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The Rebellion in the Dutch East Indies.

By Semaoen (East Indies).

L

The insurrection in lhdomesia is of a -very serious character.
Many of the insurgents are armed with rifles and revolvers.
They have attempted to storm the prisons and have succeeded
- in temporarily occupying several telephone premises. In many

places the railway lines have been torn up. The house of the

Dutch Governor-General has been destroyed. Barricades. rave
been erected; many Government officials, policemen, and soldiers
have been killad. ‘

Though numerous rebels have likewise been killed or
arrested, the revolt continues to spread in the small towns of
Bantam and has now also infected the central region of Java.

The official reports state that the immediate cause of the
movement was the prohibition of assemblies — presumably in
comnedtion ‘with the festivities of November Tth. As is .well
known, the proletariat of the Dutch East Indies regularly cele-
brates tpe Tth of November and the 1st of May throughout the
country. ' ' : .

The real motive of the rebellion, however, lies deeper. The
rich East Indian archipelago, half-way between India and China,
arouses the desires of many imperialists. Therefore, the Dutch
imperialists, who rue these parts, have determined to observe
the so-called “open-door” policy in regard d{o foreign capital.
But, as a natural consequence, the Dutch Government is obliged
to guarantee the intermational capitalists the possibiiity of ex-
ploiting the toiling masses in the Dutch East Indies, and. this
the Dutch authorities have actually done.

About 30 per cent. of the population consists of workers,
i. e. railwaymen, transport-workers, mriners, and workers on
the sugar, - coffee, tea, rubber, and cocoa plantations. These
workers receive wages which do not suffice to satisiy the barest
minimum requirements of their families. Some 50 per cemt. of the
inhabitans. the peasants, groan under the weight of heavy taxes.
which must be rendered either in gold or in the fornt of labour.
The balance of the population, 1. e. small merchants, the intellec-
tuals etc., are prevented irom expanding their operations, and
their wish to see an emancipation of the people is in vain. The
Dutch authorities have attempted with all their power to preveut
the rise of a native bourgeoisie, which is, indeed, practically
non- existam.

Public health and public education are almost wholly neglec-

ted by the Dutch Government. Secondary and high schools are
relatively even fewer than in other eastern countries.
. It is only natural that under such circumstances a violent re-
volutionary movement was bound to develop among the wor-
kers, the peasaats, the imtelligenza, and the petty bourgeoisie.
The revolutionary mioverent gathered round the Commmuunist
Party of the Dutch East Indies, the “red” trade unions, and
the national party known as Sarekat Ravat.

Ever since their inception, the Duich Government has at-
tempted to supbress these organisations. and the stronger “}‘7‘
grew, the stronger became the reaction. Since the end of the year
1025, the white terror has hindered the acrivity of these orgami
sations, nrany thousands of whose members and leaders have
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been killed, arrested, or exiled. Any movemznt aiming at an am-
nesty was answered by rifle-bullets. Every strike was suppressed,
the leaders and even the strikers themselves being thrown into
prison. The editors of East Indian newspapers were comdemned
io any years’ imiprisonment for any utterance in criticism of
the Gowvernment.

mand for ametioration of the conditions of living. The demands
of the masses cannot even be formulated without incurring
pusishmeant.

~Having no legitimate mreans of holding assemblies, pub-
lishing newspapers, and forming organisstions, the people were
finally forced to reply to the white terror by rebeltion.

Fhee the revolt should occur just at this time, is doubtless
io b2 afirituted in no mean degree to the powerful effect pro-
duced by tha recemt evemts in China and the victories of the
Canton armvy, which have strengthened the confidence of the
Indonesian population in their own power.

IL

Thz outbreak of the rebellion in westermr Java came as a
surprise, but was not wholly unexpected. It was not unexipected,
since the reaction carried on by the Government under the lead
ol Governor-General Fock forced the native population fo resort
to d-fensive measures.

The new Governor-General. De Graaff, who wished 4o ini-
tiate a policy aiming at restoring the confidence of the natives,
1s no longer in a position to bring about a change in the mood
of the people. :All elements of the population are now directing
their energy towards an emancipation of the native$ from Dutch
dominion.

The Govermor-General has declared that he will exterminate
the Commumists. But he is unaware of the relations between the
Comerunists and the population. He does not know that the Fock
regime, under the mark oi “combatting Commmunism”, was out to
suppress all such endeavours of the natives to improve their
position as would have impaired the profits of Dutch capitalists.
He does not seem to know that the Sarekat Rayat, the only strong
national organisation of the people, is an organisation of pea-
sants, workers, petty bourgeois and intellectuals, The composition
of this organisation determines its national character. It is by no
means a Communist organisation, though it is led by Commu-
nists. This shows that the persecution of the Commumists and
the prohibition issued against the Sarekat Rayat, constitute a
declaration of war on the most active part of the native popu-
lation.

The trades unions, which strove for an improvement of the
lot of what was certainlv the most exploiled proletariat of th=
world (the workers in the Dutch Fast Indies receive even less
wages thzn the Chinese labourer), were prohibited on the
grounds that they were led by Commmunists; but this does not
mean that all native workers, who are members of the trades
unions, are Coammunists.

Th> most characteristic feature of the Indonesian move rent
‘ies in the faot tnat the zctive part of the Dutch East Indian popu-
iation is headed by the Communists, so that the Communists are
2!s0 the chamnions of the naticnal movement. The persecution of
the Co:munists, therefore, means the suppression of a mational
tenrdency, a step which was tound to lead to friction involving
political attacks, the throwing of bombs, and finally open revolt.

The present reb:llion 1s being conducted by the broad mas-
ses of the jeasarits, workers, petty bourgeois, and intellectuals.
It has altogeiber ihe character of a gemeral rising of the popu-
tation. The developments above described made it natural for
the Comsmunists to take the lead in this movement, the general
popular nature of which is proved by the claims put forward by
the insurgemts:

“Freedom of the Press, freedom for assemblies and or-
ganisations. Ammesty for all political prisoners and exiles.

A general change of the Constitution, giving the people the

right to govern themselves. A general revision of taxes, mo-

ditication in the taxation of the Indomesian nrasses. Labour
legislation and labour protection. Extension and improve-
went of Education.”

These demands, are deeply rooted in the nrsses, who are
determined to fight for their realisation to the utmost. The Dutch
(rovermmnent will not acceede to these demrands; on the contrary,
iis emtire milary resources are being mobilised to crush the
rebellion and subjugate the native population yet further.
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Al channels were closed, even for the expression of a de-

The drastic measures taken bv the Dutch Governrent will
only entail the revolt of ever br r rasses of the natives: This
is the beginning of the end of Dutch imperialist dominion over
50 millions of East Indians. .

The Indonesian revolution will be victorious, just as the
Chinese revolution will be victorious!

Manitesto of the R.t L. U. on the
Revolit in Indonesia.

Moscow, 25, November 1926.

To the Workers of all Countries!

The revolt in Indonesia has been called inrth by the inhuman
policy of the Dutch Governmemnt who have driven the native
population to desperation and compelled them to defend their
elementary right to existence. :

In the western and central parts of the Island of Java
blood is flowing in streams. Fresh thousands are beiong
to the hundreds and thousands of victims already failen.

The International Proletariat canmot idly look on at this
struggle which has broken out in indonesia. The International
Proletariat must actively support the workers and peasants of
Indonesia who are carrying on under the most difficult ciram-
Sl?nce?th a fight against Dutch imperialism which is anned fo
the t .

Workers of the whole world!
Come to the aid of the Workers and Peasants of Indonesia’
Protest in meetings against the robber-like exploitation and
the inhuman behaviour of Dutch imperialism!
Arrange demonstrations of protest before the embassies and
consulates of the Dutch Government in your countries!
Demand an amnesty for the revolutionary Eeast
who have been thrown into prison in bundreds! Place Duich
imperialism in the pillory!
_ Unite with the revolutionary movement for Ireedom of the
peoples of the East! .
Down with predatory Dutch imperialisin!
Honour to the heroic fighters of Indonesia!
Long live the Indonesians! )
Long live the united front of the revolutionary Proletariat
and of the suppressed peoples of the whole world!

The Execustive Bureau of the R, 1. L. U.

POLITICS

Elections in India.
By M. N. Roy.

The campaign which is proceeding a¢ the moment of writing,
in commection with the third general elections to the parliamen-
tary bodies in India, introduced by the Reforms of 1919, is the
most outstanding feature of the Indran political life. During
the last year the Nationalist movement has been torn X

a controversy on this question, No less than six parties,
all caliing themselves “Nationalist” are partioipating o the
elections.

The reforms granted in 1919 established in India the
Central Legislative Assembly and Legisiative Couacils in the
mne provinces. The franchise on which the provimcial legislative
councils are based embrace little less than five million people.
that is, 2,2% of the entire population is represented ¢n these
parliamentary bodies. The central legislative assembly 1s based
on a stifl narrower franchise, the Electorate for that body bemg
less than two million, The right of vote is determined by pro-
perty qualifications which are excessively high in relation to e
very low economic condition of the Indian masses. The
includes the land-owmimg class, the big bourgeoisie, a section
of the upper imtellectuals and a smal strata of the rith
peasantry.

When the reforms were lirst granted. they were boyootted
by the natianalist movememt. It was considered that the reforms

am—
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were very inadequate to imeet the situation, that they did not
come , oear the self ment promised by British
¥mperialism during the war. he land-owning class and
the strata of the bourgeoisie accepted the reforms. The
first legislative assembly and councils were therefore composed
: of the tives of these two classes. Less than
20% of the electorate participated in the elections. Under these
comditions the legisiative ies were naturally very docile and
supported the British government in suppressing ¢he nationatist
movement led hi under the slogan of passive resistance.
. The st of the mationalist movement during the years
followmg the ocondusion of the war was the wides
revolutionary discontent of the mmasses. The boycott the
psewdo-parh resolutions only reflected the grievances
of a section of the bourgeoisie and the middle class intellectuals.
Neverthieless these elements were the leaders of the entire
netionalist movement which was very revolutionary owing to
s mmss ition. The oouflict between non-revolutionary,
tmid, petty bourgeois leadership and the dymamic forces of the
mass folowing, eventmally led to the collapse of that big miove-
ment, The result was dissatisfaction against the programme of
boyocott, and, in course of time, this dissatisfacion crystallised
imo a definite demand for the repudiation of the boycott pro-
mmrm_ The bourgeois and the petty bourgeois elements in
ron-co-operation movernent ny with the re-
e, comngibly with ihe abgact of opposing ine Baioh sutoeracy
cl i j opposing the British autocracy

The Nationalist movement was split on the issue of emtering
the Legislative Coumcils, The - seckion that advocated parti-
Cipation in the ensuing. elections with the purpose of capturing
the Legislative bodies, at the end of 1922 constituted themselves
into %Swmi Party. A year later, the second elections took
place. The Swaraj Party contested the eections but failed to get
a majonity in the Central Legislative Assembly. Of all the mine
provincial councils, only in one was a clear Swarajist majority
returned. In another province the Swarajist Party became the
single largest party and with the support of other radical
mationalist elements formed an opposition bloc.

The Swaraj Party emtered the Legislative Councils with
a programme of blocking the administrative mmachinery by -con-
stant and oconsistent onpositian. It pl itself not to acoept
ministerial office. Duririg the life time (three years) of the Second
Legislative, the -poligeof obstruction was gradually abandoned,
just as ; iously poiicy of boycott had also been aban-
doned. iowards the end of.the term the Swaraj Party was
rent by the controversy aver the acceptance of office. A very
s«% right wing had developed inside the Party which de-
aa that the policy of obstruction had proved impracticable
and that the logical consequence of emtering the Councils was 1o
acoept the responsibility of govermment. :

In the central government the question of accepting office
does not tise because all the members -of the government are
appointed by the Viceroy. The reform has introduced a peoutiar
system of govermnemt in the provinces. The government is
divided into two parts — ome appointed by the Governor and
acting independently of the Legislative Council; the other, siso
appointed by the Governor but subordinated to the Council to the
extent that their salary is to be voted by the Council. The
seoamd pant of the goverrnment is. responsible for the local seli-

t. sanitation, education and agriculture — the socalled
mion building departments”. Now_the comroversy is whether
the nationalists should accept the responsibility for administering
these nation building departments. - .

The experience of the last three years has proven. that
even with a nationatist muajority the Legislative Coumcids do not
possess the power to shake the position of imperialism. Real
stte power is beyond the ocomirol of these degistative ocoumcis.
The purpose with which these Legislative bodies have been
sat up is to draw the upper classes of the Indian population
doser to amperialism. The eocomomic concessions made to the
Indian bourg®oisie since the avar has effectively reconciled the
ocontradiction between imperialism and native capitalism. This
being the case the legislative bodies representing the Indian land-
owning and capitalist dasses cannol be the organ of natiomalist
opposttion; they are bound to be. the medium through which a

promise between bourgeois nationalism amd imperialist "do-
gunation will be realised. .

. When the Swaraj Party decided to enter the Legishative
Cauincils and staked rts future on the success of parfiamentary
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victory, it bound itseli entirely to the dictates of the srarrow
and emtrancitsed mimority, that is, the land-ownimg and capi-
alist classes. Now the land-owring and capitalist classes find it
convenient to comre to an agreement with British imperialism
in order to have a period of political peace conducive to the
development of trade and industry. Any party seeking the wote
of the land-owning and capitalist classes ‘must act according
to the demiands of these classes. The Swaraj Party is disintegrated
awing to the contradiction between the mecessity to have the
support of the landlords and the bourgeoisie, and the desire
ia kave a broad nationalist following by means of radical phraseo-
logy amd opposition to the British bureaucracy. )

. As a matter of fact, on principle, even the Swaraj Party
has agreed to accept office and work the reforms which were
1eje ted as totaily iomdequate onmly six years ago. But the big
bon’ geoisie, without whose su no party can have a ma-
jority in the _[parliamentary bodies demand a clear statement of
P! . They demand thet the task of the natiomalist politics
should be to come fo a speedy agreement with imperialism.
A large section of the Swarsj Party has accepted this order of
fhe bourgeoisie. They have dedared unconditionmally in favour
of accepting the office. Of the six parties participating in the
dections five are united imio a bourgeois bloc aga:nst the Swaraj
(l:ﬁa.pty which still formaflly maintains s position — not fo acoept

ice. .

But it 5 a foregome conclusion that ueder the presemt
fnanchise it is not at all likely for the Swaraj Party to secure
an independent wnajority. .

The leaders of the Swaraj Parly have often stated that the
policy of the Party will have to be after ‘the results
of the election are kmown. That is, i the Swaraj Party joses
in the election, as it is almost sure to, it will change its podicy
accopding to the interests of the bourgeoisie,

But the social basis of t4he Swaraj Party is the middle
class intellectuals and the wrban petty-bourgeoisie. These are
largely unfranchised. Side by side with the development of the
consciously bourgeois right wing there has been a marked
revolutionary left wing crystallisation among the rank and file.
A defeat in the elections will st the position of the
Left wing which has been profesting against the parliamentary
degeneration of the Party.

- The Swaraj Party is jormally a part of the National Con-

ress. In fact, the loose organisation of the Nationa! Congress

, during the last two years, been used by the Swaraj y
as its election machine. The incomgruity of the situation is
obvious. An organisaton madnly of unfranchised masses is being
used as an instrument of the eoisie. This situation cannot
continue for ever. The annual Session of the National Congress
will be held at the end of December, that is, immediately after
the resuls of the election are known. The Swaraj Party will have
to a r before the National Congress and have the change of
its policy approved. It is sure to meet with great difficulties. As
soon as the bourgeois leaders of the Swaraj Party will appear
before the National Congress with a resolution approving accep-
tance of oifice, the mask will be pulled down. The contradiction
between the interests of the bourgeoisie and those of the masses
ibcluding the middle class will stand out in all its nakedness.
This will open the eyes of the left wing who till now are not
quite free from the influence of bourgeois mationalism.

Of course, it will be premature 1o state that the coming
session of the Indian National Congress will mark a turning
point in the history of this mt'\onﬁiﬁ struggle, But what is
indisputable is that the process of class differentiation inside
the nationalst ranks had advanced so far that it is no longer
possible for the bourgeois feaders to domtinate the entire na-
tionalist movement. The revolutionary left wing may aot be
able to capture the leadership of the movement this year but
it will certain shake the position of the bourgeois leaders. -

The growing activity of the proletariat and a renewed wave
of peasant revolt objectively strengthens the position of the
revolutionary wing of the nationalist movemert. The petty bour-
geois radical ‘element inside the nationalist movement will not
be able to overthrow successfully the compromising bourgeois
leadership until they come into closer contact with the proletariat
and the peasantry. The work for the formation of this umited
fighting front is going on in spite of all diHficulties. The political
orgenisation of the working dass is advancing satistactorily.
K is om this organisation that' the task of uniting the petty-
bourgeois revolutionary natiomalists with the workers and peasants

masses into a lighting united dront devolves.
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Italian Imperialism in the Balkans.
By Vasile Spiru (Kishinev). '

The friendly alliance between Roumania and Maly which was
recently conchaded, has now. been followed by a visit to Rou-
mania of an Italian military mission headed by the Duke of
Spoleto, the son of the King of ltaly and Marshail Badoglio, the
Chiei of the }‘Bﬁgfl ﬂiGgmmJ Smﬁ.i'l t}i: feature which rises most
prontinently out turmoil of pompous recepti is a
o?Melrl?l& with the R?;t‘-znmian General Staff about “qomr;tions
of military technique” a speech made by Marshall Badoglio
in Kishinev, in m: he said: “Brothers, {! you should be in
danger, Marshall Badogio will come to your assistamce!” This
obvious threat against the Soviet Union, made in a town on the
borders of Bessarabia, can only be interpreted as meaning that
Raly is prepared t0 risk throwing away the relations it has
hitherto had with the Soviet Umion .ior the sake of friendship
with Roumania. : :

Roumania is yust going ‘through the metamprphosis from a
vassal of imperiatist Igralwe into a vassal of imnperialist Great
Britain. The intermediate station is Fascist Italy. This is the
significance of the most recent events in foreign policy and parti-
cularly of the Italo-Roumanian alliance. Even the most recent
Roumarian speech from the throne confirins this regrouping, in
that it lays down the Anglo-ltalian lines on which Rowmanian
foreign policy should be run. S o

On the part of Rownania,, the suddenly #@wakened love 'of
the Duce of Bucharest (General Avarescu was created a “Duce”
a few days ago:by the King of Italy) for the Duce of Rome, can
be reduced to the short lormula: credits, war supplies and gua-
rantee for Bessarabia; when, however, Italy stanmers wouds of
love to the Latin sister”, the true meaning is: the supplanting of
the French rival, the opening up of the South-Eastern market,
concessions for and supply of Roumanian petroleum and Rou-
manian wood and at least, support in the rear in the :ase of
an agressive attack on Turkey or even jJugoslavia (Dalmatial).
As a matter of fact. laly ‘has not yet completel
mind to take official ‘action against the Soviet Uuniom, which is
evidenced above all by her official' attitude in the Bessarabian
question. :

Rounmnia’s friendship is for Italy only one mesh in the net
which she is drawing over the Balkan penninsula, especially
since Great Britain gave her a free hand (meeting between
Mussolini and Chamberlain). : )

Whereas France no longer has the economic significance for
the Balkans which it had at the end of the war, Italy is nowadays
a whol:sale exporter of cotton goods (in 1925 Ialy appeared on
the world ‘market with more than 70,000 tons of cotton goods);
her electrical industry has increased three or fourfold since the
beg'nming of the war; her machine industry, her docks and muuri-
tion factories, the production of which is steadily increasing, are
secking new markets and she is relying at present on developing
these in the Balkans. Albania has long been an ltalian colomy,
Bulgaria, following the sociological necessity of the regime of
blood within its own borders, has also come under the spell
of Fascist Italy, Greece is cherishing a lust for revenge on Tur-
key which it hopes 1o be able to carry out in Asia Minor side
by side with Italy; it is ncw Roumania’s turn. ‘

Only four out of the almost two hundred foreign companies
which dominate the Roumanian petroleum field, are- Itakan —
and those with hardly any capital worth mentiomng — but a
change is naw to be made. Italy not only wants fo have extensive
concessions but also oconsiderable supplies of petroleum so that
she may develop a petroleum industry on a Jarge scale by buil-
ding refineries an her own territory. Thus, through the medium
of Htaly, Anglo-American capital 15 to have the eilect af colonial
capital in Roumania, as French capital has done hitherto.

The negotiations which are at present going on in London
with regard to a loan to the towns to the amount of 10 million
dollars and a national loan of 30 milliards sterling are to bring
abcut partial “elimination” of Roumania’s financial and economic

needs and possibly recconstruction 2 la . Austria. The fervent
cideaveurs of the Roumanian oligarchy to oblain foreign Joans
1> shown by the negotiations with German capitalisis which have
just begun with regard to a loan of five hundred million gold
uarks 1n return fer the renunciation of a number of reparation
denands on the part of Roumania.

In this way France is losing more and mwore of its predo-
minant pos'tion :n Roumania and indeed throughout the Balkans.

made uwp her:

The Little Entente under the aegis of France, which anyhow has
only a chimerical éxistence is now to be fmally shattered. Rou-
mania is not only to enter the anti-Turkish Block but also to sup-
go{.t the ltalian plans against jugoslavia (in so far as Great
Britain permits). It is to come to a reconciliation with Hungary
which is casting sheep’s eyes at Transylvania, so as, if necessary,
to have an effective support in the rear against the Soviet Union,
and to suggest to Hungary an outlet to the sea vii Fiume instead
of via Spalato, as long as the latter still belongs to Jugoslavia.

All these changes have not yet assumed solid form, but they
are dearly visible in their outlines..It is no mere coincidence that
Gruat Britain has had her handy-man Italy, who is striving for
ﬁual-xty of rank; form a block of countries, the internal regime

which can be more or less reduced to the common denomi-
nator “White Terror”. Fascist Italy is oconstructing wild plans
for war into which it is drawing as a lices ocoumntries, the
population of which is forcibly prevented ifrom making eay
movements towards freedom, These countries seem to her and
to her lord and master Britain to offer the best guarantee that
the Balkan oligarchs will meet with no internmal resistance in
carrying out their disastrouss plans of foreign policy, especially
agajnst the Soviet Union. .

This advance of Fascist imperialism on the Balkans will, in
the natural course of things considerably aggravate the situation
in all the Balkan ooumtries and strepgthen the regime of White
Terror which holds sway in them. In this way the imperialist
Fascism of Italy, arm in arm with the Roumanian dictatorskip,
with the Bulgarian Government of murderers and the Greek
riders who are thirsting for revenge, is conjuring up immea-
surable dangers not only for the proletariat of the Balkans bul
for the international proletariat. Constantly ruminating on belli-
gerent adventures, it is threatening the Soviet Union and compels
the workers of all countries to be constantly on the watch, A
relentless fight against Fascism, a systematic campaign againsi
the terrorist governments in the Balkans is consequently the fask
of the moment, not only for the proletariat’ of the Balkans but
also for working people throughout the world. .

Under the Rule of Social Democracy
in Lithnania.

By V. St. (Kovno).

Under the rule of the Christian Democratic Clerical Block
it had become -the custom in Lithuania to dissolve whole feders-
tions of trade umions and to arrest and ftonture the most ackive
workers, keeping them for years in prison “awaiting trial”. At
the elections for the Lithuanian Seim (the Parliament of Lithuania)
which took place in May 1920, this Black Block suffered a_defeat
and was obliged to give place to a government of social de-

. mocrats and “People’s Party”. The People’s Party is a peasant

party; small peasamts also helong to it, but it is led by the urbsn
bourgeoisie and represents the interests of that bourgeoisie

of the middle and targe peasants. It used to bear the name
“Socialist National Democratic Party” and belonged to the 2rd
International. : '

Under the pressure of the working masses, this Government
had to release the proletarian’ political prisoners and even
put imder lock and key some of the officials of the Szvaigybs
(the political police) who, at the time of the clerical rule,
tortured the workers by means of the electric curremt. Racys
however, the former chief of the Szvalgyba and the inventor of
this civilised method of torture, was not put under arrest. He
fled to Germmany and is said to be still spinning his black threads

" from Eydtkunen. He was undoubtedly aided in his “flight” by

the fact that the Minister for the Interior, the Social Democrat
Viades Poszela, instead of immmediately arresting shis executioner,
as was demanded by the broadest masses, including .the
demacratic workers, rexoved him, it is true, from the post of
Chief of the Political Police but made him Polic¢ Inspector 18
the Ministry for the lmerior.

These and similar measurcs were the first signs that the pew
Governmtent did not intend to aim an effective bfow at the
Christian Social Democratic reaction. On the contrary, instead of
thoroughly cleansing the apparatus of State, instead of prooeeding
against thre Fascist organisations which are publidy working
towards a reactionary revolution, this Covernment also begen
to persecute the Left workers.

DA P St SR TR



‘Nr. ‘84

International Press Correépg_ndgnqe

titl

) ition of the Communist parly of Lithuania has
continued in force. Any action in favour of the Communist party
is punished by the Governiment of social democrats and nationa-
lists on the basis of the ill-famed Czarist paragraphs 126, 129
and 132. The Szwalgyba, the comiplete dissolution of which-was
promised by the social democratic party at the elections, still
oonfinues to exist, and those who were liberated in acordance
with the ammesty, are in their every step by informers.
The workers of Kovno, the capital, tried to found a “Labour
Party of Lithuania”, but even this was forbidden. Added to this,
labour papers with Lefit tendencies are constantly being prohibited
and in recemt times numerous Left workers have been arrested
for speeches at meetings etc, : ‘ ' L

It is perfectly clear that in this way the new Government
is only playing into the hands of Fascist reaction. The history of

[ ia is repeating itself in Lithuwania, and it is by no means
unbikely that the Fascists are preparing a fate similar to that
of Stambuliski for some of the present riders. With tremendous
clamour about “The Red Danger”, the “Kerenski Epoch” and

-the approaching “October” in Lithuamia, the reactionaries are
forming armed groups of Fascists under the cover of “volunteers
who served at the front” (by which is meant those who volun-
tarily ‘i';)ined the army when the Lithuanian State was foumded).
The “Rytas”, which voices the reactionaries, has pubtidy ad-
mitted that these “volumteer bands” are expected not only to
protect the economic interests of the volunteers but also the
Liftmanian oation against the danger of the risihg trade umion

During the last elections for the Seim, the Fascists declared
i their “ilegal” pamphlets whiich, by-the-bye were distributed
cpenly, that in case the socialists won the election, they would
cover them with blood. To-day fhe?' quite publicly.
Nowadays they publicly own a paper “Tautos Valia” (“The Will
of the Nation”), in which Glowatzkis, a retired general, dreams
of a Napoleonic campaign, and another ares the fate of
the Christian democrats with the fate of the Czar. In No. 2 of
their paper they publicly declare that they are not afraid of
the powers of the present Government. '

Apd what is the new Government doing? '

The persecution of the workers during strikes comtinues.
During the last strike of the match-workers in Kovno, several
women workers were cruelly beaten by ithe police and the trade
union secretary — a social democratic worker called Volkoviich
— was driven through the streets in chains by the police. The
thrashing of the match-workers on strike was repeated in Janovo.
In the “Victoria” mraccaroni factory in Kovno during the last
stnike, the sirike-breakers were oconducted to the factory and.
when their work was finished, from the factory to their homes,
by the social democratic police. We could continue indefinitely
with the enumeration of these sad facts. And this is taking place
under the rule of Poszels, one of the leaders of the social demo-
cr:&i)c party of Lithuania which is affiliated to the 2nd Inter-
natiomal! ' '

All this however falls imto the background as compared with
ooourrences in Poneviesz. By order of the Governor of the town
and district of Ponievisz, the local of gix trade union
associations in Ponievisz were dissolved at the end of Oc-
taber 1926.

In Lithuapia, the teaders of the S. P. of Lithuania are trying
in every way o cairse a sptit in the ‘rade umion movement. Social
democratic workers, who stand up for the umity of the trade
union movement, are excluded from the social democratic party
without more ado. At the meeting of the Central Councit of the
S.P. of Lithuania, held on October 17th, a resolution with
regard to the drade umion question was ipassed in which, among
other things, it was said that ‘the party mwst mobilise all its
forces...” in order to, among other things ¢“iree the trade
unions from ¢hose who lead them to the Profimtern”. (“Social-
democratas” No. 42 of October 21, 1926). And this, in spite of
the fact ithat the Left workers in Lithuania are not in favour
of a direct affiliation to the Red Infernational of Labour but aim
at a union of all the trade unions of Lithuamia and the amalgama-
tion of the two Trade Umion Intermationals into a uniform, amti
capitalistic Trade Union International. .

The overwhelmiing majority of the workers of Lithuania who
are organised in {rade umions are umanimously in favour of the
unity of the trade union movememnt. In order to amtalgamate all
the trade union organisations, the trade. umions of Kovno, at
their conference on September 11th 1926 alected a umity committee.
This committee was, however, forbidden to ‘take action by an
order of the Governor of the town and district. of Kauno.

The prohibiti

The “Liotuvos Zinmics”, the Kovmo daily paper of the
Nationalist party, which, in coalition with the Social Democratic
party, forms the government of Lithuania, in its nmumber
260, isswed on November 11, 1926, publishes the following notice:

© “Arrests. On November lith, a house searching was
made in the bouse of the student Georg Domashevitchus
and the latter was arrested with the consent of the public
prosecittor of Ponievisz. G. Domashevitchus is accused of
activities in favour of the communists. He will be taken to

Ponievisz and handed over to the local public prosecor.”

Domashevitchus who was arrested, was for a long time the

secretary of the trade umion federation of the workers in the
tailoring, underclothing and cap industries, and has always stood
up for the umity of the trade umion movement.
" This arrest, the prohibition of the unity conmnittee in Kovno
and the dissolution of the tmade unions in Poneviesz, afl of which,
by the bye, took their stand on the umity of the trade union
movement, are the first steps towards the realisation of the
resolution of the Social Democratic party mentioned above, a
stab in the back of the working class, just at a time when ¢he
employers are continuing their attack on the workers with the
utmost vigour. The workers of Lithuania will only be able to
protect themselves against this attack of the employers and
against the deploy o&%ascist reaction if they advance in a united
proletarian front with closed ramks.

Storm-Signals in Iragq.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

At the assembly of the Mandate Commmnission of the League
of Nations, Sir Hemary Dobbs, British High Comarissioner in
Irag, reported on the sucoess of British administration in that
‘country, a region which was but recemtly the centre of European
attention in connection with the Mosul problem. The Mandate
Commission of the League of Nations congratulated the British
High Commissioner on his success and emphasised, as a parti-
cular achievement the “model tranquility and order” which Great
Britain has to restore in the Kingdom ofi Iraq.

Regarded in the fight of actval facts, however, things by no
means look so rosy in lIrag, as the representatives of Great Bri-
tain and the British Press would gladly make out. In the first
place, the “tranquility and order” is merely refative and is sup-
ported by periodical expeditions of the Royal Air Force to
various villages and districts, where the population is generall
brought very energetically ‘1o its senses”. It was only last mont
again that the destruction of an entire tribe of Bedouins on the
south-west frontier of Iraq was reported, m which connection
special mention was made of the brilhant exploits of the aero-
planes, which pursued the Bedouins far imto the desert. This suc-
cessful expedition, nioreover, served the purpose of embodying
the hitherto autonomous district of Koweit (on the Persian Gulf)
in the mandated territory, “so as to protect it against depreda-
tory -invasions”, a step which may lead 1o serious conflicts bet-
weent Great Britain and the King of Arabia, Ibn Saoud.

Now the internial situation in Iraq has experienced a conside-
rable aggravation, the pressure of taxation having been increa-
sed so greatly as to be imsupportable. An elaborate and parasitic
‘oourt, attaching importance to Oriental pomp and splendour,
absorbs a great part of the taxes of a country, which is as ex-
tensive as it 19 undeveloped, despite its considerable natural resour-
ces. At the same time, the people of Iraq have to support a double
administrative apparatus, for to every Minister and every Go-
vernment Department one or more English “advisers” are atfa-
ched. The affairs of State are nominally conducted by the natives,
but, as a matter of fact, the er lies in the hands of the En-
glisty, who are, moreover, paid abundantly for the work they do
ot of the pockets of the and the city population.

Although the pressure of taxation has weighed heavily on the
land for some time, it has been foumd impossible to balance the

of the State. The head of the Government, El-Saadoun,
therefore songht mew sources of revenue and submitted to the
session of the Iraq Parliament, recently opened, the draft of a
law providing. for the introduction of a new income-tax, and
another demanding the institution of general mrlitary service.
Since the latter law is to be on similar lines to the correspon-
ding Turkish enactment, which penmits of exemption from mili-
tary servic&ef against payment, it practically also purported a
squeezi the | ation. -

Thlgi aﬂemptgo %lnﬂ the part of the El-Saadoun _-M;:;msm':
which is based on the anglophile and loyal “progressive party
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known as “Fl Takaddam”, met with violent opposition even
within the ranks of this party itsell. The “bourgeois” elements

in this party, which are not radically nationalist in their senti--

ments, but yet, in contradistinotion to the King — completely
subservient to British gold — and the court clique surrounding
him, are loth to see the surrender of the natural wealth of the
country to foreign capital, rebeled against FEl-Saadoun. One of
the yor r party ieaders, by name Rashid el Djilani, who at
one ‘tmu:%;d been most vehement in his opposition to the lease
of the petroleum comcessions to the “Turkish Petroleumn Co.”
ritish capital), headed a group of deputies agaiast El-Saadoun.

ing that the Parifiamentary Opposition, the so-called “People’s
Party”, which is altogether opposed to the British mandate,
naturally seized the opportunity with emthusiasm for the pur-

e of dealing the Govermment a blow, Saadoun jound himself
in the minority and had to retire. .

His first mntfention was to solve the crisis following on his
retirement by simply dissolving Parliament and suggesting the
formation of a Governmemnt based . entirely on the King and oa
the British. ‘

There is, however, oo great a tfension among the popu-
lation at the present moment for any such solution to be um-
accompanied by the most serious consequences, possibly even
by an open revolt. A temporary solution was therefore found
by the recall of El-Askara, the Irag’s representative in London,
who was entrusted with the formation of a Ministry as being,
allegedly, “a personality above party politics”.

It meanwhile, be a mistake to imagine that the crisis
has thereby been allayed. The opposition against the British
regime is om the increase, and that mot only as a result of the
wasteful adeinistration of public affairs, which is so serious
in its effect on the population. A number of other factors are
likewise at fault, In the first place, the anti-British movement
among the inhabitants of the Mosul region has never ceased
in spite of any agreements. The Kurds, whom the British so
willingly and so frequently “protected” during the Mosul crisis,
are now di inmted in their hopes of a Kurd autonomy. The
measures adopted by Riza Khan in the adjacent country, Persia,
where the fossilised formalities of an Oriental despotism have

; been abolished, provoke emulation, especially among the very

i.
|

aumerous Shiites resident in Mesopotamia (a2 Mohanmedan sect,
which, in contradistinction to the Sunmites predominating in the
Arabian countries, possesses great influence in Persia). Much
propaganda is being made for.the Syrian rebellion, and quite
recently a delegation of the rebels had to be accorded official per-
mission to enter the country, the Government acting under the
pressure of the nationalists and in the face of protests on the
part of France,

It is with feelings of indignation that the inhabitants of Iraq
see the British settling down in their country, where great num-
bers of peasants are turned into plantation slaves by British
ootton companies and the wealth of the country is exploited by
the foreigners.

A proof of the growing embitterment in the “tranquil and
orderly” land is afforded by the verdict recently passed by the
Bagdad tribunal on a Bedouin who was accused of having shot
a British pilot accompanying the weli-known English ainman
Sir Alan-Cobham. The British authorities and officials categori-
cally demamnded capital punishment, but the court condemned the
prisoner to no more than 5 years’ penal servitude. .

Economic difficulties, :political crises, disturbances in the
border regions, agitation in the towns, embitierment among the
peasantry and the Bedouins — all this points to the approach
ot serious complications in lIraq, liable substantiaily to impair
British rule in that country.

The Struggles in Mexico.
By \Vilgnkin. o
(Comclusion.)

The growth of capitalism in Mexico has engendered a revo-
lutionarily inclined proletariat, which, however, is unfortunately
to the greater part under the influence of the reformist leaders. The
proletariat is backed by the peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie.
who are protesting against the yoke of the agrarians and for-
eign capitalists. By this revolutionary attitude, the working
niasses have, indeed, forced the Government to comply with their
dematrds up to a certain degree,
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When the question arose, however, of dividing up the large
territories among the rural municipalities and the problem was
broached of a nationalisation of all the mineral wealth of the
country, the American Imperialists began to get uneasy. The
indignation of the crude-oil and financial magnates of the United
States, moreover, became particularly apparent when the workers
and peasants demanded the nationalisation of the mineral wealih
and at the same time the liberation of Mexico from the economic
domination of foreign capital.

The Rockefellers and Morgans now ceased playing with fire,
i. e. with the revolutionary movement, and entered into close
relations with all reactionary elements, from the adherents of
Diaz to the supporters of the Catholic Churdh.

The Church has now become the centre of Mexican reaction.
It is in the name of the Church that Mexican workers have been
induced to take part in political comspiracies against various
political parties amnd revolutionary national Governments. Both
opently and secretly, the Catholic Church supports counter-revo-
lutionary organisations. It enters, as it has at all times beea
wont to do, into close relations with foreign capitalists and is
willing to betray the cause of the working masses of Mexico.
The Catholic Church is actuated in its .criminal activity by the
consideration that the national-revolutionary constitution accep-
ted in 1917 and in force in Mexico at the present time, threatens
the interests of the Church just as much as it does those of

iorex_g" a capitalists. .

present President of Mexico, Semor Calles, 1s undoud
tedly the representative of Mexican nationalism, which by virtue of
the constitution of 1917 preserves the interests of the pztty bour-
geoisie. In preserving these interests he scmetimes goes so far
as to refrain from putting into form the legal measures provi-
ded by the constitution for the protection of the working dass.
In his fear of relying on the proletariat and the peasantry, Calles,
inspired by the spirit of the petty bourgeoisie, has very often
shawn a lack of determination in opposing the importunate
demands of the American Imperialists. Nevertheless, Calles is the
first of Mexican Presidents to afford protection to.and to strive
to realise the mpational-revolutionary programme which aims &
developing the national economy independent of foreign capital.

Former Presidents, such as Obregon, did not dare to wage
war on the Catholic Church amd the Imperialists. Calles did not
'waver in can'y.ig% out all the legislative measures contained i
the constitution of 1917, which is more radical than that of 1857.
Aocording to the constitution of 1917, religious instruction is
forbidden not only in the public, but also in the private, elemen-
tary schools. The dlergy may take no part in politics; foreign
clergymen have no right to hold any clerical office, The rights
of the clergy have been altogether limited in many respecis. In
certain recent’ decrees, Calles has forbidden the clerical news-
papers to discuss politics or criticise the policy of the Go-
vermment, ’ i

It must be borne in mind that these measures are directed
not only against the Catholic Church but against all enemies of
the Mexican Government, since the Church works hand in glove
with the reactionary factors inside and outside the country. The
Government was obliged to banish from Mexico two Papal
delegates, one of whom had given the frontier authorities false
information as to his destimation when entering the country.
Both these men had come to Mexico for the purpose of deve-
loping counter-revolutionary activity. The Impenalists of the
United States are taking advantage of the fight between the
Government and the Catholic Church with a view to weakening
the power of the former and bring pressure to bear upon
it. It is thus abvious to what ends the Eucharistic Congress was
convened to Chicago just after the two aforesaid clerics had been
banished from Mexico; at that Congress the triple alliance bet-
ween United States imperialism, the Pope, and Mexican reaction
became fully apparent.

Calles has taken up the fight against the imperialism of the
United States and the Catholic landed proprietors of Mexico.
There is no turning back for him now; he will be obliged
to continue the struggle. Should he not succeed in destroying
the power of the Catholic Church, all national-revolutionary
achievements are doomed. Naturally the Mexican Government
requires the aid of the working masses in this struggle.

If Calles were to give up his altempts to destroy the rail-
waymen's union and his persecution of the Communists and not
to rely solely on the petty bourgeoisie in his activity, a united
front could be formed by the organised working class together
with such other elements as are interested in the maintenance of
national independence, against the .imperialism of the United

X
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States and for the comservation of all achievements gained in the
course of a prolonged struggle. ,

The workers organised in the Labour Federation of Mexico
(CROM.) support the Mexican Government in its fight against
the reactionary Catholic Church. The Genmeral Worker’s Fede-
ration, an anarchist organisation, is also engaged in the struggle
:gainst the Church. The Communist Party of Mexico, notwith-

anding its persecution by the Mexican Government, is of
course ready to support the latter in its fight against the Ca-
tholic Church, the landed aristocracy, and the imperialism of the
Upnited States. The Mexican peasants are coming to the aid of
the workers, for they have a great deal at the hands of the
Catholic Church in its character of a great landed proprietor.

- We thus see that the fight against the Catholic Church is
based on econoinic class differences and not on religious factors.
No church can succeed in hiding its true aspect under a miask
of religion, so long as it acts as an exploiter of husnan labour,
as a landed proprietor, and as an aider and abettor of foreign
capitalists in their efforts 1o oppress the working masses.

The struggle against the Catholic Chunch in Mexico is a
struggle of the broad masses of workers against Catholic and
imperialistic oppression. The workers of Mexico are forced to
make common cause with the national-revolutionmary Government
of the country, though the latter has mot always protected the
workers' interests in the past and though Calles primarily
represents the interests of the petty bourgeoisie.

The American Federation of Labour, which is founded on
the principle of co-operation between capital and labour, always
sides with the capitalists. At the present moment, it is afraid of
ﬁ;posing the Mexican workers, since many workers in the

nited States sympathise with the broad mass of workers in
Mexico. The American Federation of Labour, moreover, is
organically connected with the Labour Federation of Mexico by
the Pan-American Federation of Labour. For this reasom, Green,
who is President of the American Federation of Labour, refrains
from dealing with the imatter at all .in ‘his central organ, the
“Federationist”. In the capitalist press, Green defends the
American magnates and, under the influence of his bureaucratic
and Catholic colleagues, even protests against “religious perse-
cutions”. '

It is now up to the left wing of the ‘American Labour
Movement to declare war on these tactics of the leaders of the
American Federation of Labour, which support the immperialists
of the United States against the interests of both the Mexican
and the American proletariat. It is they who must appeal direct
to the working masses, summoning the American working dass
to the fight against the colomial policy of the United States
bourgeoisie, as pursued in Mexico and other Latin American

CHINA

The Clique of Chang Tso Lin and its
Activity in the Yangtse Region.

. By Tang ShinShe. :

Under the slogan of “war on the Reds”, the counter-revo-
lutionary generals are speculating against one another. When,
ast spring, the Kuo Min army evacuated - Peking, Chang-Tso-
Lin and Wu-Pei-Fu quarreled for the political preponderance
in the capital. After the taking of Hankow by the Carton troops,
Chang-Tso-Lin and Chang-Sung-Chang suddenly offered the
Generals Wu-Pei-Fu and Sun-Chuan-Fang their heip against the
Reds. What cordial intentions underlay this offer is shown by
the fact that Wu-Pei-Fu preferred to abandon southern - Chili
without more ado to his “good friends”, so as to prevent them
from occupying the rest of his territory as well. Sun-Chuan-Fang,
meanwhile, came f0 an agreement with with his “ally” Chang-
Sung-Chang to the effect that they would refrain from attacking
one another. Both Wu-Peisfu and Sun-Chuan-Fang were thus
clever enough to recognise the intentions of the northern mili-
tary commanders-in-chief.

Now that Sun-Chuan-Fang has suffered the serious defeat at
Kiukiang in Kiangsi and has been lorced to recognise that the
whole population, from the working class to the bourgeoisie,
nay also that the troops in the other provinces under his ocom-
mand were _to him, he had a conference with Chang-
Tso-Lin and Chang-Tsung-Chang and was forced to accept their

aid. Th’s step is tantamount 10 a cession of his territory to
Chang-Tsung-Chang. Meanwhile he is making a temporary in-
disposition a _Fretext for not refurming to Nanking, preferring
to remain at Tientsin. The population of Kiangsi and Ngamhuw
and the vacillating military rulers there will therefore once more,
as was the case last year, experience the brutality of the troops
of Chang-Tsung-Chang. .

The question mext arises, whether it will be ipossible for
the nmorthern t to penstrate unhindered along Trientsin-
Pukow railway line as far as i. The peasants and
workers naturally feel anything but well-disposed towards this
arnty of robbers and Russian white. ds. The middle classes,
small merchants, and progressive %gﬁoisie ‘know on the
authority of similar classes at Pekin, Tientsin, and Shantung
how the leaders of these troops are ready to exact taxes and
contributions to the utmost, and they will therefore wage still
more determined war against them than hitherto against Sum-
Chuan-Fang. The smaller military commmanders in the lowe:r
Yangtse region desire to conduct the affairs of their prowinces
independently, for which reason they ro-operated with Sun-
Chmn-fa-xg last year im driving out the Mukden troops, but
this year elected to oppose him. They will naturally fight tooth
and mail against the farther advance of foreign troops. The -
troops of Chang-Tsung-Chang are thus surrounded by ene-
nries and will enoounter the mwost serious resistance. Both the
population and the Generals of the lower Yangtse region, more-
over, are indined to hold together and are, furthermore, in
oontact with the revoluti iroops.

The Tientsin conference Seterrm not only on aid for Sun-
Chuan-Fang, but also on a relief action in favour of Wu-Pei-.
Fu Djy Yi Pu, Lieutenant-General of Chang-Tsung-Chang, is to
march into Honan from southern Chili. Wu-Pei-Fu can naturally
do nothing to prevent this, though much will depend on how
his so-called adherents take this new move. In Honan there are
at present some 100,000 soldiers, the hali of whom are already
directly connected with the Kuomin armies and the Kuomintang.
The other half is "vascillaking, and it 4s in view of this attitude
that Wu-Pei-Fu recently retired. These troops are in any case
extremely hostile to Chang-Tsung-Chang, for already at the time
when the Kuomin armies held the Nankow pass, they were
anxious to s?mrate from the Mukden troops.

Within C -Tso-Lin dlique, again, there is a serious
crisis, Chang-Tsung. ng has, ever sinée he has been Go-
vernor of Shantung, striven to pursue a policy independent of
Chang-Tso-Lin and is attempting to form a separate Shantung
party. He has long been aware that Chang-Tso-Niang, the som
of Chang-Tso-Lin, would greatly like 0 be Governor of Chili,
which position he has, meanwhile, managed to secure for one
of his own adherents by cunning and intimidation. Of late the
struggle for the ernorship of Chili has grown more and
more acute. The Imperialists have long recommended Chang-Tso-
Lin 1o form a government at Peking. At first -Chang-Tso-Lin
and Wu-Pei-Fu could not come to terms in this regard; for quite
a time, however, the quarrel in res of this post has been
between Chang-Tso-Lin and Chang- g-Chang. Nor was the
question solved at the recent military conference. . .

Finally, the crisis within the Chang-Tso-Lin clique s
aggravated by the plans of the Imperialists by whom these
circles are supported. Japan desires the retreat of Chang-Tso-Lin
1o Manchuria, while Great Britain would prefer fo see Chang-
Tso-Lin and Chang-Tsung-Chang advance towards. the South.
The Japanese, moreover, are attempting to make use of ‘the
Anfuists to effect a rapprochement between Chang-Tso-Lin and
the Kwomintang. Dragged hither and thither by (he two Im-
perialist parties and divided by the contrary desires of tire two
main leaders, the: Mukden clique will soon be faced by an owi-
break of an open conflict. ‘

An advance to the South iis iminly desired by Chang-Tsung-
Chang, in whose own province of Shantung their have been
senious peasant revolts against his authority. Many categories
of militant peasant organisations quite instinctively turned against
him, the taxes he had imposed upon them being unbearable.
Before -Tsung-Chang became Governor, the annual tax
revenue of the Shantung province was 15,000,000 dollars; he
exacts no less than 50,000,000 dollars. For his advance towards
the South, he now requires anmother 16,000,000 dollars, which
musst be raised by the Shantung population in the short space
of time between the beginning of October and the end of
December. The result of such exploitation is proved by this year's
census, which, for the provinces of Shantung and Chili together.
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shows a falling off of three millions in the number of inhabitants
as compared with last year. The pew impositions occasioned by

. constant new wars are too much for the population of Shantung
to bear, with the result that a mew situation will soon develop
in that provinoe.

THE MINERS’ STRUGGLE

IN ENGLAND

The Miners Still Fighting.

By R. Palme Dutt.
London, 23. November 1926.

The situation of the miners’ fight is without parallel. By
the most overwhelming majority since the beginming of the
dispute, the miners, in the twenty nimth week of the struggle,
have declared for Nc Surrender. On the very morrow of this
vote the miners’ own National Delegate Conference, representing
the official apparatus throughout the country, has given instruc-
lions for immediate district megotiations and settlements, invol-
ving in practice lower wages and longer hours, under the thin
cover of review by a National Conference before final ratification.
This National Conference meets on November 25 {0 receive the
results of the districts negotioations now in progress and sanc-
. tion ratification or otherwise. Every sign andicates that, even in
face of this unheard of betrayal, the mmers’ fight goes forward.

The miners’ vote rejecting the Government terms — in the
face of the recommendation for acceptance from the National
Delegate Comnderence and from nearly all the local officiats —
1s the most powerful and overwhehn'n(lf demonstration yet given
since the beginming of the stoppage the fighting will of the
miners themselves. Throughowt the stoppage there have been
three vates of the miners. The first was on the Bishops’ Propo-
sals iin the beginming of August. They were rejected by 367,000
to 333,000. The second was on the ber 7 Conference deci-
sions to intensify the fight by the withdrawal of the safety men,
the campaign for the embargo and ievy etc. This policy was
endorsed by 160,150 to 284.336: but nothing effective was done
to attempt to carry it out. The third vote, on the Government
terms in November, has resulted in rejection by 460,804 to 313,200
according do the official figures; but the minority for acceptance
is an unreal figure, since there has been added to the actual
votes for acceptance the whole number of the miners returned
fo work in ilre Midlands. Thus it will be seen that the militant
vote has actually increased every time, in the face of increasing
hardship, betrayal, persecution and official weakness, and has
actually reached its highest level in the most desperate moment
ol the seventh month of the struggle and in the face of the open
panic of even the Delegate Conference.

Tirts determination of the miners is even more visible when
the districts are separately regarded. With the single exception
of Yorkshire (where there was a very small majority for ac-
cuptance) the districts for acceptance were the smaller districts
with weaker organisation. But all the big exporting distriots,
the basis of the industry, showed heavy majorities against: Scot-
land 5 to 1 against, Northumberland 4 to 1, South Wales 3 to I,
Durham 2 to 1, Lancashire 2 to 1: these five districts comprise
700,000 miners or two thirds of the industry.

in the face of this overwhelming vote of the miners, the
Delegate Conference on November 19 which received the result,
aiter long and furious discussion (involving violent and enveno-
med attack against the Communist Party and Minority Movement
as responsible for the result overthrowing the Delegate Con-
ference’s own recommendation) rejected by 622,000 to 84,000
a motion to acoept the result and carry forward the fight, and
passed by 502,000 to 286,000 a resolution instructing the districts
10 begin negotiations for district settlements along guiding lines
to be laid down nutionally by the Conference, and to be revicwel
by a further National Conierence before final ratiiication.

On the following day six guiding principles were laid down:
these included the maintenance of the proportion of wages to
mofits at 37 to 13 (as in the 1921 agreement), protection of the
pre-stoppage mininmem for the lowest paid workers, agieti tnes
o be terminable at one month’s notice, and reinstatement as In
the 1021 agreement. It is to be noted that no mention is made of

hours, thus implying acceptance of longer hours as well as
lower wages. . ) i

Thus the supreme stage has been reached of the division
between the wntiners, representing the working dass, and the
whole reformist apparatus of the working class movement in
Britain. First, the betrayal by the General Council and the Am-
sterdam International, and the deliberate sabotage of all working
class help; second, the weakening, confusions, secret pacts and
surrenders by the miners’ own leaders; third, the panic and be-
trayal by their own Delegate Conference. The National Delegate
Conference, be it noted, is not elected by the miners’ lodges, ex-
cept from South Wales, but is appointed by the District Execu-
tives; and the Distriat Executives and local officials have mainly
carried on |propaganda in favour of acceptance of the surrender
terms. Indeed. even in the Distriot Delegate Conference of such
a distriot as South Wales, a considerable number of delegates
were found to be declaring that they were personaily in javour
of acceptance, but were bound by the decisions of their lodges
to vote for rejection.

* So completely is it necessary to go right past even the focal
apparatus to the rank and file themselves to meach the heart of the
present struggle, which, as repeated votes and other evidence
have now showm, is voiced only by the Communist Party and
the Minority Movement. Thus while the mood of the Delegate
Confierence has been one of panic, the fury of the miners in the
districts at their betrayal has known no bounds:; unanimous
votes of mass meetings in South Wales, Durham and Scotland
have demanded the calling out of the safety men as nationally
decided; in one locality it was resolved to burn the government
terms; in another the delegates are reported to have met with
such a hostile reception that they appealed to the police for pro-

tection.

The Delegate Conference attemipted to justify its panic on the
ground of returns of men to work. Bui what are the
facts with regard to the returns 10 work? Even on the
notoriously over-estimated figures supplied by the govern-
ment, the returns on November 23, after twenty nime weeks
struggle, after all the betrayal and confusion, and after the Dele-
gate Conference betrayal "and consequent chaos, numbered
410,000. But the total number of mineworkers is over 1,100,000
Thus on the Government's own figures 700,000 men were still
holding out in the face of everything. The total orgamised strength
of the Miners’ Federation is 800,000. Thus, after allowing for the
breakaway in the Midlands, even at this extreme poim, the
Miners’ Federation is pulling the weight of almost its entire
merership, in spite of all the discouragement of official weak-
nzss and indecision, treachery of the reformist leadership of the
lovement as a whole, and bludgeoning by all the forces of the
government and state machine. Such solidarity and determination
is without precedent in ‘working class history. What coud it
not accomiplish with 2 bold and energetic leadership worthy of it!

The extreme point of the struggle is shown by the reckiess
and desperate measures of the bourgeoisie. All Communist mee-
tings are banned. Police ipensecution is intensified Arrests con-
tinue, rumning into a total of thousands. Miners have even been
prevented from attending their own lodge meetings without police
oermit. Conservative agitation for stronger and stronger repres-
sive measures grows insistent. The owners have opanly proclar
med the policy of no reinstatement of Communists and left win-
gers. And the Right Wing leaders in the miners have joined
hands with them in prodaming the aim of routing out all Com-
munists from the Miners’ Federation. s

The Right Wing has been forced out into the open by the
struggle. The Noftts traitor leader, Spencer M. P., has made 2
separate local settlement in defiance of the Miners’ Federation.
based on lower wages and longer hours and binding for five
years. He has followed this up by organising a breakaway Y-
iow Union, entitled the Notts and District Miners’ Industrial
Umion. It is notable that MacDonald, from his holiday trip 0
Northern Africa, has been in conmunication with Spencer
Similar attempts are being made and will be made in other
districts. Thus the Right Wing leaders are openly fqﬂow‘mrg up
their treachery by end-avouring to break up the Miners ede-
ration. In this they will undoubtedly fail; and there will emerg
frem the whole struggle a stronger National Miners' Uniop wit
an increasingly left leadership. The alternatives before the minérs
are twofold. Either to acoept the policy of surrender, This mein
no! only defeat. It means, by the operation of longer hours and
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the cfBsing of pits, the dismissal of 300,000 men. It means shack-
ling district settlements, the break up of the Federation, and the
Right ‘Wing policy of disruption. The second is to refuse to ac-
cept fthe unrepresentative decision of the Delegate Conference,
and, on the strength of the miiners’ own solidarity and determi-
nation in all the decisive distriots, demonstrated -by their own
vote, {o forward, but to go forward with a new leadership,
leadersﬁ?p that is prepared fo carry on the struggle. o

OBITUARY

L. Borissovitch Krassin. |

Proclamation of the Enlarged Executive of ihe'Conununigt Inter-
national . o

At the morning Session of the Enlarged Executive, held

on November 24th, Comrade Skrypmik on behalf of the Pre-

sidinm ocomveyed to the delegates the mews of' the :.death of

Conwade Krassin in the following words' which were received

with the greatest emotion by all present: .

“The Death of Comrade Krassin means a great los§ for the
C. P. of the Soviet Union and for the Communist international.
With Comrade Krassinn there has passed away one ‘of the oldest
Russian Marxists and ome of the oldest co-workers of Lemin.
Right at the begioning of the Russian Marxist movement ke
his work in the circles of the Marxist. Youth. o

After many years of illegal Party work Comrade Krassin
was co-opted into the Central at the Second Party Conference
of the Russian Social Democratic Party, and remained for many
years a member of the Party Executive. After the splitting of
the Party by the Mensheviki, Krassin threw in his lot with the
majority Committee (Boisheviki) and worked emergetically for
the convocation of the Third Party . Conference. e -

Comrade Krassin them: carried out a great work, mainly
in orgamising illegal printing works,: and prepared -the arming
for the revolt of 1905. - Coe

As a member of the Central Comrade Krassin. performed
epormous work at the fourth and fifth Party Conferences. .

* While' in emigration Comrade Krassin worked in. various
electricity works of Western :Europé as ome of the best en-
gineers, ,

After the October Revolution.Comrade Krassin worked as
one of the members of the Exrtaordinary Commijssion for or-
anising supplies for the Red Army. - After this he became

eople’s Commissar for transport. Later on Comrade Krassin

was at the head of ome of the most . important departments of

reconstruction in the Soviet Union, that of Foreign Trade,

Stiﬂd,hter“hg_beqnme, representative of the Soviet Union in
on. - S

The XHI. Party Comference of the C. P. S, .U. elected Com-
rade Krassin as member of the Party Central, which eléction
was confirmed by the XIV. Party Coulerence. _

Comrade Krasgin worked for over 40 years among the
proletarians. The main features of his character were: énormous.
energy, initiative, and fidelity to the cause of the working ¢lass
and its Party.” . .-

Personality of Comrade -
~ ~ Krassin.
"By J. Ganetzky (Moscow).. :

The death of Comrade Krassin s an enormously heavy loss
for our Party and our Soviet Union. Comrade Krassim was-one
of our best and oldest illegdl ‘Party workers, and was at the
same time an eminent ecoa?mginﬁc expert. In both these capacities
he displa nificent ities as an- organiser. . . ,

Asi?lz:d ofm\fige culture, with expert knowledge, he deveted
special attention to the mecessity -of dncreasing the knowledge’
of science and of raising the level of culture in the cowsitry.

The Life and

- work of Comrade Krassin. He . entrusted

The most important service rendered by Comrade Krassin
in the time of the October Revolution was his work in consoli-
dating the foreign trade monopoly. Lenin was the creator of
the n&)reign trade monopoly; %assin,. however was Lenin’s
closest collaborator who carried out this slogan in the most
magnificent manner.

Leonid Borissovitch Krassin was born in Siberia in the
yean 1870. In the year 1887 he entered thePolytechmic Ingtitute of
St, Petersburg and soon began a close and exact study of Marxism.
In 1890 he becawe a member of a ocircle which was one of the
first social democratic organisations in Ruesia and afterwards
became “The Fighting League for the Emancipation of - the
Working Class™. . : o

The work involved the jon which was usual in
Tsarist times: expulsion from the Institute, repeated arrests and
deportations. ' )

Comrade Krassin succeeded in comrpleting his studies in the
year 1900 in Charkov, where he received his diploma as engineer.
As an engineer he went to Baku, where he worked for four years
on the oonstruction of a. power works. Here he extended his
technical knowledge and at the same time carried on a feverish
activity in the social demwocratic organisation; he organised a big
illegal printing warks in which, among other papers, there was
printed the “Iskra” (The Spark), the Party paper edited abroad.

_ This active Pary worker and_first class fllegal functionary
attracted the attention of the Party. After the Second Party Con-
.in the year 18903 Comrade Krassim was coopfed into the
Central Committee of the Party, He took part in the Third’
Party Conference in 1905, at which he delivered a report upon
organisatory and political questions and -in which he took part
in the carrying through of Lenin’s resolutions on the participation
of the Soocial Demmoratic Party in a Provisional Revolutionary
Government. =~ -~ f : '

After a whole mamber of fresh arrests Comrade Krassin, in
1hre&eyar 1908, journeyed ahroa.dnd , wh:x&e he worked at his
profession as an incer a ocaupied important positions.
At the time of the %Igt‘ober Revolution Comra&o Krassin was in
Sweden. When 1 went to Sweden in 1918 Lenin entrusted me
with the task of negotiating with Comrade Krassin regarding
his work. Comrade Krassin gladly ‘accepted the commission
entrusted to him and some days after went to Berlin in order
to negotiate with the German government regarding a Supple-
mental clause to the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. As I also had to
take part in these negotiations I had the opportunity of obser-
ving the capability and energy of Comrade Krassin. He was not
at all daumted by the fact of his lack of knowledge of a new
field of work. He soon set t0 work to study the questions which
were waiting solution amd .every day at seven o'clock in the
morning he was to be found at his writing table. :

After the conchusion of the negotiations, Comrade Krassin
journeyed to ‘Moscow and was appointed chainman of the Extra-
ordinary Commission for supplying the Red Army. At the same
time he was a member of the Presidium of the Supreme Economic
Council and People’s Commissar for, Trade and Industry; in the
year 1919 he was given the additional pest-oi People’s Comumis-
sar for transport. = .~ Co . T .

In the same year Comrade Krassin took- part in diplommtic
work. He was emrusted with the fask of couducting the peace
negotiations with the government of Esthonia. In the year 1920
he went to London where, in the year 1921, he concluded the

- Treaty between the Soviet Union and Great Britain. In 1024

Krassin was appointed Represemtative of the Soviet Government
in Paris. In 1925 he was sent to #ill the same post in London,
where he remained until his death. ' o

Comrade Krassin was the founder of the Commissariat for
Foreign Trade of which he was the head. :

The work he accomplished at his post was tremendous and
of historical jmportance. He followed persistently and unswer-
vingly the course of consohidating the Foreign Trade Monapoly.
He conducted an irreconcilable fight against the whole bourgeols
world, which endeavoured to contpel us to destrqy the Foreign
Trade Monopoly. He succeeded in breaking the obstimacy-of the

. bourgeoisie. .

in had - high o ','nion 'of the capabilities and the
Lenin had a very high oppi hin? B hework
of the. Foreign Trade Monopoly and COnStal.\tly.dwiscussed this
question with him, even during the time of his sickness.
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Nerve-wearing, superhuman work undermined even this man
°f iron. A year ago he began to show signs of anaemia, the
after comsequences of malaria. Comrade Krassin was compelied
io give up work ahmost entirely. This inactivity chafed him and
while on his sickbed he was constantly interested in the life of
lie Soviet Union. He had scarcely recovered somewhat when he
‘mimediately proceeded to London to resume his work.

When I heard some little time ago that the health of Comrade

Krassin had again becon®e worse, 1 spoke to Comrade Rykov on
the matter and proposed to Comrade Krassin that he go o
Hamburg in order to consult a well-known specialist. But on the
12th Novemtber Comrade Krassin telegraphed that it s -
possible at present to carry out the journey as the interests of
work demand my presence 11 London”. Only yesterday I received
a letter from him dated 13th November in which he attempted to
prove that there was mo possibility and also no occasiom for
him to go to Hamburg.

And today he is no loager with us... An eminent architect
of the socialist Republic has departed from our midst. ..

We sink our banners at the gravé-side of the Comrade who
was so dear to us. We will persistently and unweariedly oon-
finue his work. This will be the best’ way of homouring his

manory. . .
THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Five-Day Working Week in the United
States.
By Eard Browder.

At the close of September this year Heary Ford announced
that the 200,000 workers in his atomobile factories would
hereafter work but five days per week. Mr. Ford said that pro-
Cuction is increasing so fast that soon the five days will pra-
duce as nmany automobiles as formerly in six; as the market can-
not continue to expamd, it was necessary to reduce the working
force or the working tinre. Ford has figured out that it is more
rrorfitab]e to reduce the time. This is another point of view,
argely confined to Ford, who operates under exceptional cir-
cumstances because his factories are far ahead of all others in
the technique of mass production.

There is also the attitude of the leaders of the American
Federation of Labour. Mr. Green, its President, fell into lire be-
hind the “open shopper”, Henry Ford, in these words:

“America is now known as the land of high wages and
industrial efficiency. It should also be known as the land
of short hours, for short hours and efficiemoy go together
wherever the right adjustment has been made. The Ameri-
can labour movement is strongly in favour of the five day
wark week wherever it is possible. We will work for pro-
gressive reduction of hours wherever this may be accom-
plished without retarding industrial progress.”

A step farther than the American Federation of Labour is
taken by the Amalganmted Clothing Workers, which at its natio-
nal convention last May instructed its officials to prepare to
struggle for the five-dav week.

And what has been effective in bringing this issue so
sharply to the forefront in America?

A very simple fact: the tur workers’ umion in New York
City last January, having just come umder comtrol of the T.U.E.L.
am‘{ Communists, launched a strike in which one of the demands
was for the five day, 40-hour wesk. After 18 weeks of struggle
they were victorious.

ANl at once a great change took place. All the reformist
wiseacres who had been cursing the “Impractical and wtopian”
Communist demand for the five-day week suddenly began to
hem for “explamations”. Mr. Gireen, who had tried to break the
strike and to force the fur workers to settle for 44 hours per
week, stepped up to daim the viclory as his own and as a
proof that class collaboration is good. The circulation of ”The
Fortl Worker”, a Coxuunist shop butletin, junrped up to 19,000
copies, and soon after Mr. Ford saw the lighi and made his sen-
<ational announcemem.

It is a certainty that the five-day week would never have
l-een mrentioned at the American Federation of Labour Comwen-
+'on but for the “inconvemient” fact that the Comtmrunists had led

a vidtarious fight for it in New York This is true all
question. But of course the militancy and foresight of the Com-
munist leadership was not alone sufficient.

The economtic basis of this new issue is the unexampled in-
cresse in the rate of productivity in industry. In a study of thi
question | estimated that from 1920 to 1925, the general average
of productivity of all industries had increased by 50%. An in
quiry by the National Industrial Comference Board {an employars’
organisation) published  recently, placed the rate of increase in
productivity, from 19190 40 1023 alope, at 43%. When it is re-
membered that even in 1919 production ip the U, S. led the
world in rate and volume, the enormous consequences of this
expansion: of forces nmy be dimty wpprehended.

One of the most imponmnt effects was 10 put a gop fo the
expansion in mmbers of the working class. Since 1020 while
volume of production has expanded, the number of workers has
actually decreased. This has had a weakening effect upon the
trade umions, because it has tended to bring into existence 1
petrx;mnent body of unemployed workers already trained in indu-
stry. .

This enormous weakeniag of the trade unioms and the
ing of the amplayers, prevented any gains fram being

sirengthen ;
:x;age by the trade unions during the prosperity period 1922 to

This is the first time in {rade upion history in America
when a period of ecomomic expansion was mof accompagied
by a growth in trade uniopism,

Events have proved, however, that the halt of the Jabour
movement could not be made permanent.’ In 1925, whea the mili-
tant employers in the woal and textile industries were cutting
wages amd calling upon the Steel Corporation to join a mationtl
campaign to “deflade labour” gemeraily, the T.U.FE.L. issued
the slogan “strike against al} wage cuts”. Organized and un-
organized workers responded in such fashion that the wage-
cuiting move was halied,

The Struggle against wage cuts in 1925 was the dhiredt pre-
cursor to the movement for the five-day week in 1926 In the
garment trades of New York. especially hurriers and dressmakers,
the reactionary officialdom had st firm in alliance with the
employers against any improvements in wages, hours, or umion
control. The result, after a long and bitter strugg;_e which toos
on some of the aspeots of civil war, was that the T. U.E.L. ga-
ned oontgl g:e ﬂitese two umons. Then came the great furri&;Sd
victory ive-day week, followed by the capmekers a
nqe:km,ooo dress amd eloalamekers are on strike for the Gve-day
week.

But wirat, it is asked, compeiled Henry Ford to grast with-
out a struggle the five-day week to his 200,000 workers? There
is no ynion in Ford’s factories. -

First, it must be made clear that while the fur worker:

gained wage increases which make the week’s earnings as mch
or more in five days as formerly in six, on the contrary Fori
requires that production mwust first equal that of six days before
wages become the same. Therefore Ford has not given his wor
kers what was won by the' furriers; i only something that
sounds like it. . ‘
Second, Ford frad for six months already found it necessary 10
curtail production, witich exceeded the possibility of the marke.
He exverimented with the five«day week amd found that, vuder
conditions of mass production, this was.the most profitable way
to restrict production. :

Third, Ford expects again to intensify production under the
five-day plan, so that it will take care of any expansion in tb¢
market, or if #he market remains stationary, the force can b

et ) - o

Fourth, while production has -beea even cheapened, Ford
has “voluntarily” granted shorter hours than the American Fede-
ration of Labour ﬁad previously demanded in its highly organ-
sed sections, and has thus taken away a powerful slogan from
the unions in the attempts to organise the automobile workers.

Fifth, there is no doubt that Ford expects this measure ©
help eliminate the agitation of the Communists from his factone:
where th2 shop paper. “The Ford Worker”, has been circulating

- in editions of 10000 to 19,000. Since the Commmunisis led the

Passaic tectile workers into & seven mounth strike, they are feared
even where titere is no umion at all,
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Finally, the sensitiveness of Fcrd to all threais of uniomisa-
tiofi and to the Comtmunist agitetion within &iis plants, is a re-
flex of the new danger arising out of the mass production pro-
cess, in wiltich a disturbance in one part throws the entire ma-
chigery out of ortfer. The smooth working of the Ford process
ieghx.ms the complete elimiration of labour disturbance of évery

i . .

The mmateria] condifions for a shorter work-week have been’

created generally in America. And in spite of the miserable
leadership of the trade unions the shortening of hours goes on.
K is extremely symptomatic of how the process works, that the
five-day week should come in the manner above described...
first, under the leadership of communisis, afier bitter struggie
with the employers; second, in non-union industry such as Ford.
as a “concession” to prevent agitation and strikes; and only after
these developments is the slogan taken up, in a hal-hearted
manner, by the American Federation of Labour leadership.

It is also important to note that, in the case of Ford the
five-day week comses in a . highly “rationalised” industry as
(among other factors) a means of fighting the trade umions. In
sharp contrast, in the et trades a process of ‘“de-rationali-
sation” is going on (breaking up of large shops in favour of
many swall ones, moving from big cities into small . viflages
ec.), in order to escape the powerlul trade unions which are
forcing the five-day week.

It is clear that a long and hard struggle is ahead of the
American working class before the five-day, 40-hour week, be-
comes geperal. Even the 48'hour week i not fully established
yet. In spite of the trememdous wealth and jproductiveness of
American industry, the workers must labour longer hours in the
United States than do the workers of povertv stricken and in-
dustrially umdeveloped Soviet Russia.

What can be expected of the American Federation of Labour
in the way of active struggle for the five-day week?

Very little indeed! It is not merely a coincidence that when
the furworkers were on strike for the five-day week and victory
was in the balance, William Green, president of the American
Federation of Labour, intervemed in the strike over the heads
of its leaders and attenmpted to negotiate a surrender. And now
that the furniers’ victory and Ford’s move foroe Greews hand, the
slogan of the five-day week is carefully fitted into the “pew
wage policy” and the whole class-collaborationist oriemtation.

Bt if the officialdom of the American Federation of Labour
has no desire or intention to struggle for the five-day week, the
feeling among the masses is otherwise. It is symbitomatic how
rapidly the victory of the furriers led to the strike awd victory
of the capmakers, and to the strike of the dress and cdoakmakers,
for the five-day week., The issue has stirred the masses. It will
be pressed by the T.U.E.L. and will rally mass support which
will force the unions into struggle. The issue of the 40-hour
week is destined fo become a storm centre in the ~American
labour movement.

——

The Fascist Reaction against Red Molinella
and the lnterngtional Labesr Office.

By Ilvo Anselnri.

The heroic resistance which the agricudtural workers of
Molinella are offering to the Fascist reaction (Molinella is a
small mumicipality in the neighbouriicod of Bologna and is
known as Red Molinella on account of the tenacious resistance
put up jor years by the Jocal workers against the Fascists), the
courageous fight of the brave defenders of the honour and of
the cause of the ltalian proletariat conironts the world pro-
letariat anew with the question of the state of affairs in ‘MokneHa.

No extremity of violence and no manner of threat can break
the resistance of these admirable fighters or aid the Fascists in
their efforts to bring the workers of Molinella into their or-
gamisations. Ower forty families, who, in spite of everything,
continved to belong 1o class organisations on this acoount were
recently ejected from their dwellings. About 300 people were
thrown into the street in spite of the approach of winter; old

peopte and young children were deprived of shelter.” Eviction-
in the most wviolent manner. Carabinieri and °

was executed in A
Fascists broke down the doors of the miseratle huts, drove the

inhabitants. cut .aod threw their sticks of furniture into th:
street. As the evicted, however, -still ‘seaght to remain in Moli-
gella, police reinforcements and mwotor lorries -were Hespatched
trem | . All of the evicted were packed into the motor
lorries and talen to Bologna, where they were locked up in
a long-disuséd barrack and forbidden to leave. For the first
few days the intermees were given prison diet and then the
authorities began 1o pay four lire per man and two lire per
woman, per day. ‘An eighty-year-old peasant became insane as a
consequence of the privatiops he had suffered and was removed
to the asylum .

After the families evicted from Molinella had spent a munbe.
of days under these coaditions, they were compelled to leav:
the old barrack which had served them as shelter, and to seek
other quarters, the allowance in support being at the same time

* withdrawn. The police and the Fascists forbade these unfortunate

jpeople to return to their home.

In the begimning the General Conferedation of Labowr took
upon themselves the task of collecting money throughouwt the
country for the maintemance of these victims of Fascist perse-
cution. But hardly had the Fascists threatemed to regard these
collections as provocation when the General Confederation of
Labour abandoned all their efforts in this direction, and now
the Communist Party is the only organisation which i$ rendering
assistance to the workers @i Molinella. The Party recently
resolved to coutinue the collection of money begun in September
for the benefit of the English miners and to usé part of it {o
help the workers of Molinella also, remtitting half of the amounts
collected to the ilatter. The omly protest raised against this
resolution came from the Reformist }eaders of the General Con-
federation of Labour, The first contribution to the new relief
fund in favour of workers of Molinella was 500 dollars,
remitted through the Central Commitiee of the Union of
Agricultural and Forest Workers of the Soviet Union from the
agricultural and forest workers ol the Sowiet' Union.

Just recently, when the lorces of reaction were raging with
unusual brutality against the workers of Molinella, the latter
endeavoured to mmke a protest before the Intermational Labour
Office at Geneva. This protest was voiced by the’ French Re-
formist Jouhaux, who in the session of October 15th proposed
that an investigation of conditions in Molinella should be in-
stituted by the Internatiomal Labour Office. The president of the
Labour Office, Albert Thomas, thereupon answered that such
an investigation was impossible. During the debate, the represen-
tative of the Italian Fascist Governmeni, Demichelis made 2
speech in which he att ed to prove that the reaclionary
measures had been p by the “revolutionary and distinotly
destructive tendéncies of the trade unions of the locality in
question”.

The session was also attended by D’Arragona, the represen-
tative of the Gemeral Conlederation of Labour of Kaly and its
general secretary up to the year 1925. D’Arragona joiued in the
debate and stated: “It is not true that the Gemeral Confederation
of Labour has reared the workers of Molinella in a spirit of
revolution.” Signor D’Arragona even went as far as to say
that the Fascist Government sent to Molinella two inspectors,
who countermanded several evictions, and that the same Fascist
Government granted unentployment benefit to the workers of
Molinella who were sent away to Bologna and did not find
work there. The speech of the Reformist representative of the
General Confederation of Labour gave the representative of the
Mussolini Government the possibility of pointing oat that D’Arra-
gona hiruself approved of the procedure of the Governmemt.

In this way, the Reformists rendered invaluable “service”
to the workers of Molinetta in defending their interests. It is
worthy of note that they are not compelied ‘to thank the Fascist
Government for admitting the workers of Molinella to the
privileged position of unemployed in receipt of the dole aiter
they had suffered the misety of more than a year of unemploy-
ment without support, after they had been driven out of their
own dwellings and prevented from returning to their native
town.

It will be seen that thé Imternational Latour Office hes

exposed the treacherous part played by the Soci_al-Demo:rzlir
lz2ders, as also their complicity in the Fascist reaction.
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THE WHITE TERROR

Capital Punishment in Poland for the
Possession of Two Numbers of Communist
Periodicals. ’
By K. Leski (Warsaw).

The rumours spread by several Polish newspapers to the
effect that the Pilsudski Governmeni has the intention of proclai-
ming an anmiesty for political prisoners, and especiadly for
Ukraineans and White Russians, hac been demied by the
Minister of Justice himseld.

The Government of the Fascist dictator Pilsudski, of which '

a member of the P.P.S. (Polish Socialist Party) Moraczewski,
is a Minister, is still keeping in prison 6000 workers and peasants
— fighters for the political freedom of the proletariat, fighters
for the overthrow of the dominion of the landed poprietors and
of the capitalists, for the right of seM-determination of the oppres-
sed nationalities of Poland.

Class justice is rampant in Poland as never before.

A worker named Szlencki was sentenced to 12 years’ im-
prisonment for killing a spy.

Another worker irom Lodz was sentemced to 11 years' im-
prisonment for shooting, in a moment of excitement, a factory
owner who had given him the sack over a trifling matter.

At the same tinve, the court declared innocent and discharged
th2 landowner Bisying, who in the year 1919 undertook punitive
expeditions against the White Russian peasants, killed them with
‘his own hands and set fire to their huts and barns.

Polish justice could find no ground for proceedings against
the notorious czarist provocateur Walgiemut. This scoundrei,
who was in the employ of ihe secret police, had brought
80 workers and peasants {o the gallows or caused them to be
sent to prison. '

Not long ago, the assize count at Tarmopol, East Galicia,
passed a judgement which tas no parallel even in the history
of czarisi craeities. i

A Ukrainean peasamt named Michael Bily, a Communist,
was semtenced to death! :

The solitary proof contained in the indictment for Bily's
“guilt” of being a “Comymumist agitator and a member of the
Committee of the Communist Party of West Ukraine” was cot-
stituted by two numbers of Communist journals which were
founnd in his possession, namely, one number of the Moscow
“Prawda” and one number of the illegally published Commmunist
seriodical in the Ukraiuean tongue, “Ziemla i Wola” (Land and

Freedom). , .

This judgement has no equal in the bloody history of the
White Terror in Poland. Such sanguina% judgements were not
decreed even during the war between Poland and the Soviet
Union (excepting the drumhead courts-martial).

It was only with the advent of Fascism in Poland that full
vent covld be given, to the boundless rage of the landowners
and canitalists,

The abominable sentence passed unmon Michael Bily is only
a forerunner of the “lexalised murders” which the executives of
the Pilsiedski dictatorship are disposed to practise upon the
revolutionary fighters of the whole of Poland and especially on
the Ukrainean and White Russian workers and peasants.

The assize jury of Tarnopol which had to try — in East
(ralicia, on Ukrainzan territory beionging to Poland -—- a
Ukrainean peasant, was comtrosed exclusively of Poles, two of
whom were landed proprietors and ten Polish colonists, tools
of the policy of extermination conducted by Polish chauvinism
in the Ukrainean and White Russian districts of Poland.

The vanguard of the proletariat in Poland, with the Com-
munist parliamentary faction at its head, is beginning an exten-
<ive cammiign in order to rescue Comrade Michael Bily from
the clutches of the hangmen.

The greater the su~port given by the internatiomal prole-
tariat, which has alreadyv displaved magnificent energv in the
crupaign for the polincal amnesty in White PPoland, the more
stecessinl will this campaign be.

The History of Two Villages.
eois Const.

In 1906 the well-known leader of the bourg
tutional-Democratic Party, and member of the Tsarist Dumi
Doctor A. I. Shingarev, made a h investigation of tw
vilages in the Voromezh Gubernia (Mokhovatki and Novo

zhivotinnoe), The material which he obfained from this iaves::
" gation he published munder the title of “The Dying Village".

" {n his work Shingarev said that as a result of not havin:
any land, the village population is slowy but surely dying o:
as a result of indescribable poverty and permanent starvation.

. Since then the villages have gone through the misfortune
of the imperialist war, more than once t found themsebves o:
the front during the Denikin escapade, they suffered from th-
. famine of 1921, choiera, Spanish influenza and typhus.

‘Therefore, when the Moscow Scientific-Research Institute
oi the Timiriazew Agricultural Academy decided fo investiga:
several districts for the purpose of detailed information on th-
influence of the Revoluton on the village, it chose in the fir
place, the above-mentioned wvill: (Novo-Zhivotinnoe anu
Mokhovatki) as a most favourable objective in view of the
historic dooumeat already in hand, witich had already determined
their previous economic condition. g

During a period of 2 and a half months ke expedition o
the Institute thoroughly iavestigated the economic condition o
these villages mﬂmught back v rich statistical materia:
each figure of which is the best evidence of what the Octoh:r
Revolution has given the village,

Since 1917 the land portion, for example, in Mokhovatki and
Zhivotinnoe has increased 12 times on account of the distribution
of the landowners’ land. At the same ftime when, during Shin-
garev’s iinvestigation there was 0,1 dessialin of land suitable for
tillage for each person of the population, and no meadow land
at all, at the present time there is 1,12 dessiatin of land suitable
for tillage and 0,12 dessiatin of meadow land for each persou

In the time of Shingarev the peasants paid the landowner
5 roubles @s rent for each dessatin of land, and apart from
that, they also paid government, Zemsky and Communal taxe:
amounting to about 25 roubles for each homestead. However.
the income from a dessiatin of land did not exceed 10—14
roubles. Thus, after deducting the cost of seeds and the paymen!
of taxes and rent, his hard labour allowed the peasant to liv
in semi starvation even in the years of good harvests.

In 1925 all the taxes of the peasants on the avertage amounto
to about 12 roubles for a homestead, and the poorer hamestead:
(about 20%) are entirely freed from paying taxes. Then agir®
the improvements in tilling the soil raised the harvest in i
peasant farms to 60 poods on the dessiatin, instead of the former
24. Correspondingly, the wholesale income from a dessiatin
increased from 6—38 times. -

- A. L Shingarev found that the, birth-rate in the .investigatx
villages. even in prosperous yvears, was very little above the
mortatity, and when. ever there was the slightest drop in th
harvest it also dropped. The recent investigation gave a compiett
picture of the situation. i was found that during the M
25 years there were 5 occasions when the position of births and
deaths gave the following picture: in 1906 there were 34 death
and 27 births, in 101330 deaths and 36 births, in 1010~ 2
deaths and 21 births, in 1917--21 deaths and 16 births.

Beginning with 1922 birth-rate repidly begins fo excex
the death-rate and in 1925 in Zhivotinnoe there were 56 births
and 19 deaths. In the history of the village for 36 years thert
was never a year when the birth rate was so high:

Finally, during the © months of 1026 there were only !
deaths, ‘but 25 births.

Thus, the investigaton gives us the full right to state e
the title given by Shingarev “‘the dying villages” is at the presen!
time not applicable fo us,
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