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THE STRUCTURE OF T 
(Reprinted from the New York Liberator.’) 

Through all the chorus of abuse and misrepre- 
sentation directed against the Russian Soviets 
by the capitalist press, there runs a voice shrill 
with a sort of ic, which cries: ‘‘ There is no 
vernment in Russia! There is no organisation 
3 the Russian workers! It will not work 
It will not work! 

There is method in the slander. 
As all real Socialists know, and as we who have 

seen the Russian Revolution can testify, there 
is to-day in Moscow and throughout all the cities 
and towns of the Russiar land a highly complex 
political structure, which is upheld by the vast 
majority. of the people, and which is functioning 
as well as any newborn popular government ever 
functioned. Also the workers of Russia have 
fashioned from their necessities and the demands 
of life an economic o isation which is evolving 
into a true industrial democracy. 

HISTORY OF THE SOVIETS. 
The Soviet state is based upon the Soviets—or 
Councils— of Workers and Peasants’ Soviets. 

These Councils—institutions so characteristic 
of the Russian Revolution—originated in 1905, 
when, during the first general strike of the workers, 
Petrograd factories and labour organisations sent 
delegates to a Central Committee. This Strike 
Committee was named “ Council of Workers’ 
Deputies.” It called the second general strike 
in the autumn of 1905, sent out organisers all 
over Russia, and for a short time was recognised 
by the Imperial Government as the authorised 
spokesman of the revolutionary Russian working- 
class. 

to Siberia. But so astoundingly effective as a 

tionary 
Workers’ Deputies in their plans for the next 
uprising. : 
ao , 1917, when, in the face of all Russia 

rearing like a sea, the Tsar abdicated and Grand 
Duke Michael declined the throne, and the re- 
luctant Duma was forced to assume the reins of 

ever. Fighting had to be done, order had to be 
tored, the front guarded....The Duma mem- 

no way of executing these duties ; they 
obliged to appeal to the representatives of 

the workers and soldiers—in words, the 

Couneil. The Council took charge of the work of 
Revolution, of co-ordinating the activities of the 

F i J 1 8 1 to a to ‘ governmen 
in — and these two governments struggled 
for the mas until November, 1017, when the 

Soviets, with the Bolsheviki in control, overthrew 

ment, 

HE SOVIET: STATE. oy esu 

— * 

‘ ae ; A 8 1 75 : i ; 
. * a 2 8 a ie “4 a4 te ** Waid? a4 By Py ; — a 1 ; ie ; te Ay © 

Revolutionary Vorkera Burnivg the Russian Magic, the blem of Russian Osardom. — 
* * a 4 

CONSTITUTION OF THE 80 

. „re 



"THE STUCTURE OF THE SOVIET STATE 

country, 

— — — — — —y„—-—ę— — — 

ex: lusive interest in it was 
The Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies 

at first had practically no other function exce 
the solution of the land question. It was t 
failure of the solution under the Coalition 
Government which turned the attention of the 

Ceaseless of the wing of the 
Socialist - i party, and of the Bol- 

‘ villages of the 

i : 3 Hl 

arched to Smoln 
the snowy streets, singing, their blood- 

red banner floating in the bitter wind. It was a 
dark night. On the steps of Smolny hundreds of 
working-men were waiting to receive their peasant 
brothers, and in the dim light the two masses, 
moving one down and the other up, 
together and embraced, and wept, and cheered... . 

LAND COMMITTEES. 

The Soviets ean pass decrees effecting funda- 
mental economic changes, but these must be 
carried out by the local popular organisations 
themselves. ~ 

The confiscation and distribution of the land, 
CCW 

ttees. 5 

mittees, which should not only determine their 

OUGHT | 
— — — ͤ—w 

mass of ts to the social reasons 
Ccind this falturethet, compled with the. 

number of 
and two months after that more than three 

Central Executive Committee, 

Government to leave the peasants to the 
matter in a revolutionary way, merely advising 
1 

Let ten poor peasants pose every 
rich t.“ said Lenin.) | te 

course no t could own his land, but 
n . 
treat it as his private property. poli 
of the government, acting . 
Committee, is to discourage this tendency. 
Peasants who wish to become private landloras 
may do so, but they are not assisted by the 
Government. On the other hand, peasants who 
farm co-operatively are given credit, seeds, 
implements and m technical training. 

Attached to the Land Committees are agri- 
cultural and forestry ex In order to co- 
ordinate the practices the local Committees 
a central body is elected from them, known as the 
Main Land Committee, which sits in the capital, 
a close toudh with the Commissariat of  Agri- 
culture. 

LABOUR UNIONS. 

Labour Unions in Russia, as at present con- 
stituted, are less than twenty years old. Before 
the Revolution of 1905 there was very little 
economic organisation among the workers, and 
that was illegal. During the Revolution of 1905 
the actual paid membership in the Professional 
Unions was about fifty thousand, and the reaction 
of 1906 outlawed them utterly. 

The Russian Unions are an artificial develop- 
ment. They were designed by intellectuals, who 
made a scientific study of the organisations 
in other countries, constructed on paper the ideal 
labour union (in this case, a combination of the 
French syndicats with the German trade-union 
system), and applied it to Russia. The Russian 
unions, however, are industrial unions of the 
broadest kind—for example, in a cannon-factory 
the carpenters who make the gun-carriages are 
members of the Metal Workers Union. 

In the first three months of the Revolution the 
membership of the Unions grew to more than 
two hundred thousand. Five months later the 

organised men was over a million, 

million were regis 8 
After the manner of Labour Unions everywhere, 

the Professional Unions undertook the routine 
business of + for higher wages, shorter 
hours and better conditions, demanded Boards of 
Arbitration, and were granted representation in 
the Ministry of Labour of the Provisional Govern- 
ment. 3 

This was not enough for Russian workers in 
Revolution. Although large numbers joined the 
Unions, still open shops existed, many workers 
could not see the necessity for organisation, 
and the struggle between the working mass and 
the bosses of industry was confused and deadened 
by the Unions. Ag, 

Then, too, like the soldiers’ Army Committees, 
the constitution of the Unions was such that their 
policy was controlled by reactionaries, against 
the rapidly quickening pulse of the rank and file. 
Thus at the time of the Bolshevik insurrection 
the central Committees of the telephone workers, 
the postal and telegraph employees and’ the 
railwaymen were able to call strikes against the 
Bolsheviki in Smolny Institute, and tem 
isolate them from all Russia... This spite 
of the revolutionary majority of the workers, 
who — called conventions and reversed the 
policy of their outworn leaders, electing new 
Committees. 
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So it was a UCTURE OF THE SOVIET STAT e e rn STR : E ry ape of the railroads, committee agents 
. c bad to make agreements with the Railwaymen’s 
a time the function of the Pro- Union for transportation of freight. To guard 
ee : is to standardise wages, hours e#inst strike-breakers, the committee had to 
* ae } * take over the function of hiri d di — aly on of hiring and discharging 

Thus the Factory 8 Committee was the 
creation of Russian hy, forced by necessity 

| ce Tian to another isation, a uct of the the time came, the Russian workers could take 
‘‘enditions of the Revolution themselves—the or actual control with little friction. 
“Factory Shop Committee. As an instance of how the masses worked 
oa together, there is the matter of two hundred 
95 FACTORY SHOP COMMITTEES. » thousand poods of coal, which was taken from 
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Then the March Revolution broke, the owners ) 
(god administrators of many industrial plants 
either left or borg driven out 4d ym Postage In ; 
the Government factories, w ur had | : i 

deen at the 2 f irresponsible buresuerate „ Nev — “ar eee ae Pages atti | 
0 pro nted by the Tsar, this was particularly the Obukhov 0 thes was Tucan A 8 th | 

Without ‘ superintendents, foremen, and in etrovsky name, wn as an no interests ; 

‘many oases engineers and book-keepers, the anarchist. day the foreman of the torpedo : 

workers found themselves faced with the alterna- department told Petrovsky that the department ; 
‘tive of keeping the works going or of starving. Would, have to close down, owing to the im- | 
A committee was elected, one delegate from eac possibility of procuring certain small tubes used 

* or department; this committee attempted in the manutacture of torpedoes. The tubes J run the factory... . Gf course, at first this plan Were manufactured by a factory across the river, 7 

——— The funotichs of the different Whose product was contracted for three months | 
5 ts could be co-ordinated in this way, ahead. The closing down of the torpedo depart- | 

but the lack of technical training on the part of ee ee ee ee 

‘the workers produced some grotesque results. N k. , aes 

C meeting at one I'll get the tubes,” said Petrovsky. 

Aus factories, where a workman arose and said; . He went direct to the tube 1 where, ! 
i worry? The ion of instead of upon the manager, he sought j 
4 Xperts is not a difficult one. ie, Se 8 1 0 
boss wasn’t a technical expert ; the boss didn’t Comrade,” he said, La gm ; — 
* ing or R ay Be book-keeping. ve 0 jo 

AN ne did was to own. When he wanted technical 
Vp, he hired men to do it for him. Well, now ou nt „ 30° J i show ? 
‘we Sre the boss. Let's hire engineers, book- : 1 3 

* „ and so forth to work for us /” ) i | | . 

— the r 1 aa 2 was 
00 paratir simple, since t volution auto- 

matically removed the boss, and never really 
@ibstituted another. But when the Factory 
| Committees spread to the privately-owned 
works, they were viciously fought by factory 

/ewners, most of whom were making contracts 5 

In himself, < 

on able to 
ee is on. 
Sr ing blows 

1 workers opened the mill. 

: They knew n — a 
4 * Run ing 

— * — pressure in “Roan industry ‘ 

ined itions - Workers’ 
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solidated the Republic of Soviets, a new form 
of government, immeasureably loftier and more 
democratic than the best of the 

‘we 
have raised the ory of the International Prole- 
tarian Revolution. We have thrown out a 

BREST-LITOVSK. ; 

1 by 
forced us to sign a harsh and ignoble 

Fee 
5 : 4 E : 5 ; 15 

35 12 

iff 
0 e were forced to sign a. Ti 

° town in Prussia, on the Memel 
miles N. k. of Kin . 
treaties with Russia 

~~ ~ 

+ 

fron foundries, glass, cloth and machinery manufactures. 

Ne 

Prussia in July, 1807. It bas 

115 Hj 

HE 

no way out for us, save t 
eee death in the shape of the harshest of 

peace treaties; and a glorious death in a 
hopeless fight. It is not true that we have 
betrayed our ideals, or our friends’, in signing 
the Tilsit peace. We have betrayed nothing 
and no one; we have not condoned, but have 
e every lie. We have not refused to 

, a8 far as it was in our power to help, any 
comrade in misfortune. 

The General who retires with the remnants 
ot a beaten and panic-striken army, and O 

defends this retirement in the case of extreme 
necessity by a harsh and humiliating peace, 
does not betray those sections af the army 
which he is unable to help and which are cut off 
by the enemy. Such a general fulfils his duty 
in selecting the only way of saving what can 
still be saved ; refusing to embark on adven- 
tures ; not glossing over the bitter truth before 
the people ; but ceding ground in order to gai 
time ; taking advantage of even the 
a eS h and 
op ity to recu army which was 
curing. from disintegration and demoralisa- 

We have signed a Tilsit When 
Napoleon in 1807 forced the Tilsit on 
Prussia, the conqueror had beaten all the forces 
of the Germans, had occupied the capital and 
r 
had f the conquered to supply auxiliary 
troops for the prosecution of more wars of 
conquest for the conqueror, had dismembered 
Germany by making an alliance with one 
German against other German powers. 

the German people withstood 
even such a peace, and were able to rise again, 
and to acquire the right to freedom and inde- 
pendence. 

To all those-who desire to think, and know 
how to think, the example of the Tilsit 
neat Cotes pen enipieme of the senny Bane 

= 3 

ot 
a . LFK 
was made by a group 
of bourgeois i of work- 
men and yet hardly awake. 
In those history could only 
crawl with exasperating slowness 
In y Capitalism has raised 

115 “eit 15 

help; 
they will come. Yes, learn from the Germans 
History is a route; it has come 

experiences, to 2 . oat Org i 
* thing eee * 

and prosperous. 

(Reprinted from the Isvestia, March 14th, 1918.) 

YOU appreciate the ex- 
cellent Russian News 
which appears in the 
‘Workers’ Dreadnought ; 
therefore help to make it 
more widely known. 
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If it had not been for democratic o 
which existed already before the 
there is little doubt that the Russian Revolution 

would have been starved to its knees long before 
this timo. 

The Revolutionary Army. ‘ 25 

Trotaky, and maintained by Red Guard mer- 

Quite the cont oa 
which I have described are reprod in almost 
every community in Russia. And if any con- 
siderable part of Russia were seriously to 
the Soviet Government, the Soviets not last 
an hour. 5 

Critics of the Soviet Government are just now 
crowing over Lenin's ril article in Pravda, 
translated here as a pamphlet, 

they must sto talking, stop striking, stop stealing, 
—— rigid discipline and increase production. 
He ag Taylor system of scientific manage- 

points. out ee and lack 
<a & the R Shee ad ee 

prevalént anarchy 5 
culture. The proletariat, — over the 
bo isie, must now turn its attention to the 
pro Fe ing Russia,” without which 
the Revolution must fail. 

E. r. U. PROTEST AGAINST 
INTERVENTION. 

Union —— the following a — nion 3 | 
mously on December 17th :— . 

“The members of the N. W. Branch ET. 

HANDS OFF RUSSIA! 
A National ‘Conference to demand the. im- 

- mediate withdrawal of British troops from 
Russia | W. 

This Conference is being convened by the 
London Workers’ Committee and the London 
District Council 8.L.P. and will take 
London on Saturday, January 18th,.11 a.m. 
For further information apply to the 
Secretary, London Workers’ Committee, 7 
Featherstone Buildings, London, W. C. I. A 
mass meeting will be held the same night. 
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IMPORTANT RUSSIAN LITERATURE 
which you should make u point of obtaining. - 
r ABOUT RUSSIA, by Arthur Ransome. 

blished by The Workers’ 
Old Ford Road, London, E. 

RED RUSSIA, THE TRIUMPH OF 
WAP. 400, Old Ford Road, . 
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% annexations the Russian Govern- ee 

all the troops of the annexing or stronger nati 
Ne 

diplomacy, expressing its firm determination to 
2 
and proceeding immediately to the publication of 
all secret 
the 
since 
The Government 

8 8 44 : z 5 

the exclusive law and their 
iplinary work in the 

Muarantes that the workmen of those countries 
understand oe ee one the 

HE DECREE ESTABLISHING THE 
WORKERS’ CONTROL OF INDUSTRY. 
1. In the interests of a well-planned regulation 

banking, agricultural, transport 
associations, both for production and distribution, 

y the workpeople 
is now established over the financial management, 
production, purchase, sale, and storage of products 
and raw materials. 

2. The workers shall exercise control in each 
establishment by means of their elective organisa- 
tions — factory committees, councils of elders 

(starosia), &c.—such isations must include 
representatives of the employees and of the 
technical staffs. 

3. For each large town, province, or industrial 
ion must be formed a local Council (Soviet) of 

orkers’ Control; this counoil is of the 
ism of the Soviet of Workers’, Soldiers’ and 

workers’ committees, and workers’ co-operative 
societies. : 

4. Until the convening of a of Workers’ 
Control, an All-Russian Soviet of Workers’ Control 
shall be established in Petrograd, consisting of 

tatives of the following organisations : 

the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Delegates 
— representatives), the All-Russian Central 
xecutive Committee of Peasant Delegates (5), 

the All-Russian Soviet of Trade Unions (5), the 
All-Russian Centre of Workers’ Co-operative 
Societies (2), the All-Russian Bureau of Factory 
Committees (5), the All-Russian Union of En- 

and Technicians (5), the All-Russian Union 
of ulturalists (2), each All-Russian Trade 
Union with at least 100,000 members (2), the 

Soviet of Trade Unions (2). 
5. To the higher Committees of Workers’ 

Control shall be attached commissions of specialists 
(technicians, accountants, &c.), who on the 
initiative of these Committees, or at the 9 
of the subsidiary eommittees, shall be sent to 
inspect the financial and technical management of 
any undertaking. 
8. The Committees of Workers’ Control are 

entitled to su ise production, to fix minimum 
scales of uotion, and to take measures for 
ascertaining the cost of the products. 

7. The Committees have also the right 
to direct the entire correspondence of the under- 

and proceedings may taken against 

— — — conceal any correspondence. All 
commercial secrecy is abolished. The owners 

must luce to the Committees of Workers’ 

Control all accounts for the current year and all 
accountable years. 8 

ar The decisions of Committees of Workers’ 

Control are obligatory upon proprietors and can 
only be revoked by the Superior Committees of 
Workers’ Control. . 

~~ 

ee 

ceedings may be taken against any guilty 
of eonvcaling products, or orders, of keeping false 
accounts, or of ether abuses. 

11. The District Soviets of Workers’ Control 
(see 3) shall decide all disputes between 
the subsidiary ittees and shall deal with the 
complaints of proprietors. They shall issue 
instruotions in conformity with the above ruse. 

DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE’S CoM. 

power. Most of the higher officials and Government 
experts reused to take service under the Soviet 
Government, while many of those who did 30, 
committed sabotage, destroying, the work which 
they were ted to conserve and extend.— 
_Eprror. *‘ Workers’ DREAD NOUGHT.’ } 

The Government of the Soviets of Workers’, 
Soldiers’, and Peasants cannot and does not wish 
to proceed, in the determination of its normal 
relations to the employees and workmen of the 
Governmental institutions, in the same order as 
the bourgeois autocracy, in which for centuries all 
bourgeois Boa ener eng have proceeded. The 
label of civil service was 3 the implement 
of rightlessness and the stamp of a slave. From 
now of, all the workers of the post and telegraph 

ar t shall be in a position of full social 
equality with the whole proletariat, proud of its 

„its liberty, and its successes. 
To this end measures have been adopted as 

follows :— 

the rights of e rights of the professional organisations of the 
pe and employees, as, for instance, 

ular No. 8 publi by Tseretelli*, June 26th, 
1917, will be revised and replaced by others or 
revoked. . 

2. The trade unions of the and telegraph 
workers wil] be given the right to engage and 

invited to the formation college, which, 
together with Myself, as the representative of the 
Central State Powers, will administer the Ministry 
of Posts and Telegraphs. All the rights of a 
worker's control over the ment of the 
enterprise. will be granted to the post and tele- 
graph workers. 2 

3. The post and telegraph services are the 
property of the revolutionary people; these 
services will be cleared of all counter-revolutionary 
elements which shall be replaced by the faithful 
children of the people. In particular those function- 
aries of the inistration will be removed who 
were dismissed in the first days of the revolution, 
in the inning of March, and were afterwards 
taken notwithstanding the protests of the 
trade union isation. ‘a — when a vote 
of mistrust is passed by the employees against 

their chiefs, the question of dismissal will be 

decided by the executive committees of the 

circuit o isations, or by the local organisations 

equal to 
4. The complete social insurance of the workers 

against 114 old age, orphanage, 

widowhood, and loss of working capacity shall 

be lied to the employees of the post and 

pon h services on account of the State 

which is their employer. 
5. The t position of en the post and 

ree: h employees, ially wer ones, 
— revised and to correspond with the 

high prices, in accordance with the resolution of 

the 3 Post and Telegraph Congress. The 

conditions and 5 order — yond gs mee 8 

the principles of democratisation respec 

the — importance of the work of free citizens. 

This programme, the establishment of normal 

relations in the province of the work of the service, 

will be the basis for a healthy development of our 

business iteelf and the meaning of our activity— 

to serve the population with and telegraphs. 

After the war an energetic development of the 

whole postal and telégraph is to be 

foreseen, and the soon-to- ted end of the 

war will open the way for all faithful — 

f the war, who will put an end to the 
crim 

sai „return promptly to work, and thus 

secure for themselves a solid ition in the army 

of workers of the post and te ph department. 

There shall be no return to the past, neither 
wil 

A member of Kerensky’s Coalition Government, 

in should we noted that this declara 

November rd, 1917. Since then the standard of 700 roubles . been . Much has been n 
: re tines these rules were framed ; 
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They have used 

t speeches, 
e policy of the 

. LOUNACHARSKIS SPEECH. 
The Bolshevik revolution has a prominence 

to the ion of education. people made 
the revolution to conquer political power, economic 

and the freedom of education. To 
conquer, even at one stroke, is not enough: one 
must organise. 

The intellectuals, who gave their assistance to 
the Lvov and K regime, have refused it 
to the Government of the workers and peasants. 

against it. Nevertheless, 
wo have been able to do much useful work, 
. eng ed last. The old system of 

education has been completely ; the 
old educationalists have been dismissed; the 

curriculum based on Church and Latin has been 
swept away. Co-education of both sexes has been 
introduced. 
What will the “‘ new school be? It cannot, in 

any way, resemble that which the ruling class had 
for the inferior working le. In 

to destroy this class seri — have 
to adopt the principle of one standard of educa- 
tion for all,’ without privileges. he people 
being the ipal factor in the production of 
commodities, it follows, of necessity, that the 
new school must be one that prepares the 
student to work. The teachers must be 
persons able to work. The motto of the new school 
must be: To live is to work. We therefore take 
work as the starting-point of our ogical 
system, as the chief subject of our teaching, aiming 
at the increase of technical knewledge. Our 
students must feel themselves A and parcel of 
the work of the community. young girls and 
boys must prepare themselves to become big 

ucers. fact also must never be lost sight 
of that the chief aim of education is the knowl 

of the various forms of human culture, which, m 

* 

___THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT 

old Russian but at the same 
hope to see the birth of an art fully in touch with 
the emotions of the modern world : of an 
will lead us to further conquests for liberty. 

revolution, 
the people an immense desire for education, but 
ignorance, the dreadful result of the old regime, 
cannot di in a day. A vast number of 
persons, already engaged in production, 
return to school; hence the pressing need of a 
post-scholastic education. 
We must cover the country, she explains, with 

a multitude of elementary schools for adults, 
for the illiterate, and for the semi-illiterate. In 

: 

common duty of everybody to impart 
knowledge to others. 

The essential thing to remember is, that 
must teach people 

we 
how to make use of books.. — 

handy by 
encyclopedias, &c. We must not give him a 
key to open the door, but we must tell him where 

wader the old te 3 er the old regime, the in t amongst 
the workers and peasants were chiefly interested 
in abstract sciences, since they opened to them 
new horizons. Those, on the contrary, who aimed 
at bettering their _ pe were interested solely 
in the practice science. The effect of the 
revolution has been that practical science is of 
interest now, even tothe most politically advanced 
of our workers. In order to ise production 
in an efficient manner, to put in the right direction 
the great t communities, technical 
education is The rs and the necessary. 
parents have learned that without scientific 

owledge they will never be able to control the 

it aimed at 

; 
1 Fr 

i 5 
2 

THE LIBERATION OF RUSSIA. 
DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE 

PEOPLES OF RUSSIA. 

November 3rd, 1917, No. 215. 
The Revolution of the workers and peasants on 

October, 1917, began under the sign of a general 
liberation. . 
The are being liberated from the 22 

of the proprietors, because there will be no 
more landed property —it is abolished. 

The soldiers and sailors are liberated from the 
power of autocratic generals, because the generals 
will now be elected and they may be removed. 

The workers are liberated from the caprices 
and oppression of the capitalists, because, from 
now on, a workers’ control will be established over 
the factories and works. 

Everything alive and capable is being liberated 
from hateful bondage. y the peoples of Russia 
still suffer from er and arbitrary ad- 

ibe ’ ministration. Their ration must be speedily 
and irrevocably achieved. 

Under the Czarism the peoples of Russia were 
systematically set to bait each other. From this 
policy resulted, on the one hand, pogroms; and, 
on the other, slavery. 

There shall be no return to this shameful policy ; 
it must be replaced by a voluntary and honourable 
union of all the peoples of Russia. 

In the imperialistic period which followed the 

licy of cavilling and provocation, hiding itself 
behind the words: “liberty and 

The results of this icy 
own : increase of national illwill, destruction of 

mutual confidence. . 

* Liberal. 

cat 2 as a result of such a union will it be 
possible to weld the workmen and peasants of all 
the peoples of Russia into a single revolutionary 
force, capable of withstanding all attempts on 
the — of the imperialist-annexationist bour- 

The Congress of Soviets in June proclaimed the 
right of the peoples of Russia to a free self- 
determination. 

The second Congress of Soviets in October con- 
firmed this inalienable right of the peoples of 
Russia still more decisively and definitely. 

In execution of the desire of these 
the Council of Peoples’ Commissaries has decided 
to lay the following principles as the basis of its 
activity in regard to the question of nationalities 
in Russia: 
1. The equality and sovereign rights of the 

peoples of "Danie, 
2. The right of the peoples of Russia to determine 

freely how they are to be governed even up to their 
separation — formation of an independent state. 
3. The revocation of all national and religious 
3 and limitations. 

4. tree development of the national 
minorities and ethnographic groups inhabiting 

shall be elaborated immediately 
of a Commission for the Affairs of Nationalities. 

In the name of the Russian blic of the 
Peoples’ Commissary on the Affairs of Nationalities, ~ 

Josern Dt1ricasuvinti STALIN. 
Chairman of the Council of Peoples’ Com- 
i es, V. Ovwtanorr (LENIN) 
November Aud, 1917. 

SOVIET DECREE concluded. 
the bourgeois Coalition return; the workers and 
soldiers will not lay down their arms. The Soviet 
Government looks, not backward, but forward. 
It calls to you, workers of the post and telegraph 
services ; here is our programme, this is whither 
n 

chains; against us you acq 
5 hatred of the | 

With you, or without you, the posts 

monarchists, be 
of a declaration of readinesa 
comrades, or by the severe measures 
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| in Michaelovsky o, 

second tims 1 had any 

Rhys 

Mrs. Stoxes: There “ sin’t going to be no 

Mr. Wuams : Not if Lenin is right. Lenin 
upon an era of wars that 

.@ Did! you gee this. portrait! Does this 

That makes him look. like a wolf. He 
like a nice hourgeois—the mayor 

of a small French city. He does not impress 
ow very much at first: He is stocky, rather 

Inclined a little hit to be robust, but gives the 
impression of solid strength; always talks with 

his face right up near you ; the most courteous 
man I think I ever met in my life—and, of 
course, his enemies call him the most vitriolic. 
I presented him when I first came, at the time 
of the uprising, with my credentials from the 
Socialist party. He kept them for about an 
hour, and gave them back to me but wouldn't 
give me a pass on the basis of them. : 
The second experience I had with him was 

2 22 he was making 
‘trom the top , ap armoured car. 

said . 1 will te's = ine ‘ ‘your interpreter. 
~~ T said, “I will try in it Russian.“ 

And so I tried in Russian, and whenever 
I floundered he would throw me up a word. 
Well, from that time on, I began to have a 

nt relationship with the man, and he got 
terested in my learning the languaze. 
The noxt time I had a little talk with him 

was at the Constituent Assembly, and he was 

rather bored with the whole thing, and, instead 
of trying te urge me to work for the cause, 
pode to ask how I was getting along with 

language. He became excited about it— 
himself all worked up, in fact, about my 
ing Russian. That shows how human 

and sympathetic he is. He had the-simplest 
and most ingenious devices for learning it, too. 
I remember his saying: Don't talk with any 
Americans. It won’t do you any good any- 
2 He always had a little touch of humour 
in him. 

Q. You did learn it! | l 
A. I learned it fairly well. That was the 

conversation 

with him. — time — — 283 8 
were driving on Pe . You see, 

Sar Geet armoured car and said -that 

or I had to stay! I really 
could not of any good excuse! So I went 
hed ove Red Army, and on the way I met 

charin, who wanted a ree oe tome, tet 
there was a great deal of fighting force left 
there. He 
that here 
ready to 
have no 

Report of 

light on Trotzky. Trotz 

— 1 e 
0 

forming to fight for the 
Revolution and the Soviet. After that I 

had access to him. And, of course, 
was ys thinking that the Revolution was 

going to fail every ten minutes, and I would 
8 schemes for injecting a little 
new life into it. He never would reject them, 
absurd as they often were, but I can see now 
how he took out of that mass of stuff the only 
‘little things that were any good. There was 
some scheme for getting American technical 
experts out there—he was always harping on 
that. The bent thing about Lenin-ic that he 
is a realist. Instead of trying to get you over 
to his side of the game, . erly Aga 
for his y, he will say, “ points for us 
are 1, 2, 3, 4; and the points against us are 
1, 2, 3, 4.” He said to me, . Apo months, 
it looks as we can hold on now ’’— 
March, ae Gace bas We ae it all 
up- u 1 g hav He was 
3 0 ing to — how many 
chances they of existence—-just what the 
chances were of their going down; he never 
injected one note of bluff or voodooism. 

Q: Was that the Trotsky appeal? 
A. Trotsky was always more inclined to see 

things red and rosy and glorious. I had a good 
many experiences with Trotsky, too,—one 
very lurid experience. 
Pagel set oF ar hd gg gt gece 

y had just written 
some great appeal to the working-men of the 
world. Raymond Robins read it, and he said, 
“That ought to go into Germany. I'd put 
down one hundred thousand rubles this moment 
o put a speech like that into Germany.” 

1 went up to see III had spoken on the 
same platform three ways before in the Novem- 
ber uprising, so I knew him pretty well. He 
said: Come right in.” I said a few general 
things, and I had to talk in German because 
he speaks hardly any English, and my German 
is not very fluen ily. In talking to him 
I spoke about Robins, how enthusiastic he was 
—‘ why he would give one hundred thousand 
rubles to put that paper into Germany!” 
He was sitting there,—you know Lenin always 
treats you ina sort of little, incidental, humorous 
way; but Trotzky has more of a ministerial 
attitude, due to his sense of revolutionary 
dignity. I ted to him, One hundred 
thousand rubles!” He just simply let a 
siren shriek out of him! Then he talked, very 
fast; I understood him to say that Robins gave 
two million rubles to B 3 aa order 
to put patriotic dope into the people, and was 
now trying to bribe the Bolsheviki,—and that 

every moment, and I understood enough to 
gather that, after having worked for the Bol- 
sheviki from the time I arrived there, because 
I saw they were the only party that could save 
the people from ruin, T was going to be sent to 
1 I grabbed him by the arm and made 

im sit down in a chair and we talked for an 
hour. The Americans believe that they can 
do everything with money,” he said this 
man for a hundred dollars, that man for a 
thousand and some other for a million. 

Q. You convinced him that he had mis- 

A. Naturally. Now, of course, I don’t need 
any further ag his honesty than that 

me to lug this one hundred 
u S 

“ie o., 

| 

President of that 

0 

ut 

fre 

: Propaganda League in the 
United States—in other words, about certain 
currents in our own Socialist movement, that 
I did not even know existed! He knew every 
fine point of distinction between the Socialist 
Lahour party and the Socialist party. 
And he knew a whole lot about psychology. 

It is easy enough to make a god of your hero, 
but Lenin roally does deliver the gods. 

Q. When did you see him last ? 
A. I saw him the day I went away. At that 

particular time the Americans were playing in 
very good there, and America stood high with 
the heviki. They were ready to make 
many concessions to ericans. So they 
allowed me to collect a of literature to take 
to America ; and they also p a moving 
picture reel, showing the creative and artistic i 
side of the Socialist revolution, and they 
printed these in ish—they spent hundreds 
of thousands of rubles on these reels to show 
America— 

Q. What became of theme! 
A. Oh, well, of course, they were never 

allowed to come over. Lenin knew it would 
happen. He said, “I’m afraid they won't 
allow this literature to get into America. It is 
pretty bad literature, really. That is the last 
oe 12 with him. 

Di an to deliver see ade 
A. Well, I asked him if he had any message, | 

and he wrote me a letter. I will give it to 
The Liberator as soon as I get my papers from 
the State Department. 

0 Robins was the head of the American Red Cross and 
representative an from the United ies States Government to 

WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
CHANDOS HALL, 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10th, 7.30 p.m., 

EDWARD SOERMUS, 
THE GREAT RUSSIAN VIOLINIST. 

Chair, MISS SYLVIA PANKHURST. 
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Berlin Capitalist Press Stopped. 
The Berlin 

states that no “ Bo 
a in Berlin owing to a on the part of 
ge Only Socialist papers are being 
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