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THE -REVOLUTION IN GERMANY: The Present Situation. 
BY OUR SPECIAL ‘ CORRESPONDENT. 

At present there are three sections of the 
Workers’ Movement in Germany. The Noske 
Party, the Socialdemocratische Partei Deutsch. 
land, ig nomidally, though probably no longer 
aciualiy, the largest. It id the shield and ally 

of the bourgeois reaction. 
The second party in size is the Independent 

Socialist Party or U.S, P, D,, its name in 
German being: U nabhangige Socialdemocratische 
Partei Deutschlands, The third party, the 
Communist Party, ‘was originally called the 
Spartakusbund; it was the Party of Rosa Lux. 
‘emburg and Kari Liebknecht being formed by 
them when they left the U.S P. D. last 
December. 

The Communist Party has just, during the 
last few weeks, split into two sections on the 
question of Parliamentary action and the One 
Big Union. The Parliamentarian  seciion, 

_ which retains the name Spa:takusbund as a sub. 
title, claims to te the largest Party and to it 
have adhered 25 members of the Executive, 
18 wembers having leit to form the Anti-Par 
liamentary section; 6 members of the Executive 
have not declared themselyce. It is stili hoped 
by some members of the Party that the division 
‘may be bridged over; byt already the rival 
sections are 
newspapers. 

In Frankfort on Maine where the entire 
Communist Party was very small, the Anti- 
Parliamentarians have the jarger following, and 
have started a daily newspaper of their own, 
the “Rote Fahne”; the Parliamentary section 
joins with the town of Hanover in a daily 
newspaper called the “‘Freiheit.”’ 
On Friday, November 7ti, the Communists of 

Germany heid demonstrations to celebrate the 
anniversary of the Bolzhevik Kevolution. In 
some tawns there, dcimonstrations were atsended 
by many thousands of people, butin Frankfort 
the Communist Parliamentarians were only able 
_to hoid a small meeting in the evening. It was 
asad gathering; the café, in which a room had 
been reserved, was a small poor piace, not too 
clean. Avout 30 men and women, mostly of 
the working class, were present; and as the deal 
tables and benches were arranged as usual, 
some of the people sat with their backs to each 
other, whilst some were face to face. Glasses 
of beer and cups of cofiee were brought in by 
the waiter—-one must pay for one’s place of 
course, It was very cold and the workers looked 
pale and exhausted. A heated discussion began 

publishing their own separate 

_ between some men who shouted at one another 
 meroes the room; shen hali a dozen men and 
women strode out; they bad gone to tha Anti- 
Parliamentariaus. Afserwards harmony reigned. 
Speeches were delivered by various comrades. 
Que of thém wasa member of the Party Exe. 
cutive and is a fugitive living in secret. All 
the members of the Executive are new fugitives 
for the coercion of the Noske Government ts very 
harsh. A comrade who had been through the 
Munich Revolution also spoke. His voice 
thrilled with an almost tragic fervour, but his 
hearers were apparently unmoved: they were 
tired and the room was very cold. 

Sunday, November 9th, is the anniversary of 

the first Germap Revolution, The Independent 
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Socialist Party desired. to pelebrate it through- 
out Germany. Noske's Government forbade any 

demonstration in Berlin, where great strikes are 

now takingzplace. In many towns however de- 
monstrations” were held. © In}Frankfort the [n- 
dependents bad a meeting and procession in the 
morning, and in the afternoon they engaged all 

the seats in all the theatres for their members, 

It was a wet Sunday morning. 
very grey, About three thousand & 
women assembled for the procession, 
head of the procession wasa@ red flag | with a 

little erépe hanging te it. A few small card- 

board tn ried on broomstieks hailed the 

Revolution, Membersof the laternational Union 
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of Discharged Seldiers carried two cardboard 
posters ; one bore a drawing of « boot and the 
question : ‘Where are they?’ the other « draw- 
ing of an overcoat and the same question. The 
band played rather dismally ; the 
tried to encourage themselves by c . “Up 

with the Revolution!’ The company brightened 
sensibly and eagerly cheered half a dozen sailors 
whom they saw aloft in an imitation boat, 
mounted on s motor and flying the red flag. The 
sailorsjwere amonget those who began the Revo- 
lution ; they were no longer sailors, but, mas- 
querading in their .old part to.day, they were 
eagerly cheered Presently the proce»sion stopped 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

and One saw that in the boat was bright-eyed 
vivacious little woman—Toni Sender, the Editor 
of the Independent Socialist paper, the ‘Frank- 
furter Volkerecht,’ and one of the best known 
leaders of the U.S. P.D. in Frankfort. 

An InTERVIzgw wire Toni Senpgr, 

Toni Sender belongs to the left wing of the 
Independent Socialist Party ; some Communists 
say she is a Communist. 

She received me in her office at the ‘‘Volks- 
recht,” and was business-like and to the point. 
1 asked her for her views on the present situ- 
ation and the position of the various parties, and 
pe broke into the subject at once without more 

o. 
She said that the enemies of thé Revolution 

had seized the leadership, had secured the Gov- 
ernmental power, and had ased it to turn the 
Revolution to the advantage of the bourgeoisie, 
The bourgeois journal, the ‘Frankfirter Zeitung,’ 
had just eulogised Noske as one who had known 
how to give the right direction to the Revola- 
tion sud to guideit away from dangerous tend- 
encies. | 
_ Lhe previous week the Noske Party had 
issued an appeal for unity, becanse the workers 
are leaving the Party in great numbers, Bat 
the spurious character of this appeal. for unity 
was immediately revealed. Bernstein, ohe of 
Noske’s old comrades, who like Noske had sup. 
ported the war, bad afterwards joined the Inde- 
peudents but leit them when at their conference 

tast March they had declared for the dictator- 
ship oi the proietariat. Bernstein does not ap- 
prove of dictatorship : like Noske(as like Hen. 
Gerson aud Lioyd George) and other opponents 
of the Soviets, be stands for “democracy.” 
Berdstein recently formed an. organisation for 

securipg unity in the Socialist movement, de. 
biriug woat all the sections should work together 
in harmony. Bernstein's orgs nisation bad printed 
& leaitst appealing for unity which contained a 
very wild oriticism of the Government policy. 
But Noske ailows no criticiam ; his minions 
seizcd the leaflet in order that it might not be 
circulaied, 

Toen Toni Sender gave mea Frankfort ex. 
péerieuce of a year ago. The Independents had 
issued an appeal to the workers to leave the 
fuctories aud hold a, meeting on the 9th of 
Novemver a year ago. The Noske Party, which 
had iormed @ committees in conjunction with the 
Mayer and the military commander of Frankfort, 
then asked the military commander to send 
Boldiers to disperse the meeting of the Indepen- 
deuts, and the soldiers attacked the people with 
their Duyouets. 

In order to evade the conditions of the Peac® 
Treaty, which limite the number of the German 
Army, Noske basa introduced militarised police, 
He uaa also organised a force calied the Kin. 
woluerwehren, These are unarmed guards who 

Can ve called up and armed on occasion. Mem- 
bers oi the Kinwobnerwehren are enrolled from 
amougst the landowning bourgeoisie in country 
districis, where the force was firet formed, but 
BOW it 18 also being formed in the towns, Noske’s 
excuse for tuus vioiauing the ‘Treaty is that these 
exira forces are needed for preserving internal 
order, but the country is most orderly; the. 
Worsers at present seem too tired to rebel. 
“But evidently the explanation bas satisfied the 
Allies, for tney bave not followed up their 

Original protest. Tke Allies also fear internal 
disoruer, and are anxious that Germany shall 
not becowe auother Soviet Republic. 

The Noske Government has also started the 
Techniscue Nothiife, a reserve force of trained 

biacklegs to be calied in when the workers go on 
stmke, The force is said to have worked badly 

and to bave done a good déal of damage during 
ita operations, but tne Government may be able 

to increase its efficiency. This force is a replica 

of the voluateere enrolled in the Winnipeg general 

strike and other strikes in Canada and the United 

States, and in Britain also during the recent rail- 

way strike, Capitalism is international in its 

methods, When it finds an expedient wefaul in 
nd 

~ country it speedily applies it in other 

In the first days of the Revolution the Arbei- 
terrat (the Workers’ Councils or Soviets) seized 
the right to elect the chief of police in each 
district, and also a committee to act. with him. 
The first chief of police elected in Frankfort 
was a member of the Noske Paity; the second 
an Independent—»o things are moving towards 
the Left in Germany. (At the last meeting of 
the Arbeiterrat the Independent supported by 
the Communist representatives carried a reso- 
lution brandmmg the Noske Social Democrats as 
counter revolutionaries, whereupon the Noske 
Party left the Chamber.) The Independent 
representative on the Committee and the chief 
of police report that they have made no request 
for any of these extra forces, nor were they 
notified of the enrolment of the Einwohner- 
wehren, the operations of which (if it were to 
exist at all) would naturally be under their 
control. : 

Now the Goternment has dismiseed both the 
Chief of the police and his Commitiee and has 
itself appointed a new Chief of police. 

In Frankfort there has as yet been little of the 
White terror that has reigned so fiercely in other 
towns. But this move of the Government is 
exceedingly ominous. In Frankfort the workers 
bave a police force of theirown numbering 1,200 
persons which is hated and feared by the bour- 
geoisie, itis thought that the intention is to 
dissolve this force and perhaps also the Ar- 
beiterrat. 

“But,” I asked, “what are the prospects of an- 
other Kevolution and how long is it to be ex. 
pected thatthe present Government will retain 
its power?” Toni Sender replied that the 
Noske Party had greatly dwindled especially in 
Berlin. In the last Municipal electious it poiled 
in some constituencies bo more than 50 or 75 
votes, But, as in Britain, the Trade Union 
Secretaries are almost all reactionaries and be- 
long to the Noske Party; this has ,itherto 
given that Party a certain influence over the 
organised woikers. But this influence is wan- 
ing, At the recent Congress of the Metal 
Workers’ Union, which is the largest Unioo in 
Germany, the Party opposed to Noske was 
found to be in the majonty, 

‘“‘But what in your opinion are the prospects 
of Revolution?" Everyone else to whom I 
had put this question either spoke with dismal 
pessimism of a lengthy waiting, or refused to 
make a prophecy of avy kind. But Ton Sender 
is an optimist; she thinks, though she admits 
that she cannot speak with any degree of cer- 
tainty, that a revolution may come during the 
winter, because the shortage of food and coal 
may be such that the people will rebel, and only 
a Communist Admivistration will be able to 
face the situation. lf the present Government 
can exist during the winter ite position will be 

greatly strengthened. ’ 

Toni Sender emphatically insisted that the 
German character is not revolutionary, and that 
only the war, the defeat, and the bdelicf that 

the Government was to blame bad goaded the 
people to the first revolution. 

Ithen asked whether Toni Sender thought 
the revolutionary feeling in the German Army 
and Navy, and, amongst the workers, and the 
indiscipline arising therefrom, bad been the 
cause of Germany's defcat in the war, or had 
been a large contributory cause, She said that 
probably the temper of the people had had some 

influence on the situation. There had been a 

revolt in the Navy 15 months before, but she 

did not think it could be said that revolutionary 

indiscipline had caused Germany's defeat in the 

war. 
The Independents accept the Soviets and the 

Proletarian Dictatorship. But now I inquired 

more closely into the position of the Independ- 

ent Socialist Party, ‘Toni Sender assured me 

that it is working for revolution, and that it 

stands for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat 

1 en a eee, a a ww one, Sees - nti ee de hn ee a 
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during the revolutionary period, and for th 
abolition of Parliament and the substitution of 
the Soviets. 

Tois is exceedingly important. It is gonerally 
believed in England, that of the German Parties 
only the Communists, or as they are more com. 
monly calied, the Spartacists, support these 
principles. Toni Sender explained that the In. 
dependent Socialist Party had adopted these 
principles by an enormous majority at its Con. 
gress last March, She further siated that in her 
opinion had it been possible to hold a Congress 
before Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht lef; 
the Party, the majority of the Party would have 
been found to support their policy and the split 
which resulted in the formation of the Com. 
munist Party would not have taken place. Bern. 
stein, as she had told me earlier, had left the 
Party at this juncture, 

Kavurexy Iso.atep, 

Kauieky is also in the. opposition to the 
majority of the Party; indeed he occupies an 
isolated position and the hope is freely ex. 
pressed by Indeyendents that he will leave the 
Party with which he no longer agrees. Kautsky 
opposes the idea of the Dictatorship of the Pro- 
letariat and the Soviets; he wishes (like 
Noske!) to remain faithful to “‘demoeracy.” 
The independents who have now become the 
majority in the Party reply that until wo have 
economic freedom, democracy is impossible ; it 
is merely a phrase. The pretentled democracy 
of bourgeois society, merely cheats and misleads 
the wo: kers. 

But this is Communist theory, as I pointed 
out to Miss Sender. She agreed with this ob- 
servation: indeed she said that the programme 
adopted by the Independent Socialist Party at 
its Murch Congress. is practically that of the 
Communists. 

As to the question of immediate revolution 
—-Toni Sender had explained that she was 
merely expressing her own view in saying that 
phe thinks the Revolution may come this 
winter, though there are others amongst her 
comrades who cherish the same hope, The 
Independents believe it useless to make 
isolated attempts at revolution in certain towns, 
as this merely gives the Government the op. 
portunity to crush them eeparately. The re. 
volutionary force must not be dissipated by 
sectional attempts, but must be conserved for 
a general effort. . 

Similar observations had been made to me by 
all the German Communists with whom I had 
discussed this point. Somehad even said that it 
will net be possible to make a successful prole- 
tarian revolution in Germany till: the peasant 
landbolders are converted to Communism, and 
that this will be a difficult work. I put this 
point to Toni ‘Sender.* She replied that she did 
not think it possible to win all, or even the 
great mass of the small peasants for Communism 
until after the Revolution, when they would be 
won by the fight which the Soviet would make 
to dispossess the great landowners, She thought 
that in Germany the Revolution could, in the 
first instance be mainly one of the industrial 
workers; the peasants would follow, . In Russia, 
of course, the initial co-operation of the peasants 
had been essential. One must not even expect 

to win all the industrial workers until after the 
first act of revolution, for the more apathetic 
would not take part until the benefits of Com- 
munist life began to be seen in actual fact. 

The sailors of the mercantile marine are, she 
gays, very revolutionary, just as the sailors 

the vanished Navy had become, 

The railway workers were only allowed %& 

form a Union on condition that that Union 

not call a strike; and during the war such § 

Union hud been formed. The rai!way workers 

are now very revolutionary, indeed they form the 

advance guard of the German workers. 

is of immense importance, for it means & great 

advantage for the revolutionaries and disadvan: 
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tage for the Government in transporting food 
and troops, 
From the discharged soldiers Toni Sender hopes 

little ; they crave rest and peace and some of the 
joy of life after their horrible experiences in 
the trenches; they shrink from plunging again 
into the turmoil «f warfare. ‘“‘A woman can 
understand that,” she says; “others have placed 
much faith in -vhat they weuld do, especially the 
Communists, but I have never expected much 
from them,” 

I enguired of Toni Sender as to the position of 
the Independents concerning Parliament and 
Parliamentary action. In England I had heard 
that the Independent Party desires a dual organ- 
isation in the Socialist State—a combination of 
Parliament and the Soviets, She replied ‘most 
emphatically that this ie not so, saying that the 
Independents at their March Congress had 
clearly affirmed that the Soviets must supersede 
and abolish Parliamext when the proletarian 
Revolution comes. 

Toni Sender observed that Lenin, in his book 
replying to the renegade Kautsky, had said that 
the Soviet organisation is for Russia only and that 
each country will devise its own organ of prolet- 
arian dictatorship. ‘‘Bot ws do not say that,” 
declared Toni Sender, “we wish to adopt pre- 
cisely the Soviet form, What other form is 
suggested? The critics suggest no other form ,; 
it is the form which the workers instinctively 
choose as soon as the Revolution breaks out: it 
is the form of our own German ‘Arbeiterrat,’ 
which sprang into being with the Revolution.” 
In the meantime the Independent Party con- 
tests Parliamentary elections and considere it 
necesdary to doso as long as Parliament exists. 

That is not our position, but as I have pre. 
viously stated it is the position of the majority 
section of the German Communists. Toni Sender 
observed that Radek had written from prison 
saying that it was ridiculous to make participa. 
tion in Parliamentary elections a question of 
principle, it being a question merely of tactics. 

On the question of indvetrial organisation Toni 
Sender asserted that the Independent position 
is precisely that of the majority Communists. 
The minority Communists desire, she said, to 
destroy the old Unions and to form one great 
Union, apparently on I.W.W, lines. The reply 
of the Independents and right wing Communists 
is: ‘“If you wish a victorious Revolution you 
must bring the mass of workers with you. You 
must not, by attacking the existing Unions, allow 
the masses cf more indifferent workers to become 
the tools ef a reactionary Trade Union seocre- 
tary.” 

I asked Toni Sender quite pointedly whether 
the Exeoutive of the Independent Socialist Party 
is in favour of the proletarian Revolution, the 
Soviets and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, 
She replied that all the mémbers of the Fixecu. 
tive have declared their adberence to the March 
Conference decisions, though there ie a right and 
a left wing inthe Party and on the Executive, 

Then I asked whether the Party would adhere 
to the Second or the Third International. She 
replied that this question is not yet settled. The 
Party is agreed that the Second International is 
dead, and she thinks that the majority does not 
desire to be represented there again: but some 
members would like to send delegates to the 
Second International once more. in order to con. 
demn it, A large number of Independents de. 
sires to join the Third International and Toni 
Sender herself belongs to this-section. The 
others say that the Third International has 
branded the Independents as traitors and that 
therefore they cannot go to the Third Interna. 
tional; but must ask for a conference of the 
Third International and those parties in the 
Second International which are willing to form 
a new International. They argue that they do 
not wish to be cut off from the Western nations ; 
apparently they ignore the fact that Italy has 
adhered to the Third International and they 
either do not know or will not admit that there 
are parties in France, Britain and America who 
have joined the Third International. Thev desire 

ve 

they say, an International which shall be a suo- 
cessor to Zimmerwald and Kienthal, “bat,” 
said Toni Sender, “that is impossible, for Zim- 
merwald and Kienthal were merely Pacifist con- 
ferences.” 

Finally, I asked her: “What are the gains of 
the firat Revolution in Germany?" She replied 
that all the substantial cains were cecured in the 
first week of the Revolution, and most’ of these 
have since been lost. 

“We secured the right to freedom of meeting, 
freedom of assembly. and freedom of the press, 
but now we have less freedom in these respects 
than we had before the war. Our meetings are 
often prevented by the authorities; public de- 
monstrations ara very rarely permitted, Almost 
all the Communist newspapers have been sup- 
pressed, pres Aa the Independent Socialist news- 
papers, and alsothe newspaper of the Socialist 
Youth. The offices of Socialist Parties are fre. 
quently raided. 

**Domestic servants and land-workers had not 
the rights of other workers: their conditions 
were almost those of the Middle Ages’: a Billo! 
Rights was passed for them, but it has been with- 
drawn. An 8.hour day was adopted, but now 
re: age of infringements are being intro- 
uced, 

‘The law militarising the labour of all workers 
up to 70 years of age, which had been passed 
during the war, which was agreed to by the 
Noske Party and made with its assistance, was 
of course repealed in the first days of revolution: 
but+it must have disappeared with the end of 
the war in any case.” NA 

In fact Toni Sender assured me that the 
coercion of* the Noske Government is much 
more extreme than the coercion of the old Gov. 
ernment in peace time, and in some respecta it 
is even more rigorous than was the Kaiser's Gov- 
ernment in war time. The reason is obvious : 

. Capitaliem is now more alarmed about the war 
at home than i¢ was either during or before the 
war, 

Toni Sender complains that the renegade Socia- 
lists are more dangerous than the bourgeoisie 
because they have an intimate knowledge of 
the methods and organisation of the Socialists. 
Of course, that is why the capitalists find the 
renegades so useful, 

It is very important that the members of the 
independent Socialist Party, have been con- 
verted by the logic of events to declare in favour 
of the principles of Communism, and to admit, 
in large measure the wisdom of Communist 
tactics; it shows that Germany is being con. 
verted to Communism. 

But whatever may be said, it seems obvious 
that the conversion had not taken place when 
Luxemburg and Liebknecht left the Party ; for 
if those who remained in the Independent Party 
had then really agreed with Laxemburg and 
Liebknecht, they would have joi them and 
added their strength to the Communist forees 'n 
the moment of crisis. | 

In order to judge ‘mpartially Miss Toni 
Sender’s claim that there is no essential differ. 
ence between the programme of the Oommunist 
Party, and that which the Independent Soc‘alists 
adopted at their last Congress in March, I asked 
for a of those rerolutions. I append them 
here. “They show that the U. 8. P. is as yet 
committed to piece-meal reforms only, The com- 
promise it proposes is auite untenable and thor- 
oughly unscientific. Were the U.8.P. to possess 
the governing power in Germany to-da; it could 
not put into practice this programme; either it 
would move to the right or to the left, It is 
impossible that the state of affairs envisaged in 
paragraph 5 should continve to exist side by side 
with the Soviets and the Dictatorship the 
Proletariat. It is remarkable that the U. 8. P. 
should be willing to allow banking to remain in 
capitalist hands. to the later stages of its Com. 
munist Revolution. Miss Senders own com. 
ments on the policy declared in paragraph 9 will 
suffice to condemn ir. 

RRSOLUTION Cte _— MME oF 

In November, 1918, the workers and soldiers of 

Germany conquered the state power. But they 
did not éonsolidate their power nor overcome the 
capitalist class domination. The leaders of the 
Right Wing Socialists renewed the pact with the 
houreois, and this jeopardised the interests of the 
proletariat. They carry on a conftised policy with 
the words Democracy and Socialism. In the capi- 
taliet order of society, democratic rights are mere 

phantoms. As long as a freedom is not 

accompanied by economic freedom and inde- 
pendence, there is no true democracy. Bocialisa- 
tion, as the Richt Wing Socialists carry it ont, 
is an illusion. Ther are satisfied, out of con:idera- 
tion for. capitalist interests, with a ‘‘mixed- 

economic’? management and even with only’ ‘public 
control,’’ The class-conscious proletariat hag recog: 
nised that a war for freedom can be conducted by 
it alone, and not merely by the former orrenisa. 
tions, but it is necessary to do it with a 
new proletarian fighting organisation, which must 

be established. 
The proletarian revolution has created this 

fighting organisation in the Soviet aystem. Tt 
unites the working masses in their efforts for 

revolutionary action. It gives the proletariat the 
right of self-covernment in industry, in the muni- 
cipality, mei gM the State. It accomplishes the 

transformation of the Capitalist to the Socialist 

economic order. In ve sy ong td countries, the 
Soviet syctem is develop rom same economic 

conditions and becomes the bearer of the prole- 
tarian world revolution 

It is the urgent duty of the U.8.P. to he the 
banner hearer of class-conscious proletariat in 
ita revolutionary war for fr . The U.8.P 
stands for the Soviet, svstem. It eupnorte the 
Soviets in their strugele for economic and political 
power. It strives. for the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat, for ~ represen tation of tne mreres as 

dictatorshi ips os rea 

demna all purposelessa ) 
the y na at te persons, but the overthrow of 
the capitalist svstem. 
The immediate demands of the U.8.P. are:-— 

he opera seed Sena Government, te co-operation he Sov in 
ener, State and municipal administration, 
and in< ; 

2. Com dissolution of the old army. 
promut dissolution of the mercenary army |‘ com- 
eome of ag oye Kw gg nee of the 

rgeoisie, the raising A ple’s army from 
the aie of the Hs ie Plc von. workers, self- 
government in the people’s army and election of 
re Beers by the men, the abolition of the court- 
martial. : 

8. The socialisation of all capitalist under. 
takines ia to begin at once. It ia to be carried 
out forthwith in the mining and power-producing 
industries (coal, water, power, electricity), in the 
concentrated jron and steel production as well as 
in other highly developed industries, banking and 
ineurance systems incinded. La pronertias 

The 

r | 
and forests are to be socialised. It is the duty of 

ic improvements, as w 
ment of the organisation to ¢) 

In the towns, private owner 
ad 

» me. 
and and property 

ship. and the municipality is to 

« pelle and 
sb. The 

is to pass to communal peck 
provide sufficient 

rt taxes. 
to be annulled, but indemnities 

d be granted to the needy, the 
societies, institutions and the munici 

6. Social legislation to he 
and care of mothers 

; protection 
and children, war widows. 

are to have an assured oxis- 
are to have 

new regulations for public 

ht of | 
transference to 

nations. immediate resumption of d 
matic relations with the Russian Soviet Repu 

P The re-establishment HE 

* 

\ ote 
OT en 

. - 
- She . ‘ eae ae 
ae ee 

oie 
toka 4 . 

+o ane aa es 4 . ay 
© pgs 



Ne er ew oe —_— 

\ 

THE) WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

THE WORKERS’ 
DREADNOUGHT 

Editor: Syivia Pankhurst 

Published by the Workers’ Socialist Federation. 

Annual Subscription, post free—10s. 10d 
Back Numbers, 444., post free. 

MSS. should be addressed tothe Hditor at 

400, Old Ford Road, London, B.3. 

All business communications to the MANAGER 

152, Fleet Street, London, B.C. 4. 
Telephone . Central 7240. 

Vol. V1. No, 38 Sat., Dec. 13th, 1919 

HANDS OFF RUSSIA. 
CamMRADES,— 

Lloyd George's statements on the inter- 
vention in Russia mean :— 

1. That there is to be a long and sanguinary 
struggle in Russia. | 

2. That the British Government, with the 

ether Allied Governments, intend to hold a con- 
ference to decide how best to attack the 

- Boviets. 

$. Thatan effort is to be made to secure com- 

bined action against the Soviets .by all the 
anti-Soviet forces and to cement the differences 

hetween the Pan Russians and the various 

small Nationalist or Provisional capitalistic 

sections. It is hoped that these sections may 

eease disputing amongst themselves and unite 
to fight the Government of the Russian 
workers. 

4 That meanwhile the boycott of Soviet 

Russia is to continue and trade is to be opened 
up with Denikin in South “Russia. The’ 
territory under his domination is to be supplied 

with lavish supplies of any and raw 
- materials it may be short of and especially with 
manufactured articles. Denikin some time 

ago sent-.a message to the British counter. 
revolution that shoes and domestic utensils 
were more necessary to his contest in Russia 

than further supplies of arms 

5. In the meantime the British Army and 
Navy go home for the winter, as not much 

fighting can be done in Russia . during the 
winter. It is too late for the Navy to make 

further attempts to take Petrograd this yer": 

We must not be too sure that the whole of 

the British Army and Navy is leaving at 
present and that neither soldiers nor sailors are 
‘remaining in South Russia. Terminological 

inexactitudes are so very common in the 

mouths of Cabinet Ministers that we cannot 

rely on any statements made bv the Govern. 

ment. | : 

6 The Government has spent nearly 

£100.000,000 in fighting Soviet Russia, and has 

rounded off the sum with a ‘‘final’’ £15,000,000. 

Does that mean ‘‘final’’ for this year? = Or 

does it mean ‘‘final”’ till Denikin makes another 

ppeal or ‘‘final’’ till he obeys the British 

struction to enter into a working agreement 

with the other anti-Soviet forces in Russia? 

Or is the word final just a ‘‘terminological 

inexactitude’’ tacked on for the benefit of the 

‘next Labour Party Congress? 

Llovd George says he’ believes that the 

* Soviets can more easily be suppressed by the 

tactics of intrigue, the blockade and so on than 

by the sword. Probably he is right; the 

Germans declare that it was the British 
blockade which caused them to lose the war. 

The Hungarian Soviet was overthrown mainly 

by the blockade and by intrigue, by the false 

ise that if the Communist Government 

and the Soviets were but replaced by a Par 

hamentary Socialist Government the Allies 

would at once make peace with Hungary, and 

the people would have food. The hideous 

White Terror and fierce reaction that followed 
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SOCIALISM. By G. M. Serrati. 

* 

. We print with special satisfaction this brief 
contribution of Comrade G. M. Serrati. Editor of 
the official organ of the Italian Socialist Party. the 
“Avanti! “and of the fortnightly review, “ Com- 
MUNISM.” 
The “Avanti!” now in its 28rd year of existence, 

put up a splendid fight during the war against 
militarism ; had its offices burnt by the paid agents 
of Jingoism, and its Editor imnrisoned for many 
months ; printed in three editions, at Milan, Rome, 
ye Turin, it basa circulation of oyer 300,000 copies 

ily. 
It was greatly owing to the truly Socialistic and 

uncompromising attitude of Comrade Serrati and 
of his able co-adjutors, who in the dark hours of 
the war, when hatred amongst European nations 
was uppermost, kept sending forth daily messages, 
both of hope and of fearless criticism, that the 
Italian workers kept their faith in Socialism.’ This 
has been proved by the result of the recent elections. 
returning 156 Socialist Deputies out of a total of 
508, under the clear under:tanding that they should 
‘not lose themselvesin the quagmire of “parliament- 
arism,” but aim straight to the goal: the overthrow 
ef the present system. 

Serrati himself refused to stand for Parliament: 
chosing for himself the gréater freedom ef his pen. 

Ep W. D. 

For some time past we Italian Socialists 
have been the recipients of frequent and sin- 
cere congratulations, We receive them from 
comrades belonging to the nations that took 
part in the war with the imperialist coaljtion 
of the Central Empires, as well as trom com- 
rades of: the Powers that were with the 
Entente. They all praise our straightforward 
and energetic attitude, holding it up as an 
example, These compliments, even if they 
might flatter the pride of some of us, cause 
in others, myself among thei, some sad reflec- 
tions. ite ee 

Internationalism, both as @faith sincerely 
held and as a method sturdily defended, must 
have fallen—and still be—very low, if so 
much merit could and can be attributed to 
those who haye simply remained Internation- 
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have shown how base are the intrigues of 
capitalism. 

We are dealing with the same forces that 
overthrew the Hungarian Soviets. Llovd 
George has plainly stated that his Govern- 
ment’s present tactics against the Soviets are 
likely to prove more fatal to their existence than 
the warfare hitherto carried on. We must 
therefore re-double our efforts against the 
intervention. 

We must demand :—~ 

1. The recognition of the Soviets Govern. 
ment. 

2. The i ediate stoppage of any form of 
intervention in Russia. 

8. That neither military, naval, financial aid, 
nor munitions, be sent to the enemies of Soviet 
Ruasia. | 

A rank and file conference should be held mm 
make those demands and further, to move :— 

4. A vote of censure on the Executives of the 
Trade Union Congress, the Triple Alliance, and 
the Labour Party for not having taken action 
to secure a general strike to stop the interven- 
tion, | 

5. A resolution to hold a general strike on a 
date decided by the conference to compel the 
Government to recognise Soviet Russia and to 

comply with the demands set out in 1, 2 and 3. 

6. The election of a strike committee. 

Not only should this rank and file conference 
be heid, but the same resolutions should be 
moved at the Labour Party Congress itself. We 

call on the B.S.P. and the rebel trade av. 
industriel unionists at the congress to do this. 

KE. Syvtvia PANKRURST. 
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alists. We have done nothing of specia) ; 
portance, nothing out of the way fag bee 
only remained ourselves ; not changed our 
colours; we have not lowered our flag. 

All the past International Socialist Con. | gresses had foreseen the ibilit 
as theioutcome of the ¢ ide ceanine 
of society, of unsocial and unchecked 
tition, of commercial rivalry. All had oe 
—s aera “colonialism,” 
which are capitalist instruments of oppressi 
a8 being the seeds of an loteitable: ina 
national conflagration. All had warned the 
proletariat of every country against the terrible 
danger, and had strongly appealed to the 
workers not to let_ themselves be caught in 
the deadly trap of Nationalism. 

Before the tragic days of August, 1914, not 
a single Socialist ever did consider it possible 
that a follower of that current. of thought 
which aims at the emancipation of the work. 
ing class from the yoke of wage-.slayery by 
the socialisation of wealth through the method 
of the clase struggle, could, even for a moment 
give adhesion to nationalist, jingo and warlike 

protection, 

_ tactics and’ philosophy. We Italian Socialists 
| to our past have therefore only stood taithfu 

doctrine, and for this fealty we have, indeed 
not any great or special merit. 3 
On ps —_ hand, those pretended Social- 
iste, of whatever country they be. a 
to be blamed, who, i sO adas caabane 
talist and international declarations made 
during those years of propaganda against 
militarism and against. war, have let them- 
selves be swept away by the first tremor of 
the tempest, and have lost their reason 
thereby arid their conscience. They, truly, 
have been 
class. 

Happily for the workers, although it may 
be said with some truth that ideals do keep 
~. and progress with the footsteps of men, 
yet it is also true that events—in spite of 
the betrayal by the leaders—themselves pro- 
duce the forces necessary for the triumph of 
the working class. When the Vanderveldes, 
the Thomases, the Scheidemanns, the Noskes, 
the Bissolatis, and the Hyndmans became 
betrayers, the proletariat sent forth from its 
own ranks the Liebknechts, the Sadouls, 

Lenin repays for all and sundry traitors. 
Thus the sadness in our soul for so many 
defections disappears, overcome by the satis- 
faction of a duty fulfilled and by the joyous 
recognition that the Red Flag of class-revolu- 
tion Is hoisted every day higher and higher. 
This flag, is now in the safe keeping of the 
strong hands of the workers. Socialism no 
longer is the doctrine of a few intellectual 
leaders. iA 

Socialism is now the religion of the masses. 

English Comrades: it is in the name of 
this great religion that the Italian workers, in 
the approaching days of Christmas, send you 
wholehearted greetings, full as they are of the 
hope that the day of redemption for us all 
shall not be long in coming. 
See nase aaeeneeneee eee 

the betrayers of the working 

EN ROUTE. 

The sun goes down in softness on the hills, 
And through the mist along the river road 
The train rolis dreadfully, as rolls this. world, 
Through fainting dreams and groping veils of 
thought, 
With bold necessity unto ite doom. 

Max EasTMAN. 
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_ dressed by the editor, Serrati. The spe 
_ fag over, the crowd peacefully ¢ ed on its 

Be . In less than a minute, when it was close 
to the ‘‘Sirene Bridge’’ over the canal, a bomb 
exploded some feet in front of the first 

_ panks, wounded twelve persons, some of them 
- probably fatally, If the bomb had exploded 
- glose to the oncoming parade, or a few instants 
- later, scores of persons would have been 

~ Just before the moment of the explosion 
_ three soldiers in the uniform of the ‘*Anditi’’ 

witnesses to deposit the 
bomb, and ri run off by a small side street. On 
were 

the as bombs and other explosives 
were found i pit of the caidas etiaes or 
club-rooms of the ‘‘Arditi,’’ where by law (mili- 
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Sicilians recognise that Sici 
things already well devel in 
This is due to many causes; illiteracy, above all, 
with its horrible consequences, which are always 
made worse because of the lack of transport and of 
communication. It unavoidably follows that the 

ple, the workers,cannot havesuch an know- 
g of life as those who live amidst the tumult 

big offices, which are the forges 
| ap all the horrors 

y. at is the reason 
hardly. any following. 

another. To be 
does not mean to be 

It is no ex- 

- + & of sctentific perception of the Socialist future, 
|. the more fire in the agitation against the tyrannous 
* > ‘gystem of exploitation, which here still maintains 
_  . the form of a despotic rule even in the political 
world. One of our great Sociologists said: ‘In 
ee — the difficulty is not to make revolutions, but 

to make them stodp.’’ 
Am the peasants—-who make up the bulk of 

the population of the island—faith in the idea of a 
better future has mat great headway. By their 
agricultyral co-operative societies in many impor- 

‘eentres they have freed themselves from their 
feudal lords. Working for half their produce 
giving the other half to their feudal lord) 7 ae 

es has Eatcpee . Some communities have 
Been captured during the election by the peasants 
ind Socialists. displacing the petit bourgeois from 

BS, 
pa, 

“ 
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THE WHITE-GUARD‘IN ITALY. = 
home, November 20th. tary 26 well as civil) they had no right to be. «bevist propaganda,’ but it is not kn ‘Numbers of the ‘'Arditi’’ were placed under ote ge ena 

arrest, including Captain Vecchi, the futurist 
a Marinetti, candidate for parliament 
on the patriotic list, and Benito Missalini, pro- 
war Socialist and editor of the social-imperiali 
daily ese d'Italia. Although the men who 
placed the bomb have not been identified, no 
gs disputed that they were members poixay 
‘Arditi,’’ acting under a pre-arranged plan. 
Aventi adds that it has good reasan to believe 
that the ‘‘Arditi’’ were organising an attack to 
destroy the offices and printing roum of the So. 
pr ges caer gn the following day, as they 

t ul. | 
And who, then, are these ‘‘Arditi’? They 

dre ‘the picked shock troops who served during 
the war, and who have now pseres to them- 

lves the task of annihilating Socialiate as 
tb annihilated the Austrians. iis destene 
is that both are equally 

‘ lem bilised ae Arditi ; 

organisati 

many of the young bloods of the bourgeoisie 
and petty aristocracy, who may be seen daily 
among the cafés and women of the Victor Em- 
manuel Galleries. They boast that the govern- 
ment unofficially recognises their anti-Socialist 
activities, and confers with Captain Vecchi at 
frequent intervals. They boasted before and 
after their April attack on Avanti. They boast 
now of similar things they ee 
the future. All these boasts 1 have myself 
heard from Captain Vecohi, or from his close 
friends. 

The ‘‘Arditi,’’ then, are im the strictest 
sense a White Guard. They are permitted to 
continue in their terroristic activities by the 

‘Italian Government, whith has taken no effec- 
tive steps against them. They are clamorously | 
and enthusiasticalhy by the bour- 
geoisie, which applauds each of their acts af 
terror. Their seabent possess and visibly spend 
considerably more m than could eome to 
them in their pay eheeks. It is known that an 
association of employers, ehiefly in Milan, ecn- 
tributes a million lire a month fer “‘anti-Bol- 

mnilitary caste can exist 

eo Re ny CE ee 
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this immey is spent. It is not known who pro- 
vides the quantities of explosives and arms 
which the “‘Arditi’’ illegally possess and con. 
ceal in their rooms. 

““Arditi’’ can easily be taken tue 
seriously, in view of thei? ugly career of arsos 
and assassination. They are really rather hu. ’ 
mi lunatics, who go into this sort af 
thing 
They tell everyone 1 
intend to do, and leave their firearms Ce lercuald 

foal 
They y make it » scrmager f difficult to pre. 
tect them from the rigours of the law ster ta 

Italian Socialists are not put off their 
oy y the simplicity of their adversaries. 

y argue that if transparent camorra of the 
openly in this fashion 

for months, with a record of violence and mur. _ 
der, and at a time when the revolutionary situ. 
—vS7 no means acute, a much more 
shrew dangerous white guard can and will 
be found whenever the time comes. The “‘Ar. 
diti’’ are: relatively harmlesa because thev are 
so open in their yiolence. But, say tne Social- : 
ists, is there any reason to suppose that this 
White Guard will not © wiser and more 
extensivé, and better organided as the nervous- 
ness of the bourgeoisie increases? Is there 
reason to suppose that such an organisation wil 
let peaceful Socialista vote the Communist re- 
public into power, and then lay down their 
armas ? 

Frankly, the Italian Socialists are convinced 
that the bourgeoisie intends to be ready to use 
vidlence the moment Socialism gets control of 
the parliamentary machinery. If a White Guard 
oan burn and slay in relatively peaceful times 
like this, and’ absolutely without provocation, 
will it wait for the counting of the votes when 
the crisis approaches? Well, say the Socialists, 
the bourgeoisie has chosen violence as it always 
bas when its property was threatened. We 
should, and we certainly shall, make ready te 
protect ourselves against it. 

. —-By a CoRRESPONDENT. 

IN SICILY. 2. 
How muoh blood has flowed in the streets, belore 
-“, g ained even that much! How many stles 

idea have fallen under the heel of the in- _of 
om for 

ssess! on the 
Let ug not 

speak of the sanguinary death due to the ‘‘cara- 
binieri’”’ in defence of the landlords! A short ti 
ago in the little place of Riozi. about Sdhon 
peasanta were killed and more than fifty were 
wounded. Nevertheless, the town fell into the 
hands of the rebels, and the authorities had to fly.. 
It was only after a three days’ siege that the troops 
of the bourgeoisie could enter the town. and then 
only after having used setiliery and machine guns! 

° Joun Oncen. 
Palermo Octoher 1919. i 
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Kerl Marz, The Man ard His Work: Oonstructive 
Kiements of Socialism; Kerl Dannenberg. 
Radical Review Publishing Association, New 
York (1/9, tage extra) from the Werkers’ 
Socialist Federation, 400, Old Ford-road, E.3. 

Our comrade Dannenberg, who is editor of the 
Radical Review, of New York, has given in these 
reprinted lectures a praiseworthy, readable sum- 
mary of the life . work of him who, by his. 
analysis of capitalist society and his discovery of 
the laws of social growth, did so much to bring 
Socialism down from the cloudland into the prac- 
tical world, While himself giving vent to an 
eloquent appreciation of the invaluable work of 

arx, Dannenberg emphasises — and again 
that, jdolisation and reverence and lipservice to 
Marx and his findings are not encugh—an earnest 

ny 7 eir place in public affairs, where they had only endeavour to understand them is the needed 
---—s wggravated the conditions of the woryprs. But tribute. This understandi will not only give ' 
+ show many martyrs there were we n ot relate! us the necessary scientific ae ih of the present 

tion of Marx to serve the 

upon which we have to build the future, but will 
enable us to reject many ideas which now mas- 
querade as being Marxian. ‘‘The organisation of 
classes or circles for the study of Socialist classics 
should consequently be — taken in hand by 
all Socialists who have the healthy development & | 
Marxism at heart.’’ 

In his reference to how the diamissal of Bruno 
Bauer from the Bonn University smashed the ambi- 

cause of intellectual free 
dom as a lecturer, our author gives a parallel case 
im Pennsylvania, and rightly describes the Uni- 
versities as being “dominated by the class interests 
ef the bourgeoisie and everything else but agencies = § 
of freé thought and investigation.’’ His descr | 
tion, 60 far as the social sciences are concerned, 
holds good here in Britain also. 

Not the least interesting portions of these well- 
printed 122 pages are those containing an admir- 
able suggested way of approach for the student 
desiring to make himself acquainted with the far- 

ing implications, and the new deep outlook 
on life contained in Socialist writings. However 
8s a minor criticism apart from its preface, it 
seems to me, that the Critique of Political Economy 
is hardly a book for nners. Our comrade ® 
certainly right in outlining certain historical read- 
ing and the historical chapter of Capital as the 
easier way of getting to grips lgter with the closer 
examination of economic laws in its first tem 
chapters. To understand social development and 
to view society like all else in a process of endless 
change is a great help to the understanding of the 
more abstract laws in economics proper. 
When dealing with the constructive elements of 

Socialism our writer again emphasises that ‘‘with- 
out a sound knowledge of capitalist production ne 
effective Socialist activity, economic or political 
is possible.’’ Without class-consciousness a 
definite ideas of the purpose and aim of working- 
class organisation, liatives and reforms will 
sought as ends in themselves, and even the industry ] 
method of organisation will not prevent the waste 
- saerey in not going farther than the guerilla 
gents. 

_ Containing as it does much otherwise scattered = ‘ 
information, this book will be of great service s# 
an introduction to many needing an cence ar Rig 



' @ FS 

wo YY" @#e- ™®: £€ 

oa eS ee ee et oe Boe eS 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

THE OUTLOOK FOR GOMMUNISM IN MEXICO. 
INTERVENTION IN MEXICO AND THE 

CLASS STRUGGLE. 
By Lins A. Gate, 

Editor of “Gales Magaame,' Mezico City. 
There is practical unani Com- 

counists, Socialists and | of all 
tions in opposing intervention in Mexico. tt 
ip y aesumed that intervention would 
mean war, or at least a certain amount af 

, and Radicals know that, as al , Sanh oe eee ae et 
‘and be killed—not the capitalists. ut would 
intervention be as strongly opposed by Radicals 
# it did not involve bloodshed—if, for instance, 
it were ‘‘economic intervention’’ instead af 
military intervention and if Wall-street suc- 
ceeded in making Mexico am American colony 
by means of financial and commercial pressure ’ 

My answer is, unhesitatingly, Yes. 

And would the effect of ‘‘esonemic inter- 
vention’ necessarily be bad; would the even- 
tual winning of the class matte diaves 
Mexican working clase necessarily ee 
or made more difficult ? 

Again my answer is, emphatically, Yes. 

The Mexican working class has nothing to 
ain and much to lose by intervention in any 
arm. It makes no difference what form inter- 
vention may take. It will be intervention 
just the same. And the results will be 

ally beneficial to the Mexican proletariat 
whether it be accomplished by actual military 
conquest and annexation or by the more in- 
sidious scheme of establishing a ‘‘ protectorate’ 
as in, Cuba. 

The easiest way for the Meaican masses te 
attain industrial democracy is. to keep the 
Mezican Government in Mezico. 

The easiest way to keep the Mexican masses 
from industrial democracy is to rob their country 
of its own Government, transfer the reins of 
power from Mexico City to Washington, and 
station American soldiers throughout the land 
to strangle any outcry for self-determination as 
the English soldiers do in India, Ireland and 
Egypt. This is not conjecture. It is an 
assertion based on facts borne out by the his- 
tory of practically every subjugated people, and 
by happenings in the last few years right here 
in Mexico. A local Government is certainly 
always moré responsive to the wishes of the 
people than alien rule. The Mexican con- 
stitufion is genuinely liberal and the adminis- 
tration of Carranza has probably been as liberal, 
all things considered, as was humanly possible 
in view of the difficulties, opposition and 
treachery under which it has | . With 
‘all ite faults, it has certainly been more liberal 
than would have been the supervision of a 
governor appointed from the White House and 
independent of everybody except the American 
President who named him. ,And when the 
time comes for the Mexican workers actually 
to own and operate industry communistically, 
the task of supplanting the bourgeois state 
with a proletarian dictatorship will be far less 
difficult if they are dealing with a Government 
of their own people, than if they were ground 
down’ by the agents of a foreign imperialism. 

Some there are who maintain that Mexico 

must become a highly developed capitalist 
country, more or less like the United States. 
‘before she can enter into the latger freedom of 
Communism. Their assumption is unsup- 
ported either by logic or evidence. Marx's 
theory of ‘‘increasing misery’’ does not 
necessarily mean that all peoples must ex- 
perience the finality of wretchedness before 
they will discover what is the trouble. Some, 
undoubtedly, must suffer to the full the horrors 
of capitalism in its worst shape before suffi- 
cient class-consciousness will dawn in the minds 
of the workers to cause them to break their 
chains, but there is no reason why this should 
be true of all nations. Mexico does not need 
to pass through all the varying stages of 

developed, i t 
idarity: among her workers, 

well- enough to establish a 
Government. This would mean a 
period of industrial undev t, or 

diplomac 
nee A 

t 
has too much sense to i that 

she would stand a ghost of a show wi we 
finance-empires of the world even if she wai 
hundreds of years. Nevertheless, she is in 
the making, and she will do one of these tw’ 
thinge—-either become a helpless pawn in the 
grip of one or more of the imperialistic 
nations, or remain a nation independent 
politically, but backward commercially and in- 
dustefally. If she becomes the former, the 
_ of her salvation will be put off still farther 
and the grip of internati capitalism on the 
world will be even more vice-like than now. If 
she remains the latter A her oon have 
an opportunity to study, organise and prepare 
for the time when they will do the angry | 
The period of waiting will enable them to fit 
themselves better for their coming responsi- 
bilities. Nationalism, as a means to an end, 
will be a boon to the Mexican proletariat, 
hastening the time when the workers of the 
country can join hands with the workers of 
other countries in Proletarian Internationaliem. 

This will not meet with the favour of some 
whose dogmatism impels them to try to 
round pegs into square holes, whose blind pur- 
suit of a general principle causes them to ignore 
the practical application of it. Anarcho- 
svndicalists will see herein a surrender to the 
gcspel of nationalism. ts paid by 
capitalists to stir up dissension in Radical ranks 
will seek to arouse the antipathy of these same 
Anarcho-syndicalists against who seek to 
save Mexico from intervention and invasion. 
Luis N. Morones, agent of Samuel Gompers in 

the recent Mexican Socialist Congress, used 

these very tactics, accusing me of aiding a 
bourgeois Government because I prefer a 
Carranza Government (or any other kind of a 
Mexican Government, for that matter) to 
American control here. Yet the point in- 
volved has been fully understood by all genuine 
authorities on Communism. Louis C. Fraina, 
in Revoluticnary Socialism, page 145, says: — 

‘Revolutionary Socialism adopts a licy of un- 
relenting antagonism toward nationalism in fully 
developed capitalist nations (only in pre-capitalist 
nations that are the objectives of imperialism, such 
as Evypt, China and India, is nationalism progres- 
sive.) The nation is an historical product, and 
iis significance and our attitude is determined by 
the prevailing historical conditions. It is this cir- 
cumstance that makes neceseary our opposition to 
nationalism in highly developed imperialistic coun- 
tries, and our favouring nationalism in the Revolwu- 
tionary sense in the pre-capitalist countries thet 
are the ebjectives of imperialiom. 
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Mensheviki and Socialist Revolutionaries, im 
contradiction to the Bolsheviki, did not think 
Russia was economically ripe for the revolu- 
tion. They believed that the country must first 
he developed by capitalism. Subsequent events 
rroved them to be wrong, and that the estab. _ 
lishment of the Soviet State came easier, pro; — 

Continued on next page, col. 1. 



- to bs oP vad 2 “ a 4 
Lord » : a ‘The - y “3 a U », +i 4 4 4 “er ; ; pS Ae : - seal Sik PY, ee 

>» Fe ML aleve, vid a “a . “4 Wy Pa ae My i lg Sar toa a *.*, td Bb cama: | a, eee. a ee) ast ed ? is 5 ia RPS 4 et ae Tite : ¥ 
(a ales 7 ’ 

ieee ania: en tl. 

THE NEED FOR A 
a 

purpose. To ta and to have 
ne ite goal , in which 
to wander Bd intoler ot anomaly. To _ 4 

“General ” to lead us to @ goal is 
ini General Staff existe 1 

he workers, nor has the 
yet been accomplished. 

grammes exists. 

Within the mining industry, there is the Sankey 
| , the original demands of | Miners 

F ation, the demands of the unofficial section in 

in the South Wales coalfield: demands re Income 
Tax and the like. In the building industry, pro- 
posals. are afoot for Industrial Councils and 
« variety of wages demands. . A railway shopman’s 
programme exists, alongside demands for part 
control. In the engi ng industry, there are 
varying demands, but little of .a comprehensive 
character. 

And ‘so we can proceed throughout the whole 

Gg class. It can ely 
apidity with which the Government of th 
moves. to prevent any strike is an indication 

. reise to effect our demands. ra of industry and find the sectionalised pro- 

aves ; ie abo gy ry cae io fs a Section hither and thither. But, how- 

wets that foolishness ever much may vary, one feature of vital 

- Moreover, 
in 

machinery of society makes it 
for any section of the workers 

significance to the future of the working class ts 
contained in a number of the schemes I have men- 
tioned. In the mining, building, and railway pro- 
grammes, the demand for contro] of industry has 
exhibited itself. The form it has taken, indicates 
the tentative, hesitant manner in which the trade 

almost impo 
to be involved in 

kés without the remainder being placed in the 
directly a of constitutional blacklegs, or 

i rectly assisting the em ing class in main- union leaders have groped towards the great issues 

taining its. domination hon 9 po tg, tho. wot These involved in the struggle of the working class 
facts, impressive in ificance, urge the wards freedom, the degree of conservation latent 

wnification of our forces and drawi together in their institutions and the influence of the revolu- 

to formulate demands of a character which shall be tionary thought of the era we have entered. The 
generally applicable to all the workers, and only mark of the “‘simple’’ trade unionist is upon all the 

able according to the character of the industry 
im which the different sections of workers are en- 

) The relationship of the demands to the 
ing process is all important. 

We organise for a purpose, we must unify for a 

schemes. Big things have been conceived in little 
terms. Class issues are approached piecemeal, with 
consequences undesirable and regrettable. So much 
is this the case, that the idea of trade union 
leaders moving on to the management boards of 
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the complex ind To rax Worepas or France, Hnetano, [tary anp 
eountries. AMERICA. 
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o* ; i jm all eduntries may be but a 

few months, a few years at the 5 ‘ : 9 1 i 
and blockade against. 

Russia a crime ich strikes direct at innocent 
men, women and D. ip plain. lt mus 

entontond 
to take their blood-stain 
Give the Russian Revolution. 

although a more political and far from our ideal 
of a social revolution, a chance to develop, free 
from the pressure and interference of tyrannical 
and reactionary Governments. 

| Ph sac ni proletarian 8, Pag oo that vou — 
all your wer, a irect action, the 
general strike and the boyedtt stop your Govern- 
ments from continuing their present policy of blood 
and iron in Russia. : 

— 

The “Dreadnought” ean be obtained trom 

all Newsagents. if you experience any 

- difhoulty write to 152, Fleet Street. 

Anaual Subscription te DREADNOUGET We, on our pa ae to use every method at 
eur command to and boveott all Allied 

—, 10s. 10d., pest free. ships in the Gwedich ports. 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

NATIONAL PROGRAMME. 
capitalist enterprises is deemed to be part control 

oe nd woke bination of capitalists and t 
the exploitation of the working class. 

them 
workers from 
upon to perform. 
and 

trial workers, with a clear 

WORKERS 

it means &@ com- Lhe workers, when In | 
union leaders for 

“‘Control’’ which leaves in subjection the vast 

a Emr of labour, is a snare and a veritable danger to 
them 
contro) which th v nay exercise, however, 
organixation which ean function im the everyday 
opera tions 
organisation of the workers in workshops, fae. 
tories, mills and mines, in yards anc 
is recognised and perverted m the direction of the 
stabilisation of Capitaliem. 
this process in every direction, therefore, it ‘is 

perative that the rank and file shall — : 

in their struggle towards freedom. demands 
of industry. . This demand for the 

on railw 

In order to challenge 

review these programmes, draw out of them 4}, 
elements of a perverted character, and put i 

such proposals that do not detract 
the historic task they are now 

Such a programme is urgent . 
necessary to guide and direct our efforts. 

With common objectives before the various indus- 
nition of what such 

a programme will demand, the workers can be 
mobilised effectively, a General Staff be formed. 
and the surging movements of the workers be con- 
verged towards the common good. 

e Conference of January 10th and llth, 1996. 
convened by the National Administrative Gouncit — 
of the Shop Stewards’ and Workers’ Committees. — 
is asked to draw up such a programme, and 
committee. whether in workshop, facto 
mine, is invited to elect delegates, se 
liminary agenda, discuss the problems and make 
their ‘proposals. No time should be wasted. 
Courage, initiative, audacity, clear thinking, « 
definite pu these thi this ho f history — 
deena of every ra rkin 
Inertia is fatal. 

» mill or 
for pre 

Inertia must not prevail. 

J. T. Murpar. 

enda, etc., for the Conference 
‘han 10, Tudor-street. E.C.4. vue nds 

The 
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UNITE. 

Brothers and workers of the Allied countries, — 
let us join hands above the heads of all Govern- — 

“he liwe th t al solid eg lwe the internation solidarity of the 
workeng class. 
Loug liwe international brotherhood. 
Down h,all Governments, the 

Long live free federal Communion. 
The Young Socialist Party of 
The Central Organisation of 

Workers / Syndiecalist. 

State. and 
C 

Sweden. 
Swedisk 

FREEDOM. 

A Journal of Anarchist Communism. 
Monthly, 24,; Annual Sub., 3s. 64, 

Agents wanted. 1s, 64. for 13. 

RREEDOM PRuss, 127, OssuLSTON StReE nT” 

London, N.W. 1. 

? 
The December PLEBS gives'some excellent rea- 
sons why all classeconscious Socialists should be — 
in touch with “the pioneer organisation in the field 
of Independen 
it over and Jet us hear from you. ' 
q The PLEBS (3d. monthly, 34d 
able from all Labour Bookstalls, or 
League, lla Penywern Road, Earis Court, S.W.5. 

—— 

GIVE THIS PAPER TO A FRIEND. 
—— 

WOREBERS OF DERBY ! 

You can get your DREADNOUGHT 

regularly from— 

THE WORKERS NEWS AGENCY, 

Clarion @hub, Wardwiek. Derby. 
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T. J. O'Donnell imprisoned, remarked : 

a) ae Ss 

; «2 
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he 

intention of altering the 
all such applications are refused If Bol: 
rule is what the British chaplain writing in the 

) anda will , 
people from seeing the truth for the 

a Poe 

Mt bee 

PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT. 

Because let.—-Mr. Bonar Law, in reference to 

the punishment of the officers who had » pode 
<< ’ is no 

ugual to condemn people until they are heard’’! ! 
in's Are -Servior. 

General Denikin has been sent 277 aeroplanes, and 
101 Royal Air Force officers, and 300 airmen are 

wrving with Denikin. But they are volunteers ' 
BEYOND THE PALE. | 

Dacemeer 2np-——Mr. Harmsworth: ‘‘No pass- 
have been issued for British subjects to travel 

ulations under which 
sed.’’ If Bolshevik 

to Soviet Russian ng the Wegul there is no present 

Times maintains it to be, then from the point of 
view of the British Government, passports should 
not only not be refused, but ey ed for the asking. 
But the Government feara that its anti-Bolshe 

be undermined, and prevents 
mselves. Just 

as the War Office detained the three prisoners of 
war, recently returned from Russia, to prevent 
first-hand information being circulated. 

‘te. Witeewinih. “tin aed bbleeaieney t0-the : ie | contrary 
policy of the Allied Governments to open up com- 
munication with those parts of Russia which are in 
Bolshevik tion, even if it were practicable to 
do so.” A proof of the dread the Govern- 
ment has of facts reaching the general English 
public ! 

A Hreno’s Famtuy. 
Quorusse 3ap.—The widow of a private of the 
en ~ is left fo six children, the — 
thirteen, you twins) aged two years. Yet 
all a grateful country can "er her is a3 a week 

because the medical advisers of the Minis 
ter of ns found no connection between his 
death in 1918 and the wounds he received in 1915. 
Yet, as a result ef these wounds, hie leg had te be 
amputated. 

INTERNATIONAL OCONFBRENCH. 
Deoememe 4ta.-—Mr. Lloyd George told the House 

that the Conference én Russia, about which he spoke 
so confidently some weeks ago, is stil] uncertain as 
to time and place. 

Butrar. 
The Ministry of Food refused to purchase 2,000 

tons of Dutch butter last week because the price 
asked was £26 per cwt. more than the price 
which the Government is paying for Danish. y 
not have made up for the increase in price by ab- 
sorbing some of that £3,000,000 profit? 

ATION. 
The Prime Minister stated that it was the hope 

of the gt mage to prorogue the House December 
23rd, ‘“‘m order to give hon. members a rest before 
they renew their onerous tasks next year.’’ At the 
same time he mentioned that the next Session 
would begin early in February. The Coal Bill and 
many other equally vital measures will thus hang 
fire until February, as far as the House of Com- 
mons is concerned. Will not this shelving of pro- 
mises bring home more forcibly the futility of Par. 
hamentary Government toe the workera of this 
country ? 

. Inisn Ponce. | 
Mr. Hartshorn (Lab.) drew attention to the fact 

that near Boyle, Co. Roscommon, a party of police 
fired on a motor-car because the driver did not stop 
when challenged. The Government, however, con- 
dones this method of procedure, and will take no 
action | 

‘“FArRPLaY.”’ 
Mr. Devlin moved the adjournment of the House 

se as to ascertain what reparation was going to be 
made to tain Rev. T. J. O'Donnell, who had 
been sted and court-martialled on the charge of 
using seditious language in Killarney. The court 
acquitted him, and Mr. Devlin and other members 
ask that some sort of apology should be made for 
the bad treatment of this Australian who had come 
on a visit to Ireland. But Mr. Gharchill upheld the 
action of his minions, and left the House no hope 
that British ——, could apologise ! 

NDI, 
Deckmurr Sra._-The Government of India Bill 

was debated on December 3rd, 4th, and 5th. All 
Mr. mesenrig cP gt es say in its favour 
Bill was a step in Reform. In 

ans say when king of 
of Contmons doce is 

a 

IMPORTANT. 
The Edizor of “Yolksrecht” assures us that 
sent his article many weeks ago, but it has 

® received, possibly contributions from 
< Kher comrades have also met a similar fate. 

Ed. W_ D. 

THE 

_the agrarian problem before 

WORKERS DREADNOUGHT. 

QUESTIONS O 
RATTLING THE SWORD. 

Recause the Allies accuse Germany of not carry- 
ing out the Armistice bend to the letter, a further 
advance into Germany has been attempted. These 
vanquished people must learn that they are con- 
quered ; otherwise the heroic Allies pro making 
war on them to teach them. Who said peace’ 

RUSSIA WANTS PEACE. 
Again Soviet Russia offers to negotiate with all 

the Allies or with any one of them. Will the T.U. 
Conference, sitting as we go to press, insist that the 
British Government makes peace now! The 
y mad var of peace with Esthonia will probably be 
decided this week at Dorpat. Workers, see to it. 
that the whole Continent of Euro uickly follows 
suit, and makes peace also with viet Russia. 

LITVINOFF’S MISSION. 
The Times is trving to misinterpret the 

mission of Maxim Litvinoff at Co a. It 
thinks Litvinoff merely thought of the exchangesof 
prisoners as a ruse to get to Scandinavia. This 
vile misrepresentation of Bolshevik motives proves 
that the Times means to use every means of 
retarding the possibility of peace. 

THE GERMAN INDEPENDENTS. 
Our readers having perused the excellent articles 

in this issue on Socialism in 
preciate the decision of the Leipsic ference. 

~~ 

rmany will ap- | 

The Independents are reported to have joined the . 
Third International. Tt is to be hoped that con- 
firmation of this will reach ue in time for our next 
gave. 

a a a — 
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COMMUNISM 

At the last meeting of the German Communist 
Party important decisions were ved at, which 
are of special interest to the development of the 

> 

revolutionary movement in Western countries, On 
that account the development of the German Com- 
munist Party is of particular importance for wes. 
tern people; for not only is the activity of the Ger- 
man party geographically between Russia and 
Western Europe, but it works in a more advanced 
milien than that on which the Russian Soviet Re- 
public was founded. The problems which the Com- 
monist movement in Germany must tackle are 
mainly those with which all Western civilisation will 

met. , See 
Take the agrarian problem as a case in point. 

Our Russian comrades had to solve this question 
in a different manner from us, owing to political and 
economic differences. Great Russia, on the whole, 
had little to do with the problem of large estates 
and cultivation on a large seale, for in Russia 
estatee were man 
The agrarian conditions in Germany, hopever, are 
similar to those in western countries; large estates, 
cultivated by the most modern methods on a large 
scale, and between these extremes a hardy cult of 
small afid large péasant farmers. Whilst France is 
particularly interested in small scale production, 
and England in large estates and their cultivation, 

the German Com- 
munists covers both countries, and its solution 
should be of interest to them. | 
The question of tactics, too which the last Party 

meeting dealt with, is of equal importance. The at- 
titude of the Communist Party to Syndicalism, 
which has taken root in a strange way within the 

on the small holding system. « the 

Party, was discussed at length. In Russia this new 
Syndicaliam was of no importance, but France must 
tackle this phese, and England“has similar ten- 
dencies to deal with in the I.W.W. movement. Ger- 
man Communists, in their decision on this point. 
have solved a problem, which sooner or later must 
be solved by all western coantries. That decision 
favonred the sharp division between Marxian Com- 
munism and Syndicalist or new-Syndicalist ten- 
dencies. The basic problem which this discussion 
brought forward was the existence of the political 
party; the question being whether the Party should 
undertake the political leadership of the revoln- 
tionary workers, or should become a sort of general 
mixture of an economic political uniform party. 
But the meeting decided gry new-Syndicalist 
tendencies, and the idea of an economi tical 
uniform party: the development of the itical 

rty, the meeting held to be a question of life or 
fleath for the development of the Revolution; the 
industrial struggle, on the other hand, required 
special organisations, namely unions. Few were in 
isagreement with this decision, and even few 

showed inclinations of working with the Party 
again. 

Further pointe in the tactics of the party were 
those of parliamentary and industrial action. Both 
of these problems are equally vital for England, 
France, Italy, etc.; because with them similar cir. 
cumstances to those in Germany prevail. In Russia 
Parliament had only had a short life, and the 
workers had not suffered the same bad experiences 
with it as did the German workers. Russian trade 
unions, teo, differ greatly from those in Germany 
and Weetern Purope In Resta they were a puri 
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IRELAND. 
A veritable reign of terror has beca t 

about in Ireland by Castle miarule. Yet 
Westminster wiseacres intend to introduce a 
measure in the Commona on —- “Ta it ie 
imagined will find favour in Treland. il) Eng- 
land never learn ? 

ANOTHER NEWSPAPER STRIKE. 
Madrid has followed Paris in having a strike of 

newspaper employees. The strike is of the most 
complete character possible, comprising 
in connection with the uction of a news , 
from editors to messenger boys, and com to 
yreasers, and even to the re all the ae 
unions having united whanimously in an to 

a 50 per cent, increase all obtain their demand of 

ARMY AND NAVY STORES. 
round. 

On Decenber 4th over 8.000 eraploveon of : 
Army and Navy Stores struck work fo increta i 

in two 

wor 
their di waces. Owing to t 
Christmas season, the strike was aia up 
days, and the directors agreed to ‘National wage 
rates for the vehicle workers and the bakera, and 
the shop assistants’ programme would be au 
to arbitration, awards under which in ct of 
wages would be 1 retrospective to No 
Ist; emplovees 

nd would receive 
on the basis of 

DA 
is week 

will have the same task 
tront of 

ao Gereikh eaviela 
volutionising of the 

have in | 

being oped 
reservations. , 

liament a means of re 
side of Parliament. 

sae er . evolution by expelling Gee ts ater pful in , . | eo 3 

revolutionary bureaucrats. On that account 
Party considers it to be of the greatest import 
for its members to pull pagetner within 
and thus wing their povoteSereey 

::: Bes new-Syndical 
unions anti-revolutionary, and as 

tionary 

eee oes 
members of trade unions ontd 
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Rep Rior. ili 
No doubt, Henry, you have often listened pa- 

tiently to some propagandist spouting for all he 
was worth; and at the end you may have asked 
how these here Socialists mean to bring it 
about. As that is a question which must have 
oceurred often to others of the Dubb family, let 
us hax: a good look at it and see what the news 
is soins to be. ' 

n the first place it cannot be too often ax- 
Plaine.t that the how-to-do-it must be work 
of the workers themselves. If it is left to leaders 
of any sort, it simply means leaving the people 
where they were, and merely putting the power 
in the -ands of other men. Of course, these 
men. muy be honest, but they will ‘‘run things’’ 
as it strikes them best. You have only to look 
at the near adoption of State Capitalism (or 
Socialism, if you like) in Soviet Russia to see 
how ti. that is. ~ 

Now, of course, neither Lenin nor Trotsky 
ean foree Communism or any kind of advanced 
theory :n a people who are not prepared for it. 
The pe: ple don’t understand the subtleties of 
governnient. But, although they may be willing ° 
to let 1 enin do their thinking for them, they 
would in the main rather ‘‘mind their own 
business "’ — , | 

It may seem a rather risky thing to let the 
people Jo a for themselves without wise 
men to guide them; but in the end the follv 
of the fl and the wisdom of the wise are gen- 
erally mich of a muchness. The people have to 
learn to look after themselves, and they cannot 
‘do it unirss they find out for themselves. 

Still, i: a revolution, there is a state of things 
when th: a6 who have made the Revolution are 
dazed av4 don’t know what steps to take next. 
Tt is when this thing happens that the ‘‘leader’’ 
steps in and puts a bridle on the Revolution. 
and tries to drive it in the direction he thinks it 
ought te go. Once some. such nobody has 
rtepped into the seat of power which the people 
had emptied, the Revolution is sure to be driven 
RNR ANN ON RT A le RE.” A RN Tl I Am RI art ET SRN 

THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT. 

BETWEEN OURSELVES. 

off the highway into the avenues of politics. In- 
stead of being a Revolution for the full eman- 
cipation of the people, it becomes merely the 
battering ram for the achievement of the aims 
of a party. 

The best time, then, for the people to learn 
how to govern themselves is here and now. They 
must learn to take the Revolution as a job. 
That is to say, the workers should say to therm- 
selves, ‘‘There are some forty millions of peo- 
ple in these islands; and we have factories, 
machinery, tools, and evervthing needful for 
producing goods, land for producing food, in 
short, everything we need. The problem. is to 
find food, houses, clothes and food for these 
fcrty millions. The capitalists have failed to 
do it. That means that the present system has 
failed. Let us see if we cannot tix our minds 
on this task and make a good job of it.”’ 

They will at once see from the above that the 
first thing is to have control of the means of 
producing goods and food; that is, fields, fac- 
tories, and workshops, 
Schemes of co-partnership, joint-control, and 
the like are never likely to succeed, because the 
‘“‘owner ' insiste on his ‘‘ownership.’’ Complete 
control by the people is, therefore, essential. 

All this, of course, means Revolution, with 
a capital R. It may mean bloodshed, but that 
will not come from the people in the first case. 
It will come from the ‘‘propertied class,’’ who 
will have the support of the usual defenders of 
property—aided nowadays by tanks, armoured 
cars, Lewis guns, and bombing aeroplanes. The 
‘owners’ of property cannot see the justice of 
the case. They cannot argue, they can only 
shoot, hang, imprison. | 

Surely, no human being will denv the right of 
another human being to food, shelter, clothing ? 
These are the prime necessities of life. To 
argue that if everybody had all three, nobody 
would ‘work, is absurd. Clothes, food, and 
houses do not fall like manna from heaven. No 
work means no goods. This country is a rich 

as Kropotkin has It. | 

—— ~ _ . ~~ ——- —e 

By L. A. Motler. 

country, but there is very little of this wealth iy 
hard cash; the wealth is produced from day to 
day. So the “sharing out’’ stunt is a footlags 
stocking without any leg. There is no sub. 
stance about it 

Appeals to the rich in the name of humanity, 
or even “‘Christian charity,’’ won't wash. Let 
us remember that we have an alleged Chris. 
tian religion for two thousand years; of course, 
there are people who will say that Christianity — 
has never been tried, but it goes without saying 
that this is a ‘‘Christian country,’’ whatever 
that may mean. The only thing to do is for 
the people simply to take over what belongs 
to them. They have often been assured that 
it is their country. They would simply be © 
taking the ruling classes at their word. 

Precisely how a revolution can come about — 
depends on the people. If a small minority 
chooses a certain moment to rush it through, — 
then that means fighting, and trusting to the 
people to back up the minority who are ‘‘out © 
for revolution.’’ On the other hand, if a good 
part of the people understand exactly whats 
Revolution amounts to, there will be very little 
bloodshed; certainly not much more murdering © 
done than there is done here every day in this 
‘Christian country’’ by people whom one may © 
call ‘‘respectable Christians.’’ Certainly, one 
seldom hears of @ revolutionary being tried for 
murder. | ; 

And if there is any shooting done, it must 
come from the other side; and it will be dons | 
by members of the working class. It must be 
remembered that the police, the army, — the 
navy, the airmen, would all be producing food, 
or clothes, or building houses, if, the capitalists — 
did not take them away from work to protect 
property. Now you know who owns most. of 
the ‘property’: ! And, further, these police are 
paid for by the whole people. 2 

The ‘‘defenders of property’ 
fenders of the people. 

must be de- 

— ee 

Labour Commissariat in Soviet Russia. 

_ Ctubs and schools for the illiterate are being 
cpened by the Russian Soviet Labour Com- 

. nussariat; the factories and workshops -have 
technical courses. In the near future the 
Central Soviet intends to start courses to train 
iii trade union questions, but even now practi 
onlly evry trade union has its own professional 
and pol tical organ. 

The tasks to be dealt with by trade unions 
are disvussed at length at the various con- 
greases; the Mensheviks’ stand for the old 
school nnd argue that improvements can only 
be mad» by strikes and collective bargaining. 
They maintain that as long as 
wages thev must be protected against the 
State,. just as formerly they had to be pro. 
tected against the private employer. 

This theory does not meet with much 
sympathy, and at all the 
an overwhelmi majority for the 

the trade unions. It is significant that at 
the last conference of op committees, 
out of 200 delegates who were non-party 
hefore the close of the conference, 100 had 
joined the Communist Party. 

Para!lel with the trade unions and in close 
contact with them is the People’s Labour Com- 
miseari it. After the October 

men anid 

presentatives formed a College, 

work for 

congresses there is 

elming Soviet 
Government and for the methods adopted by 

(November 
Revolution this Commissariat met with the 
aaine fate as other ministries, namely all the 
employees left with the exception of five watch- 

| gy eg The Commissary ap- 
proached. the trade unions and from their re- 

whereupon 
jet of People’s Commissaries delegated 
plenipotentiari Since then the 

trade unions, and all decisions on rates of pay, 
measures against unemplovment, etc., are 
carried out jointly by the Labour Commissariat 
and the trade unions. The College of the 
Labour Commissariat has a majority of trade 
union representatives, sanctioned by « the 
Central xecutive Committee of Soviets. 
Trade unionists predominate in most depart- 
ments of the Labour Commissariat and the 
activities of both institutions are so closely 
ecnnected that their complete amalgamation is 
contemplated. : 

The followig measyres have been intro- 
duced by the Labour Commissariat: (1) The 
eight hour day; (2) No employment under the 
age of 14; (3) A six hour day between the ages 
of 16 and 18; (4) No regular overtime, which 
is only sanctiqned in extraordinary cases: 
(5) No night work for women and minors; 
(6) Nursing mothers to have time every three 
hours to attend to their babies; (7) Care of 
workers after the age of 60, when they retire 
with full pay; (8) Workers between 55 and 60 
ean demand to be medically examined, and 
may be retired on full pay bales the age of 
@): (9) Workers are entitled to one month's 
leave after 12 months’ service (this has been 
reduced to a fortnight owing to the critical 
situation). The Labour Commissariat 
regulates wages, which have been calculated 
and worked out by the trade unions. The 
supervision of all the requirements of the 
Labour Commissariat is entrusted to 
inspectors, and every trade union has also a 
commission for the protection of the workers. 
The Labour Commissariat has branches in the 
provinces of the same type as the central 
organisation. It is now putting into practice 
the decrees elaborated by it. 

“PHB FIGHT FOR FREEDOM.”* 

so rts pols earthing ha One wonders why this quite interes y 
destined particularly for a “People’s “Theatre.” 
From the statement of this aim, and from much 
of the preface, one is led to expect that the mam 
theme will have, at any rate, some reference to the 
great wrong from which the “‘people”’ are suffer- 
ing, and which, it is hoped, the coming revolution 
wil] destroy, namely, the economte wrong. ee e 

But the freedom for which Margaret, the heroine, 
fights is a personal ‘one, the freedom from the 
devinbersiny of comiy, irhennte “aes lover ; vo ai 
is this motive which prompts her very | 
volte-face-in exchanging Oliver (the Socialist) for | 
Philip (the Treasury clerk). — es 

The constant allusion in the play to the “middle 
class’? his little value nowadays; money, that 1s 
the ability to command the labour er € oer 
is the dominant factor in present-day seciety; a2 
Oliver’s “‘twang’’ would calmly swallowed in 
the circles where an income similar to his i & 
fairly. average one. By the way, his somewhat 
canny self-congratulation on the amount he earns, | 
compared with the wages of ‘“‘the fools” he is 
‘always girding against’? sounds a rather ) 
note. One is a little worried, too, in trying 
understand how Eleanor Lam earns her very 
comfortable “keep” in the interval of waiting for. 
The Dawn. She is a single and still able-bodied 
ee, See. in' a ae } — house sh z 
as a @ to herself in a fairly expensive locality; 

she can “ring for’’ whiskies and sodas; she has 
png oy re oe. _ quantities af flowers, whit 2 
are her princt extravagance. ber me 
seoms free for visits sed Te conversations; and 
the only allusion to any possible work ner 
are the mention of her reading of H 
Mrs. Lambert’s vague hint of a s 
Park corner. One can of course think ent a rata: 
elaborate invention to cover the omission, but 
something more definite is needed in the case of 8] 
woman who is sup to represent the most sit 
cere type of Socialist. 

The characters are well drawn, and there is 
plenty of genuine and restrained humour 11 
play, although perhaps the dramatic in 
rather over-weighted with discussion and statemem 
of opinions. e sees no reason why The Fur 
for Freedom should not take its chance 

ri Tithed ty C. W.. Danicl, Ltd, Grebim * Publis y C. W. anie o" 
House, Tudor-strest, E.C.4. Cloth, 3/6; pepe 
cover, 2/- net. 
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THE FUTURE OF PEACE AND WAR. 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 
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By L. TROTSKY. 

is Wak PoSsIBLE IN THE FUTURE’ Is NOT 
War INEVITABLE? ' 

Quasi-erudite and profound bourgeois 
babblers put the question: Is war possible in 
the future? Is not war inevitable? 
come to the conclusion that war is inevitable. 

As we know, there already exists a consider- 
able amount of literature on this subject. But 
in. our time the question has left the domain 
ot literature and has been transferred to the 
domain of intense struggle which everywhere 
has assumed the character of open civil war. 
In Russia regan been taken ae — 
olitical party whose programme itely 

coddialbeke "Sindeibes the _ social-historical 
nature of past and present wars, whilst those 
conditions, under which war becomes not only 
unnecessary but impossible, are also definitely. 
and accurately established. Old fashioned 
eople, however, always like to start from the 
eginning, however far back that may be, and 

in this instance preference is given to Professor 
Lehr, by selecting’ from him, as a basis of 
learned reference, the commonplace banality 
that ‘‘struggle is the basis of-life."’ This 
aphorism, based on an infinitely wide concep- 
tion of the word “‘struggle,’’ simply cancels 
the whole of human ge | and merges it 
wholly with biology. When we speak of 
war, and are not playing with words, we have 
in view the systematic collision of State 
organised groups of human beings, using those 
technical means which lie within their reach, 
and fighting fer aims or ideals which the State 
powers of those groups fix for themselves. It 
1s perfectly. clear that nothing of the kind exists 
anywhere outside of human society historically 
understood as such. If struggle is the fate of 
ali life, then war, at any rate, is a purely his- 
torical human phenomenon; without first tak- 
ing note of this fact, one cannot be said to 
have airived even at the threshold of . the 
question. 

Once upon a time people devoured each 
other. ven to this very day cannibalism is 
prevalent in some places. It is true that. the 
Ashantees do not publish journals; however, 
if they did, is it not probable that their theore- 
ticians would write, ‘‘Hopes of the human race 
tenouncing cannibalism are unfounded, as 
struggle is the basis of life.’’ On this basis 
ene might reply to the learned cannibal that 
with us the question was not exactly one of 
struggle in general, but of that particular form 
ef it which consists in the bunting of people 
for their flesh. 

lt is a quite undisputable fact that cannibal 
ism ceased, not owing to the influence of 
preaching, but owing to a change of the 
economic conditions of life; when i became 
mere profitable to conyert prisoners into slaves, 
cannibalism disappeared. But the “‘struggle,’’ 
did not that remain? Unquestionably it did. 
The question with us, however, is not one of 
struggle in general, but of—cannibalism. 
Once upon a time male fought with male for 

the sake of the female. Ancient bridegrooms 
“enticed the maidens to the river.’’ At the 
present time this practice is not continued, not- 
withstanding that struggle is the fate of every 
living thing. Mutual skull-cracking in wood 
and cave gave way later on to Tournaments of 
Knights in the presence of Ladies, and to duel- 
ling. Now both tournaments and duels belong 
to the past, or have been converted in the 
majority of countries into masquerades, echoes 
of the olden, bloody encounters of the past. 

process it is 
Necessary to investigate the development ol 
things, the economic relations between men 
and women, the, change in the clan and family, 
the rise and development of society, the his- 
torical limitations of the views and prejudices 
of knights and courtiers, the role of duels, as 
an element in the ideology of society, the dis- 
appearance of social standing of privileged 
Castes, the conversion of duels imto a ponsen- 

<..- 
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sical relic of the past, and so on. With the 
bare aphorism that “‘struggle is the basis of 
life’’ one will not go far in this question, as 
in most others. 

Slave races and tribes fought against each 
other. The ancient Russian princes fought 
vgainst each other. The same is true of 
various German races, and of the feudal prince- 
doms of France, that later on were to be 
united. The bloody civil ware of the Barons, 
the wars of one province against another, the 
towns against the troops of the knights, all 
this was the order of the day, not because 
‘struggle is the basis of life,’’ but because of 
the deiinite economic relations of the period ; 
which disappeared together with them. The 
causes which led to the battles of the people 
of Moscow with the people of Kieff, of + 
aga set gg Saxon, of the ee 
against Burgundy, were at their respective hia 
turical ps not less profound and binding 
than the causes which led to the last war of 
the Germans with the English. It would 
appear that the matter is not one of a general 
law of nature, as such, but of those specific 
laws which define the development of human 
society. Even if one does not go d the 
sphere of the most generalised histor 
reasoming, one may ask: “If mankind  sur- 
vived the wars of Burgundy with the Normans 
of the Saxons with the Prussians, of the Kieft 

should and Moscow principalities, then why 
mankind ‘not survive wars of England with 
Germany, of Russia with Japan?’’ ‘Struggle’ 
in the widest sense of the word, of course, stil! 
remains, but war is a partieular form of s le 
which has existed only from the time w 
mankind started to build society and use arms. 
War, as one particular phenomenon of le, 
changed in accordance with the 
tcok place in the forms of human , and 

d tirel ay cf disappearing entirely. — | | 
The feudal wars, owing to their divided and 

scattered character, brought about a . certain 
disconnectedness in medisval life. One pro- 
vince regarded the neig as 

a world shut up in itee#, from which much 
gain might be secured. Knights » With 
rapacious eyes at flourishing wealthy 
towns. Later on all this changed, separate 
districts and provinces developed into a. united 
whole. On this new economic bagis, a united 
France, a united Itgly,a united Germany arose, 
but as a result of awful internal and externa! 
etruggies. Thus economic unity, by con- 
verting vast lands into one economic organism, 
has made wars impossible within the frame. 
work of the new, vast historical formation of 
the nation—the State. 

But the development of economic reiations 
does not stop here. Industry has long aged ao 
trated beyond the national framework con - 
nected the whole world by e chain of mutual 

become dep 
Ind 

which 
in need. and 
workers feel this mechanical ru 
economic unit no less by, not 
from the Don and butter from Bi } 

Production hag become universal. But 
appropriation of profits, that is, the right 
extract the cream from universal production 
still remains in the hands of the bourgeos 
classes of the various nations. Therefore, if 
it is necessary to seek for the roots of the 
present war in ‘‘nature,’’ it is not in biological 
nature, nor even in human nature that one 
must seek, but in the social ‘‘nature’ of the 
bourgeoisie, which has grown into a class of 
exploiters, of profit-makers, of robbers and 

EO — 

_ the bourgeoisie feel thefnselves. obliged 

gers —— ee Se ee ee ees . ecmaleapa ti. 

deapote, who the working classes t. 
fight for it. Universal production united int: 
a whole creates unimaginable sources of wealth 
and power. The bourgeoisie of every nation 
grasps al these sources, thereby disorganisin, 
universal production in exactly the same 
manner as the feudal barons, —— a B pene 
of transition to the new stage, interfered with 
national production. : 

The class which doomed to interfere and 
destroy production cannot for long mainte’a 
itself m power. It is for this very reason that 

ta 
We 

idea consiste in a 
search for a way out by creating the “* 
of Nations.” Y Wilson's 

overtime ite “League of 

Nations’’ arises from the conflict of bourgeois 
petites. Nevertheless, one may say with 
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-THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

W. F. WATSON’S DEFENCE. 

A welcome to W. F. Wateon, who was released on 
December Sth from Pentonville, was given at the 
International Socialist Club, 25, East-road, City- 
road, on Sunday, December 7th, thus affording 
him an oppestany of making his defence. The 

was packed. W. F. Watson referred to a num- 
ber of Jeaders who had been accused oe 

| of the enemy, and said it was part ofthe capi- 
talist plan to undermine the workers’ organisations 
by spreading such rts. ‘ Even su “Watson 
were guilty, what would that prove? That we have 
an unscrupulous Government to deal with.’’ He 
suid he was very glad he had been to Pentonville, 
as it proved that he had been of no use to the 
Government. He said he did not consider that he 
had done anything foolish, as it was all part of a 
re-conceived plan, thoiigh in one or two details 
e may ndt have acted wisely. If he had not led the 

police up the garden there would never have been 
the dinner at the Bell Holborn, the Hands Off 
Russia Conference, or the Holborn Empire meet- 
we, and, therefore, the Hands off Russia move- 
hent would not have been where it is to-day. ‘‘I 

did accept money from Scotland Yard. I admit it, 
and I bave never denied it. A comrade said to me 
if you can explsin what you did with the money 
they would be satisfied. I do not believe anyone 
would be satisfied. If I did spend it on beer and 
whisky, what of it? I was not short of money at 
the timer I flatly deny, and challenge the whole of 
Scotland Yard and the Government to prove that I 

ve them any information.’’ Some say, ‘‘Why 
id you even entortain the idea of being in the 

pay of Scotland Ywd?’’ ‘Those of you who are in 
clese tovch with me know that I have always taken 
up the attitude that the end justifies the means. 

thought that determined my action was this. 
I was President of the London Workers’ Commit- 

wer over 

the police do “the will go 
ist they thought Wataon 

ings ‘which reached t hovre ‘after 
they had taken place; therefore, I was able to carry 
= Russian movement to where it is at the present 

He said that he had taken several into his con- 
sdcmon nies abe kek ak ete oe ee 

to see the to Scotland 

going to con 
through integrity 

1uls.”’ “IT am war in the interests 
orking-class movement, to make any sacri- 

fices, rather than sell my soul to Lloyd G or 
any other organisation. There is not sufficient : 

. WATSON RELEASED, 
—_—_—_—_— 

ee oo 

money in the whole world to buy the soul of Wat- 
son, There are hundreds of others who cannet be 
bought.”’ 

“* have told you exactly what I have done. I 
am not ashamed of what I have done, and I was not 
foolish when I did it. There is only one weak link 
in the chain, that I did not get a committee formed 
and place the whole thing in their hands. There 
are arguments in favour of it and against it. If I 
had got a reliable committee a it would have 
been better. But you cannot always get a reliable 
committee. There are members on a committee 
that can be approached. The investigation commit- 
tee throws all the blame upon Billy Watson, and 
they have done right, and [ am glad.’ He said 
he would continue fighting in the revolution 
movement. When he had bad time to go thro 
cuttings and to see how the revolutionary movement | 

progr , he would prepare a statement and 
send it to Scotland Yard. He was convinced that 
the revolutionary movement had gone on by leaps 
and bounds, and was far more powerful than before 
he went into prison. 
any | questions were asked. pases them : -- 

‘‘Who found him out ?’’*He replied that he admitted 
it at the ions, and gave Scotland Yard the 
gpening to prove that he was correct. , 

Watson said that he was not an agent provoca- 
teur, that they were’ paid to stir up revolutionary 
feelings. A Scotland Yard man had been to him 
and had implored him not to make such inflamma- 
tory speeches, they did not want trouble stirred up. 
Hie was running the risk of being repudiated by his 
comrades, he knew this would happen. He received 
£3 a week, and signed a typed scrap of paper as a 
receipt. 

There was a good deal of heckling, and one well- 
known comrade asked if vue never made mistakes 
themselves, and what qualifications they had to 
decide how anyone else should act? 

‘‘Why did not the Investigation Committee make 
a report’’’ Watson replied: ‘‘It came to the cons 
clusion that as I had not placed myself in the hands 
of a committee I must bear the whole brunt of it.’’ 

THE WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
For Revolutionary International Socialism, the ending of Capitalism and Parliament, and 

substitution of a World Federation of Workers’ Industrial Republics. 
Membership open to all Men and Women. Subscription 4d. per month, 4s. per annum. 

Write to the Secretary, 400, Old Ford Road, London, E.3. Telephone—Kast 1787. 

LONDON MBEHTINGS-—OUTDOOR. 

Friday, Dec. 12th. 7.30 p.m.—The Square, Woolwich. 
Melvina Walker. , 

Saturday, Dec. 13th. Great Push for Communism 
against Conscription and comida nero in 

im the S.E. District. | 

sirch, M Walker, P. A. Edmunds. 
- Sunday, Vec.i4th 11.45 a.m.—Osborn Street, White- 
Chapel, Metvina Walker. 
Friday, Dec. 19th. 7.30 p.m.—Lesbia Rd., Hackney. 

- 

Saturday, Dec. 20th Great Push in Waterloo Rd. 

e INDOOR. 

.14th. 7.30 p.m. 20, Railway Street, 
W.H.Cousens. Chair: Melvina Walker. = 

7.30 p.m.—20, Railway Street Busi ; 
F. Meeting. 

. Reading circle 

A Seventh Lecture on Industria! 
_ History, (The Renaissance). 

Fiiday, Dec. 10th. 7—10p.m.—400, Old Ford Road. 
Daneing. 

8 p.m.—20, Railway Street. 

ro o ; mamaae ee 
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Notice. 

Tae Lectures on Industrial History at 20, Railway 
Street will be resumeu after the Xmas Holidays on 
Thursday, Jan. 8th, 1920. 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 
East Lonpon Workers’ Committee. 

Sunday, Dec. 14th, 12 neon—Victoria Park. Waiter 
Ponder and others. 

bhaa- § Dec. 16th. Queen's Road, Daiston Lane— 
7.30 p.m.; Walter Ponder and others. 

Thursday, Dec. 18th. 7.30 p.m.—400, Old Ford Rd. 
E.3. Business Meeting. 

WaLTHBAMSTOW LEAGUS oF RIGHTS. 

Tuesday, Dec. 16th. 3p.m.-~William,Morris Hali, 
Somers Road. Melvyina Walker. 

_ East Ham LeaGue or Ricuts. 
Tuesday, Dec. 16th. 8 

Wakcefieid Rd. W.H.Cousens, “Morality.” 

INTERNATIONA# FAIR. 

Full report of the Fair, 
sheet, will appear im eur mers jeste. 

“ 
- 

o before the. investigation 

p.m.—QOid Public Offices, 

together with balance 
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THE FUTURE OF PBAOB AND WAR, 
Continued from page 1515. 

ciple. We will say nothing whatever about 
civil war. Koltchak sells Siberia to America. 
Denikin is ready to enslave three-fourths oj 
the Russian people to England and France, 
only in order to reserve for himself the possi. 
bility of exploiting the remaining fourth. 
International wars also have nothing to do 
with the national principle. - England and 
France share German colonies between them 
and despoil Asia. America thrusts its paw into 
Kuropean affairs. Italy takes possession of. 
neighbouring Slavs. Even the semi-str 
Serbia starts to throttle the Bulgarians. 
national principle here, even im the best. of 
cases, is no more than a—pretext. The 
matter is one of universal power, of the 
domination of the industry of the whole world. 
Meanwhile the fate of war is being decided in 
« very practical manner. by thrusting the 
bourgeoisie away from the helm of State, by 
teking power into its own hands, the working 
class is preparing fo: the creation of a ledera. 
tive Soviet Kepublic of Europe and the whole 
world on the basis of United World Economy. * 

War was and will remain a form of armed 
exploitation or armed struggle against expicite- 
tion. ‘the federal domination of the prole- 
tariat, as a transition to universal Communism, | 
stands for the abolition of exploitation of one 
mah by another, and conséquently of armed 
contlict between man and man. War will dis- 
appear in the same way as cannibalism dis- 
appeared. Struggle will remain, but it will 
be the collective struggle of humanity against 
the hostile forces of nature. 
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~— M JUST QUT! 
POE > A most effective | 
By L.A.Motler Gilt Book. 
no a — 

Pg Meipique Paper, d2p Ps, liai Lo. 

SOV: i/s oS rtres ‘ 

Aiso-—‘Liberty . : 
by H. Oakiey, i@. “Anarchisi- Commuutsm 1 plain — 
Kuglish, by &.A.Motier, id. “The New Anai~ | 
chismm,” by L.A. Motier, 2s. per 100. Orgertzomtue — 
Secretary, 47, Crowndaie Koad, London, N.W.1 

PAMPHLETS FOR COMMUNISTS! — 
Russian Soviet Coastitution — $d. post iree. — 
A Year in Soviet Russia ~~ ome Bo. ” 7 
The Socialist Soviet Republic of 
Russia : its cise aad Orgauisation, 
by Captain Jacques sadowl — — 2d. » 

Full list om application. 
Reduced rates ior quantities. | 

Tue Peop.e’s Russian INFORMATION BUREAU, 
152, Flect Street, Londun, £.C.4. 

. : past ATED / 

W.5.F. MEETING 
at 20, RALLWAY S£RSHT, POPLAR on 

Sunday, Dec. l4th, 7.30 p.m: 
W. H. COUSENB: “Marx and Bakunw.’ 

Chair : Melvisa Walker. 

throagh Anarchist-Commiunism, 

Discussion Invited. Silver Collection — 

ie 

. MISGBLLANBOUS ADVBRTISBMENTS. | 

Classified aiverticements: One penny per word 
Dispiayed advertisements : 7s. 0d. per nob. 

Pre-pay and send to Manager, “Workers 
Dreadnought,” 152, Fiees Street, B.0. 4 

“Tas Rep Dawn,” «Monthly Magasine fer, 

Young Workers. Moothly, I WOPKNOCS. 
A A Ne pe A A A AN LT AL SOLE 

Faminy Liuitation Dootrins. Post free, ga 7 

Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Weetmne 
tA AIOE « 
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Communist, 20, seeks part-time sedentary cm~ 

ployment, aisO quict room. — Box (90) 
ee sree - 

Why not Unemployment Benefit for re 
Children until they are strong enough 10 ¥ : 

and old enough to vote! (Adverts) 
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