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THE BERNE CONFERED 
How British Delegates Voted. 
As we ‘consider it highly important for 

Sef ye e an w the delegates re | } 
country voted on the important question. of 
Revolutionary Socialism, in of théir 
inordinate length we print in full both the 
resolution, and also the Adler- et Reso- 
lution because we desire British lists 
know exactly what is done in their name. 
The 1.L.P. erence is about to meet. Mem- 
bers of the LL.P. were present at the Berne 
Conference. They De the only British 
Socialists at Berne. -I.L.P. annual meeting 
will give them an opportunity to:explain their 
action on this important question, and it will 
give the I.L.P. rank and file an opportunity to 
express their views upon that action. Cir- 
cumstances are forcing the Socialists of every 
country to choose whether they will work to 
perpetuate the -ogeaspigy sa system of govern- 
ment, or to build up an industrial republic on 
Soviet lines. It is impossible to work effec- 
tively for both objects. 

It will be observed that the official resolution 
of the Berne Conference. declares for Parlia- 
mentarianism: and attacks the Russian Soviets 
by implication. It welcomes expressly the 
political revolutions in Russia, Austria-Hungary 
and Germany, leaving it to be understood that 
it does not welcome the industrial revolution. 
It declares for Parliamentary government which 
it insists to be the only form of democratic 
government. It implies that the Soviet system 
has “no chance of gaining the support of the 
majority of the people” though even its 
capitalist opponents it that it has gained 
that support. It declares against the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, but does not openly 
say so. In its effort to beiittle the great 
achievement of the rey: — . it 
retends to agree to send a delegation to Russia 
sete of the “ general interest Socialists in all 
countries have in exact knowledge of the facts 
bearing on these popular upheavals.” It 
thus attempts to dismiss thea ce of the 
Soviets as a temporary upheaval which will 
disappear, having no place in the steady 
development of peoples. It should be noted 
that accordi 
delegation from Britain and Canada voted for 
this resolution, but only the minority of the 
French and Italian, and half the German- 
Austrian delegation. | 
The Adler- et resolution lacks the cour- 

- age to take a decisive stand for the Soviets, 
but it says: “we warn the working classes 
against any kind of stigma which may be 
applied to the Russian Soviet Republic.” 

© French majority, half the German-Austrian, 
the Dutch, Norwegian, Irish, Spanish delega- 
tions and one Greek delegate voted for this 

_Jesolution. The Italian majority did not vote ; 
evidently the Italians did not desire to sit on the 
fence but to give open support to the Soviets. 
We are surprised that the Irish delegation was 
content to support this compromise resolution. 
The Workers’ Revolution begun in Russia is 
approaching this country westward through 

rmany. It is surely necessary for the 
various so-called Socialist parties to discuss 
their attitude towards it ;.to make up their 
minds whether they are to support or oppose 
the Industrial Revolution. The minority in 
each party can then devote its energies to 
furthering the policy it approves. 

E. Sytvia PANKHURST. 
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cally and 
course of the war,.was the reounstitution of the interna- 
tional front of the conscious revolutionary proletariat. 
This same fundamental print 
attitude towards the Berne erence, 

truths have been expressed 
but after the war is over. 

Dictatorship gives rise to most serious ob 
same men who have passively or actively hindered inter- 
national action for four 
thought it their duty to 

stigma which be a 
pablo. Weave uct 

and Swiss are standing aside! Others are taking 
reluctantly. rn a 

make the 

tionary Parties o 

The majority of * ; 

to the official report the entire - 

which, in Russia, Austria- 
dest: oyed the 
and overthrown their Gc 

these countries to de 
institutions which will ena , 
great socialist transformation. In these momentous 
times, when the problem of the Socialist reconstraction 

teeing popular 
respect for the wishes of the people, the 
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For International Socialism. 
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DEMOCRACY AND DIOTATORSAIP. 

THE ‘ADLER-LONGUBT’ RESOLUTION. 
« 

The leadi of the . intleletigably Genfeed throaghont’ the ‘weal 

also determined our 

We maintain that this Conference runs the risk of pee. 
Hs grave criticiem, not because of what is oontaived 

its resolutions, but certain common 
too late, not during the war, 

On the other hand, the readlation on Democracy and 
ions. The 

-@ half years, who have 
tain from any international 

ly utilise the Conference for a oourse eager J 
of action which will inevitably increase the difficulties of 
the International. By 

We warn the worki olliiecs inst any bind of 
‘to the Russian Soviet Re- 

ient material for a judgment. 
thing only do we know. with certainty, that the 

shameful cam of vies oe which the press and 
agencies of the ntral res and the Entente have 
viel with one another d the war, continues un- 
changed to-day. 

We do not wish, by mature ndgment on 
litical methode, to be hp ms of the manceuvres and 

nterested calumnies of bourgeois ments. To our 
viol 

ois govern 
great regret, we are unable to rely solely on the informa- 
tion received from those Russian 
Conference, who represent only a minority of the Russian 
working class. We do not cast the 
their. good faith, but we must demand 
tional remain true to ite old pr 
sides before coming to.a d 
is but a first feeble atte 
Whole 

present at the 

htest doubt on 

= = both 

oe at an internatioval assembly, 
Parties, such as Italian, Serbian, Roumanian, 

part 

We have 

the Sub-Cimmittes have not listened 
We do not wish to be parties to 
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THE OFFICIAL RESOLUTION , 

The Conference hails the great political revolutions 
Hungary and pease have 

imes of i ialism and mi régi mperi 

The Conference urges the workers and socialists of 
democratic and republican 
them to bring about the 

of the world is more than ever before a bur uestion, 
the working classes should make up their unani- 
mously and unmistakably about the method of their 

In full agreement with all vious Congresses of the 
International the Berne Conference Srmly adheres to the of 

. triumphs of Democracy 
liberty. | : 

Those institutions which constitate , freedom 
of speech and of the press, the right of assembly, univer- 
sal suffrage, @ government responsible to Parliament, 
with arrangements guaran and 

t of associa- 

tion, etc. ; these also provide the working 
means of carrying on the class struggle. 

Owing to certain recent events, the Conference desires 
to make the constractive character of the Socialist pro- 
gramme a clear. True socialisation implies 

development in the diferent branches of methodical 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. 
the London Star 

Poe Ome 

oo 

Mr. 

says he, with a fountain pen that weeps salt tears 

of Stephen's ink, ‘“‘ Woe to the inhabitants of the 
earth! Woe! Woe! Unutterable woe ! 

And all because our militarists are showing 
themselves to be just militarists, not stained-glass 

Fabians who believe in making people happy by 

Act of Parliament. It is woe, woe, unutterable 

woe ! because our diplomatists are diplomatists, 
not members of a Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
brotherhood. It is not woe, woe, unutterable 
woe! that British women have to exist on & 
beggarly fifteen shillings a week. It is not that 
miners ue in one-roomed houses, nor that a coal 

company can 1 eet tas cent and still have a 
reserve of £150,000, } 

Mr. James Douglas is a Liberal, with Fabian 
leanings. He belioves in harmony between the 
Kind-Hearted Capitalist and the Willing and 
Respectful Worker. His ideal of “a land fit for 
heroes to live in”’ is a kind of factory system built 
in garden: cities, with Henry Dubb 1ing to 
elk hall an-hour too early and leaving hali-an- 
hour later tlian the official time, and the K.H.C. 
(Kind-Heart..d Capitalist) smiling his appreciation 
with a Double Corona between his tenth. 

James imazines that a slave is no more a slave 
if his chain- are gilded with profit-sharing schemes. 
Nn ee ee 
Europe, policed by a kind-hearted police of t 
League of Nations, armed to the teeth, whilst 
Henry Dubb will not be allowed to carry a jack- 
knife on him. James i ines that we have only 
to have a few more ident Wilsons round the 
corner and wats will be no more. I donot agree 
with James on all these points, but I heartily agreo 
with the last. There would be no more wars. 
They would be massacres. 

'e are asked to believe that Woodrow Wilson is 
an angelic su who never spoke a foolish 
thing. But he has seldom done a wise one. When 
Tom Mooney was convicted for a crime he didn’t 
commit, Wilson got a move on when the workers 
began to be uneasy. But Tom Mooney is yet in 
prison. 

Under Woodrow Wilson's kind and beneficent 
rule, Haywood, the Secretary of the Industrial 
Workers of the World, was sentenced, with several 
others, to TWENTY YEARS’ IMPRISONMENT.. And 
a; a kind of double-overweight fined 20,000 dollars 
apiece. 

In the sunshine of Woodrow Wilson’s smile, 
Eugene Debs, who stood as Socialist candidate for 

_ the American Presidency, was sentenced to TEN 
YEARS’ IMPRISONMENT. Pastor Stokes, who 
talked Socialism, was sentenced to TEN YEARS’ 
IMPRISONMENT. Conscientious objectors, who were 
happy enough nut to live in Royal England, but 
basked in the Liberty Loan of Wilson's sunlight 
soap, were sentenced to periods of from FivE TO 
TEN YEARS’ IMPRISONMENT. Max — Eastman, 
Editor of The Masses ; Victor Berger, the Socialist 
Congressman; Emma Goldman, the Anarchist ; 
Margaret Sanger of the Birth-Control Movement— 
all these will tell — what to expect if you look at 
Wilson through the green spectacles of Mr. James 
Douglas. Woodrow, you will notice, believes in 
equality of the sexes, the workers want is 
not a Wilson Peace, nor a Wilson League of 
Nations, nor Wilson's soft soap. The workers 
don't want o diplomacy: They want no 
sa yo at all, 

r. James 3, in his capacity of Editor of 
The Star, says: ‘* This atrocity will not be averted 
by doctrinaires and professors who talk and write 
pamphiets. It can only be averted by the plain 
a And here he refers to the “ betrayal” 
of League of Nations. The plain peoples, he 

must veto it here and now, or the consequence 
. be 

Mr. Douglas wants to ise Henry Dubb 
into believing that the League of Nations is a kind 
of patent medicine to cure all diseases. And 
Woodrow Wilson is the man to sell it at so much 
the bottle, with a written rantee if desired. 
But we noticed that Mr. had to leave 
that new toy and hurry over to England when 
the miners and the Clyde workers and the soldiers 
bezan to — 

he people, the plain people, cannot the 
‘reat or the grocer or the butcher with a on of 
Nations. They cannot dine off it. 

A League of Nations is no use if it endl it does not do 

don over 

{@) Abolish such a thing a3 a “ working class.” 
b) Restore the land o the people. 
Build homes ~—real homes —for all the people. 

) Transfer all industry into the hands of the 
rkers, who will then be aL. ruxr PEOPLE. 
hose are all the real needs of the British and 

other peoples. But the League of Nations will 

ALLL LLL LLL LEE le | THE WORKERS’ _D 

James Douglas, in neal 
2 1 1919), is i about the . 
Thea i Lieus oP Nedons.. "Woe," 

~~ ROE LR 9 ROI ete ome ” 

THE SOLDIER 
ee mate 

Tripp, a young soldier who 
the war and here 

, 

lV. 
,.»»Peter came home suddenly at the end of 

April, after nearly nine months in hospital in 

England “ee? : 

* . * 

_ ‘We had supper, then we talked. The inevitable 
subject came round. Peter said—and the phrase 
sticks in my mind—“ Do you think, when I was 
wounded, that I lay twelve hours in that field 
without swapping souls with the Devil? You talk 
of nobility in suffering and courage in trial as 
something that almost makes war worth while. 
You think the heroism of a man redeems the 
depths of its blackness and gives it grace and 
holiness. It doesn’t, It damns it thrice. You 
talk glibly of a holy war: there is only bloody, 
bestial war. The nobility of a man should turn to 
better purposes than that, should be harnessed_ to 
something cleaner than a slaughter cart. 

I lay there from seven in t 
at night, I had been standing in the open, such 
as I did at Loos, save that Noel was not with me, 
when there came a splitting roar in the air and 
something struck me in the chest, head, arm and 
leg. At first there was no pain, or only a little in 
my leg. I hardly realised I had been hit, It 
seemed simply as though something had taken a 
little strength from me—strength and firm purpose 
—and made me dizzy. I turned back when the 
trickle of blood from my head became noticeable 
on my tunic, I had gone about fifty yards when 
pain gripped me, crushed me, and I fell...... 
seemed to be falling, falling...... 
I think I fainted, was for a long while uncon- 

scious, as, suddenly, I realised that I was staring 
up into the sky, with eyes strangely cold round the 
rims, and that a bank of mud, making a sort of 
horizon against the clouds, was encircling me. I 
could not move. Oan you imagine my slowly 

wing horror when I found I could not move? 
could hear everything, I could roll my eyes..... 

certain sounds came to my ears, muffled, as from a 
distance. 1 fought for memory, searched a vague 
background of indefinite ideas, Bit by bit it came 
back to me. [ had to drag it piece by piece from 
eternity: that was how it seemed—pick up the 
threads of existence from an infinite and unaccount- 
able void—grow again. ... 

Time passed, I do not know how long.... 
Suddenly something caught my eye, something 

moving-and dark against the sky. It came ied 
the edge of the shell crater, crawling along with 
painful slowness. It seemed to stir some half hid- 
den thought, awaken an echo of memory in me, 
render the blank uely luminous... .presently 
I understood that it was a stretcher carried by two 
men. 

I dozed again, from weakness I dare say, then 
re-awak with a crash ringingin my ears. The - 
ground was preceptibly rocking, shaking. A lapse 
of time, then another rending cough, nearer, fuller, 

, and, behind the bank of mud, rising and 
falling scattered fragments of earth and wood. 

Knowledge leapt through the lethargy, the un- 
certainty in which I was labouring! Quite suddenly 
I adjusted my muddled ideas, understood the sound, 
the meaning of the flying fragments. I shivered, 
spore’, a8 the earth trembled again and again. 

moment the thudding terror nearer. 
The moving barrage advanced like a wave of the 
incoming sea upon the sand. I had enough life in 
me still to be horrified, to be filled with the fearful 
suspense of awaiting death. You cannot under- 
stand all that I went through lying there with 
hellish curtains of fire pounding towards me. 

hater 

not do any of these things, because it cannot. 
The peoples, the plain les, can only do these 
things themselves. “ om cannot be granted ; 
it must be taken.” | 

In the words of Mr. James Douglas himself: 
““ It can only be done by the plain peoples. . . . They 
must terrify the reactionazies and frighten the 
jingoes and seare the militarists who are still living 
in the year 1914 instead of 1919.” 
Then we shall see whether the world cannot be 

cleansed better than with Wilson's soft soap, if the 
soap we use is branded ‘‘ International Socialism.” 

EADNOUGHT. 
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e morning to eight | 

and THE WAR. 
Each whi , a8 it rose to a shriek, seared 

jarred the nerves and fibres of my brain with 
white, pricking fire. Each movement seemed , 
livid eternity, The movements of my heart wer, 
so uneven, so strange that I hardly breathed ; ag 
each shell broke like surf thundering on the rocks, 
darting needle points of flame rushed beneath, | 
my skin and my lids. Thén, as suddenly ag i | 
began, the horror ceased, : 

Another queer figure crept round the edge of the 
crater, this time from the other side. It carried a 

box of cartridges on itsshoulder. It seemed to me 
in my semi-dazed condition to be grotesque and 
unreal, The mud squelching and sapping beneath 
its boots mingled in sound with the far of 
stutter of machine guns. 
A tall lanky figure it was, with red hair, As jt 

came opposite me, and as I strained my eyes to 
look at it, it stopped,-and planting its feet firmly 
stooped to ease its burden, I saw the man’s tans 
clearly, the flush of exertion upon it, the rugged 
brutality, the squinting eyes. On the instant 
stooping, he became rigid: his eyes became fixed, 
a stare crept into them. With a jerk he flung his 
ammunition sideways, bent his knees like a hunted, 
crouching animal, spread out his hands, lurched 
vividly, drunkenly into the cavity of the shell hole, 
There was a blinding flash, a thunder that beat 
solidly at my les and ears, a scorching wave, 
and then something that rolled laughing, and, | 
thought spitting u me, and lay a dead weight 
across my legs. ere was for a long while a blue 
swirling pall, like tobacco smoke, through which 
fine rain began‘to fall gently....then again dark- 
ness, utter and impenetrable. 
When the nurse bent over me as I lay in 

hospital far behind the lines and her blouse, 
rounded by her soft breasts beneath, came near 
my lips, I smiled. I dare say I cried, too. But 
I loved her, so tender she was and so kind, so soft 

....She redeemed me, just as in the tale the | 
crucified God redeemed the soul of the thief. She 
took me out of the blackness and squalor and stink 
of blood....I always think of her breasts: they 
seemed to call to me, as though I had been a babe, 
to'sink asleep on them, to rest... rest.... | 

I love her still for that instant, for the divinely 
tender nature of her, for the simple memory of her 
breasts and their tenderness—because perhaps, 
she is an illusion, a dear blessed illusion of mine, 
No woman is as beautiful as that, at least not now. 
My ideals are fsomehow, all foul and bespattered, 
mauled, in the dust, broken....” 

His faced twitched suddenly, became ugly, vin- 
dictive almost; bitter from the bitterness of his 
soul.—“ What should you know,” he said roughly 
with an impatient gesture, “ What should anyone 
know in this world of....”-—he jerked his hand 
and. his eyes swept the room—“of pictures and 
armchairs and china?’ Its clean, its tidy, it looks 
good, If one did not know it hid all these other 
things—blood, murder, rape, blasphemy, one might 
consider it charming!.... 

THE COAL SHORTAGE. 
Miners in Wales have been working short time, 

and yet the country is kept terribly short of coal 
and we are told that foreign competition will put 
British coalowners out of business. Even some 
of the miners around Pontygwaith have been left 
without house coal, which is supplied to them by 
the colliery, and a stoppage of work had to be 
threatened before the promise of another de- 
livery was forthcoming. Meanwhile, many 4 
grate wa; empty for a week. The only possible 
explanation of this shortage is that stocks ate 
being accumulated in case of a strike. There is @ - 

persistent in South Wales that people are 
coming a to the houses to find out whem~ . = to billet soldi 

The coal, by the way, is d a ton at & 
time in the road in front of the miner’s house. 
Many houses have no rece ble of con- 

ining a ton of odal. The ener eying | his — 
carry it in many journeys through the house an 
put i¢ in the ae the scullery, as seems handiest. 

Rubbish for the dustman has to be carried 
through the house by the miner's wife and left ™ 
the road to be collected. The local authority 
provides no dust pail. 

If the Labour Councillors, so many of whom 
have been elected in South Wales during the 
recent contests, can do anything for the miner ® 
wife they will secure some improvements in tho-¢ 
conditions for her. , 
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NATIONAL. REVOLUTION, — Tetes.s70 that te of he grat port ER ) ance to arrive at an agreement with Eng 
Speech delivered . before the All-Russian Soviet who formerly read only the lying and calum- and France at the expense of the Bolsheviki. 

Executive Committee, October 22nd, 1918.) nious articles and news reports of the bourgeois /™ this connection one might believe that 
By Viapmir LENIN. press, are now beginning to take stock of what between the English and French on the one 

I believe our present situation, despite all is happenirig’in Hosile. And when last Wed- !4¢, and Germany on the other, a tacit agree- 
the contradictions it contains, can be charac- nesday’a detionstration took place in Berlin, ™€Mt something like this exists: “Don’t you 
terived by two theses; First, that we never and the workers—in order to show their ill. eTmans leave the Ukraine so long as we have 
before stood. so near to the international pro- will toward the Kaiser—wanted to march in "0° Arrived there. See to it that the Bol- 
letarian revolution as at present ; second, that front of his palace, they then went to the sheviki don t get in, then everything else will 

we on the other hand never found ourselves Russian Embassy in order thus to announce be adjusted.” And the Germans take great 
‘n a more dangerous position than now. — their solidarity with the acts of the Russian care, ta do so, for they know that for proved 
And the most serious part of our situation Proletarian Government. service they, too, will have some of the loot. 

consists in the fact that the broad masses of the . So, Europe has got this far in the fifth year That is the judgment of the Anglo-French 
people are hardly aware of the danger that of the war. Therefore, we also declare that Imperialists, for they. very well understand that 
menaces us. Therefore, it must be one of the we néver were so near to the world-wide revolu- the bourgeoisie of the occupied districtse— 

- principal tasks of the Soviet representatives to tions as we are to-day. Our allies are millions —— the Ukraine, or Poland—will not 
make the present situation entirely clear to the and millions of proletarians in all the countries °° to hold its ground a single day after the 
broad masses—no matter how difficult this of the world. But for all that, I repeat that withdrawal of the German, garrisons and the 
task may sometimes be. The weightiest objec- our situation never before was so precarious bourgeoisie of these countries, who only yester- 
tion that was raised against the Soviet Govern- as it is at present, because in Europe, as well day sold their territory to the Germans, are 

ment, not only by the bourgeoisie but also from as in America Bolshevism is being reckoned ‘-@4y Offering their fatherland to the English 
the ranks of the lower middle class that had with as a world power and a world danger. and the French. This conspiracy of the bour- 
lost faith in Socialism, was that we allegedly Immediately following the conclusion of the geoisie of all countries ainst the revolution 

had begun the Socialist revolution in Russia peace of violence [Brest-Litovsk] we began ‘the workers and the Bolsheviki is constantly 
in a reckless manner, as the revolution in positive work of building up the Socialist becoming more clearly outlined and becomes 
Western Europe was not yet due. republic. As soon as we gave an opportunity cynically apparent. it is our direct duty 

Comrades, now in the fifth year of the world- to the peasants actually to get along without to point out this danger to the workers and 
war the general collapse of Imperialism is an the land owners, and a chance to the industrial peasants of all the belligerent countries. 
evident fact ; now it is clear that the revolution workers to arrange their own life without ‘the But for us, comrades, the German revolution 
in all the belligerent countries is unavoidable. capitalist, as soon asthe people understood favourable. rg the power and the 
We, however, whose. existence at the beginning that it. could manage the State itself, without i of organisation of the German pro- 

was counted” by days or weeks, at the most, slavery and exploitation, then it becamé clear otariat, we may believe that the German 
have done more in this year of the revolution to everyone, and also manifested itself in revolution will develo such power and will be 
than ever has been done by any other pro- practice, that no wer and no counter- Phas organised, that it will solve a hundred 

letarian party in the world. The bourgeoisie revolution*in the world would be able to over- h ternational problems. _ Only we must know 
no longer denies that Bolshevism is now an _ throw the Soviet power, i.e., the government ow to march in line with the German revolu- 
international phenomenon. Of course, you of the workers and peasants. It required many tion, not to run ahead of it and injure it, but to 
know that the revolution has broken out in months for us to come to this conviction in help it. And our comrades, the communists of 

Bulgaria and that the Bulgarian soldiers are Russia. the. Ukraine, must bear’ this in mind. Our 
organising councils, or Soviets, after the Russian In the cities the revolution began to con- principe’ work must be carrying sietada 
model. Now comes the news that similar  solidate itself already in November, 1917, but Ow , and a » persistent ; 
Soviets are in the process of being organised in the country it did not do so until the summer th © vigr not et that any forms 

also in Serbia. The national eoisie of the of 1918. In the Ukraine, on the Don, and in hays portant in the revolu ; 
various small States of Austria will not be able various other places, the peasants have had 4 : Bian success of the world revolution 
to hold out. In Austria, too, the revolution of occasion to ra the power of the Constituents to the greatest upon Germany. 
the workers and peasants is knocking at the and the Czecho-Slovaks in their own affairs. ider the changes and 
door evérywhere. This required many, many months, but our on. 

In Germany the press already talks openly agricultural tion comes out of the struggle 
of the abdication of the Kaiser and the In- hardened. The peasants finally became aware 
dependent Social Democratic agg dares of the danger menacing them from the side of 
to speak of the German republic. iscertainly the capitalists and the land owners, but were 
means something! The German revolution is not frightened, and merely said to themselves : country must pass 

THE INT 

already a fact. The military party talks ‘‘ We have learned much in a single year, but —-= 6 i ee 
about it o . In East Prussia revolu- we shall learn still more.”’ the inevitable 
tionary commana have been formed; revolu- § The West European bourgeoisie, that up to psi na ~_ ee 
tionary slogans are being uttered. The Scheide- now has not taken the Bolsheviki seriously, is ste ae te im pc 
mann gang will not remain at the helm very now becoming aware of a power in Russiato Y® must ess that our 

| long ; it does not represent the broad masses of “arouse true heroism and a genuine spirit of 
the people, and the proletarian revolution in self-sacrifice in the masses. When this pro- 
Germany is inevitable. | letarian power began to infect. Europe the 

So far as Italy is concerned, the revolu- - boutgeoisie of the world noted that it, too, 
tionary sentiment of the proletariat of that must reckon with this enemy. And so the 
country is evident to. us. When Gompers, the bourgeoisie began to unite more closely in 
social patriot who has turned hieenall cives to ase. ¥ shoo as we drew nearer to the proletariah 
the bourgeoisie, visited the cities of Italy and -world revolution which flared up, now here, 

| preached patriotism to the workers he. was now there. ; 
hissed out everywhere. During the war the Now the situation for us, for the Russia of 
Italian Socialist Party has taken a big step the Soviets, has changed and events are follow- 
towards the Left. In France at the beginning ing their course at a quickened pace. Before, 
of the war the number of patriots among the we had to deal with two groups of imperialistic 
workers was only too great, for it was declared robber States, that were striving to destroy each 
that the soil of Raa and Paris was menaced. other. But now they have noticed,, : 
But there, too, the attitude of the 
is changing. When a letter was read to the ee 
last convention. telling what mischief the — pline of 
Entente was up to in Russia there were shouts “eg the 
of “ Long live the Russian Socialist Republic” | officers 
and ‘ Long live the.Soviets ! ” Seakeepny me study in got word that at a meeting held in Paris 2,000 anil clear 
metal workers greeted the Soviet Republic 
And in England it is true that the so-called 

Independent. Labour Party has not openly 
entered into an alliance with the Bolsheviki, 
but its sympathies for us are constantly on the 

i ; 
increase. The Socialist Labour Parties of Scot- not 
land have come out y for the Bolsheviki. observe two lines of thought, two plans for —_ 

This fact looms up before us entirely on its salvation, as it were, if there can be any talk. pag 
Own initiative: Bolshevism has become a world at all of salvation. One b gree eaye : We ny the theory and tactics of the international prole- want to gain time and hold out until ; 

_ ‘ariat. And'the working men of all countries, perhaps we may succeed in winning by arms!” 
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THE GREAT CONSPIRACY, 

The Bar Between Russian and 
German Socialism. 

The greatest effort of the Council of Ten, which 
controls the Peace Conference, is to keep Russsa 
and Germany apart. 

_ Russia's nt need is modern agri- 
cultural inery, in order that her 140,000,000 

cultivators may be enabled to produce 
enough to maintain themselves in comfort, and 
sufficient surplus food to sustain the industrial 

ton of the towns. | 
ia, in time, could develop manufactures 

all kinds to supply her agricultural needs. 
nless and until she does that, she should 4 

large quantities of manufactured articles from 
abroad. 

Germany, a country of vast indusirves and 
Russia’s near neighbour +s the natural source for 
supplying her with manufactured < 

wo factors have closed to the Russian peasant 
their most convenient source of supply — the 
autocratic .Government of the Czare, and the 
jealousy .of the Allied Capitalists, who are the 
rivals of the German Capitalists. 

Oppressive laws, and the exlorlion of tax- 
ers and la , kept the Russian peasants 
stale of such extreme ty that they could 

not buy adequate agricultural machinery and 
manufactured necessaries. 

Though the used only primitive 
implements on their own land, they were accus- 
tomed to using the most up-ta-date machinery 
.and modern methods of cultivation on the estates 

their employers. Only poverty prevented them 
om getting these for their.own land. 
Allied intrigues, combined with the jealousy 

and icion, always entertained towards their 
near neighbours by wmperialistic rulers, induced 
the Czar to alge Alliances hostile to Germany. 
N 

, y for manufactured goods. 
ny ceased on the out- 

break of war, and except in munitions there was 
on the whole, a progressive decrease in the imports 
from other countries. 

reluctant to sall their crops 

ish an invincible 
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munity would grow in such strength and beauty, 
that the entire continent, and shortly the whole 
world, would be drawn, by its influence, to 
organise on the Socialist basis. | 

The Allied Governments understand that tf 
Socialist Russia be allied to a Sociahst Germany, 
Socialism will be irrevocably established ; but 
blinded by alist greed, and tenacious of 

r, they fail to realise the glorious posst- 
ities and the rich stores of iness and 

evolutionary d , which the golden era 
of Socialism will open to the human race. They 
fail to realise also that the coming of the Socialist 
era is inevitable. 

Therefore the Allied Governments are straining 
every nerve to prevent the alliance of Russian 
and German Socialism. To prevent German 
manufactures reaching Russia, they are en- 
deavouring to reduce Germany's manufacturing 
power to the lowest possible ebb. They are 
preparing to take from Germany large territorves 
containing raw material required by her for 
manufacturing purposes. They are preparing 
to hand over to other countries between 12,000,000 
and 13,000,000 of her people. They are createng 
new states to reduce the of the German 
people and to divide them from Russia. Allied 
armies are occupying the railways and important 
industrial centres of Germany. .They are reduc- 
ing the energies of the German people by starva- 
tion. Rather than allow Germany's manufactures 
to aid Socialist Russia, the Allied Governmenis 
seem prepared to mainlain indefinitely a military 
occupation of the whole of Germany, or as much 
of it as may be necessary to their purpose. 

In their efforis to prevent the growth and 
establishment of Socialism, this Council of Ten 
is plunging the people of the greater part of 
Europe into untold misery, holding them in the 
grip of relentless famine, forcing them to slow 

@ painful death and sub-human degradations. 
In order to accomplish their purpose the 

members of this Capitalist Council of Ten will 
enforce upon the people still greater suffering, 
but their effort to prevent the coming of Socialism 
will be in vain. It és inevitable. 

Innumerable writers have portrayed the 
hard life of the Russian peasant under the 
Czardom ; a life whose poverty was not lessened, 
but instead greatly increased, by his enfran- 
chisement from serfdom. True he was no 
longer openly bought and sold; his freedom 
to mary was no longer by legal right interfered 
with, as it was in the old days, notably by a 
certain old maiden of the nobility, who, as 
recorded by Turgeniev, forbad her serfs -to 
marry, saying: “God forbid. Here am I 

_ living single. What indulgence! What are 
‘they thinking of!” 

Generals Koltchak and Denikin are fighting 
to re-establish the old régime. The Allies are 
—s Generals Koltchak and Denikin. 

. en the peasants were freed the landlords 
drove them from their land, and either forced 
them to buy it, or if they chose, gave them a 
small piece of stony ground usually less than 
one dessiatine (two and three-quarter acres) 
and called a ‘‘ beggar’s lot.".. Those who re- 
fused to leave their land were flogged and even 
killed. When the peasants were serfs the 
Government estimated that e peasant family 
needed at least 33 acres of land to maintain 

On the contrary, the sato of production, had contrary, the rate uction 
actually fallen. ste 

It is estimated that if Russia were cultivated 
as Britain is, she could maintain 500,000,000 
people ; as it is, her 140,000,000 people are 
starving. Walling, who made a special study 
of this question in the years 1905-8, reports that 
most of the wagons and barrows were made 
withext a scrap of iron, and the ploughs in 
general use were of a type used a hundred 

of ~ years ago. The ploughing was only six inches 
deep with the result, that as drought is frequent 
in the most fertile districts, the coe fro- 

that a 
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failed. If the ploughs had been quentl 

) aaile of turning up twelve or eighteen inches 
famine would have rare. The high tariff 
on iron and the peasants’ extreme poverty are 
responsible for the fact that only one-tenth ag 
much iron was used per head as in the United 
States. 

The Russian peasant had an income equal 
only to one-third that of a a German peasant 
and one-fourth that of the poorest French — 

The Russian peasant produced only half enough _ 
to maintain his family and animals in decency ; 
yet even the little that he Oem was 
not left tohim. He had so little land of his own 

of what he had was rented from 
the lan , and the rent charged was often 
as much. and sometimes twice as much. as the 
land could produce. To make up the difference 
the peasant was forced to work for the landlord, 

The Government taxed the peasant very 
heavily, both directly and indirectly. The cost | 
of petroleum, when Walling wrote was multi. | 
plied four-fold by the tax, the tax accounted 
for four-fifths of the price of sicohol, one-half 
the price of tea. The taxes on the ta’ 
land amounted to all that their land could 
produce, and much of what they could make 
by their labour elsewhere. The tax collectors 
appeared at the harvest, and took every scrap 
of the peasants’ property which was not con- 
sidered necessary to prevent immediate starva- 
tion. Professor Simkhovitch showed that in 
the province of Novgorod the food deficit, to be 
made up by the peasants’ work in the cities or 
on the landlord’s estates, amounted to 3,000,000 
roubles. The taxes reached a similar sum, 
and all that remained to the peasants was 
about 124 roubles (25s.) per household, from 
which they had to buy a part of their food, and 
all their clothing, agricultural implements, and 
other necessaries. 

The peasants could scarcely afford to have 
for themselves a sheepskin coat, and this 
necessary garment. was worn till it was in rags. 
The peasants could not afford to retain the 
leather they produced, but wore shoes made of 
bark. The harness was made of rope or 
knotted vezetable fibre. They could not afford 
woollen underclothing even in winter, The 
high tariff on cotton increased their difficulty 
in buying it to wear. They seldom eat meat, 
(usually only four times a year), or vegetables. 
They could not afford tea, but drank a brew 
of sour black bread. Their staple food was 
black bread and potato soup. 
The women worked 12 to 15 hours a day. 

They often gave birth to their children in the 
fields, and returned to work within three or 
four days. These women could not long 
suckle their children and when their milk 
failed, they chewed black bread and put it — 
into little bags for the babies to suck. No 
wonder there was a high infant mortality! 
The death-rate for all ages was highcr than that 
of any other civilised community, and half 4 
million people died annually, sacrificed to 
poverty. 

Famines, owing to the primitive methods of 
cultivation, were frequent as we have said, 
In the district of Buzuluk in the Samara pro- 
vince in 1906, the peasants plucked the ears of 
grain by hand, lest any should be lost ; and 
fed their starving animals with the thatch 
from the roof. A certain Mr. — has 
recently complained to The Westminster 
that in Petrograd in this ‘year of war and 
scarcity, his bread ration was only half a pound 
a day, and that the public dinner, to which he 
was entitled, consisted only of thin soup, meat 
and bread. What was the relief granted by the 
Government of the Czar in the famine of 1906 ! 
In that yéar there was no war and no Revolu- 
tion ; in that year Russia exported grain to the 
value of more than 500,000,000 roubles though 
30,000,000 of her people were starving, and the 
export of rye actually continued in the famine 
districts. The peasants there who had sold 
their grain at three-quarters of a rouble were 
a few weeks later forced to buy it back at 4 
rouble and a quarter. 

continued on Page 1265. 
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The relief sent by the Czar’s Government to 
the famine areas was 40 lbs. head for the 
whole season; according to Walling at least 
900 Ibs. was necessary : his estimate is terribly 
low. The people were fed not with bread but 
with a weak soup made with bread and potatoes. 
In many places the grain sent by the Govern- 
ment for seed was rotten and full of worms and 
mixed with earth and manure, and it arrived 
late for the sowing. In some cases the sum 
assigned for this relief was stolen outright. 
The contractors and Ministers responsible went 
unpunished. 
And what view did the Czar’s Government 

take of the peasants’ life of hideous poverty ! 
Walling reports the view of a lieutenant of the 
notorious Witte. Having observed: that the 
peasants commonly wére a belt which they 
tightened to allay the pangs of hunger, he said : 
“Why, under the present perfectly hopeless 

circumstances, is not this 8 very practical device ? 
...- The peasant is underfed, ‘but there is not 
enough work for him to do. Why should he be 
kept in full strength? Is it not fértunate for 
Russia that her peasants do not have the habit of 
eating a3 much a; they do elsewhere ?....There 
ave many savage races that, forced by necessity, 
have accommodated themselves to the most 
varied and meagre diet.” 

But Social Reform was demanded. The 
“Social Reform ”’ inaugurated by the late 
Czar consisted, firstly in the abolition of the 
Mir, the peasants’ ancient communal council, 
which was too democratic for his liking ; and, 
secondly, the passage of a law to enable the 
peasants to sell or mortgage their lands. This 
simply meant that in the first year of famine 
the poorer peasants would lose their land, and 
become wholly dependent on what they could 
earn* as labourers at an average wage of 8d. per: 
day. ! 

Shortly the mass of the Russian peasantry 
would have been landless, but the Revolution 
has changed the course of evénts. 
The Revolution gave land to the people, 

but it was impossible that the desperate situa- 
tion of the peasants could be righted all at 
once. In the year 1911, 46.6 per cent of 
Russia’s total imports were from Germany, 
15 per cent from Britain, 42 per cent of the 
agricultural machinery, 80 per cent of other 
machinery, 59.6 per cent of parts of machinery 
and apparatus, 88 per cent of the scientific 
apparatus. and instruments, 77.7 per cent of 
iron and steel goods, and 89.9 per cent of the 
goods made of copper and alloys, which Russia 
imported came from Germany. The respective 
percentages from Britain being 11.1 per. cent, 
15 per cent, 11.4 per cent, 2 per cent, 10 per 
cent and 2 per cent. All imports from Ger- 
many with the war. And now all 
Allied imports are stopped and neutral imports 
are largely prevented by the Allies. Maxim 
Litvinoff has told us that 40,000,000 roubles 
worth of vegetable seeds bought from Den- 
mark and paid for in cash by Russia, were 
stopped by the Allies, and of the Allied ultimatum 
which has forced the Scandinavian nations to 
refuse to trade with Russia. The Russian 
peasants were starving for lack of agricultural 
implements. before the war, and though the 
Soviet Government. and the peasants’ land 
committees have collected the agricultural 
machinery of the great landowners, and now 
arrange for it to be lent out and used for the 
general benefit, of course there is not enough 
to go round.. The bad harvests caused by the 

_ War have resulted in a shortage of seed, as. well 
as of food, and the Allies are not merely pre- 
venting imports, but are hindering supplies 
from passing from one part of Russia to another. 
Counter-revolutionary armies supported by the 
Allies prevent the coal from reaching ‘Soviet 
Russia. 

The petroleum oilfields of Baku in 1912 
Produced 169,124,814 roubles worth of oil. 

. . . 2 . According to the Russian Year Book, edited by Dr. ovnnd P. Kennard, the average total earnings of the 
ae workers who are subject to the law of fines 
¥ ore than balf) was £25 a year in 1912, :wo thirds of the 
omen got less than 30. a month. 
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OF this 8,882,408 roubles worth was kept in 
Russia, and 147,106,580 roubles worth was 
sent abroad. Russia is not getting the benefit 
of her oilfields. The people are without oil for 
domestic use. For the trains run by oil it is 
necessary largely to substitute ante | Russia 
does not even receive the money which she 
should gain by the sale of her oil abroad. 
Mr. Churchill has explained that a British 
Army of “a certain size” is concentrated at 
Baku, and The Mining World, casually referring 
to the Baku oil product under the heading 
“News from the Properties,” confirms the 
news that Russian petroleum has passed into 
British hands. 

Russia was always deficient in railway 
accommodation. Walling tells us that the 
peg never could tra the uce of 

e peasants : only that of the landlords. He 
says that the peasants were often obliged to wait 
three or four days in the station for a train 
which would held them. The roads were an 
even worse ~. In Simbirsk, Tey says, the 

ts paid a farthing per h -annum 
or the upkeep of roads, Ri the bestia, who 
had ‘“‘an absolute monopoly of local govern- 
ment,’’ paid nothing whatever for such pur- 

. War has in every country made terrible 
hives of roads and railway equipment, and 
war still continues in Russia. — 

Under these conditions it is to be understood 
that the Russian t, still scarcely able to 
produce food enough to feed his family, should 
shrink from parting with. his grain for paper 
money, which, under existing conditions, cannot 
purchase anything that he needs. Bessie a 
an American writer, who was in Ru 
during the Kerensky regime and until the early 
part of last year, arr of the peasants’ 
reluctance to part with their grain even then. 
She says :— 

“The greatest difficulty that each succeeding 
Government experienced was that of ma the 
peasants give up their grain. They wanted plows, 
cotton for their looms, shoes for themselves and 
their children; and the roubles they received 
had depreciated so greatly in value that they had 
no purchasing power. The peasants looked upon 
them as so many scraps of worthless 
‘A Russian who had two estates down in the 

south told me of an excursion that he made to the 
Government of Chernigoff in September. He 
went there to try to induce the peasants to sell 
their grain to the army. ‘There was one vi . 
said he, ‘ where there were two thousand inh 
tants. It was in the heart of the rich grai 
country. Since the previous December no official 
had been allowed to enter the village. - The le 
had isolated: themselves from the rest of Russia, 
and officials remained away under threat of being 
killed. I went alone on horseback with a rifle 
and some ammunition. As I neared the place I 
saw the villagers coming out to meet me. I told 
them they must giye bread to the army, which 
was in danger of starving at the front. I made 
what I thought was a forcible plea. When I 
finished an old grey-haired peasant, who scemed 
to be the spokesman of the crowd, said: “ That's 
all very clever talk, but now listen to what we have 
to say. You want our bread. You offer to give 
us five roubles Opa (forty Ibs.). What is five 
roubles to us ? e want to shoes. For shoes 
we must pay a hundred roubles. We will keep 
our grain.” ‘‘ All right,”’ I answered, “if you 
want to keep your grain you can keep it ; but you 
need petrol, and sugar for your tea, and iron for 
your plows. If you do not give us grain we will 
not give you these.” The old peasant smiled and 
beckoned me to follow him. He led me to & 
window where a —_ of crude pine torches cut 
from a near-by w 
were the lights our 
“They are enough for us, you ean keep your 
petrol.” *“ sugar—you must have sugar for 
our tea.’ “ Our fathers needed no sugar 
or their tea. They got along without tea, and 
they had a; much bread as we have.” ‘‘ What 
about iron for your plows?” I asked. Surely, 
here at any rate I him stumped. He led me 
to a shed at the back of his house, and showed me 
a small, primitive sochar plow,, in use now only in 
the most backward sections. ‘“‘ Do you see that 
blade ?”’ he asked. ‘ Our fathers used those and 
they had bread. There’s enough steel on the old 

Se ees eee eae ee 
rsa. You can your vated our $e 

ak your iron,” he said Eoashadunndly. “You 
know,” I said, playing my trump card, “ wo can 
bring troops down here and force you to give up 

l- 

your 
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regiment you could 
beat n rig peasants from 

‘ tars Us, I 

trie I eaid, 
us some 

said, “we will 
thousand 
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enough to realise that 

machinery that would lift Russian agriculture out 
of its primitive state and lessen the dru 
the peasant’s desperate struggle for life.” 

Lenin tells of 

“The same official told me that ho had visited 
the ville of Radouel, and found the people without rea, hi, tg lomo wy 08s were | to and 
pigs for lard. ‘Why should we sel | 

roubles a » when we can get 150 roubles a 
pood for fat pork ?’ the peasants asked.” - 
_ The Germans, with their developed 
industries and . , might come 
to the aid of Russia ; but the 
When the German Revolution 
Russians offered 
desired that the 

Council, which was the 
equivalent of the Russian Soviet. Foch ordered 
the Allied. armies to dissolve such councils. 

Since the Armistice 
ships have grown 
was still at war. 

| over Germany shows, first all, 
privations which the ntcranniged A, are suffering 
and, secondly, the danger of @ collapse o 

u and national lif 
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THE GREAT CONSPIRACY. 
Continued from page 1265. ) 

“The settlement of every — whether of 
territory or of sovereignty, of economic arrange- 
mént, or of political relationship upon the basis of 
the free acceptance of that settlement by the people 
immediately concerned, and, not upon the basis 
of the material interest or advan of any other 
nation or people which may desire a different 
settlement for the sake of its own exterior in- 
fluence or mastery.”’ | 

Disregarding this pledge to the peoples of the 
world, the Council of Ten is arranging, as Mr. 
Simonds explains, to hand over to France not 

merely Alsuco Lorraine, but also the Saar 
Valley an area of about 1,000-square miles, 
“because of ite great coal deposits.” Says 
Mr. Simonds :— 
“The 30,000 inhabitants would enanentionsy 

choose the German rather than the Frene 
nationality at this time, but the question of self- 
determination in this specific case is affected by other 
considerations.”’ 

Even in Alsace Lorraine the workers are 
holding demonstrations to express their desire 
to return to German rule because a change of 
citizenship has meant that their masters cause 
them to work longer hours for lower wages 
than before. Germany is to lose, Mr. Simonds 

continues, not only Alsace Lorraine and the 
Saar basin, but, as Sir Edward Carson and the 
Secret Treaties promised, all the territory on the 
west bank of the Rhine. A Rhenish republic 
is to be created to cover the remaining area. 
This is not all, the Rhinelands east of the Rhine, 
are to be occupied indefinitely by the Allied 
armies, perhaps for 10 years, probably more, 
till the heavy indemnity which the Allies are 
demanding has been paid; an indemnity in- 
curred, if incurred at all, by the Kaiser’s 
Government, not by the people. This is not 
all. Posen, Dantzig, together with the whole 
of Kast and West Prussia, are to be taken from 
Germany and handed over to Poland, in order 
that Poland, as Mr. Simonds tells us, may 
become capable alike of aber, Seetprgpsa and 
Bolshevist attack. Thus on the eh frontier 
and in Schleswig 2,500,000 Germans are to be 
removed from Germany, ‘5,000,000 or 6,000,000 
Germans are to become Poles and 4,500,000 
are to belong to the: Rhenish Republic. 

Europe will be divided into water-tight 
compartments for resisting Bolshevism. Russia 
is to be — from Germany by a stro 
Poland an ied money and munitions will 
help Poland to fight Bolshevism. On the west 
the danger of Bolshevism spreading from 
Germany is to be prevented by further buffer 
states, The t terrible blockade is making 
German capitalists and aristocrats ready to 
suffer a British occupation which will hold 
down the workers, especially as the German 
Government, in response to pressure from the 
workers, has antagonised them by taking some 
feeble steps towards the Socialisation of industry, 
and hag agreed to in ate the Workers’ 
and Soldiers’ Councils in the Constitution, 

There is evidently a difference of opinion 
amongst the Allied politicians as to the best 
way to stay Bolshevism. Lansing, the Ameii- 
oan Secretary of State, says Germany must be 
fed : “ not out of pity for the German people. ... 
but because we, the victors in this war, will be 
the chief sufferers if it is not done.” The 
Liberal pers continually urge that the 

be fed to defeat Bolshevism. 
© Spartacist battles in Germany, they point 

rgely a fight for actual . The 
Daily News records that the fighting discloses 
hidden stores of food, which are seized by the 
starving people; and tells that the people 
waiting in the food queues say : “ Thank God, 
we are armed.” Press reports declare that the 
German rich are indulging in an of luxury 
and pleasure, dancing whilst the people starve, 
oe ta Redhrsaee Sager nelle Yet 

, © newspapers are unanimous in opposin 
the Spartacist Socialists, who wish to aa this 
corruption and to establish the era of equality. 
In bal the frequent declarations of 

Allied XN and members of the Council of 

ve orn beard ad nelle mee ; una ; the ultra- 
coerdionist politicians hold sway. 
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STRIKE POSSIBILITIES. 
‘The employers and the Government, which 

more and more reveals itself as the Executive 
Committee of the Capitalist class, are now 80 
contemptuously flouting every demand of the 
workers, that even tho least class-conscious 
of the old-fashioned Trade Union leaders, are 
moved to indignation. A situation is develop- 
ing, in which, in spite of their desire to avoid 
conflict, the National Trade Union officials 
may be forced to approve a strike and to 
follow the lead of the restive rank and 
file, 9s did those district officials whom the 
A.8.E. lately dismissed. The Railway Execu-. 
tive has indeed thrown down 'the gauntlet to 
labour, in refusing to allow the 33s. war increase 
won by the railway. workers, to remain a per- 
manent part of their wage. The railway men 
in — days were amongst. the sweated 
workers of the country: to pro a gradual 
reduction of 15s. to 24s. a week in their present 
wage is not only an outrage, ; it is just one 
of those provocative proposals which no $00 3 
of workers will accept, the refusal of double 
pay for Sunday duty, and the offer of time and 
& quarter instead, will serve to inflame the 
situation. One can only conclude that the 
Government expects that a strike will even- 
tually develop and is choosing its own moment 
for it. Perhaps, also, it prefers to have the 
workers fighting a defensive battle to retain 
their present status than an offensive to secure 
improved conditions. 

é coal inquiry has revealed much profiteer- 
ing, arid on behalf of the Executive of the 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, Mr. W. 
Straker has submitted proposals for nationalisa- 
tion. These provide for a national mining 
council appointed for five years, and consisting 
of five representatives chosen by the Miners’ 
Federation, five appointed, presumably by the 
Government, to represent consumers, and a 
Chairman appointed by the Government who 
will be Minister of Mines. The scheme provides 
district mining councils and pit committees 
constituted in the same way, and sitting for 
three years and one year tively. It is 
proposed that the Minister of Mines may com- 
pulsorily purchase mines and land for sinking 
new mines. It was suggested that the mine 
owners could be paid the value of their invested 
capital out of the average profits of 25 per cent 

ee ren OR mR Oe ee 
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The German soldiers cannot be trusted to 
fight Socialism : therefore, though the German 
Government has announced its intention to 
build up a substantial army, Mr. Lloyd George 
insists, and the Peace Conference has agreed, 
that the German army shall consist of only 
70,000 or 100,000 men (though General Foch 
and his military colleagues would have allowed 
200,000) and that conscription in German 
shall be abolished. Britain, on the other hand, 
is to take Germany’s place as a military nation 
with an army of 900,000; tn the first instance, 
and conscription is to be extended till April 20th, 
1920. Germany is to be allowed no military 
air force and the question of a German com- 
mercial air force is still under discussion. 
The German Navy, it is suggested, should be 

distributed amongst the ies, 
part of the German mercantile marine is also 
to be so distributed, and the British are to have 
three-quarters* of the tonnage. Whilst capi- 
talists are prosecuting the war against Bol- 
shevism and punishing Germany, they take care | 
to look after their own private interests, for, 
of course a that these ships shall 
pass to them, the ships built by the British 
Government during the war. The British 
Navy is meanwhile to be maintained at the 
ore-war two-power standard, which will un- 
oubtedly mean an enormous increase, because 

Ame ~ica is also we believe about to become a 
great Naval Power. E. Syivia PANKHURST. 
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IMPORTANT. 
NEXT WEEK we shall ish 

Berne Conference 
FP, iot, of the 
Ernet 
Bavarian Soldiers’ 
Swiss Socialist Deputy; Ch. Ra 
Sooialist writer; Louisa Miinch, 

the greater . 

and that they could have 5 per cent interest 
meanwhile. © are opposed to the principle 
of re-paying invested capital. In the case of 
the mines the capital has already been repaid 
again and again out of the profits. We think 
that the right principle is to offer work to the 
dispossessed capitalists, for a pension, equal 
to that given to any one else, if the ex-capitalist 
j vaio to work. That is the Soviet plan, 
and we think it is the right one. The contro] 
scheme is not so good as the Soviet method, 
by which members of the controlling body are 
delegates who must report to, and receive 
instructions from, those who appointed them, 
and can be changed at any time. The basis of 
the workers’ control under the Soviets is the 
workers in the pits or workshops. Delegates 
from the Co-operatives which represent the 
consumers, the Soviets (themselves formed of 
delegates from the industrial workers) and the 
industrial and professional organisations con- 
cerned are added to the district and national 
councils. 

Nevertheless, we must admit that this 
M.F.G.B. scheme is & great advance, coming, 
as it doés, from a National Executive. We 
may. look to see improvements introduced 
under stress of events. Mr. Straker said that 
there would be a_strike if nationalisation were 
not conceded. Nationalisation on the Post 
Office lines or on the-lines of the present Trans- 
port Bill, would not benefit the workers, except 
by stimulating their class-consciousness by 
bringing to them a practical realisation that 
their conflict is with the Government—with the 
capitalist system itself. The Government will 
not readily agree to such proposals as those 
put forward by Mr. Straker, defective as they 
are from the workers’ standpoint. If the 
workers adhere -to their- demands, a great 
conflict will arise, which may include miners, . 
railway workers, dockers, and all other? en- 
gaged in transport. The demand of the agri- 
cultural labourers for a wage of £2 5s. has also 
been refused, and though the labourers offered 
to accept 35s., the farmers refused to concede 
more than 30s. If the Triple Alliance decides 
to strike, the agriculturali will probably 
join them. The dockyard workers, who 80 
lately were beaten, will be glad of an attempt 
to reverse their defeat. But a strike of the 
miners and transport workers inevitably means 
that the majority of workers are thrown out of 
employment. Will the workers use the general 
strike to establish the Soviets in Britain ! 

TARDY JUSTICE. 
Ten months have elapsed since the Govern- 

ment imprisoned leading Sinn Feiners. They 
have been denied the chance of trial, and no 
charge has been preferred against them. As our 
readers will remember, an alleged German 
lot was used as @ reason for the arrests. 
fee they have been released just as un- 
ceremoniously as they were arrested. Nothing 
has been gained from the Government’s point 
of view by this absurd and unjust transaction. 
On the contrary, Ireland is more Sinn Fein, 
if that be possible. 

Countess Marckievicz, Ireland’s first woman 

sy has just — to Dublin = _ 
ong imprisonment—her reception in Vu 
shows that she is even more a than ever. 
Her sojourn in prison gave her time to study 
methods for the advancement of Ireland. !n 4 
conversation she told us that she favours the 
Russian Soviet system, though owing (0 
differences in the countries, the system would 
have to be adapted to Ireland’s needs. 
Soviet idea is nothing new to Irish people; 
Connolly was its exponent. The future of 
Ireland will be watched by Socialists on this 
side of the Channel with the greatest interest. 

W. F. WATSON. ~~. | 
A further remand until to-day (Saturday), at 2 p-™- 

w Street. Watson 



* charged and Mr. Bottomley (Ind.) 
construction of the Channel Tunnel in order to find 
employment far them/ Where, then, is ‘ their 
country’’? And what has “victory ’’ done for 

The workers are at last waking up to the 
realisation that they have been ridden on for years 

by the parasites and drones of society, and it is & 

notable fact that the drones have been d 
for the continuance. of their “‘ cushy” jobs on the 
apathy and indifference of the workers, quite as 

much as upon the coercive power of the police and 
army. 
This awakening of the workers is very marked 

in South Wales and is reflected in the numerous 
strikes occurring—strikes made necessary by the 

d and mismanagement of the mine-owners. | 
Soldiers, who have been from the mines for the 
riod of the war, all agree as to the change that 

has come over the miners. No longer is it possible 
for the bosses to “ sack’ any man for his trade 
union activity, and if it was attempted the rank 
and file would be up in arms in a short space of 
time. When it is realised that a South Wales miner 
is now free from victimisation, all will agree that 
it is a great step forward in the fight for freedom. 

And, again, it is astounding to think to what 
extent the miners’ control their industry. The 
coalowners will wake up one of these days and 
find they own no mines at all; they will to 
rub their eyés and wonder if they ever had any 
mines, so gradually and effectively are the miners 
usurping control. In most pits to-day, if a 
manager requires overtime labour for doing some 
job or another that can’t be done during worki 
ses he has to consult the Pit Committee an 
lay all the facts before them. If the Pit Com- 
mittee consider the work to be classed as emergency 
work, they will kindly allow the management to 
use the labour power of a few men for a certain 
definite time to be fixed by the ‘Pit Committee. 
Before any new arrangements in regard to the 
working of the mine sre made the men must be 
consulted with a view to having their permission, 
and if any official is disliked by the workmen ste 
are taken to affect his removal. The men will 
not tolerate an official who does not look after the 
safety of the mine as it should be looked after. 
Too long have the miners allowed output of coal 
to come before safety. Fear for their own safety 
has compelled the miners to employ their own 

. fellow workers as examiners of the mines, and 
whenever these examiners decide that a portion of 
the mine is unsafe, the rank and file force the 
hands ef the management to make the mine fit for 
working. : 

COAL COMMISSION. 

The facts brought out by the Coal Commission 
are having a great effect upon the miners, and- 
every one that thinks at all is of the decided 

opinion that while one shareholder gets a penny 
piece profit out of coal-mining the workers are 
justified in making the present demands. 

Nationalisation must be a means to an end, and 
that end is, control by the workers for the workers, 

SOLDIERS AND STRIKES. 
The Discharged and Demobilised Soldiers’ and 

Sailors’ Union of the Rhondda Valleys has ex- 
pressed the opinion through a resolution that, if 
2a plies Lge ang ere Maer wage a to 
shoot down their fellow-workers, they will 
recognise that the time has gone for ever when 
the workers can be y Ave up into soldiers and 
civilians. They are all fellow-workers, and one of 
the miners’ démands is for full pay for all ex- 
service men who are unable to obtein work. 

ADVERTISEMENT FUND. 
Do you want the Dreadnought 

circulation to increase? If you do 
you can help by contributing to our 

Advertisement Fund. | 

The. Dreadnought has no financial 
backing, it looks to you for help. 

Please send what you can now 

to ‘‘ Dreadnought,” 152 Fleet Street, 

London, E.C.4. 

SPITZBERGEN. 
Those who remember that the British Navy 

recently conveyed a private company, The 
Northern Exploration Company, Ltd., to Spitz- 
bergen and there annexed the island, 
the private compan 
interested to know h 

.the supplementary’ teacher. 

er 
: e Rhondda is practically a -industry area, 

it 4 boy Reve any gn 

utting 
to reap the benefit, will be 
ow the affair is progressing. 

The Mining World reports the Company is con- 
veying coal down the motntains at the rate of 
30 tons a day and has 19,000 tons of coal ready 
for 
developing and working the iron ore. 
antici ' 

for shipment to this country during the year.” 
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March 10th.—The common recruiting cry 

country.’ Now these same men are 

them ? 

EDUCATION. 

amount to about £1,400,000 

ture ! 

: BLOCKADE. 
“ We have still 

th ways. 

BOLSHEVISM. 

hostages, 
Riven. 

the Nationalisation of W. 
ws it? 

Parliament As We See It. 

was 
for men to come forward and “fight for their 

being dis- 
sts the 

_ According to Mr. Fisher’s statement, the aboli- 
tion of fees in secondary schools in England and 
Wales, with the present number of scholars, would 

per annum. . What a 
trifle when compated with the daily war expendi- 

erhaps this argument may induce those vindictive 
People, who want an eternal blockade, to pause and consider whether this vengeance doesn’t cut 

P Mord llth. — Mr. Cecil Harmsworth con- 
ently told the house he had “every reason to 
lieve” that the Bolsheviki take and murder 

The source of the.information is not 
Was it the New Europe which started 

he, and now with- 

RENT BILL. 

shipment. Plant has been toggsge for 
+s t is 

ted that a large t will be available 

The Increase of Rent (Restrictions) Bill was 
considered in Committee and passed with amend 
ments on March l4th. The most im portant 
change was the raising of the control limit to £75, 
per annum, thus enlarging the scope of the Bill. 

AN ELDORADO. 

March 12th.—Mr. Churchill told the House that 
in Murman “the comfort of the troops is being 
carefully attended to, and measures are being 
taken to give them recreation and interest” 
Cinematograp 
£1,600 have been sent out. 

seale is generous....’° Com 

the House to aceept the Air Estimates, 
that had tho war continued they woul 

now asking. Everything depended on 
kind of a peace we are going to make.” 

future, I think, wil) be air war.” 

present peace melodrama has concluded. 
. M.O'C. 

hs, stores, and gramophones valuing 
“The clothing pro- 

vided for the troops is excellent....The ration 
this statement 

with the statements of soldiers actually in 
to maintain a blockade of our Murmansk. They say they are starving, and & 

enemies,’ were words used by Sir A. Geddes soldier writing. from Acohnege asserts they 
(Minister of National Service and Reconstruction) are always cold and wet. We feel sure that Mr. 
in reference to the trade position in this country. Churchill must have had his re from Whitehall, 
Colonel Wedgwood (C.L.), however, in his h or some leaflet pointing out the attractions of the 
showed that Protection was also much to b . Artic zone ! 
The blockade, he explained, was “ ing our | 
oods frorh going abroad where they are wanted.” AIR. ESTIMATES. 

March 13th.—Major-General Seely, in asking 
inted out 

have been 
£200,000,000 instead of £66,500,000, which he mn ne 

Mr. 
Joynson-Hieks (C.U,) has prated of this war as 
“the war to end war,” and yet he said : “ War in 

Most speeches 
made conteniplated. the effectiveness of 
airships in all future wars. And this before the — 

12¢ 
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NDDA TEACHERS’ 
STRIKE: 

By Onn oF tae Sraixers. 
‘ t 35,000 children an ae 
alley , South Wales, have been rupning about 

the streets, Only people who have lived in such 
an industrial area, with conditions as 

Over 1,180 teachers have delivered notices, and 
there are twenty-two grades ‘ » from aoeue re the head teacher of the see 

formulated its own demands, but all ranks Rone 
determined to stand each by the other until all are 
satisfied. Anyone who knows » abou 
ps erga Dhasgpgy strc gene os | combined 
action means a deeprooted grievance, 

The agitation began tn Bet bruary, 1918, and 
audience was not granted by the Urtien ‘District 
Council until July. This audience the Council 

bd th 5 

eceales of. salaries. The | 
teachers aro by their Executive, which 
is deto-mined to seoure for them an adequate living 

M4 for the huge majori 2s the 
engaged in or about the collieries, and are members 
of the all-powerful South Wales Miners’ Federation. . 
Surely these fellow workers will admit the right to 

and other workers to make a trade union 
will lend their influence towards the acq of it. 

The teachers’ representatives have that 
owing to the operation of the Fisher formula the 
ae ee poohigh wrsgede not coneeding the 
principle that their wages should depend upen 
amounts collected in this manner. | 

The Board: of Education has now offered to 
bring about a meeting between the tants in 
order to find a way out of the impasee. will 
happen remains to be seen, 

AMERICAN, SUFFRAGETTES. 
The Federal Women’s 

havi in tho 
Amendment 

been defeated United States the 
American. ‘*‘ Women's 

the other fires 
in the Union, 

(Contiqued from page 1263.) 
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WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
Socialism, the ending of C. and Parliaments, and 

of a World Federation of Workers’ Industrial Republics. 
Membership open to all Men and Women. ae oa ae per annum. 

Write to the Seoretary, 400 Old F 

LONDON MEETINGS. | 
OUTDOOR, 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22nd. 
Waterloo Road, meeting near “ Old Vic.’"’— 

3 and 6.30 p.m. Speakers: Miss Birch and 
: Mrs. Walker. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 23rd. | 
Osborn Street, Whitechapel (Joint Meeting with 

the Committee for the Release of C.O.s).— 
11.45 a.m., John Syme, and others. __ 

eo ord Broadway (Joint Meeting with the 
nited Builders’ Labourers” Union).— 

11.30 a.wt., Mrs. Walker, John Blythe. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 28th. 

Cobden Statue.—5.30 p.m., Mr. J. G. Stone. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 29th. ' 

Great Push in Lewisham and Camberwell. 

INDOOR, 

SUNDAY, MARCH 23rd. 
' 400 Old Ford Road.—4-7 p.m., 

(Musical Programme). 
MONDAY, MARCH 24th. 

44 Malden Road, St. Pancras W.8.F'.—2.30 P.m., 
Business Meeting. 

At Home 

PAE NS RR ee NE I 

Road, London, E.3. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 27th. 
20 Rail Street, Poplar W.S.F. Study Circle. — 

8 p.u., Mr. Edmunds: ‘ Marxian Economics.’ 
SUNDAY, MARCH 30th. 

400 Old Ford Road.—7 p.m., Mr. Alex. Gossip : 
‘The Real Fight for Freedom.’ Chair: Mrs. 
Walker. Discussion. 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25th. | 
Walthamstow e of Rights, William Morris 

Hall, Somer’s .—3 p.m., Mrs. Creseall. 
Chair : Miss Horsfall. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 28th. : 
East London Workers’ Committee, 400 Old Ford 

Road. —7.30 P.m. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 30th. 

East London Workers’-Committee, 400 Old Ford 
Road.—7.30 P.m., Monthly Meeting. 

GRATBFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED. 

GENERAL FUND.—Mrs. Durant, £1. COL- 
LECTIONS.—Chandos Hall, £3 7s. 7d.; Poplar 
W.S.F., 15s. 6d. 
SOCIAL WORK.—Mr. and Mrs. Sadd Brown, 

£8; Mr. J. H. Wilson, £2 2s.; Miss M. 8. Pelly 
(monthly), £1 10s.; Mrs. Richmond (fortnightly), 
10s. 

TONIC PILLS FOR BOLSHEVISTS TO BE 
TAKEN ONE EVERY HOUR DURING STRIKES. 

CALCULATIONS BASED ON VARIOUS 
GOVERNMENT RETURNS FOR 1918. 

29,732 persons paid Super-tax on an 
aggregate income of £247,257,124. 
No. of Paupers at last return 

(Indoor and Outdoor) 752,041 
No. of Old Age Pension .. 948,582 

sis ows 1960888 

1 700,623 depen- to give | 

pension of ‘£200 dants on State charity 
@ yoar. 

| or :— | 

If you gave those 29,723 persons a State 
Pension of 5s. per week, the 1,700,623 
victims of the Industrial War could receive 
£360 per annum. 

The inorease in the industrial wages 
bill for 1918 was £112,516,000. 

Thus if you were to put those 29,732 
shirkers in the workhouse and used their 
unearned income for industrial purposes, 
the whole of the workers of this Country 
could have received an increase of three 
times the amount of that which he actually 
received. | 

Population at last Census, 45,221,165. 
Disregarding the apalling loss of life due 

to the war, 29,723 persons received in 1918 
sufficient to give each living soul in the 
ountry, children included, a bonus of £50 

per head. 

No, of families living in tenements in 
1918, 8,005,290. . 

29,732 talist Bolshevists rob the 
people of sufficient to allow themselves an 
income of £1,000 a year and to enable each 
one of these 8,005,290 families to have a 

- decent house of an annual rental of £27 
(rent free). : 

The Civil Service estimate (which in- 
cludes the estimate for Public Education) 
in the last Budget was £42;325,000. 
- hus 29,732 people receive sufficient 
in 1 year to allow themselves an income of 

000 and to defray the above estimate 
for 5 years. 

BOLSHPILLS. 
—- enti 2 

The total estimate for the “Supply Ser- 
vices” of Old Age Pensions, Ministry of 
Labour, State Insurance, Civil Service, and 
Public Education in the last Budget was 
£64,029,000, 

- 29,732 persons receive sufficient to allow 
themselves an income of £1,000 and to 
defray the cost of these services for 3 years. 

The cost of the Board of Trade 
“ Working Class Budget” in 1914 
WOES i545" “~ nat +». 26s, 

Do. doz © in 1918 was 52s. 9d. 
Increase due to the war ... ... 268. Od. 

(or Lit per cent.) 
29,723 persons received sufficient in 1918 

to allow themselves an income of £1,000 
with enough over to defray the increased 
cost of food for over 4,000,000 families on 
the basis of the Board of Trade Standard 
Working Class Budget. 

Death Duties paid in 1918. 
ll per cent. of the estates above £5,000 

outvalued the 89 per cent. in capital value 
over FIVE TIMES. 

According to Pethick Lawrence’s book :— 
2 per cent. hold 64 per cent. of the private 

wealth of the Country. | 
85 per cent, hold 12 per cent. of the 

private wealth of the Country. | 

“The Earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof.”—-I don‘ think. 

The above calculations are based on the various 
tables of statistics given in the “ People’s Year 
Book” for 1919. | 

P.G.H. 

MACDONALD’S PASSPORT TO RUSSIA 
REFUSED 

The — a cae hee — as Se 
to Russia appli or by y 

MacDonald and: ©, Roden Buxton as members 
of a Commission of Inquiry appointed by the 
Berne Conference. The fact that the Govern- 
ment has refused to allow Ramsay MacDonald, 
who has always displa a distinctly anti- 
Bolshevik bias, to go to Russia, is a proof that 
it is aware that only the most hardened eaniaiiiak auld . 

the Allied Intervention, ary chat. aa truthful 
t 

person can fail to praise the Soviet for its 
constructive work, and valiant and capable 
handling of both difficulties bequeathed to 
it by the old régime and those thrust upon it 
by the counter-revolution. ; 
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MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS 
Classified advertisements one penny per wor 

Displayed advertisements 7s. 6d. per inch, Pre-pay 
and send to Manager, “ Workers’ Dreadnought,” 
152 Fleet Street. 7 

FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Post free, lid, 
—Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Westminster. 

AGENTS WANTED FOR THE WORKERS — 
DREADNOUGHT.’—Are you a regular reader _ 
of the paper? Do you it at the meeti : 
Na organisation ? Introduce it to your work. 

op. 
— _ 

VOTE FOR THE CHILDREN’S BIRTHRIGHT. 
15s. & week to every. child in.our midst as proudly 
welcomed citizens till they reach the age of 2) years, 
and £1 a week for everyone at 60, 

MacKenzie-Kennedy Advert, 

HALL AND COMMITTEE ROOM may be hired by 
Trade Unions and Socialist Organisations.—Apply, Miss 
E. Lageding, 20 Railway Street, Poplar, F. 14. 

eed 

WANTED,—A Nurse for Children ; Hospital trained 
paren APE W. 8., Box I, Workers’ Dreadnonght 

08. 
ee a 

WANTED.—Woman Gardener, fruit and vegetable 
poten, near London.—Apply, F. T., Box 2, Workers’ 

nought Office. 
ee 

SPECIAL AGENTS FOR THE DREADNOUGHT 
Messrs. VEITCH, wholesale newsagent, 334, Cable 

Street, E. (for newsagents in Whitechapel and 8, 
George’s). : : 

Mr. A. H.  LOCKLESS, 1, Old Kent Road, 
Bermondsey, 8. E. 
THE PROGRESSIVE BOOK SHOP, 68, Red Lion 

Street, Holborn, W.C.I. 

THE ORPHEUM 
CINEMATOGRAPH ‘THEATRE 

CROYDON. 

Good Films. Good Music. 
Clean. Well V 

LILLIAN ScoTTr TROY, Manag Director, 
(Hon. Member D.W.R. & G.L. Union), 

Tel. Croydon 1827, 

Comfortably Heated 
entilated. : 

The Progressive Book-shop. 
All Advanced Modern Literature Stocked. 

Special Agents for Workers’ Dread 
‘ si : and all Sevihateane a. 

N.B.—Books bought for Cash. 
H. W. Edwards, 68 Red Lion St., Holborn, W.C. 4 

(Near Chancery Lane Tube Station). 

LEANEY’S LTD., 
WHOLESALE NEWSAGENTS. . 

City Agent for the Workers’ Dreadnought 

9g and 10, ST. BRIDE’S AVENUE, E.C.4. 
(Late City and Suburban Publishing Co.) 

————— 

C.0. MEETING. 
A meeting of the C.O,. hunger strikers tem- 

-porarily released from Wandsworth and other 
he pp under the ‘ Cat and Mouse” Act, will be 
eld on Sunday, March 23rd, at the Grove, 

Hammersmith, at 11.30 a.m.. The Chairman will 
be Comrade Ruderman, who will be supported by 
the following speakers : Comrades Sara, Hanrodt, 
and Beauchamp. All have been on barnes ste? 
either at Wandsworth or Winchester — 

OUT-OF-WORK PAY REFUSED. 
47,682 reje claims 

27th. Of this 65 per cent have 
y the Courts on the following 

Per cent. 
Employment left voluntarily without just 

cause és i 6 es .. 25.6 
Disthissed for unsatisfactory conduct .. 10.3 

Refusal to accept suitable employment, .- 

aoe Disputes a ‘s sd - 

er grounds ee “6 ee * . 

But what is to become of those 47,682 people? 

If they take food without paying or attempt 
suicide because they cannot pay their way they 
will be sent to prison. } 

Printed by J. B. Tag yay. — 

11 and 13 Bream’s 
by the Workers’ Sccialist 

Fleet Street, Londen, B.C.4. 


