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ABOUT SMALL HOLDINGS. By W. N. Ewer. 
Schemes for settling discharged soldiers on the 

land are just now as plentiful as blackberries. 
They are the latest manifestation of that itch for 
rural reconstruction which has afflicted the old 
political parties for the last thirty years or so. 
And so far they are meeting with the same fate 
that has attended so many schemes since Mr. Jesse 
Collings preached the gospel of three acres and a 

dow. The schemes are there, but the mei are not 
forthcoming. One gentleman who achieved great 
publicity for an ambitious scheme of employing 
and training ex-soldiers laments in The Daily 
Express that he has only had a dozen applications. 
None other than Mr. H admits. that the 
soldiers are not attracted to life on the land, and 
attributes it all to the dulness of rural life: no 
cinemas, you know, and all that sort of thing. 

Now, Mr. Hodge is not quite so simple as he 
sometimes sounds. And he probably realises quite 
clearly that the true reason is that, in plain terms, 
the thing is not good enough. It is not a question 
of cinemas: it is a question of arduous work and 
long hours for—in many counties—a wage of 
308. a week. It is ndt the kind of job you would 
jump at when there was any chance of something 
better turning up. Only, of course, the Right Hon. 
the Minister of Pensions cannot admit this, 
because—unless I am much mistaken—he voted 
against even a 30s. statutory minimum, and 80 
committed himself to the view that a man ought 

to work, and can keep a family decently, on 25s. 
(say 12s. at pre-war standard) a week. 

“Oh, but,” you are saying, “no one expects 
the soldiers to go back permanently as labourers. 

We're going to turn them into small-holders ! ” 
And there we are, in the middle of it. Small- 

holdings: that is the beginning and the end of 
90 per cent of land reform schemes, Liberal or 
Tory. The Tory, with his land-owning traditions, 
favours small ownership: the Liberal feels most 
frightfully daring and progressive when he insists 
that the land must belong to the County Councils 
and the holder be a tenant from them: the Land 
Taxer abhors such schemes, brt hastens to assure 
vou that, for some reason I have never been able 
to track down, taxation of land values will produce 
a plentiful crop of small-haldings. 

ow, why this passionate belief in the smaill- 
holding, both as offering an attractive career and 
as affording a means of reviving agriculture ? 
Largely, of cqurse, it is a matter of sentimentality— 
of vague town folkish ideas of sturdy yeomanry, 
mingled with some vague belief in Arthur bags Se 
magie of property that can turn sand into gold.“ 
It is notable by the way, that agriculture is the one 
industry over which our predeminantly urban 
people sentimentalise. In «France ple . write 
novels like ‘La Terre’: in Ireland they write 
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reconstruction of industry or 
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Half the romance of the peasant, half the legend 
of his sturdy independence is the outcome of a 
deliterate b s to reality behind the 2 
appearance. where that a peasantry exists 
it is in greater measure of less in the grip of the | 
moneylender. The gombepn-man of Ireland has August 31st that in Russia, having obtained the 
his Indian counterpart. Zhe bankers of France . land of the big owners, in cases the ts 

and Germany and gust could throw curious 5 1 
many 

do not want to divide it into small holdings, so as 
light on the status Bond etsantry there. Even not to im the productivity of the whole 
in Belgium—befors the wer the admired model of concern. In those cases the management is 
small-holding adwoeates— is significant that the conducted on the undivided pro That is 
small zetor was gradugily being converted into very eloquent of what the peasant himeelf thinks 
a small terant—a change that makes one suspect about it, and he is a better judge than the 

mortgagés a
nd prec N den 5 doctrinaire statesman, or well-intentioned poli! 

The peasant’s tordship df the soil—his mastery tician. 

The Conference of Shop Stewards and Workers’ 
Committees held in Birmingham on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 7th and Sth, was as 
encouraging and inspiring as the April Conference 
was discouraging and depressing. The inter- 
vening five months had worked wonders with the 
mental outlook of the various delegates. In 
April the Conference was by no meafis clear as to 
its functions and policy. In September the 
delegates had made up their minds on both. 
The emphatic way in which the Liverpool scheme 
was turned down and the resolution demanding 
the withdrawal of Allied troops from Russia was 
carried is conclusive proof of the clear-sightedness 
of the rank and file delegates. It was, perhaps, 
rather significant that within a few hours of the 
Trade Union Congress dissembling the Workers’ 
Committee commenced opeiations, and in spite of 
the fact that the Trade Union Congress has 
enormously increased. its membership, in spite of 
the fact that there were 1,000 or so celegates at 
the Trade Union Congress, I venture to say that 
the Workers’ Committee Conference with its 
fifty representatives, each ore directly representing 
the men in the shop, was of far greater importance. 
Several times during the Conference when a 
resolution was being debated it was asked: Have 

we the power to put the resolution into effect ? 
If not, what is the use of passing it? We don't 
want to pass pious resolutions like the Trade 
Union Congress !1! The T. U. C. is overeentra- 
lised, and, as Jack Mills tells me, the whole job 
is run for the stars ard the delegates from the 
shops have but a poor charce of making them- 
selves heard. As the Workers’, Committee Move- 
ment grows in importance and influence the 
T. U. C. becomes less important and influential. 

The Workers’ Committee Conference was held 
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By W. F. f Watson. 

mittees had cast the votes of the whole of the 
associate membership for selected candidates. 
The following committee and officers had teen 
elected, but he thought the Conference should 
either ratify or reject them: 

in the rooms of the N. F. W. W. at Temple Row, 
Birmingham. Arthur MeManus made a fire 
Chairman; all he could to avoid anta- 
gonisms. The fifty delegates present represented 
Barrow, Birke Birmi 
Coventry, Crayford, Invergordon, Leeds, 
Leigh, Li “ggg wt don, London West, 
Luton, Manchester, Newtdn-le-Willows, Sheffield, 
Southport, Sonthampton, Stoke-on-Trent, Warring- 
ton. number of delegates was limited by the 
fact that instead of there being a steward for each 
union in a department there is now only one 
steward representing the shop. This is as it 
should be. ‘ | 

F : , ; | ee Gen ee ere 
ley (Coventry), ; ( . | | two 

In his opening speech McManus said the bers), Frank Dickie and W. F. Watson (both of 
character of the movement had completely \, 
changed. To-day we represented a definite idea, | ag 
namely, workshop control. The chief business THE LIVERPOOL SCHEME. 
of the Trade Union Congress had been the ap- J. Finigan moved a resolution to adopt rationally 
pointment of a Committee of Inquiry re amalgama- an organisation scheme which had been established 
tion, and listening to the epeakers one might have in Liverpool. The Liverpool Committee, organis- 
— they meant what they said; but the ing regardless of craft or sex, had formed Wor 
members appointed to the Committee of Inquiry Committees and issved rules on a red card. It 
were quite reactionary, we could not hope for 
much from them. A tate to the Trade Union 
Congress had said phat if the Trade Union frankly 
Congress did not set about 1 the 
Workers’ Committee would. The Shop Stewards’ 
Movement had repeatedly stated that it was not 
out to smash the .Trade Union movement, but 
apparently, that must . MeManrs ended 
by emphasising the y of vesting control of 
policy and action in the workshop. 

The National Secretary, Geo. Peet of Man- 
chester, then submitted his report, saying that the 
voting for national office bearers had teen very 
unsatisf , only three committees havihg 
conducted the ballot properly. The other com- 

organise on the lines 
committees had met 

11121 
8 

a Fel 



r 

72777 r a 2 3 

ee eee 

; 2, 

> 4 * . 

23 

K.. ee Ee aia 

— 00 set 

8 vs 1 a x 2 

* — 

* 

* ee * — cient Sale 3 

Published by the Workers’ Socialist Federation, ‘ 

400 OLD FORD ROAD, LONDON, B.3 
Telephone: EAST 1787. 

Aunual Subscription - Post Free, 10s. 104. 
Back Numbers, 444, post free. 

All business communications should be sent to the 
MANAGER, 400 Old Ford Road, London, E.3 — 

— — —— P —ůͥ:r. ꝗ ꝗ“Nnrs V1... 1 ⁵˙ Q AT eT 

Vol. V., No. 26, Sat., September 2ist, 1918. 

WHO WORKS . 
FOR A PEOPLE'S. PEACE? 
Who is wor for a es’ peace? Few 

indeed of those w Ny elk ol the tank axl Me, 
have become prominent personages now 9» 
the courage and to main an 
unswerving demand for it! The Russian Soviets, 
reviled and perseguted by, the international 
capitalists, disowned by the weaklings and 

f popularity hunters in the Socialist and Labour 
unciated the unassailgble le’s 

from which qven British Mete) whose 8 
oourage does not suffice for championing the 
Soviets are excluded, from which the Italian 
Socialist has seceded: even this Conference, in 

which the counter-revolutionary Russian Men- 

SUNT’ Ya, begs’ NN to ormula. 
Perforce i * that formula the 
Conference fell away from its broad impartial 
n 

the delegates showed themselves biassed and 
narrowly imperialist and influenced by a nervous 

for what the capitalist press would say 
‘ about them. 

As we write, the findings of the latest Inter- 
Allied Labour and Socialist Conference, called at 

. the suggestion of Mr. Gompers of the American 
Federation of Labour, are still incomplete. It 
assembles at a most critical and-wrgent moment. 
Two logical courses are oper to it. 

It could renounce the timidly reformist policy 
in which it never at any point wholly breaks away 
from capitalist imperi ; it could boldly ally 
itself with the policy of the Russian Soviets, 
protesting agaipst the invasion of Russia, de- 
manding international negotiations on the basis 
of no annexations, no indemnities, and the self. 
determination. of peoples, and calling on the 
‘peo to overthrow the 4 governments 
which have refused and will continue to refuse 
peace on this basis. This course would be best. 

Or, maintaining the reformist policy, like the 
Austrian Socialists the conference might endeavour 
to secure the best peace of conciliation that could 
be secured under the present capitalist fgovern- 
ments, It coyld demand that the Austrian 
suggestion to negotiate be acceptéd, and even 

h it lacked the nerve to ally itself with 
viet policy, it could protest against the F 

Allied invasion of Russia. Still urgently are. 
for an immediate 
International, it could ,endeavour to strengthen 
itself by entering into friendly relations of give 

e with the reformist Majority Socialists 
of Germany who, though more advanced, have 
a policy similar to that of the British Majority 
Socialists. 4 

E 

At the moment of writing there seems small 
chance of the Inter-Allied erence taking a 
strong line in either direction. Mr. Gompers, who 
boasts that he is not a Socialist, has again and 
again since arriving on these shores, declared that 
the War must be fought to the bitter end and 

“expressed his determined opposition to conversa- 
tions with the Socialists of the Central Powers. 

will 

urges 6 
continuance of the bloody struggle must transform 
E into ruins, and a state of éxhaustion that 

: me its development for desades to come.” 
And this without any of an ultimate 
decision by arms. Nevertheless, the speeches and 
counter speechts of the belligerent statesmen have 
lacked directness and the speakers have spoken 
over each others heads.” This, it is urged, 
was betause the speeches were public and de- 
livered with a view to their effect on the masses 
The Austrian Government, therefore, proposes to 
all the belligerent Governments that they shall, 
send delegates to a confidential non-binding dis- 
cussion in a neutral place without intercepting 

Afistria says that the constant and close 
accord existing Between the Central Powers 
“warrants the assumption” that they share 
the views developed in the Note. That the 
German Government is disposed to welcome 
negotiations is indicated, other things, 
by the announcement that it has decided not to 
send troops to eastern Karelia, if the Allies will 
withdraw their troops from Karelia and Murmansk. 
The speech of the Ge Vice-Chancellor, Herr 
von Payer, with its statement that as the main 
thing is a lasting peace, there can be no peace of 
conquest, seems timed to a r in conjunction 
with the Austrian Note. err Payer's terms 
are presumably those, or some of those, which 
Germany would put forward at the peace confer- 
ence, probably expecting to have to modify 
them. Briefly, they are as follows :— 

The 
Poland, 
in 's view, the affair of these nations only 
and other Powers will not be allowed to meddle. 

Germany must receive back all territories won 
from her since August Ist, 1914, including her 
colonies, but exchange of colonial possessions on 
— of expediency need not be excluded.’ 

y will evacuate the territories she has 
occupied. Belgium could be given back without 
encumbrance and without reserve, provided no 
other State would be more favourably treated in 
Belgium than Germany and her Allies. 

No indemnit ies. 
The establishment of a League of Nations. 
A complete reciprocity agreement for disarma- 

ment and de-navalisation. | 
The freedom of the seas and sea routes and the 

open door for trade, &. in all overseas possessions. 

Protection of small nations and national 
minorities. : | 

No doubt the German Government would be 
content to make peace on these terms in which 
whilst it would renounce all conquests on the west, 
new spheres of exploitation would be opened to 
German capitalists on the East. Moreover, the 
seas would become equally free to all nations. 

The German Government no doubt expects to 
be forced to modify these proposals but, like all 
the other capitalist Governments, it means to 
modify them only as far as it must. 

Mr. Balfour in a statement to the Press has 
replied both to the Austrian Note and to Herr 
von Payer. His reply amounts to a flat refusal 
to negotiate, and in the course of it he mades the 
following points :— | 

That the German colonies will not be returned. 

Germany is going to insist upon the return of her 
ies....but I say emphatically that here again 

is a point....on Which the Germans stand upon one 
side, and we stand on the other.] 

Naval bases taken from Germany will not be 

Germany must give up Alsace Lorraine. 
Germany's treaties with Poland, Fin- 

land, Roumania, Ukraine, must be revised as, Mr. 
Balfour puts it in conformity with what we of the 
oo-belligerent believe, the cause of justice, civilisation, 
right and peace ! 

In view of the Allied invasion of Russia that 
last phrase seems to us to ring with a very hollow 
sound ! » Evidently Mr. Balfour beligves that in 
spite of the havoc wrought by the War, it is better 
to wait for the great harvest of victory pro- 
mised by Mr. —_ George in his recent Man- 
chester speech. . Lloyd George declares that 
“victory is essential to a sound and durable 
peace; that America is sending to Europe an 
army Of at least ten million men, and that there 
is no crack in the joy bells ringing in our hearts.” 

When will the people with hearts that grieve 
who bear the burden of work and war and have no 
more material interest in a victory, come into 
power? Herr , leader of the Catholic 
r ichstag, says: If the war 

much no single country can - escape 
revolution.” will the great awakening 
come | 

, | E. Sytvia Pax RnUnsr. 

and skill he puts into his work. 8 
holdings will never secure to the land worker a six- 

to £3 per week, at pre-war 
ma Siacigmg «rgb — t the labour of the 
man on a big scale, is is only practicable on 
rr a food production factory ; 

here the growers have to concentrate on cultivation, 
alone, leaving sale, distribution, & c., to a separate 
national agency. 

equipped large National Farms, worked for the 
2 hy the woͤrkers on Guild, or workshop control 
ines. 

3. The State. to say what produce it wants, to 
furnish seeds, packing conveniences, & c.; to collect 
the produce, and to transfer it to the consumer. 

4. All specified competing produce from over-seas 
to be imported through State controlling agencies, 
so that such produce may be blended with the 
home-grown product, thereby protecting the home 
cultivator without penalising the consumer, and 
ending at the same time the absorbing squabble 
over Free Trade versus Tariffs. 

5. To encourage initiative and experiment a home 
garden plot should be attached to the land workers’ 
cottage ; and scientific research establishments should 
be erected in suitable localities. 

Newton Abbot. ARTHUR HickMorr. 

THE COTTON SPINNERS’ STRIKE. 
The patient long suffering cotton operatives who 

have had to face the rising cost of living with but 
small increase in nominal wages and an actual 
decrease Owing to short time have at last revolted. 
Théy claimed an increase in and the restoration 
of the rota system which the Cotton Control Board 
abolished. The demand for the rota system has now 
been ; @ fact which we regret, because this 
system securing that the workers should be employed 
in turn according to the amount of work available, 
and that none should be permanently thrown out of 
employmen, tpossessed an element of fairness and 
introduced the germ of that co-operative principle 
which we desire to see preserved and extended. 
The Spinners’ and Twiners’ Shop Stewards’ Com- 
mittee against the injustice of withdrawing protests 0 
the rota system, which laid on the employer, because 
of his economic position and because the prosperify 
of the trade enabled him to do it, the duty of paying 
levies partially to atone to the workers for the 
losses caused by the Control Board’g restriction of 
output. It should be noted here that according to 
The Times special correspondent ‘‘ more money has 
been made by the employers in the Lancashire 
spinning trade this year than in any other half year 
in the history of the industry. The shop stewards 
urge that to make up for the withdrawal of the rota 
system broken time must be paid for. 

A’ D.O.R.A. injunction against strike pay has 
been issued and the Trade Union officials have 
“decided to bow -to it. Nevertheless, the workers 
strike. This shows the importance of the rank and 
file movement, and indicates that determination 
counts for more than large funds. | 

THE POLICE UNION. 
The Government refuses to recognise the National 

Union of Police and Prison Officers, but has no ob- 
jection to the police being members of it provided 
it does not interfere with regulations and discipline. 
A Metropolitan Police Representative Board is to 
be elected. by ballot to represent the force in 
matters connected with conditions of service and 
general welfare other than questions of discipline.“ 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE N.U.R. 
The railway workers refuse to accept less than the 

10s. increase demanded and firmly state that no 
settlement will be accepted which does not give 
women equal pay with men. 

A THREAT. 
Merseyside coalheavers who were on strike re- 

turned to Work for a week pending negotiations. 
The Ministry of Labour threatened to introduce 
sailors as blacklegs. : 

THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM.” 

E V. Rebs, four times candidate for the 
Preideney of the United 28 age eed we 
to ten years’ imprisonment for a speech delivered 

at the Ohio State Socialist Convention on June 16th. 

ITALY AND YUG@ SLAVIA. 

The Italian Government's declaration approving 

the creation of a Yugo-Slav State is described as 

‘** altruistic,’ but the news hs which an- 

nounce it inform us that the result be the forma- 

tion of a strong Yugo-Slav legion in Italy ! 

CONSCIENCE AT EIGHTEEN. 
Surely it is self-evident that if a of eighteen 

is too young to have a conscien tious objection to @ 

war, he is too young to fight in it ? 
3 
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DECREE OF THE RUSSIAN SOVIET GOVERN. 
MENT CONCERNING THE Law COU 
The Council of the 

«All current contracts are suspended 
Sth F e of present year until the i 

ecree. 
2. To suspend the action of the hitherto Civil 

Courts, replacing the Justices of Peace elected 
up till now by indirect elections, local Courts, 

vincial Soviets of Workers’, 
The lists of the Assessors are formed 

by Soviets which also determine the order in 
which the Assessors shall present themselves at the 
session. 

Former Justices of the Peace are not deprived of 
the right to be-elected as local 8 if they consent 
to it, either temporarily by the Soviets, or finally 
at the democratic elections. The local Courts decide 
all eivil cases up tg 3,000 roubles and criminal cases, 
if the possible penalty does not exceed two years of 
deprivation of freedom and financial claim, and a 
fine of 3,000 roubles. The sentences and the deci- 
sions of the Local Courts are final and are not subject 
to appeal. In the ceses where fines not — 
100 roubles are imposed or where 9 
freedom not exceeding 7 days is the sentence an 
appeal is allowed. Appeals are made before the 
District Court or before the meeting of the local 
judges at the capital cities. For the decision of 
criminal cases at the front local Courts are elected 
in the same way by the Regimental Soviets, and 
where they are absent, by the Regimental Com- 
mittees. With 
justice in other judicial cases a special decree will be 

J. To abolish the hitherto existing institutions 
of examining magistrates, attorney's inspection as 
well as Commissioners of Oaths and private solicitors. 

In future until the reformation of the whole 
administration of justice all the preliminary en- 
uiries in criminal cases will be carried out personally 

by the local judges, whose orders as en 
arrests and arraignments must be confirmed by an 
order of the whole local Court. 

All honest citizens of both sexes who enjoy all 
civil rights* and may participate in the preliminary 
enquiries, are admitted either as accusers or defenders 
and in civil cases as 2 : 

4. For the overtaking and the further continuation 
of the cases, and execution of the Judicial Institu- 
tions of the Officials, of preliminary examinations of 
the Attorney's inspection, as well as of the Council 
of Solicitors, the respective ‘Soviets of Workers’, 

* Full civil rights are restricted to those who earn their 
living by productive or social work, i.e.. workers and em- 
ployees of all kinds in industries, commerce, agriculture, and 
overnment departments. The disfranchised are those who 

hire labour in order to make profits, who live on income de- 
rived from capital, traders and their agents and clergy. 

's Commissaries have 

gard to the administration of 

ih 
141 0 5 ; 110 name 1 

themselves in rer dre d 
ws of the r 

5 laws 2 Russia of all countries 4 0s |. 
| ict welcomed the : 

am 
Note.—-All the laws regarded as annulled are those | 

, National 
Soviets of the W.S.P.D. and 

Workers’ and Peasants’ Government as well as the 
Mes · minimum of the W. S. D. R. Party and 8 : 6. In all controversial civil as well as pri 

criminal cases the ies a to an i 
Courts will be 

manufacturers, officials and other persons are being 
established, Workmen's and Peasants’ i 
Tribunals, Consisti of one Chairman and six 
Assessors in turn, which are elected by the Provincial 
or oth n of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants 
Delegates. To carry out preliminary enquiries in 
all these cases ¢pecial* inquiry contenibiens will be 
set up at the same Soviets. All hitherto existing 
enquiry committees are annulled with the trans- 
ference of their cases and executions into the newly 
organised committees at the Soviets. 

The President of the Soviets of National 
j - Commissaries, 

V. Ovttanoy (Lenn). 
A. Suurxuter, L. Tnorsxkv. 
A. SHLIOPNIKOV. 3 
I. Derveavins (Starr). 

N. Avitot(N. Grrrot). 
| P. SrucnKa. 

Published in No. 17 Gazette of Provincial Gavern- 
ment of W. and P., from 24th November, 1917. 

Commissaries: 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

I was born a little Conservative. 
the slums. Church schools tutored me 
R.s 1 ee for or day. At 12 
into university of experience. 
ethics of the Sermon on the Mount 
custom there. A news 

my soul in youth and a It was ex- 
lpit and the Platform. 

I loathed my native land. To me it was a prison 
from which there was no escape. Was there any- 
where hope of deliverance, if not for me, for my 
class? When I was 30 Socialist literature fell into 
my hands. I read revisionist and revolutionary 
pamphlets. I preferred the latter. They taught me 

THE WORKERS’ COMMITTEE CONGRESS. 

(Continued from front page.) 

Tom Dingley (Coventry), E. Lismer (Sheffield), 
F. Smith (Invergorden), R. Ramsay (Dartford), 
Goodbold (Lincoln), and. Murray (Birmingham) 
said it was impossible for the Workers’ Committee 
Movement to work with the Unions. It was our 
business to build up a new organisation, not to put 
new life into existing unions. Wherever these 
‘combinations between the Unions and the Shop 
Stewards’ Movement were made it was because 
the Allied Trades were afraid of the growth of the 
Workers’ Committee. We must keep the move- 
ment free of the Unions. * 

Comrade Goodbold (Lincoln) said if we adopt the 
Liverpool Scheme we shall have to go back again 
and start all over again. We must proceed 
independently. T. Kime (W. London) said we 
should table all the forces we have to fight. The 
unskilled and women questions were important 
factors. We put too much stress upon engineering. 
The time is coming when engineers will cease to 
exist because of the development of machinery. 
J. T. Murphy (Sheffield) opposed the Liverpool 
scheme. We must be — to profit by 
experience and realise the impossibility of the 

_ Workers’ Committee working with the Unions. 
The interests were divided and the Unions’ repre- 
sentatives would be loyal to the Unions. ‘When a 
dispute occurred some looked to the Allied Trades, 
Some, to Joint Committee, District Committee, 

Engineering Committee, &c., and these bodies were 
generally the forces of disintegration. We should 
gather together the elements of discontent. Any 
move tending to compromise with officials was 
doomed to failure. We must stick to clear-cut 
stra ight icv. 

A. M us said he wished to avoid a specific 

urn, The crucial point had been missed. 

discussion had concentrated around organisa- 
tion outsidé the shop, whereas we should be 
di ing shop organisation. | 

Geo. Wilson (Crayford) moved that the scheme 
outlined by McManus be adopted. by Seas 
aid he would oppose the Liverpool scheme 

7 

This was carried with a few dissentients. 

it was a perpetuation of the Allied Trades Move- 
ment. The Liverpool scheme was rejected by 
40 votes to 9. 

THE GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENT. 
On Sunday W. F. Watson, on behalf of the 

Standing Orders Committee, submitted the three 
following resolutiors :-- 

“That in view of yesterday's discussion the unanjmously 
N.A.C. be ur to issue a statement of the basis Present stated that 
and constitution of the National Movement together two years and had now been 
with a few helpful suggestions for the guidance of 
local committees, and directions how to take the 
initiative in forming shops committees. We further 
urge the -N.A.C. to adopt ‘immediately a National 
Contribution card for the use of all Locals, and we 
are of the opinion that the uniform contribution 
and affiliation fees should be clearly stated thereon. 

That at all future conferences 
penses be pooled and equally shared by all 

This was referred back to the N. A. C. 

tes’ ex- 

* 

resolution was carried by 33 to 13, that the Agenda of Annual Conference 3 : 

sent to the Locals in reasonable time the bi stated that those v st 
conference takes place. did so not out of opposition for the but 

„The discussion of the first resolution centred because of expediency : 75 a 
around the relationship between the Workers “1. That this conference requeste the British al 
Committee, 4 2 th 
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THE WORKERS’ 
— eater ete: ˙ A i an eat ema eee ci ce 

- WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
LONDON MEETINGS. 

OUT DOOR. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th. 

Cobden Statue. —6. 30 P. M., Miss Price. 
SATU RDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ist. 

Great Push for Peace, Socialism and Votes for All 
in the Holloway District.—Meet at 3 p.m. and 
6.15 P.M. outside Nag’s Head (corner of Sev 
Sisters’ Road and Holloway Road). Speakers: 
Miss Price, Mrs. Walker, and Mr. A. Mackinlay. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd. 
Osborn Street, Whitechapel.—11.45 A. M., Mrs. 

Walker. | 
Fins Park.—3.30 P. M., Miss Price. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd. 
Hoe Street, Walthamstow.—7 P. M., Miss Lambie. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th. 
Rathbone Street, Canning Town.—11.30 A. M., 

Miss Price. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th. 

Street, Bethnal Green.—11.30 a.m., Miss 

SATU RDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th. 
Great Push in the S. E. District. 

INDOOR. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd. 
44, Malden Road, St. Pancras W.S.F.—2.30 P. M., 

Business Meeting. ; 
THU RSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th. 
ae Lincoln's Inn Fields. —7.30 p.m. D. Teignmouth 

hore. 

OTHER ORGANISATION. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th. 
Walthamstow League of Rights, William Morris 

Hall, Somers Road.—2.30 P. M., Miss Horsfall. 

FEDERATION NOTES. 

CENTRAL BRANCH.—The weekly meetings were 
resumed on Thursday, when Sylvia Pankhurst 

e on ‘ The Revolution.’ On Thursday, Sep- 
tember 26th D. 1 Shore will speak on 
Real Freedom.’ e want larger audiences at 
these meetings as we have a particularly good 
autumn syllabus. 

On tember 27th W. F. Watson will lecture at 
Chandos on Is Political Action of any Value? 
Tickets 6d. each. The hall must be full, so will any 
one willing to sell tickets, please communicate with 
The Secretary, 298, Lincoln's Inn Fields! 

HOXTON, 85, Hoxton Street.—On Wednesday, 
September 11th, a members’ meeting was held when 
it was decided to re-organise.the Branch under the 
name of the Shoreditch Branch, Mr. Cave, 2, Clifton 
Terrace, Fi Park, N.4, and Mr. Cox, 67, De 

i d Road, N., being elected 
to act as joint secretaries pro. tem. Next Branch 
meeting, A ber 26th, at 7.45. It is 
hoped that all members will attend. 

W.—Hon. Secretary: N. L. Smyth, 400, Old 
Ford Road. Members are asked to come to the 
Branch meeting on Tuesday, September 24th at 
8 p.m. Important business. 9 

asked to work hard for the Cockney Fair on Dec. 5th, 
6th and 7th at Holborn Hall. Subscriptions towards 
mgs expenses, materials to make up, goods 
or stalls, offers to stock and equip stalls are needed. 
Save up groceries, money, &., ev 
to make it a big success. t years’ balance sheet: 

CocKNEY Farr, 1917. 

Sale of Tickets, £39 6s. 10d. ; Donations, £33 2. IId. 
Nursery stall, £17 Ills. 8$d.; Literature stall, 
£16 198: 4d. ; Curio stall, £12 4s. ; Poplar stall, £12 ; 
Toys, £8 8s. 5d.; Hat stall, £6 18s. 34d. ; Tobacco 
stall, £6 17s. Id.; Fancy stall, £6 lls. 94d. ; Children’s 
plays, £5 3s. 10}d.; Games, £4 17s. 44d.; Refresh - 
ments, £4 7s. 2d. ; Fruit and Vegetable stall, £4 48. 9d.. 
Grocery stall, £4 4s. 84d. ; Second-hand stall, £3 108. Id 
Bran Pie, £3 9s. 8d. ; Collections, £2 125. 8d.; Odd 
sales, £2 3s. 21d“; Raffles, £2 25. 5d. ; Entertainment 
tax (returned), £1 10s. ; Fortunes, £1 8s. 2d.; Bags, 
£1 5s. 104d.; Brush stall, £1; Peace campaign, 
lis. 9d.; Adverts., 15s.; Flower stall, l4s. 5d. ; 
Whelk stall, 8s. 44d. ; Programmes, 68. 10d. ; Smoki 
fines, ls, 74.d; Electric battery, ls. 6d. Total, 
£205 4s. 7 d., less Expenses, £72 88. 44d., leaving 
Profit, £132 165. 34d. 

Workers’ Socialist Federation. 

A LECTURE: 
“Is Political Action of Any Value?” 

will be delivered by 

W. F. WATSON, 

Central 

“AT CHANDOS HALL, MAIDEN LANE, STRAND, 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th, at 7.30 p.m. 

Chair, NORAH L. SMYTH. 
Admission 62. Discussion Iuvited. 

— — 

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY 
RUSSIA. 

Woe and destruction to the Russian Workers’ 
Soviets is day by day predicted, but we remain 
hopeful of their triumphant survival. Stories of 
mmassacres and executions must all be discounted, 
and though undoubtédly theres hunger the tale of 
it is certainly exaggerated’ and there is evidence 
that the attempt alike of the Germans, the Allies, 
and the Russian counter-revolutionaries to cut 
off from supplies of food and raw material Central 
Russia, the seat of the Bolshevik Government, is 
being frustrated. Arthur Ransome reports in 
The Daily News — 
The most important news from Russia is the 

summoning of the General Assembly of Don Cossacks 
with the object of ‘ putting an end to the treachery 
of Gen. Krasnoff and his followers,’ and the re- 
establishment of firm democratic rule in the Don 
country. The Central Soviet Government, in an 
order signed by Trotsky and other Ministers, have 
declared that there shall be a general War Council 
of Don Cossacks, which shall have full power and be 
composed of representatives of the working classes 
of the town and country districts, excluding officers 
and landowners. This is taken in connection with 
the secession of four Cossack regiments to the Soviet 
side—as indicating that the tide has turned in the 
south, and that the Soviet will once more find friendly 
States between itself and the Caucasus,”’ 

From various sources news comes that Kazan 
is again in the hands of the Soviet .and that 
Samara, in the heart of the great corn-growing 
district, will short ly follow. 

SLANDERING LENIN AND TROTSKY. ° 
The Times of September 16th republishes state- 

ments which have appeared in the American press, 
and are intended to discredit Lenin and Trotsky and 
to prove that they are the tools of the German 
Government. In gonsidering such articles it is 
well to remember that the unreliability of the Ameri- 
can press is a by-word in America, and that one is 
constantly being assured there that no one believes 
the Press.“ Some seventy documents are said by 
the American press to have been collected in Russia 
by a Mr. ward Sisson. The Times gives an 
extract from one of them, a communication from the 
German Reichsbank giving the resolutions of a 
conference of bankers. These resolutions demand 
from Russia certain financial privileges for Germans. 
The answer made by the Russian Government to the 
document or whether it was ever answered at all 
is not known, but The Times says the answer does 
not matter. On that basis we conclude that.if the 
W.S.F. or some other Socialist o isation were to 
send a Republican resolution to King George, the 
King might be successfully charged with plotting 
against the throne ! | 

MAXIM GORKY. 
Maxim Gorky, like so many other famous Russians, 

was reported to have been murdered ; but now it is 
announced that he has taken service in the Soviet 
Government Literary ions Department, 
which is issuing Russian classics at cost price. How 
Russian to be publishing classics inst of atrocity 

in the midst of a war! It has always seemed 
to us that Gorky’s place was with the Soviets; we 
are glad that he realised it ! 

THE INTER-ALLIED CONFERENCE. 

CL. The People’s Russian Information Bureau draws 
our attention to the question of the representatives of 
the Russian “* labouring classes at the Inter- Allied 
Labour Conference. According to a Reuter message 
M. Roussanoff, Gavronaky and M. and Mme. Souk- 
homline (Mensheviks) have received passports by 
the aid of the British Government—hitherto the 
Bolshevik Government was supposed to have denied 
these passports for the Inter-Allied Conference. 

The Bolshevik Government was never in a position 
to te, gy passports for M. Roussanoff and 
M. and e. Soukhomline have been living in Stéck- 
holm for more than twelve months; further these 
delegates are not Mensheviks but Social-Revolu- 
tionaries of the Right wing: They represent 
nobody but themselves and have been guilty of 
terroristic acts during the first phase of the Revolu- 
tion under Kerensky. Their party was guilty of 
restoring the death penalty in the army. 

THE REWARD OF LOYALTY. 

We take the following from The Daily News, 
September 11th—it speaks for itself :— , 
In England, France, and America there are at 

the present time a large number of Russians who are 
suffering privation and hardship, due to the strong 
feeling of prejudice against them. Many of these 
in England came over under the old régime as naval 
and military attachés, or technical experts, in the 
engineering and textile trades, but the Bolshevik. 
coup d'état took away their occupation and left them 
stranded. In some cases the more skilled men found 

work, but the men and girls who were working as 
clerks and typists in the Russian offices have found 
great difficulty in getting anyone to give them work. 

A large number of Russian girls of good position 
and education employed in the Postal Censor's 
Department were discharged after the Bolsheviks 
made peace with Germany, and have had ever since 
to live on their small savings. 
An official of a committee which has been set up 

in London, under Sir George Buchanan, the former 
British Ambassador in Petrograd, told a Daily News 
representative yesterday that efforts were being 
made to find employment for these people. They 
are all patriotic people and pro-Ally in their feelings,’ 
he said. ‘ And to let them starve in England, and 
penalise them for being of Russian nationality, when 
they hate the Bolsheviks and the Germans, is not the 
way to retain the sympathy of those Russians who 
are friendly to us,. 

GERMANS IN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA, 

The new Blue-Book on German cruelty to the 
natives of South-West Africa probably is, of course, 
from our point of view, a biassed document prepared 

kor the perce of discrediting the German rule. 
Nevertheless, it probably contains many authent ic 
cruelties and instances of oppressive cruelty ; for 
cruelty towards the subjugated native has been 

used by some members of every European nationality 
that has colonised, or has imported the peo les of 
another type of civilisation as workers. Individual 
atrocities are certain to be perpetrated as soon as 
one race has power to dominate another. Uncle 
Tom's Cabin and Red Rubber were not written 
about Germany. And what of the massacres in 
Ce ylon in 1915 ? 

DREADNOUGHT 

Y FAIR.—All members and friends are 

week to help. 

1 simultaneous! 
He says: 

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS — 
FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Post 14 

— Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, a og i. 

ra 

WOMEN WORKERS should spend their holidays at. 4% Sea — Victoria Road, Brighton. —Hostess, Mise 

— 

FOR SCRAMBLED EGGS, ETC., USE 

Greer’s 
Agreeable Whole Dried Eggs, 

2 whole eggs 2:d. | 
wholesale only, 

D. W. Greer & Co., Camberwell, London, S. E. 5. 

— 

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG AGE PENSIONS. 

Dear Friends of Humanity,—In order to relieve the terrib 
and oe that is devastating re us endeavour N 
children all those who are — in comparative safety by 
securing SEVEN SHILLINGS A W each for t f 
that we may be — ey work for other reforms. At — * 

co they are exposed » poverty and hunger, we can think of 
else. 78. a week would NAB FAMILIES TO MOVE AT ONCE 
INTO BETTER HOUSBS, and to obtain better milk and food. This would stimulate local trade and reduce expenses of WORKHOUSES HOSPITALS, PRISONS and LUNATIC ASYLUMS, and do away with all poor rates to such an extent as to be A GREAT SAVING to 
the taxpayers, and would enable sensible girls - girls to marry where they 
F. bealt 

children to become stalwart citizens and nts in their — — — Angra pain and suffering, and being an estimable benefit to 
a 

The fact of a married man becoming automatically P 
birth of each child constitutes a cruel wrong to all 1 
eaoh child Js. a week in its own individual right, as an infant 
citizen, suffering, war, disease, and poverty can never be abolished 
Let us all demand this from our different Governments now, before it 
may be too late. S. MACKENZIE KENNEDY. 

[Advt 

2 — 

To Dreadnought Readers in the Borough of Croydon. 
Do you know Croydon's own Socialist Weekly Newspaper? 

THE EPISTLE (estab. 1916). 
The Editor, Contributors, Publishers and Printers are all Socialists, 

Price Id. weekly, delivered anywhere in Croydon, 

Send post card 112, Woodville Road, Thornton Heath, for weekly 
delivery. 

~ 

* 

‘“ DREADNOUGHT” ON SALE 
At Mrs, CARFORD'S, 

183, WEST STREET, SHEFFIELD, 

Wholesale and Retail. 

ANTIQUES. 

For Genuine Old English Furniture and China 

MARY CASEY, 

29b Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.2. 

An appeal from Bishop Weldon is published 
with this West African Blue-Book. 
ere is a growing conviction... .that 

the colonies wrested from Germany in the War. 
should not be restored to her when the War is over 
But in one respect, if in one only, i. e., in relation to 
the liquor trade, has Great Britain adopted or 
allowed a Colonial policy hardly less unscrupulous 
than the German, for, if it is a sin to flog the guiltless 
African people with sjamboks, it must be equally a 
sin to destroy them by strong drink.“ 

In pursuit of trade men would sell their very souls, 
it appears, if they were marketable ! 

sé 

PASSPORTS TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN.“ 
When Miss Bondfield was appointed to the Parlia- 

mentary Committee of the Trade Union Congress as 
a delegate to America, Mr. Lloyd George stated that 
overseas passports are not being granted now to 
‘* women and children.“ Yet the torpedoing of the 
Galway Castle bound from this country to South 
Africa has revealed the fact that of the 749 passengers 
the great majority were women and children. 
How is this to be accounted for ? 

In Our Next Issue 

we shall publish 

Catherine Breshkovsky’s 

Life Story. 

7 
LEANEY’S LTD., 

WHOLESALE NEWSAGENTS. 

City Agent for the Workers’ Dreadnought.. 
9 and 10, ST. BRIDE'S AVENUE, E.C.4. 

(Late City and Sdburban Publishing Co.) 
5 —— — — — — — — ꝓ 4ů4 — — — —— — 

— — — 

dy J. R. Francis, 11 and 13 Breams’ Buildings, London, B C. 4 

sod Pata ed by the Workers’ Sogialist Federation, 400 Old For 

Bead, London, B.3 


