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THE VICTIMISATION OF J. T. MURPHY. 
UNCONDITIONAL RE.-IN STATEMENT. 
Some few weeks ago Comrade Murphy left the 

River Don Works, Sheffield, to take a job at the 
from which firm he 
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CHAOS AND CONFUSION. 

Every worker should read the report of the i | , ! 
ton was paid on 625,000 tons 

ing up into billets, and one 
's books showed a profit of 27 per cent. for 

before allowing for depreciation, or 
on the capital as it stood in the 
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“Liberator.”” Reed's 
of the : 
N that we propose shortly to republish 
in full as a sixpenny book.* 
The real revolution has 

this date | am writing, November th (all dates 
according to the Russian calendar, our dates thir- 
teen days earlier) the workers are in complete con- 
tral. Since last February, when the roaring 
torrents of workmen and soldiers bearing upon the 
Tauride Palace compelled the frightened Duma to 
assume the supreme. power in Russia, it is the 
masses of the people—workmen, soldiers, and 
peasants—who have forced every change in the 
course Of the Revolution. It was they who 
hurled down the Miliukov Ministry. It was their 
Soviets—their . Council of Workers“ and 

the promised Conference on 
ar, and finally to announce that 

War aims would got be discussed at all. In 

course was equally indecisive. | mer, 
Land Committees had been a ted 

reactionary staffs, tried 
to “suppress the Soldiers’ Committees, and 
restored the death-penalty in behalf of discipline. 
Industry was in a terrible state of disorganisa- 
tion, a struggle to the death between manufac- 
turers and working men; but instead of establish- 
ng 1 control over the factories, 
and making use of the immensely valuable demo- 

: rganisations,’ Minister of 
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* 8 * and at a 

bourgeoisie in the last few days, until, even 
though the propertied classes had been e 

rs . 
| y be said to have begun 

t day. For- their withdrawal was a sign 

: ; 4 f ; 
vered. It was to go on deliberating and speech- 

— 28 ca = ae... ae t orning, t 
weeks after the departure of the Bolsheviks, whe 

they were to be interrupted—all the doors of the 
great imperial council room suddenly filled with 
rough-looking big soldiers and sailors, bristling 
with bayonets, and a sailor shouting, ‘No more 

1 had seen the Bolsheviks leave the earlier 
Assembly. In the corridor I sto Volodarski. 
“Why are you fellows going?’ I asked. We 
can't work with that counter-revolutionary gang,’ 
he replied. They ve packed the hall, and now 
they’ve put over a combination with the Korni- 
lovsti, to wreck the resolution,’ We're going to 
call a new All-Russian Convention of the Soviets. 
That’s where the real revolutionary force lies. 
Then we'll take over the power. All power 
the Soviets, where it belongs!’ It was this All- 
Russian of Soviets that now loomed 
over Russia like a thunder-cloud. The Central 
Executive Committee realised that it was beaten, 

8 

and sent frantic calls over the country to the / 
evolu- Soviets to elect Menshevik and Social R 

tionist delegates—a despairing attempt to get a 
majority of the ‘right’ and ‘centre.’ 
On October 17th, the very day that Trotsky 

gave me an interview about the projects of the 
new power—the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ 

in form ‘a loose government, sensitive to popular 
ee ane rat Seasons Bell Play.” e 
“Oar ect will be to for an immediate 

armistice on all fronts, and a conference to the peoples 
to disc tic peace terms. The quantity of 

in the peace settlement | 

„ he declared. ‘It is provocatsi—they 
want to starve us to death, or drive us to 

Another man told of the electoral campaign 
now being in the Fifth Army for the Con- 
stituent y. The officers, and especially the 
Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries, are trying 
deliberately to cripple the Bolshevik campaign. 
Our papers are not allowed to go to the trenches. 
Our: are arrested. Our mail is censored.’ 

* don't you speak about the lack of 
bread?” cried a voice. They are sabotaging the 
food supply. They want to starve Red Petro- 
grad! 
“Now while everybody was waiting for the 

Bolsheviks to appear suddenly on the streets one 
morning and begin to shoot down people with 
while collars on, the real insurrection took its 
way quite naturally and openly. | 

“One of the recent blundering actions of the 
Provisional Government had een to order the 
Petrograd garrison to the front, with the object of 
replacing it with loyal To this order the 
Petrograd Soviet — | alleging that it was 
ee wes to remove from 
the revolutionary capital the revolutionary troops 
3 . 
upon the Petrograd Soviet agreed in principle, at 
the same time stipulating that it be allowed to send 
a delegation to the ‘front to confer with General- 
in-Chief Tcheremissov, and agree with him on the 
troops which were to come to Petrograd. The 
Petrograd garrison also appointed a delegation; 
but an order from the General Staff forbade the 
committee to leave the city. To the Soviet dele- 
gation General Tcheremissov insisted that the 
Petrograd garrison should obey his orders with- 
out question, and that the General Staff would 
send to Petrograd whatever troops it saw fit. 

At the same time the Staff in command of the 
Petrograd District began quietly to act. The 
Junker. artillery was drawn into the Winter 
Palace. Patrols of Cossacks made their appear- 
anee, the first since july, and great heavy 
armoured motor-cars mounted with machine-guns 
began to lumber up and down the Nevski. . . ; . 
The military section of the Petrograd Soviet de- 
manded that a Soviet representative be admitted 
to the meetings of the Staff. Refused. Petro- 
grad Soviet asked that no orders be issued with- 

Military R 
formally, ‘The 
recognises the Provisional Government. The 

*Rousskaia Volia,’ 
began to print the Rabotchi 
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IRISH ELECTION 
The Waterford election has resulted in the 
return of Captain W. A. Redmond, son of the late 
Irish Nationalist leader. The Sinn Fein candi- 
date, Dr. White, received 745 votes, whilst 
W i 7 the Sinn Feiners 
contested. this seat pu propaganda pur- 

poses, and think the result 4 d proof chat 
iferfurd, so long’ a Na st ‘stronghold is 

beginning to think ! | 

MISS BOYLE’S PARLIAMENTARY. 
- CANDIDATURE | 

nple of Mss Helen Taylor in announc- 
ing her intention to stand for Parlament. We think that 
all elective should be open to women on 
with men. The various jegal decisions which 

al terms 
ve been 

given have laid it down that women are not eligible for 
any constitutional privilege unless the same has been 
specially conferred on them by Act of Parliament. There- 
fore it is a foregone conclusion that the . 
wil, refuse to accept Miss Boyle's nomination. next 
move is to secure the passage of a Bill to make women 
eligib'e for election. 

A HEALTH MINISTRY 
We look with anxiety for ine Government's proposals 

concerning a Ministry of Health. Proper nursing and 
medical care, given freely and accompanied by free medi- 
cine, is greatiy needed by the masses. The Insurance Act 
gives this on‘y partially and gruding y. and provides that 
unemp.oyment, occurring perhaps months before the illness. 
shail icbar insured from benefit. Sir Edwin Corn- 
wall says that in the last five years £70,000,000 have been 
spent in sick, disablement, maternity, and sanatorium 
benefits, medical services and drugs. But in the last 31 
years countess more millions have been spent on the War. 
Lord Rhondda tells us that 1,000 babies lives a week have 
been lost through the maladministration of the health ser- 
vices. We agree it is scandalous; but whilst welcoming 
any amélioratian, we believe that on‘y Socialism will solve 
the probem of poverty and 
describes his Bill as an urgent War 
following verses from The Maoriland Worker seem 
apposite ;— SE tee ae 

“Save the babies! Save the babies!” 
Have you. the Tory cry? 

“Save babies! Save the 8 
Did you say, Chow-like—*“Whaffor ?” 
Well, some nasty fo ks keep blurting— 
For the next big righteous war. 

—Hugh Stone, in Maoriland Worker. 

MORE FOOD FOR THE RICH 
As we expected, the rationing orders carefully arrange 

that those who can afford to buy game and poultry may 

3 “THE WORKERS: DREADNOUGHT _ 
= QUESTIONS OF THE DAY 

be sure of enough meat whatever happens to the 00 
Fi butchers’ meat or three ounces of b 

whilst 
4 

* 2 

175 f 10 j 
ait 

i 
115 

45 tl 
17 Paget a ng ee comb-out ; | 

te neers are how 8 
because skilled men are being combed out an 
by dilutees; and the realisation that this is a 
War is undoubted'y behind both the Miners’ 
out vote and the Engineers’ threat to 
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both bodies of workers would o demand a people 
peace: but that, no doubt, come in 
even before the British Socialist M.P.s have come to 
point of voting against the War credits? 
In the East Germany still attacks Russia, and though 
it is still said that the Japanese Government has not yet 
decided upon the invasion of Siberia, “The Times” is no 
doubt correct in its assertion that “there is can get a sp 
evidence that Japan is preparing to enter Siberia’; as 1 find it 1 it is announced that fighting has actually begun. T 
predicts an agreement between Japan and 
crush Socia‘ism in Russia. Nothing is more 
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her nationals, as well as in the interests 
(ie. all capitalists and 

BELGIUM’S COMPLAINT 
The Belgian Government upbraids the Russians ‘for 

declaiming null and void the secret treaties and other 
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PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT 
March 19th.—Mr. Macpherson stated that the maisons 

talertes in France were to be placed “out of bounds” 
for British soldiers in France. 

' + WASTE OF TIME AT WOOLWICH. 
As a result of the letters to the “Times” alleging waste 

of time at Woolwich Arsenal, an enquiry was made. 
The answer to most allegations ran, “this statement is 
not true.” Further, the verdict of the enquiry was that 
the statements made “indicate a very imperfect and 
brief acquaintance with the practice of the Arsenal.” 
Mr. Pringle (L.) suggested that proceedings should be 
taken against the “Times”; but Mr. Kellaway thought 
the correspondence “had caused no mischief.” If a 
Labour paper had been the culprit we feel sure nothing 
less than suppression would have satisfied the autbori- 
ties. What a good thing it is to be “Northcliffe 
omnipotent” ! ! : : 

THE W.A.A.C. 
March 20th.—Mr. Forster stated that the W.A.A.C.s 

may have the privileges granted to soldiers by the 
Finance Act, extended to them. How gracious. 

MISS HOWSIN. 

7 > 

sent autocratic institution. We want an end put 
this secrecy, which gives diplomatists power to 
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