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NORTH RUSSIA: 

Amerntcan Latrety Retrurnep From 

Russia. 

Part I. 

Why was there an expedition to North Russia, 
anyway! To prevent the Germens going 
through Finland and using Murmansk end 
Petehenga as submarine bases: that is the 
usual answer! And that is a clinching answer, 
usually! No need for justification! And if 
you mention the 7 of Germany's invasion 
of Belgium. Oh, well, the case is entirely 
different. Besides did not the Soviet of the 
Murmansk district invite the Allies to land ? 
That foolish Soviet was immediately outlawed 
by the outlawish ” Moscow Soviet, and in a 
short time was shown, the door by their whilom 
guests. 

At Archangel the invitation was obtained 
after we had taken the place and nominated 
those who should invite us. The Provisional 
Government was kidnapped by members of 
some Russian militia and taken to an island 
in the White Sea. This act delighted certain 
elements of the Allied High Command, and in 
many circles, is believed to have been wholly 
their own plot. The American Ambassador 
forced the return of this Government, but the 
workmen of Archangel went on a strike as e 
protest. American soldiers put down the strike 
and subsequent strikes the street-car men 
were always striking, I am informed—and ran 
the tram lines themselves. : 
Now that there is no German menace, what 

is the reason for remaining on in the country 
six months? Payment of Russia’s war debts 
to England and nee, is the usual answer. 
Very few soldiers know that the Bolsheviks 
have agreed to pay the war-debts. The 
Bolshevik answer to the Prinkipo invitation 
was never published in lish in the Mur- 
mansk disttict. Matters damaging to the 
Bolsheviks in Anglo-Saxon eyes are rushed 
into print at once. That Pandora tale of the 
nationalisation of women, which has flown 
everywhere on mischievous wings, was printed 
and distributed among all the men. Of course, 
all the men read it! Other propaganda stuff 
was put before them. In among magazines 
sent out to the troops just about election time 
were hundreds of leaflets of the National 
Democratic Party, lauding the Government. 

The average Tommy isn’t interested in the 
Ishevism, He doesn't feel the 

ambition to fight in a war against Russia. The 
Bolshevik is pretty bad, no doubt, and it would 
be a right good thing to make him pay what 
he owes oe (J) but then Tommy is tired 
— all fighthing anywhere, and wants to go 
ome, 

The officers do more thinking about the 
object of the expedition. I heard one officer 
say, being irritated upon receiving news that 
his battalion should march on to Archangel : 
Our Leing here is nothing but a * ‘ 
scheme to get @ hand on the mines of Russia. 
One officer high in command spoke to me with 
Surprising frankness: ‘‘Of course, I know 
very well why we are here. I, as an English 
Officer, am here in the interest of England, 
in the interest of England’s prosperity. I am 
à regular army man; we cannot have an army 
without money, and we as a nation cannot 
have money without an army.” But,“ I asked, 
are the Italians and the 3 here also in 

the financial interest of countries ! 

By AN , Certainly,” he res 4 d 1 

uestioned : “ Don't you 
And how about 

the Americans? 
believe in the sincerity 6f Wilson with his 
fourteen points? Very likely he is sincere,” 
said the officer ; “‘ perhaps our Lloyd George is 
sincere also, but our politicians are only the 
tools of our more clever business men and real 
rulers.“ Many officers t that way, end 
among them, oddly enough, are Canadians, but 
other officers think more along the lines on 
which our phrase-makers talk. 

I doubt if the 8 ‘Bp od mech * 
argument about why and where they t. 
They work all da and in the evening 
during such free time as they have, are naturally 
enough looking for amusement. They are 

how soon they can go home; they 
want demobilisation, not-leave. The soldiers 
are not suffering greatly for want of physical 
comforts. They get enough to eat, at least 
now, though they tell me that during the 
summer they were working hard on less than 
half rations. They are warmly clothed for the 
most , although some have no overcoats, 

and all the winter equipment did not arrive 
till about Christmas time, 

There has been a great deal of lifting ” of 
supplies from quays, trains, and dumps. The 
Russians are blamed for this, but nearly all 
the soldiers know that it is our own | 
who are responsible. Some 
stole dainties which they would all go 
to the officers, otherwise, but of which they 
believed they were intended to have a share. 

direction of y 
Allied amimént, through whieh 

we used to send orders relnting to the Russians. 
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be a carl of ram can be — 5 
high price to the natives; they will barter the 
most valuable skins, af pay any number of 
roubles, for Ta bottle of rum mixed liberally 

“ skolkoing ” after the Rust 
ing “how muel he High 

tight for.days on end. 5 
(To be concluded Ta text week's issue.) 

TRUTH ABOUT RUSSIA. 
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The Truth About The Expedition. 
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INDUSTRIAL PBACE. 
(From the “ Avanti,” Italian Socialist Paper). 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
By An Indian. 

O, Princes and Potentates, M 
Wise mip ae aed 
Who zealously strive to put an end to sirife, 
And make God's earth a harbour of Peace, 
When you talk of a League of Nations 
For the guarantee of Right and Justice, 
I admit your soul is stirred with humanity, 

Since I 

hose unfortu 

To 
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Neither the Anarchists nor the Socialists have 
attempted it! A Counter-Revolution Forgery. 

The New Europe began in this country a story 
that the Soviet Government had 3 
women. Te New Europe has now withdrawn 
the om por and has admitted it to be untrue. 
The m law differs from the law 

of this country only in the provisions that the 
married couple may decide whether to take the 
wife’s or the husband’s name and that children 
born out of wedlock have the same claim on 
both parents as children born in wedlock. This 
is a reform which the women’s movement in all 
countries has long demanded. 

After many days, during which the libel was 
extensively circulated by the reactionaries, The 
New Europe withdrew it and admitted that there 
is no truth in any such allegations. 

In the meantime a new libel had been started 
and widely circulated in the press. This time 
the Anarchists of Saratoff were said to have 
issued a decree, according to which all women 
were “exempted from private ownership 
and ‘‘ proclaimed to be the property of the 
whole ion, the distribution and manage- 
ment of the women being given over to the 
Anarchist Club of Saratoff The absurdity of 
the libel ought to have placed it out of court 
altogether, but it was widely welcomed as an 
evidence of Bolshevik wickedness! Dr. Rick- 
man, a member of the Society of Friends, newly 
returned from Russia, explained that he had 
—— 
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RUSSIA AND THE SOCIALISATION OF WOMEN. 
seen such a proclamation posted on a hoarding 
in Samara and that the Soviet authorities there 
had ridiculed it as a parody put up by irrespon- 
sible persons. They had said it could do no 
harm since people had common sense enough 
to know what could be nationalised and what 
could not. Dr. Rickman had thought that the 
Anarchists, who believe in no law, had put up the 
poster to make fun of the Soviets which were 

ing so many decrees. ; 
We always thought it more likely that th 

poster was put up by counter-revolutionaries, 
and now comes proof that our surmise was 
correct. In the American New Republic of 
March 15th Mr. Oliver M. Sayler having seen 
the proclamation in Samara, and seeing that it 
urported to come from the Anarchists’ Club of 

Baratoff, 200 miles away, visited the Anarchists’ 
Club and found them issuing a reply :— 

„The enemy is powerless. The enemy is falling 
lower and lower. And in his fall he is blasphem- 
ing. And in his fall he is slandering. And he 
makes use of the most provocative means. = 
And the enemy is spreading the vicious slander 
that freedom goes so far as to do violence to 
women. In our name they spread with their dirty 
hand ‘the Decree concerning the Socialisation of 
Women.’ 77 . : 

Mr. Sayler was six months in Russia and could 
find no other evidence of the nationalisation of 
women. So another lie is nailed to the counter ; 
but the brains of counter-revolutionaries are 
exceedingly fertile. 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. By L. A. Motier. 
Tun boys are off again, Henry, bless em. 

It is Russia this time, and—what did you say, 
H t That you were sick and tired of 
Russia 1 trow not. 

I know you will find Tun Drerapnovant 
from end to end full of Russia and things 
Russian. You will find all the other papers 
full of it. You even shut your eyes, draw in 
your breath, and brace yourself for a shock 
when you o the “only Labour daily.“ 
But the shock never comes. There the Bol- 
sheviks are again, as large as life and a bit 
larger. 

You piously buy a comic pa 
to a dra 
But the 
and the bats in his beard are seventeen. I am 
sorry for you, Henry, because I hear they have 
even named a racehorse that way and you 
cannot get away from the barber- cheater 
even in Captain Poe naps. There is only 
one thing to do, short of ing a machine 
gun in one hand and a tank in the other and 
shipping to Russia to slay Bolsheviks at sight. 
What that thing is you will find somewhere in 
this article unless you are (a) blind, (6) dead, 
or (c) asleep. | 

Personally—and_ confidentially—I am fed 

and retire 
hty but uncrowded seat in the Park. 

jumping on 
head when the Jazz- band jazzes, I almost 
on my own head for joy. And when it um 

iy : t these dances are compulsory on 
pain of being boiled in oil, my heart races 
round lik» Bonar Law on his way to Paris 

my left 

an obse ure corner of my Daily Tellalie that the 
printer had got mixed with a rector’s views on 
the Cocaine Scandal in the West End—which 
is obviously not in Russia. 

lessed Bolshevik looks out again 

I am beginning to despair of ever reading 
a good straight-from-the-back-of-the-front story 
that won’t go flat when you put it through the 
mangle. What is the use of printing in one 
part of a paper that Lenin is gorging himself 
with fruit at the rate of £60,000 a month when 
on the next e I am told that Lenin is 
austere and ascetic to the verge of fanaticism ”’ ? 

All the time we are telling stories of the bold, 
bad Bolshevik he is going serenely along on 
his way. He has, he says, put his hand to the 
plough and a rolling rumour gathers only 

bbs, as Shakespearsky has it. He looks 
not to the right, neither to the left but just 
wades into the job he has in hand. The 
Bolsheviks alone of an ener, wee in Europe 
are learning to mind their own business. They 
believe that if you want a thing done, the tried 
and trusted way is do it yourself. 

It is no use hoping against hope that a 
miracle will happen and that a patriotic Villain 
will send Lenin into the outer darkness and get 
fined tenpence for it. The day of miracles 
passed away when my grand-aunt ceased to 
suck eggs. | 

It is so distressing to have to open one’s 
morning paper and find Russia popping up 
again. Two years ago she was starving, but 
that kind of diet seems to agree with her. We 
sent 20,000 troops to North Russia with a nice 
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easy job. They had only to protect the 
Murman Railway from the Germans (who were 
a hundred miles from! it), swipe the Bolsheviks 
out of Archangel, capture Petrograd, and come 
back with Lenin and Trotsky tied together 
with their beards. And now we have to send 
more troops to “ relieve them. 

But nobody seems to have thought that if 
you can send troops to the Murman Coast and 
Archangel, you can withdraw troops from 
there. Instead of using the ships to take 
more Mons heroes out there, why not send the 
same ships to fetch back the Archangel boys ? 

The same profiteers who plundered us in the 
war are out for more plunder. Having sent 
all the best men to the fronts in Flanders, 
Mesopotamia, and Salonica, they proceeded to 
rob their wives and children with high prices. 
And now they want the same men—or such of 
them as are alive and not grinding barrel 
organs for a living—to go to Russia and fight 
for the shares 2 loans which were advanced 

—— 

standing on the quicksands. 
Africa—all are 
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THE NEW ALIENS BILL. 
Britain was once ed as the land of politica} 

freedom ; political re from all parts of the 
world were welcome here. Now Britain ‘eems 
to be qualifying for the position of the leaast 
hospitable and to the foreigner the most hostile 
of all countries. The new Aliens Bill proposes 
to extend for a further two years the operations 
of the Aliens Restrictions Act, under which 
foreigners Allied or otherwise must be registered 
with the police, must get police permission to 
travel more than five miles and so on. The nec 
Bill gives the authorities power to determine the 
nationality of aliens in doubtful cases—you ma 
call yourself a Russian or a Czech, but the au- 
thorities can decide that you are a German or an 
Austrian if they please. The authorities may 
also disregard any subsequent change of nationality 
in the case of any person against whom a deporta- 
tion or expulsion order has been mede. For 
instance, a German or Russian woman, who may 
have lived since childhood in this country, may be 
engaged to be married to an Englishman. The 
authorities may decide to deport her on account 
of her nationality. She may marry the Englich. 
man and become a British subject, but the depor- 
tation order will still be carried out. 

Persons interned during the war as alien 
enemies may be kept in internment for six months 
after the war is over. 
The Government may prevent any dealings 

with or transfer of the property of persons whose 
countries were at war with this country during 
1918. 

Aliens may be punished by ten years penal 
servitude or three months on summary conviction 
for inciting to sedition or disaffection. 
If any alien promotes or attempts to promote 

industrial unrest in any industry in which he is 
not bona fide engaged in the United Kingdom, he 
shall be liable on summary conviction to im- 
prisonment for a term not exceeding three months.” 

This is @ very coercive provision ; it strikes at 
the root of working-class liberty of propaganda. 

— — 
— — 

INTERNATIONAL | 
FANCY DRESS DANCE, 

TUESDAY, APRIL 22np, 6.30 till 11 r. u., at 
SHOREDITCH TOWN HALL, 

OLD STREET, E.C.2. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

MISSES HETTY AND ROSIE BILINGROVSKI. 

THE LIBERTY CLUB NIGGER TROUPE. 

Refreshments at popular prices. 

Fancy Dress optional. Dancing shoes must be worn 
for dancing. 

Prizes will be given for the most original Dress and best 
' Fancy Dress. 

M. O.: BORIS SARNA. 

ADMISSION (including Tax), is 3d. 

Tickets from Miss Huspes, 400 Old Ford Road, E 3. 
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to the Tsar so that he could crush the Russian 

Revolution of 1905. 
These profiteers—and their servants the 

parliamentary place-men and _ office-seekers— 
are blind to obvious facts. They lent money 
for a revolution to be crushed, twelve years ago. 
It was crushed. Tsardom and the Black 

Hundreds were triumphant. And now this 
revolution that was “ crushed is everywhere 

triumphant in Russia. And not in Russia 

alcne. In Hungary, in Bavaria, in Brunswick 
the tide is rolling. All the other countries are 

Treland, Bgypt 

India, South rocking. 0 
Empires are on their last legs. 8 
And above all towers the spectacle of Russia, 

where the workers are breaking down the dams 
and dykes and opening the flood-gates. From 
day to day Russia looms large in the pages of our 
morning „and still will loom. The 
reason is obvious. 

Russia is merely minding her o ness. 
instead of minding ours, we are “ intervening. 

The British Government is supposed to look 
after the affairs of the nation. The British 

Government does not do so. If the British 

Government cannot do so, perhaps the working 
class will. 

own business. 
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ANARCHY OR COMMUNISM. 
A chapter from ‘ The Programme of the Com- 

munists (Bolsheviki),’ by V. Bukharin, Com- 

missary of the Russian Soviet Government. 

Some of those who call themselves Anarchists; 
and believe that there should be no govern- 
ment, say that the Bolsheviki, or Communists, 
are on the wrong track; that they wish to wield 
ywer ; and that all power over others, every 
se of State, must mean oppression and 
violence. This conception of Communism is 
erroneous. In the Communist order * society 
there are neither employers nor employed ; 
there are no capitalists, and the State does 
not exist. 
The difference between the Anarchist and 

Communist order of society, does not consist, 
however, in the fact that the one recognises the 
State and the other does not, for, as a matter 
of fact, the State does not exist in either. The 
real difference between the two conceptions is 
as follows : } 

Anarchists believe that the er le can only 
achieve complete freedom and the full joy of life 
by dividing production into small working 
communes. A group of perhaps ten people, by 
free agreement, form together a working 
association. These ten people set to work at 
their own risk. Another such association has 
been formed in another locality ; a third associa- 
tion in a third locality, and so on. These 
associations negotiate with each other concern- 
ing their mutual requirements, gradually coming 
to an understanding, and making “ free agree- 
ments.“ 
Production is carried on by these small 

communes. Each individual has perfect free- 
dom to leave the commune, and any commune 
may withdraw from the free association of 
Communes. Are the Anarchists right? Any 
worker who is familiar with present-day methods 
of production, which necessitate factories and 
machinery, must recognise that they are wrong. 
one proceed to explain wherein their mistake 

08. 
The aim of the future social order is to protect 

the people from two sources of evil. It is 
necessary to prevent the oppression of one 
human being by another, ex joitation, and the 
refusal of one man to get off the back of another. 
This can be done by shaking off the yoke of 
capitalism, by depriving the capitalists of their 
wealth. But there is yet another task to fulfil : 
the task of freeing man from the yoke of nature, 
by making it subservient to him, and securing 
production by the best and most perfect means. 
Until this has been achieved will it not be 
possible for people to devote only the lesser 
part of their time to producing food, boots, 
clothes, houses, and so on, and to have plenty 
of time for intellectual and spiritual develop- 
ment, for science, art, and all that makes life 
beautiful. 

Our forefathers, who lived in herds, half ape- 
like, certainly enjoyed equality amongst them- 
selves ; but their existence was that of brutes, 
because it was not they who had conquered 
nature, but nature which held them in sub- 
jection. : 

In contrast with that primitive state, the capi- 
talist system has taught humanity the mastery 
of nature ; but the workers still live like beasts 
of burden, because the capitalists are on their 
backs; because there is economic inequality. 

What, then, = we deduce dre this! “i 
economic equality and e-scale production 
must go together. We ro not be satisfied 
with merely eliminating the capitalist. Pro- 
duction, as we have seen, must be put on 
the broadest possible basis. Small and in- 
efficient undertakings must go. Energy must 
be concentrated in the largest factories and 
works, the largest landed estates. This con- 
centration must not take place in such a wa 
that Dick and Harry become ignorant of eac 
other’s doings ; a society under which that were 
the rule would be worthless. We need a uniform 
_ of organisation and activity, and the more 
ocalities are included in this common plan the 
better. The whole world must finally became 
ane huge community of workers, in which the 

dee, eee e ee EE - vs ‘ae ak 

entire human race shall work together on a well- 
conceived and elaborated plan, without masters 
or capitalists, with the best machi and on 
the largest possible scale. In order that pro- 
duction may be stimulated and increased, the 
large undertakings inherited from capitalism 
must not be split up. On the contrary, the 
undertakings must be enlarged still further. 
The wider and vaster the common plan, the 
broader the basis on which production is 
organised, the easier will it be to direct and 
supervise it from a common statistical centre. 
In other words, the more production is centra- 
lised the better will be the result. The less 
work falls to the lot of the individual, the freer 
will each one be, and the more facilities for 
mental development will human society possess. 

This future order of society is in direct con- 
tradiction to that for which the Anarchists are 
striving. Instead of 7 centralising, and 
co-ordinating the means of production, the 
Anarchist order would divide them ; and would 
consequently lessen man’s mastery over nature. 
The Anarchist order knows no common plan, no 
general organisation. Under its constitution 
it would be impossible to make proper ‘use of 
big machinery, to co-ordinate the railways 
system, to carry out o schemes of drainage 
and irrigation. A single example will prove 
convincing. There is much talk at present of 
introducing electric in lieu of steam motors, and 
of aden he energy of the waterfalls for the 
production of electric power. In order rightly 
to apportion the electric power thus obtained, 
one must naturally calculate, weigh, and 
measure, most carefully and minutely, how 
much power is to be used, and in what direction ; 
in order that the greatest profit may be derived 
from it, and that it may be put to the best use. 
All this it is only possible to do when production 
is carried on on a large scale; when it is con- 
centrated in one or two centres of management, 
research, and calculation; it would be quite 
impossible under an Anarchist, system of small, 
scattered, and but loosely co-ordinated com- 
munes. 

It is plain that an Anarchist order of society 
would make impossible the proper organisation 
of production, and would result in a long working 
day and a high degree of human d ce 
upon nature. The Anarchist social order would 
be a brake retarding the of humanity. 
For this reason Communists oppose the Anar- 
chist doctrine. 3 | 
Now it is obvious why the doctrine of — 

leads to divisions instead of to an ord 
communistic society. The small commune of 
the Anarchists is not a large working community, 
but a tiny group, which may consist of but two 
persons. There was in Petersburg at one time 
a group: The Association of Five Oppressed.” 
According to Anarchist an iat ion 
of two o 
what would happen if each group of five people 
or each couple, were to requisition, confiscate, 

and act wilfully off ite an N 4 —5 ae 
roughly speaking, a wor po n 
about 100 millions. If this population should 
resolve itself into associations of five op- 
pressed,” we should have in Russia twenty 
million such communes. One can imagine what 
a Tower of Babel it would be if all these twenty 
millions should begin to act n 
Heaven preserve us from-the chaos and 
which would result from such a 

aplarchy 

ppropriated the property of ind : the 

rich, their action would have lead only to 
division. Division would lead back again to 
the capitalist rule, to oppression, and to the 
domination of the classes over the masses. 

Bukharin's pamphlet, from which we have taken 
the above article, is most valuable, because it 

explains clearly and simply the theoretical basis 
and practical working methods of the Communist 

or Bolshevik * which has taken the lead in 

establishing the Russian Soviets, and which is 

to-day the predominant party in the Soviets. 

Nevertheless, the Communist, like every living 

force, is a thing of growth and develo it: its 
exponents are many and not one of is able 

e e eee ee, 

. Just imagine 

to define all its possibilities. This should be 
remembered by those who may consider Com- 
munism, as explained by Bukharin, too eireum- 
scribed and rigid, 

It seems to us that the difference between 
Communists and Anarchists, here described b 
Bukharin, is not so irreconcilable as he makes it 
appear, Extreme Anarchists may find themselves 
in opposition to the Soviet ideal itself, but many 
Anarchists find themselves able to accept a social 
2 on Soviet lines provided its basis is 
voluntary. When the Counter-Revolution has 
been completely vanquished, when the f 
intervention has ceased, when capitalism is en 
abolished, the present extreme need for eee 

passed, n amongst the Soviet forces will have 
we think, there would be nothing to conflict with the essentials of the Soviet ideal in the proposal 
that the Soviets should p themselves on 
voluntary basis. That Salford’ should be ise, if it chose, to set up a distinet Soviet apart 
the Soviet of Manchester. No law other than that 
of necessity and mutual advantage, would, we 
think, be required to induce both Salford and Manchester to co-operate in the Lancashire 
for certain es, and to send d reg 

a babel of communes of persons, 
But common sense will still obtain when capitalism 
is ho more | 

At the moment when private food hoarders and 
roperty owners are fighting a desperate fight with 
ocialism, there might be many rende in 

dividualistic groups. Under such circumstances, 
and especially during famine, individual house- 
holds are found ready to fight for their own 
interests against the whole world. But under 
normal conditions we think, there would not be 
inconveniently many small groups, Whore 
existed they would not combine to deal with ways or irrigation, but with handicrafts or other 
works in which concentration of labour 
not essential, It may be raid that no 6 
group has the right to divert itself of 0 
bility for the general upkeep of society, | 
8 the group that does so will have to 

thing which the re 1 which 
sider ac 

general | 
: tion, which for the first time 
vidual power to take an equal 

social A gir omg and development, opens th 
way to all sorts of and te divers perme a me 

* 

produces the impression that 
production as an irksome, necessary task to be 
reduced to the smallest possible place in human 
life, and that he believes that all mankind desire 
to ge in abstract intellectual studies, literature, 
or the fine arts. He does not develop the fact that 
under a right organization of society the production 

4 — and ee * — 6 t, that sections 
of people might actually find greater satisfaction 
in such production than in any other pursuit. 

— — 
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YOU ARE CALLED TO THE 
| WAR. 

Wake up! wake up! oh, sleepy British 
people the new war is in full blast, and you 
are oalled to fight in it; you cannot escape; 
you must take part 

Out of the old inter-capitalist war between 
the Allies and the Central Empires, the war, 
the actual crude, cruel fighting between the 
workers and the capitalista has emerged. 

Soldiers who enlisted, or were conscribed, 
for the old war have been quietly kept on to 
fight in the new war which began without any 
formal declaration. Tney have not been asked: 
Do you approve this war; do you understand 
it! Taney have merely been detained and 
will now fight against their comrades. 

Officially the British Government is not at 
war with Socialism in Europe, though in actual 
fact British and other Allied soldiers have been 
fighting it for a long time, and British money 
and munitions are keeping thé soldiers of other 
governments in the field against it. 

There has been no official declaration of war, 
but the House of Commons, on April 9th, ex- 
3 its opinion in support of the war on 

cialism in general, and on Russian Socialism 
in particular. This expression of opinion the 
Home Secretary claims to have been unanimous, 
and certainly when he challenged Members to 
express a contrary opinion no voice of dissent 
was audible enough to reach the columns of 
Hansard or the press. No Member of Parlia- 
ment has written to the newspapers to make his 
protest. 

Some Socialists tell us that the floor of the 
House of Commons is a NN platform for 
propaganda; but the trouble is that when they 
get into the House, their courage seems to 
evaporate like a child’s soap bubble. We have 
heard of LWbour Members of Parliament being 
realy to do and say all sorts of heroic things, 
to get themselves put oat of the House, to 
arrest the world’s attention on some appropriate 
ocoasion. Tauat is not much, of course, as com- 
r with running the risk of death in the 
orrible trenches or with being incarcerated for 

years in prison; but here was an opportunity, if 
ever there was ons, for Members of Parliament 
to display all their pluck! Clem Edwards, the 
notorious anti-Socialist, moved the adjournment 
of the House, to draw attention to a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
alleged overtures from the Bolshevik régime in 
Russia to the Peace Conference in Paris.” 

In the debate Brigadier-General Page Croft 
ani Lieut.-Col. Guinness suggested that some 
Members of Parlia nent supported the Bolshe- 
viki. Did any man ory out: Les, we are 

ud to stand by our fellow workers in their 
ht for Socialism ” No, on the contrary, the 

Löbour Members bro‘e out into cries of protest 
azainst the suggestion that they had any such 
sympathies. Bottomley rewarded them by an 
assuranc> of the profoundest and most affeo- 
tionste respect." Tae Home Secretary ham- 
mered in the point, saying the debate had called 
forth “from every quarter of the House an 
indignant repudiation that the House con- 

tained a single Bolshevik sympathiser“ He 
described the Soviet Government as “a mere 
gang of bloodthirsty ruffians,” and said it would 
‘strengthen the hands of the Government to 
know there is no quarter for any Soviet 
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supporters, at any rate in the British 
House of Commons.“ 
Even then there was no protest! Where 
Was the lead to the country, and especially to 
the lads who may mistakenly enlist in the 
counter-revolutionary armies, which our 
leaders in Parliament might have given 
Of what were the opponents of the resolution 
afraid? Either they are cravens, or their 
opposition to the new war is of a very luke- 
warm character. The real work for the Socialist 
revolution must be done outside Parliament. 

On April 10th, the day after the House of 
Commons had thus expressed itself, the first 
contingent of volunteers set sail for Russia. 
Remember what happened in the old war: 

first the voluntary system; then compulsion, 
growing till millions of men were drawn into the 
net. tohener's first call in the late wer was 
for 500,000 men, but the Army Estimate of 

the other day was for 2,500,000! Conscription 
remains, and presently we expect to see class 
after class of men called up. Will they go to the 
war against their fellow wor.ers who have set 
up a workers’ government 

The child, hearing of other people’s mis- 
fortunes, i with a tiny half-regret that his 
own life will always be tame and jog-trot, and 
yet with a very comfortable sense of security : 
Things like that do not happen in our family.“ 
Death comes and suddenly strikes down his 
brother; but, after the first stunning shock, 
which reveals to him life's, instability, he as- 
sures himself that his. misfortune is an isolated 
event, that nothing like it will ever again trouble 
him. So he returns to his old belief till his 
father is killed, the household plunged into ruin, 
and he himeelf is thrust out into swiftly-changing 
and ious currents. So many people 

life’s experiences, to the belief that there is no 
change; that evolution, having created this 
our time, will carry humanity no further. 
Taey do not believe that great wars will come, 
or, if wars come, never to their country, never to 
their households. They do not believe in the 

ibility of revolutions; and if such things 
ppen, they try to dismiss them as mere 
os upheavals, certain to be crushed by 
the forces of established order, which never will 
change, at least never in their country. <A 
revolution in their country is unthinkable ; 

they know it is impossible: the majority of the 
people are too sluggish, too ignorant, would not 
even vote as they did at the Parliamentary 
election, would not even put them on the Board 
of Guardians or the Town Council. 
And yet we in this country are actually in 

the revolution, although the eyes of most of 
us are still shut to the fact. We are in the 
revolution, as we were in the war with Germany. 
The revolutionary war is not a fight between 
country and country; it cuts across national 
boundaries and British people are already 
fighting on both sides. 

The British men who are in the army of the 
Government are fighting against the Workers’ 
Socialist Revolution, just as are the men who 
are fighting in the armies of the capitalist 
Governments of Germany, France, Italy, 
America, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, and any 
other governments which are joining in the 
strife. In all these armies the truth that they 
are fighting Socialism has dawned on some of 
the soldiers, and many of these have deserted 
and — ed the Red Armies of working-class 

Many who are not actually in the fighting ranks 
have nevertheless ranged themselves against the 
capitalist overnments, and on the side of the 
Soviets. Pailips Price, who is editing a 
Bolshevik newspaper in Russia, and many other 
British people, are aiding the Soviets over there. 
In this country we can also help by working with 
might and main to establish the British Soviets, 
by telling the soldiers, sailors, and workers the 
issues that are at stake in the International 
Ci il War. : 

Taat war has now spread far beyond the 
1 Russia. General 3 left 
ungary abruptly, finding that Soviet Hungary 

stood firm for Communism. Shall we presently 

—— ——— RS CORR 

precario | 
remain always like that: clinging, untaught by 
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3 the 3 of capitalism marching on : 
reported that 

the Serbs had refused to obey the order of the 
Big Four to send their troops to attaak Hungary, 

the 
kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, | 

The Evening News 

because the Allies had not yet recognised 

But the Allies will presently secure a capitalist | 
army from somewhere to carry on the fight. 
Paderewski is reported to have refused to send 
Polish troo 
Dantzig an 

ibs 2 aur 

to fight Communism . unless : 

other territory is conceded to 
Poland. The Allies will bargain with Paderew. 
ski till they have bought his support or sub. 
stitu Polish ruler who is more amenable. 

Ch ill has revealed the fact that Germany 
is ordered, as one of the peace conditions, to 
fight Oommunism, and that the Germans may 
buy their way into the League of Nations by 
doing this efficiently. Ind 

licy its members are pursuing in the war 
Seoul the capitalists and the workers. Both 
false and foolish are the stories, so industriously 
circulated, that the British and American 
politicians at the Peace Conference are the 
pacifying influences and that they are working 
against a e of annexation and oppression ; 
whilst the French and Italian politicians are 
the greedy Jingoes, who, by demanding all 
sorts of advantages for themselves, are pre- 
venting the peace. The plain fact is that 
British and American capitalists have got what 
they set out to gain by the war with the Central 
Empires and the French and Italians have not. 

the entire policy 
of the Paris Conference is dominated by the 

The Secret Treaties represent the basis upon 
which the Allies entered the war; the prizes 
which induced them to support each are there 
set forth. 

British capitalists have got all, and more 
than all, the Treaties promised to them. They 
have secured control of the German Colonies, 
Palestine, Mesopotamia, Persia, all that was 
romised them in the East. They have seized © 
pitzbergen, with its rich stores of coal and 

mentioned in the 
Treaties ; they have crushed their trade rival, 

ntly 

iron, which was not 

Germany; tnd their Government is 
to retain for the present the dominion of the seas. 

The secret arrangements which brought 
America into the war were not disclosed when 
the Bolsheviki seized the Czar's archives, 
because they were not made until after that 
date. Therefore we can only surmise what 
they were from the passing of events and the 

‘disclosures of politicians. American capitalists 
have gained by the war substantial advantages 
inChina. They have done some very remunera- 
tive trading-with the Allies, and have lent them 
much money on exceedingly 
More important still, as wi 
seen, American capitalists have induced 
British capitalists mot to make a fuss 
when they presently 
its wonderful oilfields, which the Mexican 
Government is endeavouring to re-nationalise. 
But America is not yet satisfied. President 
Wilson has ordered his ship. It is said that he 

made at 
the Paris Conference. Perhaps he is; but it is 
also said that American capitalists desired to 

is dissatisfied with the slow progress 

sell to France and Italy motor tractors and other 

upon material 
which are farthest away from Europe 

British capitalists have gained all that the 
Secret Treaties NN but French and 
Italian capitalists have not. French capitalism 

Continued on page 1299. 

fitable terms. 
presently be 

annexe Mexico and 

It 

rr 

enost'w BF Oa oS 

— « & © & 

~~ wt tts ot 2h HUM 



* 

S 

RS BS 
3 
— = 

SAS8A FSSA KAF OA OSE 

Easter week will see quite a number of Socialist 
bodies holding National Conferences. Each party 
has under review a number of important proposals, 
which reveals that whatever views the various 
executives may. have, considerable numbers of the 
rank and file are alive to nny rs om * hae hour, 
It may appear strange and regret „that at so 

late a date as this, there should be such divergence 
of opinion as to what is required, in what I have 
no hesitation in describing as a revolutionary 
epoch. 7 
. has not yet felt to the full the effect 

of continental developments. The insularity of 
our position has produced an insular outlook, and 
also prevented us from many of the experiences 
which have had a tremendous effect on the move- 
ments of the peoples of the Continent. 
We have been standing for some timé now in 

comfortable isolation viewing the spread of Bol- 
shevism with mingled feelings. Sometimes glad 
that the Russians were moving and yet fearful 
that we may have to move. It would be sad 
indeed if a comfortable social evening or a pleasant 
read in a library had to be interrupted by such 
a thing as a social revolution. 

The Socialist movement seems to have become 
affected by this kind of funk, and anxious at all 
costs so far as principles are concerned, to ba 
pacifically inclined. Yes! the Social Revolution! 
But heaven grant it may not be in our time. 
It would be too uncomfortable a transition. 
Someone might get hurt. 

No one wants a row for the sake of a row. 
No one wants to get hurt for the fun of getting 

they do to establish it and the attitude they adopt 
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SOCIALISTS & THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES AS SUCH. By J.T. Murphy. 
eated hurt. But when a movement becomes 

pacific funk it is really time the challe 
2 for people to demonstrate their belief in 
nternational Socialism by the practical things 

towards those who are waging the fight on the 

When h Lansbury such as „ McDonald, Thomas, 
and others occupy their time in decrying Bol- 
shevism, etc., joining in the capitalist chorus for 
industrial harmony and so on, we can only describe 
them as traitors to the international working-class 
movement, : 

The apologetic attitude on behalf of those who 
are waging the conflict amidst the howls and 
execrations of profit mongers, is a sheer waste of 
time and cowardly. Our business is to watch the 
main currents of affairs and prepare the way here 
for the coming of revolutionary situations. To 
talk of revolutionary methods as the slow of 
amelioration by legislation towards revoluti 
ends, is not only a mis-use of the word revolution- 
ary, but a refusal to learn from the revolutions 
which have occurred on the Continent. 

However slowly we should like things to develop, 
history does not heed “ The great tides of the world 
do not give notice that they are going to rise and 
run, they rise in their majesty and overwhelming 
might, and those who stand in their way are over- 
whelmed.” - 
There is excuse for those who do not know this. 

But Socialists are s to know it. Knowing 
it, they must be equal to these movements, antici- 
pate them, harness them, and direct them towards 

FRENCH SOCI 

RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY 
FROSSARD, PAUL FAURE, 
VERFEUIL, AND LORIOT AT 
THE BERNE CONFERENCE. 
Why did the British delegates from the Labour 

Party and the I. L. P. oppose this resolution ? 

The International Socialist Conference refuses 
to hold a debate which tends to condemn the 
dictatorship. of the proletariat in the name of 
democracy; ‘just as it would refuse, if the pro- 
position were put forward, to condemn democracy 
in the name of the dictatorship. 

The Conference has no mandate, and is even 
disqualified (owing to the absence of a certain 
number of national sections) for discussing the 
régime established in Russia by the Soviet Govern- 
ment. Tae Conference considers that such a debate 
could not arrive at theoretical and practical con- 
clusions of any value, so long as the 
the censorship in certain countries prevent the 
reunion of those able to give information on ‘he 
régime of the Soviets, and to help us in estab- 
lishing an authoritative opinion. 

Above all, the Conference considers the very 
fact of criticising a régime which the capitalist 
classes uf all countries pursue with an implacable 
hatred would help the designs of the governments, 
which, by the economic blockade and military 
intervention, dream of annihilating, in the name 
of what they call Bolshevism, an effort for liberty 
attempted by the Russian workers and pearante. 

Nevertheless, admitting that the intervention 
and blockade menace the very existence of the 
Russian Revolution and the even course of its 
development, and also contending that the inter- 
national proletariat has the right to be impartially 
informed on the Socialist experience which 1s 
being gained in the Soviet Republic. | 

The Conference declares that it is the duty of 
the Socialist Parties to fight with all their energy 
to foree the governments to retire from Russia and 
to hberate the troops which are still fighting there, 
as well as to raise the blockade, which strangles 
the Russian people economically. The Confer- 
ence decides that a Socialist and International 
Workers’ Commission shall be charged to go and 
proeure on the spot all the facts, with the least 
possible delay, which alone can enable the Inter- 
national to bring to bear an 1 ‘and 
definite judgment on the action and the methods 
inaugurated by the Russian Revolution and by 
the German and Austrian Revo‘: ion 
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ockade and 

CAUGHT! 
There is a grim humour in the news given by 

The Times Omsk * that the economic 
relief promised by the British Government to the 
Koltchak’s counter - revolutionary Omsk Govern- 

are 
So the capitalist reaction is 
own members ! 

THE KING AND HOUSING. 
The King is worried concerning housing. He 

and his family, he says, have been 2 to 
learn at close quarters something about it. y 
have been round about Bethnal Green and some 
other slum vg wn nea 2 recalled the fact 
that twenty years is predecessor opened 
some — . dwellings and said that the difficulties 
surmounting the housing problem must be sur- 
mounted.” And yet, in spite of that royal decree, 
the housi ifficulties are ‘* unsurmounted.” 
Was the King complaining at this neglect of 
political slackers to obey which has perhaps 
accelerated the growth of Bolshevism ? 

Dr. Addison may have 2 
he observed that their 

or the workers; but he and his family and retinue 
consume great wealth and uce extra- 
ordinarily tittle. If every one r they do we 
should end by starving 

* — * 

* Canvassing the women on last election day 
in three Hoxton streets, chosen at random, he 
formed the opinion that the tenement houses in 
those streets were a disgrace to the civilisation 
of this country. 
places for raising his stock... eight million of the 
population are reported as living in one or three- 
roomed tenements.“ — Dr. Leonard Hill, Director 
of the nt of Applied Physiology of the 
Medical Committee, at the Royal 
Society of Arts. 
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our objective, Such is the prime responsibility of 
Socialists to-day, and those who attend the 
Socialist Conferences this Easter, and do not force 
the pace towards the embodiment of communist 
ag within —— 3 and * 
wards apply it, are failing to to the call 
the international | 3 

I say this ad and tely, because 
this form of soon A 8 
historically to 3 — 
which can carry through and maintain and develop 
a social revolution. 

Russia led the way towards Socialism and, as 
a result, concentrated hatred and power has been 
directed against her. We knew it would be 

97, 
list, 

BOLSHEVISM. 
AN AWFUL CASE. 
y. of the Sailors The 4 

Airmen's Union writes :—* 

MISS SCOTT TROY DEPORTED. 

She was an American subject 
cinema theatre in the coun 

Ae 
n 
of 

h U thori t his — with revolta against authority in country 
before the war — he had to feed the 

bailed 
in- 
in a 

it 
No breeder would tolerate such. 

adviser. The case is over. He hi 
back to the internment camp. She is 
She has written to us :— 
“On Board the Cunard R. M. S. Carmania. 

line to say 

: raf 2—— even try to 
do her best. 



= * 7 

— ꝗU— etme an nee 

We have before us an im document 
issued by the Shi Employers’ Federation 
on reconstruction. document must show 
the workers how necessary it is that they should 
act ere gr, She: pean as a class. Says the Ship- 
owners’ — 

“The first essential, therefore, is that ship- 
owners should be united, both in their policy and 
in the choice of the means adopted to give practical 
effect to whatever 
Want of unity in the present crisis will inevitably 
be disastrous.” 

The Circular gives a s of the Whitley 

Report and states that the Shipping Federation 
has already in existence th representative 
District Committees at every centre of the shipping 
trade, which are precisely the machinery con- 
templated for the formation of District Councils, 
as suggested in the Whitley Report. Only the 
Liverpool Liners remain outside, but from the 

tonnage standpoint these constitute but a «mall 
88 of the tonnage operated from the 

The Circular 8 N. in the 8 ‘ 1 
1917 8 ipping approac 
— — with the object o setting up a National 
Maritime Board. The Ministry wished to secure 

port for the Board from all sections of the 
powners and a — 

owners’ Federation Liverpool Steamship 
Owners’ Association was held to discuss the 
uestion. It was then stated by Sir Alfred 

Booth on behalf of the Liverpool Association, that 
his association would not nominate members to 
sit upon the proposed National Board, and that it 
was wh opposed to the Ministry's proposals 
to establish a flat · rate of pay for seamen, and to 
create a uniform and exclusive source of supply. 
The Employers’ National Shipping Federation, 
however, decided to join the Board. The Circular 
says :— 
Lerne Board has throughout acted under the 

chairmanship of a Government official and its 
inde ence has been considerably trammelled 
4 fact that the Secretary of the Board is 
also an official of the Ministry of Shipping and has 
not been actually the servant of the rd. The 
future of the Board is doubtful, but it is obvious 
that when vessels are rel and restored to the 
independent management of their owners, their 

tion will be one of greater independence and 
reedom.”’ | 
The Employers’ Federation thus objects to the 

chairman and secretary of the Board being under 
Government control, but the workers have much 
more reason to protest; since the Government 
is a capitalist one almost entirely representative 
of the 8 classes. How seriously such 
Boards affect, may further affect, the workers 
is shown by the following clauses defini th 

objects of Maritime Board: git eg 

licy may be decided upon 

of the National Ship- e 

* 
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SOLIDARITY AMONGST THE SHIPOWNERS 
“The establishment and revision and main- 

tenance of a national standard rate (or rates) of 

wages and approved conditions of employment 
for seamen ; | 

“The consideration, regulation and super- 
vision of the supply, nationality, engagement and 
discharge of seamen on British vessels by means 
of the establishment of a single source of supply 
jointly controlled by employers and employed.’ 

The ation and registration of seamen, by a 
Board Employers, and Trade Union officials 
who have lost the sense of class solidarity, with a 
chairman and secretary appointed by a capitalist 
Government, provides a very accentuated form of 

tyranny. * * 91 

At the ports District Maritime Boards have 
been set up to deal with questions affecting sailors 
and firemen. These Boards consist of repre- 

sentatives of the shipowners and of the two 
Sailors and Firemen’s Unions only. Mr. Have- 

lock Wilson’s Union may be counted out, as far 
as putting up any real fight in the interests of its 

members is concerned. It is a very serious 

matter for the sailors and firemen that one of the 

functions of this Board should be to establish 

a system for the registration and joint control of 
“the supply of seamen.” 

One of the most illuminating passages in the 
Circular runs as follows :— 
It is submitted that it would be a serious 

error of policy to attempt to form one body to 

deal with both classes of labour [dockers and 
seamen} even though the actual transaction of 
business should be left to independent committees 
of the same body. In the first place, to do so 

would be to play into the hands of the most 
extreme and revolutionary element of labour in 
the shipping trade. So far as seamen are con- 

cerned, all sections are represented by trade 
organisations. Their constitution, methods, and 
representative character may be open to criticism, 
but nevertheless they are essentially trade organi- 
sations, not organisations of a purely political 
nature. The same may be said of dock labour, 
the two sets of Unions being entirely distinct and 
independent. This is as it should be, for the 
uestions affecting dock labour are essentially 

distinet from those affecting seamen which are of 
a quite peculiar nature. 

There is, however, an organisation known as 
the Transport Workers’ Federation, which is a body 
of a purely political character, and is not a trade 
a eng | 

‘hy do the shipowners so strongly object to 
the Transport Workers’ Federation? Obviously 
because they realise that when all the workers 
engaged in transport act together in concert, they 
form a combination difficult to defeat. If the 
Employers’ Federations find it difficult to defeat 
the Transport Workers’ Federation how im- 
— 5 they would find it to defeat a general 
strike 

A SOLDIER’S OPINION. 
A British soldier in France sends us an article 

from the French clerical jingo organ, Le Petit 
Marseilles, which says that a French Cabinet 
Minister, M. Clémentel, is working for the forma- 
tion of a General Confederation of French Em- 
loyers, not to fight the French Confederation of 
vbour, but to confer with it. The Petit Mar- 

setiles says that the idea is good, but that the 
nployers should be able to form their federation 

without suggestion from the Government; it calls 
. Employers of every land, unite,’ and adds: 
pe Sa and employed will in the future have 

to collaborate to an ever increasing extent, seeing 
that for lack of a loyal attempt at understanding 
they often imagine themselves to be enemies one 
of the other, and come mutually to hate one 

1 poin our soldier correspondent points out, the 
a 4 — British National Union of Employers 

mployed are eir a France, Ave rae ir appearance also in 

When I was home on leave I walked into 
Woolwich Library and happened to see Unity, the 
organ of that federation, lying on the table. It 
contained on one two articles on the possi- 
bility of increased understanding between em- 
7 * A and employee; one article wa; by Sir 
ment Caillard, the other by Arthur Henderson. 

Henderson, whom George Lansbury will persist in 
extolling in The Herald as the convener of the 
per * — a 

is Woeilles appears to me to be a reactionar 
hole. The Socialist Party does not appear to be 
over strong. The Socialists always seem to me 

to be jealously secret, but that is doubtless because 
repression is far more the order of the day in this 
degenerate, Chauvinistic, sham Republic than in 
England. Admission to meetings is always by 
annual subscription card, and I never see public 
meetings advertised, beyond the meetings of 
syndiqués and syndiquées at the local Bourse du 

avail. The trade unions, indeed, appear to be 
fairly strong. There is a trade union weekly 
paper Le Midi Syndicaliste, which is quite good 
and very militant. It defends such principles of, 
say, our paper Solidarity to the top of its bent, and 
sides entirely with the Soviets. | 
The Germans still work here on the docks and 
3 : 5 collin ans you 2 must still slave 
every day at e ps and loading trucks and 
lorries, whilst those whom the Allies were going to 
punish so quickly are drinking their wine and 

stuffing their paunches on the fat of the land in 
Berlin, having shot down thousands of the workers 
who are starving, thanks to them and to the ruling 
classes of the sham Western democracies. 
European news makes awful reading at 
sent. If Saint Woodrow of Washington is the 

umanitarian that platitudinous icals and 
some Socialists (who also kow-towed to Lans- 
downe) would make him out to be, why does he 
not raise his voice against the horror that is being 
Se by Britain and France in Central 

urope and in Russia by the holding back of 
supplies? We have not gone far, otherwise 
would not the workers down tools at once until this 
horror should cease? On the day when this is 
possible we shall have indeed made an advance 

THE LABOUR CHARTER 
FARCE. 

Barnes in Heaven. 

G. N. Barnes the ex-labour man, was chosen bæe 
the Paris Peace Conference, to move the adoption | 
of the bogus Labour Charter. Barnes behaves * 
though he had died some years ago, and now. 
sitting in heaven with the angels, discourses of the 
world as it was in his time, believing that it is 
now totally changed. He said: f 
In the old times before the war, labour conditions 

were largely the outcome of blind chance. Age and 
want, that ill-matched pair, haunted the mind of the 
workman in his working life......the labourer still lives in 
pre-war memories...... pre-war conditions have laid 
5 the world a heavy burden and a great danger, 
They have uced a man who is class centred, who 
regards work as a biessing..’ 

Mr. Barnes is under no such delusion: he ig 
firmly convinced that it is more comfortable in 
Heaven, with Lloyd George, Clemenceau, and 
Wilson and the other angels, than to be labouri 
at the bench. But this poor foolish, clags- 
centred workman 

‘*has been deluded into the belief that the less work he 
does, the more there is left for his mates. 

Mr. Barnes deplores this belief, surviving from 
pre-war conditions; but assures us it can only 
be eradicated by security of employment 
Why does he talk perpetually of pre-war con. 
ditions? Why does he ignore the fact that a 
huge army of unemployed men and women ig 
thronging the Employment Exchanges to-day? 
Is it because he is in heaven and through t 
glorious haze of good living, and distinguished 
company there, cannot clearly see the realities of 
life to-day, or, is it because having approached the 
work in a sympathetic spirit and from a humane 
Aang Oe he is determined not to cast stones at 

ass, which of course means the employers, | any e 
The verbal censures of Mr. Barnes would not 
trouble the world’s capitalists; to them as to 
everyone else, deeds and not words are the things 
that count. Mr. Barnes and his colleagues on 
the Commission which has drawn up the Charter, 
have seen to it that their deeds shall be as 
innocuous as their words. Therefore the pro- 
visions of the Labour Charter are not to be 
compulsory, they are to be merely advisory. Not 
only this, but care is taken to safeguafd Govern- 
ments, which may continually reject the advice of 
the International Organisation and the points of 
its Labour Charter, against the charge of in- 
sincerity.” It is provided that there shall be special 
modifications of general recommendations for back- 
ward countries. Lord Sinha (what does the 
recording angel say of men who accept foreign | 
titles from the Government which oppresses their 
nation ) rose to return humble thanks for this 
conces-ion which gives to the Indian capitalist 
the seal of international approval on the greater 
sweating and exploitation of Indian labour. 

Vandervelde, prosperous and essentially bour- 
geois, gave his support to the provision that each 
country should be represented by one workers’, one 
employers’, and two Government representatives, 

ground that it was by no means certain 
that the State would always support capital 
on the 

against labour. He, as a Minister, was a proof of 
that! 

to raise the standard of life everywhere.” 

And meanwhile the spectre of Red Revolution 
was knocking at the door. 

tenia 
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towards solidarity. As it is the average English- 
man I meet does not know, and even when he 

does, I must confess he doesn't seem to trouble 
much. * 
Meanwhile, patient, solid Fritz can go on 
stevedoring and loading his trucks and the 
Hindenburgs and Scheidemanns can drink their 
wine. But rira bien qui rira le dernier, as the 
French proverb has it. It is spreading 1 ‘ 
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GIVE THIS PAPER TO A FRIEND. 

Mr, Barnes said: For the first time in history 
State, employers and workers are engaged in | 
common cause and animated by a common desire 
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April 7th. —Mr. Shortt stated that it would 
not be in the public interest to prosecute Mr. 
Lansbury for the speech made at the recent Hyde 
Park Demonstration! Probably the authorities 

fear that too much publicity would be given to 
the Russian situation thereby. 

MOTHERS’ PENSIONS. 

April 8th.—A motion was introduced by Mr. 
T. Wilson (Lab.) advocating the payment of 
adequate pensions to all widows with children, 

or mothers in cases where the breadwinner has 
become incapacitated—the pension to be paid 

by a committee or other wholly unconnected 
with the Poor Law. Mr. Wilson told the House | 

that the measure had been put into practice with 
success in America, and it was in operation in 
twenty-five States in the United States. The 
general feeling the House expressed was in favour 
of the motion. The ition of war widows 
has got to be dealt with, and therefore this 
measure finds favour at the moment. Even 
Major Astor, for the Government, approved of 

the principle.“ So too did Mr. Shortt; but he 
very definitely * against ting pensions 
to all widows. e asked: “Is every widow, 
every woman, whose husband is incapacitated, 
without any consideration to her means, to be 
entitled to a pension a. i Mr. Adamson 
(Lab.) answered No! Would the Labour Part 
prefer a bureaucratic committee inquiring which 
widow should be given a pensfon and which not. 
The maintenance of such a staff fund would 
add largely to the expenditure Whereas the 
‘inquisition ’’ would be most painful to the widows 
concerned. Is there aps way out, one will ask. 
Has any one thought of the levelling of all incomes ? 

HOUSING. 

When Labour is up in arms, social réconstruc- 
tion bills trip over one another in their hurry to 
appease the man in the street. The Housing and 
Town Planning Bill was debated on April 7th 
and 8th and given a Second Reading. Dr. 
Addison was in charge of the Bill and made a 
long introductory speech pointing out the necessity 
of the Bill as though the House needed an ex- 
planation! He dwelt on the injury to health 
caused by insanitary dwellings an overcrowding. 
In speaking of South Wales, he said that — 
live in those old hovels there till other houses 
are built from lack of other accommodation and 
from habit. Where does Dr. Addison expect 
them to live, when there are no new houses ? 
Sir D. Maclean (L.) termed this Bill “the real 
Health Bill.“ Colonel Wedgwood (C. L.) denounced 
the measure as the worst of all the eight housing 
and town-planning Bills introduced since he 
had been in the House! He showed how the 
revious bills had become dead letters. The 
spall interest made itself largely felt, and 
one could see that all the Housing Acts in the 
world will be futile untd the land belongs to the 
community. Sir T. Walters (C.U.) brought in 
a new element by demanding that “ intelligent 
women” be put on the housing committees. 
He made no stipulation as to the qualification 
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of the men who will of course be on those Com- 
mittees ! 

HEALTH BILL. 
April 9th.—The Ministry of Health Bill has 
ed through the House, and now will shortly 
ome law. It was interesting to learn that the 

Government tried to override the proposal that 
no discrimination should be made between men 
and women in the 2 of officials to the 
Ministry of Health. Thomas (Lab.) pointed 
out that the support of Labour had been procured 
for this Bill on the understanding that there should 
be reform of the Poor Law. a pity not to 
have insisted on the abolition of the Poor Law ! 

THE PHARISEES. . 
A motion indignantly testing against any 

negotiation with the Bolshevik Government was 
made by Mr. C. Edwards (Lab.). In his opinion 
to recognise the Lenin régime is to give recogni- 
tion to anarchy....to wicked cruelty beyond any 
possible conception of any British mind at least.” 
What about the blockade, Mr. Edwards? A 
crowd of other Pharisees followed the line of Mr. 
Edwards, and when Colonel Guinness (C. U.) made 
reference to the members who supported the 
Bolshevists cries of indignation came from all 
parts of the House. No, who would credit any 
respectable British M. P. with approving of the 
Bolsheviki! Only Colonel Wedgwood (C. L.) took 
a less extreme line and dub the white paper 
on Bolshevik atrocities as anonymous tittle- 
tattle.“ Mr. Shortt almost c atulated the 
House on its anti-Bolshevik attitude, this debate 
would show the whole world“ what is the opinion 
of the British House of Commons.” It will / 
He knew of no peace offer from Lenin—in his 
opinion, he is no more fit to negotiate with then 
before !! Now we know!!!! 

WHICH FACTION ? 
April 10th.—It was, to say the least of it, very 

ambiguous on the part of Mr. Harmsworth to state 
that: The whole question of assistance to the 
various Russian forces strivi to re-establish 
order in Russia is receiving His Majesty's Govern- 
ment's careful attention. Who will decide which of 
the fofces is trying to restore order? The Bol- 
sheviki are, in our opinion. 

IGNORANCE, 3 
Many ex-soldiers who were’ P.O. employees 

object to work with C. O.s whe have not — 
alternative service. Another instance of faili 
to recognise one’s best friends ! . 

THE LAND QUESTION. 
A Bill to facilitate the acquisition of land was 

given a second reading. No section of the House 
expressed much delight, and it is very questionable 
whether the public, which is supposed to benefit 
thereby, will welcome the measure. 

RATES. | 
April l1lth.—A Bill wis introduced by Colonel 

Yates (C.U.) to make it compuleory for a landlord 
to state the amount of rates paid on each dwelling. 
The Bill was favourably received and given a 
second reading. 

* 

THE OPPRESSED NATION- 
ALITIES. 

Our ally Japan has cent six battalions of troops 
to quell the national aspirations of the Koreans. 
The Koreans are said to be influenced by Bolshevik 
propaganda. 

The British military authorities fired on a 
crowd of 5,000 people in Delhi; the crowd then 
tried to rush the Town Hall. 

Lieut.-General Sir Frederick Shaw hes 
claimed as disturbed areas requiring more 
Cork, East and West Riding and City of Cork, 
Counties of Kerry and Limerick, City of Limerick, 
County of Tipperary, North and South Riding. 

County Mayo and parts of Westport have been 
proclaimed as special military areas! | 

Daily the press assures us that the trouble in 
Egypt is dying down; but daily comes news that 
it is extending. It is a rebellion of the people 
driven to rebel against the long oppression y 
the cruelties of conscription, the high prices whic 
have been piled up during the war, and the 
economic erisis caused b 
100,000 British troops and an immense number 
of their animals. The Egyptians are trying to 
force the British Government to terminate their 
occupation of Egypt. The Egyptians are right; 
we hope they will succeed. The releace of Zaghlul 
and his Nationalist colleagues and the raising of 
restrictions on travel show how great is the 
gyptian upri-ing. A little more Bolsheviem 

would win similar concessions for us in Britain. 

Only favoured persons are allowed to leave this 
country. 

ro- 

„ 

Olice: 

the provisioning of 

APPEALING FOR RECRUITS. 
The Morning Post cays that the phraceol of 

the present recruiting posters is very different from 
that formerly adopted. It quotes an old poster : 
Lou will find me ready to receive you with a 
bottle of wine in one hand and six guineas in the 
other....I intend to treat you with a supper and 

bal... Ama gage India for ever ! 
ve shillings a day and a B Servant. 

bold, and undaunted y 
remember your Pay in India, Five Shillings a 
Day, and every man a Black Servant... tho 

„ flaming, fighting Old 1 
1 may be different, but the ap; 
is the same to-day. Naval recruits for ia 
being offered £12 to £13 per month, £2 2s. a week 
“river transport allowance,’ end reparation 
allowance for their wives. 

YOUNG SOLDIERS. 
At Liverpool Street Station on April 12th wasa 

party of soldiers of a Middlesex Regiment. 
Amongst them were half-grown children who could 
only be described as little boys ! 

ITALIAN SOCIALISTS. 
Italian Socialists announced their intention to 

hold a procession in memory of Karl Liebknecht 

Heroes of the Militie, 

and Rosa Luxemburg con Lenin's birthday, 
April 1%h. The Government bited t 
procession: the Socialists replied with the 
announcement of a day's general strike. 
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Parliament As We See It. s 

Brave, 

f 741 
taly would 

conflict 

1 F 

not inhabited b 
British and 

it can out of the war i Kher te 
ing for the war against Socialism, in which, 

a menace very r 
i 4 — 

extensive profits. r 2 
puts it, has 6 
railway communications in 
States, the Caucasus, and the Don country. 
O:ecko-Siovakia and Yugo-Slavia have 
allotted to the United States.“ : 

. do with the camanion enn eis tint 

its Allies have not treated it 1 1 

extensive war 
British workers, Which side are you on in the 

International Civil War ? , 
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"Write to tie Secretary, 

LONDON MEETINGS. 
OUTDOOR, 

SATURDAY, APRIL 19th. | 
Great Push against Conrcription in Stratford. — 

Meet at 3 f. M. at the Grove ("buses and trams 
from Mile End and Aldgate). Speakers: Miss 
Birch, Miss O Neil, Mrs. Walker, and others. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25th. 
Cobden Statue (near Mornington Crescent Tube 

Station).—5.30 r. M., Miss O Neil, Mr. J. G. 
Stone 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26th. 
Great Push in Hammersmith. * 

| INDOOR. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 24th. 

Hall, Bow Road (in lieu of Limes Hall, 
: wiham). 7.30 p. M., Dr. Rickman on 

Chair: Sylvia Pankhurst. 

— LE WORKER: 

‘ERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
" gubstitution of a World Federation of Workers’ Industrial Republi 

substitution f Subscription 4d. Seortery, 400 Old Ford Road, Landon, KH Telephone Hast 1781 

of Capitalion and Parliaments, and 

month, 4s. per annum. 

* 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25th. 
3 Great Garden Street, Whitechapel.—8 P. u., 

General Meeting, London Section. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27th. 
400 Old Ford Road.—7 r. u., R. H. Pollitt, 

Reform or Revolution.“ Chair: Miss N. 
Smyth. Discussion. 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

GENERAL FUND.—Irene, per Mrs. Drake 
(20s. weekly), £2. COLLECTIONS. — Poplar 
W.S.F., 38. 2d.; Miss Price, ls. 3d. 

SOCIAL WORK.—Mrs. M. Boswell (monthly), 
£2; Nurse Hebbes (10s. weekly), £1; Mrs. Rich- 
mond (fortnightly), 10s.; May F. Melling, 5s. 

COLLECTION.—Misses E. Lagsding and J. 
Watts (Green’s Yard), 8s. 44d. 

HULL. 
No, we are not excited abont Hull or the other 

by-elections. The Government has lost this seat, 
us it lost two others, and at Hull the Government 
poll is down by over 6,000 votes. Undoubtedly 
tho electors have recévered somewhat from khaki 
fever ; that is quite natural; every one knew they 
would; but the change in the colour of the 
representation will make no difference : Kenworthy 
or Percy, Liberal or Tory, it is all one. There is 
no material difference between the various wi 
of the oy of capitalism. They are all soli 
against the Soviets. Parliament will never abolis 
capitalism, and whoever preaches reliance upon it 
ia to that extent postponing the revolution. 

CHURCHILL REVEALS THE 
3 PLOT. 

GERMANY TO BE COMPELLED.TO FIGHT 
BOLSHEVISM. 

When the war was raging, we said that if our 
rulers should 3 any reason to fear that the 
workers would rise against them, they would make 
age with the German rulers and join with them 

putting down the workers. Winston Churchill's 
speech to the Aldwych Club on April llth abun- 

tly proves the truth of our contention. ‘ The 
atrocities of Lenin and Trotsky,” he says, are 
incomparably more hideous than any for which the 
Kaiser himself is responsible.” To Churchill that 
is so, for have not dispossessed the capitalists 
and the landlords and made the Soviets of the 
workers the Government of the country ? 

Germany, Churchill tells us, is to be made to 
pay for the war, but we cannot all get all we should 
ke out of her, and if we try to get too much the 

Scheidemann Government will fall and the Soviets 
take its place. Therefore, having been disarmed, 
Germany must be fed and peace must be made 
with hor. He says: A way of atonement is 
open to Germany. By combating Bolshevism, by 
being the bulwark against it, Germany may make 
the first step towards ultimate union with the 
civilised world.“ 

and 
over 

Europe, with only small States, exhausted by the 
war, standing in its path. Churchill knows, we 
all know, that the Soviet soldiers will only march 

in self-defence. 
Churchill 
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8 — ~ 28 9 , ? 

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. 
will be that revival of prosperity without which 
our domestic contentment is impossible? 
„Wo to Churchill moans the ruling classes ; 
it is their prosperity which is concerning him. 

Cannot the workers see it? Surely they should 
receive such speeches as this of Churchill a; a 
challenge which should spur them on to frustrate 
the plot to use them to crush the power of the 
international working class ! 

Says Churchill: ‘‘The Prime Minister has 
given me the fullést authority to take whatever 
measures the general staff of the army think 
necessary to see that our men are relieved, and 
brought safely: through the perils with which they 
are confronted.” 

Churchill does not say that the measures are to 
bring the men home; and Churchill is nothing if 
not,an adventurous dare devil ! 

SUAse DEMOCRACY. 
Institute on April llth said he hoped that though 
the War Cabinet would disappear at the close of 
the war, the Dominion Prime Ministers would 
continue 8 to sit with British Ministers 
to deal all matters of common concern to the 
United Kingdom and the Dominions. The War 
Cabinet has certainly been the chief governing 
body in this country ever since its formation. It 
has been a highly reactionary body in clove touch 
with the great c@pitalists and financiers and 
obedient to their wishes. The British Cabinet has 
more and more usurped the power of Parliament 
which long since. became little more than a cipher. 
hip: bn binet has * bene — * make 
a show of reporting to Parliament and obtaining 
Parliament astont. Indeed, it has virtually 
told Members of Parliament to be silent and cease 
from meddling with affairs of State. 

Should any friction or conflict develop between 
Parliament and the Cabinet, would not the Cabinet 
insist that the inclusion 
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| of Dominion Premiers in 
the Cabinet had rendered the Government, not 

ible to Parliament, but to the Empire, and 
emancipated the Government from the duty 

Germany Bolshevik 
laments: Where shall we be; where 

of consulting Parliament upon the issue in question! 
Parliamentarian Socialists should consider who 

chooses Prime and how Cabinets are 
appointed. The oe ign chooses the British 
Prime Minister, -it is a matter of history that 
British sovereigns have repeatedly relccted as 
Prime Ministers, not the acknowledged leader of 
the * which has secured the majority at the 
election, b on, but some Of rson whose personality 
and views have been ive to the reactionary 
forces. Sometimes individual thus chosen has 
declined office, knowing that he could not secure 
the support of a Parliamentary majority; but on 
other occasions he has taken office, ousting the 
man who 1 been chosen. An instance 
of royal tion recently occurred in 
Sweden. Branting, the Majority Socialist, was 
the leader of the t party in the Swedish 
Parliament, but the King chose a Liberal to be 
Prime Minister and a Coalition Government was 
formed. The Prime Minister who appoints the 
Cabinet does not disclose the conditions of taking 
office imposed on him by the sovereign, but no 
doubt the capitalist powers behind the throne 
confer with the King and advise him concerning 
these matters. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Dear Eprror,—You wish me to say what 

contract the workers broke when they held a 
meeting at the Crosseley Motors, Ltd. 

I understood the workers were engaged by 
time or for a job, in either case having started 
they were due to finish it before leaving off, 
except at specified intervals. I believe engineers, 
being en by the hour, can cease work at an 
hour's notice, but in the aecounts of the case 
spoken of no indication of even that hour’s notice 
of stopping work appears to have been given. : 

Secondly, you wish me to say “how the 
workers could have guarded against such breach.“ 

An employee should ascertain’ what are the 
terms of his contract before he starts work— ~ 

„ 
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| eg extreme cold or the fact that . 

repeated complaints received no attention. The 
latter is what usually leads to actions which — 5 
be technically wrong, but which must comm 
the sympathy of any decent employer. In the 
light of the note which ap in last week's 
Dreapnovaut I do not propose to take up space 
by replying at length to Mr. Halls—after all as 
we are working together there should be oppor- 
tunities for helpful personal discussion—I will only 
2 that in my opinion it is the conduct of capi- 
talists that will be responsible if capitalism has to 
ive way to Socialism before the majority of 

Socialista have educated themsélves and others 
for it. J. Epwarp FRANcIs. 

Mr. Francis seems to us to have missed the 
point. The workers were not holding a meeting 
to amuse themselves. Tho worksho 

taneous gathering to decide what to do. By the 
end of the day some of them might have become | 
ill. Even in these days of capitelism the em- 
loyer is required to supply certain minimum 
eating and other amenities for the workers. ] 

SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS’ COUNCIL 
FORMED IN CHICAGO. N 

American soldiers and sailors have formed a 
Council in Chieago. It propos es to make the 
United States a fine place for humen beings. 
It is not interested in the making of millionsaires 
and political heroes,” but in giving 
and woman.a chance to 7 i 
things of life.” It Says: We meet 
of Chicago thousan : 
idle and penniless. They can beg, steal, or de end 
on their sisters.“ The Council is not yet a Revo, 
lutionary Socialist body, but by the example of 
Russia it may become e 
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heated. They were cold and they held a spon- © 
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