latter course by 
plotting with Korniloff, but the Korniloff plot 
was exposed to the Petrograd workers, Keren- 
sky was forced to repudiate Korniloff, ‘and the 
workers rose and seized the power. 

Noske-Scheidemann Cabinet 
has, or hes not been implicated in the counter- 
revolution that has apparently swept them 
from power, undoubtedly the same forces have 
been opera in Germany as were at work in 
Russia during the a period. The mild 
Labour reformism compromises have 
proved quite ineffectual, and the working 
masses, at last realising the need for funda- 
mental measures of Communism, have with- 
drawn their support. Deserted by the main 
force which sustained it formerly, the Social 
Democratic Government has grown, therefore, 
too weak to maintain iteelf. 

At the time of writing there is not enough 
evidence to show how far the Social Demo- 
cratic Government connived at the counter-re- 
volution. 

It is significant that although the Govern- 
ment was fore-warned, it offered no resistance 
to the mutineers. On the evening of Friday, 
March 12th, the counter-revolutionary troops 
were opening iv towards Berlin, Noske called out 

ly to defend the city. Barbed 
wire hare Ween machine guns, and other imple- 
ments of war were prepared. But the Govern- 
ment troops were “‘finally withdrawn, and dis- 
banded at 4 a.m. to avert bloodshed. "Before 
the geen hor ceed had arrived 
Noske’s own occupied the troops had 

Empire 
the last twelve inp Nowe’ . right-hand man 
in suppressing the working class. Captain 
Pabst, who is prominent among the mutineers, 
took a leading part in suppressing the Spar- 
tacist movement last year, and was concerned 
in the murder of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa 
Luxemburg. 

m states that Herr Schiffer, A Reuter tel 
Minister of Justice in the late Government, and 
Herr Albert, Under-Secretary, received the new 
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Goverment wh rho cane ee ra 5 mes e 

dent under the late Government, Hest as 
he would remain at his post to preserve order. 

All this seems consistent with the theory 
either that the Ebert Government is working 
hand-in-hand with the mutineers, or that it 
plotted with them up to a certain point, and 
was betrayed by its confederates at the last mo- 
ment. 

It is difficult to believe that the Ebert-Noske- 
Scheidemann Government, which took such 
viglent and foul measures against the Com- 
wunists, whom it feared would wrest the power 
from it, would have submitted to so ignomin- 
ious a dismissal by the militariste without even 
a shot being fired. 

Are the Allies in the Plot? 
How far the Allied Governments and Allied 

Military Commanders are implicated in the 
counter-revolution is yet Faas but they 
have received it most "complecently, and show 
signs that they will not intervene against the 
reactionary government, which has been es- 
tablished by force, provided it agrees to carry 
out the Versailles Treaty, as it has already pro- 
mised. Wes t that the Allies will even go 
80 far as to modify the Treaty in order to bolster 
“up the counter-revolution. 

But now comes news that the Ebert Govern- 
rrient has formed a Coalition with the counter- 
revolutionaries. 

Frangois Crucy, in L’Humanité; moreover, 
confirms our view that Noske at any rate in the 
Ebert Government was an accomplice in the 
plot. He says on the authority of a Berlin com- 
rade that during the last few months Noske had 
been favourable to its preparation. He gave 
the conspirators permission to organise them- 
selves as the ‘“‘Party of Order’’ with special 
= to carry arms. He adds that Berlin 
as known for some time that Marshal] von 

Hindenburg had gone to the ex-Kaiser to ob- 
tain hig permission to become a candidate for 
the Presidenc ey of the German Republic and 
that Noske had assented to the step. 

Counter-Revolutionaries Recognised 
by the Allies. 

A Reuter message of March 14th states that 
the Entente Commission in Berlin has decided 
to recognise the Government of the mutineers ; 
not the Coalition that has since been formed. 
This Government will be still more counter- 
Revolutionary than that of Noske and Scheide- 
mann. Unless the workers’ Revolution 
comes very soon the old regime will shortly be 
be back again in ite old place. There was 
no question on this occasion of waiting to 
see whether the Government had the majority 
of the nation behind it! 

The British Capitalist Press widely reported 
that Lord Kilmarnock, the British Govern- 
ment’s representative in Berlin, had received 
assurances that the Versailles Treaty would be 
carried out. * Millerand, the French Premier, 
drew up a note to the Italian and British 
Governments, expressing the view that the 
change of Government in Germany did not 
concern the Allies. The French militarists are 
said to agree that ‘‘Germany has the right to 
choose the Government she wishes.’’ It was 
not so with Soviet Russia! 

Bete 2 Ba gerths io ombngngm 
pathies of Allied Capitalism, as was 

Biied and has been clearly proved, = 
with counter-revolution in every country. 
counter-revolution has doubtless secured - 
added cordiality by meansof apledge of — 
towards Soviet Russia. Indeed, it is only too 
probable that a military offensive has been rO- 
mised. On March 13th, on the eve of g 
the power, Dr. Kapp, the head of the counter- 
revoluti government, issued a proclama- 
tion containing these passages : — 

“Away with the Government of which Ebert is 
the . a spirit. . The Government is not 
capable warding off Bolshevism, which is 
threatening from the East.’’ 

Von Luettwitz, in a newspaper .interview, 
said :— 

“‘We consider it an urgent necessity to take action 
to protect Europe against the from the East. 

‘England is Solas nothi "and can do nothing, 
to stop the advance of Bolshevi must 

"s en intel mee he Sige ae ohn gb oer eRe oe 

combat 
It is certain that the Versailles demand for 

aes wom of the German Army to 100,000 
os eee by the Allied Governments 

wah the deliberate purpose of. aiding the Ger- 
man reaction to | the workers of 

to an Ex- 
change telegram General Von Luettwitz has 
stated that he regards an offensive against 
Russia as ‘‘within the possibilities of the 
situation.’’ | 

After the fall of Vladivostok to the Revolu- 
tion documents were found p that an 
Alliance had been made bakaes tehak and 
the German militarists through the agency of 
General Mannerheim. 

Omens of White Terror. 
The counter: counter-revolutionaries soar yf that 
their t is not reactionary 
mise freedom, but these passages from fea thake 
proclamations. show that the revolts into which 
spread of want is driving the workers will be 
met by White Terror :— 
fecnieas can only escape external and internal 

collapse by a strong State power being established. 

2 oT ik sabotage will a 

pressed, “To strike is treason oe alae the Wathee ior 

“Attempts to separate from the Em ire will be 
dealt with by courte martial as treason . 
any opposition to the new order will be unsparingly 

the new Commander-in- 
Chief, has told a Press representative : — 

“If the workers do not come to their senses, we 
must intervene with crocodile tears and pop-guns..’ 

The General Strike Proclamation. 
Members of the old Government, Ebert, 

Nogke, Schlicke, Schmidt, David Muller, and 
Otto Wels, who was Police President of 

‘Berlin when the ap pry were murdered, 
have issued on of the old Social. Demo- 
cratic Party, an appeal to the workers to strike 
against the military counter-revolution. The 

_ workers are urged :— 
“Use means to destroy this return of bloody 

' reaction. Strike, cease to work, tle this mili- 
tary dictatorship | Fight with all means for the 
preservation of the Republic. Paralyse all 
economic life. Not a hand must be moved. 

. A general strike along the entire lines. Pro- 
letarians, unite !’’ 

The members of the late Government, who 
issued this proclamation, had been occupied 
ever since they came into power, in suppressing 
all strikes and in shooting loon own any proletarians 
who showed signs of uniting against capi- 
talism which the Social Democratic Govern- 
ment absolutely failed to suppress or limit. 
Now that another set of capitalist henchmen 

has displaced Ebert’s Government. the mem- 
bers that Government call on the prole- 
tarians they have spurned to fight in "their 
defence. 

The Ebert Government has throughout re- 
sorted to such b y tactics that we do 
not know whether roclamation may not 
prea eye ya Sosa ag ae eg 
premature rising against the militarist revolu- 
tion in order to provide an excuse for inaugu- 
rating the White Terror. In Munich <r 
— of the Ebert "ith thi ject. Then 
u 

Social Democrats and er. 
mained behind. 

Slavery or the Soviets? 
When the German masses rise again, as they 

rose in 1918 in overwh numbers, when 
they again re-take the Power of Government 
they will not again hand it over to the Reform- 
ists buh oll: debein it and administer it . 
their own Soviets. It is probable that 
counter-revolution, with its menace of coatiaed 
White Terror, its second revelation of the fact 
that constituted authority can be swiftly over- 
turned, will precipitate another proletarian 
revolution in Germany. If not, a very dismal 
period of reaction is before the German workers ; 
but we believe that the revolutionary move- 
ment will now gain a new impetus. 
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THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL AT AMSTERDAM. 
FOREWORD 

By the Executive Committee of the Amsterdam 

Sub-Bureau of the Third International. 
In the month of November, 1919, Comrade Ru‘vers 

eame from Russia with a mandate from the Exec- 

utive of the Third International to establish a sub- 

bureau at Amsterdam, the members of which were 

designated by the Executive. The principal duties 

of the bureau were to be as follows:— 

1. To establish a centre for Communist propa- 

vanda and to publish a journal and literature in 

three languages. 

» To enter into relationship with the various 

Communist groups and parties of Western Europe 

and of America. 

3. To organise an International Communist Con- 

ference with the shortest possible delay. : 

The German Communist Party, having also an- 

nounced the proposal for arranging an International 

Communist Conference, organised the West European 

Secretariat, and invited the Communist pétties to 

assemble in Germany during the latter half of 

January. The provisional Bureau at Amsterdam 
decided to take part in the conference, and prepared 
resolutions, etec., which were sent to Berlin. 

From the middle of January, delegates from 
America and England began to arrive in Holland, 
and since no communication was received from Ger- 
many, where a state of siege had been declared, 
the provisional Bureau in Amsterdam decided ta 
take advantage of the presence of the English and 
American comrades to precipitate a conference at 
Amsterdam, for which preparations had already been 
made by visits of Dutch comrades to England, 
Switzerland, Belgium and France. 
A courier was sent to the comrades in Germany, 

begging them to. come as soon as possible. Only 
one delegate of the opposition in the German Com- 
munist Party arrived towards the bhgginning of the 
Conference, which opened on the 3rd of February. 
The other German delegates arrived eight days late. 
The Conference was opened by the delezaie; from 
the various Euglish Communist groups, by the Amer- 
ican delezates and the Dutch delegates; but was 
also attended by two delerates from, a Belgian Cym- 
munist group, by a comrade who had taken part 
in the Huncarian Revolution, by a representative 
of the revolutionary movement in the Dutch Indies, 
and by a Chinese comrade; the three last, however, 
had no mandates. 
Towards the ead of the Conference, delegates arrive! 
from Switzerland, but too late to take part in 
the rerular discussions. 

The first sitting was held on February 3rd. After 
an inaugural address by Comrade Rutgers, a standing 
committee was nominated, and an agenda drawn up. 
On the morning of the 4th the work of the Con- 
ference recommenced. The first subject of discussion 
wan an appeal to the workers to support Soviet 
Russia. The discussion was animated and lasted 
the whole of that day and the next. Two main 
tendencies manifested themselves: the one strove to 
demonstrate that a true mass movement in favour 
of Russia could not be obtained, except by intro- 
ducing the revolutionary leaven into every larga 
cconomic strike, and by convincing the masses in 
every country that its fate was indissolubly bound 
up with that of the Russian Republic; and the 
other demanded that the Conference should give 
the word for an international strike on behalf of 
Russia without delay. Those who expressed this 
opinion had no illusions as to the probable success 
of such an appeal, but they considered it the first 
duty of Communist groups to educate the working- 
Classes in the direction of international united action. 
After an exhaustive discussion—which dealt, among 
other things, with the dangers which would result 
to the Russian Republic if the blockade were raised 
not as the result of pressure of the masses, but 
by the action of capitalist governments—a commission 
Was nominated to draw up a resolution embodying 
the various tendencies of the discussion, which resolu- 
tion was accepted unanimously. 

Meanwhile, the Conference proceeded to discuss 
two other points on the agenda: the creation of 
& Communist Bureau for Western Europe, America, 
etc., and the unification of the various Communist 
groups existing in the several countries. As to the 
first of .these points, the situation was rendered 
rather delicate by the absence of the comrades 
representing the West European Secretariat estab- 
lished in Germany. It was, however, finally decided 
to create a Bureau at Amsterdam for propaganda 
purposes, and for drawing together the Communist 
groups in Western Europe and America; agreement 
Was reached as to the organisation and functions 
of this Bureau. By reserving to the Secretariat 
Cstablished in Germany relations with the various 
countries in Central and South-East Europe, it was 
hoped to avoid all conflict between the two organs 
of the Third International. The motion for the 
Creation of the Bureau at Amsterdam was also 
unanimously accepted. 

Not so, however, when it came to the resolution 
concerning the basis for the unification of the various 
Communist groups in each country. The obligation 
formerly inscribed in the resolution to cease all 
relationship with parties affiliated directly, or in- 
directly, with the Social-Patriotic International, raised 
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expressed their apprehension that such a measure, 
by making it impossible for the English Communist 
Party now being formed, to affiliate.with the Labour 
Party, would isolate it completely, and would pre- 
vent it becoming a living force in the _ political 
struggles of the country. The delegates of the other 
English organisations by no means shared these fears; 

and try, meanwhile, to avoid mutual conflict. 
2. At the end of three months a new Inter- 

national Communist Conference shall take place, 
which, it is hoped, will possess the necessary 
authority for a more definite International Bureau. 

In view of the limited composition of the Amster- 
dam Conference, and of its premature conclusion 

“ 

they declared, on the contrary, that Communist unity 
could not be obtained in their country, except by 4 
complete rupture with the Labour Party. 

After the vote on unification, the Conference passed 
to the discussions of resolutions on Trade Unionism, 
brought forward and brilliantly defended by the 
American comrade, L. Fraina. Comrade Bouman, 
one of the principal leaders of the Dutch Indepen- 
dent unions was present at this sitting and took 
part in the discussion. The big capitalist daily of 
Amsterdam, the Handelsblad, later made use of this 
incident in its “revelations of the secret Com- 
munist Conference,”’ and pretended that tie general 
transport strike in the ports of Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam was instigated, and the strikers suap- 
ported by, “ Russian gold.” These stupid accus- 
ations were unfortunately taken up by Het Volk, 
the organ of the Sé@cial-Democrats, in order to 
isolate the independent unions participating in the 
strike. 

After four days of quiet work the Conference was 
obliged to quit the place where the sittings had 
been held and take refuge with a comrade. Several 
delezates had observied that thev were being 1ez- 
ularly followed by detectives, and it was decided 
that the position of ther delegates who were not 
in possession of rerular passports, made a change 
of venue necessary in order to throw the _ police 
off the track. On Sunday, February Sth, a Swiss 
comrade arrived with the news that several delegates 
from Germany were expecting to cross the Dutch 
frontier in two or three days. It was decided 
to adjourn the sittings unt!] the llth. Unfortunately, 
the change did not succeed in throwing the police 
off the track; several comrades were arrested, taken 
to the police-station and searched; others only 
escaped a more serious fate by leaving the country; 
a Belgian delegate was detained for twenty hours 
and then expelled. The Party’s lack of exferience 
concerning illegal action as well as other circum- 
stances, was responsible for the failure to take certain 
necessary precautions, which might have made it 
possible to bring the Conference to a_ successful 
conclusion. 

Under the circumstances, it was thought impossible 
to recommence the sittings. Several of the German 
delegates were pursued by the Noske regime; 
delezates from North America and Switzerland were 
followed up by their “democratic governments.” 
To be handed over to the latter by the Dutch 
Government might have earned them long years 
of imprisonment. One dared not expose them to 
such a danger by bringing them to Amsterdam. 
The members of the Executive of the Bureau, 
together with an English delegate and the American 
delezate, succeeded in holding several conversations 
with the comrades from Germany, among whom 
were two delegates from the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party, a delegate from tie West 
European Secretariat and from the Russian Com- 
munist Party, and one from the Young Socialists’ 
International. The discussion was limited to the 
nomination of the Amsterdam Bureau, which the 
comrades in question could not accept in its present 
form. The discussion was carried on for hours 
without reaching agreement. Finally, the following 
decisions : beast were arrived at:— 

serious objections on the part of the delegates from 1. The Secretariat and the Bureau would con- 
one of the English parties (the B.S.P.). They tinue their respective propaganda for three months, 
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owing to the activities of the police, which pre- 
vented the participation of comrades from Germany, 
the subjects and resolutions adopted can only be 
of provisional interest for the Communist Intor- 
national. They, however, have a_ relative § value, 
as indicative of the tendency o! the evolut.on cf 
Communist thought, particularly in the Anglo-Saxon 
countries; further, they may,.and should, serve as 
material for the next International Conference. 

These reservations made, we cannot believe that 
the work of the Conference was in vain: on the 
contrary, we are convinced that it will be cf 
value in estimating the international mass move- 
ment in favour of Soviet Russia; it will draw to- 
gether the advanced groups in the various countries. 
and help towards their unification into Communist 
parties basel on the general principles and tactics 
suggested by the Conference. These results we 
consider to be precious, 

Resolution on the Setting Up of the Amsterdam 
Sub-Bureau. 

An International Bureau has been established in 
Amsterdam as a sub-bureau of the Executive Com- 
mittee, Moscow. 

The Bureau consists of delegates of the countries 
affiliated to Moscow, each country sending one dele- 
gate, designated by the Commanist Party affiliated 
to Moscow existing in that country. If the several 
parties and groups of a country cannot agree as 
to the choice of a delegate, each party will have, 
the right to designate a delegat:, and the vote 
of the country will be divided amongst its de‘c- 
gates. | 

The Bureau will meet, if possible, every three 
months. A quorum will be considered to be present 
if out of the four countries, England, Germany, 
France and Italy, three are represented; it being 
allowed, however, that in lieu of any one of 
these three, two of the other countries will suffice: 
countries represented by members of the Executive 
Committee to be exeluded. The Executive Com- 
mittee shall consist of three metwnbers, who must reside 

permanently in Holland. One of these three shall be 
representative of the Dutch Communist Party in the 
Bureau. Comrade 8. J. Rutgers and Comrade H. 
Roland Holst are appointed as the two otier members 
of the Executive. 

The Executive Committee exceutes the resolutions 
voted by the Bureau in its sessions, and the com- 
missions it receives from Moscow, with which, if 
possible, it maintains a direct communication. Com- 
munication with the* members of the Bureau by 
means of letters or couriers will be maintained 
as far as possible. In case of necessity, resolutions 
may be voted in this same way. So long as France 
and Germany are not yet affiliated, two of t'e 
four countries meationed above will be sufficient 
for a quorum. ‘When circumstances render it imper- 
ative, or when a meeting proves impossible, the 
Executive Committee may take independent action: 
as many delezates as possible havinz beon prev- 
iously consulted. 

An American Sub-Bureau. 
The Communist Party of America is commission .d 

to take measures for the formation of a sub-burean 
for Northern and Southern America, and for the 
organisation of a jpan-American Conference, for which 
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the preparations made hitherto in Mexico are to 
be utilised. This Bureau will probably elect Mexico 
for its residence. 

West European Secretariat. 

The West European Secretariat in Berlin will 
be requested to constitute itself as a Secretariat 
for Central Europe, consisting of delegates of Ger- 
many, the countries formerly constituting the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy, the Balkan States, and Poland. 
The Central European Secretariat will maintain com- 

(President of the Moscow Soviet.) 

munications with these countries as well as with 
Moscow and with Amsterdam, and form a_ sub- 
division of the Amsterdam Bureau. On its own 
account it will cnlv issue such manifestoes and appeals 
as concern Central Europe, For the publication 
of general manifestoes it will act in concert with 
Amsterdam. The arranzements for International Con- 
ferences it will likewise require to be made in 
concert with Amsterdam. 

The publishing of the Russian correspondence, of 
books and pamphlets translated from the Russian, 
and of the new edition of the Communist Inter- 
national, in three languages will take place, as 
far as possible, in. Berlin, under the responsibility 
of the representatives of the Third International 
for Germany, and with the co-operation of the 
Central European Secretariat and of the Amstoer- 
dam Bureau. 

The Amsterdam Bureau jssnes a bulletin in three 
languages, organises a Press Bureau with an inform- 
ation service and = archives, arranges international 

conferences and congresses, and executes the re- 
solutions voted. 2 

[International appeals, proclamations and actions 
proceed from the Amsterdam Bureau solely. This 
entire resolution bears a provis'onal character, until 
an International Congress decide upon it, or until 
circumstances change by the establishment of free 

communication with Moscow. 

[t is resolved that the various countries shal! 
contribute towards. the support of the Bureau. 

[If necessary, a charge will be made for the 
service, archives, ete.. a decision about such matters 
will have to be taken within the next few months. 

Co-operation is requested in building up the 
archives. = 

Resolution on Soviet Russia. 
A revolutionary action of the workers to force 

International capital to make peace with Russia 
is a necessary condition to save Soviet-Bussia and 
to hasten the world revolution. | 

To further this action, the Communists of all 
lands must utilise every strike movement, every mass 
demonstration: - 

Firstly, to place this aspect of their responsi- 
bilities to the Russian Revolution before the workers. 
workers. 

Secondly, to convince them that their interests 
are identical -with those of Soviet Russia. 

Thirdly, to develop a 
revolutionary solidarity and 
the world over. 
As the pressure of the workers upon the Govern- 

ments increases, the tendency is for the capitalist 
rovernments to propose a compromise peace, with 

the object of disintegrating Soviet Russia from 
within. The latest proposal to take up commercial 
relations through reactionary representatives of pre- 

revolutionary eo-operative societies that have since 
been merged into the Soviet organisations, aims 
at separating the peasants from the workers, and 
destroying the Soviet monopoly of foreign trade. 

strong feeling of 
revolutionary action 
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Under the cloak of such manoeuyres a great mil- 

itary offensive is being prepired, which must be 
prevented at all costs. ' : 

It is therefore ntial that this International 
Bureau take immediate ste;< to prepare an inter- 
national demonstration-strike ® ainst intervention in 

Soviet Russia. Such a strike not alone to demand 

the ending of the blockade and intervention in Soviet 

Russia, but to include political and economic demands 

adapted to the revolutionary requirements of the 

conditions prevailing in each nation. This dem- 

onstrafion to be supplemented b, coercive strikes 

as the workers gain strength for such further action, 

Special attention must be paid to the expedition 

and transport of war materials and equipment, pro- 

paganda being carried on, to withhold labour in such 

services. 
The appeal to the workers for international strike 

action must not be made exclusively through the 

bureaucracy of the trade unions, but emphasis must 

be placed upon the masses in the unions, upon 
extra union mass organs, and the creation of such 

organs if necessary. 
When the revolution again arises in Germs 

or in any other country, the forces of the iff—™r- 
national proletariat (especially the transport workers 
in Britain, America, France, Italy, Scandinavia, Hol- 
land, Belgium and Switzerland) must be prepared 
for a general strike the moment the capitalist powers 
attempt intervention. The Bureau is to take im- 
mediate steps for organising this action in time to 
prevent the workers being again forstalled by the 
governments. 

1. Unions are necessary organisations in the 
economic struggle of the workers against their em- 
ployers, since, in spite of their limitations, the 
Unions are meant for resisting, and often improving, 
the most inhuman conditions of labour. Nor are 
the Unions transitory in character, since they can, 
particularly as Industrial Unions, become active means 
of revolutionary struggle, and’ a factor in the Com- 
munist reconstruction of society. 

2. The Trade Unions, persisting in the defensive 
struggle against Capitalism, do not materially improve 
labour conditions; the rise of wages is, in general, 
exceeded by the rise of prices; while the policy 
of compromise, wage agreements and industrial peace 
weakens the fighting spirit of the workers. 

3. The Trade Unions arose during the epoch of 
small industry, and with its consequent division 
of the workers into crafts or trades. The artisan 
conception prevailed that a worker's craft or skill 
was a form of property, developing a property and 
bourgeois ideology; and this, together with the cir- 
cumstance that Trade Unionism acquired, power during 
a period of intense national economic development 
(1870-1900), produced the concept cl limiting the 
proletarian struggle within the limits of capitalism 
and the nation, 2 

t+. Trade Unionism represented (and still largely 
represents) the upper layers of the working-class, 
excluding the bulk of the unskilled workers; and 

where these workers are organised in Trade Unions, 
they are dominated by the concepts and _ practice 
of the upper layers—-the “aristocracy of labour.” 

5. The development of Imperialism merges _ the 
Trade Unions delinitely in g¢apitalism, the upper 
lavers of the working-class being bribed with a 
“share” in the profits of Imperialism by means 
of slightly higher wages, steady employment and 
labour legislation. 

The “aristocracy of Labour,” dominant in Trade 
Unionism accepts Imperialism, uses the Unions te 

Capitalism in “stabilising ” Labour in in- 
dustry, and becomes the source of the corrupt ideology 
of Social-Imperialism. The decisive factor in the 
collapse of the old International was the immersion 
of Socialism in Trade Unionism, with its practite 

of Social-Imperialism, petty bourgeois democracy, and 
its fundamental counter-revolutionary tendency. 

6. Trade Unionism (as typically expressed in the 
American Federation of Labour) is impotent to 
improve materially conditions of Labour, or to con- 

quer power, since the division of the workers into 
craft or trade organisations splits them into innum- 
erable unions, each antagonistic to the other, making 
hopeless the struggle against concentrated Capitalism, 
which hrgely expropriates the worker of his skill, 
climinates the craft divisions of small industry, and 
brings masses of the proletariat together regardless 
of particular oceupational functions. The ygeneral 
mass strike alone is Capable of decisive action against 
concentrated Capitalism; bat Trade Unionism, in 
form and spirit, is antagonistic to the mass strike. 

‘+. Trade Unionism comes to realise its economic 
impotence, and proceeds to Parliamentary action, 
which, represented by Labourism (as typically ex- 
pressed in the British Labour Party), is as impotent 
as Trade Unionism to accomplish fundamental con- 
quests, since Labourism necessarily accepts the dom- 

inant Union concepts and practice. Labourism unites 
with petty bourgeois democracy against the pro- 

letarian revolution—that petty bourgeois democracy 
which is seduced by Imperialism. 

8. The governmental form of expression’ of 
Labourism is State Capitalism, the merger in the 
State of the Capitalists, the small bourgeoise, and 
the upper layers of the working-class dominant 
in the Trade Unions; the State is used to regulate 
equally industry and labour, for purposes of Imper- 
ialism, the proletarian Imasses being compelled to 

accept this arrangement by means of deception ‘and 
force. 

9. The tendency is for Labourism and Socialism 
to unite (either formally or by means of Trade 
Union domination of the Socialist Party) eath 
necessarily accepting Social-lmperialism, since their 

“ASS1Sf 
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activity is limited within the limits of Capitalisgn 
and the nation; and, under the ascendency of 
monopoly and finance, Capital, the “ prosperity " 
of a nation depends on Imperialism. 

10. Labourism becomes the final bulwark of 
defence of Capitalism against the on-coming pro- 
letarian revolution; accordingly, a merciless struggle 
against Labourism is imperative. But while, politic- 
ally, Labourism expresses itself as State Capitalism 
and petty bourgeois democracy, its animating im- 
pulse and force is in Trade Unionism. The struggle 
against this form of Unionism, accordingly, is an 
inseparable phase of the struggle against Labourism, 
proceeding: — 

(a) In general by means of agitation by the 
Communist Party to drive the Unions to 
more revolutionary action; 

(5) By encouraging every movement in the 
Unions that tends to break the permanency 
of the bureaucracy, and placing control in 
the nm™sses by means of delegates being sub- 
ject directly to instructions and recall. 

(c) By the formation of organisations such as 
the Shop Stewards, Workers’ Commitees, 
economic Workers’ Councils and_ direct 
branches of the Communist Party in the 
shops, mills and mines, which are not alone 
gneans for moving the masses and the Unions 
to more revolutionary action, but which at 
the moment of crisis may develop. the 
Soviets. 

(7) By endeavouring to transform the Trade 
Unions into Industrial Unions, that is, a- 

unionism in form paralleling the economic 
integration of modern capitalism, and in 
spirit, animated by the struggle for polit- 
ical power and economic mastery. 

ll. The agitation for, and construction of, Indus- 
trial Unions provides, in an immediate and practical 
way, the opportunity to articulate and mobilise 

N. BUKHARIN 
(Editor Of the Moscow “ Pravda."’) 

the militant spirit of discontent developing in the 
old unions, to carry on the struggle against the 
corrupt bureaucracy and the “ aristocracy of Labour.” 

[Industrial Unionism, moreover, provides the oppor- 
tunity of calling to action the unorganised unskilled 
workers, and to release the unskilled organised in 

the Trade Unions from their bondage to the re- 
actionary upper lavers of the working-class. 

The struggle for the revolutionary Industrial 
Unionism is a factor in the development of Com- 
munist theory, and for the grasping of the power. 

12. Unionism trades and industrial must not limit 
(:elf to economic sirikes but must acquire the con- 

cept and practice of the general political strike— 
co-operate with the Communist Party to develop 
the general mass struggle of the proletariat against 
the bourgeois State. The concept that Industrial 
Unionism alone is necessary for the conquest of 
Capitalism must be decisively rejected. It is sheer 
Utopia to imagine that all the workers, or an 
overwhelming majority, can be organised in Indus- 
trial Umions under Capitalism: economic conditions 
interfere; the upper layers of the working-class, 

being the impulse of Labourism, will necessarily 

reject revolutionary Industrial Unionism; while the 
lower lavers will not move very rapidly until thrown 
into action by the impact of revolution itself. More- 
over, the concept that the workers under Capitalism 
must in their Industrial Unions acquire the exper- 
lence and technic of management of industry, “grow- 
ing into” the new society by the Industrial Unions’ 
gradual acquisition of industrial control, is identical 
although inverted in form) with the proposals of 
Parliamentary Socialism—that the working-class must 
gradually “grow into” Socialism by acquiring ex- 
perience of State affairs and “absorbing " control 

of the bourgeois State. Each concept, in its own 

Sesh, 
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way, rejects the fundamental problem of the revolu- 

tionary conquest of State power. : 

14. The conquest of the power of the State is 

the objective of the revolutionary proletariat. 

Neither the Parliaments nor the Industrial Unions 
are the means for this conquest of power, but mass 

action and the Soviets; mass action to rally the 

workers, organised and unorganised, in the open 
revolutionary struggle for power; the Soviets to 

constitute the mechanism of the ,revolutionary pro- 
jetarian State, the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

At the moment of active revolution the struggle 

becomes, not a struggle for Industrial Unions, but 

for the construction of Soviets. 
15. After the conquest of political power and 

under the. protection of the Soviet Dictatorship, 
Industrial Unionism comes actually to function in 

the economic reconstruction of society on a Com- 

munist basis; and the stronger the Industrial Unions, 

the easier the process of reconstruction. The 

government of Soviets, of proletarian dictatorship; 
is political and transitory in character, the necessary 
agency of repression to expropriate and crush Cap- 
italism. While industrial in its constituents and 
representation, the government of Soviets functions 
geographically and politically; but alongside of 
itself it constructs a central administration of indus- 
try—wholly economic in character, equally in repre- 
sentation and functions, perfecting the organism of 
proletarian control and management of industry on 
the basis of the industrially organised producers. 

Communist Unity and Separation of Communists 
from the Social Patriotic Parties, 

1. The Social-Patriots and Opportunists, partic- 
ularly when catering to the “Left” tendency, con- 
stitute a most dangerous enemy of the proletarian 
revolution. 

2. To associate or co-operate with these corrupt 
and counter-revolutionary elements means seriously 
hampering the development of the conscious Com- 
munist movement. Rigorous separation of the Com- 
munists from the Social-Patriots is absolutely neces- 
sary. : 

3. The toleration of opportunist or social-partriotic 
elements in a Communist Party on the plea of unity, 
means violation of the only unity promoting the 
revolution-unity, consisting, not merely in formal 
acceptance of general principles, but agreement on 
fundamental action. 

4. It is necessary that Communist groups still 
in the old reformist and opportunist parties (even 
if these repudiate the Second International) should 
sever their compromising relations and unite in the 
Communist Party (or form a Communist Party if 
necessary). 

5. Unity depends upon local conditions; but must 
be animated not alone by formal acceptance of 
Communist theory, but uncompromising emphasis on 
the revolutionary eo developing out of that 

In general, the fundamental considerations 
in establishing unity are:— 

(a) The uncompromising class struggle of the 
proletariat—no compromise with the bour- 
geois or social-patriotic parties, with parties 
affiliated with the Second International, or 
with the agents of capitalism in the Labour 
movement. 
Mass action of the proletariat as the means 
for the conquest of power, the Communist 
Party as the conscious and directive force 
in the. development of this mass action. 

(c) Dictatorship of the proletariat (and con- 
sequent repudiation of bourgeois democracy). 

(qd) The Soviet system as the necessary form 
of the proletarian democracy. ) 

Section (a) was added to clause 5 upon the motion 
of Anton Pannekoek, and accepted by the proposer 
of the resolution. : 

(0) 

AN EXPLANATORY NOTE. | 
The Bureau in Holland will shortly issue 

& condensed report of the discussion which 
took place on these resolutions. As this is 
not yet to hand, we add the following brief 
notes as a guide to those who are studying 
the resolutions. The report of the Dutch 
ureau we shall publish when it is received. 

Representation of Parties and Countries. 
It was decided that only parties which 

have affiliated to the Third International 
might be represented and vote in the Con- 
ference and be represénted on the Bureau 
of the Third International which it was 
proposed to form in Holland. For the 
purposes of that particular Conference it 
was decided to give three votes to each 
country to be equally divided amongst the 
parties affiliated to the Third International 
in that country. 

Soviet Russia. 

Sylvia Pankhurst (W.S.F. Britain) moved 
that preparations be made for an_inter- 
national eneral strike in defence of Soviet 
Russia. Herman Gorter (Communist Party) 
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seconded the proposition, adding with the 
consent of the mover, that.such a strike 
should also be prepared in defence of the 
German Revolution when it rises again. 
After a long discussion the motion was 
referred to a committee, which was in- 
structed to draft a strike manifesto, and 
consisted of Louis Fraina (American Com- 
munist Party) Herman Gorter (Dutch Com- 
munist Party), Hodgson (British Socialist 
Party), Roland Holst (Dutch Communist 
Party), J. TT. Murphy (British Shop 
Stewards’ and Workers’ Committee Move- 
ment) and Sylvia Pankhurst (British 
Workers Socialist Fedration). This man- 
ifesto appears herewith, and the Committee 
of the Amsterdam Bureau was instructed to 
get to work on the matter without delay. 

Workers’ Committees and Other 
Industrial Bodies. 

There ‘was a long debate on the question 
of the admission of Workshop Committees 
and other industrial bodies in Germany, 
Britain and other countries to the Bureau. 
It ‘was pointed out that such bodies had 
been invited to the First Congress of the 
Third International in Moscow, but it had 
been decided that representation on the 
Executive must be confined to bodies whose 
members were definitely pledged to the 
principles of the Third International as a 
condition of membership, and whose only 
object was the attainment of those prin- 
ciples. It was pointed out that the All- 
Rusgjan Central Council of Industrial 
Unions invites all the economic organisa- 
tions’ of the workers to an International 
Conference to form a new Industrial Inter- 
national. 

It was further urged that the Workers’ 
Committees are the Soviets in embryo; and 
that the Soviets could not be affiliated to the 
Third International, since they are open 
to all workers, whilst. the Third Interna- 
tional is a distinctly Communist organ- 
isation, and is restricted to those holding 
Communist views, its mission being to con- 
vert the Soviets to Communism. Just in 
the same way, the Workshop Committees 
seek to organise every worker in the shop 
and do not exclude those who are not yet 
Communists. As the situation becomes 
revolutionary, the mass of the workers will 
flock into the Workers’ Committees or 
Soviets, a large proportion of them not 
being fully Communist. In this way Ker- 
ensky became the spokesman of the Russian 
Soviets, but the development of the 
economic situation and the Bolshevik pro- 
paganda brought the majority of opinion 
round to support the Bolshevik Party. 

On the question of whether the Workers’ 
Committees should form part of the political 
Communist organisation called the Third 
International, or should belong to the In- 
dustrial International, the voting was as 
follows :— | 
Workers’ Committees to be 
admitted to Political Third 

International. 

Britain— 
Murphy, 

Workers’ Committees to be 
in Industrial International. 

Workers’ 
Committee aed 

Willis, B.S.P. es 
America— 

Pankhurst, W.S.F. ... 1 
Willis, B.S.P. ... ae 

Fraina (Communist 
: Party 

Germany— 
—— Seranaens : — 

arty Opposition) 
Holland a oe 
Belgium— 
Communist Party ... 3 

Shop Stewards in Poli- 
tical Third Interna- 
tional ies aa 

This decision being at variance with that 
taken at Moscow, and as so few countries 
were represented it was decided. to circu- 
larise all the organisations affiliated to the 
Third International, and also the Moscow 
Executive, in order that the views of the 
Third International as a whole might be 
ascertained on this question before any 
permanent arrangement should be made. 

Shop Stewards in In- 
dustrial International 4) 

PR APNE oe Rare TREN AIAN far ip PY oe 
: pene 
eet 

s ses hear tleiadiinties a basal 
an we Pe Cee. 

Rea Retain es“ ata desea thy m 
_ yet oe aan aie 

FOR WF ate 

of Parliamentary action, and the rel 

. 

ee epee. oe \ ee Seed -_ apg OD 6 10 ela. a. a MO, 

Separation of the Communists from the Secial 
Patriots. — 

The resolution on Communist unity and 
the separation of the Communists from the | 
‘Social-Patriotic Parties was moved by Louis 
Fraina, of the American Communist Party. 
Clause (a) of section 5 being added by 
Anton Pannekoek, of the Dutch Communist 
Party. ‘Comrade Wynkoop, the chairman of 
the Conference, stated that if this resolution 
was adopted, no Communist Party could 
affiliate to the Amsterdam sub-Bureau of 
the Third International which remained 
affiliated to the British Labour Party. 

The voting on this resolution was as 
follows:— 

For the Resolution. 

Fraina, American Com- 
munist Part oe 

Germany, Stuker Com- | 
munist Party Opposi- 
tion ... Act oh 

Holland, Dutch Com- 
munist Party at 

Britain, Pankhurst, 
W.S.F. es Fn 
Murphy, Shop Stew- 
ards’ and Workers’ 
Committees... 

Belgium 

Against the Resolution. 

~ 

Britain, H on and 
Willis, B.S.P. . 

~ 
tine’ aa AP a ten ernst: AR PO ~ come 

| : | hy 
Communist Unity Negotiations. 

On Saturday, March 18th, another unity can- 
ference was held. The delegates were :—W:8.F., 
Mrs. Lauritsen, Sylvia Pankhurst, and Norah 
Smyth; tke B.S.P., F. Willis, Hodgson, and Peet ; 
S.L.P., Taylor, Mitchell, and Smyth ; South Wales 
Socialist Society, F.and G. Phippen, and Ness Ed- 
wards. This was the first time that the 8.L.P. had 
sent official delegates to the unity negotiations. 
liodgson explained that the B.8.P. executive had 
conan the proposal to ballot the membership of 
the Communist Party on the subject of affiliation 
to the Labour Party, though the B.S.P. view was 
unchanged, and it would reserve its right to work 
for affiliation within the new Party; it would 
make it a condition that the branches of the Com- 
munist Party have complete freedom to affiliate to 
the local Labour Parties if they choose. n 
asked the 8.L.P opinion of this p , but 
Mitchell (8.L.P.) replied that as the 8.1L.P. 
gates were newcomers, they would prefer to hear 
the views of the other Societies first. The W.8.F.- 
was then asked its opinion. Sylvia Pankhurst re- 
plied for the delegation that the pro 1 appeared 
unsatisfactory for two reasons: firstly, that as soon 
as the new party were formed, the contest regard- 
ing affiiation to the Labour Party would — and 
a split would probably result; secondly, at the 
Party must have a uniform policy with regard to 
affiliation to the local Labour Parties. It would 
never do to have the Communist Party affiliated to 
the Labour Party in one borough, and fighting it in 
the next. The W.S.F. considered it should be laid 
down from the start that there should be no affilia- 
tion to the Labour Party. She read the resolution 
dealing with this point passed at the Amsterdam 
meeting of the Third International, and said that 
og apm aa was in accord with the views of the 

Hodgson (B.S.P.) replied that the Amsterdam re- 
solution was pes cnly by the Amsterdam sub- 
bureau, and that the meeting was not widely repre- 
sentative. The B.S.P. would submit to the authority 
of the Executive of the Third International in 

wm Stitchell (S.L..P.) replied that th itche 1.P.) replied that the point in 
to the Amsterdam resolution waa ar be Pa 
passed it, but whether it was scientific ;he conten- 
ded that it was. He declared that until the question 
of the Labour Party were disposed of there could 
be no unity. He moved that the delegates t 
back to their organisations. This was agived tp. 

There was some slight discugsion of the 4 peortene 
ationsk the 

Communist Party to the industrial organietions 
and to industrial action. Nothing definite was 
arrived at on either point. | 
Are et Ne wena . . . ee eta i Pe ie ee 

W.F. Watson and 

_ wi aE Aiea pe are pwn « yee at ees ae 1 WR NE, cee rt ohne 

thin ae wat pr MSI 

— 

We are asked whether W. Se? F. Watson is con- 
tributing to the columns of the Workers’ Dread- 
nought. The answer is, no. The last contribu- 
tion from Watson we published appeared on March 
Sth, 1919. This was one of a series of notes on 
workshop affairs which began on March 9th, 1918. 
Watson contributed these notes, as we u 
on behalf of the London Workers’ Committee, of 
= he was sich thar a eS be ig issue of 
the paper in which t ap m an appeal 
to all Shop Stewards’ and Workers’ Committees to 
send in notes, and said: “It is our intention to 
make the Dreadnought the medium for nationally 
co-ordinating the moverrent.’?’ We understood he 
was acting purely as an official of thé Workers’ 
Committee movement. W. F. Watson never had 
any business or editorial connection with the paper 
beyond that of contributing Workshop Notes on 
behalf of the London Workers’ Committee. 
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‘backed by 

consideration by the Government.” 

Shall Mutton Rot? 
March 8th. Mr. McCurdy, Food Minister, 

“the Government is not in a position to 
a decision” as to whether it is better for it to 
imported mutton, bought during the War, at a 
a At present it will be sold at 
per id, | 

Mr. Bridgeman 
in the way” of 

War Bread Once More! 
Lloyd George said that not only is 

of bread to be raised on April 12th, but the extraction 
to be obtained from the wheat ground is to be raised 
from 77 to 80 cent. We are moving steadily 
back to bread war quality, but at more than war 
price! i 

- The Coal Controllers’ staff costs £550,000 a year! 

; Constantinople War. 
-‘Lieyd George said “ instructions for immediate and 
d action” have been sent by Italy 
and Britain to the Commissioners, “but it 
would be inexpedient to reveal the character of those 
instructions.’’ 
More secret diplomacy. 

Canals. 
The Government is subsidising the canals in order 

that the profits of their owners may be assured! 
The Prime Minister said that any statement on 

the resumption of trade with Russia would be pre- 
mature; ,but in the case of issuing | “great 
care will hare to be exercised.” other words, 
only those likely to see what the Government wishes 
to be seen MWwill be favoured! 

salary, £2,500; entertainment allowance, £17,500 per 
year! This “allowance” is to be a permanent 
intsitution. 
Hurry up with that propaganda for equal wages, 

please! 

Poland and Britain. 
Lloyd George was asked whether British Govern- 

ment is interesting itself in the outrageous annex- 
ationigt territorial claims Poland is making on Soviet 
Russia. Lloyd George replied: “Any settlement 
affecting the peace of Europe is naturally of interest 
to His Majesty's Government.” 

Of as we have said, Poland’s aggression is 
ritain! 

| Censorship Still. 
« Mr. Bonar Law stated that: “The Marconi Com- 
pany for a long time past have been instructed to 
refrain from communicating with Russian Bolshevik 
stations except upon the instructions of a Govern- 
ment Department. The matter is at present under 

This is how the 
truth is kept out of Britain! 

Passports. 
The Governmént spokesman revealed the fact that 

the Government is determined to maintain the pass- 
t and visé system. Passports to Russia cannot, 
granted until “diplomatic relations with Russia” 

are resumed. 

British Dyes. 
The Government invested £1,700,000 of public 

money in the British Dye Stuffs Corporation’ during the 
War. Mr. Bridgeman said other Capitalist firms are 
also bei elped. 
March Sth. Churchill said that officers who serv 

with Denikin are to get the British Medal and the 
Victory Medal. 

Russia Still Blockaded. 
Sir H. Greenwood said that Irkutek has been re- 

captured from the Soviets by a remnant of Koltchak's 
army. Seminoff is in control of Chita, a Zemstvo 
Government is in control of Viadivostok. ‘‘ But the 
present insecurity of the position and the difficulties 
of communication do not lend themselves to the pro- 
motion of trade.” | 

That means facilities are only to be given for 
trading with counter-revolu es. What could be 
clearer proof that the blockade still continues? 

Back to the Land? 
Sir A. Griffiths Boscawen, for the Board of Agri-* 

ping seemed highly pleased that out of 31,000 
ex ice men who have applied for small 
4,334 have actually been settled on farms and small 

7 

his medical adviser to take a little recreation. 
2 mage Cite said thati a contract had been made 

to pay 000 to the Minister of Transport when 
the railways were nationalised; the money had been 

but the railways were not nationalised, and 
the Minister had not made up his mind whether. to 
advise nationalisation or not. Mr. Stevens (C.U.), 
said that Bir Eric Geddes is playing “ca’ canny,’ 
and that the first thing he did on returning from: 
active service was to secure that his dividends from 
the North-Eastern Railway Company should be paid. 

Meanwhile, the transport is in a state of chaos, 
and the Transport Ministry costs £181,061 a year! 
Ten members of the staff get more than £2,000 a 
year, but charwomen get only 14s. a week and a 
war bonus, and coal porters 29s a week. 

Execution ia Hungary. 
March 11th. ‘The Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, when questioned about the wholesale 
hangings by the Hungarian Government, observed 
that “the trials were conducted in open court with 
every fairness and in strict accordance with the law.” 
Can he maintain that the brutalities committed in 
the woods near Buda Pest, and the recent torture 
and drowning in the Danube of two famous Socialista 
were done in “strict accordance with the law '’% 
What humbug! Mr. Lleyd Geo then went on to 
explain that “the Hungarian ernment are, on 
the whole, main order well, and are in no 
way indulging in political persecutions.” In short, 
the Bri Government condones the most hein  ‘s 
crimes of the White Terror in Hungary! 

Russian Co-Operators. 
Maxim Litvinoff, appointed the chief Russian 

co-operator by the Soviet Government, is to be 
débarred from coming to this country; and that, 

: or 43 because of the “incidents which argge in 
iWe shall see! 

Aa Afterthought. 
For more than two years the Government and the 

Press have vied with one another in damning the 
Bolshevik Government on account of its atrocities. 
Now, Mr. Lloyd George says the Government is not 
in a position to “issue an authentic statement.” 
What about the White Book, vouched for by anony- 
mous “ eye-witnesses "? If the Government had any 
sense of decency it would state openly that all its 
anti-Bolshevik propaganda was a “tissue of lies.” 

Only Waiting to Pounce. 
“Any community which is attacked inside its 

legitimate frontiers by Soviet Russia,’ the Prime 
Minister admitted, will receive every possible support 
from the Allies! — . 

The Price of Peace. 
£503,368 were spent on the British Delegation 

to the Paris Peace Conference. 

D.0.8.A. Still Active. 
Alderman William O’Brien, Secretary to the Irish 

Labour Party and Trade Union Congress, has been 
deported from Ireland, and interned in Wormwood 
Scrubs “as a person suspected of having acted, and 
having been about to act, in a manner prejudicial 
to the public safety, and the defence of the Realm.” 

Air Estimate. 
£4,661,000 and £2,005,000 were voted for the ex- 

penses in connection with the Air Force during the 
coming year. Nothing like disarmament here. 

Commission A by ns haeeen of Nations : t 
by the Labour Bureau. 

The of Nations and the International La- 
bour Bureau @éstablished by the League ‘are each 
to send a Commission of Inquiry to Soviet Russia; 
that is to say, if Soviet Russia will receive them. 

The Council of the League of Nations is willing 
that Press representatives should accompany the Com- 
mission. The Commission to determine “the number 
and character of the Press representatives.” No 
chance for the Workers’ Dread to send a truth- 
telling representative along with the Commission, 
you may be sure! The International Lebdour Bureau 
(indeed, what a title to name that institution by!) 
will propose for nomination two members, an 
employer of labour and a worker. | 

ese commissions are sent out in the interests 
of Allied Capitalism—to search out the flaws in 
Soviet Russia’s Army, and to report against the 
Soviet system. This we know in advance. 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 
os see — 

Even before the War, it was apparent to 
every observer that the rising tide of work- 
ing-class consciousness and working-class 
power was becoming a serious menace to 
the continuance of the Capitalist system. 
The workers of Britain, like the workers 
of half the world, were coming to realise 
that there could be no salvation for them 
except through the destruction of the priv- 
ileged class, which owned and controlled 
the industrial machine. And they were 
coming to realise that they had the power 
to destroy it. 

Then came the War. Our friends the 
enemy made a serious miscalculation. They 
seem to have dy wag that even a war 
must end, and to have failed to take into 
account the tremendous reaction —_— 
pre hileg must egy ok agp ever- 
theless, the owning, controlling em - 
pers class did make one final effort to 
urn the War to lasting good account for 

themselves, even after it was over. Seven 
millions of the workers had been fooled 
or forced into the Navy or Army. Fora 
time they had been taken out of the ranks 
of the industrial workers and used for an- 
other purpose. The vested interests thus 
siw a chance—their last chance after the 
War was over—of sa the system. ‘hey 
saw that if they could get these seven 
millions soldiers to organise themselves as 
a class apart, outside the ranks of all their 
fellow-workers, they would be able to use 
them as tools against the organised workers, 
would be able to play them off against 
Labour, and so to “divide and conquer ”’ 
once again. The result was the formation 
of suc 
the Great War and the Federation of Dis- 
charged Soldiers. ; 

But very soon the mass of the ex-Service 
men began to see through the game. Very 
soon they came to recognise that, even if 
they did not organise in defmmitely' ang 
openly anti-Labour bodies, still they could 
be made use of quite as effectively by the 
Capitalists. It is not necessary for a body 
of men to be openly anti-Labour in order 
to play into the hands of the master class: 
it is quite sufficient if it declares itself 
merely non-Labour. 

The National Union of Ex-Service Men 
is an organisation which is definitely 
pledged to the workers’ movement, Al- 
though it is doing the ordinary work which 
all the other ex-Service men’s organisations 
are doing—getting pension cases settled, 
pressing for better treatment for the dis- 
abled, and so forth—it does not, by any 
means, stop at that. It is not out merely 
for the amelioration of the condition of 
the ex-Service and other workers within 
the limits of the present system: it is ouf, 
quite frankly and quite uncompromisingly, 
to destroy the system itself. members 
of the Union recognise that it is pure waste 
of time and energy for them to attempts 
to persuade the master-class to grant thenr 
various minor concessions. They are out 
for the whole thing. We of the Union do 
not aim at ge small concessions from 
this regi oe epartment or ro ag eoeggl 

. any we might get them 
aire us Sit ont heed they at at once 

able to take back with the other. On 
the contrary, we ise that in the de- 
struction of the entire Capitalist system 
is the only of the ex-Service workers, 
as it is of all the other workers in the 
land. The Ex-Service Men’s is therefore 
standing by Labour—t in saying that, 
I do not mean that we are tied to the tails 
of the present “leaders ’’ wh odo not lead, 
or that we are committed to using the 
resent machinery which seems to have 
ome obsolete and useless. 
There are other sides to the activities 

of the Union. We are developing very 
strongly our international side. The 
National Union is affiliated to the Inter- 
national Bureau of ex-Service men’s organ- 

organisations as the Comrades of 
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presented at. the 
Conference of  ex-soldiers’ 

bodies in France, Germany, Austria, Italy 
band half-a-dozen other countries. At 
that Conference, the National Union is to 
move some resolutions which even readers 
of the Dreadnought may find somewhat 
startling. | 

At the present time, whilst this Union is 
increasing in membership, the so-called 
non-party ex-Service mén’s organisations 
are no longer growing: the great mass of 
the ex-Service workers are coming to their 
senses. They are coming to realise that 
they are workers—primarily and essentially 
workers; and that by organising outside 
the workers’ movement they are simply 
laying into the hands of the master class. 
Whey are coming to realise that hy allowing 
themselves to be beguiled a Pap these 
so-called “ independent ”’ ies of ex- 
Service men, they were merely allowing 
themselves to be used as tools by the mil- 
itarists-capitalists. They are coming to 
undert that mere reforms in/ the present 
system are worth nothing, and that their 
only hope lies in the abolition of the whole 
system which is founded upon wage-slavery 
and Capitalist exploitation. 

All enquiries om RS the National 
Union of Ex-Service Men should be 
addressed to the Peres secretary, Town 
Hall Chambers, ord, London, E. 
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THE RANK AND FILE CONGRESS. 
(Continued from page 3.) 

On a motion by Pendry (Bermondsey, Tool- 
makers), the convention declared for :— 
_“(a) plete dictatorship of industrial condi- 

tions by those—the rank and file—who perform the 
industrial operations. 

“*(b) =. subjection of all 

isations, and is to. be re 
forthcomi 

of representation based upon 
Society branches, or phical areas, to be sub- 
stituted by work representation, subject 
to twenty-four hours’ recall, failing mandatory in- 
structions.”’ 

Social Soviets. 
On Friday afternoon, March 12th, delegates to 

the Rank and File Convention met at the 

erganisations, 0 
where they wo 
dustrial 
crisis, snes aden 
resntention of revolutionists 

ing revolutionary 
supplemented by the 
socially where they 

in the home, etc.; _ 
ation as 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 
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Support Clerks. 
Cambria, co és oe strike Shue 

clerks em Cambrian 
minated on Friday last, 12th March. =~ decisien 

clerks, 

. . ° 

% 

4 

> 4 
s " > * 

7. 

eration for loss 
= cent NN AEE LAI LON ORI a 

meetings collieries, 
cided to jovn tools forthwith in sympathy with 
their fellow-workers. 

+1 

isi rt over 15,000 men are at present on strike 
South Wales Conference on National isation. 

At the adjourned conference of the 8.W.M.F. 
held on the 8th. inst., discussion opened on the 
supplementary agenda 

Aiter guarantees had been demanded by the rank 
and file, and given by the Executive, that the ques- 
tion of nationalisation should not be 
interfere with the immediate pressing home of the 
demand for an increase in wages, vote was 
taken, and resulted in an overwhelming majority in 
favour of direct action to secure nationalisation. 
Demand of £2 a week Increase. 

As foretold in these columns the Executive 
not prepared to support the demands of 
wing for an immediate increase of 7/- 
rather desired to go in for a much smaller 
increase for the whole of the miners of 
Britain. ite a number of mi 
have lost wehe Hoy revoluti : ibili 

Be 

s 

ELS : ; s i 
that would be by a strike of the South 
Wales miners, and for sentimental reasons 
were pre rr increase that pared to ta 
would cover the ME.GB. In 
and of the whole weight of the 
used against it, it was Dos gm by a 
press forward the demand for an increase 
per week. 
Another Solidarity Strike. — 

Upon the occasion of the recent 

of this 3 7 
; i bs 

Rhondda strike, 
the workmen at the Ynysifiao pits decided to allow ; 
all the craftsmen to work. Tar ceeltee thane the 
fore pt d th ves work on the Monday 2 nary 
morning. One of these men, a faitly active mem- M.F.G.B. 
Mer 08 the léden her than Ag bag eye ve ony. 2 The M. ; 
S claim wae taseenes " t by the oe ag wl favour 

e paymen e manager turn | week 
indivia al. Three weeks having e ; | 
result obtained by negotiati 
a pit head meeting on 
inst. and decided to down 

At a meeting of miners in the Rhondda No. 1 

Hi 
iH 

District on Monday; 16th March: 44 was decided to Sr 
bring pressure rang obs on the South Wales Execu- has 
tive to force it to call a ; C. 

if South Wales coalfield to decide what action to take 
in view of the M.F.G.B. decision the 
wages’ increase. It wae further deci to ta 
no immediate action in support of the Cambrian 
miners who are still on strike, in view of the fol- 
a. facts :-—— | 

(1) The executive of the 8.W.M.F. ia to discuss 
the position on Monday, 15th March, and = 
cide that action be taken by the whole of South 
Wales, in which case work would automatically 
cease. 

(2) The Colliery Clerks’ Guild has iteelf decided 
to take action on Friday next failing a settlement 
of the clerk’s grievances at the Cambrian. — 

Has Smillie Resigned? 
fany strange rumours co 

resignation of Mr. Smillie are being circulated in 
Sou ales. The one most believed by 
the boys who are opposed to Smillie’s moderate 
I.L.P.ism is as follows :—Bob, believing as he did 
in ‘let me state that 

2, 

viel 

the reported 

mistake, how 
to credit his col- 

and upon finding for him- 
shock was a little too severe. 

back a rabid revolutionary. 
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When all other things are beginning to 
move several rungs up the ladder, it is 
interesting to note that the price of brains 
is coming down. Says Mr. Frederic 
Harrison, an old and rusty—pardon ! trusty 
veteran of Labour’s progress: ‘“ Neither | 
nor ny family belong to the employer class; 
we are merely brain workers.” 

And the mere brain working of Mr. Fred- 
eric Harrison has produced something cheap 
and nasty, as perpend:— 

You know-—at least, your leaders know— 
Europe is on the edge of an awful smash, 
involve our country in its ruin. If universal nation- 
alisation is to be secured at once, how do you propose 

to compensate Capitalists? You don't intend to plunder 
as Lenin and Trotsky do, though a 

that all 

and may 

miner M.P, preposed so doing. How is the forth- 
coming Labour Btdget going to find another 
£8 ,000,0007 Is it to be more paper money, and 
the loaf to 

than me. 

Observe the delicate shudder of our friend 
Frederic at the mere mention of plunder, 
which he himself puts in type by’ itself. 
This is reserved solely for the poor Cap. 
italists, or, as he puts it, “the employer 
class.”’ The prospect of bread at 2s. the 
loaf won’t hurt him as much as it hurts ug, 
so there is’ no shuddering business at this 
point. 

He. does not mention the price of wool, 
or the price of cotton; he does not mention 
Bonar Law’s shipping dividends, which 
Bonar told us he only accepted with a black 
look—and perhaps a Harrisonian shudder. 
Frederic has no bones left to shake when 
it comes to compensating the widows of 
miners who got blown to pieces or buried 
under debris in the depths, finding more 
plunder for the employer class. He doesn’t 
feel a sudden sinking at the knees thinking 
of the seamen torpedoed and hoisted into 
eternity, earning more plunder of a different 
kind for Bonar Law and his friends. But 
to rob the poor, kind-hearted, wing-sprout- 
ing Capitalist—Oh! Boy, my hankercher. 

go up to 2s.? It will hurt you more 

“When we come to what is. ealled 
Direct Action,.’’ proceeds Frederic, “ that is 

5 

terrorism—to pass from rotten economics 
to a dastardly crime.”’ I hope, Henry, that 
makes you feel bad—especially after being 
clubbed and smashed by mounted police 
on Westminster Bridge. Why didn’t you 
stop the Cossacks and explain to them in a 
Frederic Harrison tone of voice that 
terrorism is a dastardly crime? It weuld 
have soothed the police perhaps. 

BETWEEN OURSELVES. 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

By L. A. MOTLER. 

Plunder, terrorism. Big bogey words to 
frighten babies. And all about nationalisa- 
tion. Where has Frederic been living to 
imagine that the workers care a _ rattle- 
snake’s snarl whether the Capitalist. gets 
compensated or not? The or 
economics are not so rotten as to ima 
they believe in not only taking back th eir 
goods from the burglar, but giving him 
compensation. ‘They will be able to re- 
sehen Frederic on this point, however. The 
Capitalists will be compensated with several 
kicks, which will be stronger than _ the 
Harrrisonese language. 

Nationalisation, pish! The leaders may 
believe in some such tosh, but the rank 
and file don’t want the mines merely for 
the nution; they want the whole country, 
lock, stock and barrel, bag and baggage, 
and nothing less. The leaders know it, 
and they are trying to palm off their in- 
decent rubbish, what time Liberty Leagues, 
Bogey boodlers, and Frederic Harrisons 
scream in press and poster to divert energy 
from the real struggle. And it is with 
treat rejoicing and extra heavy type that 
‘leet Street announces that Direct Action 

is dead, to the tune of Mr. Thomas’ song, 
“It would inevitably mean _ bloodshed ; 
political action has not yet failed.” 

Political action has not yet failed! ‘All 
through the last half-century,” yelps Fred- 
eric, * i fought for shorter ‘hours (a seven 
hour day).’ He and his “ comrades ’ 
worked ‘“ nobly, with lawful, moral and wise 
methods ’’-—and the result is that the em- 
ployers are howling for the abolition of 
the eight hour day, which the miners got 
by Direct Action—or “ terrorism,”’ as Fred- 
eric puts it. 

Clynes echoes the Harrisonese language 
when he says: “ Force, as it is now proposed 
to employ it, is not a British characterise 
It is a Prussian characteristic.’” Does he 
imagine the migers have an armoury of 
Lewis guns and Mills grenades in their hip 
pockets, or barrels full of mustard gas 
(special Dublin blend)? 

But perhaps there is some point in it 
after all when he says that the adoption 
of Divect Action would indefinitely set back 
the possibility of a Labour Government. 
There goes 83,870,000 votes against Direct 
Action, and for a nice cushy job at West- 
minster. 

THE WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION 
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Home.” (See advertisement.) 
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3p.m. Mrs, Fix. 

East Ham Leacue or Ricats. 

Tuesday, March 23rd, Old Public Ofhces, W akefield Road, 

8pm. Melvina Walker. 

Walter 
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Speeches by SYLVIA PANKHURST and MARK STARR. 

Members and Friends Welcome. 
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST CLUB, 
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devoted to the Class Struggle of 
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