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THE. IDEAL OF 
Liberty, l, Fraternity—such were 

the watchwords of the French Revolution. 
But, to-day, these are not enou There 
is no equality whilst the woman of the 

ple herself hungry before the 
— of the rich. The old equality meant 
political equality. It was a mirage and a 
shadow; a worthless reflection of the true 
substance of economic equality. Of what 
use “one man, one vote” when one of 
the men has twenty shirts, and the other 
but a single ragged one. Of what use 
“one man, one vote, when one man has 
a mansion in Holland Park and a country 
house, and the other has a garret in White- 
chapel. Of what use one man, one vote,“ 
when one of the men has ease, leisure, 
anes pon comfort, Fa wey Beng has 

inding and perpetual toil to keep up a 
e wn bra Bi Yet men have fought 

and struggled for decades for this mirage 
and shadow of political equality. To-day 
we see the 1 of the struggle for 
the ideal of the real equality, Where the 
equality is to be manifest, not in votes, but 
in material necessities of life. : 

Men are not equal; they are vastly un- 
equal; both physically and as regards emo- 
tional and mental equi t. They are 
vastly different as development and 
strength of character in qualities of de- 
termination and will, of diserimination and 
dispassion; in control of speech, thought 
22 men differ greatly, but they 
are equal in one respect — that they have 
all the same equal need in the economic 
sphere. They lieve all the same need of 
bread and butter, boots and clothing, of 
housing, and even the same needs of edu- 
—— E and all 1 makes oe 1 58 
velopmen growth of personality, 
it lowly or advanced. The new ideal of 
economic equality for which our comrades 
in Russia are striving to-day, meets that 
equality of economic need—and therefore 
that ideal is sound. There can be no real 
brotherhood. unless that brotherhood is 
brought down to function in material 
things. If a man is your brother he should 
certainly share with yourself equally. If 
men are brothers the world over, and hu- 
manity is one great family of brothers, 
then it is essential that that brotherhood 
should start at rock bottom and translate 
itself into material things. it is no good 
the duchess saying to the street girl: “You 
are my sister, and to show my sisterhood 
I propose that we shall be equal in having 
one vote each.“ That is not sisterhood. 
If sisterhood means anything, it means it 
is to start in dresses and food and housing 
just as it does with the sisters of one 
family, and just as it must do with the 
Spiritual. sisters of the great family of 
humanity. The duchess in Park Lane and 
the street girl in Hoxton with one vote 
each is not sisterhood. It is a travesty 
and mockery of sisterhood. 

It is necessary to face boldly the practical 
development of this ideal as to how it will 

rk out. What!“ the duchess will ex- 
claim, “Is the street girl to have exactly 
he same silk dresses and gold-worked ball 

The reply. is 
either both or — By 

rs as I have?’ 
precisely ; 
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providing, of course, thet ea 
the necessary quote of Servi 
mon good.” nd,” wi 

of Sutherland, is the land) 
bourer to have precisi 
to the * as 11 
precisely, assuming, 
the duke and the” ou ering 
their necessary quota @f daily toil to the 
common good.” As to how it will work 
out in actual practice is certainly specula- 
tive as to details. Whether*money will be 
abolished and daily “work cards issued 
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at this stage 
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eight hour day of to-day. 
prevent a man working a six 
two e a whole year 
holiday, to be t in travel in Italy 
I am convinced this reali 

old shibboleth pees equality. Pro- 

claim the gospel of economic equality, and 
hence of true brotherhood 1 

ised proletariat, and sweep onward to 
the Soviets of England. 

) Eocanx T. Wurranzay. 

The Menace of American Capitalism. 
Wai ton, Febru 2ist.—The A 

soci 1 applied 3 oa 
tenets — for all 1 drms who 

rish to have commercial rela with Russia, and 
demands a clear declaration as to the rights of 
Americans concerning trade with Russia 

American capitalists are applying to the 
United States Government for facilities to 
trade with Soviet Russia, and are asking 
what rights they will have in Russia. 
That means that yes 4 do not wish to ‘be 

erned, when in Russia, by the laws 
which apply to the Russian people, but 
to be placed above the law as a superior 
race. The habit of overriding the laws 
of weaker les is common to the cap- 
italists of all the great Powers; the British 
are just like the rest, but here is an ex- 
ample of American behaviour in Mexico, 
uoted by Thomas E. Watson, editor of the 
olum bia Sentinel: — 
There was martial law at Tampico when some 

marines came ashore’ wi t a Mexican 
permit. 

The aft ht reason why they violated martial 
law was that they came ashore to buy provisions. 

Thats a fishy. story, if told to a person who 
knows how our battle-ships are provisioned. 

The American marines were arrested by a local 
Mexican officer, who was silly enough not to know 
that Americans are exempt from Mexican law. 

These marines were not put in jail; 
there was no room for them there. 
Anyway, a superior Mexican officer rode by, saw 

the situation and ordered the immediate release of 
these violators of Mexican law. 
But Admiral Mayo was not to be appeased by 

a prompt release of his law-breaking marines; the 
prompt apol offered did not lesson the fierce 
Admiral's blood-pressure. 
No less would pacify him than that the Mexicana 

mae an American flag and fire a cannon salute 

The dismayed Mexicans tried to explain to irate 
Mayo that they had no American flag, no pole that 
would come up to Mayo's demands, no cannon, and 

powder worth mentioning. 
t Mayo blustered to this Administration, and, 
ag stupefication of mankind, we went to war 

in “honour of the. 12 
seized Vera Crus, shot up the poor old 

probably 

8 

town, killed a number of Mexicans, who hadn't heard 
of the incident at Tampico, and began to collect the 
castom house duties. 1 

It was d that General Funston had been 
sent into Mexico to get the salute, dead or alive, 

This is the sort of menace Soviet Russia 
will have to fear unless the Red Army. is 
strong enough to deal with the capitalists 
from the press Powers, who now propose to 
trade with Soviet Russia and to take up 
concessions there. 

facturer’s profits 
pany had a capital 

999. 
dols., and in 1917 

| l 4 the Treasury a net income of 14,549,952 

income and 
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payi excess profits its 

a Manley 191 per ronson to think that the 
United States 8 Corporation had 
323,000,000 dols. of its income from the Tr 

t. He asked permission to see the Com 
8 return in order that the facts might be veri- 

but permission was refused. Meat packers 
made profits ranging up to 4,244 per cent, fruit and 
vegetable canners 3,032 per cent., woollen mills 
1,770 per cent., furniture makers 3,295 per cent., 
clothing and dry goods stores 9,826 per cent., 

ing contractors made up to 1,390 per cent, 
M further states that Armour and Co., the 
— 4 beef company, sent its lawyer to the Federal 
r 

and 
Commissioner, J. Franklin Fort, in Chicago. 

asked him to use his influence with the other 
Trade Commissioners to induce them to 

their demand for a sworn statement of Ar- 

Fede 

, ‘mour’s South American subsidiary companies. The 
had concealed 

dols., on which they would have to pa 
excess profits tax, and that the Sout 
e would also have to pay in- 

creased taxes if their real profits were known. Fort 
refused to connive at the deception. He reported 
the affair to the Treasury Department, but Armour 
‘and Co. have not been punished. . Eyidently they 
have approached some more pliant official. 

The grip of the American profiteers is N 
on this country. America largely has the Allies at 
her mercy, both because they are in her debt, and 
because of her great food resources. 

The Next American President. 
Gale’s Magazine, published in Mexico, (Communist 

views), says that the Dupont Powder Trust and other 
corporations p e to make General Wood the 
next President of the U.S. A., and will flood the 
country with money and newspaper lies to accom- 
plish this purpose. A big news agency is being 
financed to push Wood and Militarism. Highly-paid 
advertisements will be doled out to newspapers which 
support Wood's candidature. The nomination of 
Bryan as Democratic candidate is being discussed, 
but Gates thinks that the Democrats will choose 
another candidate, and that Bryan or some other 
will run on a Coalition-Radical and Labour ticket. 

reason given was that Armour 
8,000, 

Gale's predicts that a re-actionary Republican will 
be first on thé poll, a Coalition-Labourist second, 
and a Democrat third. The Labour men might 
even get a balance of power in Congress. The 
Industrial Communists,” says Gale's, will compla- 
cently watch these signs of growing intelligence 
among the workers, as the surgeon watches the 
return of the unconscious patient to consciousness.”’ 

UNITY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES. 

The Labour Party Affiliation. 
The following letter on the question of the Labour 

iy | affiliation has been received from the 

Dear Comrade,—As your delegates will have re- 
perm the adjourned unit — which met 

re on Saturday, January Nach. decided to adjourn 
ain until after the meeting in connection with 
e Third International. t was left to me to 

summon the Conference, and again to send an invita- 
pos to the — 2 In 3 

is arrangement, T am conveni adjourned 
conference to meet here on — ay afternoon, 
March 13th, at 3.30 p.m., when I trust it will be 
convenient for the delegates from the W.8.F. to 
attend. In the meantime the matter of the unity 
negotiations was under the consideration of our Ex- 
ecutive at their meeting in London last week-end. 
Our delegates reported the p ings of the last 
conference, stating that the S. L. P. Executive had 
decided not to take further part in the proceedings, 
because their ballot had rejected the proposal re- 
garding the referendum of the new Party as to its 
relations with the Labour Party, and the indisposi- 
tion of the W. S. F. and the 8. ‘8.8. delegates to 
proceed further in view of the absence of official 
n of the B. L. P. 

Executive Committee of the B.. P. adhere 
to the views their delegates have expressed as to 
the relations of the Communist Party to the Labour 
Party and the industrial organisation of the work- 
i ass. | 
— they feel that this question, impor- 
tant though it is, ig secondary to the need for unit- 
ing in one Communist Party all those ; 
in this country that adhere to the Third Inater- 
national, and accept the Soviet and the 
dicta ip of the working class; for this reason 
they are prepared to make a fur concession in 
order to the negotiations with the other bodies 
to a successful issue, and have instructed me to 
express their willingness to withdraw that clause 
in the original unity recommendations, referring to 
a referendum three months after the formation of a 
Communist Party on the question of relations with 
the Labour Party. This offer of the B.8.P. Ex- 
ecutive is, of course, made without prejudice to 
their freedom inside the Communist Part to ad- 
vocate affiliation to the Labour Party and to submit 
a full statement of their views on this question to 
the Central Executive Committee of the Third Inter- 
national at Petrograd. 

——— ee AN AGE A NAV ·˙² ̇ —xͤĩ —[k[— x —2—ͤ— — 

The Soviets in Britain. 
Comrades willing to display a striking Dread- 

nought poster advocating the Soviets in Britain, 
should app for copies to 152, Fleet Street, 
London, Py | 
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March 18th, 1920. 

COMMUNISM IN JUGOSLAVIA. 
(N our own Correspondent.) 

The following summary of the state of 
the Communist movement in “ the Kingdom 
of the Serbs; Croats and Slovenes ”— 
commonly known as Jugo-Slavia—may be 
as surprising to some readers as it was 
to the writer when it was told to him. The 
account is doubtless very imperfect, and 
it may be that the comrades who related 
it were over optimistic in their estimates 
of the stre of the movement. But 
substantially, the account is correct. 
It is surprising, because the impression 

has been abroad that the Jugo-Slav Com- 
munist movement was among the weakest 
in all eastern Europe. We knew, of course, 
of the existence of the Serbian Communist 
Party, allied with the Third International. 
But we had understood that the reactionary 
Serbien monarchy hed been successful in 
repressing it by terror. We had heard 
of commotion in Belgrade last spring, but 
heard, also, of wholesale arrests of the 
Communist leaders of it. Finally, we have 
heard much, too much, from the three 
‘‘ Socialists ’’ in the Serbian Government, 
without knowing how infinitesimal was 
their su among the working-class. 

The following account was gathered from 
Communist leaders in Spalato, the cap- 
ital of that half of Dalmatia which is not 
occupied by the Italians. Spalato is a 
city of some 27,000 inhabitants, many 
of whom are e in the large cement 
industry, which, in normal times, flourishes 
in this region. The workers are organised 
“ industrially ”’ in nineteen unions. The 
leaders claim that in most of these unions 
the organisation approaches one hundred 
per cent, in spite of the unemployment 
and high prices, which make the payment 
of union dues difficult. In the Union Fed- 
eration there are 3,400 membérs—a good 

rcentage. Also among the peasants, the 
ommunist movement has made a good 

beginning. The Communist Peasant. Union 
numbers 600 members, representing 3,000 
workers. . 

These organisations are Communist to a 
man. They all support the Third Inter 
national, and look for a speedy revolution 
ore the establishment of a Soviet regime. 

ival workers’ organisations practically do 
not exist. The Christian Workers’ 
Union (Catholic) is only a name. The 
patriotic Societa Unione e Lavoro, which is 
the Italian workers’ club in Spalato, holds 
its members because of its benefit system, 
but does not prevent their belonging to the 
Communist organisation. The Dalmatian 
leaders were insistent in their assurances 
that the situation was similar in all other 
parts of the new kingdom, except, perhaps, 
in Croatia. 

The organised workers have formed their 
Soviet system, which they claim is already 
functioning completely, and is, in fact, a 
“State within the State of the Serbian 
monarchy. There are, in Spalato, three 
parallel Soviets, which, together, form the 
central Soviet of Dalmatia. The indus- 
trial Soviet is composed of the president 
and secretary of each of the nineteen 
unions. The political Soviet is composed 
of five members appointed by the executive 
committee of the Communist Party for 
Dalmatia. The peasants’ Soviet is composed 
of twelve members, elected from their re- 
spective districts. Each city, too, has its 
local Soviet. : : 

The same o isation exists throughout 
the rest of the kingdom, and culminates in 
the Central Soviet of Belgrade. This is 
composed of 62 members, 31 political, 
elected by the various branches of the 
Communist Party, and 31 industrial, 
elected by the district Soviets. The work 
of the Soviet system at present is “chiefly 

But the leaders (at least, those 
in Dalmatia) consider themselves prepared 
to take over the government whenever the 
proper moment arrives. ‘ 
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Of the strength of the organisation 
throughout Jugo- Slavia in general, the 
leaders speak with greatest confidence. 
Three-quarters of Be , they claim, 
including all the intelligentsia, is firmly 
Communist. Forty-eight thousand out of 
the 70,000 inhabitants of Sarajevo, like- 
wise; two-thirds of Knin, and so on. What 
is of greatest importance is that all the 
railway, post and telegraph workers are 
organised and are solidly Communist. 

he patriotic Social-Democratic Party, 
which is allied with the Second Interna- 
tional and has three of its members in 
the Government, has most of its stre 
in Croatia. The Communist leaders claim 
it has fewer than 5,000 members, as against 
150,000 in the Communist Party. The 
relative strength of the two organisations 
can be judged by the fact that the Com- 
munists have three daily 9 pole and thir- 
teen weekly or semi-weekly; whereas the 
Social-Democratic have only four papers, 
none of them even weekly. 

The Jugo-Slav Communists are not ab- 
stentionists. They take 1 the 
same ground as the Italian Socialist Party, 
and are en vigorously for the coming 
election. owever, they place as little 
ultimate faith in Parliament as any ab- 
stentionist. 

They, of course, play no part in the 
present Parliamentary situation, since there 
has been no election since the Communist 
Party was, ised last April. The 
present Parliament dates from pre- Com- 
munist days. The Communists have had 
their trial of strength with the Govern- 
ment, however. ) 

At the time of the General Congress in 
Belgrade last April, the Government 
thought to make a final coup by arresting 
all the prominent Communists, including 
the three recognised leaders, Dr. To ich, 
Professor Markovich and Mr. Phillipovich. 
The workers tom moo with a general 
strike which paralysed Belgrade and other 
cities, and forced’ the release of ‘all the 
arrested comrades. Since that time—in 
Dalmatia, at least—the Communist organ- 
isation has been permitted to work openly 
and. unhindered. | 1 

The spirit animating the Communist 
Party was demonstrated at the April Con- 
gress. Each of the provincial sections 
those of Serbia, Bosnia- Herzegovina, Dal- 
matia and Croatia—had been asked to sub- 
mit a programme and constitution for the 
proposed party. Those of the first thr 
provinces were substantially. the ‘same, 
drafted after the constitution of the Russian 
Communists. Only Croatia proposed a more 
moderate programme. And since that time, 
the Communist minority in Croatia has 
gained the u hand too. 

The Serbian Communists do not intend to 
commit the mistake of the Hungarians and 
make an isolated revolution which can be 
crushed at leisure by the international 
militia. They feel the need of acting in 
unison with their comrades in other Balkan 
countries. sf. slg it is well known, is 
prepared to declare the revolution at the 
drop of the hat, and Jugo-Slavia, it appears, 
wil with her. ut the hat, in all 
probability, must drop first in Roumania. 

of the Founding of | 

THE “WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT.” 

27th MARCH. 

The Issue for that date will contain a Special 

Supplement devoted to the Class Struggie of 
British Workers during those six years. 
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‘The telegram 
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INTERNATIONAL 
White Guards. . in 

The Sunday Evenitig Telegram (29/2/20) publishes The Communist of America 
a telegram from which sheds some light for a general strike in the event of war 
on the recruitment of anti-Bolshevik legions. It The United States’ Government seems, 
seems that a recruiting office was founded in Copen- being, to have abandoned the project.’ 
hagen last October by a Captain Palludan, who endeavouring to nationalise its oil and mineral 
was acting as representative of the Koltchak Govern- which has fallen into the hands of private capitalists, 
ment. He enrolled young men—on false pretences, mainly Americans. Hence the constant’ 
it would seem, although the telegram does not 
state so—and when on board the steamer which and make it safe for capitalism. 
was to take them to Russia, they were informed are employed in the mines run by American cap- 
that they were now under military control, and 0 | 
Captain Palludan furnished them with a contract There are no safety devices of any kin! i 
to sign, stating that they were willing to do service mines, but there is a Roman sae altar 8 : 

2 5 5 i 

‘ By LIS. 
of Mexico. 

in the Russian White Army, fighting against the in 
Bolsheviks. They were compelled to obey, or else > 
they would have been punished as deserters. The 
brave and gallant captain appears to have made 
tracks for home as soon as the Red Army began 
its northward successes, and he left his gallant 
Danes stranded in Archangel. The Copenhagen tele- 
gram tells us that about thirty-two Danes are now 
left there, and five of them are reported to have 
been immediately polished off by the Bolsheviks. . 

on pathetically:— 
“The fate the ers + Gee a, be deter- 

mined; they, too, may be killed by Bolsheviks; 
or perhaps they have fled from Archangel and 
now trying to reach the Norwegian frontier. 
the latter is the case, they are now 
through the white desert of the snowy Far , 
where they will, in all probability, suffer death 
from cold and starvation.” 

It certainly looks like it, for coal does not 
make a good diet, even for starving Danes. How- 
ever, we may turn to the happier case of Captain: 
Palludan. he Danish press is demandi that 
he should be called upon to surrender and 
be punished a to the Danish law, which 
forbids recruiting of any kind for foreign countries. a 5 

But Captain Palludan, the telegram adds, b 1 . 1 
intends to make himself scarce if the order for Peggy yc emerge ay rad es Me 23 
his arrest ig put in motion—and the country he has 3 Pe ee, e a 
has in mind is this tight little island, “ where 2: : ag 
he considers that he will not be surrendered to 
the Danish authorities.” And now the telegram 
suggests that it is uP to Litvinoff to cable to 
Archar to save the lives of the remaining Danes. 
It would be more exciting to send Captain Palludan 
there; he would be sure of a warm welcome from 
his gallant little band. 

ig ag. 
section in 
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of the two : 
bourgeoisie is a at the revolutionary ten- 
dency of the movement, and Government 5 VVV — 
threatens most serious coercion should the party Leis and the “Fourth” Interational. f. 
—— to the ete apr eager One — ¢ Supporters of Long : ‘of @ reconstructed Pa 

are c * itical offences Socialist 
22 are prohibited in Bessarabia and part of 

ansylvania. Many Socialists have been murdered. 
Pierre Pascal is another member of the French 

Military Mission to Russia, who, like Sadoul, has 
thrown in his lot with the Soviets. 

Am Australian Revolutionry Party. 
L’Humanité s the formation at Klagenfurt, 

on February aed, of a new Austrian revolutionary 
arty of landless peasants and workers, u — 
ormer prisoners of war. The * gy organ is 
The Hammer and Plough. 0 programe in- 
cludes the socialisation of States and industries 
without compensation. 

Ukranian Soviet Republic. : 
The Russian press reports that a Ukranian Soviet 

Republic has been constituted in the Ukranian ter- 
ritory occupiel by the Red Troops, which will 
enter into an alliance with Russia. The President 
of the Republic is Petrowski. 

3 A Canadian Coercion Act. 
Various coercive war emergency powers ac- 
ae by the Canadian Government expired on 
t Zist, but some sinister additions to the 

— n ly, which 
are to 1emain permanent. These provide any- 
one who — ag publishes, edits — circulates, 

or to de posted in Canada, or im- 
n 

t, picture, paper, 
ment of any kind, in 
fended, and anyone who in any manner advocates 
or defends the use, or t, without authority of 
law, of force, vio or terrorism, to person or 
property as a means of accomplishing any govern- 
mental, industrial, or economic change, be 
liable to imprisonment for from one to twenty 
years. | 

Under this Act a number of people have had their 
houses raided for i literature, and some have 
been sent to prison for long 8. a 

Mexican Communist P and Mexican I. W. W. 
The Left Wing of the Mexican Socialist Party 

formed a Communist Party some time 1 2 The 
secretary is George Burreda. The Right Wing has 
now also called itself the Communist Party. 
The I. W. W. has just set up a Mexican Adminis- 
tration. The chairman ig Angel Bernal, 

— 
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formulate a basis truly international, upon 
which the national sections of Socialism can 
co-operate. | 

to this we must point out that this In repl 
80 call Wee en of Left“ will not 
he a consultation of the Left, but of the Centre, 
for the Left will not be there. 

Neither the Russian Communists nor any 
other party affiliated to the Third Inter- 
national will join that Conference. Such 

ern Brine 8 —— at un ental, 0 | 
Moscow and based — the Soviets and the 
Proletarian Dictatorship, ‘from which the 
I. L. P. Executive dissents, have no desire 
to join another International, they con- J 
fidently await the oo ering to the Com- 
neers | standard the masses of 
the world proletariat. — Communist 
Parties will never. return, either to the 
— International, or to any half-way 

use. 
The I. L. P. Executive, in this manifesto, 

has revealed itself to be still further to 
the right than the French Centrists and 
the Swiss Majority, who have definitely left 
the Second International, and are i 
to make a half-way house between it an 
the Third. The I. L. P. Executive, as the 
memorandum shows, is not even yet pre- 
pared to leave the Second International, 
and is only striving to bring back to it 
those who have broken away. 

A REVOLUTION IN PORTUGAL? 
Rumours of a Bolshevik revolution in 

Portugal have been abroad for some days. 
La Feuille of March 6th reported: 
“Paris, March 5th (Havas).—From Madrid comes 

the news that the railway and postal and telegraph 
workers’ strike hag stopped all communication 
between Spain and Portugal. The last travellers 
to arrive by motor car from Portugal state that 
the Bolshevik movement which has broken out has 
triumphed at Lisbon and rto, where a Soviet 
Republic has been declared. 

t is certainly significant that the strike of the 
Government employees and the railwaymen 

should have ted in the fall of the Govern- 
ment and that the new Government at once 
granted the workers demands. : 

THE UPRISING. OF TH? EAST. 
The Japanese Government is faced with great 

popular uprisings. Though the struggle 
ostensibly is concentrated around a mere fran- 
chise Bill, even in the far East it is no longer 
possible for any serious mass struggle to take 
place without Communist issues being raised. 

THE TURKISH POWDER MAGAZINE. 
But a few days ago Lloyd George was declar- 

ing that Constantinople must be left to the 
Turks, and a motley assemblage of people, from 
Lord Bryce and Lord Robert Cecil, to J. H. 
Thomas, and Mr. Hyndman, were complaining 
of his decision and crying out for the to 
be sent, bag and baggage, out of Europe. And 
now, helter skelter, on top of the other 
announcements, comes the news of what at 
— looks like a new war with Turkey; the 
urks and the French have been fighting at 

Marash. The Turkish War Office is preparing 
for mobilisation against the Allied Peace Terms; 
the British threaten to occupy Constantinople, 
and Indiais aflame. The Bengal Caliphat Con- 
ference has declared that if the Caliph’s domin- 
ions are not kept intact as they were before the 
war, the Mahomedans will withdraw their loy- 
alty to the British Empire. 

e Conference has sent a to the 
Viceroy and -Emperor that it will sever all 
connections with the British Government if 
Mahomedan feeling be not respected, and all 
who fail to comply with this edict will be social] 
ostracised. Hind u co-operation is — 
British goods are to be boycotted. 
EER 

classes in the East, the Western armies will be 
powerless to cope with it. The British Empire 
in India and the East might well be swept away. 
The workers need not fear such a contingency ; 
they have nothing to loose by the break up 
the Empire. | , the great Empires, and 
to-day that of Britain is the greatest, are the 
strongest bulwark against the spread of the 
workers’ revolution which will usher Com- 
munism into the world. The break up of the 
British Empire would mean the early triumph 
of the workers’ revolution. 

the 
U.S. A. in order to pay off her war debts. Mr. 
McAdoo says that ica wants the debt liqui- 
dated quickly, and that as the British Empire 
comprises one-sixth of the world’s land surface, 
and Britain is loaded with debt, all surplus Bri- 
tish capital can be employed in India and the 
self-governing Dominions. America, on the other 

has become ‘‘the leading economic Power 
in the world. And as the Americans have 
developed the Panama Canal and own a, Navy 
and merchant marine, the British West Indies 
are important. to them. 

America is threatening to apply to the British 
Imp some of the treatment they have 

ted out to weaker nations. 

LIBERALS AND TORIES UNITE. 
0 A new oe enge Liberals and 
ories against the Labour y is now being 
. Asquith's return was due to such a 

ted to come into 

* 

turning awa om the 0. pitalist- political oom - 
bination ite § therefore wishes to introduce the 
old combination in a new disguise. 

SNOWDEN AND COMMUNIST CONSCRIPTION. 

Philip Snowden, in the Labour Leader, of M 
1 = —— 

> 

} he appears to know 
about Bolshevism by a careful study of the capitalist 
Press. . Snowden makes this strange admission: 
„ opp of conscription we never denied the 
right the State to exact service. from citizens 
* was deemed necessary for the salvation of 
the country. Thus Snowden allows that a capitalist 
Government has the right to force the wor to 
do what it n 
8 ist Government means 
the preservation of capi capi in- 
terests.” also : ion no 

ism and its ji 
says: 4 on 

stitutional practice. I always itt 
conscripti controversy about military n 

country that — — a certain foreign poliey and 
givon certain military conditions, mili conscrip- 
tion was inevitable and justifiable.”’ 
Snowden seems to forget that the Allied Capitalist 

Powers have making war all this time on Soviet 
Russia, and that Soviet Russia has never eeased 

Conscription in Russia is no 
the internal counter- 

has admitted 

order that 
national 
he het of 
emp classes 
up profits 82 employers in the course of a 
war to enrich the ing class. 

n'a version of the Soviét decrees is a 
one. 

KUUSINEN NOT MURDERED. 
O. v. Kunsinen, the Finnish Communist, has not 

been murdered, as was widely re He is now 
in Stockholm. As a matter of fact, the Finnish 
Government offered à reward of 50,000 marks for 
his body, alive or dead. Someone has cheated the 
Government by killing the wrong man. f ä 
— —— 

The advance-guard of the British Socialist 
movement has thrown in its lot with the 
Third International. The Centre and Right 
Wing are showing a decided drift leftward. 
The question whether to abandon the re- 
formist Second International and take a 
ae into the uine revolutionary 
socialism of the Third, is being debated 
in every I. L. P. and Trade Union branch, 
and wherever the workers are gathered to- 

ther. Next week -we- shall publish the 
Official Report of the Third International 
Congress at Amsterdam. Tou will need 
extra copies of that week’s issue: order them 
now. 
This supplement can only be got out 
at a loss. Therefore, send a donation to 
cover the axtra cost of printing and paper. 
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Communists do not consider the function 
of the workers’ industrial organisations to 
be merely that of securing increased wages, 
reduced hours of employment, and o 
ameliorations of the lot of the worker within 
the capitalist system. Communists regard 
the industrial organisations as essential 
factors in the struggle of the workers to 
overthrow the capitalist system, and in 
carrying on the industrial work of the com- 
munity’ after the Revolution has placed the 
working-class in power. 

Nevertheless, in considering the part 
which the industrial organisations will play 
in the revolutionary struggle for Com- 
munism, and, afterwards, in the manage- 

ment of the Communist society, one basic 
fact must always be remembered, namely: 
that the industrial organisations enrol every 
worker in the industry, ardless of the 
workers’ political views. Therefore, whilst 
(in this and every other country), it is 
undoubtedly true that a eral working- 
class consciousness is st uly being devel- 
oped within the unions, and that a Com- 
munist revolution cannot proceed until that 
development has reached an advanced stage, 

sharp and decisive thought and action is 
less ible to such 
a body of workers who d t 
selves together for a definite political ob- 
jective. Thus, even in the Russian Soviets, 
we find the Communist Party acting as 
the driving force, both before and after 
the proletarian seizure of Power. It is 
highly significant that in November, 1917, 
it was the Communist Party which actually 
seized the power in the name of the pro- 
letariat, and presented it to the All- 
Russian Congress of Soviets. It must be 
remembered that, broadly speaking, the 
Soviets are the creation and typical organ- 
isation of the masses, whilst the Trade 
Unions are the organisations of the aris- 
tocracy of Labour, which is raised above 
the masses by its members having served 
an apprenticeship and acquired some tech- 
nical skill. The unskilled labourers’ unions 
and the industrial unions (again speakin 
broadly), stand midway between the cra 
unions and the Soviets. They are not under 
the complete control of the masses as the 
Soviets are, because the structure of the 
unions is bureaucratic, and inevitably 
creates an Official class not completely at 
one with the men and women in the work- 
shops, and because of the period in which 
the union officials came into the movement. 

The demand now growing up in South 
Wales, which is being op by the official 
element, for the payment of an equal * 
to all of mining workers, and t 
practice actually enforced in some Amer- 
ican unions, that th union officials shall 
receive the wage of the lowest-paid worker 
on the job, are instances of the conflict 
of feeling between the workers and their 
union bureaucracy. x 
Thotgh it was the Bolshevik Party that, 

with the aid of the Petrograd Soviets, seized 
the Power for the Russian proletariat; yet, 
even in Russia, where the industrial unions 
had not hitherto, been by any means 80 
great and powerful a force as they are 
in this country, the industrial unions built 
up to fight the private 3 have re- 
mained in being after the disappearance 
of the ers class, and are becomi 
part of the administrative machinery 
the Workers’ Republic. | 

Will the Unions be Transformed ? 
Under capitalism, we have, in each in- 

dustry, the employers on the one hand, and 
on the other, the workers and the trade 
unions; the two last not complete numerical 
equivalents. Still less, on account of the 
bureaucratic structure and craft basis of 
the unions, are they equivalents in interests 
and ideology. Under Communism, these 
factions will be replaced by the workers 

isations than to 
ve banded them- 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY. 
in the industry, with their productive, dis- 
tributive, educational, research and exper- 
imental departments. How far in this 
country the r- existing unions will 
be merged in that structure or become that 
structure; how far they will survive with 
an unbroken record of development beyond 
the Revolution; whether they will expand 
and become, with their membership and 
administrative, the whole industrial ma- 
chinery under Communism; or Whether 
they will be thrust ‘aside and displaced by 
new forces, will depend u the capacity 
of the unions to adapt themselves to g- 
ing conditions, and, above all, upon their 
power to make themselves the complete 

uivalent of the workers in the industry. 
I a unions are to survive, the 
must not only weld the various cra 
unions still existing within a number 
of basic industries into industrial unions 
but they must re-construct themselves on 
the workers’ committee basis. 

In Russia, at the time of the Februa 
Revolution, many of ‘the unions were. still 
erected on the craft basis with bureaucratic 
constitutions. . Whilst Kerensky was in 
power a transformation movement set in. 
Craft unions were merged into industrial 
unions. Workers’ committees were built 
~4 as an organic part oftheir structure. 
The change continued spreading from in- 
industry to industry after the Bolshevik 
Revolution gave the Soviets the power. 

With the change in structure a change 
in ideology was also spreading. Many 
unions were hostile to the proletarian dic- 
tatorship and the principle of all-power to 
the Soviets. Gradually they have been 
coming into line. Gradually the idea that 
the unions should hold aloof from, and 
remain critically independent of the Soviet 
Government, has been giving place to the 
view that they should become a part of 
the machinery of the Soviet State. , 

The official or unofficial part that the 
unions will play in the British Revolution 
depends largely upon the | of time 
that will elapse before the Revolution 
arrives, and on the progress made in re- 
building the union structure and constitu- 
tion, in changing the personmel of their 
officials and executives, and the growth and 
coherence of the insurgent forces, which 
exist amongst the workers in ain! industry. 

These insurgent workers are the creators 
of any changes that are being brought about 
within the unions; it is they who are fight- 
ing the battle with the capitalist, and who, 
under the pressure of that struggle, are 
daily realising the inadequancy of the 
unions as fighting o 

The unions, with 
servatism, have maintained themselves 
against the competition of the workers’ cm- 
mittees, although the workers’ committee 
movement has a strong appeal to the workers 
of to-day. The unions have maintained 
themselves because of their accumulated 
funds, because the workers need the friendly 
benefits and strike A in their daily 
struggle, because trade unionism has be- 
come a habit and a respectable, old-estab- 
lished. institution, because the masses of 
the organised workers have_not yet with 
sufficient vigour and consciousness desired 
a higher form of isation: but the 
unions as we know them to-day will be 
certainly superseded or transformed. 

The trade and industrial unions have 
been devel by the workers in their 
struggle with the capitalists. In Soviet 
Russia they have been preserved like the 
co-operatives, as of the machinery of 
the Soviet State. The Co-operatives wort 
accepted as a necessary evil, and in order 
that they might be absorbed and disappear, 
they were accepted because they were 80 
strong that it was necessary to win them, 
and —— their machinery could not be 
discarded in a land of little organisation and 

their narrow on- 
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much chaos. But the 
ives had te be 

that the Soviets 
the ists Ww 

to secure, that the ratives ¢ 
merged in the Soviets and altogether « 
appear as a 8e structure. 8 

he same th is true of the unions. 
If they are into the Soviet structure 
they must be completely at one | 
The Russian Co-operatives were at 
hostile force, attacki the Communist 
revolution: unless the British unions have 
become Sovietised before the Communist 
revolution, they also will be hostile to i 
ee to the revolutionary Soviets, which wi 

its o ‘ 2 

Britain, witch bas 3 induatrielieed, ritain, Ww in 
the „which in Russia | 
the first revolution, are already ta r 
The workers’ committees are now s gi 

struggle with capi 

The dig oa “lect the upon 8 | ae sunhdi: 

We do not suggest that the rules and struct 
ure cannot be re-made, but, if it is 

be bitterly fought, innumerable » 
will have to be overcome. 

Various Acts of Parliament have given 

of their trustees 
ceived by the ae 
Acts, Parliament has, a 
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Where a trade union applying to be registe 
has been in operation for more than a year befora 
the date of such application, there be deliv- 
ered to the Registrar, before the thereof, 
a general ‘statement of the receipts, ids, effects, 

expenditure of such trade union, in the same 
form and showing the same particulars, as if it 
were the annual general statement required, as 
hereinafter mentioned, to be transmitted annually 
to the Registrar.-(Clause 13, subsection 1.) 
A general statement of the receipts, funds, effects, 

and expenditure of every trade union registered under 
thie Act shall be transmitted to the Registrar before 
the first day of June in every year, and shall show 
fully the assets and liabilities, the date, and the 
receipts and expenditure during the ~~ preceding 
the date to which it is made out, of the trade union; 
and shall show 8 the expenditure in respect 
of the several objects the trade union, and shall 

be prepared and made ont up to such date, in such 
form, and shall comprise such particulars as the 
Registrar may from time to time require. 

Together with such general statement ‘there shall 
be sent to the Registrar, a copy of all alterations 
af rules.and new rules and changes of officers made 
during the year preceding the date up to which 
the general statement is made out, and a copy of 
py rules of the trade union as they exist at that 

te. 
Every trade union which fails to comply with, 

or acts in contravention of this section, and also 
every officer of the trade union so failing, shall 
each be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds 
for such offence. | 

Every person who wilfully makes or orders. to 
be made, any false entry in, or any omission from, 
any such general statement, or in, or from the return 
of such copies of rules or alterations of rules, shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds 
for each offence’—(Clanse 16.) 

The Registrars shall lay before Parliament annual 
reports with respéct to the matters transacted by 
such Registrars in pursuance of this Act.—(Clause 17.) 

The Trade Union Act of 1876, clause 8, 
provides that the registration of a trade 
union may be withdrawn, if any of its 
objects have become unlawful, or if it has 
violated any of the provisions of the Trade 
Union Acts. The trade union will then 
“absolutely cease to enjoy any of the priv- 
ileges of a registered trade union,“ but 
any liability it incurred as a registered trade 
union may still be enforced. 

Clause 9 of the same Act excludes workers 
under sixteen years from membership of a 
trade union, and workers under twenty-one 
years from being members of the manage- 
ment committee, or holding office as treas- 
urer or trustee. 

Clause 15 of the Act of 1876 directs 
that the officials responsible for sending 
rules and other material to the Registrar, 
or, failing such officials, every member of 
the man ent committee of the union 
shall be liable to a penalty of from one 
to five pounds if they omit to send the 
documents, and to a like penalty during 
each week in which the omission continues. 

The action may be brought by any 
assistant Registrar of Friendly Societies, 
“or any person aggrieved.“ : 

The Trade Union Act of 1918, clause 2, 
provides: 

The Registrar of Friendly Societies shall not reg- 
ister any combination as a trade union unless, in 
his opinion, having regard to the constitution of 
the combination, the principal objects of the com- 
bination are statutory ‘objects, and may withdraw 
the certificate of registration of any registered trade 
union if the constitution of the union has been al- 
tered in such @ manner that, in his opinion, the 
principal objects of the union are no longer statu- 
tory objecta, or if, in his opinion, the pre 
objects for which the union is actually carried 
on are not statutory objects. | 
The last phrase is exceedingly interest 
ing, the more so as it was so re- 
cently as 1913. | ee 
Clause 3 of the same Act allows the 
grant of certificates that they are trade 
unions within the meaning of the Act to 
unregistered trade unions, provided the 
Registrar is satisfied that their objects are 
statutory. | 

As is well known, this Act also regulates 
the conditions under.which the trade unions 
may spend money in runnihg or supporting 
candidates for public office, or holdin lit- 
ical meetings, or distributing political liter- 
ature, king it a condition that such 
expenditure shall come out of a separate 
political fund, only to be set up if a 
majority. of the members votes for it, and 
contributions to which shall not be a con- 
dition of membership of the union. 

4 

—— — — — — Per — a — — — — 

‘THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

The Act of 1876 declared that before 
trade unions could amalgamate, the consent 
of two-thirds of the membership must be 
obtained. In 1917, the Trade Union Amal- 
gamation Act altered this provision, making 
it sible for unions to amalg te on a 
ballot being taken, in which the votes of 
at least 50 cent. of the members en- 
titled to vote have been cast, and in which, 
of the votes recorded, there is a * 
of at least 20 per cent. for the amalgam- 
ation. 

Provisions such as this constantly delay 
the progress of reform in the trade unions, 
because the trade union membership is 
largely an inactive one. : 

t might be thought that the registration 
of trade union rules is a mere matter of 
form, but this is by no means the case. 
The Registrar frequently objects to rules 
that are submitted to him. 

Trade Union Rules in Australia. 
Tom Walsh, secretary of the Australian 

Seamen’s Union, points out in am article 
published in the journal of his Union, that 
in Australia, whilst the unions must send 
their rules to the Registrar within four- 
teen days, the Registrar cannot reject or 
amend them. Nevertheless, the Registrar, 
or “any organisation or person interested, 
may apply to the Arbitration Court, and 
if the Court considers the rules no longer 
comply with the prescribed conditions, or 
that they have not been observed, or that 
reasonable facilities are not provided for 
admitting new members; or unreasonable 
conditions are imposed on the members, 
the Court may, if in its. discretion it 
thinks fit, order the registration to, be can- 
celled. 1 

The Australian Seamen’s Union is a 
vigorous fighting organisation. Tom Walsh 
and others of its officials were recently 
8 on account & a seamen’s strike, 
and Walsh says that an attempt has already 
been made by opponents of the Union to 
get its i cancelled, but when it 
was found that the Union did not intend 
to defend its registration, the re 
was withdrawn. Tom Walsh adds:— 
When will unions cease to have anything to do 

with the Court in any way whatsoever? Twenty 
years ago the present scribe told several trade 
unionists that the day would come in this country 
when the employers would be fighting tooth and 
nail to o the workers into the Court, and when, 
on the hand, the workers would be fighting 
just as hard to keep outside it. 

It is curious’ that in a country like 
Britain, where there are five-and-a-half 

million trade unionists, and where the 
Labour Party has had, for fourteen years, 
a auff contingent in Parliament, the unions 
should still be meekly submitting their rules 
to the Registrar, and bowing to his dictates 
without even a verbal protest being raised. 
When the political general strike 

approaches the moment of fulfilment, the 
trade union rules and the impossibility of 
altering them at short notice will be seized 
upon by the re-actionaries in the unions 
as a very formidable, very convenient 
barrier to action. 
When the workers are really in revolu- 

tionary spirits, neither rules nor officials 
will dial in their way; but, undoubtedly, 
the ee wi : — handicap te 

e progress gradually reformin 
unions, and a fruitful source of on 

In the Boilermakers’ Society, for 
instance, candidates for the post of general 
secretary must be first-class members of 
fifteen years’ standing; candidates for the 
executive must be members of ten years’ 
standing; candidates for the general council 
must have been in the Society for ten years, 
and candidates for the district committees, 
for five years. All suggestions for the 
alteration of, or addition to the rules must 
be submitted to the general council for con- 
sideration, and must receive the sanction of 
the council before the members can vote 
on them. 
‘Next week, we shall examine the more 

important rules of the Seamen’s Union and 

‘suffer from uncertainty of vision re 

: Ln R rn 5 ' 
1 ir „ eT OLS Raat a Ns OR Te F 

* ae „ re e 82 

‘ March 18th; 1920. 

show how, if feeling is ripe within the 
Union, they might amended to enable 
the rank and file to secure some measure 
of control over the machinery. We shall 
give the views on this question of some of 
the members of the Seamen’s Union. We 

Cen ].. ee 

shall examine in due course, alzo, the rules 
of the Boilermakers’, the A. S. E. and other 
Unions, giving the views of the rank and 
file workers in each case. 

(To be continued next week.) 

THE STRASBOURG CONFERENCE. 
The most important question before the 

Congress of the French Socialist Party at 
Strasbourg was the relationship of the 
Pa to the Second, the Third, and the 
problematical Fourth International. 
The resolution adopted by a majority of 

the delegates, and introduced by the diplo- 
matic Longuet and his Group is calculated 
to throw up a veritable cloud of dust, 
which ‘may cause a good many people to 

rdin 
the issues involved. It commits the French 
Party to the following points 

1. The French Party must leave the Second Inter- 
national | 

2. But the re-grouping of Socialist-Revolutionary 
forces is necessary. : . 

3. The. fundamental declarations of the Moscow 
International are not in contradiction to the essen- 
tial principles of Socialism. : 

(a) The Dictatorship of the Proletariat ie ab 
the basis of every revolutionary conception. 

(b) The Workers’ and Peasants’ Councils are 
as circumstances have proved, one of the 
forms which can give effect to the exercise 
of power by the Proletariat. 

4. But the French Socialist Party also thinks 
that the Socialist Parties of Western and Central 
Europe should work with the Trade Unions and 
Co-operative Societies, and that the adaptation of 
these organisations should constitute one of-the essen- 
tial means of this - transformation. 
5. The Parties that decide to re-group them- 

selves should condemn all collaboration with the 
bourgeoisie, and especially with Government 
Coalition. 

6. The French Party accepts the proposal of the 
German Independents to unite all the elements of 
the Second International which remain faithful to 
the class war. 

7. The French Party desires to show active, sym- 
pathy with the ‘Russian Revolution and to remain 
in hed solidarity with the workers of America and 
England. 

8. The French Party is to retain contact with 
the national sections of the Western Parties, to 
enter into negotiations with the Third International 
without 8 and to come to an agreement with 
the German Independents and the Swiss and Italian 
Socialist Parties to call a conference with the aim 
of joining all the Parties resolved to act on the basia 
of the traditional principles of Socialism. 

This resolution does not mean a com- 
plete union with the Third International 
and acceptance of its principles. It is 
‘merely a composite half-way house that is 
aimed at. ‘The speeches of thosa who sup- 
ported the resolution revealed that fact very 
clearly. Faure, one of the committee rp- 
sponsible for the resolution, and generally 
considered further to the left than Longuet, 
2 the Second International, but de- 
clared himself unwilling to go to Moscow 
under present circumstances. Longuet 
clearly showed that he does not wish to 
cut himself off from the Social-Patriots by 
declaring that an adequate International 
could not be formed without the British 
Labour Party, the German Independents, 
the Swiss, Swedish and Dutch Social-Dem- 
ocrats—the essence of Socialism was to be 
found in Socialist unity. 

Renaudel, who su the motion to 
adhere to the Second International,, which 
was defeated by an enormous majority, de- 
clared that the pro conference would 
end in the Third International and Bol- 
shevism, and that Bolshevism represented 
the negation of.national defence; and that 
according ta Lenin,’ the first duty of Bol- 
shevism is to help ta defeat one’s own 
country. | 

Renaudel, like the other Social-Patriots, 
refuses to see that defeat in a italist 
war may be the cause of the proletarian 
revolution, and that the downfall of the 

italist government is the necessary pre- 
ta Socialism, lu 
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sion of different in the 

Manca: lex. ist.—Dr. Addison said the 8 
t its mind whether to continue the 

Went Act, hi which Macys oh on June 30th, or to let 
rents soar after 

Factory Hovwurs. — Home Office defented an 
amendment to terminate the war exemption of fac- 
tories from limitation of hours under the Factory 

Acts. Colonel Penry Williams objected to women 
and children being employed between 6 and 10 p.m. 
Major Baird (for the Government) ‘said to shorten 
hours would out of work 20,000 women and 
you persons and a number of young men! 

Another Government lie 
Acents or Fonmex Powrers.—The continuance of 

D.O.R.A. and other war ation was debated. It 
was revealed that. Regulation 18a, ‘‘Prohibition on 
communication with agents of foreign powers 
originally applied to agents of four nations only, 
Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Turk Within t 
last few months it has extended to agents of 
40 to 50 other nations, neutral and Allied. 
— i course this regulation is designed to combat 

erica tn Genel Cockerill urged that such 
regulations should made permanent and incor- 
porated in the Official Secrets Act. 

British Still Fighting with Denikin. 

Marcu 2np.—Churchill stated that on January 
10th 394 British officers and 1,529 of other ranks 
are serving in the British Military Mission with 
General Denikin. This includes 39 officers and 
991 of other ranks in the Air Force. Denikin has 
been made a K. C. B. 

Ex-Service Men. 
The conflict between the ex-service men and the 

police at Westminster Bridge on March Ist arose 
according to the Home Secretary, because 1 is 
an Order which dictates that processions may not 
approach the House whilst it is in session. We 
know that old Order! Asquith arrived at West- 
ininster in procession the other day, but Asquith is 
a capitalist nolitician and were only poor 
working men thrown out of a job! 

£220, was voted for the — of the Paris 
„Peace 5) Conference delegates. Bonar Law said 
600 persons had to be ted. That is 
over £366 per head! This sum is purely for = 
— travelling expenses, salaries, etc., 
not included 
A Coalition Member moved that ee ~ 

South Wales Miners’ Federation Conference and Equal Wages. 
When the agenda for the 8.W.M.F. Conference 

was sent out to the lodges, the amendments to 
the Executive schemes contained therein were those 

three 
rades of work desired by the Executive * 

Conseqaently a large number of lodges did not dis- 
cuss the advisability of n uniform rate ot 
wages for the whole coalfield verthelesd a strong 
demand was put forward for the abolition of the 
different der The reactionary element trotted 
out the ob * argument about the unfairness of 
„ only worked 24 hours in the mine 
— eee the ome fgg as a man who had worked 

ing all his life oe 
— work 

having arrived cing nel re ed td par 

can in the same sore, ote ee eee e area. Such a case w e 60 ing 
that many delegates stated th had their lodges 
only known that the question 5 a uniform wage 
would be raised, they felt 1 they wee have 
been instructed to support, but bei vig trem down to 
items on the agenda, they ‘would have to vote 
against the uniform flat rate. 

Under these conditions the vote was then taken. 
On a show of hands the executive scheme of three 
grades was reported carried by five votes. 
Two Grades at Present. 

Then came the discussion on the 3 
which dealt with the rates of pay to be demanded 
for the various gr and the inclusion or exclu- 

new 
— 5 

ades. 
8/-, 775 and 6/- per d the 1015 standard us 

e ra 
4 ted colliery with 50 per cent. merged” 

In sorting out the various grades the Left Wing 
turned ther on the Executive in a sonny 
— manner. When discussion was 
to who should be in the Third Grade is wad found 
rat Cen? Gam i Sark eae had been included in the 
first two. pee of 5 apg Mie will, — be 
the demand of 
— there are at bess — Pee ; areden, and 
ach one with a ifferent wage, it can be safely 
that the resolution of conference signifies 
Nationalisation : The Executive's Trick. 

The next item on the agenda was: To consider 
— — isation of the mines up- 
on a rt by the members of the M.F.G.B. Execu- 

said 

tive Committee. One remarkable fact seemed to oe 

one 
outstanding in the , and it is the 
acceptance of nati tion as being 
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ving 
Mr. Neal, for the Ministry of Transport, 
Government could take no responsibility for 

re 

Farmers Profits: Bread Up! 
March 3rd. There was a long wrangle in the 

interests of the farmers on the of the 
Government control of food-stuffs. ir A. Griffiths 
Boscawan, on behaif of the Board of Agriculture, 
declared that control is helping to keep up the 
prices, and promised that it will soon come to 
an end. He also promised that the Government 
would introduce a Bill to guarantee still higher 
wheat prices to the farmers than those provided 
in the Corn Production Act, 1917.. That means 
either another rise in -the price of bread, or a 
subsidy by the Government (which ultimately means 
the people) to keep down the price. 

Evading the Tax. . 
Mr. Baldwin, for the Treasury, admitted that 

large amounts escape the Revenue Depart- 
ment: his remedy was more buildings and a larger 
staff; ours is, scrap the whole capitalist 1 

Complaint was made that houses are n sold 
to speculating syndicates, hardship bei us caused 
to the tenants, and that the rents of flats 
have risen from £150 to £250 a year. Dr. Addison 
divulged the fact that from the end of the War 
to January, 560 houses had been built, of which 
309 were in London: 992 houses were in the final 
stage of completion. a ae average cost was 4787 
per house, exclusive of the cost of land and road 
and sewer making. The rents were from 7s. to 20a. 
a week. So this is the sort of thing we are to 
get from the Government’s great reconstruction 
schemes. Building at this rate does not keep pace 
with the annual requirements of the country on 
the pre-war basis. 

Convenient Scruples. 
Questioned regarding the murder’ of Bela Somogyi, 

the editor of a Hungarian Social-Democratic news- 
paper. Colonel Sir H. Greenwood replied on the 
” Governments behalf that it had urged the Hungarian 
Government to punish the murderers, but His 
Majesty's Government would, however, hardly feel 
justified in protesting against the Hungarian people's 
right. to choose any such regime as they prefer, 
provided that there is no restoration of the Haps- 
—— re Oe Ere ST EE ERE ———ů —[—ũ⁴k q Ur 

sSourn WALES NOTES. ty &P. 
ve, the other being an increase in w 

N the intolerable conditions under w 
miners are to-day existing, owing to the high cost 
of living, it scems to be a trick on the part of the 
Executive members to escape their responsibilities 
on the nationalisation issue. They know that the 
miner must have an immediate increase in wages, 
and having threatened to fight and not having suffi- 
cient stamina, they desire to play off nationalisa- 
tion against an increase in wages, and so make ac- 
tion for nationalisation impossi ible. This course 
was in direct ition to the the desires of the rank 
and file, who whilst not 
or Straker 3 are quite pr 
strike action for either, knowing revolutionary 
possibilities contained in a general strike. 

Shall there be a Strike ? 

At this s a supplementary agenda was intro- 
duced into the discussion. This agenda contained 
two resolutions passed at the M. F. G. B. Conference, 
and read as follows: 

(1) “Tnat we ask our delegates to come to our 
hing peng Sr 8 8 to say whether 
or not we al Trades 
Union Caren a 1 Gener trade Union Strike in 
the event of the Government continuing to refuse 
to nationalise the mines.’ 

to this proposal each In case the Congress 
22 Union were pte instructed at once to 

the views of 
its ig Sap 3 1 * strike. i ts members for inst a 

(2) To receive a report f from the Executive Com- 
mittee on the Le e with 
regard to a 

the Government in 
the price of rn 

„ 
pro for the mining Britain as 
a day to the miners of Great Britain: uth Wales 
miners are not to be thus baulked. however, for to 
them it is a matter of complete indifference whether 
an increase in wages comes from “surplus” profits, 

profits, or even from the capital. If the capitalists 
cannot make the industry pay a decent living wage 
then the best monn for them to abdicate in favour 
of the workers, who can. 
The Sup lementary Agenda not having been dis- 

cussed by t lodges, it was decided, after two days’ 
sitting, to adjourn Conference until the 8th in- 
stant to give them the chance to do so. 

More Suap Strikes. 

That the lessons of the recent Rhondda strike 
have been understood by the South Wales miners 

e Er ie 

poe, ee 

Solea and has been using 
ons should be increased to meet the cost of money to fight Soviet Russia. 

£10,000 
of naval stores (oil fuel), and : 
ordnance stores have been sent to Russian meh-of-war. 

there could be no incréase in dependants’ allowances. 

Commission is at Terheran, 

domination in Persia, and ‘the’ effort to 8 an 
alliance between Soviet Russia and Persia. 

during the War from 6d. to £161: 

LL OEE 

Fighting the Soviets. 
Mr. Walter Long simited that sine A“ erg 

worth victualling =e 

No Increased War Pensions. 
March 4th. The Minister of Pensions dectared that 

British Military Aid (& 
Lloyd George said that an Anglos Posies, Military 

a uniform force 
this means British is to be créated. Of course, 

Suspicious Dealings. * 
The British lent public money to 8 Came 

Company during the War, and now, ot 
getting the money back, it has taken shares in the 
Jompany, Mr. Chamberlain. refused to submit the 
arrangement to Parliament. Mr. Remer said © the 
Cellulose family was on the Admiralty black list 
during the War. Shares in this ny  roee 

* ase 28 became excited about 
all the British 1 are ireland still kept d 
War Emergency Laws. 

Solidarity of the Landlords. 
March 5th. Mr, Holmes, on behalf of fhe Labout 

Party, introduced a Bill to fix the purchase price 
of land: at its value as stated by the owner for 
taxation during the previous three years. Of 
—— „ n 
corge woul vo ported a few years ago; 

but it was opposed by 2 Government and defeated. 
e eee er eee ce . 
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has been clearly manifested Baring 

No less than four ‘‘snap”’ strikes have taken place 
Two of these were in the Rhondda | 

between the hauliers and 

pene 
local 1 cave 

* 1 2 2 orker in thei Peat the up wi workers in 
common foe. Action 
to begs neage the workers i in — different ds malign A nen 

meetings be tween the 
While wchemes that Allow tives only concern 

at ‘llow them 1 retain 5 mie vith 

with fons, ithe an unbroken front oy their at- 
tempts to overthrow capitalism 

Miners Down Tools Against Eviction. 

3 ad nat n ae 

ous stri 7 
the colliery o Ly 
the Nee Bonth 

The steelworkers’ erik is. another — 
ample of the growi 
all r*. of ar 
claiming of his g ratio 
— Fe — “hey re an iger 

workers, they very win 
forthwith 

plate industry. ae 
plate is * for Kp. 
is bound to affect the n 

e 
. meet i of 

Sup Committee i for 
was at Cardiff 
arising out of the 
supplies for in : 
ing the ext 
exporters, it was aa t 
to the Coal Con N 1 
rise another 5/-, making 
To sell commodities in 
doubt an en 
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ver their latest name is, 

| nie And Sarthe, I 
& j00 e c Sar iy, 

1 ad a to walt 

director’s breakfast is settled. Just as soon 
the capitalist mends his ways, so shall 

2 V. * don't I answer advertisements then? 
Because one rode a horse and the other 
rhododendron. In other words, stamps cost 
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money; not that I have no money; to tell 
ou a dark secret, I have been doing a 
it of quiet 8 in the neighbourhood. 

But do not tell the police. They would only 
make another of their famous baton 
charges, and these are worse than the 
charges of the grocer and the baker. 
l did once think of forming myself into 
a deputation and a procession with a band 
in front, But I do*not read my news- 

pers in vain. If about 8,000 men can 
be beaten at a game of tag by 200 mounted 
police, I am not hankering for a medal 
to show my bravery at the Battle of West- 
minster Bridge, or the retreat to Beresford 
ag No, sir; for me the quiet pastoral 
life. 1 can always enjoy my adventures 
best with my eyes shut and my head 
9 9 with a 8 not with an extra 
mg baton supplied specially to mounted 

1 

olice. 

Somehow, I and the police never did 
There were 

and threatened to do dreadful things if 
they didn’t get it. But, ones a policeman, 
always a policeman. Those people who 

t the police were coming round to th 
the side of Labour soon found they were 
jolly well mistaken; for whilst the police 
were still talking biggity about themselves 
and their unidn, they were still herding 
the people along, and, incidentally, chasing 
ex-Service men in a game of touch wood. 
Even Labour began to think so much at 
the time that the secretary of the Police 
Union wrote and said it was all a 
mistake. 

Of course it was. It is so easy to swipe 
a man one on the William and Mary, and 
then say it was all a mistake. It is a 
pleasant sort of game for the police. - I 
am not prejudi 3 the police; but 
I am not in love with them either. When 
a policeman joins up he knows what is 
expected of him. And he acts accordingly. 
I’ve had some. 

If 1 were out of work ten times, I'd 
give the police force a miss every time. 
'm not very particular as to the job 1 

get, otherwise. I simply want something 

Day. 
Relative. 

a 

Old Ford Road, 7.30 p.m. 

WwW iamstow Leacug or Ricurs. 
, March 16, Wil al Somers Road, | Morris 

dun Chalmers: 

1 — A 

war. PUBLIC MEETING, BOW BATH HALL. 

(Door open at 7.30 p.m.) 

“What You Want and How to Get It!” 
Speakers : 

SYLVIA PANKHURST, p. A. EDMUNDS, 
HARRY POLLITT, J. TOCHATTI. 

Admission Free. Music. Silver Collection. 

DOVER DIVISIONAL LABOUR PARTY. 

“WHY (BRITISH) RAILWAYMEN ARE - 
DISSATISFIED "—REVIEWS OF KAUTSKY, 
BUKNARIN, KEYNES, &c. — STUDENTS’ 
PAGE (by Mark Starr)—PLEBS BOOKSHELF. 

Sid. from Press Leacug, Ila, P | 
ony 6—— Earls Court, S. W. 5, and from all 

ree. some ple who. 
cheered when the police 9 a rise 

Russian Soviet Commissary for Social Welfare. 
Communism and the Family, by Alexandra Kolontay, 

1 * W ee ae 
SOE gee he ME a ee aes ny eS peu Ly Ba Seats 
T a ‘ 

te 

told me he thought 
to wait was outside. | 

I want to be able to get off 
don’t feel as if I could last er; 
and if it was the . 
to remain at work, but eur good to lie 
down. on Parliament Hill and watch the 
adflies and the aeroplanes cavorting in 
he blue. And maybe write poetry. You 

see, I don’t want much. Not really much. 
That is, 8 I have not a wife 
who wants a little bill like this—which | 
have culled from my favourite Sunday 
newspaper: 

a | & 8. d. 
5 Nightdresses at 17s. IId. each ...... 7 0 
6 pairs Lawn Combs at 17s. 9d. pair 5 6 6 
6 jisoles at 6s. IId. each ............ 21 6 
3 White Lace Petticoats at 18s. 9d. each 216 3 
1 Black Satin-faced Petticoat ............ 010 9 
3 Spun Silk Vests at 10s. 6d. each ...... 111 6 
1 Rose-pink Quilted Silk Dressing Gown 1 9 6 
3 Pairs of Pure Silk Stockings at 88. 6d. 

WED «pki cna ceaeu vad sa A 1 5 6 
8 Pairs Artificial Silk Stockings at 

4s. 6d. pair ee OEE 013 6 
8 pairs of Sports Ribbed Stockings at 
f »» 9 

1 Navy Coating Serge Costumne 6 6 0 
1 Putty Gabardine Costume ............... 9 9 0 
3 Crepe-de-Chine Blouses at 41 Is. 9d. 
: ĩ sdeeatenvencstacsizss 8 8 8 

1 Silk Stockinette Frock kk 8 18 6 
11ü•üũ—“Um — . ͤ „„. 515 6 
1 Gabardine Coat Frock ..................... 616 6 
1 Charmeuse Wedding Dres 10 10 0 
J) ee tis che cn dcceiecneiensescsne 5 8 0 
4 pairs Shoes at 41 9s, 9d. ............... 5 19 0 
2 pairs Satin Shoes at 396 . 318 0 

£89 16 3 

No, ma’am’; it may be the ladies priv- 
il to ask at Leap Year. Most certainly; 
but it is a man's privilege to say No.“ 
A girl who wants er ye pounds 
for a trousseau is giving herself wit too 
cheaply. My future will plunge recklessly’ 
to ninety pounds. 

And, meantime, pending a kind-hearted 
capitalist, I am learning to play Bridge. 
— ong Westminster Bridge, I thank you 
indly. 

The People's Russian Information Bureau 
| 183. Fieet Street, London, . c.. 

Each. Des. 
Russian Soviet Constitution .. . 34. 2/3 
Ir os 

Counter-Revolutionaries, 

84. 

84. 

4. 

24 
2d. 

2d. 

24. 1/6 
id. 94. 
14 04. 

id. 94. 
id. 94. 
id 4 

id. 414. 

414. 
414. 
414. 

4d. 
6d. 

ms’ Be a Workers’ Sociariét Feprration, at 152, Fleet Street, 
London, B. O.. 


