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SHIPBUILDING AND INCREASED OUTPUT. 
By HARRY 

a er — — 

POLLITT. 

Ton For Ton. 

During the war, when passions were roused to 
fever heat, and the workers were promised al 
sorts of prizes to keep them contentedly going 
on with the war, it was a simple matter to 
juunch the policy of *‘T’on for ‘l'on’’ for ail ship- 

ping sunk by the Germans, and one remembers 
now very enthusiastic the Press that represents 
the shipping interests became over this policy. 
‘ihe more ships sunk by German submarines, 
the more pronounced became the ton for ton 
cry, until tinally it was understood that as a 
result of the Armistice agreement, the shipping 
companies were to be compensated for their 
lost ships by the confiscation of the German 
merchant vessels. 

It may appear that this was a perfectly fair 
arrangement; but when one remembers that. 
every shipping company in England made 
larger pronts during the war (despite the loss 
of their ships) than were ever known before, it 
is perfectly clear that, owing to the influence 
they command, the shipping combine was able 
tc obtain both the toffee and the halfpenny. 

However, the policy has its good points, for 
as a result of the German ships being taken over 
by the English shipping combine, the necessity 
for building more ships in this country has been 
removed. ‘Lhis fact has driven home to thou- 
sands of workers in the shipyard area, more 
clearly than all the lectures will ever do, the 
fallacy of ‘Making the Germans Pay.”’ 

He will be a brave man who goes to the ship- 
building centres of the North Kast Coast and the 
Clyde to talk about ‘“‘pimching** any more Ger- 
man ships. 

The truth is, that nearly all the workers en- 
gaged in shipbuilding had been expecting a long 
run of work, as a result of so many ships being 
torpedoed; now they see that it is the German 
shipbuilder who is going to have the long run 
of work. Human nature being the nature it is, 
this is making the shipyard worker of England 
sorry that the German ships were ever taken. 
Now, on the top of all this, the Admiralty has 
stopped most of its shipyard work, and so 
has intensified the ever growing unemployed 
problem. This is exactly what the Ship- 
pnb Combine and the Shipbuilding Fed- 
eration has been playing for, and so success- 
ful has been their policy that by the end of 
September, a terrible unemployed problem will 
be confronting the shipyard workers of Britain. 
iivery day the two federations of employers 
are coming closer together, and only this week 
the tirm of Harland and Woolf, at whose head 
stands Lord Pirrie, has bought two of the 
biggest a the Clyde. This firm now 
practically dominates the shipbuilding industry, 
having its yards at Govan and other pl op 
the Ciyde, fcolhemeion, Liverpool and Belfast. 
_ Lord Pirrie is also one of the foremost figures 
in the Shipping Combine, which made over 
£300,000,000 profits during two years of the 
War, and is now in a sound financial position to 
contest the growing demands of the workers. 
lf there is one class of workers whe ought not 
to be mislel by the bogey of ‘‘Increased Pro- 
duction,”’ it is the shipyard workers of Britain, 
for there is not a shipyard in Britain where the 
workers are not already keyed up to the last 
second. The pressure is especially great ix 

those yards where piece work and the premium 
bonus system are being worked. 

i'be wncreased production cry is not worthy oi 
the men's consideration, coming, as it does, at 
a time WHER men are Lelng dismissed every week 
and when m every ship-buidimg and snip-re- 
pairing centre there is unemployment. An)- 
ohne who has seen the fivetters at work on the 
huil ot a new ship, and bas carefully noted the 
speed at which they work, knows it is impossible 
tor these men to work any harder. ‘ney are 
paid at so much per hundred and the price is 
ixed so that none out the hardiest and strongest 
can make a decent living. The constant intre- 
duction of labour-saving machinery, such as the 
oxy-acetylene burner and the pnpeumatic 
rivetter, all vend to do away with labour, and to 
increase production at the mechanics’ expense. 

What increased production means is more 
work jor less pay, and more work per man 
means, in hard facts, doing away with a lot of 
other men, a larger margin of unemployed, and 
that is the employers’ best weapon tor reducing 
wages. Increased production means increased 
protits for the capitalists and increased misery 
and poverty for the surplus workers. 

All this talk of workers working harder, when 
there is a growing army of woréers willing to 
work, but finding no work to do, is not a mere 
coincidence; it 18 just part of the policy by 
which engineering and shipbuilding capitalists 
intend to defeat the workers during the coming 
winter, and so temporarily crush the rising tide 
of the revolution. F 

For what are the facts? In November a con- 
ference is to take place at which will be dis- 
cussed the advisability of continuing or other- 
wise the 12} per cent. and the war awards. Let 
there be no mistake,: the capitalists are deter- 

Cunard crack liners slowly moving off down the 
Mersey at the close of a summer's da 
what a picture of finished workmanship such a 
ship presents. But how many of those who 
see it think of the conditions under which the 
men have worked in the shipyards before the 
liner was ready for ; ' “ 

It is © } admitted that a ritish. 
built ship pag ape oe reall sot ~ am 
finish, yet the conditions under which they are 

Continued on page 1462, 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

‘dhe Blackwall shipyard ef R: H. Green and 
Siiley W eur at sopiar is @ typical shipyard ; dur- 
ing tue wilter st 1s uke a mud pond, and there is 
mo decent anibuiance accommodation in ths 

_ yerd. Un ome occasion a Lascar was knocked 

Federation are some of the smartest and 
cleverest lawyers in the country; men like Sir 
aorta gi = , who know ths Sabplaie Gr tes 

. Sy organising the employers on the 
basis of class, irrespective of whether they 
are large employers or small, they have built 
up @ that is now straming every nerve 
to edge the workers into a fight, because they 
know the present weakness of the Trade Union 
Movement. , 

Workers’ Committees should..at once be 
elected in every yard. The country should be 
mapped out m well-defined areas, local councils 
should be appointed, and from these the smart- 
est 1uen we have should be chosen, irrespective 
of their craft, to form one National Shipbuild- 

down the dry docs. When ue was brought to the - 
dock side be iay for twenty minutes, and no 
ambulance cawe; finally be was taken to 
hospital on @ motor iorry. A month ago, a man 
received an injury to his eye; he was rendered 
unconscious, and taken to toplar Hospital on a 
horse lorry. Yet this firm has made more 
a of the war than was ever thought 

In 1918, of the firm’s employees eight mea 
were kuied and over 2,000 received injuries of 

Sem tiaang eal cyt aa gana anuary up to present, seven 
men bave been killed and over 1,000 injured. 

,1ongst the workers of the dock area the yard 
ry as ‘Heaven siriend.’’ The fact that 
spas selftunis’ “At Secmes aocid bes officers 

uggest to the workers that a cam- 
paign in favour of Increased Comfort and Safety 
a ee uc- 

Wat 1s tan Ramepy. 

to ise for the purpose of taking 
ever the venebie ot all the means of produc- 

ing is undoubtedly growing 
Unions have failed, before the 

The first essential is unity and a common pro- 
granime of action for all the shipyard areas. If 
we had these we nym not — 9 - 

presented in January, 1 where the 
1 workers in Belfast, the North-East 

eta wears ceux waa Gehan; On tee te. 
turned down-hearted and tled. We 
ought now to profit by our mistakes and set 
about the task of re-organisation. 
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ing Workers’ Council. This Council, consist- 
iug of men coming direct from the shipyards, 
would know exactly the feeling of the workers 
on any important question. If any action were 
D , the Council would be in a position to 
call for united action and able to meet organisa- 
tion by organisation. The present barrier to 
progress is the principle of craft unionism; it 
may have been necessary years ago, but to-day 
it is ineffective and obsolete. 

Whether you are mechanics or labourers, 
your wives ail pay the same price for food; you 
ail work the same long hours, you ali fear the 
spectre of unemployment, you all run the same 
risk of accidents, and work under the same dirty 
and bad conditions. Therefore your aims and 
mterests are alike; and, organising as workers 
on the basis of Class and not Craft, you breed 
the spirit of Class Consciousness and Clas» 
Solidarity. Mere aims of higher wages and 
so on, lose their interest, as larger issues come 
into view by means of your new organisation. 
So you gradually build up the structures where- 
by pe: will one day take your stand with 
workers similarly organised in other industries. 
Thus you will finally be able to take over the 
—* and control of all the productive 

es. 
Then ‘‘Increased Production’’ will mean in. 

creased wealth and leisure for the working class 
and everything for the worker that it now means 
for the capitalist. Until that time arrives, In- 
creased Production under Capitalism means in- 
creased unemployment and increased misery. 

Workers! which will you choose? 
a 
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W. F. WATSON, 

The Committee appointed by a conference 
of the London Workers’ Committee (with 
delegates from the West and East London 
Committees) to investigate the charges made 
against W. F. Watson, examined fourteen 
witnesses, fiom whom they got signed state- 
ments. The evidence clearly shows that 
Watson was in communication with the police, 
and that he received money from them. It 
also shows that Watson was endeavouring to 
mislead Scotland Yard. 

Watson told the witnesses that he had been 
threatened by a detective tor giving the pplice 
false information. | 

One witness said he advised Watson to 
lace himself in the hands of a Committee. 
his Watson apparently did not do, with the 

result that now that charges have been made 
against his integrity the responsibility falls 
upon him alone. . ’ 

The investigation Committee desires to 
make it. perfectly clear that the above is a 
summary of the evidence given them. Watson 
may be able to clear up the charges made 
against him by the Home Secretary of having 
given information “found to be of value to 
the police.” 

(Signed) T. F. Knicur, 
| J. Hunt. 

W. Forpyce. 
JT. Kime. 

Vip Ramsay. 
Jack TANNER. 
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AGAINST THE REVOLUTION. 
American CaprratisM Takes Precavrions. 

. & new and 
stringent law for its protection in the State of 
Illinois, U.S.A. The new law slipped quietly 
through the legislature unknown to most of the 
citizens. It provides :— 

Sec. 265a. It shall be unlawful for any person 
openly to advocate, by word of mouth or writing, 
the reformation or overthrow, by violence or any 
other unlawful means, of the representative form 
of Government now secured to the citizens of the 
United States and the several States by the con. 
stitution of the United States and the constity. 
tions of the several States. 
It is further declared illegal to publish, sell, or 

distribute any document, book, paper, etc., which 
organ- 

isation or become a member of any society "Site 
such object, or to be present at any meeting where 
such things are advocated, or to permit premises to 
be used for such advocacy. 

The muzzling order is most eomprehensively 

moe lty is f ho ad penalty is for anyone who advocates, pub- 
lishes or distributes papers advocating or belo : to 
a society advocating a sabove, may be punished 
by imprisonment for from one to ten years. Any- 
one who attends such a meeting or permits’ such a 
meeting to be held on his premises is liable to from 
six months to a dy imprisonment and a fine 
of 600 to 1,000 dollars (£100 to £200). The words 
“or any other unlawful means’’ may draw into the 
legal net all sorts of people who have not even made 
up their minds whether they want a revolution. 

If we lived in Illinois the members of the W.8.F 
the 8.L.P., the B.8.P. and the Workers’ Com- 
mittees might all be in prison for belonging to organ- 
isations which advocate the revolution. ven 
some members of the I.L.P. might find themselves 
in prison. 

Do not live in a fool’s paradise: we shall have 
such a law here ereeenss | Then there will be many 
converts to Bolshevism 

On September Ist the police removed the red flags 
from the Communists’*Convention in Chicago with 
a warning that no red flagé could be shown ex- 
cept with the American flag. That is a little be- 
ginning: the attempt to put down Communism 
will not stop there. 

Adolph Germer, National Secretary of the . 
American Socialist Party and a member of the 
right wing, has addressed a letier to European 
Socialists, in which he pointe out that over 2,000 
American citizens are now in prison for political 
offences and are serving sentences some of a 
each, and amounting in to 25,000 
years. These men and women receive worse treat- 
ment than ordinary criminals. 

TRELAND AS USUAL. | 
Irish political events for the week ending August 

9th, as reported in the censored daily Press, in- 
cluded 21 arrests, 10 sentences, two armed assaults 
by the police, two suppressions and proclamations 
by the military, nine Courts-martial, 40 raids by the 
military. The sentences amounted to three years 
and seven months. Jack O’Sheehan, who had been 

sentenced to two ‘an yg hard labour for singing an 
Irish patriotic was released in broken health 
and re-arrested on an unknown charge. Many 
people were injured during the breaking up by 
armed police of a meeting in County Down. At 
Ballymote, County Sligo, armed ce raided a 
number of houses late at night. P. J. Borrill, 
of Dundalk, was Court-martialed for  hav- 
ing made, in May, 1918, a map of the district 
where he lives. ‘lhe'sentence has not been pro- 
mulgated. Robert Anderson and J. Hoey are 
hunger-striking in ‘Kerry Gaol. County Clare 
prociaimed a military area, meetings, fairs, mar 
being prohibited; the Agricultural Show is there 
fore postponed. 

—_ 

THE FOOL. NEXT DOOR, &c. 
By Ex-Tram-Conductoi No. 3i7 (N. D. Douglas). 
2s. net, paper Wwiappers, Ss. 6d. net cloth buund, 

postage 3d. The author of this unusue! book was for 
a short time a tram.-conductor, but the interest o/ 
his poems, plays, stones and essays does not depend 
upon that. Iudeed he has also been a University 

student, a journalist and a dividend-drawer. Origiu- 
ality is the. note of this book. 
THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM. : 

A Play in four acts by Dougias Goldring. 
2s. net, cloth 3s. 6d. net, postage 3d. 

This is the first volume of a new series of “Plays 
fora People's Theatre. (Ready shortly.) 
FACTORY ECHOES and Other : 

By R. M. Fox. ls. 6d. net, postage 2d. 
These sketches took shape in the workshop amid 

the rattle and roar of machinery. It is life, pulsating. 
surging, calling for expression whica is portrayed 
in them. 

Ss 

GREAT OPPORTUNITY! 
Sellers of the ‘Workers Dreadnought” urgently 

needed on Sunday, September 21st, at the 
Demonstration of the Oo-o ive Movement. 

Apply to the Manages, 152, Fleet Street, H.C, 
a 
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| about to meet. 
the Parliamentary Committee’s report are 
_tlready issued to the public. 

them for help during the war . 

~ be found in the 
‘this vear, a record total of 5,265,426. 

‘ action has been misunderstood. 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

DNOUGHT 
Editor; Syivia Pankhurst 

Published by the Workers’ Socialist Federation. 

| Annual Subscription, post free—10s. 10d 
Back Numbers, 414., post free. 

‘M86. should be addressed to the Bditor at 
400, O14 Ford Road, London, 5.3. 

All business cemmunications to the MANAGER 

_. 152, Fleet Street. London, E.0, 4. 
. Telephone . Central 7240. 

Sat. Sept.i8th, 1919 

MARKING TIME. 
As we write the Trade Union Congress is 

The Chairman’s address and 

Mr. Bunning’s 
address contains absolutely nothing. Its futile 
apirit is indicated by these typical passages : — 

“The great war was not all loss. and, among other 
things, it proved the strenath and necessity of trade 

— Many of those who are now abusing 
trade unions were almost tearfilly appealing to 

. that assist- 
Ministers. Tt was ‘ance was asked bv responsible 

- freely given, and it is well to remind the public. 
Then are those—some within our own rank« 

-—who are vs discovering that the Trade Tnion 
is played ont. The anewer to them is to 

ficures of affiliated membership for 

It is a vast army, and leadership in it brings great 
ties. It is therefore uf Sores pestis responsibili , 

«to act as simply and as easily as may he desired, and 
during the year the action of the Parliamentary 

ittee on the important question of direct 

tional s on political matters. . . 
| AB to direct action, I do not believe in industrial 
atrikes on pe matters. In other w | ordg, [ do 
not despair of constitutional methods. . . . 

| Charter was first is called the r 
—* ris, of which Mr. G. N. 
ch n, and four members of your 

ng with Mr. Arthur Henderson, also 
. Itpis a great and bold idea—to bring 

| representatives of the State, the employer 
i: the worker, to consider how the world may be 

a better place in which to live. . . . 
There it is. We do not believe in direct action. 

I do not e in direct acti 

® fought goes on to-day. These re- 
moderate men in comfortable posi- 

‘fons are as stubborn as in the days when they 
rm to allow that there was any reason why 

e workers should not be Liberals and Tories. 
is the same old fight to sandbag the class 

ARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES AND Russia. 

_ The Parliamentary Committee's report am- 
plifies Mr. Bunning’s statements. The Com- 
mittee, having interviewed Mr. Bonar Law cere ia 

_ “That, the interview is satisfactory enough to 

taken to enforce 

of conscientious objectors and the with- 
val.of the secret military circular.”’ 

‘The Government's promises were obviously :% 

‘ef no importance, but there are none so blind 
as those who will not see. 

* 

| Taz Potice Union. 
The Parliamentary Committee's statement 

on the Police Union is brief, but highly signifi- 
cant; it takes the part of the Government 
throughout, though its words are bold and 
guarded : 7 

‘‘. . . The matter was fully and frankly 
discussed with the Home Secretary. . - Mr. 
Shortt declined to discuss the question of recog- 
nition of the men’s union, claiming that he had 
proved in the House of Commons that the 
Union’s representatives had broken pledges 
given to his predecessor (Sir G. Cave). The 
Home Secretary handed to the deputation 
copies of agreements which had been entered 
into after the strike of the previous year, which 
were signed by the Union's chief official and 
initialled by SirG. Cave. The Home Secretary 
laid special stresa upon the following clause in 
the signed agreement :— 

‘The organisation shall be entirely with- 
in the force, and shall be entirely independ- 
ent of and unassociated with any outside 
body.”’ 3 : 
Then, says the Parliamentary Committee :— 
“Application for affiliation with the Trades’ 

Tuion Congress was made five months later. in 
February of the pregent vear. The Committee were 
not informed of t istence of the above agree- 
ment.”’ 

The Parliamentary Committee overlooks all 
that was happening in the police force during 
the interim. But does ,the Parliamentary 
Committee seriously state that if it had known 
of the existence of the agreement, an agree- 
ment which ought not be binding upon any body 
of workers. it would have refused the Polics 
Union's affiliation ? 

Evidently it does. But the speeches made 
even before the disclosure of the agreement 
were absolutely appalling: it is well that the 
Parliamentary Committee has published them. 
We take a few extracts from the report :— 
MR. BOWERMAN: The question has arisen 

whether it is not possible to recognise the men’s 
organisations in some way. 

MR. GOSLING: You can appreciate that one of 
our difficulties is that we began by believing that the 
Government had ised the organisation of the 
police into a Trade Union. By your own actions 
you proved that to us. You invited them to one 
or two conferences which were only attended by 

ion) representatives, and in that way we 
ba associated with the belief that they 

were recognised in the ordinary way that trade 
unions are. \[hen we affiliated the police to the 
Trade Union Wongress. .. I do not want to 
take up a posmion of opposition in any way at all 
at what is being done 

I was wondéring whether you would allow us, 
first of all, td get into touch with these ple 
whom we cannot very well throw down, and have 
a chat with them, and perhaps see you again about 
it; whether the position you are taking up would 
enable you to do that with us. .. . e are 
getting, as you know as well as we do, into all kinds 
of difficulties all over the country. Sets ef men 
are méeting and stopping work, and we have to get 
them back again that kind of thing. Whilst I 
do not want to be a party to making any complaint 
against the Government in what they are 
ok sw, 
MR. DAVIS: The people cannot understand why 

the postman can havea union and the policeman 
cannot. I know the difference, but the workers do 
not. 
MR. THOMAS: Unless we are careful—and by 

‘‘we’’ I mean the Government, the employers and 
ourselves—we are going headlong into disaster. _ . 
The Government, I quite recognise, must be 
firm. . . . Cannot you do something towards 
pemewing these poor them dupes if you 
like, them people who have been fools. . 

MR. STUART BUNNING: If it was agreed to 
by lves we cannot say anything.’’ — 
Can one wond at these men are re- 

garded as Government agents? If they are 
genuinely trying to do their best, their humble. 
ignominious pleading for their fellow members 
of the working class is indeed pitiful. 

THe CoaL QUESTION. 

The Miners, when first they put forward the r 
charter, declared that they were prepared to 
strike for it. At their conference the other day 
they rejected Lloyd George’s proposal to 
trustify the industry and demanded the Sankey 
scheme, in itself an unsatisfactory compromise 
As to what they are prepared to do, they said: 

ing on the Trade Union Con 

en, 

“We do not at thic stage recommend the miners 
to take industrial action to secure the adoption of 
the Coal Commission Report, but we invite the 
Trade Union Congress to declare that the fullest 
and mort effective action be taken to secure that tha 
“overnment shall adopt the Majority Report of the 
Commission as to the future governance of the 
industry.”’ 

The resolution is weak and indefinite ; anyong 
could vote for it; it means just what anvone 
pleases. To the Parliamentary Committee it 
would mean one of their humbly-spoken depu- 
tations ; to the Communists it means direct ac. 
tion, of course. The direct-actionists have been 
beaten in the first round, otherwise the resolp- 
tion would have declared for direct action, eal]. 

s to declare a 

general strike in support of the miners. 
Revolutionary Socialists in the mining ip- 

dustry have held themselves confidently de- 
claring that the miners, because their industry 
is absolutely indispensable, would. presently 
force the Government to socialise the coal. 
mines and hand them over to the control of the 
workers. 

Lord Fisher’s statement that all the vessels 
in the Navy that are not driven by fuel oil, 
but by eoal, should be serapped forthwith 
should make the miners realise that a formid- 
able rival to their industy has now taken a 
firm hold. Oil has now become the foremost 
obiect of Capitalist strife ; it is contended for in 
Mexico, Baku, Mesopotamia, Galicia, even in 
this country prospectors are active. 

The miners must hasten if they are going 
to bring about the revolution through their in- 
dustrial pre-eminence. ‘It seems more likely 
that the Revolution will arise» from the deep 
abvss of hunger and hardship into which the 
workers are being hastened. 
‘Tag UnempLoyMENT DOLE TO BE REDUCED. 
Whilst the workers are urged to speed up 

production the Government is casting about to 
find ways and means of reducing the unemploy- 
ment dole. A Committee of Inquiry, on which 
the Labour Party has a representative—Tom 
Shaw, M.P. (we are glad to note that the 
Trade Union 
presentative) — has presented recommenda- 
tions for cutting down the dole and making it 
more difficult to obtain. It is proposed, after 
13 weeks, to reduce the payment of £1 a week 
to men and 15s. a week to women to 15s. for 
men and 12s. for women, and to cut off the 
children’s allowances altogether! The giving 
of children’s allowances, it is said, ‘‘is out of 
place and leads to undesirable results.’’ 

‘Attention is called to the fact that it is 
ges for several members of the same house- . 
old to be drawing, concurrently, the full 

amount of donation,’’ and thus to draw ‘con 
sidefable weékly sums.’’ Oh, dear, dear; how 
alarming! But the Committee cannot yet see 
its way to stop it. About 45 prosecutions 4 
week for drawing the dole unlawfully are now 
taking place; the Committee attaches the 
‘greatest importance to the detection and pun- 
ishment of fraud (by poor people) and thinks 
that more stringent methods might have been 
taken to prevent it and advocates ‘‘a closer co- 
operation with the police.’’ The Committee 
thinks that some of those who are drawing the 
dole are, ‘‘if not actually unemployable, on the 
border-line, on account of ill-health, lack of 
skill, criminal habits, or other reasons.’’ Will- 
ing to exclude such people the Committee de- 
sires the dole to be placed on a contributory 
basis. Also, the mittee recommends 
that an applicant may be offered work that 's 
not their usual vocation, but somewhat similar 

and ‘‘does not necessarily carry his former rate 
of pay, and that if he does not accept such em- 
oon the payment of donation should be re- 
fused.’’ 

The position of ex-Service men the Com: 
mittee desires to have closely inquired into. 
‘‘ Any who have never been accustomed to work 
or who for other reasons are not likely to remain 
in employment should be excluded.”’ 
What is to be done with the poor, excluded 

human beings? How the children whose allow- 
ances are cut off are to exist is not indicated: 

ongress refused to appoint a re- | 

— ee 
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- Jevel of comfort the employed, the unemployed 
and the unemployable. 
ten Shaw, ‘the Labour representative, signs 
+he report, subject to the reservations on the re- 
duction of the dole and abolition of children’s 

allowances. The new espionage and stricter 
inquisition does not appear to dismay him. 

Courtine Down Souprers’ TRAINING 
ALLOWANCES. 

The Government has announced a new flat 
rate of £2 a week for disabled soldiers in train. 
ing, this will include pension. Men with 100 
per cent. disablement pension will find their in- 
eome reduced by 22s. 6d. a head. The de- 
mobilised soldier is already beginning to dis- 
eover that, in the eye of the Government, he 
has fallen from the position of a ‘‘hero’’ to that 
of a tiresome pauper. 

THE INTERVENTION QUESTION, 
The Triple Alliance has failed to censure its. 

Executive ‘for stopping the ballot for direct 
action against the Russian intervention. 

Now the Trade Union Congress has an op- 
portunity to bring its Parliamentary Committee 
to book for not having arranged with the Labour 
Party Executive to-take direct action on this 
question, according to instructions of the South- 
‘port Conference. The fall of the Hungarian 
‘Soviet and the determined attack on Russia 
carried on by the Allies against Soviet Russia 
ever since should nerve the Congress to realise 
that its action now should be clear and definite. 
We are promised a great debate. How weary, 
how disgusted we are of debate and compro- 
mises! Henderson, Clynes, Hodge, Brace and 
all the Parliamentarians who are opposing the 
Workers’ Revolution are here to throw dust in 
their eyes and to pursuade them to remain in- 
active. 

Tue TREACHERY OF THE MODERATES. 
Day by day it is more clearly realised that 

the Moderate and so-called ‘‘democratic’’ poli- 
ticians who oppose themselves to the Com- 
munist Revolution are as dangerous to the 
workers’ cause as the most hardened reaction- 
ary. Kieff has just been lost to the Soviets be- 
cause Petlura, the so-called ‘‘democratic ’ 
Ukrainiah Nationalist, has joine@ his forces 
with those of Denikin. 

Noske, the Social patriot who supported the 
Kaiser’s war and, whilst calling himself a Social 
Democrat, fights Socialism with all his might, 
whose administration is responsible for the 
deaths of Liebknecht and Luxemburg, is now 
actually bargaining with the Big Four for con- 
cessions to Germany as a reward for German aid 
in fighting Soviet Russia. 

LikUtT.-COLOXEL SHERWOOD KELLY’'s 
Exposure. 

The eourageous exposure of Lieut.-Colonel 
Sherwood Kelly, V.C., who, disregarding the 
ponalties which he risks and the certain de- 
struction of his military career, has come out 
to tell the truth about the Russian intervention, 
should shame the Trade Union Congress and 
even its Parliamentary Committee into direci 
action to stop the attack on the Workers’ 
Uovernment of Russia. 
EsvHONIANS JOIN THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL. 
The news, contained in a Reuter message 

from Copenhagen, that the Esthonian Congress 
ut Reval has joined the Third International ‘and 
passed a Communist resolution, effectively 
gives the lie to the pretence that the Esthonian 
workers are opposed to Soviet Russia and fight 
willingly against the Russians. What now be- 
comes of the recognition by the Second Inter- 
national of the Capitalist Esthonian Republic 
and its Coalition Government and Capitalist 
politicians and Social patriots? That Govern- 
ment dissolved the Reval Congress and arrested 
and banished to Russia 102 of the delegates who 
were members of the Communist Party which 
the Government had banished to Soviet Russia. 
Little, of the Chicago Tribune, reports that 
20,000 soldiers of the Esthonian White Army 
went over to the Communists in one week. 

E Syivia Pancuvurst. 
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Vienna Movine to ComMunisM. 
It is said that the Soviets would now be 

officially controlling Austria, but for the ~ 
that the Allies would in that evetit treat the 
countr: ac they have treated Hungary. Never- 
theless the power of the Workers’ Council is 
growing steadily in Vienna. Two months ago 
it forced the Government to allow poor people 
to occupy empty houses at a nominal rent, but 
now the Workers’ Council has taken the matter 
into its own hands and is putting the poor into 
unoccupied rooms in the larger houses. 

The British Ministry of Health which is cut- 
ting down the housing schemes, should note 
this. 
A RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE OF THE LEAGUE 

OF NATIONS. 
According to the Herald a Continuation Com- 

mittee to serve as a nucleus of the religious counter- 
pert of the Labour Department of the 
Nations was formed at & prosreane, De 

The Britis 

JEWISH POGROMBS. 
Albert Thomas, the French Social Patriot. who, 

at the beginning of the war joined the French 
Cabinet, has signed, with others, a‘protest against 
the terrible suffering inflicted upon the Jews by the 
Roumanian troops in Bessarabia. and by counter- 
revolutionaries in the Ukraine, where they sy that 
millions of men, women and childteh are — 
to death and dishonour and the Jewish population 
is threatened with complete extermination. 
Thomas is bitterly opposing the Communists of 

Russia as he oppdsed the Communists of Hungary. 
He and those with whom he associates know that it 
is to persecution by precisely the same forces that 
tie Communists have been delivered in Hungary, 
and those portions of Russia where the reactionarirs 
have regained control. 

Morgori. the Italian Socialist Member of Parlia- 
ment, declares that the white terror in Hungary 
is assiming atrocious forms and that pogroms are 
row succeeded by the systematic murder of im- 
prisoned persons, 

Starvation still faces the Austrian people. The 
Save the Children Fund offivials state that out of 
150,000 Viennese children requiring special care 
it is hoped “‘with the help of Switzerland and out- 
side countries: to save every third child from pre- 
uature death.’ Yet hecause Petrograd ' stip- 
posed to have been rendered short of food by the 
Allied blockade the anti-Bolsheviks insist that they 
must overthrow the Workers’ Soviets by force of 
arms! The “Big Four’? and the Social patriots 
have made a graveyard of Europe! 

UNNECESSARY MISERY, 

On August ld4th, Elsie Smith, a clerk in the 
W.R.A.F., aged 22. whilst lying in the Salvation 
Army Maternity Home, recet a letter from her 
sister saying that her baby could not be brought 
home. She tried to smother her baby, then we 
till a nurse came and restored the chil te nimati: 
in two or three minutes, “I didn’t th tk t could 
do it, but they won't have her at home.” That 
was Elsie Smith’s explanation. Now she is to be 
tried for attempted murder. Her parents, of 
course, desired to be thought respectable set 
what the neighbours would say dae wane impor “h 
to them than the happiness of their daughter and 
ber child. Now the neighbours have been given 
very much greater occasion .for talk ng: r 
daughter has not only brought a poor little baby 
into the world without the sanctionlof the law, but 
now it will be said that she is a would-be murderess. 
But as a matter of fact it is those smug people at 
home who would have been the murderers of the 
baby if the unfortunate mite had died. 

Marriage and legitimacy laws are all made for 
materialistic ends to keep property in the fami 
and to secure provision for the child duri 
infancy and the mother during her periods of help- 
lessness, And now we often see the amazing spectacle 
of a girl who has given herself unmarried to a young 
man, also unmarried, being persecuted by women 
who have married men they do not even like. in 
order to secure a home and material comfort, and by 
men who are legally married but who consort with 
prostitutes when they are away from home or in the 
army. ® : 

Only through Communism. which will assure 
material needs to everyone, and will provide 
abundantly for all children, can a reasonable work- 
ing solution be found for these p The 
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50, LEINSTER DE PA 
(By kind permission of Madame Levinek: 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28rd, at 8 p.m 
Miss Enirs Aszanam (Violin), 

Maria Lavinsxaya (Piano), 
And other well-known Artistes. 

Tickets, ‘7/6, 6/-, 2/6, from Miss Surra, 
eet Ss Old’ Ford Road, 3. 8, 
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1466 THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

JAPAN AND SOVIET RUSSIA. 
By Sew Katayama.* 

The Oriental Economist, To 
: and sensible , 

: ave aaily indepen- 
_ dent, fair and 
influence in Japan, has said words in the past on 
the Russian Bolshevik Government that ought to 
be well remembered even bv Socialists. Tt never 
attacked the ag of the Soviet Government: on 

ise 
the yp yobeat pn Wag ye and insisted on open 
shonld recogn | nin government and war 
the Japanese with such headlines as “‘Recocnise 
the Bolehevik Government!” (July. 25th. 1918): 
a ’t Forget There Will be a Revived Russia!’ 
(same date); ‘Announcement of Troop Embarkation 
to Viadivostok’’ (August 15th, 1918), under which 
it criticises severely the Jananese and American 
policy in Siberia and asks: ‘““Who are the Russian 
peote “who gladly receive the Allied countries’ 

pre: sey w Troops from Siberia!’’ (Sep- 
tember 15th, 1918), and again. “Withdraw our 
Siberian Troops’ (April 5th, 1919). It never ap- 

Sean Ee Udter ot tomnasteteas the Lente conore u 1 recognising min govern- 
ment. It will interest readers to know what the 
paper said under the ahove title in the issne of 
last April 5th: “The Japanese army in Siberia 
lost from Janvarv to March. 301 soldiers killed and 
158 men wounded by attacking the Rolshevika, and 
one battalion wae loet entirely. There arose strong 
and loud cries against the Siberian intervention 
among the Japanere. Those saoldiers died in the 
fielda of Siberia like dogs. Our Siberian policy is 
an utter failnre. We mnet withdraw our troovs 
from there by all means! At first our policy and aim 
was to aid the Orzecho-Slovak soldiers. When this 
aim was accomplished our aim was changed, namelv, 
to attack and destrov Bolsheviem in Russia—that is. 

ference in Russia’s internal 
policy. Foreien Minister Uchida said in the Par- 
liament that “the first aim of our troops in Siberia 
i« considered to be accomplished, but we cannot with- 
draw our armv. Our armv is now to keep peace and 
order among those localities oceupied by our army.’’ 
What does it mean to sustain the peace and order ? 
Minister Wehida said: “Our nolicy is not to inter- 
fere with Russia's internal policy by any means, but 
if there is any one who is against our keeping peace 
and order, our troops’ sweeping the Rolsheviks avaav 
was the result of the same policv.’? What localities 
are those occupied by our troops? The War Minister 
said: ‘The Japanese troops cuarding the front lines 
extended over 4,000 miles and alona these lines and 
their vicinitv. Japan’s troops are placed to keep the 
peace and order. Our aim bein to restore Russia 
by sympathizing with the Om<«k Government, we 
agree to call those who side with the Omsk Govern- 
ment. the Moderates. and to help them is to keep 
the peace and order to-day, so that anvone who re- 
siste our soldiers who are thus keepine peace and 
order will be suvpressed.”” Thus our Siberian policy 
is clear as davilicht to help the Omsk: Government 
with our army; those who obev the Omsk Govern- 
ment are called the ‘‘Moderates’’ and those opnosed 
“Bolsheviks.” and to sweep awav the Bolsheviks is 
our mode of maintainine law and order. Althouch 
Foreign Minister Uchida savs our nolicy is not to 
interefere with Ruasia’s internal nolicv——is this not 
interfering with Russia’s internal volicv? Really, 
‘our Government is engaged in armed intervention on 
the Russian internal policy ‘along four thousand 
miles. There will he no Russian internal policy for 
four thousand miles. There will he no Russian who 
will not consider us his enemy and hold a bad feel- 
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ing towards us. In every country and in any age 
there are always disaffected persons. Our war 
minister’s so-called ‘‘Moderates’’ are nothing but 
disaffected persons, and the vast majority of 
Russians are to-day his so-called Bolsheviks. There- 
fore, if we keep our army in Siberia any longer, the 
more strongly will we make all the Russians our 
enemies. It is better soon to withdraw our army 
from Siberia !’’ , 

As soon as we withdraw our troops from Siberia, 
the Omsk Government is sure to be put down by the 
Bolshevik Party. Our soldiers in Siberia, since the 
beginning of the intervention, died ‘‘a dog’s death,”’ 
a useless death, and war expenses are simply wasted. 
We rexzret the loss on account of our mistaken 
policy, indeed! But by withdrawing our troops 
now we shall hereafter commit no more of such a 
senseless sacrifice and, moreover. the inimical atti- 
tude of the Russians can he eliminated. This is 
the opinion of the best people of Japan. 

e Japanese Government’s Siberian policy is 
upheld by the Allies. including America. It is a 
most ontrageous policy. To them the Russian — 
people are onlv the bourgeois class who are acainst 
the Bolshevik Government.and trying to sell Russia 
to the foreign capitalists ! ? 
A Chinese proverh says, ‘The mouth of the public 

melts metal.’’ It indicates the influence of public 
rumour. hut to counteract this anparent effect of 
the public rumour or even the public opinion. a pro- 
verb savs: “Shinri wa saigo no shori’’ (Truth is the 
ultimate victor). All lies, falsehoods and twisting 
the facts about the Russian Soviet Republic and its 
doings have been poured on the people the world 
over for the past eichteen months to fool and mis- 
lead them. These lies, skillfully fabricated by the 
capitalists and their paid agents—journalists, 
editors and pressmen of big dailies, even those truth- 
loving Christians and God-fearing men, may mis- 
lead and cheat the people for a while, but thev are 
like a house built on sand. or storm clouds before 
the sun: they will soon fall awav hefore the truth. 

_ The true state of things about Russia and her Soviet 
Revublic will he known to the world and the hearts 
and souls of all of hnmanity, in spite of all the lies. 
We know all those big phrases uttered ahout the 
aima of the present world war which is just about to 
be closed, and the noble ideals of a democratic peace 
based on the self determination of neoples concerned. 
rroved to be nothing but words and phrases ! Capital- 
istic Governments and their diplomats will not make 
a lasting peace in the world. We know that. There 
is only one true. lasting peace of the world, that is 
the Russian Bolshevik peace pronosed hv Lenin and 
Trotzky when they formed the Soviet Government. 
At least this is the consensus of opinion among the 
great masses of the world, and T am glad to say that 
the Japanese Socialists are of firm belief on this 
aspect. Thev know full well who are the Russian 
people and are ready to aid them by every means 
in their power. 
 * Sen Katavama is the greatest leader of the 

Japanese Socialists. He was a well-known ficure 
in the 2nd International, and his public fraternisa- 
tion with the late George Plokhanoff at the Inter- 
pational Socialist Congress at Amsterdam in 1904, 
during the Russo-Japanese war, will for ever stand 
out as one of the 
Socialist history. 

(From the Prorpie’s Russian INFORMATION 
Buregar.) , 

EWS ITEMS. 
THE SOVIETS AND CHINA. 

Le Populaire, tember 2nd, announces a Mos- 
cow wire to China a resumption of 
oficial relations, and offering to relinquish Russia’s 
share of the Boxer indemnity, as well as all special 
commercial and other privileges. 

GERMAN INTRIGUES. 

the Treat 
suites, end thet both Raltehek and Denikin aré dis- 
satisfied with the help given by the Big Four and 
their attitude towa 
ties. | 
According to the Paris Temps the troops under 

Se crhune creat ceaas 0.000 cnrean, | sts, are a ‘ strong ; 
Rhenish Prussi 

Berlin and other towns. 
that Germany will thus obtain dominance in 

a the queations of Nationali- 

ania, White Russia, and the Baltie pooviness, and 
thereby, in Russian affairs generally, which will 
compensate Germany for Western reverses, whilst 
the Kntente remains ‘‘a passive spectator.’’ 
I.’ Humanité, however, declares that the Entente is 
not a passive spectator, and that the object of the 
manoeuvre is to establish a counter-revolutionary 
army. 

Philips Price asserts that a Franco-German agree- 
ment has been arrived at by which German 
risoners in France have been sent in large num- 
rs to the Anti-Bolshevist armies in the Baltic pro- 

vinces. The French t provides the equip- 
ment and the German Government is responsible for 
the transport. Russian prisoners of war are also 
sent to re-inforce counter-revolutionaries. _ 

THE UNITED STATES AND SOVIET RUSSIA. 
L’ Humanité of August 31st reports that a Russian 

wireless message of August 27th says: ‘“The United 
tes wish to resume normal relations with us as 
n as possible.”’ There is‘ reason to hope that 

Soviet Russia will succeed in establishing economic 
relations with America as soon as the stability of the 
Soviet Government has been proved by the defeat of 
Koltchak and Denikin. 

. THE RED ARMY. 

According t o L’Humanité. August 29th, the 
Russian Red Army consists of 485, combatants, 
$9,000 in the North, 167,000 in the West, 146,000 
in the South, 133,000 in the Fast, with a reserve of 
Hp’ yey the interior, which brings the total to 

pe VU. 

_ The Times phi memo in the Middle Fast | 
from Damascus on August 15th a very frank ponte 

Robert de 

rightest incidents in niodern — 

AUSTRIAN COMMUNISTS DEMAND RUPTURP 
WITH THE ENTENTE. 

L’ Humanité reports a meeting of Workers’ Coun. 
cil of Vienna on August 4th, when the question of 
the right of asylum of Bela Kun and the other 
Hungarian People’s Commissaries was disc | 
A resolution, supported by Seitz, the President of 
the Assembly, was adopted, declaring the right t 
be incontrovertible. The Communists, led by Citi. 
zeness Friedlaender, demanded the immediate estah. 
lishment of a Soviet Republic in Austria’and the 
reverance of all relations with the Entente. [, 
the last great congress of the Workers’ Council, on 
July Ist, Citizeness Friedlaender had confessed that 
the Austrian workers had not yet enough confidence 
in Communism and that her only hope lay in the 
action of the Entente workers. 

FRANCE AND SYRIA. 

»of the situation there. The Vicomte 
Caix, in the Bulletin de PAsie Fransaise, has com. 
plained that whilst the British Government, by the 
Sykes-Picot secret agreement of 1916 pledged itself 
to leave Svria as a sphere of French influence. thic 
agreement was in conflict with one it had made with 
the King of the Hedjaz in 1915, and which had heey 
kept secret from the French. versity 

The Times correspondent admits the accusation, fpumer 
explaining the matter thus :— | Rost 0 

“Our secret diplomatists during the war 
banked so little on victory that not only did they 7 Salts: 
distribute pledges richt and left, seeking aid from B06!) 
any auarter, bunt they did not even take the fhe th 
trouble to avoid contradictions in their pledges. satio 
The ill-starred Sykes-Picot agreement of 1916, mee 
which assiened as a French ephere of influence the $8 polit 
whole of Syria. as well as the vilayets of Adana. 
Diarbekr and Mosul, besides proving a source of 
deep discontent to our Italian Allies, who, unlike 
Russia, were not participants, was, as M. de Caix 
says, compatible with a previous secret agreement 
between ourselves and the Arabs. : 

“Tt was in any case an entirely indefensible 
proceeding to dispose of the future of these 
people without reference either to themselves or to 
our own democracies.’’ 

‘This last observation is very just. but we never 
find any objection in the columns of the Times to 
the disposal of the “‘future of peoples without refer- 
ence either to themselves or to our own democracies” 
when they are to come under British rule. But 
though the Times corréspondent says the secret © 
agreement was wrong, he asserts that the British —# 
authorities are sticking to it. He says.that British %& 
officers have been instructed : - 

“To do everything possible to a good re- — 
lations between the French and Arabs, to have 
no political secrets from the French officers.” iy 
But the Times correspondent tells us the French §); 

officers do not believe in the disinterested inten- 4, 
tions of the British; they are in an “excited” and ~ 
“touchy” stgte. This, he says, is because they find 
themselves : eS 
“ina — which ~~ friendly an4 

ut find to enthusiastic, actively hostile and — 
suspicious. . . At a meeting in Aleppo a | 
majority in favour of the French was secured by 
the une and spontaneous presence of a 
number of British officers, who voted solidly for 
France in the hope that this striking manifesta- 
tion of the popular will would lead to their own 
speedy withdrawal from the country.” 

ese are most interesting statements: so the 
French soldiers, even the officers, were misled into 
the belief that the - le of Syria wanted them to oll. 
occupy the country he British people are made wag 

_ to believe similar silly stories in regard to the many had 
countries occupied by British troops. = 

ndent goes on to explain that ‘gme The Times correspo ; 
the British taxpayers’ money is being paid to the 
Syrian Arabs, though the French want to take over 
‘this expensive privilege,’ and that it may take 
100,000 soldiers two years to subdue the country. 
The situation has become simply an issue between 
Mahomedan and Christian. he Vicomte de Catr 
asserts that the British have engineered this ‘‘de- 
plorable”’ result, the Times correspondent says. He 
declares that the Syrian Christians would prefer a 
French to a British occupation, but “The Musul- 
mans, the overw would helming majority . 
like to be left to their own sweet will 
that, the British, or, better still 
more remote power such as America.” 
The French to give Syria a measure of 

autonomy “under French supervision’’ and to make 
Prince Feisal the ruler, but Prince Feisal, we are 
told, though Lloyd George has urged him strongly 
to come to an agreement with Clemenceau, is sup- 
posed to be at one with the anti-French Party, and 
to have said that “if the French want Damascus 
they must take it.” Meanwhile, the young Arab 
Party says: “No life without independence: Syria 
must be undivided.” 

THE BRITISH IN COLOGNE. 

“We hear from Cologne ‘that the English 
authorities are giving gp of extreme ere’ 

ainst persons su o vism. F 
palsions ate numerous. Anyone caught —, > 
alse passport is conde Le a 
imprisonment As English military tribunal, 
threatened with shooting if the offence occurs 
again."’—Avanti! August 14th. . 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 

A DOSTOIEVSKY EPISODE. 
At the present time, when we are called 

anoa twice daily by the Capitalist Press to 
wemble with horror and indignation at the hypo- 
thstical crimes of the Russian Soviet Govern. 
ment, it is interesting to refer to the fully 
substantiated records of atrocities which the 
Tesrist Governments have been permitted to 
serpetrate for centuries, without fear of “‘inter- 
vention” by other Kuropean Powers, for humani- 
trian reasons, The following is an extract 

» the Memoirs of Sonia.Kovaleveky, the 

eat woman mathematician, herself the daughter 
sf a Russian landowner, concerning Dostoievsky, 
he celebrated writer, 

It was the year of revolt, 1848. All Europe 
was ina state of excitement, In St. Petersburg, 

icularly amongst the students at the Uni- 
tversity, and the pupils at the Polytechnicon, 
numerous small societies were formed, which at 
first only ocoupied themselves with literary pur- 
suits. But, as the police had orders to prohibit 

societies, of whatever description they might 
be, the young men were obliged to hold their 
meetings in secret, and so by degrees they took 
a political character. 

It was Petroschevski, an unusually clever man; 
nd warm adherent of Fourier, who first con- 

Eceived the idea of joining all these small socie- 
ties into one large secret political confederation, 

However, Petroschevski and his party did not 
aim at open revolt, nor at any attempt on the 

PEmperor’s life, and their objects apj-ear rather 
@nvocent compared with the Nihilistic propa- 
ganda of later years. The questions discussed 

their secret meetings were mostly of an 
abstract character, and occasionally rather naive, 

3 for instance: Can we reconcile the killing of 
ies and traitors with the principles of philan- 

hurch incompatible with Fourier’s ideals? 
| Dostoievsky joined Petroschevski’s party. It 
‘@ippeared from subsequent investigations that 
@his crime had been to read an account of 

“$Fourier'’s principles at one of the secret meet- 
Pings, and to have been involved in a pla for 
-@etablishing a secret printing office. 

The punishment for this offence was—Siberia | 
April 23rd, 1849 was a fatal day to the 

}Petroschevskists ; the chief and thirty of his 
adherents were arrested on that day. Dostoievsky 

Agave a detailed and graphic account of their long 
Pimprisonment and tria!. : 

“Tt was not till Fe'sruary 23rd the followin8 
yyear that my sentence was read to me in my 
poll. I was condemned to be shot! Nothing 
qvas said about the tims, but scarcely an hour 
ghad passed when the gaoler appeared and teld 
me to put on my own clothes. Under strong 
pescort I was led out into the yard, where nineteen 
7°" my companions were waiting. It was seven 
@oclock in the morning. We were put into 
@earriages, four. in each, accompanied by a 
Beoldier. 

} ‘‘‘Where are we going?’ we asked. ‘I must 
@eot tell you,’ the soldier replied. And as the 
carriage windows were covered wita ice we 

qoould see nothing outside. 

“At lagt we reached Senajenovski Square. 
ln the middle of it a scaffold was raised, up to 
“gwhich we were led and 
We were so carefully watched that it was im- 
‘Ppossible to say more than a few words to those 
4 who stood nearest. 

FM mediately. 

| ‘Sentenced to be shot!’ 

@ not to be forgotten’ 

ranged in two lines. 

“A sheriff appeared on the scaffold and read 
#out our sentence of death ; it was to be executed 

‘ Twenty times the fatal words were repeated’ 
And so indelibly were 

the werds graven into my memory, that for years. 
“Getterwards I would awake in the middle of the 

Right, fancying I heard them being read. But 
at the same time I distinctly remember another 

Gtircumstance ; the officer, after having finished 

the reading, folded the paper and put it into his 
pocket, after which he descended {rum the seal. 
fold. Atthis moment the sun broke through 
the clouds, and I thought: ‘It is impossible; they 
can't mean to kill us!’ and I whispered these 
words to my nearest companion, but instead of 
answering, he only pointed to a line  ! 
that stood near the scaffold, covered with a large 
cloth. 

coffin : 

“All my hope vanished in an instant, and I 
expected to be shot in a few minutes, It gave 
me a great fright, but I determined not to show 
any fear, and 1 kept talking to my companion 
about different things. He told me afterwards 
that I had not even been very pale, 

“All of a sudden a priest ascends the scaffold 
and asks if any of the condemned wishes to con- 
fess his. sins, 
but when the prieat held ont the crucifix we all 
touched it with our lips. 

Only one accepted the invitation, 

“Petroschevsky and two others, who wore con. 
sidered the most culpable, were already tied to 
the poles and had their heads covered with a kind 
of bag, and the soldiers stood ready to fire at the 
command ‘ Fire!’ 

“T thought I might perhaps have five minutes 
more to live, and awful these moments were, I 
kept staring at a church with a gilt dome, which 
reflected the sunbeams, and [ suddenly felt that 
these beams came from the region where I was 
to be myself in a few moments ! 

“Thea there was a general stir, I was too 
shortsighted to discern anything, but | felt that 
something extraordinary was happening. At last 
I descried an officer, who came galloping across 
the square, waving a white handkerchief, He 
was sent by the Emperor to announce our pardon, 
Afterwards we learned that the sentence of death 
had oply been a threat, intended as ‘a lesson 

But thie leseon had fatal 
consequences for many of us. When Grigorief 
was released from the pole, he had become mad 
through the terror he had undergone whilst wait- 
ing for the fatal shot, and he never recovered 
his reason, Nor do [ think that any of us es- 
caped without lifelong injury to his nervous 
system, 

“ Besides, when we were taken up to the scal- 
fold, they took off our clothes, so that we had 
snent more than twenty minutes standing in our 
bare shirts in a cold of 22 degrees Réaumur be- 
low freezing point! When we came back to our 
prisons, some of us had their ears and ses frozen; 
one got inflammation of the lungs, which ended 
in consumption, As for myself, I don’t remem- 
ber to have had the slightest sensation of the 
cold. 

‘Our sentence of death had been changed to, 
eight years’ penal servitude in Siberia, and 
many years’ subsequent exile.” 

Brutal and calculated acts of thie kind, and of a 
nature almost indescribable, have been perpetrated 
continuously by the Tsarist governments even 
against the mildest of progressive spirits, up to 
the eve of the Revolution, 

If we allow the reactionary forces again to 
hold sway, and this reversion can only 
be accomplished with our help, what unspeak- 
able calamities must inevitably befall our noble 
comrades in Russia. 

Nothing heroic is demanded of as; no insur- 
mountable barriers obstruct our progress, we 
have only to wield the power that we possess. 
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Facts about 
Communist Hungary, May 1919. 

By A.ice Riaos Hunt. 

A clear and interesting account of how the 
_ Soviet system worked in Hungary; interviews 

with Bela Kun and other leading citizens. 
— PRION 4a. — 

From “The Workers’ Socialist Federation,” 
400, Old Ford, Road, E. 3. 

has so many hours to thi 
of all kinds, (¢ 
Fool Next Door, we see Ex-Tram 
there wearing his uniform with the brass buttons 
and the ticket-puncher with its leather 
his shoulder. 
kindliness. 

though writing is obviously an old habit with him, 
and he seems to love words and the choice and . 
ing of them, as much ag he desires to express his 
thoughts. 

No. 317” (N. D. Douglas). London: C. W. jel, 
Ltd., Graham House, T 

we think more successful and covera @ wild 
incident. 

A TRAM CONDUCTOR’S MUSINGS. 

A TRAM CONDUCTOR’S MUSINGS. 
Of course the tram conductor should write: he 

ba ope yng la On the frontiapiece of 
-Conductor No. 317 

strap over 

e looks out on us with a genial 

We think that this ix probably hin first book, 

"The Foot Next Door, by ‘‘Ex-Tram-Conductor 

udor-street ; 2/6 and 4 
The book contains both prose and beshed he, 

of 

“THE FOOL NEXT DOOR” is described as 

dull level; he did not paint all 
started in his view of peo ri 

thal, he saw 
and 

that 
the wonderf Fes 

sigee completed their full glory, would 
time mystically made up te them 
time, and all would hem he seen in 
He believed in paradox and said th | 
not forbid variety.’’ Shem. 

Afver a shorthand sketch of G. K. Chesterton 
Come | 

Ss 

War tor Kver.”’ ‘ ‘There are 
Agent Provocateur a a play | 
dicalist,’’ which tells of two peor young agi 
a husband and wile, who w ning a “*V 
and Men’s Syndicalist and Suit 
were unable to pay Le yrs 

statiag that her husband ’ ‘revioua 
agrees to a proposition Ww | : 
rejected to seil Suttragette plans to the ys 
wite. She says: ‘‘I’ll take great care that they're all 
por wnat in the result the Liberal Government ix 
defeated. 

is 

We chose this poem for quotation; not that it is 
better than others, but for its subject, because it is 
an indication of the way the revolutionary wind 
comes blowing here. : 

SONNBT : 

(After Reading @ Revolutionary Book.) 

The stars are what they were: the moon’s clear 
power, 

Burns lke a crysial furnace in the blue; 
The world is that wide narrow world I knew 
Last night, lone - walking, near his solemn > 
iI am quickened with a vaster sense: 
I reach a mountain’s shadew toward the moon, 
I feel ita power and sorrow @a at noon 
I felt. the sun's heat—larger and intense. 
The stars are sun in lettera—can I read? 
Une purer thought-—one sooner-—following deed, 
And surely I could move the bends among 
And solve the scroll that God haa surely hung 
Nearer, at least; at least a lar bons 4 
A comrade calling ; stronger light 0. 

Sometimes our conductor is humorous. We quote 
the first and last verses of Substitutes, regretting 
that «pace compels ua to omit three. 

Suggested hy the new invention tate-butter. 
Dear of us humble ‘ 

Do give us, waiting to be fed, 
‘ Adulterated artichoke, 3 

A substitute for bread. 

), Statesmen, you are so astute, 
Yet all your cunning seems Na pooh. 

We only want one substitute, 
A substitute for you. 

This little trifle, one of four “‘Remarks,’’ shor: 
bis whimsical fancy for words that conjure 
pictures :-— : 

‘Sunflowers, | 
Their old-gold faces and young-gold whiskers,”’ 
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 

The Great “Greater Production” Stunt. 
A Reply to J. Brownlie by Davin Ramaay. “ 

—.¥ack Brownlie, “the official the 
A.S,K, bas had since Dave Burnett ruled the 
society With a rule of iron,” VIDE the capitalist 
press; has entered the limelight again. He 
is probably worried at the thought of not 
uoiug enough tor the class that has showered 
honours aud praise upon him for his treachery 
Lo his OWD Cluss. 
“Tbe greatest strike-breaker of modern 

tines,” a oue of his AS.E. members cailed 
him at @ recent mass has consistently 
heiped the master Class of this country m 
Lneir efforts to sur up racial hatreds, to carry 
OR War, to undermine Class loyalty in the 
‘Trade Unions, and vo compromise tbe workers 
by encouraging investment in War Loans. 

Like Lioyd George and his other triends, 
Brownlie is staggered at the situation which 
has urisen from vneir intrigues, and, bubbiing 
over, a8 he always has been, with affectuon tur 
the bosses, he uecides to stand or tall by the 
shibboleths mouthed by the oppressors of the 
peuple. ) 

iv veoms that someone has been telling | 
Srowmie and b. G, that the country (Meaning 
Lhe bosses) 18 On tne verge uf bankruptcy. 
Since 1914 the whole resources of the nation 
have Devi strained to supply the requirements 
of the war. Lhe Goverument, iguoring the 
pateut tact that the material and men neces- 
vary ior the job were in existence, issued fake 
Daukuotes au lib. to present to their friends 
for their Own private use, aud then borrowed 
the same notes back agulp at swollen rates of 
iuveresi. ‘Then the nutes were used to pay 
the pruiiteers three or tuur tines the value of 

LNe Menus tw Kraut ireat Tnroughout 
the war the - ' game went on, bogus war 

loans were \omati agen and again, and all 
the time Lhe workers were actualy producing 
and handing over all the weaith to 
carry on. iv is, theretore, a le wo say that 
suihvieut Was Dot provided to carry on the 
war. What we now are asked to pay is the 
blood-money demanded m the shape of 
interest. 

True, the matter is somewhat complicated 
by ube debis owing to the United Staves. , but 
here again, when America 1s talked about, it 
is the master Claus that Ismeunt. Lhe workers 
of uhis country owe nothing to their own ex- 
piowers and uothing to the workers of the 
U.S.A, Mven if we uid, you can bet your lite 
THEY would never get 1. The bosses are out 
tor THEIR of flesh, and it's up to us to 
see that they don't get 1b. 
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Now let us examine this greater production 
argument. We are told that, unless we pro- 
duce more, work jonger hours, AND CONSUME 
LESS, prices will soar higher and higher as a 
result of the shorter supply. On the other 
hand, if we agree to put all we know into 
the task of producing, abundance of wealth 
will be at the disposal of the peopie at low 
prices, and the adverse baiance ui wade exist- 
ing between this country and America will 
be rectined. ‘he value of the pound note 
wili rise to “normal” (whatever wnat is), and 
full value wili be obtaimed tor “our” money 
on the American market, A pretty picture— 
but not borue out by working-class ex perience. 
On the contrary, unroughou the tustory of 
Capitalist develupment tue oppusite has Leen 
proved to be true, and iha vy the figures 
supplied by the bosses themselves, 

During the tirst half of the 19th century, 
when the productive capacity of the taccories 
Was NOt nearly a8 growl as it is now, the 
workers received 1n the shape of wages at 
least one haif une wealth proauced annually. 
To-day, with all the improvements in the 
imethuus of production, 1 would be difficult 
to prove that more than one-tiith goes to the 
working ciass. Not oniy that, but the “im- 
proved” methods used nave resuited in the 
marketing of the shoddiest clothing and most 
adulterated foodstutis the peuple have ever 
been called upon wo cousume. Production 
has been so great that home markets have 
been glutted with unSaleable geous, goods 
rendered unsaleabie because the workers have 
not the wherewithal to buy back the products 
of their labour. Loreiyn markets had to be 
sought tor had wXploived, and all the ume 
the same process was golg on, in every 
Capitalist country. betore the war broke out 
évery avenue for the disposai of surplus goods 
Was exploited to the uliermost, and tbe con- 
sequent rivairy between national groups of 
Capitalists Was one of the greatest tactors 
which led to the war. And increased pro- 
duction at this time wiil outy result in glutted 
markets, ciused factories, unempicyment, 
misery and starvation. Far trom avuudance 
Of Weulth meaniuy prosperity tor the workers, 
that very abundance is at we root of ail the 
unemployment that exists. Aud do not tor- 
get, the workers of ail other countries are 
being told the sume tales; and if they all 
respond to the cail of their masters, trade 
crises will arise of an even more intensitied 
character than before and possibly lead to 
further capitalist wars. 
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WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
For Revolutionary International Sooialism, the ending of Capitalism and Parliament, and 

substitution of a World Federation of Workers’ Industrial Republics. 
Membership open to all Men and Women. Subscription 4d. per month, 4s. per annum. 

Write to the Secretary, 400,Old Ford Road, London, K.3. Telephone—hast 1787. 

_ LONDON MEETINGS—OUTDOOR. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER lsra. 

_ Waterloo Koud (near *“Uld Vic.’’).—-3 P.m., Minme 
¥ ids and others. 

_ Usborn Street, Whitechapel.—11.45 a.m., Minnie 
 _Bareh, Mei . vina WwW LU 

; Dock Gates, Poplar. 9.30 v.M., Melvina Walker 

TUBSDAY, SEPTEMBER i6rs. 
Tower —12 (noon), Henry Sara. 

¥RIDAY, K. 
Phe Square, Woolv 

SATURDAY, ‘EMBER 
Wir os Puch ip Madneaeien, 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBE] 
20, Railway Poplar, Was. 

* Besimess Reading Cirele. 
+ 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 177. 
400, Uld Ford Road.—38 P.m., General members’ 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19rx. 
400, Old Ford Road.—7-10 p.m., Dancing. 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 
’ East London Workers’ Committee. 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER ldrtz. . 
a Park.—12 (noon), Walter Ponder and 

others. } 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1l6ra. 

"s Road, corner of Dalston Lane.—7.30 P.m., 
Walter Ponder and others. | 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18ra. — 
400, Old Ford Road.—7.30 P.M., Business Meeting, 

Walthamstow League of Rights. 
TUESDAY, SEPT 16TH. | 

William Morris Hall, Somers Road.—2 r.x., Vida 
Goldstein. ‘‘Women’s Peace Gampaign in 
Aastralia,’’ 

oe <i 

4.What is our remedy? Simply that we 
have to get back to the root causes ot verty 
and starvation—the realisation of the fact 
that whilst private ownership of the means of 
life continues to exist, poverty and unem ploy. 
ment are its natural concomitants. 

Organise as a class on the industrial field 
through your Workers’ Committees, carry the 
tS. 2 into every proletarian home, and 
work to encourage the growth of cl 
sciousness te such an extent in the minds of 
the propertyless, that when the bosses fing 
themselves compelled to defend their lag 
ditch, they will also find themselves deserteq 
by even those services which exist to protect 
the interests of the capitalists. That, Jack 
Brownlie, is the only way, and you. know it ag 
well as those who are NOT bribed to protect 
the master class. 
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‘Phone: Central 3820. Established 1855 

TOYE & CO, 
57, THEOBALDS ROAW. LONDON, Wa, 

Sole Manufacturer of 
Banners and Fiags for Demonstrations, 

Metal and Enamelied Badges for all Societies, 
Medals, Celluloid and Buttons. 

Flags for Cnarity Collection Days, 
~ eet ‘ " 
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FREEDOM. 
A Journal of Anarchist Communism. 

Monthly, 24,; Annual Sub., 2s. 64, 
Agents wanted. 18, 6d, for 13, 

FREEDOM PRESS, 127 OSSULSTON STREET, 
London, N.W. 1. 
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LEANEY’S LTD. 
WHOLESALE jNEWSAGENT, 

fity Agent for the Workers’ Dreadnought 
J&@ 10, 8L, BRIDE'S AVENUE E.C.4 

Late- City and Suburban Publishing Co.) 
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Three Marvellous Publications 

ON BIRTH-CONTROL, 

Thoughtful workiagclass people are following the § plie: 
lead of the upper classes and getting wise on Breve 

limitation of family. Lon 
From J.W. GOTT, Sec., LIBERATOR LEAGUE § S8c* 

61, DORSET. ST., BRADFORD. vd : 
] MISCELLANBOUS ADVERTISEMENTS. | 4" 

Classified aivertisements; One penny per word oT 
Displayed advertisements : 7s. Gd. per ineh. le 
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